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From the Editor - Marcus Lawson !
This autumn will go down in Dorset Ornithological history very favourably for 
several reasons. Assuming that all records are accepted and that the British 
Ornithologists’ Union (BOU) don’t change their mind about which taxonomic 
body to follow then we have been fortunate to host 3 new species to Dorset: 
Yellow Warbler, Least Sandpiper and Two-barred Greenish Warbler. The latter is 
not officially on the British List yet as a full species but this will change from the 
1st of January 2018 when the BOU adopt the International Ornithological 
Congress (IOC) World Bird List for all its taxonomic needs. More details can be 
found here https://www.bou.org.uk/about-the-bou/bou-adopt-ioc-world-bird-list/ !
There will be a few changes to the Dorset list accordingly and several species 
will have name changes such as the aforementioned Two-barred Greenish 
Warbler which henceforth will be called Two-barred Warbler. The Dorset Bird 
Club didn’t follow the last round of tinkering by the BOU with respect to the order 
of the British List, i.e. placing falcons away from other birds of prey as well as 
some other decisions which from a birder’s perspective seemed a little odd. 
Much as I personally would love to keep the raptors grouped together, as well as 
the flycatchers, it’s not solely my decision to make on behalf of the DBC but is 
one for the committee to decide upon as to how the species order appears in the 
Bird Report etc. Call me old fashioned but I would still rather see the old Voous 
(1977) list starting with divers, grebes etc. and perhaps it’s telling that the 
Hampshire Bird Report now features an index of species to help the reader. 
Progress! !
There was also a very good supporting cast for these 3 Dorset firsts not least of 
which was a Pallid Harrier which flew west past one lucky observer at 
Charmouth. This will be only the second Dorset record, if accepted, and 
highlights how important digital photography has become in allowing a firm 
identification of such birds which otherwise would have slipped through the net. !
Vagrant waders from the Nearctic also featured heavily and I very much doubt 
that the total of 7 different species will be ever bettered. Quite why Dorset fared 
so well compared to other south-west counties is a mystery but one which many 
birders from near and far were extremely grateful for. !
UKRBBP 
Shaun Robson and I recently attended a meeting in Exeter with several other 
south-west County Recorders to discuss ways in which we can all assist the UK 
Rare Breeding Birds Panel (UKRBBP) to achieve a more consistent and 
thorough reporting of our rare and scarce breeding species for which Dorset is 
blessed. Our county is not alone in struggling to obtain information for some 
species and it’s very frustrating being aware that some groups have knowledge 
of rare breeding birds but are unwilling to share this confidentially. Shaun will 
prepare an article for inclusion in the next newsletter but in the meantime here is 
a link to the species covered by the UKRBBP including many non-natives:
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http://www.rbbp.org.uk/rbbp-species-list-full.htm  
I am indebted to Shaun for chasing up many organisations in the county and 
gathering all the data together to submit the 2016 report to the UKRBBP well 
before their deadline. The results will be published in a future edition of British 
Birds magazine. !
Conservation and Surveys Committee  
With special thanks, again, to Shaun Robson I am delighted to announce the 
formation of the Conservation and Surveys Committee for the Dorset Bird Club. 
I have been keen for some time to create such a committee especially given the 
pool of amazing individuals we have in Dorset across various organisations. 
The committee will consist of representatives from Natural England, RSPB, 
Dorset Bird Club, local Government Natural Environment Team, Dorset Wildlife 
Trust and the BTO. Shaun will be the committee’s Chairman. !
The aim of the committee will be to ensure as complete coverage as possible 
across the county for the species listed by the UKRBBP as well as organising 
single species surveys on an ad-hoc basis. Shaun will provide more details 
regarding this exciting new development in the next newsletter. !
Editorial sub-committee 
In addition to the Conservation and Surveys Committee an Editorial sub-
committee has been formed to make decisions on the format of the Bird Report, 
amongst other things. The committee is made up of Jol Mitchell, Stephen Smith, 
Geoff Upton and myself and the inaugural meeting is planned before the end of 
the year.  !
2016 Dorset Bird Report 
Work is underway on the 2016 Dorset Bird Report and publication is expected 
to be sometime in the spring of next year. If you have any outstanding records 
for that year please could you submit them as soon as possible to 
recorder@dorsetbirds.ork.uk to ensure inclusion. !
If you have any suggestions on how you believe we can improve the 
presentation of the Bird Report then please feel free to contact me by email on 
admin@dorsetbirds.org.uk  !
Arne Moors 
The following is copied from: https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/
the-moors-at-arne-reducing-flood-risk-and-creating-habitat/the-moors-at-
arne-coastal-change-project 
“The Environment Agency, RSPB and Natural England are working together to 
adapt approximately 150 hectares of the Moors at Arne into a diverse wetland 
habitat. With the sea level rising, important habitat for wildlife along the coast 
will be lost over the next 30 years. This “coastal squeeze”, where rising waters 
press against essential fixed sea defences, will mean a loss of inter-tidal
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An Observation of Nesting Swift in Langton Matravers 
Trev Haysom !

‘Our’ pair returned on the 5th and 6th May laying the first of two eggs on the 
23rd. Throughout the incubation they continued to bring in nest material when 
they changed over on the eggs. Occasionally this was strands of dry grass, but 
more often feathers, sometimes more than one at a time. They are held across 
the gate and generally inconspicuous, but not of course, when they are white. 
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features such as mudflats, salt marsh and reedbeds. New places for coastal 
wildlife will need to be created. !
The Environment Agency has a legal obligation to provide compensatory 
habitat to mitigate for losses to conservation sites caused by sea level rise in 
the Poole/Wareham area resulting from our flood risk management activities. In 
Poole Harbour, the partners are working together to explore how The Moors at 
Arne can be converted to inter-tidal habitat to compensate for the losses. !
This project offers potential to make this site more resilient for sea level rise in 
the future and to manage the changes as naturally as possible, while protecting 
vital infrastructure such as Arne Road. !
When finished, the coastal change project will enable the Environment Agency 
and its partners to continue to protect properties around Poole Harbour from the 
increased risk of flooding due to climate change. It is predicted up to 10,000 
local properties could be at risk within 100 years. !
The partnership of the three organisations will maximise the benefits for both 
local people and wildlife and we look forward to involving the community as the 
scheme evolves.” !
With thanks… 
The Bird Club would like to thank both John Boys and Pat Cornelius who have 
generously donated their back catalogue of Dorset Bird Reports to us as well as 
several other sets of various county Bird Reports. This means that we now have 
an archive of all the Dorset Annual Bird Reports in their various guises dating 
back to 1951 except those for 1952, 1953 & 1955. !
I would also like to thank Trev Haysom for supplying an interesting article on his 
local Swifts for inclusion in this newsletter and would welcome other 
contributions of a similar nature. I am also very grateful to Trev for planting 
those sycamores many years ago in his family’s quarry on St Aldhelm’s Head! !
Lastly, many thanks to Robin Trundle for taking over the compilation of the 
sightings highlights for the newsletter.



I remember years ago thinking I was looking at an exotic white moustached 
species when in fact it was the common species carrying a white gull’s 
feather. One egg failed to hatch, but the other did so on the 14th June. Two 
days later to my astonishment one of the adults brought in a strand of dead 
grass, which it added to the nest before then feeding the chick! The grass was 
held in the bill whilst it regurgitated the food from its extended throat pouch.The 
chick fledged and promptly disappeared during the afternoon of the 26th 
July. That night just the pair of adults was left roosting in the box. Then I was 
astonished again! They brought in more nest material. 
  
At roosting time next day, both birds brought in more feathers, same again on 
the 28th with both days being quite breezy. They missed the next day, which 
was calm and drizzly, but on 30th July they each brought in more feathers 
towards sunset.  
  
During these days there was hardly a Swift to be seen overhead. They were 
obviously going off some distance, but this was not invariably the case for on 
the 2nd August, which was very wet and windy, both of the pair remained in all 
day. Both left on the 5th sometime after 7.50am. 
  
There cannot be many birds that continue to add to the nest after the young 
have fledged. The rationale must be that the ‘effort’ benefits them next 
year. One ringed bird we had came for 13 successive summers. Those 
breeding on Langton’s natural sea cliffs occupy crevices, which are pretty 
permanent. One pair uses a crack in a quarry face, which was cut at least 150 
years ago. I have seen a Swift go into a similar crack in the masonry of a 
Norman church. It may have taken a while for that hole to erode, but it may well 
have been occupied for centuries rather than decades. Swifts constantly fidget 
and preen. They carry a big flat fly, which hides in their plumage particularly in 
the back of the neck. The birds seem unable to do anything about this parasite, 
a fly of all things, but possibly they do? Just before dawn on the 2nd August, 
my wife Sue noticed one of the pair gripping a flat fly in its beak. The bird 
seemed to be trying to apply it to the nest rim, in the same way as they do the 
feathers, which they bond together with copious secretions of saliva. However, 
when the fly was released it scurried off. Ringers who handle Swifts tell me that 
the flies are very difficult to squash. 

Over a third of the membership now receive this newsletter via email as a pdf 
file. This saves the club money on printing costs & postage and you benefit by 
receiving it sooner than by post. The photo quality is far superior and are all in 
colour plus you are able to click on the links rather than type them in 
manually. If you would like to receive a pdf copy of the newsletter then let me 
know by email admin@dorsetbirds.org.uk Please also specify if you would like 
to receive it as a 3mb file (higher resolution) or 1mb file (still ok but photos not 
as sharp).
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DORSET HIGHLIGHTS-  
JULY TO OCTOBER INCLUSIVE !

The majority of the following records have been taken from the Dorset Bird 
Club sightings page http://dorsetbirds.blogspot.co.uk/ and inclusion here does 
not constitute acceptance by the relevant rarity panel. This is not an exhaustive 
list & if you notice any errors or omissions please send them via email to 
admin@dorsetbirds.org.uk  !
If you were lucky enough to find a description species for the county please 
s u b m i t d e t a i l s a s s o o n a s p o s s i b l e a f t e r t h e s i g h t i n g t o 
recorder@dorsetbirds.org.uk  !
WILDFOWL 
Whooper Swan 3 Lytchett Bay 5th October with a single past West Bexington 
the following day then seen at Abbotsbury Swannery. 
Barnacle Goose 13 Swineham GPs 30th October. 
Brent Goose 1 unseasonal bird at Stanpit Marsh 17th July. 2 Wytch Channel 
13th August. Best count 23rd October 1050. 
Pale-bellied Brent Goose 3 at Ferrybridge 23rd October.	
Black Brant 1 Ferrybridge 31st October. 
Egyptian Goose 4 Christchurch Harbour 31st October. 
Garganey 3 were over Coward’s Marsh 6th July. 3 at Longham Lakes 11th 
August, rising to 4 on 15th through to 31st August. 1 at Stanpit Marsh 31st 
August. Birds remained during early September max count 4. In September 1 
was on Brownsea Lagoon from the 1st to 14th and 3 birds were at Lodmoor 
RSPB 20th. 
Wigeon 1st returning individual was in Lytchett Bay 24th July. 
Scaup A single male at Abbotsbury Swannery from 20th September when it 
was joined by a further 2 birds on 23rd October. 
Lesser Scaup adult drake from 23rd to 26th October at Longham Lakes. 
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Long-tailed Duck 1 past Chesil Cove 21st October. 
Eider Singles at Portland Harbour 12th & 23rd August. A single in Portland 
Harbour 10th September. Singles Portland Harbour 1st, Ferrybridge 25th 
October.  
Common Scoter 4 at Longham Lakes 7th October. 
Velvet Scoter A single in Poole Harbour from 10th October. 
Goosander 1 over Wick Fields 16th July, 7 were on the Stour at Canford 18th  
July, 6 were on the Fleet 31st July. 10 females at Shapwick 10th September and 
6 birds in Christchurch Harbour area 13th to 29th September. 1 Eye Mead 
Kingston Lacey NT 2nd, 6 Middlebere 4th, 3 Lodmoor RSPB 22nd and 1 on R. 
Frome nr. Muckleford 31st October. !
GALLIFORMES to HERONS 
Quail 1 at Cheselbourne 1st July. 1 at Cranbourne 2nd July. 1 at Milton Abbas 
30th July. 1 at Cheselbourne 1st August. 1 at Cogden Beach 29th August. 
Golden Pheasant 2 males on Furzey Island 13th August. 
Red-throated Diver 1 Weymouth Bay 8th and 1 Mudeford Quay 11th 
September. 1 past Durlston CP, 2 past Hengistbury Head 29th October. 
Great Northern Diver 1 Mudeford Quay 7th October. 
Black-necked Grebe A single 8th October Poole Harbour with numbers rising to 
14 Studland Bay 31st October. 
Cory’s Shearwater c25 past Portland Bill 21st and 1 22nd July. 
Great Shearwater 2 off Portland Bill, 1 in Weymouth Bay 21st July. 1 lingered off 
the Bill from 21st to 28th July. 
Manx Shearwater Steady movement throughout the month of July with a count 
of 350 past Portland Bill on the 15th. Max August count of 71 past Portland Bill 
3rd August & max September count of 41 past Portland Bill 8th September.  
Balearic Shearwater Small numbers past Portland Bill during July. Continuous 
movement throughout August with a count of 200+ feeding off Portland Bill on 
the 8th. 18 past Durlston CP 6th September. Small numbers past Portland Bill 
with a maximum of 19 8th September. 1 past Portland Bill 7th October.   
Sooty Shearwater singles past Portland Bill on 21st, 28th and 31st July. 1 past 
Portland Bill 2nd, 2 past 3rd and 1 past 4th August. 1 past Portland Bill 18th 
August. 1 past Portland Bill 21st September. 
Storm Petrel 4 were off Portland Bill 1st July. 8 were trapped and ringed at 
Portland Bill 5th July. 4 off of Charmouth and 1 at Portland Bill 29th July. 1 off 
Chesil Cove 3rd August. Portland Bill had 7 past 8th, 1 past 13th and 4 past 14th  
September. 1 Portland Harbour 21st October. 
Leach’s Petrel Portland Bill had 3 past 8th and 1 past 13th September. 4 past 
Chesil Cove, 1 past Ferrybridge and 1 Portland Harbour 21st October.  
Bittern 1 Stanpit Marsh 26th October. 
Cattle Egret 3 were at Arne Moors, 1 at Stanpit Marsh 10th July. 10 briefly at 
Abbotsbury Swannery 12th July. 3 were at Lodmoor 20th July. 1 was at 
Abbotsbury Swannery 25th July. 3 adults and 1 juvenile were at Abbotsbury 
Swannery 30th July and 2 adults with 1 juvenile on 31st July. Abbotsbury  
Middlebere (3 adults & 5 juveniles) on the 16th. In September birds were 
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recorded at Abbotsbury Swannery, Christchurch,  Hengistbury Head, Lodmoor 
RSPB, Longham Lakes, Lytchett Fields RSPB and Stanpit Marsh with a 
maximum count of 3 at Lodmoor RSPB 17th. 2 birds were at Abbotsbury 
Swannery during October, other sites seeing birds mainly singles were Ballard 
Down, Charmouth, Christchurch Harbour, Hampreston Meadows, Lodmoor 
RSPB, Longham Lakes, Stanpit Marsh and Portesham.  At least 2 pairs bred in 
the Bride Valley raising 4 young constituting the first confirmed breeding in 
Dorset 
Great White Egret 1 at Keysworth 15th July. 1 over Longham Lakes 18th July. 
Singles were recorded at 6 sites from the 7th of August with 2 birds at 
Middlebere 6th. September saw birds recorded at several sites with one bird at 
Lodmoor RSPB for most of the month. The single remained at Lodmoor RSPB 
during October with 9 other sites recording birds during the month. 
White Stork 1 (green-ringed) in fields by The Fleet between Moonfleet and 
Butterstreet 10th August then Langton Herring the next day. It was then seen 
again at several sites on Portland between 25th & 27th August. All these records 
appear to relate to a bird that was rehabilitated in Norfolk after being transported 
from Poland. 
Glossy Ibis 5 flew over the Fleet 27th October.   
Spoonbill 6 birds were commuting between Lytchett Bay and Brownsea Lagoon 
Lagoon from the 3rd through to 17th July, with 7 at Lytchett Bay 18th July. 1 was 
at Stanpit Marsh 28th and 30th July. Middlebere had a maximum of 29 on the 
29th August. Peak September count was 56 at Middlebere on 26th. On 9th 
October 35 were on Brownsea Lagoon when 40 were roosting at Shipstal Point 
constituting a UK record count of 75. !
RAPTORS TO COOT 
Hen Harrier 3 were in west Poole Harbour area 7th October. Other singles 
during the month were seen at Christchurch Harbour and Rushcombe Bottom 
LNR. 
PALLID HARRIER 1 juvenile west over Charmouth 26th October represents 
only the 2nd county record, the first being shot in 1938! 
Montagu’s Harrier 1 ringtail at Lytchett Fields 31st July. 
Osprey The Translocation Project of 8 chicks from Scotland happened with their 
arrival in Poole Harbour 11th July. Passage birds were recorded 1st to 31st July 
mainly in the Arne-Middlebere areas. The last juv from the project left for sunnier 
climes on 3rd October. 
Honey Buzzard 1 over Christchurch Harbour 2nd September. 1 Eye Mead 
Kingston Lacey NT 2nd, 1 over Poole 28th October. 
Goshawk 1 juvenile at Sherford Bridge 27th August. A juv female was at 
Middlebere 21st then nearby Wareham Channel 23rd October. 
Hobby a pair nested on the Arne RSPB reserve hatching 2 chicks 16th July. A 
late single was around Arne Moors 28th & 29th October.  
Merlin 1 on Portland 28th August. Singles at Christchurch Harbour-Hengistbury 
Head 4th, 5th, 7th & 28th September. 3 west Poole Harbour area 14th 
September. 17 sites recorded birds throughout October.
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WADERS 
Avocet 8 adults were present on Brownsea Lagoon with 1 pair hatching 4 
chicks 15th July, unfortunately all the young were soon predated. 
Stone Curlew 1 at Stanpit Marsh 25th July. 1 heard Renscombe 18th October. 
Golden Plover c400 Maiden Castle 22nd, singles over Christchurch Harbour 
and East Bexington 29th and c30 at Eggardon Hill 31st October. 
Little Ringed Plover 7 at Lytchett Fields 1st July rising to 9 2nd July. 1 
Abbotsbury 7th July. Singles on Brownsea Lagoon 8th, a juvenile at Lytchett 
Fields 9th, Lodmoor and Stanpit 25th August. 
Ringed Plover 92 at Ferrybridge 27th August.  1 Longham Lakes 1st 
September. 
Dotterel 1 over Butterstreet Cove 7th October. 
Whimbrel Birds were recorded throughout July at Christchurch Harbour, 
Ferrybridge, Hengistbury Head, Lytchett Bay, Mudeford Quay and Portland Bill. 
Brownsea Lagoon, Christchurch Harbour, Ferrybridge and Stanpit Marsh all 
recorded birds in August. 2 Middlebere 20th October. 
Knot Birds recorded at Christchurch Harbour, Ferrybridge and Portland Bill 
during July. Brownsea Lagoon, Christchurch Harbour, Ferrybridge, Stanpit 
Marsh recorded 1-2 birds in August. Brownsea Lagoon, Christchurch Harbour, 
Stanpit Marsh and Middlebere recorded birds in October. Best count 9 
Middlebere 4th October. 
Ruff 16 at Lodmoor 19th July. 2 Stanpit Marsh 23rd August. 1 Lodmoor 25th 
August. 1 Lytchett Fields 28th-29th-30th August. Best counts in September 
were 5 Lytchett Fields RSPB 29th, 4 Lodmoor RSPB 29th, 4 Longham Lakes 
28th and 18 Arne Moors RSPB 30th. Recorded right through October at several 
sites best count 11 Lytchett Fields RSPB on the 3rd. 
Curlew Sandpiper September birds were at Brownsea Lagoon, Christchurch 
Harbour, Lodmoor RSPB, Middlebere and Stanpit. Lytchett Fields RSPB 
recorded birds thoughout the month with a maximum count of 4 7th. October 
peak counts: 4 Lytchett Fields RSPB 7th, 3 Middlebere 11th.  !!

STILT SANDPIPER 1 Lodmoor 
RSPB 1st-15th September is the 
first juvenile recorded in Dorset. 
It then relocated to Poole 
Harbour from 21st being first 
seen at Lytchett Fields RSPB 
before spending most of its time 
at Middlebere until the end of 
October at least. !
Photo at Lodmoor RSPB   
by Tim White 
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Dunlin 150 at Ferrybridge 28th August and 224 at Lytchett Fields 31st August. 
Purple Sandpiper 2 Hengistbury Head 7th, 1 Peveril Point 19th October. 
Baird’s Sandpiper 1 juvenile Brownsea Lagoon Lagoon 1st-16th September 
then Lynch Cove (The Fleet) 17th-22nd September (assuming same bird). 
Little Stint Brownsea Lagoon held a single from the 9th August through the 
month plus 2 juveniles on the 20th August. Birds were recorded throughout 
September at Arne Moors RSPB, Brownsea Lagoon, Ferrybridge, Lodmoor 
RSPB, Longham Lakes, Lytchett Fields RSPB, Mudeford Quay and Radipole 
Lake RSPB. October saw birds at Brownsea Lagoon, Christchurch Harbour, 
Ferrybridge, Lodmoor RSPB, Lytchett Fields RSPB and Middlebere. 
LEAST SANDPIPER 1 Lodmoor RSPB 11th-19th September first Dorset 
record. !!!!!!!

Least Sandpiper at 
Lodmoor RSPB by 
Tim White !!!!!!!!!

Pectoral Sandpiper 1 briefly Lynch Cove 3rd October. 
Buff-breasted Sandpiper 1 Southwell 13th-15th September. 1 over Culverwell 
Portland 3rd October. 
Red-necked Phalarope 1 in Arne Bay 25th August. 1 Arne Moors RSPB 
21st-26th September sharing a tiny freshwater pool with a Grey Phalarope. 
Grey Phalarope Birds were recorded in September from the 8th-23rd at 
Abbotsbury Swannery a max count of 8 13th, 1 Chesil Cove 8th, 1 Ferrybridge 
11th, 1 Longham Lakes 12th, singles at Chesil Cove and Butterstreet Cove on 
13th, 1 Arne Moors RSPB from 17th-19th, 4 at Rodden Hive 23rd with 2 
remaining the next day. 2 Cutcleaves Cove 3rd-5th October with 1 still 7th. 
Singles were seen at Lyme Regis, Mudeford Quay and several sites on the 
Fleet 21st October. 
Common Sandpiper highest count for the period was 18 Stanpit Marsh 23rd 
August. 
Spotted Sandpiper 1 Abbotsbury Swannery 17th September until end October 
at least.
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Green Sandpiper first returning bird was at Lodmoor 4th July then peak  
monthly counts were all at Lytchett Fields with 15 on 18th July, 23+ 7th August. 
15+ 4th September & 9 5th October. 
Spotted Redshank 2 birds on Brownsea in July and 2 Middlebere 27th July. 7 
Brownsea Lagoon 5th, singles at Middlebere and Stanpit Marsh 6th-9th August. 
Brownsea Lagoon noted up to 4 birds in September. Brownsea Lagoon was the 
prominent site, with a best count of 17 8th October.  
Greenshank Birds were recorded at Brownsea, Christchurch Harbour, Lytchett 
Fields RSPB, Middlebere and Stanpit Marsh during July. In August birds were at 
Brownsea Lagoon, Lytchett Bay, Middlebere, Stanpit Marsh, with 13 at 
Hengistbury Head 24th. Brownsea Lagoon recorded 25 12th September. Best 
counts were 16 Lytchett Fields RSPB 3rd, 27 Brownsea Lagoon  4th-9th 
October. 
Lesser Yellowlegs 1 Stanpit Marsh 23rd-26th September. 1 at Lodmoor RSPB 
5th-31st October. 
Wood Sandpiper Birds were recorded throughout the month of August at 
Christchurch Harbour, Cogden Beach, Crouch Hill, Lodmoor and Stanpit Marsh. 
Singles were at Abbotsbury Swannery, Brownsea Lagoon and Lytchett Fields 
RSPB (with 2 8th) during September. Singles at Abbotsbury Swannery 1st-6th 
& 12th-13th, Lytchett Fields RSPB 18th-19th October.  !
SKUAS TO TERNS  
Great Skua Singles past Portland Bill 5th and 15th July. 2 past Portland Bill 8th, 
3 14th and 1 31st of August. In September birds past Chesil Cove 10th-11th, 1 
past Hengistbury Head 7th and 2 past Portland Bill 3rd, 8th & 21st with 7 on 
13th. 11+ Chesil Cove, 1 past Portland Bill 21st, singles past Hengistbury Head 
26th-30th October.  
Pomarine Skua 1 pale phase w past Winspit 9th October.  
Arctic Skua 5 past Branksome Chine 3rd September was the highest single 
day total. 
Long-tailed Skua 1 past Portland Bill 21st September.  
Mediterranean Gull best count 240 Ferrybridge 25th October. 
Yellow-legged Gull 1 juvenile Blacknor 2nd July. 1 at Ferrybridge 16th July and 
2 Hut Fields Portland 18th July. Singles at Portland Bill and Radipole Lake 23rd 
July. 26 past Portland Bill (a site record) 24th July. Singles at Portland Bill, 
Oakdale Poole, Ferrybridge and Radipole Lake 26th July. 5 juveniles at 
Portland Bill 31st July. 29 roosted at Middlebere 8th August.  Several sites had 
sightings, mainly singles but Holes Bay held 12 10th August and Lytchett Bay 
also held 12 on the 21st August. 4 at Ferrybridge September. 1 over Southwell 
4th and 6 in Holes Bay 15th September. 1 Wareham Channel 22nd October. 
Sabine’s Gull 1 past Hengistbury Head and 1 past Portland Bill 13th 
September. 
Bonaparte’s Gull 1 at Brownsea Lagoon Lagoon 30th July remained until 31st 
August. 
Little Gull Singles at Abbotsbury Swannery 13th & 23rd-25th, East Bexington 
18th-22nd, Lodmoor RSPB 20th, 2 Mudeford Quay 10th, Portland Bill 13th 



September. Juvenile singles Brownsea Lagoon 3rd, Hengistbury Head 5th and 
Mudeford Quay 20th September. Singles past Durlston CP 7th & 20th, 
Herbury(Fleet) 7th-12th and Abbotsbury Swannery 8th October.  
Caspian Gull 1 2cy Lodmoor RSPB 22nd September, 1 1cy Portland Bill 1st 
October and 1 1cy Wareham Channel 22nd October.  
Little Tern 70+ fledged at Chesil Beach by 18th July. 
Sandwich Tern 1 at Longham Lakes 15th July was a good site record. 
Common Tern 110 chicks counted with many beginning to fledge on Brownsea 
Lagoon 13th July. 1 adult feeding a juvenile at Longham Lakes 15th July. 
Arctic Tern Mainly singles and twos at Abbotsbury, Brownsea Lagoon, East 
Bexington, Hengistbury Head, Mudeford Quay, Poole Harbour and Portland Bill, 
with maximum counts of 6 Portland Harbour 10th, 12+ West Bexington 14th 
September. 1 Radipole Lake RSPB 22nd October.  
Roseate Tern recorded throughout the month of July on Brownsea Lagoon 
maximum 3+ on the 12th. Abbotsbury Swannery had singles 5th, 6th, 9th, 12th 
and 13th July. 
Lodmoor had a single 11th July. 2 were at Ferrybridge 14th, 15th and 16th July. 
1 at Portland 3rd and 1 at Mudeford 7th August. 1 Christchurch Harbour 10th, 1 
Hengistbury Head 12th-13th September. 
Black Tern 1 Brownsea Lagoon 10th July. 1 at Stanpit Marsh 23rd, 1 past 
Chesil Beach 27th August. Highest counts 6 Hengistbury Head 5th then7 
Mudeford Quay 8th September. !
AUKS TO WOODPECKERS 
Woodpigeon Migratory movement in October. 27th  7,000 Christchurch 
Harbour, 3,500 Clouds Hill. 28th 50,000 Poole Harbour, 1,000+ Renscombe 
Farm. 29th 8,000 Christchurch Harbour, 7,000 Hengistbury Head, 1220 East 
Bexington. 30th 3.965 Lytchett Fields RSPB, c3.500 Arne RSPB, 2.500 
Christchurch Harbour. 
Turtle Dove 1 in a garden on Studland 7th July. 1 at Stanpit Marsh 18th August. 
1 at Stour Provost 8th September. 1 at Lytchett Fields RSPB 22nd October. 
Cuckoo 1 singing at Lodmoor 4th July. 2 at Hengistbury Head 10th August. 1 
Slepe Heath 2nd September. 
Short-eared Owl Singles Portland 4th-14th, 1 over Durlston CP 15th, 1 over 
Christchurch Harbour 16th and 2 in off the sea Portland Bill 24th September. 
Singles Portland Bill 17th-29th, 2 Durlston CP 25th and 2 Top Fields Portland 
26th October. 
Swift 500 through Christchurch Harbour 1st July.  
Hoopoe 1 near Abbotsbury Gardens 2nd September. Singles Portland Bill 4-5th 
September, a single recorded from 7th-17th Southwell Portland and 1 Radipole 
Village 29th September. 
Wryneck 1 at West Lulworth 26th and 1 at Durlston CP 31st August. Singles 
were at Ballard Down, Christchurch, Durlston CP, Lodmoor RSPB, Moonfleet, 
various sites on Portland throughout September. 2 at Durlston CP 4th and 3 at 
Portland Bill 6th September. Singles Hengistbury Head 3rd-4th, Southwell 
Portland 6th and Portland Observatory 21st October.
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LARKS TO WHEATEARS 
Skylark 180 over Clouds Hill October 27th.  
Sand Martin 80 through Ferrybridge in 90 minutes 17th July. 300+ over 
Ferrybridge 18th July. 100+ noted at Longham Lakes 24th August. 1+ Durlston 
CP 30th October. 
Swallow 2,000 south in one hour Hengistbury Head 10th September. 2 
Hengistbury Head 30th October. 
Meadow Pipit 1,100 over Hengistbury Head 30th September. 1,200 over West 
Bay 19th. 
Tree Pipit The best counts were 5 Portland Bill 10th August. 39 at Durlston CP 
16th and 11 Hengistbury Head, 7 Stanpit Marsh 24th August. 
Water Pipit 1 at Lodmoor RSPB 16th, 1 Stanpit Marsh 20th, 1 Lytchett Fields 
RSPB 27th October. 
Richard’s Pipit 1 on Portland 26th October. 
Tawny Pipit 1 over Brownsea Lagoon 14th September. 
“alba” Wagtail 40+ Portland Bill 17th, 105 Durlston CP 20th October. 
Yellow Wagtail the best counts for August being 28 Stanpit Marsh 24th, 250 at  
Abbotsbury Swannery, 150 Portland Bill, 100+ Ringstead, 45 Hengistbury Head 
and 32 at Lodmoor on the 25th. Stanpit Marsh had 35 on the 27th, Portland Bill 
had 400+ and Ferrybridge had 57 on the 28th. 
Movement records at a number of sites with best counts c100 Portland 1st, 80 
Portland 2nd, 94 Hengistbury Head 7th and 19 Middlebere 20th September. 1 at 
Clouds Hill 27th October.  
Blue-headed Wagtail 1 at Portland Bill 5th July. 
Redstart highest day count was 11 Hartland Moor 7th September.  
Black Redstart 4 on Portland 15th, 5 Portland Bill 18th with singles at several 
sites during the rest of October. 
Wheatear Best counts were 40 at Portland Bill, 16 Ringstead Bay 10th August. 
10 at Acton 15th and 20 at Durlston CP 24th August. Best counts were c50 
Portland Bill, 42 Ringstead-White Nothe 1st, 100 Portland, 24 Ferrybridge, 17 
Christchurch Harbour 2nd September. 
Whinchat 1 at Crouch Hill 19th July. 1 at Winspit 24th July. Singles and 2-3s 
recorded throughout August. 1-2-3s at several sites throughout the county with 
5 at Martinstown 2nd & 9th with 5 at Wick Fields 10th September. 2 at 
Christchurch Harbour 2nd October. !
THRUSHES TO STARLINGS 
Ring Ouzel Singles at Durlston CP, Portland 15-16-17th, Ballard Down 22nd 
September. Mainly in singles through October at several sites 4 on Portland the 
best number 27th. 
Greenish Warbler 1 at Portland Observatory 24th-25th and briefly in Southwell 
26th September. 
TWO-BARRED GREENISH WARBLER 1 at St. Aldhelm’s Head 15th-18th 
October. Although not currently recognised by the BOU as a distinct species this 
will change from 1st January 2018 when the IOC Taxonomic criteria is adopted. 
The first record for Dorset.
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!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
Pallas’s Warbler 1 at Hengistbury Head 28th October. 
Yellow-browed Warbler Singles recorded at various sites on Portland and at 
Arne RSPB, Durlston CP, Lodmoor RSPB and Poole Harbour between 20th & 
28th September. Prominent through October at many sites, mainly singles. 
Radde’s Warbler in October singles at Portland Observatory 15th & 25th and 
St. Aldhelm’s Head 18th.	 !!!!

Radde’s Warbler at St Aldhelm’s Head 
by Toby Austin	!!!!!

Willow Warbler The highest counts for the next period were 170 Hengistbury 
Head 5th August, 30 Brownsea Lagoon, 25 Portland Bill 8th August, 36 at 
Portland Bill 10th August and 32 at Wick 11th August.  
Blackcap 25 were at Durlston CP 24th, 19 at Hengistbury Head 29th, 65 ringed 
at Durlston CP and 20 ringed at Ballard Down 31st August. 40-50 were in a 
single Elderberry bush in a Winspit garden 2nd September. 115 recorded 
Hengistbury Head 7th September. 
Garden Warbler 23 at Hengistbury Head 7th September was by far the highest 
count of the period under review. 
Barred Warbler 1 ringed at Chickerell 6th October and 1 at Bovington Camp 
27th October. 
Siberian Chiffchaff 1 ringed at Portland Observatory 8th, 1 at Kinson Sewage
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Two-barred Greenish Warbler at St 
Aldhelm’s Head by Mike Morse

Greenish Warbler at Portland Bird 
Observatory by Brett Spencer
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Works 24th, 1 at Arne RSPB and 4 ringed at Portland Observatory 26th 
October.  
Lesser Whitethroat Singles and 2-3s with 5 at Hengistbury Head on the 5th 
this being the best count in August. 1 Durlston CP 2nd September. 2 ‘Siberian 
type’ on Portland 3rd October.  
Whitethroat 15 at Hengistbury Head 31st July. Hengistbury Head recorded the 
best counts for August with 32 on the 10th, 35 15th, 20 24th and 25 25th. 
Grasshopper Warbler 1 Ringstead 30th July. Durlston CP ringed a record 66 
on 20th August but this was soon broken by the 73 ringed on Ballard Down 5 
days later. 
Melodious Warbler 1 at Durlston CP 11th August and 1 at Greenlands Farm 
12th August. 
Sedge Warbler The highest counts were 300 Hengistbury Head 5th August and 
30 Portland Bill 10th August. 1 bird was controlled at Portland Observatory on 
the 14th August which was originally ringed there on 30th July 2016. 
YELLOW WARBLER 1 at Culverwell, Portland 21st August. 6th British record 
but the first for the mainland. 
Reed Warbler 1 late bird on Portland 27th October. 
Firecrest on October 15th 68 were ringed at Portland Observatory which 
exceeded any previous annual totals and it was estimated that at least 150 
were around the bill area that day.  
Spotted Flycatcher the highest counts were 11 Greenlands Farm 12th August, 
6+ Briantspuddle Heath 13th, 5 Chideock 14th, 25 Durlston CP, 20+ Lambert’s 
Castle 16th August and 10 Durlston CP 24th. Best counts 6 Abbotsbury, 4 
Slepe Heath 2nd, 6+ Portesham 5th and 16 Hartland Moor 7th September. 1 at 
Wick 2nd October. 
Pied Flycatcher 1 at Portland Bill 30th July. Singles recorded at 9 sites from 
the 6th to 24th August. 4+ on Portland 24th September. A single bird was at 
Portland Castle 1st-3rd October with another report of a single on Portland 14th 
October. 
Red-breasted Flycatcher A single on Portland from the 15th until 19th 
October. 
Great Grey Shrike 1 Hartland Moor 29th October. 
Hooded Crow 1 on Studland 28th-29th August and again 16th September. 
Rose-coloured Starling 1 juvenile flew over Portland Bill 30th August. 1 
Lodmoor RSPB 23rd-24th September and 7th October. !
SPARROWS TO BUNTINGS!
Tree Sparrow 2 over Stanpit Marsh and 2 over Christchurch Harbour 2nd and 
29th September respectively. A maximum of 4 at Portland Bill 6th October. 
Brambling Logged throughout October at various sites, best counts were 12 
over Hengistbury Head 26th, 22 over Christchurch Harbour 27th and 7 Durlston 
CP 29th. 
Linnet 300+ south at Ferrybridge 28th August. Best October migration numbers 
were 1,055 over Hengistbury Head 16th, 850 over West Bay 19th, 690 over 
Durlston CP 20th and 1,800 over Christchurch Harbour 25th.
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If you have any suggestions for articles for future inclusion in the newsletter 
then please forward them to admin@dorsetbirds.org.uk for consideration. 
These can range from a review of a book, your best days birding or a scientific 
study. !
The Daily Sightings blog http://dorsetbirds.blogspot.co.uk is updated by an ever 
dwindling group of volunteers and we need at least two more people to help 
maintain it. This involves collating information from around the county and 
uploading it to the blog which takes roughly half an hour or so (sometimes less 
on quiet days). Depending on the number of people on the rota you will update 
the blog on 3 or 4 day shifts every 3 or 4 weeks so it isn’t really an overly 
onerous task - please let me know if you can help. !
Lastly, if you are lucky enough to photograph a rare or scarce bird in the county 
then please consider forwarding a copy to dorsetbirdclub@hotmail.com for 
inclusion on the daily sightings page. !
We are also very grateful for any top quality photographs of commoner species 
and if space and time allows these will also be added to the blog.

Lesser Redpoll Best counts for October were 17 on Portland, 200 over Clouds 
Hill, 117 over Christchurch Harbour 27th and 106 over Hengistbury Head 30th. 
Goldfinch 1,580 over Durlston CP, 1,100 over Hengistbury Head 26th and 850 
over Christchurch Harbour 27th October. Siskin Best movement count was 126 
over Christchurch Harbour 27th October.  
Common Rosefinch 1 at Southwell Portland seen 1st-3rd July. 1 Easton 25th 
September. 
Crossbill 2 at Durlston CP 11th August. 4 over Hengistbury Head 4th and 4 
over Durlston CP 20th October. 
Bullfinch 65 over Durlston CP 29th and 87 over Ballard Down 30th October. 
Hawfinch Birds were recorded at many sites from singles up to double figures 
throughout October with single birds being ringed at Portland Observatory 5th 
and 24th.  
Little Bunting 1 ringed Portland Observatory 28th September. 
Lapland Bunting 1 Portland Bill 28th September. Singles were seen over the 
Christchurch Harbour area, Durlston CP and various sites on Portland 
throughout October. 
Corn Bunting 1 at Portland Bill 17th and 20+ Tarrant Rushton Airfield 24th 
October. 
Ortolan Bunting 1 over Durlston CP 23rd August. 2 over Stoborough 22.27 & 
03.58 from sound recordings on 27th-28th August. 3 over Old Town Poole 
between 23.15 & 03.36 3rd-4th and 1 Portland Bill 4th September. 
Rustic Bunting 1 ringed Portland Observatory 14th October.
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!
Bournemouth 
Natural  
Science Society !!!

39 Christchurch  Rd,  
Bournemouth,  
Dorset, BH1 3NS. 
Tel:  01202 553525     
Charity No: 219585 !
BNSS Welcomes all to lectures, donations in 
lieu of admission charge. !
We have a wide programme of lectures/field 
trips please see our website for full details. !
http://www.bnss.org.uk !
Charity no: 219585
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We offer a range of birdwatching experiences with 
small  friendly  groups  and  expert  local  guides. 
Covering  Dorset,  New  Forest  and  the  Hampshire 
Coast  and  short  breaks  at  birding  hot  spots  in 
Britain and further afield. 
 

Please visit our website at 
www.twoowlsbirding.blogspot.co.uk or 
contact Jackie Tel: 01202 620049 Email:

 twoowls.birding@btinternet.com

CALLUNA BOOKS
Specialists in out-of-print

NATURAL HISTORY BOOKS
Books bought & sold

Log on to the website for our stock list
or contact us for a copy of our

latest catalogue

T: 01929 552 560
E: enquiries@callunabooks.co.uk

W: www.callunabooks.co.uk

10% discount to DBC members

Callers welcome by appointment
Neil Gartshore, Moor Edge, 2 Bere Road

Wareham, BH20 4DD

The Birdwatcher’s Yearbook 
2018 edition

pub. by Calluna Books
cover price £19.50 

available from Calluna Books
@ £17.00 incl. postage

~~~~~

 I have decided to downsize my own collection 
and so will be adding a number of items

including:

Poole Harbour Study Group reports; 
DNH&AS reports (going back to the early 1900’s); 

and a few other Dorset related items.

***Other new stock recently added***



CALLUNA BOOKS

Specialists in out-of-print
NATURAL HISTORY BOOKS

Books bought & sold

Log on to our website for a full stock list
or contact us for a copy of our

latest catalogue

T: 01929 552 560
E: enquiries@callunabooks.co.uk

W: www.callunabooks.co.uk

10% discount to DBC members

Visitors welcome by appointment
Neil Gartshore, Moor Edge, 2 Bere Road

Wareham, BH20 4DD

John Tennent, Dorset Bird Artist:  we have  
selection of unmounted prints - ask for details


