Dorset Birds
No 74 July 2011
Newsletter of the Dorset Bird Club

The Tarifa Bird Fair
40 Years, 500 Species
An Embarrassing Moment
Dorset Highlights
1

Membership Subscriptions
Please remember that your annual subscriptions are
due on the 1st January 2012.
The current rates are:
Ordinary Membership
Joint/Family Membership
Student Membership
Junior Membership
Life membership

£15
£18
£10
£5
£200

To join or renew your membership, please send your name
and address with the appropriate subscription to the
Membership Secretary :Diana Dyer, 3 Osmay Road, Swanage, Dorset, BH19 2JQ
E-mail:richarddiana@tiscali.co.uk
Tel. 01929 421402

Contacts
Chairman Dorset Bird Club:- Neil Gartshore
e-mail:- yuki@onaga54.freeserve.co.uk
Tel:- 01929 552560
Dorset County Recorder:- Kevin lane
E-mail:- dorsetbirdclub@hotmail.com
Tel. 07901 614629
Conservation Officer:- Jol Mitchell
4 Gover Close, Ridge, Wareham, Dorset, BH20 3BU.
e-mail:- jolmitchell@btinternet.com
Tel:- 01929 552924
Newsletter Editor:- Nick Hull
e-mail:- sapeur.pompier@btinternet.com
Tel. 01425 656841
Dorset Bird Club Website:-www.dorsetbirds.org.uk
Dorset Sighting Blog:- www.dorsetbirds.blogspot.com
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Editor’s Chat
It doesn’t seem long since I put together the last newsletter, but what a spring
we have had, it has certainly been the best in recent years. Unfortunately I
haven’t managed to catch up with everything, but who does? That’s birding!
In this issue, as usual, starts off with a few words from the Chairman, then
Jack Winsper the BTO coordinator reminds us that the BTO Bird Atlas is in its
last season. It appears Dorset has almost completed the minimum
requirements of the survey work but there is still some work to be done to
complete all the Dorset tetrads.
The two main articles are from Kevin Lane on an excellent birding area Southern Spain - and the Tarifa Bird Fair, and Phil Read on 40 years of Birding
and 500 species, as he relates a few of his birding memories and experiences
on the way to this British listing milestone – quite an achievement!
Phyl England has written in with her most embarrassing moment where she
was concentrating more on her photography than identifying her subject. I'm
sure many of us have done similar things but are you brave enough to admit
them? If you are, why not write them up and then send them in and I'll include
them in a future Newsletter.
Many of our members have interests other than just birds, butterflies and
moths rate high on many birders other interests. Tony Allen, one of our
members, is interested in beetles and would like some assistance in finding a
few scarce species. Hopefully a few of you will be able to help him out.

Conservation News

I try to find links to various conservation news at home and in Europe and
recently the European states have endorsed a new Biodiversity strategy which
calls for CAP and CFP reform to read more on this follow he link below:www.birdlife.org/community/2011/06/member-states-endorse-new-eubiodiversity-strategy-calling-for-cap-and-cfp-reform/
Those into Gulls might already be aware but the breeding population of
Audouin’s Gull in Greece has experienced a rapid decline from an estimated
750-900 pairs in late 1990 to 350-500 pairs in 2010 to read more about this go
to:http://www.birdlife.org/community/2011/06/audouin%E2%80%99s-gullbreeding-population-in-greece-rapidly-declined-in-the-last-ten-years/

4

Recent reports from European Commission announce that Mr Barroso is
considering cutting the most progressive part of the Common Agricutural
Policy (CAP). This includes agri-environment payments to farmers engaged
in conservation schemes. This could set back all the projects that our trying to
reverse the decline in our Farmland birds and includes conservation of Great
Bustards and Imperial Eagles in Europe. To read more on this follow the link
below:-

www.rspb.org.uk/news/283269-wildlife-forgotten-in-the-next-eu-budget
or
www.birdlife.org/community/2011/06/alarm-over-reports-that-barrosoconsiders-to-cut-most-progressive-part-of-common-agricultural-policy/

From the Chairman - Neil Gartshore
For a week in mid-April (Spain), and another in late-April/early May (Lesvos), I
was watching the spring unfold in these two very different parts of southern
Europe. Spain was generally hot and sunny - but the following week saw the
heavens open there. On Lesvos the weather was more varied - a mixture of
rain, mist, wind and warm sunny periods (the thunderstorms of the preceding
week had ensured though that there was a profusion of wild flowers out on the
island). Despite the weather, or because of it, there were plenty of great birds
to see in both countries.
At the same time Dorset was basking in unbroken sunshine, with high
temperatures and a veritable feast of southern European birds! In all there
have been around 20 species that can be considered overshoots from the
continent – some remained for a few days, allowing many of us to catch up
with them, others made very brief stopovers (see Paul’s sightings summary).
The list of what has been seen here almost mirrored what I saw on a typical
day out in Spain!
Not all of southern Europe’s birds will make it to Dorset though. So as part of
the Club’s 25th Anniversary year, we are considering a DBC trip to the Tarifa
area of southern Spain in mid-September 2012.
In the autumn, birds come through this area in their 1000s, with birds of prey
definitely being the main attraction as they migrate over the Straits of Gibraltar
to Africa. For details of what you could see, read Kevin’s article on a trip that
we made there in 2010.
At the moment we have no specific details available but if you think this is a
trip that you would like to do please drop me a line so that we can gauge
interest:
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neil@onaga54.freeserve.co.uk or call 01929 552560 - further details will
follow.
At the last committee meeting it was decided that we can no longer hold the
subscription rates at the current levels (which have remained unchanged
since 2006). A separate mailing will be sent out later in the summer explaining
the reasoning behind the decision taken and the new rates. Two forms will be
enclosed: a new standing order mandate and a gift aid declaration - I would
encourage as many of you as possible to complete them.
Finally, the DBC will be having a stand again at the Oak Fair, being held on the
Stock Gaylard Estate (near Sturminster Newton). The fair takes place on
Saturday 27th August - it is a great local countryside event, well worth a visit.
For details visit www.stockgaylard.com or call the organisers on 01963 23511.

BTO Atlas Update Summer 2011 - The Final Push - Jack
Winsper (BTO Atlas Coordinator for Dorset)
At the time of writing this, the end of May, the final breeding season surveying
has reached its half-way point. So far, the summer timed tetrad visits (TTVs)
are going well. There are two 10K squares that have yet to reach the minimum
coverage for the early visit, and hopefully by the time you read this the later
visits will have nearly been completed. So there will be no point in urging
surveyors to “get out there” as it will probably now be too late. Instead I will
urge you to get your results in. If you still have any TTV results or breeding
evidence or roving reports gathered at any time during the last three years but
not submitted them it is still not too late. The final deadline has now been
declared as 31st October, 2011. This is ages away! But just to be on the safe
side don’t delay, don’t put it off, do it now and then sit back and delight in the
warm feeling of self satisfaction as it wells up inside.
A weakness of TTVs is that they are likely to miss species more easily seen or
heard at twilight or night and there is a real risk they will be under recorded
and misrepresented in the Atlas. So if you have any records of likely
candidates e.g. Grey Partridge calling, Nightjars churring or Woodcock roding,
it is particularly important that you make them known.
Finally, whilst TTVing I think I may have found new sites where Lesser Blackbacked Gull and Shelduck are breeding. I don’t think I’m particularly clever and
so have no doubt that I am not alone in making such discoveries. In short we
probably now have a better picture of the breeding status of birds in Dorset
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than we have had for some time. It would be good if we could keep that
going into the future, particularly as solid “evidence” can be used to sway
planners’ decisions. So, if you have got into the rewarding habit of submitting
records over the last three years, with the completion of the Atlas you need
not give it up. The County Recorder will be pleased to receive your records
instead. The Dorset Bird Report has details of what information would be
welcome for any particular bird and how to submit it.

Southern Spain & the Tarifa Bird Fair – 21st to 26th
September 2010 - Kevin Lane
Last year the DBC received an invitation to send a representative to
southern Spain for a six-day bird-related tour of the areas around Tarifa and
Cádiz. The trip was operated by Plegadis (www.plegadis.net) on behalf of
the Andalucian government and was to involve visits to a variety of birding
sites, as well as meetings with local accommodation providers and attending
the Tarifa Bird Fair. The intention was to encourage future visits both by
groups and individuals to the area by showing representatives of county bird
clubs what facilities were on offer. I was, perhaps understandably, more than
happy to attend on behalf of the DBC and on 21st September, after a short
and uneventful flight from Heathrow, I arrived at Málaga and joined up with
the other participants, who were representing the birds clubs of Avon,
Berkshire, Buckinghamshire, Durham, Kent, Northumberland and West
Yorkshire.
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We were soon loaded onto the minibuses for the drive south towards Tarifa
and the early stages of the drive produced a few birds, including the odd Beeeater or two. After a brief lunch stop at San Pedro de Alcántara, we continued
on past Gibraltar and, after seeing a few raptors passing over, paused at a
viewpoint overlooking the Straits. Once out of the minibuses, it was evident
that there was indeed a fair amount of raptor passage underway and over the
next 30 minutes or so, we logged 30 Booted Eagles, 20 Short-toed Eagles, 5
Sparrowhawks, 2 Honey Buzzards, 2 Black Kites and a Marsh Harrier, all
heading south towards Morocco, which was clearly visible, being just 15km
away across the Straits.
Our next stop was at La Janda. This was formerly a huge lagoon, but was
drained for agriculture and is threatened with further degradation due to its
current unprotected status. The area still holds large quantities of birds,
however, and on our visit we encountered 50 Glossy Ibis, 7 Spoonbills,
several Marsh and Montagu’s Harriers, along with a single Hen Harrier, 5
Turtle Doves, a Kingfisher, several Crested Larks, Fan-tailed Warblers and
large flocks of Corn Buntings.
After our stop at La Janda, we continued on to the nearby hilltop town of Vejer
de la Frontera and arrived at our hotel – La Botica
(www.laboticadevejer.com) – which had breathtaking views over the
rooftops of Vejer and the surrounding countryside. After settling into our
rooms, we took a walk around Vejer with the hotel’s owner, Enrique Ysasi and
then sat down to dinner in a local restaurant, before returning to the hotel.
The following morning (day 2) we were up bright and early and, following a
quick breakfast, were back in the minibuses and heading towards the estuary
and saltpans of the Bahía de Cádiz. Our first stop near the saltpans produced
a few Flamingos, Black-winged Stilts and Spoonbills, along with a few
common waders, such as Ringed Plovers. We also saw the first of many
Sardinian Warblers whilst here. Moving on to view an area of estuary and
sand dunes, we were treated to a good variety of waders, many of which are
familiar to us here in Dorset, but also including the occasional Kentish Plover.
Checking through the flocks of loafing gulls eventually produced a few
Slender-billed Gulls, 2 Audouin’s Gulls and a single Caspian Tern. Several
more Spoonbills were noted, whilst just offshore, a number of Black Terns
were fishing or resting on buoys. In the estuary, what appeared at first sight to
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be ‘shifting sands’ was actually revealed through a telescope to be many
hundreds of Fiddler Crabs on the move!
We then moved on to a nearby lagoon, which was packed with waders such
as Avocet, Sanderling, Dunlin, Curlew Sandpiper and Little Stint. Over 50
Flamingos were present as well, along with an overflying Osprey and the
wonderful sight of around 150 roosting Audouin’s Gulls. Moving on for lunch
and a presentation at a nearby visitor centre, we encountered a few more
Black Terns, a Woodchat Shrike and a flock of 40 Glossy Ibis.
Following lunch, we were given a guided tour around some working saltpans
close to the city of Cádiz. These held many birds, amongst which were Curlew
Sandpipers, Kentish Plovers, Audouin’s and Slender-billed Gulls, 5 more
Caspian Terns and a flock of around 30 Stone Curlews. Two more overflying
Ospreys were picked up as well before we set off back on the journey towards
Vejer.
As we approached Vejer, there was just time for an early evening visit to La
Janda. We were shown a different area this time, which consisted mainly of
agricultural fields and rolling hills. Consequently the birdlife was different, but
no less exciting, with Lesser Kestrel,
White Stork and Black Stork all going
into the notebook. Pride of place here
has to go to the 2 adult Blackshouldered Kites, which provided great
views as they hunted and perched
around the fields. As a spectacle
though, the single flock of around
2,000 Cattle Egrets, which descended
on just one large field alongside our
minibuses would be hard to beat!
Back at Vejer, several of the group climbed to the hotel’s spectacular roof
terrace and picked up a couple of Alpine Swifts flying over the town. After a
long day out in the field, the group headed out for dinner at a local Tapas bar,
before getting a relatively early night.
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Day 3 involved an early start and after breakfast we were heading inland to
visit the Laguna de Medina and a couple of sites around the Cork Oak
woodlands of Los Alcornocales. Our first stop was at the Laguna, which was
teeming with wildfowl. The highlights here included around 50 White-headed
Ducks, 4 Ferruginous Ducks, Great White Egret, Purple Gallinule, Whiskered
Tern, Subalpine Warblers and, after much searching, a single Crested Coot.
We then had a picnic lunch alongside the lagoon, before heading off to visit a
vulture feeding station inside the protected area of Los Alcornocales. Whilst
the local vultures were evidently not hungry enough during our visit to come
down and feed on the dead animals laid out for them, we did see plenty of
Griffons and a few Egyptian Vultures in the general area. All 3 of the ‘smaller’
eagles also put in appearances, with around 5 Short-toeds, a similar number
of Booteds and 2 Bonelli’s Eagles noted. A superb migrating flock of Black
Storks also appeared overhead, numbering around 130 birds and there were
always several Alpine Swifts on view overhead. After getting our fill of the
larger birds overhead, we spent some time exploring the surrounding scrub
and forests. In these areas we picked up a few Dartford Warblers, Wryneck,
Rock Bunting, Woodlark, Crested Tit, Short-toed Treecreeper and a calling
Iberian Chiffchaff.
We next moved on to the restricted game reserve of La Almoraima, which can
only be visited by arranging access in advance. In reality, the wildlife present
inside the reserve can be seen in other easier to access areas, but the visit
was still worthwhile for being able to explore this vast uninhabited area. The
bird species seen here included more Egyptian and Griffon Vultures, Booted
and Short-toed Eagles, Alpine Swifts and another Iberian Chiffchaff. Mammals
were more in evidence here, with plenty of Red and Fallow Deer, along with 3
Egyptian Mongooses, which were seen by a lucky few. Afterwards, we moved
on to dinner at the adjacent former convent, which has been converted into a
high-class hotel (www.laalmoraimahotel.com), before making the lengthy
return drive to Vejer.
The following morning (day 4), a few early risers headed up to the roof terrace
in time to see the local Lesser Kestrels before they headed off to feed around
the local fields. Today was to be a more relaxed day visiting the Tarifa Bird Fair
and a couple of other locations close to the town. We paused first at a nature
education centre just outside Tarifa and had a look around the grounds. Here
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we logged Firecrest, Pied Flycatcher, Red-rumped Swallow and saw small
numbers of raptors overhead, including Short-toed and Booted Eagles and
Griffon Vultures.
We next spent several hours at the Tarifa Bird Fair. Whilst nowhere near to the
scale of the British Birdwatching Fair, it was great to see so many
representatives from across Spain, promoting the natural potential of regions
as diverse as the Pyrenees, Galicia, Extremadura and the Coto Doñana. We
spent the rest of the day around Tarifa,
before settling down to dinner at a
restaurant on the beach.
The following day (day 5) was also
mainly spent around Tarifa. The early
risers again enjoyed close views of
Lesser Kestrels from the roof terrace
before we set off for a walk in the Cork
Oak woodlands close to Algeciras.
Here we picked up Cirl and Rock
Buntings, along with a couple more
Iberian Chiffchaffs. We then moved
back closer to Tarifa and stopped at a
scrubby hillside to watch another pulse of raptor passage, which was in
progress. Whilst the numbers were not huge, the quality was excellent, no
more so than when I picked up a Rüppell’s Vulture, which soared by our
watchpoint together with a Griffon Vulture, making for excellent comparisons.
Over the next hour or so, we logged over 20 Booted Eagles, 3 Short-toed
Eagles, an Egyptian Vulture, a flock of 7 Black Storks and, on the ground
nearby, a Tawny Pipit.
Following this, we dropped down to Tarifa and had a walk along the boardwalk
behind the beach. Loafing gulls on the beach included at least 30 Audouin’s
and the arid fields behind contained a few Tawny Pipits and one or two
overflying Bee-eaters.
After going back inside the Bird Fair and picking up some lunch, we headed
down to Tarifa’s port and joined one of the cetacean-watching boats that head
out into the Straits of Gibraltar. Whilst waiting for the boat to depart, we were
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treated to views of several Pallid Swifts over the buildings near the port.
Once out in the middle of the Strait, cetaceans soon began to turn up, with
stunningly close views of Pilot Whales and Bottle-nosed Dolphins. Quality
birds were also on view, with several Balearic and Cory’s Shearwaters passing
the boat at fairly close range, along with a Great Skua and a few Gannets.
Back on dry land, we returned to Vejer for a welcome shower and then headed
out to the local Tapas bar for our final evening before returning home.
The plan for our final morning (day 6) was to steadily make our way towards
Málaga airport, pausing at a few sites of interest on the journey. After breakfast
and a last look at the rooftop Lesser Kestrels, we said our goodbyes to the
hotel staff and loaded up the minibuses. Our first stop was at a watchpoint
above Tarifa. A light passage was underway, with 20 Griffon Vultures, 2
Egyptian Vultures, a few Booted Eagles and a single Short-toed Eagle passing
south.
Moving on to another viewpoint overlooking the town of Algeciras, we logged
around 15 each of Griffon Vulture and Booted Eagle, 10 Short-toed Eagles, 4
Honey Buzzards and 4 Black Storks.
It was now time to head back to the airport and, apart from the minor interest
of 4 flyby Monk Parakeets and the small matter of our Spanish driver getting
lost in Málaga, the journey was relatively uneventful.
Despite many birding visits to Spain, this was only my second trip to this
particular region and was the first time I had visited during the autumn
migration period. Whilst the trip was perhaps timed a little late to coincide with
the peak movements of birds across the Straits, we still witnessed some
impressive passage of soaring birds along with good numbers of waders,
wildfowl and passerines. The organisation by Plegadis was excellent and our
guides – Andy Mitchell, Mike Lockwood, Gian Carlo Borda Silva and Sergio
González Asían – ensured the trip was good fun and ran smoothly. All in all we
were given a great opportunity to visit some of the less well-known parts of the
region and I look forward to returning in the near future.

12

TwO Owls Birding
2011

We offer a range of birdwatching experiences with
small friendly groups and expert local guides. Covering
Dorset, New Forest and the Hampshire Coast and short
breaks at birding hot spots in Britain and further afield.
Please visit our website at www.twoowlsbirding.co.uk
or contact Jackie Tel: 01425 656841
Email:twoowls.birding@btinternet.com
Bournemouth
Natural
Science
Society
39 Christchurch
Road, Bournemouth,
Dorset, BH1 3NS.
Tel: 01202 553525
Charity no: 219585
BNSS Welcomes all to lectures,

donations in lieu of admission charge.

Of special interest to Dorset
Bird Club members
Wednesday October 5 2011
2.30pm - 4pm Paul Manning of
AMews Falconry will show hawks
and speak about Falconry & its
history.

Come to Lyme for reliable Dippers,
Purple Sandpipers and the
“Best New Cheese Retailer 2009”.
We stock the finest cheeses from
the West Country and further
afield and a great range of
accompaniments. In the summer
we serve Barford ice creams and
sorbets by the scoop.
Off season we open Friday,
Saturday and Sunday. But when
the tourists are in town, every day
except Monday …

We have a wide programme of
lectures/field trips please see our
website for full details.

MILL LANE (OFF COOMBE ST).
LYME REGIS, DT7 3PU
01297 44 26 26
WWW.TOWNMILLCHEESE.CO.UK

www.bnss.org.uk
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We offer
Tailor-made birding & wildlife tours

Specialists in out-of-print

Themed birding and wildlife walks

NATURAL HISTORY BOOKS

Local guides for groups

Books bought & sold

Illustrated wildlife talks

Log on to our website for a full
stock list or contact us for a copy
of our latest catalogue

UK & overseas wildlife tours and guides

www.callunabooks.co.uk
enquiries@callunabooks.co.uk

www.dorsetbirdingandwildlife.co.uk

Check out our website or contact us
for further details

enquiries@dorsetbirdingandwildlife.co.uk

Neil Gartshore, Moor Edge, 2 Bere Road, Wareham, Dorset, BH20 4DD
01929 552560

Advertise with us
Would you like to help support the club by advertising
your business here and on our website.
Would you like us to publicise an event that you are
running.
Why not advertise with us.
For more information contact the editor on 01425 656841
or via e-mail to sapeur.pompier@btinternet.com
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Outdoor Field Visits - Trevor Thorpe & Andy Humber
Saturday 10 th September 2011
Keyhaven (SY309914) 09.30hrs – approx 14.00hrs.
Meet in the car park opposite ‘The Gun’ Public House. For
migrant waders and wildfowl. Category B – leaders Nick
and Jackie Hull.
Sunday 2 nd October 2011
Hartland Moor and Middlebere (SY926865) 09.30hrs –
approx 14.00hrs. Park on the roadside at entrance track
to Middlebere Farm. For heathland and woodland birds
and possible migrant ospreys. Category B – leader Trevor
Thorpe.
Saturday 19 th November 2011
Somerset Levels
- Ashcott Corner and Ham Walls
09.30hrs – dusk.
Please contact Andy Humber (01202
718443) or Trevor Thorpe (01202 849089) for meeting
location and possible car share arrangements.
For
Starling roost. Category A – leaders to be arranged.
Saturday 10 th December 2011
Brownsea Island and Poole Harbour.
Boat leaves fish
shambles steps at 10.00hrs and returns approx 16.00hrs.
Boat fare - £8.50.
A National Trust landing fee
of £4.80 is payable.
There may be a small
charge to enter the DWT
Reserve for non members.
There is no need for prior
booking this time.
We
would request that boat fare
and landing fee (where
applicable) is handed over
15

to Trevor Thorpe on the day in an envelope marked with
your name and total amount payable. Cheques payable to
Dorset Bird Club please. Any queries please telephone
Trevor on 01202 849089.
For wildfowl and waders.
Category A – leaders Trevor Thorpe and Andy Humber.
Sunday 8 th January 2012
Ferrybridge and Portland
Harbour (SY667761)
09.30hrs – morning only.
Meet in the public car park
at Ferrybridge on the west
side of Beach Road. Pay
p a rk i n g a t m ete r.
For
winter wildfowl, waders,
divers and grebes.
Category A – leaders Andy
Humber and Trevor Thorpe.
Saturday 18 th February 2012
Blashford Lakes (SU151082) 09.30hrs – mid afternoon.
Meet at the Hampshire Wildlife Trust carpark off Ellingham
Drove – 2 miles north of Ringwood. For woodland and
reservoir birds. Category A – leaders Trevor Thorpe and
Andy Humber.
Remember you can keep abreast of what’s happening with
meetings and important announcements by logging on to
the Bird Club’s Website.
At www.dorsetbirds.org.uk
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40 Years, 500 Species and Still Going Strong: Just about!
- Phil Read
In the last year I have reached two milestones in my birding life. Last April I
celebrated 40 years since my first birdwatching trip and recently, standing in a
crowded kitchen in Chipping Norton peering out at a Rufous Turtle Dove sat in
an apple tree, my 500th species in Britain.
Those who know me will realise I am not a fanatical twitcher but someone who
loves seeing wild birds in wild places,
however common they are. However
for the purpose of these notes the bias
will be towards the rarer birds I have
seen, as it was reaching the 500
milestone that inspired me to “put pen
to paper”.
There have been many excellent
books written in recent years on the
subject of birders and birdwatching.
This is not an attempt to compete with
them but just a few of my personal recollections. I will concentrate on the first
20 years, before many of today’s current birdwatchers were active, in an
attempt to give you a feel of what it was like in the “old days”.
1970 EASTER HOLIDAYS, WEYMOUTH, DORSET
A schoolfriend asked if I would like to go birdwatching with him along the Fleet.
We spend all day walking from Weymouth to Rodden Hive and back. We had
one pair of dubious quality binoculars between us and very little knowledge,
but we were brim full of schoolboy enthusiasm and expectation. Walking along
the shore of the Fleet in those days you felt you were in another world. No
people, no noise, just birds and wild scenery all around.
I remember hiding behind an upturned boat at Herbury Gore and seeing,
probing around in the mud in front of me, my first ever Dunlin. I was hooked.
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In the Beginning
I invested the vast sum of £5 on a pair of Boots 8x30 binoculars and I was off.
Weymouth, in those days, was one of the best towns in the country for a
schoolboy birdwatcher to grow up in. A wonderful selection of habitats and
prime birdwatching spots all within a walk or cycle ride of the town. In those pre
RSPB days both Radipole and Lodmoor were public open spaces where an
inquisitive schoolboy could explore to his heart’s content. If there was
something in the reeds you wanted to see you went in after it. If there was a
wader on the mud at Radipole that was too far away to identify, you walked up
to it. The big reed bed at Lodmoor (later to become a rubbish dump, then a
“country park”) was a jungle of opportunity and hidden delights. Most of the
time the delights remained hidden (I still haven’t seen a Little Bittern in Dorset)
and you ended up caked in extremely smelly, black, slimy mud; but it was fun!
I was fortunate enough to be invited to join John Oakshatt’s ringing group.
John was a teacher at Hardy’s School, Dorchester and led, sometimes astray,
a lively bunch of schoolboy followers. His enthusiasm rubbed off onto us and,
although some of the methods we used to “persuade” birds into nets would be
frowned upon today, we had a great time discovering the secrets of the
Radipole reed beds. The first bird John let me handle was a male Bearded Tit;
well you’ve got to start somewhere! One of the group’s aims was pioneering
studies in the migration patterns of Aquatic Warblers and we achieved
undoubted success. Therefore I was a very much a beginner when I saw my
first ever Aquatic Warbler, in the hand.
During one of these ringing days I was cycling merrily along the buddleia path
unaware a mist net had been placed right across the path; you can guess the
rest! Thankfully I was not stuffed head first into a bag with a leg iron clamped to
my ankle, but it was a close run thing.
In those days the buddleia path was not a complete loop but just two dead end
arms. The eastward one was something of a no go area for innocent
schoolboys on summer evenings. I remember standing with a few other
birders staring across the reed beds through our binoculars, I think we were
looking for a Purple Heron, when in the background we noticed two pairs of
naked buttocks. We never did see the heron; shaky binoculars! I am still
regularly reminded of this event as the young lady in question lives only a few
doors away from my Mum in Weymouth.
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In the seventies we often gathered on the corner of the Radipole car park
where the RSPB centre is now built. This gave us excellent views over the
reed beds and the area of mud that was in front of us (water levels were kept
lower in those days). We also witnessed some non-avian events. For
example, one day a donkey panicked when crossing the wooden bridge and
jumped into the water (the old bridge only had a hand rail on one side).
Another day a Reliant Robin took the corner too fast and rolled gracefully into
the reed bed (thankfully no harm done). This latter incident should not be
confused with the tragic accident around the same time when a car drove off
the car park into the lake and two of the occupants sadly drowned.
One of the interesting aspects of being able to walk around on Lodmoor was
how approachable some of the birds became. The two following autumns
(1977 & 1978), Pectoral Sandpipers appeared in August and became
remarkably tame. One birdwatcher even claimed to have touched one of the
birds. One day two fresh faced young lads, me and Martin Cade (now warden
of Portland Bird Observatory (PBO), were stood on Lodmoor when a much
less fresh faced and much older youth appeared and asked what we were
looking at. We pointed to our feet; Mark Constantine had seen his first ever
Pectoral Sandpiper.
One of the delights of early spring in 1973 and 1974 was being able to take a
short detour on my walk home from school and watch, and listen to, a fine
male Cirl Bunting that graced the Wyke Church area for these two springs.
Sadly I don’t think it ever found a friend. The last confirmed breeding of this
species in Dorset was in 1971.
Most Saturdays were spent birdwatching with Neil Arnold and his group from
the Youth Activity Centre in Weymouth. As most of the members were in my
class at school we had a great time and learnt a lot about birds and
birdwatching from a very enthusiastic and knowledgeable leader who, I am
glad to say, is still going strong and still as enthusiastic about his birds as ever.
Most trips were around the local area but we occasional spread our wings to
such far flung places as the New Forest. I still vividly remember watching
breeding Red Backed Shrike on Hampton Ridge.
On 12 May 1973, the group ventured as far as Exmoor. Exploring the heights
of Dunkery Beacon looking for Black Grouse we managed to see 3 Red
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Grouse (my 200th species in Britain). How times have changed. Red Grouse
numbers crashed dramatically in Somerset after 1976 and Black Grouse
became extinct in 1981.
GOOD DAYS IN DORSET
6th May 1974, Radipole Lake.
I used to walk around Radipole or Lodmoor nearly every evening in the
spring and on this occasion I was surprised to bump into Grahame
Walbridge and Frank Clafton (then warden of PBO), both rare visitors to
Radipole. There were a number of Black Terns flying around and I hoped
they were going to tell me they had found a White Winged Black Tern.
Imagine my surprise when they told me they were looking at a Terek
Sandpiper (1st for Dorset).
15th September 1976, Portland Bill.
During one of my regular strolls around the Top Fields at Portland I
accidentally disturbed a wader the like of which I had never seen, or heard,
before. I carried on to the Bill and
met John Hole from Somerset.
Amazingly he not only understood
my description but agreed with my
tentative identification. He
accompanied me back to the Top
Fields and, low and behold, there it
was, Dorset’s first (and last) Upland
Sandpiper. The bird only stayed one
day but was much appreciated by
those attending a coffee morning at
the Bird Observatory.
25th June 1977, Lodmoor.
My sister’s wedding day, a Fan-Tailed Warbler (2nd for Britain) on
Lodmoor. Thankfully my sister had the common sense to get married in
Weymouth. Having passed my driving test, but only owning a motorbike, I
was given special permission to borrow my father’s car for an early
morning trip to Lodmoor on the strict proviso that I returned in time to pick
up an aunt, who was a guest at the wedding, at the railway station. I
arrived at Lodmoor to be told by Tony Smith and other members of his
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“String Band”, as they were known, that the bird had disappeared. All too
soon it was time to leave Lodmoor and start my wedding duties. The day
suddenly went from bad to worse. My father’s car wouldn’t start. Anybody
who has owned a 1970’s Fiat will know the feeling. Eventually the “String
Band” was coerced into pushing me and I limped home in disgrace. With
my father’s car now dead I had to meet the aforementioned aunt on my
motorbike. Imagine her look of horror, stood there in her wedding finery,
viisualising she would have to ride pillion with this rough looking biker. I did
the decent thing and ordered a taxi.
P.S. I did go and see the bird: in the evening, on my motorbike.
15th April 1978, Portland Bill.
As I walked towards the Bill from the car park I came across a lone
birdwatcher staring into a quarry. He informed me, quite calmly, he was
watching an Alpine Accentor. He soon left me on my own to watch this very
approachable, and very lost, visitor. Imagine the scene today if this event
was repeated.
24th September 1979, Portland Bill.
Walking around the Top Fields I came across Mick Rogers (then warden of
PBO) talking to Bill Oddie (who was in the area filming the Goodies TV
programme). Bill informed me he had earlier found a Yellow-Billed Cuckoo
but it had disappeared before anybody else had seen it. I set off, with one
other birder, to scour the fields and we were rewarded when we eventually
found the bird near the Eight Kings Quarry. As I was walking back to the
Obs., to tell them the news, Bill appeared dressed in school uniform,
complete with short trousers and a cap. He was just taking a quick break
from filming to catch up with news on his bird.
Branching Out
Starting work in High Wycombe in 1974 and becoming a wage earner I was
able to acquire my own transport and started exploring the wider world.
15th December 1977, Lowestoft, Suffolk.
My first long distance twitch. With very little information, and no birders around,
I pulled into the first car park I could find on Lowestoft sea front alongside a
small group of gulls, and there it was! Standing alongside the car, my first
Franklin’s Gull (3rd for Britain).
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3rd March 1978. Cheddar Gorge, Somerset.
An almost legendary event in British birdwatching was the overwintering of a
Wallcreeper in Cheddar Gorge for two winters from 1976 to 1978. I arrived in
the gorge and quickly joined a very
small group of people watching this
purple and grey beauty flitting around
on the rock face. Perturbed by the
gathering throng a passing police car
stopped and the occupants asked
what all the fuss was about. Soon after
another police car came by and
stopped and asked the first crew if they
needed any help. We soon had as
many policemen as birders standing in
the lay-by as this little gem flew across
the gorge like a giant butterfly.
28th March 1978. St Nicholas at Wade, Kent.
One of the most significant changes in birding since the 1970’s is the quality of
optics, particularly telescopes. Today’s pin sharp, bright images are a far cry
from what we had to make do with in the “dark ages”. My telescope at the time
was very poor at letting in light and compounded this by being very good at
letting in water. This is how I came to spend a very soggy day in Kent peering
through my scope at a blurred lump limping around in a distant cabbage field. I
had seen a truly wild Great Bustard in Britain. My first and probably last.
28th December 1978, Pagham Harbour, West Sussex.
I read an article in the daily paper which talked about a Greater Sand Plover
breeding at Pagham Harbour. This was remarkable news for three reasons.
Greater Sand Plover had never been recorded in Britain before, the bird was
alone, and it was December! A quick call to Martin Cade confirmed that the
bird did exist so off I went to Sussex. There was nobody around so I searched
around on my own until I eventually found, hunched up in a creek looking very
sorry for itself, the Sand Plover. Far from being in breeding condition it looked
as if it was about to die. This poor bird was a long way from where it should
have been and Southern England was experiencing a very hard and snowy
winter. Sadly the bird’s conditioned deteriorated and it “disappeared” in
January.
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Moving around
1979 Benbecula, Outer Hebrides
In January 1979 I moved to work on the island of Benbecula in the Outer
Hebrides. Another resident at that time was the splendid drake Steller’s Eider
that graced the coast of South Uist from 1972 to 1984. In March 1980 the
island was also favoured by a fine drake Bufflehead, but this only stayed a few
days.
1981 Swindon, Wiltshire
In the early eighties I moved to work near Swindon. Here I met one of the most
obsessed twitchers in the country at that time, Les Cook. Les had telephone
hotlines to people that mattered regarding bird news, particularly on Friday
evenings. Les couldn’t drive so I was chauffeur. Les couldn’t navigate very well
either so we often went further than should have done on some of our
marathon days out. Help was at hand though as Ian Prophet also lived in
Swindon and he was always willing to do more than his fair share of driving.
Sadly Les and Ian are no longer with us but I remember these days as the
heyday of rarity hunting in Britain, and we went for most of them. What would
the twitchers of today give to see the likes of Varied Thrush, American
Redstart, Hudsonian Godwit, Little Whimbrel and Lark and Savannah
Sparrows. Some of the species we saw have reappeared in recent years
including Green Heron and American Bittern.
The last mentioned species, seen at Magor, South Wales in October 1981,
resulted in my only ever appearance in the national press. My picture
appeared, alongside three other birders, under the heading “Battle of the
B i t t e r n I n v a d e r s , a w a r d e n ’s
nightmare”! I will not repeat the story
here, suffice to say, I was innocent
m’lord.

1980’s East Anglia
During the mid to late 1980’s I was
based in East Anglia, then, as now,
one of the most desirable areas for a
birdwatcher to live. There were many
good days but the highlight was
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undoubtedly the pair of Slender Billed Gulls, resplendent in full breeding
plumage that frequented the Cley area for a few days in May 1987. My 400th
species in Britain.

The Isles of Scilly
15th January 1980 St Mary’s, Isles of Scilly.
My first visit to these magical islands was a day trip, with Martin Cade, to see a
Killdeer that was wintering on St Mary’s.
My first autumn visit was in October 1981. Amongst an avalanche of “new”
birds two stand out. Standing with four hundred other birders on the airfield at
dusk looking down on a hawking Common Nighthawk was unreal and today’s
birders will be envious of us oldies that saw the Orphean Warbler at
Porthellick.
My second autumn visit was the following year when the highlight was a
Scarlet Tanager (from the far west) in the same bush as a Pallas’s Warbler
(from the far east). It could only happen on Scilly, and I was hooked. Sixty
three visits later I still adore these wonderful islands.

In Conclusion
There are many other stories from these early years, some better left untold.
There were some great days out but it wasn’t all good. Many, many days of
dipping, car breakdowns, coming together with deer, being cut off by the tide,
etc, etc, but it was all part of life’s experience.
There were other people I haven’t mentioned who helped and encouraged
me. I won’t mention any names for fear of forgetting or offending somebody. I
am particularly grateful for those who gave me help and guidance when I was
just a young, enthusiastic schoolboy. Do the young birdwatchers of today get
the same help from the “oldies”? I am not sure. Would they be prepared to
listen like we did? I am not sure about that either.
As for the nineties and noughties: too many people, too much traffic, periods of
poor health. It certainly isn’t as much fun these days but there are still some
wonderful places to visit and some fascinating birds to see.
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Request for help - Tony Allen
I have been studying beetles in Dorset for about twenty years. I am very keen
to look in birds’ nests, which are an under-recorded habitat. A number of beetle
species are restricted to nests and some of these are seldom recorded. I
would be pleased to collect nests, or in the case of larger species, debris from
nests, in order to discover the beetles found in them. I am especially interested
in nests of waterbirds (swan, moorhen, etc) raptors, owls and magpies, as
each of these have their own special beetle fauna, a number of which have
either not yet been recorded from Dorset or are only known from historical
records. I was able to search debris from a buzzard nest in Wiltshire in 2006
and added four beetles to the county list. It is obviously important that nests
are not disturbed until the young have flown. For many larger nests the beetles
remain in them into the autumn but they leave smaller nests more quickly. If
you can help with this project please contact me at allentonyallen@aol.com
or by phone – 01425652653.

Oops!! My Most Embarrassing Birding Moment - Phyl
England
I was just going out for a morning’s birding in Weymouth when my mobile
rang. I was told that Katie Black, the Senior Ranger at Durlston had found a
Red-flanked Bluetail at the Country Park, very close to my home. This was too
good to miss. Only the second record for Dorset and a lovely little bird. I
grabbed my ‘bins’ and camera and headed for the Park and the field where the
bird had been found.
Not many cars in the car park yet and not a birder in sight so I headed for the
Saxon field which although large seemed deserted. Being old and female, with
ears and legs not as good as they were, meant that my confidence in even refinding a rarity was minimal. So I stumbled among the many ant hills and rabbit
holes looking for the fellow birders who I had been told were already there.
After quartering the field for a second time, I noticed a brownish bird with a
white throat along a hedgerow. It’s an early Whitethroat, I thought, so I’ll
photograph it, snapping happily away. At last in the next field I saw the ‘great
and the good’ of Dorset birding all looking around the hedges where the
Bluetail had last been seen. I greeted old friends, discussed where the bird
might be and I must confess, gossiped a bit. The birders had fanned out
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looking down the lane and the furthest hedges in the field. While waiting for the
bird to reappear, I decided to check out the quality of my Whitethroat photos.
“Oh no” I shrieked rushing over to Kevin, our County Recorder. The bird
looking out from my LCD certainly had a whitish throat but under its wings it
glowed orangey –red. How embarrassing! I’d found the bird after all but failed
to recognise it. The only good thing was that I could show everyone where it
had been and it was quickly relocated by Kevin. It stayed for several days and
everyone had good views of this attractive little bird.
The moral of this tale is - use your eyes and ‘bins’ not your camera lens. Also
study behaviour. In retrospect this bird was not behaving like a Common
Whitethroat. Even more important look for the bird not the birders!
Have you got an embarrassing birding moment to tell us about? We’d love to
hear it!

Dorset Highlights - Paul Morton
February
The long staying Long-Billed Dowitcher moved back to Lodmoor from it’s
brief stay at Poole Park on the 17th. The same day 2 Cattle Egrets were
found between Alderholt and Fordingbridge. Great Grey Shrikes remained at
Arne, Wareham Forest and Six Penny Handley. An adult Ring-Billed Gull
was at Radipole from the 4th with a 1st/winter bird at Poole Park from the
5th . At least 2 Black Brants were still at Ferrybridge. 4 Smew remained at
Longham Lakes. Waxwing flocks were consistent around the county.
March
Great Grey Shrikes remained at Arne, Sixpenny Handley and Morden Bog.
The Long-Billed Dowitcher also stayed put at Lodmoor. Waxwings were
favouring the Poole area with high counts of over 100. Several Hoopoe were
dotted around with sightings on Portland and at Swineham. Ring-Billed Gulls
were at Poole Park and Stanpit. A Stone Curlew flew over Hengistbury on
28th. A Great White Egret was reported in the Wytch Channel. A single
Smew remained at Longham lakes.
April
A Black Stork was in and around Poole Harbour (28th–30th). Dorset’s 2nd
Red Flanked Bluetail was at Durlston (2nd - 6th). A Woodchat Shrike at
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Lytchett Bay, and Whiskered Tern on
the same date (10th. Red-Rumped
Swallows at Wareham, Christchurch
and Portland. A Hoopoe was at Arne
and Holton Lee. Night Herons were
discovered at West Bexington and on
the River Stour (17th). A Short-Toed
Lark was on Portland (3rd). An
Ortolan Bunting was on the
Causeway at Longham Lakes (17th),
along with a Blue-headed Wagtail
(7th). A Subalpine Warbler was
trapped at the Bill (24th), with a
different bird at the Nothe (26th). Beeeaters were over Durlston and Portland.
May
The Black Stork was seen again over Lytchett Bay (1st). A Cattle Egret was
at Abbotsbury. A Wryneck was on Hengistbury, whilst Red-Rumped
Swallows were seen at Lodmoor, Radipole and Wick. Bee-Eaters were over
Broadstone (3rd) and Durlston with birds settling on Portland on numerous
dates. Night Heron remained on the Stour, with a first summer bird also at
Radipole (8th). A Temmincks Stint was at Stanpit (4th). Portland also hosted
Red Backed Shrike, Goshawk, Common Rose Finch and Golden Oriole.
Two Golden Orioles were also on Hengistbury Head, A Savi’s Warbler had a
long stay at Lodmoor. A Gull-Billed Tern showed briefly at Stanpit (17th). A
Black-Winged Stilt at Radipole (20th).
June
The Savi’s Warbler was still singing at Lodmoor on the 1st and Quail had
been heard calling at Sixpenny Handley. On the 3rd a Bee-eater was seen
flying over Weston, Portland and at an immature male Common Rosefinch
was seen briefly at Verne Common Portland. A Purple Heron put in an
appearance at Sutton Bingham reservoir on the 8th. A Hoopoe visited a
garden in Toller Porcorum on the 10th. A Short-toed Lark was found on Wick
Fields Hengistbury on the 16th. A single Bee-eater was seen flying over
Durlston on 27th.
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Advise to Contributors
Next Newsletter Deadline is 1st October 2011
Sending Articles
By e-mail to the Editor - sapeur.pompier@btinternet.com
Microsoft Word PC or Mac Format.
Text Arial 12
Digital photographs should be a minimum of 300dpi/ppi if possible with a
width of 500 pixels, but if you cannot do this I can size to suit.
All photographs will be produced in black and white except for those on
the cover and in the electronic version which will be all colour.

Sending Handwritten Articles
Please write clearly, if you wish to send a copy of a photograph or an
illustration to accompany your article please do, as I can scan these for
printing.

Advertising
All adverts will be in black and white
If you wish to advertise your business we charge £20 for a page and £10
half page and £5 quarter page.
For personal adverts, we charge £2 for a twenty word advert.
Send to Nick Hull via e-mail to
sapeur.pompier@btinternet.com
or by post to
11, Pealsham Gardens, Fordingbridge, Hampshire. SP6 1RD.
Telephone enquiries on 01425 656841
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