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Bournemouth 
Natural 
Science 
Society
39 Christchurch 
Road, Bournemouth, 
Dorset, BH1 3NS.
Tel:  01202 553525    
Charity no: 219585
BNSS Welcomes all to lectures, 
donations in lieu of admission charge.

Of special interest to Dorset 
Bird Club members
Saturday May 2nd at 2.30pm, 
Brian Harrison is presenting 
'Spring Bird Song', with slides & 
sounds.  A great way to get yourself 
ready for the spring chorus.

We have a wide programme of 
lectures/field trips please see our 
website for full details.
www.bnss.org.uk

Come to Lyme for reliable Dippers, 
Purple Sandpipers and the 

“Best New Cheese Retailer 2009”.  
We stock the finest cheeses from 
the West Country and further 

afield and a great range of 
accompaniments. In the summer 
we serve Barford ice creams and 

sorbets by the scoop.

Off season we open Friday, 
Saturday and Sunday. But when 

the tourists are in town, every day 
except Monday …

MILL LANE (OFF COOMBE ST).
LYME REGIS, DT7 3PU

01297 44 26 26
WWW.TOWNMILLCHEESE.CO.UK

TwO Owls Birding
2011-2012

We offer a range of birdwatching experiences with 

small friendly groups and expert local guides. Covering 

Dorset, New Forest and the Hampshire Coast and short 

breaks at birding hot spots in Britain and further afield.
Please visit our website at www.twoowlsbirding.co.uk

or contact Jackie Tel: 01425 656841 
Email:twoowls.birding@btinternet.com
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Membership Subscriptions
  Please remember that your annual subscriptions are 
        due on the 1st January 2012. 

 The current rates are:

 Ordinary Membership  £15
 Joint/Family Membership  £18
 Student Membership  £10
 Junior Membership   £5
 Life membership   £200

 To join or renew your membership, please send your name 
 and address with the appropriate subscription to the 
 Membership Secretary :-

 Diana Dyer, 3 Osmay Road, Swanage, Dorset, BH19 2JQ
 E-mail:membership@dorsetbirds.org.uk
 Tel. 01929 421402  
 

Contacts
 Chairman Dorset Bird Club:- Neil Gartshore
 e-mail:- chairman@dorsetbirds.org.uk
 Tel:- 01929 552560

 Dorset County Recorder:- Kevin lane
 E-mail:- dorsetbirdclub@hotmail.com
 Tel. 07901 614629 

 Conservation Officer:- Jol Mitchell
 4 Gover Close, Ridge, Wareham, Dorset, BH20 3BU.
  e-mail:- jolmitchell@btinternet.com
 Tel:- 01929 552924 

 Newsletter Editor:- Nick Hull
 e-mail:- editor@dorsetbirds.org.uk
 Tel. 01425 656841

 Dorset Bird Club Website:-http://www.dorsetbirds.org.uk/#
 
 Dorset Sighting Blog:- http://www.dorsetbirds.blogspot.com/

mailto:richarddiana@tiscali.co.uk
mailto:richarddiana@tiscali.co.uk
mailto:yuki@onaga54.freeserve.co.uk
mailto:yuki@onaga54.freeserve.co.uk
mailto:dorsetbirdclub@hotmail.com
mailto:dorsetbirdclub@hotmail.com
mailto:jolmitchell@btinternet.com
mailto:jolmitchell@btinternet.com
mailto:sapeur.pompier@btinternet.com
mailto:sapeur.pompier@btinternet.com
http://www.dorsetbirds.org.uk/%23
http://www.dorsetbirds.org.uk/%23
http://www.dorsetbirds.blogspot.com/
http://www.dorsetbirds.blogspot.com/


Contents
From the Editor’s   Nick Hull  5-7 
From the Chairman  Neil Gartshore  7-9
DBC to Southern Spain Neil Gartshore  10-12
From County Recorder  Kevin Lane  12-13
Patch Watching  Steve F. Smith  13 
Outdoor Programme     14
AGM Agenga      15
Dorset Bird Club Rules     16-19 
Patch Watching continued    20-22
School Boy Birdwatchers Treleven Heysom 22-24 
Highland Wildlife  Tony Conway  24-25
A Tale of Pallid Swifts Charles Richards  25-26
Some Furtive Behaviour 
in the Reeds   Will Bown  27
Book Review   Nick Hull  28-29
Dorset Bird Sightings   Paul Morton  29-30
 
Acknowledgements
The editor would like to thank all the photographers for allowing the use of 
their photographs in this newsletter. All  Photographs that appear in the Dorset 
Bird Club Newsletter are the copyright of the photographer. 

Cover Photograph:-   
Spotted Sandpiper - Kevin Lane

Inside Photographs:-  
Turtle Dove, Green Hairstreak,Tawny Owl - Nick Hull
Auks, Red Grouse, Spotted Sandpiper - Nick Hull
Strait’s of Tarifa - Neil Gartshore
Griffon Vulture - Neil Gartshore
Pallid Swift - Nick Hopper
Nesting Reed Warblers - Will Bown

Backcover Photographs:- 
Black Redstart, Dipper - Roger Boswell
Avocet in flight - Tim Balmer
Blue-winged Teal - Vaughn Ashby
Purple Sandpiper - Will Bown
Richard’s Pipit - Jeff Hazell
Short-eared Owl - Mike Coleman
Goldcrest - Lorne Bissel



From the Editor - Nick Hull

On behalf of the club, I would like to wish you all a very happy and 
successful birding New  Year.  I would also like to take this opportunity, to 
thank all the members and nonmembers that have contributed either by 
sending in articles or allowing me to use their photographs within the pages 
of the newsletter over the last year.  If  it wasn’t for you, it would be a far 
more boring issue with little in it.   

On a similar vein we need to thank our small voluntary team who put aside 
time each mouth to update the club’s website, it certainly lightens the load.  
This brings me to one or two points that seem to crop up regularly 
regarding the website and bird records and reports we receive.

The website updating team gleans information from various sources and 
produces a summary of the information collected for the day in question. 
This means that not all the information received makes it onto the website. 
Do not think that because the information you have sent in doesn’t appear 
on the blog it isn’t used! On the contrary, all information received by 
whatever means is used to help the various editors to formulate their 
sections for the annual bird report, and will, in time, be added to the DBC 
database and the Dorset biodiversity database held by DERC (which 
enables access by companies or individuals doing species studies or 
impact assessments on particular areas of  the county). These are just two 
of a very long list of purposes for which this information can be used.

You can find information on when and where to send your records, what 
type of  records are needed and what format to send them in, in the Annual 
Bird Report or on the club’s website at the following link:- http://
www.dorsetbirds.org.uk/#/dorset­bird­list/4545548008

Though the centre pullout page of  this newsletter usually has the club’s 
programme of events, you’ll find a slight difference in this issue as we have 
added an extra page with the new  club rules.  This was required because 
we are now  being treated as a charity and with charity status we have to 
conform to certain regulations. Neil will be discussing more on this in his 
Chairman’s Chat below.

As usual, I try to find something on a conservation theme that I think you all 
might find of  interest, or sometimes appalling, like shooting of birds in 
Malta, etc. However, sometimes mass deaths can happen through natural 
circumstances. Here in the UK we often have wrecks of seabirds after 
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heavy storms at sea. Last year it was reported on the news in the United 
States that they had mass deaths of  Red-winged Blackbirds, which was 
discussed on British television recently by Chris Packham.  

More recently in Utah, United States, on 15th December 2011, officials 
estimated 1,500 Black-necked Grebe were killed on migration, found in a 
WalMart car park in Cedar City.  They believe they mistakenly thought the 
wet shiny tarmac of the car park was a lake when caught in a storm whilst 
migrating over the city and crashed on landing with devastating effect. The 
good news was that 3,500 other birds which were apparently described as 
being dazed and confused were rounded up through the night by 
volunteers and staff  of the Utah Department for Wildlife and were later 
released into a nearby lake. The full article and discussion can be found at - 
http://www.abcbirds.org/newsandreports/releases/111215.html

The latest news from the BTO 
entitled ‘Migrant Declines Linked to 
Wintering Grounds’, looked at a 
number of species that are on the 
Conservation Concern Red List (ie. 
Turtle Dove, Tree Pipit, Spotted 
Flycatcher, Cuckoo, House Martin, 
Nightingale and Garden Warbler) 
and they believe they have found 
part of  the reason they are declining. 
You can find the full article at - http://
www.bto.org/science/latest-research/
migrant-declines-linked-wintering-
grounds

Following on from the above the BTO are conducting a survey on 
Nightingales this coming season and would like volunteers from the club to 
assist them survey various location in Dorset.  If  you are interested in 
taking part please contact Ieuan Evans (ieuan.evans@bto.org, or 
01842 750050) for further information or to be allocated a tetrad in 
Dorset to survey for Nightingales in 2012. 

With Marsh Harrier now  breeding again in the county at Weymouth, and 
possibly eight individuals wintering in and around Poole Harbour, I thought 
this article published on the New  Scientist website might interest a few  of 
you. Entitled ‘The Only Cross-dressing Bird of Prey,' it discusses 
‘transvestite’ Marsh Harriers and that some 40% of males do not obey the 
gender rules and how  they benefit from staying brown. To read the full 

Turtle Dove - Martin Down © Nick Hull
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article, follow this link - http://www.newscientist.com/article/dn21138

With the new  project to save the Spoon-billed Sandpiper from extinction 
and that an estimated 220 birds (about half the global population) 
overwinter in Myanmar’s Gulf of Martaban, where they are caught in nets 
along with other waders for food, the Biodiversity and Nature Conservation 
Association (BANCA - Birdlife in Myanmar) have found this practice is being 
carried out, not surprisingly, by the poorest households and BANCA are 
now  funding and devising suitable alternatives for these households to 
support their families, so the need to catch waders for food is not required. 
The full story can be found on the Birdlife website by following this link – 
http://www.birdlife.org/community/2012/01/targeting-hunters-to-save-
spoon-billed-sandpiper/

I’m sure many of  you like to get out walking and birding to ‘chill out’ (though 
I think the new  phrase is ‘chillax’) at the end of a busy week at work. Have 
you thought about putting that walk to some conservation use? The BTO is 
always looking for volunteers to take part in surveys. There are a number 
that you can take part in, two of  the simplest ways are in putting your 
observations into BirdTrack and the Garden BirdWatch survey, but there 
are many other ways that you can get involved. If you are interested follow 
this link - http://www.bto.org/volunteer-surveys/core-surveys to see the 
core surveys and what’s required.

Chairman’s Chat - Neil Gartshore

Two years (of  three) have gone already - they say time flies when you 
are enjoying yourself (or maybe ‘flying time’ is just something that 
happens when you get older)! Under the ‘Rules’ of the Club the post of 
Chairman will be up for (re-)election at the AGM in March 2013. At this 
moment in time, I am not sure if I will be putting myself forward for 
reelection or not so if anyone would like to be considered for this post 
then please come forward over the next few  months and have a chat 
….with no obligation! 

As part of  my ongoing review  of  the Club, John and I have revised the 
Club ‘Rules’, which govern how  we run the Club. These revisions have 
been accepted by the committee but under the ‘Rules’, these changes 
have to be accepted by the Membership and so will be put to a vote at 
the AGM (with the committee recommending approval). A revised copy is 
enclosed in this newsletter. If  you have any queries, or comments, please 
let me know. 
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Thank you for the response (albeit small) from the last newsletter asking 
for volunteers to help with various aspect of the Club. Some of the ideas 
of what the committee feel the Club should be doing will not happen 
unless we get help. If  you haven’t been in touch and think that you have 
the time, and would like to help in some way, please contact me. 

Subscriptions for 2012
Our subscriptions rose on 1st January and we have (inevitably) 
experienced a few  problems. Some of you who pay by standing order and 
who did not fill in a new  form, or didn’t advise your bank of  an increase, 
have paid at the old rate. 

Another problem is that a few  new  standing order forms may not have 
been processed by the banks correctly (my subscription has been paid 
….but the money didn’t come out of  my bank account!) In some cases 
Members have paid twice because their bank didn’t cancel the old 
mandate. 

John and Diana are working through the Membership List to rectify any 
errors so please bear with them while they sort them out but, in the 
meantime, if  there has been a problem with your subscription, please flag it 
up with Diana.  

Charitable Status & Gift Aid
Just before Christmas we submitted an 
application to the Charity Commission to 
register the Club as a Charity. We are still 
waiting to hear the outcome. 

At the same time we put in our first claim to 
recover tax on our Gift Aid scheme. In an 
impressive 2-week turnaround, the Club 
received a payment of £1950. Obviously the 
bulk of  this was for the 4-year backdated 
claim that we are allowed to make when 
someone first signs a Gift Aid Form. Now, 
due to how  our tax year falls, we are able to make a second claim, 
backdating new forms received since the last claim and for all 2011 subs. 

If  you have still not yet completed a Gift Aid form, please consider doing 
so, it costs nothing and can be cancelled at any time should you no longer 
pay tax or leave the Club. 



AGM Tuesday, March 27th

This year’s AGM will be held in the Methodist Hall in Wareham starting 
promptly at 7pm. After the AGM business, the ‘doors open’ for the main 
event at 7.45pm when our guest speaker, Shaun Robson, will give an 
illustrated talk entitled ‘Midnight Sea Watching and Other Arctic 
Adventures’. Those of you who have heard Shaun speak before will 
know  he is an excellent speaker, so please do try to come along. The 
evening is free and Non-Members are most welcome. 

Dorset Bird Club - 25 years on 
The Club is now  25 years old – the first inaugural meeting of the Club 
was held in March 1987 when the bird section formally split from the 
DNH&AS and became the (New) Dorset Bird Club.  

To celebrate this milestone we have a few things planned: 

In September we are offering a privately organised birdwatching trip to 
the Tarifa area of southern Spain to watch autumn migration. The 
trip will be led by Kevin and me – we are both familiar with Spain 
and this area in particular (see Kevin’s article in newsletter no.74 
and the ‘advert’ in this one). We already have names of  a number of 
interested participants – final places will be offered on a first come 
first served basis. 

In late Oct/early Nov we are aiming to hold a one-day Conference, 
similar to the joint conference with the BTO in 2010, but on this 
occasion, with a little more free time for socialising. We are currently 
in the planning stages, including finalising a date and venue, so 
more details will follow  in the next newsletter. If you have any 
thoughts on any themes that you would like see included on day 
please get in touch and we’ll see what we can do. 

We are aiming to produce a small booklet/checklist which will give the 
status of each species recorded in the County. The Dorset Bird List now 
stands at 418 species (as at the end 2011) and the booklet will update 
the 10 years or so since the last county avifauna was published. 



Autumn Migration at TARIFA, Southern Spain 
6 days, Sun 16th to Fri 21st September 2012 (to be 
confirmed)

As part of the Club’s 25th Anniversary, we are offering Members the 
chance of  a birdwatching trip to Spain. Although the trip is being offered 
to Members, the Club will take no income from, or accept any liability for, 
the trip. Anyone who joins the trip will agree that they will be going as 
private individuals and will be responsible for their own costs and, in case 
of cancellation, any charges incurred. 

The number of places on the trip will 
be limited, probably 8-12, (but max 
16). Places will be reserved on a 
first come, first served basis and will 
be confirmed on receipt of  a deposit 
(to be advised). 

To register an interest, or for further 
info, please contact Neil Gartshore 
o n 0 1 9 2 9 5 5 2 5 6 0 o r e m a i l 
chairman@dorsetbirds.org.uk .

Cost: £600.00 (estimate to be confirmed, single supplement may apply)
Included: Return flights to Malaga / transport in Spain / 5 nights B&B 
accommodation. 

Excluded: Travel to-from UK departure airport/lunchtime snacks & 
evening meals/travel insurance (compulsory) items of a personal nature. 

Itinerary (For illustration purposes only)

Day 1: We’ll fly to Malaga and drive south to our accommodation in the 
hilltop town of Vejer de la Frontera. Depending on how  much daylight we 
have left, we’ll make a few  short stops along the way to start off our bird 
list, in particular looking out for passing raptors. Vejer should produce 
Lesser Kestrel and Spotless Starling. 

Days 2 – 5: Our days will be kept flexible as the best sites for migrating 
raptors vary depending on weather conditions. As well as spending time 
at raptor watching viewpoints we’ll visit other sites in the area to ensure 
that we pick up a good selection of the birdlife in this fascinating area. 

Straite of Tarifa © Neil Gartshore

mailto:chairman@dorsetbirds.org.uk
mailto:chairman@dorsetbirds.org.uk


Tarifa & the raptor watching viewpoints: The stretch of  coast around 
Tarifa is a major flyway in the autumn for raptors as they cross the Straits 
of Gibraltar in their thousands. We’ll visit a number of the manned watch 
points along the coast - often it’s a case of where to look first! Griffon and 
Egyptian Vultures, Booted and Short-toed Eagles, Honey Buzzard, Black 
Kite, Marsh Harrier and Sparrowhawk can all pass in large numbers and 
Rüppell’s Vulture is a possibility. 

Being the autumn, small birds are also on the move and potentially 
anything could turn up along the coastal scrub and headlands. A random 
selection should include swifts (we’ll look for Pallid amongst the 
Common, and both White-rumped and Little are recorded in the area), 
Bee-eater, Red-rumped Swallow, Tawny Pipit, Wheatear, Sardinian 
Warbler, Pied Flycatcher, Firecrest and Cirl Bunting. We’ll also find a 
headland to scan offshore for seabirds including Balearic and Cory’s 
Shearwaters and Skuas. 

La Janda: This was formerly a huge lagoon, but was drained for 
agricultural use. The area still holds a good selection of  birds though 
including Cattle Egret, White and Black Storks, Glossy Ibis, Marsh, 
Montagu’s and Hen Harriers, Lesser Kestrel, Turtle Dove, Crested Lark, 
Zitting Cisticola and Corn Bunting. A particular target bird here is Black-
shouldered Kite. 

Cadiz: The estuary and saltpans of  the Bahía de Cádiz will produce a 
good selection of waders, gulls and terns: Stone Curlew, Avocet, Black-
winged Stilt, Kentish and Ringed Plovers, Curlew  Sandpiper, Sanderling, 
Dunlin, Little Stint, Slender-billed and Audouin’s Gulls, Caspian and Black 
Terns amongst them. Other birds in the area should include Greater 
Flamingo, Spoonbill, Glossy Ibis and Osprey. 

Laguna de Medina: Located in the rolling hillsides near the sherry town 
of Jerez, this shallow  120ha lagoon attracts a large number of water birds 
- our main targets will be White-headed Duck and Crested Coot. The first 
should be seen without too much trouble but the latter will test our 
observational skills to pick out one of the handful of birds amongst 
thousands of  its common relative. Black-necked Grebe, Ferruginous 
Duck, Red-crested Pochard, Purple Gallinule and Whiskered Tern are 
possible and, around the fringes of the lagoon, Zitting Cisticola is likely.   

Los Alcornocales: This extensive area of cork oak forest will provide a 
good opportunity to look for some of the local raptors including a good 
chance of Bonelli’s Eagle. Whilst looking skyward we’ll keep an eye open 



for Black Stork, Gri ffon and 
Egyptian Vultures, Alpine Swift and 
Crag Martin. Down in the forest a 
selection of  smaller birds may 
inc lude Wryneck , Wood lark , 
Dartford Warbler, Iberian Chiffchaff, 
Crested Tit, Short-toed Treecreeper 
and Rock Bunting. 

Day 6: We’ll head back to Malaga 
airport in time for our flight back to 
the UK - birding along the way if 
time permits.

From the County Recorder 2011 Records - Kevin Lane

Last year proved to be a superb one for birding in the county and 2011 
registered one of the highest totals of species recorded in Dorset in 
recent years (pending acceptances likely to be in the mid to high 270s).  
Unfortunately, neither of the two new  species recorded in the county 
lingered long enough to be enjoyed by the masses.  A Paddyfield 
Warbler, trapped and ringed on The Fleet, was seen by just three 
observers, whilst a Short-toed Eagle was seen in flight over Lyme Regis 
by a single observer.  The Paddyfield Warbler is currently pending 
acceptance with BBRC, however at the time of writing, the Short-toed 
Eagle has unfortunately not been submitted to BBRC.

Many of  you have now  sent in your 2011 records either by email or post, 
so many thanks for those.  For anyone with records left to send in, there’s 
still plenty of  time.  We’re aiming to have the 2011 database completed 
by mid to late April.  As usual records can be emailed to 
dorsetbirdclub@hotmail.com  or posted to 42 Twin Oaks Close, 
Broadstone BH18 8JF

Whilst on the subject of  emails, some of  you may have noticed that 
acknowledgments for emails sent to dorsetbirdclub@hotmail.com  are 
actually returning from one of my personal email addresses.  This is 
simply because its easier for me to reply via my email rather than log in 
to Hotmail.  Please remember therefore to send your next sightings email 
to the DBC email address rather than replying to my acknowledgment as 
this will only be sent to me and therefore may not be picked up by 
whoever is updating the website that night.

Griffon Vulture - Spain © Neil Gartshore
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2010 Dorset Bird Report Progress

The next annual report is currently well in progress and we hope to have the 
text ready to be printed around early spring.  We are gradually dragging the 
production date back to where we’d like it to be, however as I’m sure you’ll 
appreciate, it’s a fairly time-consuming task.

We are likely to need a couple more subeditors in place in time for the 2011 
annual report.  Being a subeditor involves analysing the records and writing 
the text for a set of  around 25 - 30 species.  Full instructions are provided 
and writing the section can be very enjoyable.  If you’d like to help out and 
write a section of the report or simply want to know  more about what is 
involved, please drop me a line.

Patch Watching: Steve F. Smith
Rushcombe Bottom Local Nature Reserve. 

The little area of heath and woodland which I have watched for the past 
two years is variously known as Rushcombe Bottom, Barrow  Hill or Corfe 
Hills Local Nature Reserve, and it lies just south of the Roman Road on the 
edge of Corfe Mullen. It is a south-facing slope, where on a fine spring 
morning you can look across to the wolftooth skyline of Broadstone Golf 
Course and scan the sky for hirundines and migrant raptors. From the 
modest rise of Barrow  Hill you have the feeling that you are staring straight 
down the flyways, across to France, Spain and north-west Africa, and you 
can wonder what may be heading north towards you.  

The area includes some beautiful oak woodland, a patch of  birch with a 
ground cover of honeysuckle which still gives me hope of Wood Warbler, a 
tiny pond and some wet heath. The Rushcombe Brook flows through a 
steep gully along the southern boundary towards a large pond just out of 
viewing range on the farm next door. On the heath, some characteristic 
pines stand out starkly, looking rather like the acacias of the Kenyan 
savannah, and in fact the place is known to some local people as Little 
Africa. It is bounded on three sides by horse pasture and to the west by the 
housing estates of Corfe Mullen.  

J.A. Baker in ‘The Peregrine’ writes “Detailed descriptions of landscape are 
tedious. One part of England is superficially so much like another. The 
differences are subtle, coloured by love.” So I won’t say much more about 
the scenery: you can easily find it by taking the Blandford Road from 
Broadstone to Corfe Mullen and then turning down the access lane at the 

Continued on page 20



Outdoor Field Visits  - Trevor Thorpe & Andy Humber

Saturday 18th February 2012
Blashford Lakes (SU151082) 09.30hrs – mid afternoon.  
Meet at the Hampshire Wildlife Trust car park off  Ellingham Drove – 2 miles north of 
Ringwood.  For woodland and reservoir birds.  Category  A – leaders Trevor Thorpe 
and Andy Humber.

Dorset Bird Club A.G.M. - Ian Lewis
Tuesday 27th March 2012 at 7.00 at the Methodist Church Hall, Wareham.  Talk by 
Shaun Robson at 8.00. On - Midnight Seawatching and other Arctic Birding 
Adventures. 

Saturday March 31st 2012
White Nothe (SY 759824)  Category C.  09.30am – all day.  From the A353 east of 
Weymouth take the minor road turning through Upton Village and continue to 
National Trust Car Park.  For early  Spring migrants.  Leaders Andy Humber and 
Trevor Thorpe

Sunday 22nd April 2012
Winspit.  - Category  C.  09.30am – all day. Meet in the Worth Matravers National 
Trust car park near the Square and Compass Pub. Leader Trevor Thorpe

Saturday 5th May 2012
Dawn Chorus - At Acres Down, New Forest (SU 268098). Category B. 05.30am – 
approx 09.30am.  Meet in the car park from where we will set off  for a circuit of  the 
woods for singing spring birds.  
Follow On  - from approx 09.30am at the same location, but moving to the Heath for 
possible Goshawk and other Raptors. Leaders Trevor Thorpe and Andy Humber.

Friday 1st June 2012 
Avon Heath Country  Park South  (SU 126015) Category  A 19.30 hrs.  Meet in the 
car park on Boundary Lane.  For Nightjar.  Leader Robin Trundle.

Thursday 21st June 2012 Tarrant Rushtron Airfield (ST 950061) Category  A      
19.30 hrs.  Meet at the Airfield War Memorial on the Tarrant Rushton/Witchampton 
Road.  For possible Barn Owl and Little Owl.  Leader John Lockwood

Saturday 14th July 2012   
Martin Down and Pentridge  (SU 058192) Category  B 09.30 hrs – all day.  Meet in 
the Car Park at the end of  Sillen Lane. For downland birds and butterflies,  possibly 
Turtle Dove and Dark Green Fritillaries.  Leaders Trevor Thorpe and Andy Humber.

Saturday 18th August 2012    
Win Green and Tollard Royal  (ST 923205)  Category B 09.30 hrs – all day.  From 
the B3081 take the turning for the minor road to Ludwell.  For birds and butterflies of 
summer.  Leaders John and Sally Lucas

Sunday 23rd September 2012    
West Bexington (SY 525868) Category  B 09.30 hrs – morning only.  Meet in the 
National Trust Beach car park.  For early  autumn migrants.  Leaders Andy  Humber 
and Trevor Thorpe.



Dorset Bird Club 

Agenda for the 
Twenty-Fifth Annual General Meeting 

to be held at The Methodist Hall, North Street, Wareham 
(opposite the Kings Arms) 

on Tuesday 27th March 2012 at 7.00 p.m 

1.  Introduction and Apologies
2.  Minutes of the 24th AGM held at The Methodist Hall, Wareham, 24th Mar 2011
3.   Chairman’s Report
3a. Approval by the Membership of the amended rules
4.  Treasurer’s Report & presentation of accounts for 2011
4a.  Appointment of Auditor
5.  County Bird Recorder’s Report
6.  Election of Officers
  
  Officers (elected posts/end of term of office): 

Chairman - Neil Gartshore (2013); Secretary - Phyl England (1 yr); 
Treasurer - John Lockwood (2016); Vice Chairman - vacant.
[# The post of  Secretary  has been filled on a yearly  basis since the end of  the original 
term of  office. The current post holder is happy  to continue on this  basis for the time 
being but would be willing to stand down should another wish to take over this post]

Nominations for the posts of Secretary and Vice Chairman should be made in 
writing to reach the Secretary, Mrs P. England, Amberley, Russell  Drive, 
Swanage, BH19 2HD, at least 14 days before the AGM. The nominees must 
be paid up Club Members (who have agreed to serve) and must be proposed 
and seconded by paid up Club Members.

  Committee Members (co-opted): 
Membership Secretary - Diana Dyer; Newsletter Editor - Nick Hull; Publicity - 
Paul Levey; Indoor Meetings - Ian Lewis; Outdoor Meetings - Trevor Thorpe/ 
Andy Humber; Conservation - Jol Mitchell; County Bird Recorder/Bird Report 
Editor - Kevin Lane; BTO rep (ex-officio) - vacant.

7.  Any other business

There will be an interval before the talk when refreshments will be available.

Guest Speaker: Shaun Robson
'Midnight Seawatching and Other Arctic Birding Adventures'

(The talk will start at approx. 8.00 p.m.)



The Dorset Bird Club      
Rules 

1 Name
The Club shall be known as ‘The Dorset Bird Club’ hereafter referred to as ‘The 
Club’.

2 Aims
The aims of The Club are: 
• To promote an interest in birds and bird watching in Dorset. 
• To collate Dorset bird records and to publish the annual Dorset Bird Report. 
• To provide comment and support on local conservation issues. 
• To promote small scale local bird conservation projects through the DBC 

Conservation Fund. 
• To initiate and encourage participation in local and national bird surveys. 

3 Membership & Subscriptions
Membership of The Club is open to anyone with an interest in Dorset's birds and 
birdwatching but Membership may be refused, or cancelled, should an individual 
be involved in any activity deemed to be against the interests of The Club and its 
aims. A decision on such a refusal, or cancellation of Membership, shall be made 
by a majority of the elected Committee. 

Paid up Membership shall consist of the following categories and shall  be valid for 
one calendar year from 1st January. If joining between 1st October-31st December, 
the first year’s Membership shall run until 31st December of the following year:

Single:   one adult 
Joint:  two adults at the same address, receiving one set of 

publications 
Student:  aged 18-25 years old or in full-time education 
Junior:   aged 17 years and under 

An additional category shall  be available for a one-off payment (or 4 equal 
payments):  

Life:   one adult 

The Committee may elect exceptionally to Honorary Membership those who merit 
credit for a special service that they have carried on behalf of The Club in a 
particular year. Honorary Members shall pay no subscription and shall enjoy the 
rights of full  Members for one year only, although a Member may be elected to 
more than one period of Honorary Membership. 



The Committee may elect exceptionally to Honorary Life Membership those who 
have given outstanding service to ornithology in Dorset. Honorary Life Members 
shall pay no subscription and shall enjoy the rights of full Members. 
All  Membership rates are subject to review by the Committee, any changes in rates 
will take place on 1st January (or 1st October in the case of a 15-month 
Membership) and Members shall  be notified in the Newsletter published in the 
preceding autumn. Current rates shall be quoted on The Club’s application form, 
fliers and on the website. 

If any Member’s subscription is in arrears for more than three months, he/she shall 
not be entitled to the benefits and privileges of The Club for as long as his/her 
subscription remains in arrears. If the subscription is not paid within one year of it 
becoming due, the Membership shall cease. 

4 Bird Report
The Club shall  prepare, edit and publish the ‘Dorset Bird Report’, covering the year 
prior to that just passed, aiming to dispatch it to all  Members in the first half of the 
year. All  Membership categories shall be entitled to one copy of the report 
published during the year of their Membership. 

5 Organisation
The Club shall  be run by an elected Committee consisting of four Officers and a 
number of co-opted Committee Members. 

6 The Committee
The Officers shall be elected from the Membership of The Club and will consist of:

Chairman – 3 years term of office 
Vice-Chairman – 4 years term of office
Secretary – 4 years term of office 
Treasurer – 5 years term of office 

These terms of office may be extended by mutual consent. 

The other Committee Members shall be co-opted from the Membership of The 
Club and may consist of: 
 Membership Secretary 
 Newsletter Editor 

Bird Report Editor 
Publicity Officer 

 Indoor Meetings Secretary 
 Outdoor Meetings Secretary 

Conservation Officer 
County Bird Recorder 
BTO Regional Representative 

Other posts may be considered. An individual may hold one or more of these 
posts. 



The Committee shall meet as often as may be necessary for the proper 
management of The Club: a quorum for the full Committee Meeting shall consist of 
four persons, which should include at least one Officer. The Meetings of the 
Committee shall  be summoned by six clear days notice with an agenda set by the 
Chairman or the Vice-Chairman. All resolutions of Committee shall be passed by 
simple majority of those Committee Members present at a meeting and voting. In 
the event of a split vote the Chairman (or Vice-Chairman if the Chairman is not 
present) shall carry the casting vote. 

The Secretary shall circulate to all Committee Members minutes of the Meeting, 
including the date of the next Meeting, within one calendar month. 

7 Sub-Committees
At the discretion of the Committee, Sub-Committees shall be formed to address 
specific topics, and to act in co-ordination and liaison with relevant County and 
National  Advisors. Members of Sub-Committees need not be Committee 
Members, although at least one full  Committee Member must be present on each 
Sub-Committee. 

8 General Meetings
The Annual General  Meeting (AGM) shall  be held on a date to be determined by 
the Committee, normally in March. The business of the AGM shall  be the 
election, or on completion on their term of office, the re-election, of Officers, the 
election of an Auditor, the passing of the Accounts and any other business of 
which notice shall be given to the Chairman not less than 10 days before the 
date of such meeting. If such other business has not been made known to the 
Membership through the notice of the AGM, the Chairman may elect to postpone 
consideration of the issue to a future General Meeting if he/she considers that 
this is in the best interests of the Club. 

The Committee may summon an Extraordinary General Meeting for any specific 
purpose either by their decision or on the request of any 12 members who state 
the business for which it is required. 

Twenty members shall  constitute a quorum at any General  Meeting, and only 
those present shall be entitled to vote. 

9 Notice of General Meetings
The Secretary shall, at least 14 days prior to any General Meeting, send to every 
Member at his/her address in The Clubs’ Membership List a notice of such 
meeting stating the date, time and the place where it will  be held and the 
business so far as then known. 

In the case of an Extraordinary General Meeting, 28 days notice shall be given.



10 Accounts
The Committee shall  keep a book of Accounts detailing all incomes and 
expenditures. These shall be maintained by the Treasurer on a day-to-day basis. 
The Treasurer will  prepare an Annual  Account, which shall be audited by an 
Auditor who shall  be appointed by the Members at the AGM. The Committee 
shall have the power to fill  any casual  vacancy in the office of Auditor and the 
person so appointed shall hold office until the next AGM of The Club.

The Treasurer shall  prepare and present before the members of The Club, at the 
AGM, a set of audited Profit and Loss Accounts and a Balance Sheet together 
with the Auditor’s Report. 

11 Amendment of Rules
These Rules may be altered or repealed or new Rules may be made by the 
Committee from time to time. Such alterations and additions shall  be notified to 
the Membership in the Newsletter immediately after they have been adopted by 
the Committee and shall  be confirmed by the Members of The Club at the 
following AGM - failing such confirmation by the Members, they shall cease to 
have effect. 

12 Charitable Status 
[Active on confirmation of becoming a Registered Charity:]
Under the requirements of being a Registered Charity, at least two people are to 
be nominated as Trustees of the Club. The Trustees should be paid up Members 
of the Club and should consist of one elected Officer (nominated by the 
Committee) and at least one other (who may be elected Officers, co-opted 
Committee Members or from the general Membership). 

The Club will aim to maintain a minimum of three/a maximum of four Trustees. 

The Trustees will be appointed by the Committee and will be confirmed by the 
Membership at the AGM. Nominations for Trustees may be received from the 
Membership, and should be submitted in writing - with a proposer and seconder 
– and sent to the Secretary by 1st March. 

Should the number of nominees exceed the places available then a vote would 
be taken at the AGM by Members present. 

Last amended:    16th March 2002 
New amendment:   22nd September 2011

Approved by Committee: 8th November 2011 

Approved by Members: 

Signed: …………………… (Chairman)       Date: ……………………….



bottom of the Rushcombe Valley. Along there, a Borough of  Poole sign tells 
you that you’ve arrived. Failing that, you can get a good impression from 
Google Earth. 

I started watching this area in April 2010, and in April and May it was a 
magical place, ringing with the calls of  Green and Great Spotted 
Woodpeckers, Nuthatches and Blackcaps. A Mistle Thrush sang from the 
tops of  the oaks, and several pairs of  Linnet were obviously nesting on the 
heath. One of  the highlights of those 
early days was 29th June, when 
England played Germany in the 
World Cup. As I walked down 
through the housing towards the 
p a t c h t h e r e w a s a n a i r o f 
expectancy, as people stood in their 
driveways discussing the afternoon’s 
prospects over cans of beer. It was a 
hot day, and record counts of Green 
Hairstreak and Large Skipper on the 
heath soon set the pulse racing. 

Stopping to check a tangle of bracken and bramble, I was amazed to see a 
juvenile Redstart in all its spotty glory. Where had it come from?  Was I 
justified in claiming this as a breeding species for the patch?  My thoughts 
went back to a day in April when I had momentarily heard something like 
Redstart song, but then heard nothing more and turned away thinking it 
couldn’t have been. I couldn’t believe I had overlooked a pair of breeding 
Redstarts. Had this juvenile just wandered from Wareham Forest, the New 
Forest, Devon or Wales? Incredibly, this sighting coincided with a sudden 
muffled roar which rose from all over Corfe Mullen and reached me half a 
mile away on the heath; England had scored their one goal of the 
afternoon. But there wasn’t another cheer at the time of the final whistle, so 
it was obvious which side had won. Walking back home through the 
housing, I passed the same people commiserating with each other in good-
humoured resignation. Maybe next time. 

The first Corfe Mullen Bioblitz, organised by Jane Adams, was on 28th 
August, and a great time was had by all. There was a good range of late-
summer migrants on the patch, including two Whinchats, three more 
Redstarts and a fall of about 12 Spotted Flycatchers, as well as Willow 
Warblers, Chiffchaffs and good numbers of  Swallows overhead. A few 
weeks later, the year’s one and only Grasshopper Warbler gave the patch 
a bit of credibility as a migrant site. 

Green Hairstreak © Nick Hull



October brought its flocks of  Goldcrests, and Redwings soon arrived in 
moderate numbers, but by early December the patch was shivering under 
a covering of snow. Memories of the Long-eared Owl roost on the golf 
course some years before prompted me to check the holly thickets 
carefully, but without success. The freezing weather sent the patch’s wader 
list soaring from zero to four, with Snipe and Woodcock on the ground and 
Curlew  and Lapwing overhead. For some the highlight might have been 
the group of up to 12 Mandarin, presumably displaced from nearby Merley 
Park, which regularly sheltered under the steep banks of the Rushcombe 
Brook. A small roost of Reed Buntings formed in the sallows in the bog.   

Spring 2011 got going in the first few  days of  March, with the resident 
woodland species in song and the first Common Lizards on the heath. 
These heralded a good year for reptiles, with five of the six British species 
recorded (only Sand Lizard was missing). A moment of  excitement came 
on 19th March, when a bizarre mechanical piping sound rang through the 
woods, repeated so regularly that at first I thought it was somebody 
operating some kind of  farm equipment on the field nearby, but in the end I 
tracked it down to a singing Bullfinch, probably of the northern race P. p. 
pyrrhula singing on migration. 

This spring also saw  the first of monthly evening visits which established 
Tawny Owl as a breeding species. 
These culminated in June, when 
Terry Elborn visited the site with me 
in his professional capacity. It was a 
great evening: Heath Spotted Orchid 
and Bog Asphodel were flowering in 
the bog, the Nightjar churred, and in 
the dusk we heard the wheezing 
sound of a juvenile Tawny Owl, 
which responded to imitations of 
hooting and flew  to a branch above 
our heads, where it sat staring down 
at us in wide-eyed astonishment. 

In high summer the bird interest drops off, and the insects and plants take 
over. The dragonfly population is low  as there is not much open water, but 
Golden-ringed Dragonfly is common, and several Hawkers appear in late 
summer. This year’s new  species was Hairy Dragonfly in May. Among the 
heathland butterflies, Large Skipper reached a maximum of 17 in July, and 
Small Copper and Grayling are fairly regular. The most satisfying discovery 
was a small colony of Purple Hairstreaks in one (literally one) of the oaks. 

Tawny Owl © NIck Hull



This year I also tried my hand at Orthoptera and was pleased to discover a 
new species for the site in the form of Roesel’s Bush Cricket. 

The breeding season in 2011 was somewhat down on the previous year. 
On the positive side, it was great to find some nesting holes being used by 
Great Spotted Woodpecker and Nuthatch, and the pair of Nightjars and the 
Dartford Warblers were still there on the heath. But Mistle Thrush, Linnet 
and Stonechat didn’t seem to breed at all, and even Song Thrush was less 
in evidence. Late summer migrants were again pleasing, with fair numbers 
of Whitethroat, Redstart and Wheatear, as well as Garden and 
Grasshopper Warblers making welcome appearances.

As I write this summary, just before Christmas 2011, the temperatures are 
mild, and this morning’s visit even gave a few  faint hints that spring is not 
so far away: some swarms of gnats and a drumming Great Spotted 
Woodpecker. Elsewhere in Dorset, people are seeing Hen Harriers, Short-
eared Owls and Great Grey Shrike in similar habitats, thoughts of  which 
will no doubt get me to the patch again tomorrow.     

If  you would like a copy of the wildlife reports for the past two years at this 
site, just send me an e-mail at thesmiths@southroad.plus.com. 

School Boy Bird Watchers - Treleven Heysom

Phil Read’s recollection of the Torrey Canyon oiling disaster in 1967 
brought back memories.  Many of the live Guillemot and Razorbill victims 
were rescued and brought to Stoborough.  Several hundred were 
cleaned and cared for there by Robert Smith in what had been old 
chicken farm buildings. The hope was to release them back into the wild.  
Robert was one of three school friends who caught and cleaned oiled 
birds over a period of several years. In those days they regularly came 
ashore, particularly in the winter.  

One morning, in recognition of  their work, Robert, Richard Verge and Ilay 
Cooper were hauled out to the front of morning assembly. They were 
presented with RSPCA medals by Chairman of the Governors, Sir 
Theodore Tasker! Following a distinguished career in the colonial service 
and retirement to Swanage Sir Tasker was influential in the establishment 
of the Durlston Country Park.    

About 1961, in the depths of winter there was a collision in Poole harbour 
between an ESSO tanker and a Russian ship, which released a lot of oil. 

mailto:thesmiths@southroad.plus.com
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Ilay had already caught a Purple Sandpiper and Black Necked Grebe to 
add to his usual auks when I joined him on another quest to find more 
victims. It was getting late as we made our way along the shore of 
Brands Bay. The tide was out. We 
noticed a big bird lying on the mud; 
well up from the water’s edge. We 
crept closer before launching out 
across the mud to head off its 
escape to the sea. It was a Great 
Northern Diver! Ilay managed to 
grab it and we floundered back to 
the dry shore and to our bikes 
hidden in the gorse. It was a bit 
tricky riding a bicycle and holding a 
struggling oiled Diver, but Ilay 
managed it back to Studland. By that 
time it was dark and worried that his mother might be getting concerned, 
we stopped at the telephone box “You hold it while I ring up”, he said. I 
wasn’t much good at holding birds but took it while he disappeared 
inside. I waited in the dark holding that wonderful creature from a far off 
land when suddenly it made its haunting cry. I expected the various 
lighted windows around to open, but they didn’t. Ilay emerged and to my 
relief took the Diver and we set off back to Swanage on our bicycles.

Ilay cleaned it and in due course, as a step in its recovery, took it to the 
sea. Cleaned-up oiled birds can take a long time to become waterproof 
again. Ilay had a stream at the end of  his garden which he dammed up to 
get his birds back into water again without the risk of escaping. In the 
case of  the Diver after repeated releases to the sea and recaptures in the 
sea, rather than the stream, it sadly died.

A year or two later I was at Dancing Ledge on a cold, calm, foggy, mid-
winter day. Suddenly there came that amazing call. Just discernible out in 
the fog were a pair of divers. Do they call much in winter?

By the time an oiled bird allows itself  to be caught it is already far gone. 
Robert found that having spotted an auk that had come ashore, rather 
than attempt to catch it, which probably meant the fittest escaping, he 
waited until dark. Then, armed with a powerful torch, he would creep up 
on the bird by dazzling it. The eyes of Razorbills and Guillemots reflect 
torchlight differently, Guillemots being much brighter. Does it suggest they 
are nocturnal feeders or deeper divers perhaps?  

Razorbill and Guillimot - Dancing Ledge © Nick Hull



Ilay did a paper round before school to earn money to buy fish for his 
birds. One day a mystery woman arrived at his door with a bag of  Sprats; 
she was Helen Brotherton.  

Highland Wildlife - Autumn 2011 - Tony Conway

I decided to join Heatherlea’s Top Twenty week in late October based at 
their hotel at Nethybridge.  The party was reasonably small, with two 
guides, our targets being the top ten birds and 10 mammals. The weather 
was kind to us with little rain.

The first day we searched local 
woods and found Crested Tit and 
nearby we saw  18 Whooper Swans 
with Greylags. Later near Dorback 
one of  our guides, Jonny, spotted 
Black Grouse on the ground and 
then Phyl found Red Grouse 
watching us! Three Golden Eagles 
were showing off and eventually put 
up several Black Grouse some of 
which flew  over our heads to have 
their pictures taken.

Monday saw  us off to the west coast to stay overnight at Strontian.  At 
our first stop at Loch Linnhe Liz saw  a large bird flying away from us 
imagine our delight when it turned out to be a White-tailed Eagle. This 
bird stirred the local ‘goldies’ into action who then patrolled the area.  A 
Little further down the loch a Great Northern Diver popped up and on 
climbing to the moor above a ring-tailed Hen Harrier crossed the road in 
front of us. The next day in Black Glen we saw  three more ‘goldies’, 
another White-tailed Eagle first at rest and then in flight and an 
‘unkindness’ of nine Raven.

Wednesday saw  the main party walking up the Cairngorms.  Phyl and I 
decided to go up by rail and from the top viewing platform we found 
Ptarmigan going into winter colour and Mountain hare likewise.  Broomhill 
Bridge later gave us the expected Dipper.  

Thursday was our Moray Coast day. The sea state and light was ideal for 
sea watching. Our first call was at Findhorn where we had excellent 
views of Long-tailed Duck, Velvet and Common Scoter, Black and Red-
throated Divers. Our next stop was Roseisle where persistence by Jonny 

Red Grouse - Scotland © Nick Hull



paid off  for amongst the two big flocks of  Eider was a first summer male 
King Eider, a ‘lifer’ for the whole group. The icing on the cake was a long 
flight view  of a Pomarine Skua chasing gulls and several Slavonian 
Grebes.  By now  we had ticked off  most of the top twenty but we were 
not finished yet. The last day we visited Grantown Woods looking for the 
elusive Cappercaillie. Local knowledge came to the fore and a female 
flew  up from the path and Dan managed to locate her in a not-too-distant 
tree, in good light for all to see. Here too were more Crested Tits and Red 
Squirrel.  

In the River Spey we watched Salmon jumping and at North Kessock 
Bottle-nosed Dolphins. At Redcastle for our lunch break we had food on 
the hoof and watched Greenshank, Godwits, a lone Purple Sandpiper 
and a substantial flock of Greylags with some Barnicle Geese. Nearby in 
the house garden next to the road was a surprise: four Tree Sparrows 
and Grey Partridge. On our way to Cromarty at Jemimaville we came 
across huge flocks of several hundred Scaup.

We didn’t quite get the top twenty (the noteable exceptions being Scottish 
Crossbill and Otter, but who could complain with over a hundred species 
of birds seen or heard.

A Tale of Pallid Swifts - Charles Richards

This is a little story concerning myself and Ken Parker, plus a supporting 
cast which includes three Pallid Swifts, two of which we didnʼt see, and 
one that we did.  

In the afternoon of 10th November 1984 I was at Ferrybridge and met 
Grahame Walbridge, who told me about Dorsetʼs first Pallid Swift, which 
heʼd recently  seen flying around at Portland Bill. I had my bike with me so 
I decided to ride up  to the Bill in search of this swift. When I got to Pound 
Piece I met Graham Armstrong, who was driving around in his car looking 
for the swift. He was on his way  to the Verne, so I locked up my bike and 
went along with him.

We had no luck at the Verne, so he took me back to my  bike and went on 
his way. I decided to go back to Ferrybridge and when I got there I met 
Ken Parker in his Reliant Robin. He told me heʼd just had a call about two 
Pallid Swifts at the Grove. So I locked up my  bike again and went with 
him. We raced flat out along the Beach Road and up over Portland, with 



the little three-wheeler shaking and 
rattling as it was pushed to the limit. 
When we got to Grove Corner we 
were told that the swifts had just 
flown off towards Grove Point, so 
we went there to look for them. We 
were too late, so we never did see 
those swifts.

Come forward 27 years to 12th 
November 2011 , and I was 
birdwatching at Verne Common 
when I had a call on my  mobile phone from Colin White, who told me that 
Martin Cade had a Pallid Swift in the hand at the Obs. Apparently  heʼd 
brought it back from Langton Herring, where it was found in a weakened 
state.

When I got to the Bill, Martin was showing the swift to a group of 
appreciative birders.  After the people had taken their photos the swift 
was taken out to the field opposite the Obs to be released. When Martin 
let it go the swift flew around for a short time, then seemed to get weaker 
and came down low near Lloydʼs Cottage, where a Sparrowhawk 
suddenly  appeared and grabbed it. It seemed a rather sad way  for this 
swift to meet its end, but it was evidently  fated to have a short but 
interesting life.  

Ken Parker was one of the birders who was present on this occasion and 
we both went up to Lloydʼs Cottage to look for the swiftʼs corpse. At the 
cottage we flushed the guilty  Sparrowhawk from beneath a speedboat, 
and as it flew away  it crashed twice into a fence before making off with 
the remains of the swift. All we could find were a few scattered feathers.

This story illustrates the fact that to see rare birds one has to be in the 
right place at the right time, even if for the birds themselves it usually 
means being in the wrong place at the right time!

Pallid Swift Portland Bird Observatory © Nick Hopper



Some Furtive Behaviour in the Reeds - Will Bown

With quite a bit of reminiscing going on 
in recent newsletters, I couldn’t help 
thinking about some of my own 
memories from days now long past.

I was once asked if  I could provide a 
series of photographs of Reed and 
Sedge Warblers for a forthcoming book. 
Having spent quite ridiculous amounts of 
time watching both, I rashly said I could, 
but didn’t realise that the set would also 
need to include close and intimate shots 
of  both species at their nests – 
something almost unheard of nowadays.

After locating suitable pairs and 
painstakingly erecting hides, (over quite 
deep water in the case of  the Reed 
Warblers) I eventually got my pictures, 
though I continued to visit the hides 
afterwards; at such close range it was too good an opportunity to miss. While 
watching the Reed Warblers one lovely warm evening, I became aware of 
another bird skulking about near the nest whenever the parents were away 
from it. It seemed to me to have a rather furtive look about it and I wondered 
what it was up to. It soon became clear. The bird started stealing material 
from the bottom of the nest and hurrying away with it through the dense 
reeds. Back it came again and again, and if all was quiet, off went another 
bunch of  material. I began to seriously worry about the stability of the nest, 
and expected the tiny young inside to begin disappearing through the bottom 
at any moment. 

Luckily a heavy rain shower brought the female back to brood the chicks for 
a while, and the theft stopped, at least for the time being. This was my final 
session in the hide, and before I left that night, I tied some thread around the 
base of  the nest to help protect it. A week or so later, and after a 
considerable storm had swept through the area, I returned to check on the 
fate of the chicks – it did seem as though things were against them, but to 
my delight, despite much higher water levels, there they were, glum-faced, 
but warm and snug, and visibly grown and feathered. They later left 
successfully. I wonder just how  common such robbery is among passerines 
of the same species.

Nesting Reed Warblers © Will Bown



Book Review - Nick Hull

Advanced Bird ID Handbook 
The Western Palearctic by Nils Van Duivendijk 
ISBN 978 1 78009 022 1

Back in 2010 Nils Van Duivendijk produced in 
English for the first time the ‘Advanced Bird ID 
Guide’ this was updated from the original Dutch 
version published in 2002.  It contained a huge 
amount of information and it was produced in a 
size that could easily be put in a pocket and 
taken out in the field as a reference, but it had 
one disadvantage the print size was a little small.

Just a year later The ‘Advanced Bird ID 
Handbook’ arrived. So why buy this book after 
purchasing the ID guide just a year ago? Firstly, 
it’s larger and that includes the print size, which 
is much more comfortable on the eye and it 
makes an ideal reference book for home.  

It starts off  inside the cover with a bird family index and bird structure 
topography page.  The inside contents follows the ID Guide with the species 
name followed by bullet points of the main criteria for its identification. It 
covers 1,350 species, 50 more than the previous guide and claims to have 
updated 570 other species accounts. It also now  includes 23 tables 
comparing key features of similar species, for example Manx and Yelkouan 
Shearwater, Wison’s and Common Snipe, and Marsh and Willow  Tit. It has a 
number of other species that haven’t yet been recorded in the Western 
Palearctic but are likely contenders, which has got to be a plus.

Though, as in all books, if  you look hard enough somewhere there is always 
an error and one that I have found is in the ‘Overall Shape’ section of  table 1, 
for Tundra and Taiga Bean Goose, the text seems to have been transposed 
under the wrong species, something I would have thought would have been 
picked up at the proofreading stage.  Hopefully there aren’t many more 
errors like this throughout the book’s pages.  The book finishes with a 
checklist of category A & B species of  the Western Palearctic, and on the 
inside of the back cover after the book’s index, a map of the Western 
Palearctic and the completion of the family index.
Overall this book compliments the previous ‘Advanced ID Guide’ which is 



great to take in the field along with your Collins guide. Having the Advanced 
Bird ID Handbook as your home reference is a great ‘aid memoir’, which 
enables you to get straight to the features that concern you on the 
identification of a species, without having to trawl your way through pages of 
text to find the criteria that distinguishes it from a close relative. I’ve even 
tried it out, comparing features with photographs published on the internet 
and in magazines and those mystery bird competitions have just got easier. 
Once you’ve bought it, you are quickly going to find this book indispensable, 
I highly recommend it.

Dorset Birds Sightings

November – A Hume’s Leaf  Warbler was at Ferrybridge Weymouth. 
Pallas’s and Yellow  Browed Warblers were at Portland, Hengistbury and 
Durlston. At least 2 Glossy Ibis remained at Stanpit along with a single 
Cattle Egret. Pallid Swifts were seen at Durlston and Weymouth. A Black 
Guillemot was off  Portland Bill with a Black Kite over and a Dusky 
Warbler on the land there too. Common Cranes were at Langton Herring/
Rodden Hive and Arne. A Rosy (Rose-coloured) Starling was at Lodmoor. 
A Great Grey Shrikes were at Arne and Wyke Down, Sixpenny Handley. 
A Spotted Sandpiper was found in Lyme Regis. A radio tagged Great 
Bustard was in Langton Matravers. Shore Lark at Stanpit.  A Ring-billed 
Gull at Radipole and 2 Black Brants on the Fleet. 

December - The Hume’s Leaf Warbler and Richards Pipit remained at 
Wyke. The Rosy Starling sighting continued at Lodmoor, and the Glossy 
Ibis was last seen at Stanpit. 2 Black Brants were at Rodden Hive. A Blue 
Winged Teal appeared at Longham Lakes. The Black Guillemot was still 
being seen on and off at Portland Bill along with a Snow  Bunting on the 
Bill. The same or another radio tagged Great Bustard was at Ringsted 
Bay. At least two, possibly four, Ring-billed Gull’s continued to be seen at 
Lodmoor and Radipole. The Spotted Sandpiper was re-found in Lyme 
Regis and a Cattle Egret was found in East Holme.  Two drake Ring-
necked Ducks found on Chard Junction Gravel pits moved on to the 
Great Pond at Forde Abbey on Boxing Day, and a Great Grey Shrike was 
at Sixpenny Handley. 

January – The Hume’s Warbler and Richards Pipit remained at Wyke 
Regis. Blue-winged Teal and Drake Smew  were good finds at Longham. 
Two Long-billed Dowitchers at Lodmoor. The 2 drake Ring-necked Ducks 
remained at Forde Abbey until the 8th when they returned to Chard 
Junction gravel pits. Sightings of  a single adult Crane were received from 



Corfe Mullen, Wareham, East Stoke, Bovington was last seen at 
Tincleton on 25th. The Black Guillemot was seen on and off  at the Bill. 
Two Bewicks Swans were at Tincelton. The Spotted Sandpiper remained 
on the Cobb at Lyme Regis. A Glossy Ibis was at Priory Marsh briefly. 
Ring-billed Gulls and Iceland Gulls commuted between Radipole and 
Lodmoor also an immature Iceland Gull was seen leaving Christchurch 
Harbour on 13th.

February
The 1st started well with Spotted Sandpiper along the Fisherman’s Bank 
at Christchurch, next day two Great Egrets appeared at Radipole Lake 
and a Long-billed Dowitcher was accompanying Lapwing on Lodmoor. 
On the 3rd two Glossy Ibis had a brief stop on Lodmoor the Long-billed 
Dowitcher moved to Rodden Hive.  The wintering Richard’s Pipit and 
Hume’s Leaf  warbler both put in an appearance again on the 4th and 5th. 
Black Brant was sighted at Chickerell Hive 5th and thirteen Spoonbill 
were recorded in Holes Bay with two on Brownsea Lagoon. The two 
Great White Egrets reappeared at Sutton Bingham on the 6th a Jack 
Snipe seen at Abbotsbury and Iceland Gull visited Radipole and Lodmoor 
and a Mealy Redpoll visited feeders at Holton Heath.

Spotted Sandpiper - Fishermanʼs Bank, Christchurch Harbour © Nick Hull



Advise to Contributors
Next Newsletter Deadline is 1st June 2012
Sending Articles

By e-mail to the Editor - editor@dorsetbirds.org.uk

Microsoft Word PC or Mac Format.

Text Arial 12

Digital photographs should be a minimum of 300dpi/ppi if possible with a 
width of 500 pixels, but if you cannot do this I can size to suit.

All photographs will be produced in black and white except for those on 
the cover and in the electronic version which will be all colour.

Sending Handwritten Articles

Please write clearly, if you wish to send a copy of a photograph or an 
illustration to accompany your article please do, as I can scan these for 
printing.

Advertising
All adverts will be in black and white

If you wish to advertise your business we charge £20 for a page and £10 
half page and £5 quarter page.

For personal adverts, we charge £2 for a twenty word advert.

Send to Nick Hull via e-mail to
editor@dorsetbirds.org.uk
or by post to 11, Pealsham Gardens, Fordingbridge, Hampshire. SP6 
1RD. Telephone enquiries on 01425 656841
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Specialists in out-of-print

NATURAL HISTORY BOOKS
Books bought & sold

Log on to our website for a full 
stock list or contact us for a copy 

of our latest catalogue
www.callunabooks.co.uk

enquiries@callunabooks.co.uk

We offer

Tailor-made birding & wildlife tours

Themed birding and wildlife walks

Local guides for groups

Illustrated wildlife talks

UK & overseas wildlife tours and guides
Check out our website or contact us 

for further details
www.dorsetbirdingandwildlife.co.uk

enquiries@dorsetbirdingandwildlife.co.uk

Neil Gartshore, Moor Edge, 2 Bere Road, Wareham, Dorset, BH20 4DD
01929 552560

Neil Gartshore, Moor Edge, 2 Bere Road, Wareham, Dorset, BH20 4DD
01929 552560

Intrasights
Established 1993

Binoculars, spotting scopes and small telescopes
Repaired & Serviced 

We also repair a variety of other optical instruments
---------------------------------------------------------

There is a two week turn around on most jobs and every repair 
carries a three month warranty 

----------------------------------------------------------
Contact Details

Proprietor: Harry Truman
Address: Intrasights, 5 Westover View, Crewkerne, Somerset, TA18 

7BA 
Website: www.intrasights.co.uk   

Telephone: (01460) 72723
email:  intrasights@tiscali.co.uk
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Black Redstart © Roger Boswell, Avocet © Tim Balmer, Blue-winged Teal © Vaughn 
Ashby, Purple Sandpiper © Will Bown, Richardʼs Pipit © Jeff Hazell, Short-eared Owl © 
Mike Colemen, Goldcrest © Lorne Bissel, Dipper © Roger Boswell


