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Editor’s Chat
This Newsletter has an assortment of different articles from the Chairman outlining 
some of the changes that are being made in the club and how we see the future.

I would like to thank Phyl England, who has contributed the county round up of 
sightings since I’ve been Editor, for all her hard work. Though we have not seen the 
last of Phyl entirely, as we will  still see the occasional  article from her in the future.  
Which brings me to welcoming Paul Morton onto the team, who will be taking over 
with producing the sightings summary. Paul is the Warden at Arne Nature RSPB 
Nature Reserve.

I also would like to take this opportunity to thank all  the photographers for their 
continued support in allowing me to reproduce their superb photographs on the 
cover and within these pages.  

Jack Winsper, the Dorset BTO Atlas coordinator, asks for help for this the last year 
for the National Atlas. There is still more to do to complete Dorset’s squares.

Kathryn Ross, who is part of a working group from Bournemouth University involved 
with surveying Poole Harbour and assessing how its ecology has changed over 
time, will be looking at the impacts on the waders using this area. In the coming year 
she is looking at the feeding ecology of avocets in the harbour and would like 
members to assist in this important work.

We have an interesting observation from Treleven Haysom of Swift predation.  Nick 
Tomlinson the RSPB’s Manager at Radipole gives us an update on the Reserve and 
the recent work that has been carried out to improve the site. Tony Conway gives his 
account of birding on the Isle of Scilly in August and September.  Jackie Hull  brings 
back memories of the birds in the past with a summary of 1980.

As usual I’ve trawled the internet for articles that you might find of interest one of 
the more concerning articles recently is the UK’s ‘Birds Most in Need of Help’.  40 
of this hundred species have been identified by the RSPB as priority species. To 
find out more follow the link below. 
http://www.rspb.org.uk/news/details.aspx?id=tcm:9-261764 

Another project being taken on by the RSPB is to remove all  the rodents from the 
Pacific  Island of Henderson to prevent the extinction of the Henderson Petrel 
provided it can raise  £600,000 in donations. The project is due to start next 
August.  Find out more by following the link below .
http://www.rspb.org.uk/news/262476-rspb-plans-to-remove-rodents-
frompacific-paradise 

If your interested in the migration of  one of the worlds rarest birds Sociable Lapwing 
go to the link below.
http://www.amazing-journey.org/?utm_source=digitalspring 

http://bt.yahoo.com
http://bt.yahoo.com
http://bt.yahoo.com
http://bt.yahoo.com
http://bt.yahoo.com
http://bt.yahoo.com
http://bt.yahoo.com
http://bt.yahoo.com
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Chairman’s Chat Neil Gartshore
 
A busy six months have just flown by. Following my review of the Club and my first 
Committee Meeting, we have been working hard in many areas. Much of this work 
has been behind the scenes. For example, the way we manage the membership list 
and accounts have been changed to help make the Club’s administration more 
streamlined and less time consuming. 

In the near future we are aiming to put the Club under charitable status. This will 
allow us to be more effective with our finances as we’ll be able to claim a tax refund 
for each member who signs a Gift Aid form [more about this at a later date]. This 
extra funding will help to boost our Conservation Fund enabling us to support more 
small projects around the county. 

The Committee has been divided into small working groups to progress a number of 
other initiatives, which will be rolled out in due course. The Website and Newsletter 
are to be revamped in the coming months to freshen up both their style and content. 
We are aiming to be more proactive in getting articles in to the Newsletter but a 
contribution of articles or suggestions of themes from YOU are always welcomed! 

One thing that I think the Club needs to do quite urgently is to raise its profile. We 
made a start in August when we took a stand at the Oak Fair - around 6000 people 
attended, many passing through our stand. 

On 30th October, the Club joined forces with the BTO to hold a one-day conference 
on Dorset’s birds. There were a number of interesting speakers and it was an 
opportunity for local birdwatchers to get together socially. One specific aim of the 
conference was to promote the final year of the BTO Atlas. Despite the number of 
birdwatchers in Dorset, and the variety of interesting birds and habitat we have, we 
are lagging behind virtually every other county in the UK! 

In September, a representative of the Club attended a familiarisation trip to the Tarifa 
area in Spain (more about this in a future Newsletter). Apart from learning about the 
area as a birdwatching destination, it was a great opportunity to meet up with 
representatives from other Bird Clubs to share experiences - a lot of positive ideas 
came out of the trip. 

There is still  a lot of work to do and I hope over the coming months you will start to 
see the results. However we, as the Committee, can only do so much, so offers of 
help or suggestions from you would be much appreciated. Please feel free to 
contact me.  (See club contacts inside back cover).

Discounts for DBC Members
Calluna Books now offer a 10% discount on all  purchases of out-of-print natural 
history books from their extensive stock list. Please see their advert for contact 
details. When ordering books please mention that you are a DBC member.
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Committee Vacancies

Publicity Officer 
Chris Chapleo has given notice that he will  be stepping down from the committee by the 
end of the year so we are looking for a replacement. The Publicity Officer will  specifically 
take the lead on maintaining and developing the Club’s publicity activities as well as 
contributing to the development of the role and the profile of the Dorset Bird Club. 

If you are interested in the post or if you would like to help with some aspects of the role, 
but don’t feel that you want to be on the committee, please contact Neil  Gartshore 
(Chairman) for an initial chat before making any commitment. 

BTO Regional Representative for Dorset
The BTO Regional  Rep. holds a post on the DBC committee as a link to the national 
surveys carried out by the BTO – this is currently vacant and in urgent need of filling! 

The appointment is made by the BTO and a summary of the ‘duties’ can be found on 
the following link: http://www.bto.org/regional/index.htm.

To discuss further please contact Ieuan Evans, Head of Membership & Volunteer 
Engagement, BTO, The Nunnery, Thetford, Norfolk, IP24 2PU, phone: 01842 750050, 
email: ieuan.evans@bto.org

2011 Subscriptions Due
Please note that annual  subscriptions are due on the 1st of January. Those of you who 
have standing orders in place need do nothing else - the funds will  be transferred from 
your account within the first 10 days of the month. 

If you do not pay by standing order, a cheque/PO, payable to the ‘Dorset Bird Club’, 
should be sent to the Membership Secretary. Please include your name, address and 
(optionally) your telephone number/email  address. Payments can also be made by cash 
– but must be sent securely. 

Membership rates remain the same:
Single member = £12.00
Joint members = £16.00
Student member = £7.00
Junior member = £4.00
A life member rate is available – please enquire. 

We would encourage as many Club members as possible to set up a standing order as 
it helps to reduce the amount of work required to process the annual subscriptions - 
please ask for a form. 

Diana Dyer, Membership Secretary, The Cedars, 3 Osmay Road, Swanage, BH19 2JQ, 
phone: 01929 421402, email: richarddiana@tiscali.co.uk 

http://bt.yahoo.com
http://bt.yahoo.com
mailto:ieuan.evans@bto.org
mailto:ieuan.evans@bto.org
mailto:richarddiana@tiscali.co.uk
mailto:richarddiana@tiscali.co.uk
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BTO Atlas Jack Winsper BTO Atlas Co-ordinator for Dorset

Taking on the mantle of Atlas coordinator for Dorset at the beginning of the year 
has enabled me to observe a very interesting species, the Tetrad Volunteer 
Homo nil-obligator.  Behaviour shows marked variance making it highly likely we 
have the two subspecies H.n. vivace and H.n. largo extant in Dorset.  The vivace 
race is highly active, shows great site loyalty and resident for both the breeding 
season and winter.  It typically ranges over an area of 12 km2 , hence hatching 
reports for 2 or 3 tetrads.  Industrious types have been observed to cover much 
bigger areas, the 5 most busy having a combined territory extending to over 
15% of the county and hatching reports for in excess of 100 tetrads. 
 
This behaviour is contrasted by a smaller population of H.n.largo, which whilst 
going through the usual display to take on territory, either hatch nothing at all  or 
desert half way through the season.  This behaviour could be a subject for 
further study, according to Darwin, it should not be possible for them to survive.  
Indeed as it is preventing the productive vivace from taking on more territories I 
have been granted a licence to undertake a cull.  I have been successful with 
spotting those where their behaviour is atypical but some make noises similar to 
vivace and so in these instances identification is inconclusive.  These will  have 
to be subject to another weeding exercise shortly as time for the Atlas is running 
out but sadly will probably mean a few vivace are eliminated also.

Despite my little satire I do appreciate that we are all  volunteers and that some 
disappearance of surveyors will  be 
due to important and possibly 
tragic reasons.  However it is 
puzzling that the part of the county, 
which is the most populace, is 
performing the worst.  For 
example, at the time of writing 10k 
square SY88 (Frome Valley and 
Wool) has 20 of its 25 tetrads 
allocated but so far only 5 winter 
surveys have been completed.  
The breeding surveys are even 
worse, 7 early surveys have been 
completed but for the later survey, 
none have been completed.  SY99 
(East of Poole) is in a similar poor state, 17 tetrads taken, just a couple 
completed in the winter and half a dozen in the summer.  As I said above the 
figures quoted were correct at time of writing but I am currently going through 
another tidying up exercise, which should release some more tetrads so that at 
time of reading there well may be free tetrads near you waiting to be surveyed.  
Why not check and apply if any takes your fancy.
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Whilst a lot of emphasis is given to timed tetrad visits, effort to submit roving 
records should not be forgotten.  For the winter Atlas work these records are 
used to top up the list of species found by TTV’s.  Reports can be submitted 
using Roving Records or alternatively you can use Birdtrack, which will  give the 
sightings a wider audience.  There is an automatic link between Birdtrack and 
the Atlas so for the winter at least either method will do as far as the Atlas is 
concerned.  

On the Atlas Home page, www.bto.org/birdatlas, there is a menu option 
“Latest Results”.  This has a number of sub menus and, apart from taking a 
serendipitous delve, you may find of interest at this time of year the “Regional 
Results” and “Richness Gaps List”.  The information within could help focus your 
efforts for maximum impact.

I hope all  of you who have been involved in Atlas work have enjoyed it and if 
anyone who has been tempted to, but not taken the plunge, will  think again and 
have a go.  The amount of effort required is as much as you want it to be. 

Poole Harbour Avocet Project Kathryn Ross

In October 2009 I began a PhD at Bournemouth University on how the ecology 
of Poole Harbour is changing over time, especially as a habitat for birds. The 
harbour supports many species of birds in internationally and nationally 
important numbers. However, climate change and other human activities may be 
altering the invertebrate food supply available to birds in certain areas of the 
harbour. In the winter of 2009, a team from the University conducted an 
extensive survey of the invertebrate life at 80 sites within the harbour’s inter-tidal 
zone. Similar surveys have been conducted in the past, allowing us to see how 
things have changed over time. Early indications are that the biomass available 
to birds feeding in the harbour has decreased quite dramatically in the last 5 
years, and we don’t yet know why. Repeat surveys are being conducted at 
various places in the harbour, at different times of year over the next few years, 
and we will hopefully identify some of the mechanisms of change.

The next phase of my study focuses 
on the over-winter feeding ecology of 
avocets within the harbour. I will be 
observing Avocets throughout the 
winter at Brownsea Island lagoon and 
Middlebere Creek. I am hoping to 
learn as much as I can about the 
factors that impact their feeding rates 
(e.g. prey availability, weather, 
density of Avocets, density of other 
species). I am also interested in 
determining what triggers Avocets to 

http://www.bto.org/birdatlas
http://www.bto.org/birdatlas
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switch from a solitary feeding strategy to a cooperative group feeding strategy, 
and the relative energetic pros and cons of each strategy. These data will be 
used to predict how future changes to the harbour might affect the Avocets. The 
possible loss of Brownsea lagoon due to sea level rise and the construction of a 
new saline lagoon at Arne, coupled with changing salinity patterns altering prey 
distributions, are examples of the kinds of environmental changes that will affect 
the population in the future. 

Other important sites for Avocets in Poole Harbour include Arne Bay, upper 
Holes Bay, Lytchett Bay and Wych Lake. Ideally I would study all  these sites 
intensively, but I can’t be everywhere at once! So if you happen to be bird 
watching around these areas and spot some Avocets I would be very pleased to 
hear about your sightings! Details such as date, time, precise location, whether 
the birds are feeding or roosting, and feeding cooperatively in a dense flock or 
singly are also helpful. Shaun Robson was kind enough to send me some data 
on Avocets in Lytchett Bay going back to 1995, and any other historical records 
like this would be greatly appreciated. My email  is kross@bournemouth.ac.uk. 
Please get in contact if you’d like to hear more about the project or have any 
Avocet tales to tell!                   

Letters from the Membership

The following e-mail was included because of it’s ornithological interest. If you 
have observations such as these please write them up and send them to me for 
inclusion in the Newsletter.

To the Editor,
This note may be of interest:
 
As usual  'my' Swifts returned in late April soon followed by others. Without 
preliminaries they occupied the same holes as last year.

On 24th May I was dismayed to find a mangled swift corpse in the garden and 
puzzled as to the identity of its killer.  Almost certainly the answer was provided 
on 7th June when by sheer chance I saw a magpie killing a swift on the lawn. I 
guess a/the magpie also killed the earlier victim plus possibly others.

The victims did not leave obvious vacancies in the nesting boxes I can see into, 
so just whom they were is puzzling.

3 pairs - the usual  number in recent years - went on to all  fledge young. There 
were another 3 pairs or so on buildings not far away. As far as I am aware that 
makes the total for Langton Matravers.

My impression is that numbers in the summer sky over Swanage were less than 
previous years but that the other near colony, the sea cliffs near Dancing Ledge, 

mailto:kross@bournemouth.ac.uk
mailto:kross@bournemouth.ac.uk
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held the usual sort of number if not more.

Two plus dead adults from such a small  colony can hardly be insignificant. How 
the capture is made can only be guessed. Do swifts recognise magpies as 
dangerous?

Treleven Haysom

From the Editor 

I contacted Geoff Beale, Swift Project, and Stephen Fitt, RSPB Swift 
Caseworker, in reference Treleven’s observation, and neither had heard of 
Swifts being taken by Magpies. Stephen commented as follows: -

Thanks for your e-mail, Magpie predation is a new one on me to, we know 
that urban Peregrines take a number of Swifts, quite possibly at night, 
Hobbies certainly hunt Swifts and the hirundines and Swift Conservation 
website shows Gulls taking Swifts when they are nesting under pan-tiles in 
Italy.

If the breeding pairs were unaffected presumably the casualties were 
immature non-breeders or adults prospecting for a new nest site and maybe 
the Magpie got lucky!

It might become relevant if Treleven Haysom or 
other birders in the locality observe this 
behaviour repeated in future years.

Treleven also reports that he's seen fewer swifts 
than in previous years. As you know the decline 
in numbers is worrying and the impact of climate 
change on their migration routes and wintering 
g rounds i n Sub -Saha ran A f r i ca , ove r -
enthusiastic use of insecticides both here and in 
Africa, a series of poor summers and the 
reduction of suitable nest sites may all be contributing factors.

On the positive side our inventory of swift nest sites and screaming parties is 
expanding, the general  public and Local Authorities are becoming much 
more supportive and in the West Country we believe they had a successful 
breeding season, so given time we hope the trend will be reversed!!

I would just like to add that Stephen is going to give us an update on the 
Swift project, hopefully the data will be collated by the end of the year ready 
for our February Newsletter. Eds
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Radipole Lake Restoration Project  Nick Tomlinson

Radipole Lake has long been famous for its wildlife, especially reedbed 
specialists, such as Bearded Tit, reedbed warblers and Bittern, as well as a wide 
range of wildfowl and other water birds. The last few decades, however, have 
seen a significant deterioration of the quality of the habitats at Radipole, 
primarily through a combination of rhizome and litter accumulation within the 
reedbeds, but exacerbated, within the wet grassland, by silt deposition from 
winter flood waters.  The result of this combination of factors has been a severe 
decline in the structure of the reedbed, to such a degree that an extensive 
network of ditches and open water has now been lost and circa 50-60% of 
available reedbed has water depths between 0−10 cm in summer. Whilst dry 
reedbed is important for some species, this is too low to promote a rich and 
successful widespread reedbed community. The decline in habitat quality has 
contributed to significant declines in many of the species for which the site is 
designated, in some cases by as much as 80% and, because of these declines, 
the part of the SSSI concerned (shown on the map below) was designated as 
being in unfavourable declining condition and, for the past 3 years, the RSPB 
has been working closely with local partners including Natural  England, 
Weymouth & Portsmouth Borough Council  and the Environment Agency to 
develop a funded programme of works that will achieve favourable condition 
status.  

In 2008 this programme of works was agreed and 
the ditches and open water that would form part of 
the project are highlighted on the map opposite to 
the right. Work began on a staged restoration 
programme in the winter of 2008/09 and the 
second stage is now drawing to a close. The aim of 
the project is to restore and enhance the historic 
ditch and open water network across the reserve, 
through a programme of clearance and re-profiling, 
as well  as the creation of additional  ditches and 
water bodies to link the various parts of the mosaic 
together, improving water flow and hence fish 
movement around the site. Once completed, the 
project, which is fully funded by Natural England, 
will  see around 7 km of ditches and over a hectare 
of open water either created or restored, the largest 
works programme the reserve has seen in living 
memory.  

By creating a rich mosaic of pools, ditches and larger bodies of open water, as 
well introducing an age structure into the vegetation (from open water through 
early to late successional vegetation types), which currently does not exist, the 
works provide a wide range of habitats. The works have already paid dividends, 
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with the rare Nathusius’ Pipistrelle being found on the new ditches (the first 
record of this rare bat for the site, and only the third for Dorset), Otter returning to 
breed on (or at least very close to) the site, after an absence of over quarter of a 
century and species such as Garganey seen courting and mating on the new 
ditches as well as an apparent boost in the number of species such as 
dragonflies. Interestingly, Golden Dock, previously only known in Dorset at 
Lodmoor, now flourishes along the newly restored ditches, the first time it has 
been seen at Radipole since the 1960s.  

The results of the first phase can be seen in the two pictures shown here The 

picture on the right shows the reedbed 
before the works began, the picture on the left shows the results of seven weeks 
worth of work, a fantastic mosaic  of deep and shallow ditches, open water and 
wet reedbed.

With sustainability in mind, the newly restored areas can be hydrologically 
isolated from the main river (and hence from the silt carried down the river), and 
we have installed fish fences to exclude the large carp that live in the lake. In 
addition a programme of maintenance will further enhance the diversity of the 
site, through a mixture of reed cutting (including, we hope, cutting reed for 
thatch) and a programme of ditch maintenance to ensure ditches remain open 
and free from encroachment and silt accumulation.  We also hope to install more 
and better viewing platforms, but more of that another time perhaps!

Isle Of Scilly News 2010 Tony Conway

As with most Islands, weather played an important part during my late August to 
September stay.  The last week with a change in the wind direction resulted in 
many more birds. The holiday didn’t start well with all  flying into the island 
cancelled on my arrival date and, so for the first time in over 25 years I travelled 
on the ship Scillonian 3 and landed when it was dark.

‘Sapphire Pelagics’ run out of St. Mary’s by skipper Joe Pender, ably assisted by 
local birder Bob Flood, ran mainly at weekends during August. On the trips I 
managed to see plenty of Storm Petrels; Manx and Balearic  Shearwaters, with really 
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close views of Great and Arctic Skuas; a large pod of Common Dolphin; three 
Harbour Porpoise and a Wilson’s Petrel. Of the latter only about twelve have been 
seen this year as opposed to at least 3 times that number last year.  Three Blue 
Shark were tagged bringing this years total to 30 animals caught.

Greenshank and Common Sandpiper were almost daily sightings. It was not until 
recently that I learnt the sandpiper family bobbing is known as ‘teetering’.

Amongst the increasing flocks of Sanderling about 20 were on Porth Thomas on St. 
Mary’s which known locally as Shark Pit, apparently so named because in bygone 
days it was where shark were landed and cut up. The local  tour leader Will  Wagstaff 
tells me one Sanderling ringed in Greenland during one summer in the 1970’s 
returned to winter on the island for the next 14 years. Another, coloured ringed in 
November 2008 in Mauritania, where it over-wintered until April  2009, was noted on 
Tresco in June this year. Some travellers!

A St. Mary’s walk led by Will  started well when he found a Melodious Warbler near 
Harry’s Walls, a Mediterranean Gull on Taylors Island and a Tree Pipit in Lower 
Moors. Progressing to Porth Hellick we added Yellow Wagtail  (with more arriving the 
following days) and to cap it all Pied and Spotted Flycatcher in Carreg Dhu gardens 
and splendid views of an Icterine Warbler. Two “hippo’s” in one day, I need to sit 
down. Over the next few days it was thought there were at least five ‘Melodies’ 
around the islands.

Towards the end of my stay the expected Dotterel and Wryneck started to come in 
and there were reports of a Montagu’s Harrier seen by Paul St. Pierre, who some of 
you may know from his Dorset days.

On my very last day, three Buff-breasted Sandpipers appeared on St. Mary’s airport, 
and I was very pleased to get  close views of one and a Curlew Sandpiper at Porth 
Hellick.

Generally whilst Raven, peregrine and Marsh Harrier were present, breeding could 
not be confirmed and for some inexplicable reason Common Tern made no attempt 
to do so.  

As far as the Lepidoptera order was 
concerned Small Tortoiseshell fared 
better than last year and there was a 
gigantic North American Robin Moth on 
St. Mary’s.

For the first time in my recent visits about 
4 Basking Shark were around the islands.

No prizes for guessing when I’m going back.



13

Bournemouth Natural 
Science Society

39 Christchurch Road, 
Bournemouth, 
Dorset, BH1 3NS.
Tel:  01202 553525    
Charity no: 219585

BNSS Welcomes all to lectures, 
donations in lieu of admission 
charge.

Of special interest to DBC 
members on Saturday February 
19th 2011 at 19.00hrs ‘Feathered 
Friends & Foes’ by Brian Pettit.

We have a wide programme of 
lectures/field trips please see our 
website for full details.
http://www.bnss.org.uk

Come to Lyme for reliable Dippers, 
Purple Sandpipers and the 

“Best New Cheese Retailer 2009”.  
We stock the finest cheeses from the 
West Country and further afield and 
a great range of accompaniments. In 

the summer we serve Barford ice 
creams and sorbets by the scoop.

Off season we open Friday, Saturday 
and Sunday. But when the tourists 

are in town, every day except 
Monday …

MILL LANE (OFF COOMBE ST).
LYME REGIS, DT7 3PU

01297 44 26 26
WWW.TOWNMILLCHEESE.CO.UK

TwO Owls Birding
2010

We offer a range of birdwatching experiences with small 

friendly groups and expert local guides. Covering Dorset, 

New Forest and the Hampshire Coast and short breaks at 

birding hot spots in Britain and further afield.
Please visit our website at www.twoowlsbirding.co.uk

or contact Jackie Tel: 01425 656841 
Email:twoowls.birding@btinternet.com
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Outdoor Field Visits  - Trevor Thorpe & Andy Humber

Our walks are now categorised A, B or C.
A)  Easy – Fairly short walk over relatively flat ground, with 

no/few stiles

B) Medium difficulty – Moderate distance, and/or moderate 
hills, and/or moderate number of stiles

C) Strenuous- Long distance, and/or steep hills, and/or 
many stiles.

Sunday 7th November 2010
Middlebere & Hartland Moor (SY926865) Category B
09.30am – Park on the side of the road at the entrance track to 
Middlebere Farm - Leader Trevor Thorpe.

Saturday 11th December 2010
Tarrant Rushton Airfield (ST950061) Category A
09.30am - Meet at the Airfield War Memorial on the Tarrant 
Rushton/Witchampton Road - Leader John Lockwood.

Saturday 8th January 2011
Normandy Marsh, Lymington (SZ330954) Category A
09.00 – meet in the large car park at the end of Bath Road.

FOLLOW ON MEETING commences approx. 14.00hrs  
Blackwater Arboretum (SU268048) Category A 
Meet in the car park at Rhinefield Ornamental Drive - Leader 
Andy Humber.

Sunday 13th February, 2011
Shell Bay (SZ 035862) Category A 
09.30am –morning only.  Meet in National Trust car park on 
Shell Bay side of Sandbanks Ferry.  Wintering wild fowl should 
be present and possibly divers and grebes.  Leader Trevor 
Thorpe

Saturday 12th March, 2011
New Forest (SU 186156) Category B  
09.30am – all day.  Meet in Ashley Walk car park, one mile east 
of Godhill Village on the B3078 Fordingbridge to Bramshaw 
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Telegraph Road.  For Woodland birds and possibly Lesser 
Spotted Woodpecker.  Leader TBA

Saturday 16th April, 2011
White Nothe (SY 759824) Category B  
09.30am – all day.  From A353 East of Weymouth take the 
minor road turning through Upton Village and continue to 
National Trust car park.  For Spring migrants and possibly 
Nightingale.  Leaders Andy Humber & Trevor Thorpe

Saturday 14th May, 2011
Longham Lakes (SZ 066983) Category A   
09.30-13.30.  Meet in the Study Centre Car Park off the A348.  
The turning is between the Kings Arms and the White Hart 
public houses.  For Wildfowl and Summer migrants.  

FOLLOW ON MEETING – approx 14.00hrs.   
White Sheet Plantation, Holt (SU 047036) Category A.  
Meet in the car park.  For Heathland birds in Spring.  
Leader Trevor Thorpe

Friday 10th June, 2011
Sherford Bridge (SY 919927)  Category A  19.30 hrs.  
Meet in car park by bridge.  Evening walk for Nightjar.  
Leader Andy Humber

Sunday 24th July, 2011
Martin Down and Pentridge (Su 058192)  Category B   
09.30 – all day.  Meet in the car park at the end of Sillen Lane.  
For downland birds and butterflies, possibly Turtle Dove and  
Dark Green  Fritillaries.  Leaders John & Sally Lucas

Saturday 13th August, 2011
Fontmell Down (ST 887186)  Category B  
09.30 – morning only.  Meet in the National Trust car park on 
the Blandford to Melbury Abbas Road (The Higher Shaftesbury 
Road). For high summer plants  and possibly Silver Spotted 
Skipper butterflies.  Leader Phil Read

FOLLOW ON MEETING – approx 14.00hrs.  Category B.  
Win Green (ST 923205).  From the B3081 take the turning  for 
the minor road to Ludwell.  Leader Phil Read
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From the Archive – 1980 Jackie Hull

Looking back thirty years, 1980 proved to be quite an exceptional 
year, with no less than four new  birds for Dorset. Starting with a long 
s tay ing Pied-b i l led Grebe  a t 
Radipole on 25th January  - 4th 
February and then moving to 
Littlesea from 10th February – 24th 
May. During April and May, having 
established a territory at the north 
end of the lake and now  in full 
summer plumage, it was frequently 
seen to display, and its distinctive 
call was heard over some distance. 
At Durlston Head on the 4th February 
a Black-browed Albatross  was 
picked up in the afternoon moving 
past with a number of Gannets. Then 
on May 2nd at Lodmoor, a Black Kite 
was seen being mobbed by crows for 
ten minutes before moving quickly 
north and slowly gaining height and 
disappearing.  

The last species to be added to the Dorset list in this year was 
actually submitted to the BBRC originally as a Bonelli’s Warbler, it was 
subsequently re-submitted as a Booted Warbler  and accepted.  This 
bird was ringed at Portland Bill Observatory on 22nd/23rd September.

On the 13th April a vagrant gull from North America appeared at 
Radipole and was thought to be a first for Dorset as a Franklin’s Gull. 
This bird was finally accepted as a second-summer Laughing Gull. 
This was the second record for Dorset. An Ivory Gull from 22nd 
January to 10th February at Chesil Cove was a second county record 
for the 20th century.

An interesting record was reported of an American Bittern found 
dead at Tincleton on the 12th November. This was the second record 
and amazingly was found at the same location as the first British 
record shot at Puddletown in 1804. The body was handed into the 
County Museum at Dorchester and is preserved there. 
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BOOK REVIEW Alan Snook

Where to Watch Birds in Ethiopia by Claire Spottiswoode, Merid 
Gabremichael and Julian Francis is published by Christopher 
Helm @ £19.99 ISBN9781408130759

As the sub-title on the back of the book rightly suggests, this is “an 
essential guide to the best birding sites” in Ethiopia and should help 
in locating the many endemics sought after by birders. After the 
introductory chapters on such topics as 
habitats, endemism and the planning of 
your trip, we come to the main bulk of 
the book and the top fifty bird watching 
sites in the country. These are sub-
divided into eight regions and then 
each is given a selected number of 
sites detailing how  and where to find 
the birds, particularly those that are 
much sought after and hard to locate. 
The use of  colour throughout the book 
is to be applauded, with some fantastic 
photographic shots of wildlife and 
scenery. The maps should prove 
useful, but once again a little careful 
cartographic editing would have made 
them perfect, although to be fair the list 
of GPS co-ordinates as an appendix 
should ensure that no one gets lost! 
O v e r a l l t h i s i s a n i c e p o r t a b l e 
paperback and the authors are to be 
congratulated on producing a fine addition to the avian literature.

I would just like to add that the authors do not receive any royalties 
all the profits are going into providing free books to Ethiopians an 
excellent cause.  It is available on Amazon. Eds
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OUTDOOR MEETINGS

WHAT DO YOU THINK?
We wish to canvass the opinion of our members on the various aspects of 
outdoor meetings, in order that we continue to arrange relevant, beneficial and 
of course enjoyable trips.

We appreciate that members will  all have different views as to what they wish to 
get out of meetings.  Therefore, we would value your feedback and suggestions 
be they negative, positive or indifferent.

Matters you may like to consider are:

WHEN

• Would you like to see the occasional  weekday or evening trips in the 
programme?

• The duration of trips

WHERE

• Known good bird watching sites in Dorset only

• The chance to explore lesser known areas in Dorset to try and discover 
what might be there

• Day trips out of the county (with transport included where appropriate)

• Weekend or longer trips to stay in well known birding areas away from 
Dorset

• Boat trips off the Dorset coast or around Portland Harbour

ACCESS

• Sites which can be visited by using public transport

• Sites which are accessible by the less able

TOPICS

• Trips to help and encourage beginners

• Identification workshops, both indoor and outdoor to cater for various 
levels of expertise

• Flowers, butterflies, dragonflies or other branches of natural history

Please send your comments to Trevor Thorpe or Andy Humber and we will give 
then all due consideration when we plan the programme.
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Dorset Bird Sightings Paul Morton

August Highlights
The theme for August was to check every small wader sighting…..very 
carefully!! With what was first thought be a Little Stint actually turned out to 
be a Semipalmated Sandpiper at Lodmoor (5th), then at Ferrybridge (27th) a 
‘Little Stint’ showed up, only to be re-identified as Dorset’s first Red Necked 
Stint. A Glossy Ibis was discovered at Stanpit (12th) then moved to Upton 
CP (13TH), also a Great White Egret at Middlebere. A Melodious Warbler was 
found on Portland (9th). Four Osprey were seen flying west together at Arne 
(4th). A Melodious Warbler also turned up at Durlston (24th) with a lovely early 
Autumn Wryneck there too (30th). A Purple Heron passed over Christchurch 
(28th).

Poole Harbour – The first big 
movement of  the Autumn was a large 
mixed tit flock passing through Arne 
(1st), containing Willow  Warbler, 
Chiffchaff, Garden Warbler and a 
Redstart. Also a Pied Flycatcher on 
the same date, along with six 
Spoonbill. Avocet numbers slowly 
increased into double figures mid 
month. Spotted Redshank were 
present all month. Green Sandpipers 
were around in twos and threes (6th) 
at Arne. Red Kite over Hartland Moor. 
Ospreys moved through in groups, 
with three (18th) and four (19th) and 
five (30th) with singles seen most 
days around the harbour. A Honey Buzzard over Brownsea (29th). Four 
Wigeon at South Haven (28th). Wader numbers grew  and grew  with Black 
Tailed Godwits, Curlew, Red and Greenshank reaching good numbers, 
along with the odd Bar Tailed Godwit. Whimbrel were dotted around the 
Harbour all month. Five Knot at Middlebere (24th). Juvenile Cuckoos were 
spotted at Arne and other sites. Up to four Marsh Harrier were seen 
frequently all month including a juvenile at the beginning of the month adding 
to the speculation they may have bred in the Harbour?

Durlston Country Park – Impressive migrant counts flowed all month with 
two Crossbill passing through (2nd) along with a single Yellow  Wagtail, 14 
Sand Martins and a Grasshopper Warbler. Pied Flycatchers were passing 
through (3rd). 15 Redstarts lingered (23rd). Numbers of Common and Lesser 
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Whitethroat, Spotted Flycatcher, Chiffchaff, Willow  Warbler, Wheatear, 
Garden Warbler, Tree Pipit, Yellow  Wagtail, Swallows and House Martins 
were steady all month. A pair of Marsh Tits were an unusual record for the 
site, also an early autumn Firecrest (30th). A lone Red Kite drifted over head.

Portland – Impressive counts of 41 and even up to 100 Balearic 
Shearwaters passed the bill (1st/3rd) with 65 Manx Shearwaters. A Marsh 
Harrier and Pied Flycatcher were present (2nd). Big counts of migrants 
started to pass through as you would expect with 90 Willow  Warblers, (3rd) 
and reaching 400 (9th). Peak counts of  30 Sedge Warblers, four Pied 
Flycatchers, 21 Wheatear, 50 Yellow  Wagtails and 17 Spotted Flycatchers 
were found throughout the month. Sea watching showed Arctic and Great 
Skuas, along with a Pomarine (23rd).  Sooty and Manx Shearwaters, along 
with a Grey Phalarope in Chesil Cove. Common Scoters also passed by the 
bill. 

Weymouth – A Roseate Tern at Lodmoor (1st), followed by a second  

individual on the 2nd. A little Tern passed through Lodmoor on the 1st, but 
then hosted  three Arctic, single Common, Little and Sandwich Tern (2nd). 
The Semipalmated Sandpiper was originally located on the 1st, but was then 
thought to be an adult Little Stint. A Ruff was present at Ferrybridge (6th). 
Two Curlew  Sandpipers turned up at Lodmoor (9th) and Ferrybridge (8th). A 
good count of  25 Mediterranean Gulls at Ferrybridge (13th). Five Common 
Sandpipers at Lodmoor (23rd), also 60+ returning Teal, a Hobby and 
Garganey there too (28th). ‘Hoody’ the Hooded Merganser re-appeared at 
Radipole in eclipse plumage (25th) along with a juvenile Yellow  Legged Gull 
and Little gull. Two Bar-tailed Godwits arrived at Ferrybridge with five Knot 
and three Sanderling (28th). A Wood Sandpiper at Lodmoor (28th).

Christchurch – Stanpit Marsh had two Redstart, five Common Sandpipers 
and one Green Sandpiper (1st). 25 Whimbrel were in Christchurch Harbour 
(2nd) with single Golden and Little Ringed Plover. An early Eider passed 
Hengisbury (7th) with six (23rd). Large numbers of migrants were passing 
through mid month with 600 Willow  Warblers, 220 Sedge Warbler and 115 
Whitethroat (11th) as well as Wheatear, Redstart, Yellow  Wagtails and 
Flycatchers. Also a Little Gull. A Honey Buzzard over Stanpit (30th). A Ring-
billed Gull was seen on and off from the 6th. Excellent numbers of  waders 
with six Juvenile Curlew  Sandpipers (29th), also Spotted Redshank, 
Whimbrel, Greenshank, Green Sandpipers, Knot, Ringed Plovers, Ruff and 
Sanderling. An Osprey (13th) over Stanpit. 

Other Sightings  – A Pied Flycatcher was present at Beaminster (11th) along 
with two near Blue Pool Wareham. An Osprey over Ilford golf course (11th). 



22

three Green Sandpipers at Sunnyside Farm (14th). An early returning Bittern 
was at Hatch Pond (30th)

September Highlights
An excellent month for Wrynecks with 
birds at Wyke Regis, Middlebere, 
Heng is tbury, Lodmoor, West 
Bexington, Osmington Mills, Portland 
and two at Durlston from the 1st. A 
Lapland Bunting over Durlston (3rd). 
An Icterine Warbler and four Ortolan 
Buntings on Portland. A fly over 
Glossy Ibis at Burton Bradstock(7th), 
with a long staying individual adult at 
Stanpit, and a stop off  bird at 
Lodmoor (8th). A juvenile Pectoral 
Sandpiper at Easton then moved to Radipole. A Red-rumped Swallow 
passed through Lodmoor (18th). One, possibly two White Storks at Blandford 
and Wareham. A Great White Egret at Sturminster Marshall G.P. A Red 
Backed Shrike at Durlston (21st). A possible Aquatic Warbler at West 
Bexington (8th).

Poole Harbour – Green and Curlew  Sandpipers at Middlebere (1st). 
Ospreys passed through in excellent numbers, peaking in double figures. 
Avocet numbers reached 450-500 on Brownsea. Teal, Wigeon and Pintail all 
returned in good numbers, along with the first Great Crested Grebes. Good 
numbers of  migrants continued to pass through, especially Yellow  Wagtails, 
Willow  Warblers and Spotted Flycatchers. Spoonbills peaked at 14. Two 
Black Terns at Swineham G.P. A Lesser Spotted Woodpecker at Brownsea. 
A Hen Harrier was back at Hartland Moor and Middlebere, along with family 
parties of Hobby. Wader numbers grew steadily.

Durlston Country Park – Fantastic migrant counts all month, with 120+ 
Blackcaps (12th), large numbers of Chiffchaff, hirundine numbers reaching 
2000 on certain dates, Whinchats, Redstart, and Meadow  Pipits all passed 
through in good numbers. Firecrest were seen on and off. Ring Ouzel 
passed through as did Merlin and Marsh Harrier. Lesser Spotted 
Woodpecker was a good record, and a Common Rosefinch (8th). Four 
Redwings returned (28th). A Corncrake was flushed (30th). 150 Siskin passed 
through (27th).

Portland – A Stone Curlew  at Barlycrates lane (2nd).  Raptors included 
Marsh Harrier (2nd) and Merlin. Lapland Buntings on five dates with 4 (30th). 
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Redwing and Brambling both returned end of  the month. A Common 
Rosefinch ringed (25th). Ortolan buntings peaked at three (21st). Common 
migrant numbers were strong all month. A Melodious Warbler at Culverwell.  
Off the Bill, Common Scoter and Red-throated Diver passed, as did Arctic 
and Great Skuas along with a Long-tailed Skua (29th). Balearic, Sooty and 
Manx Shearwaters passed in good numbers.  Firecrests were present for 
most of the month, with Ring Ouzel. Wrynecks on many dates with 4 (7th/
8th). A Short-eared Owl on the Bill (26th).

Weymouth – Great wader counts at Lodmoor with Ruff, Spotted Redshank, 
Knot, Curlew  Sandpipers, Black and Bar-tailed Godwits present all month 
and a Wood Sandpiper (2nd). Little Stint were frequent at Ferrybridge along 
with 3 Little Gulls (3rd). Juvenile Marsh Harrier commuted between Radipole 
and Lodmoor. A juvenile Montagu’s 
Harrier was at Abbotsbury. Black 
Terns were at Chesil, West Bexington 
and Radipole. Swallow  numbers 
reached 3000, followed by two Hobby 
(17th). Six Bearded Tits back at 
Radipole. A Honey Buzzard over 
Wyke Regis, and Red Kites over 
West Bexington. A Black-necked 
Grebe at Abbotsbury (28th). Common 
migrant passage continued at all 
sites.

Christchurch – Wader counts at 
Stanpit were very impressive with Curlew  Sandpipers, Knot, Ruff, Spotted 
Redshank, Little Stint, Green Sandpipers, Greenshank, Dunlin, Sanderling, 
Grey Plover and Whimbrel present all month. A Jack Snipe there too (6th). 
Grey Phalarope on three dates. The Ring Billed Gull remained at Stanpit. 
Migrant numbers peaked with 15000 Swallows, 4000 House Martins, 4000 
Meadow  Pipits and excellent numbers of other common migrants. Wrynecks 
were frequent on Hengistbury. Osprey, Merlin and Hobby were all in 
Christchurch Harbour. A Garganey (28th). Both Ortolan and Lapland 
Buntings at Hengistbury.

Other Sightings – 105 Med Gulls off  Old Harry Rocks (3rd) with seven Ring-
necked Parakeet there (19th). A Honey Buzzard over Creekmoor (1st).  
Unconfirmed record of a Great White Egret in Corfe Mullen (20th). A Firecrest 
at Sherford Bridge (20th). A Late Swift at Worth Matravers (26rd). A Long-
tailed Duck past West Bay.
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October Highlights
The Glossy Ibis remained at Stanpit until mid month, as did the White Stork 
at Wareham. Yellow-browed Warblers were frequent on Portland but also 
seen on Hengistbury and at Durlston. A Great Grey Shrike was located at 
Morden Bog. Two Whooper Swans were in Poole Harbour (17th), then four 
were present at Radipole with another two to five in Poole Harbour at 
Lytchett Bay and Middlebere. A Pallas’s Warbler was trapped on Portland 
(27th) with another (31st). A Shore Lark found on the East cliffs of  Portland 
was an excellent Dorset record (24th). Lapland Buntings continued to pass 
over head in ones and twos throughout the month on Hengistbury, Portland 
and Durlston. A Black Brant was at Ferrybridge, also a Great White Egret on 
the Stour at White Mill (18th). A Red-throated Pipit was over Easton (15th) 
with a Corncrake on Portland and Possible Red-footed Falcon at Morden 
Bog on the same date. A Juvenile Rose-coloured Starling at Greenland’s 
Farm (3rd).

Poole Harbour – Avocet numbers almost reached 1000 on Brownsea. Red-
breasted Mergansers returned to the harbour as did Goldeneye, good 
numbers of Brent geese and 6 Black-necked Grebe in Studland Bay (26th) 
Marsh Harrier numbers rose to six in 
and around Arne/Wareham channel. 
Also male and female Hen Harrier at 
Middlebere, Hartland Moor and 
Lytchett Bay. 15 Spoonbill were 
around the harbour. At least three 
Osprey remained until the (14th) two 
Ruff and six Green Sandpipers at 
Bestwall, and Merlin at various sites. 
Two Firecrests were at Arne along 
with a Black Redstart and two 
Brambl ing (29th-30th) . Vis ib le 
migration at South Haven produced 
great counts of finches and Thrush’s all month. Two Purple sandpipers were 
back at the chain ferry.

Durlston Country Park – Visible migration was evident all month with high 
counts of 9600 linnets, 1700 Goldfinches and 1000 Siskin. Brambling, 
Redpoll and Meadow  Pipits all passed through in great numbers, along with 
a few  late summer migrants including Garden Warbler, Blackcap and 
Grasshopper Warbler.. Tree Sparrows, Alba Wagtails, Ring Ouzels, 
Redwings and Song Thrushes were all evident. A Twite over (12th) and Serin 
(22nd). Off  the sea Great Northern and Red-throated Divers passed as did 
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Arctic Skuas, Balearic Shearwaters and Common Scoter. A Common 
Rosefinch (6th). Firecrest and Merlin were around all month. 

Portland – Balearic, Sooty and Manx 
Shearwaters all passed the bill, along 
with Arctic, Great, Pomarine and a 
possible Long-tailed Skua (3rd). 
Firecrests and Black Redstarts were 
present most of the month. Five 
Short-eared owls (12th). A Snow 
Bunting (13th) with a scattering of Tree 
Sparrows on numerous dates. Great 
Northern and Red-throated Divers 
passed along with two Slavonian grebes (19th). Brambling, Redwing and 
Fieldfare all passed in small numbers, along with small numbers of other 
migrants. Grey Phalarope and 10 Little Gulls were present in Chesil cove 
(26th).  A Leach’s Petrel (29th).

Weymouth – A Bittern was back at Lodmoor, along with a Grey Phalarope 
(1st) and Spoonbill. Little Stints were at both Ferrybridge and Lodmoor. A 
Red-crested Pochard and two Scaup were at Abbotsbury. Marsh Harrier and 
Merlin were back and forth between Radipole and Lodmoor, along with a 
female Goosander at the prior (26th). Little and Mediterranean Gulls were in 
good numbers at both sites too. A Black-necked Grebe at Abbotsbury (10th).  
A Black Tern, Ring-necked Parakeet and Common Sandpiper were all at 
Lodmoor (16th)

Christchurch – Hengistbury Head was the ‘vis mig’ hotspot this month with 
exceptional numbers of finches on numerous dates.  10,000 Linnets, 2000 
Goldfinches followed by great numbers of Siskin, Redpoll Brambling, 
Skylark, Chaffinch, Jackdaw, Reed Bunting, Meadow  Pipit, Alba Wagtails 
and Ring Ouzels. Woodlark and Tree Sparrows passed in smaller numbers. 
A Wryneck still present (4th). A Curlew  Sandpiper remained at Stanpit. Both 
Marsh and Hen Harriers were present, along with Merlin and two Short-
eared Owls (16th) at Wick. two Twite in Christchurch Harbour (14th). 11 
Dartford Warbler (21st) was a good count. Winter wader numbers rose, as 
did Brent Geese.

Other Sightings  – Two Bittern at Hatch pond (14th). A Little Gull (10th), Jack 
Snipe (18th) and Two Garganey at Longham lakes (21st). Red Kite over 
Ferndown (29th) For full sightings please visit 
http://www.dorsetbirdclub.org.uk/Sightings.htm
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Advice to Contributors
Next Newsletter Deadline is 1st February 2011
Sending Articles

By e-mail to the Editor - sapeur.pompier@btinternet.com

Microsoft Word PC or Mac Format.

Text Arial 12

Digital photographs should be a minimum of 300dpi/ppi if possible with a 
width of 500 pixels, but if you cannot do this I can size to suit.

All photographs will be produced in black and white except for those on 
the cover and in the electronic version which will be all colour.

Sending Handwritten Articles

Please write clearly, if you wish to send a copy  of a photograph or an 
illustration to accompany your article please do, as I can scan these for 
printing.

Advertising

All adverts will be in black and white

If you wish to advertise your business we charge £20 for a page and £10 
half page and £5 quarter page.

For personal adverts, we charge £2 for a twenty word advert.

Send to Nick Hull via e-mail to
sapeur.pompier@btinternet.com
or by post to 
11, Pealsham Gardens, Fordingbridge, Hampshire. SP6 1RD.
Telephone enquiries on 01425 656841

mailto:sapeur.pompier@btinternet.com
mailto:sapeur.pompier@btinternet.com
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Membership Subscriptions
  Please remember that your annual subscriptions are 
        due on the 1st January 2011. 

 The current rates are:

 Ordinary Membership  £12
 Joint/Family Membership  £16
 Student Membership  £7
 Junior Membership   £4
 Corporate Membership  £50
 Life membership   £200

 To join or renew  your membership, please send your name and 
 address with the appropriate subscription to the Membership 
 Secretary :- 
 
 Diana Dyer 
 3 Osmay Road, Swanage, Dorset, BH19 2JQ
 E-mail:richarddiana@tiscali.co.uk
 Tel. 01929 421402  
 

Contacts

 Chairman Dorset Bird Club:- Neil Gartshore
 e-mail:- neil@onaga54.freeserve.co.uk 
 Tel:- 01929 552560

 Dorset County Recorder:- Kevin Lane
 E-mail:- dorsetbirdclub@hotmail.com
 Tel. 07901 614629 

 Conservation Officer:- Jol Mitchell
 4 Gover Close, Ridge, Wareham, Dorset, BH20 3BU.
  e-mail:- jolmitchell@btinternet.com
 Tel:- 01929 552924 

 Newsletter Editor:- Nick Hull
 e-mail:- sapeur.pompier@btinternet.com
 Tel. 01425 656841

 Dorset Bird Club Website: 
 http:www.dorsetbirdclub.org.uk 

mailto:richarddiana@tiscali.co.uk
mailto:richarddiana@tiscali.co.uk
mailto:neil@onaga54.freeserve.co.uk
mailto:neil@onaga54.freeserve.co.uk
mailto:dorsetbirdclub@hotmail.com
mailto:dorsetbirdclub@hotmail.com
mailto:jolmitchell@btinternet.com
mailto:jolmitchell@btinternet.com
mailto:sapeur.pompier@btinternet.com
mailto:sapeur.pompier@btinternet.com
http://bt.yahoo.com
http://bt.yahoo.com
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