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TwO Owls Birding
2012-2013

We offer a range of birdwatching experiences with small
friendly groups and expert local guides. Covering
Dorset, New Forest and the Hampshire Coast and short
breaks at birding hot spots in Britain and further afield.
Please visit our website at www.twoowlsbirding.co.uk
or contact Jackie Tel: 01202 620049
Email:twoowls.birding@btinternet.com
Bournemouth
Natural
Science Society
39 Christchurch
Road,
Bournemouth,
Dorset, BH1 3NS.
Tel: 01202 553525
Charity no: 219585
BNSS Welcomes all to lectures,
donations in lieu of admission
charge.

Of special interest to Dorset Bird
Club members
Brian Pettit on Tuesday evening 23rd
Oct. 'Water based Birds of the World'
Graham Giddens on Saturday
afternoon 24th Nov. ' Misbehaving in
the Dark' - bird behaviour at night Dr George Green on Tuesday
evening Jan. 15th 2013
We have a wide programme of
lectures/field trips please see our
website for full details.
http://www.bnss.org.uk
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Outdoor Field Visits

- Trevor Thorpe & Andy Humber

18th

Sunday
November, 2012
Wareham Water Meadows (SY 928874) Category A 09.30 – morning only.
Meet in Bestwall Road.
For wintering Duck and possibly Harriers. Leader
Andy Humber
Saturday 15th December, 2012
Shell Bay (SZ 035863) Category A 09.30 – morning only. Meet in the Car
Park on the Shell Bay side of the Sandbanks Chain Ferry. For waders,
wildfowl, Grebes and divers. Leader Trevor Thorpe
Sunday 6th January, 2013
Normandy Marsh, Lymington (SZ 333950) Category B 09.30 – 12.30 approx.
Please meet in the large Car Park near Lymington Sailing Club (parking fee
applies). For winter wetland birds.
Follow on meeting at Blackwater Arboretum (SU 268048)
Category A
commences at 14.00. Meet in the Car Park at Rhinefield Ornamental Drive.
For possible Hawfinch. Leaders Trevor Thorpe and Andy Humber
Saturday 16th February, 2013
Blashford Lakes (SU 151082) Category A 09.30 – morning only. Please meet
in the Car Park adjacent to the Tern Hide off Ellingham Drove, 2 miles north of
Ringwood. For winter wild fowl and possibly Bitterne. Leader Trevor Thorpe
Sunday 17th March 2013
Wyke Down (ST 999148) Category A 09.30 hrs – morning only. Meet in Down
Farm Farmyard. For possible Hen Harrier and Short Eared Owl. This meeting
includes a visit to a private archaeology Museum. Leader Martin Green
Saturday 20th April 2013
Corfe Castle (SY 959824) Category B 09.30 hrs – morning only. From A351
take the turning for Church Knowle. The Car Park is immediately on the right
hand side. Spring migrants should be around. Leaders Andy Humber and
Trevor Thorpe
Sunday 12th May 2013
Acres Down, New Forest (SU 268098) Category B 09.30 hrs – all day. Meet
in the car park on the B Road between Emery Down and A31. For possible
Wood Warbler, Redstart and Goshawk. Leader Andy Humber
Friday 7th June, 2013
White Sheet Plantation, near Wimborne (SU 048036) Category A 19.30 hrs –
Dusk. Meet in the car park on the bend in the road. For Woodcock and
Nightjar.
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From the Editor - Nick Hull
First I must apologies to Mike Morse for wrongly labelling his photograph of Bartailed Godwits on the back cover of the last newsletter as Black-tailed Godwits.
Sorry Mike.
After a very controversial month with a rare warbler and a Desert Wheatear unable
to be twitched by those who’d like to have seen them, it got me thinking.
Where should the line be drawn to judge whether the news is kept to a minimum,
suppressed completely, or released, regardless to those who it might affect. Thirty
years ago the problem wasn’t so bad as it is now, due to better modes of transport
and the increase in people interested in birding and ‘twitching’. The numbers of
birders that can turn up to a first for the Western Palearctic and the British Isles
would run into thousands and could potentially be worth a hundred to a hundred and
fifty thousand pounds to the local economy.
I’m glad I didn’t have to make the decision, but it seems to me that we as birders /
twitchers forget sometimes the disruption that a large twitch can cause to those that
haven’t our interest. The vast majority of us are considerate to the locals and often
allow, even encourage them to have a look through our scopes so that they can see
what all the fuss is about and for a few days that’s great. We must remember that
we only visit on one or two particular days whilst the bird is present, but the
residents have to live with their neighbours three hundred and sixty five days a year
and we don’t. When it‘s a long staying individual the invasion can continue for a
number of weeks and can at times have an adverse effect on the local community
as the novelty wears off. This happens particularly if the bird is in a private garden
and the loss of the neighbours privacy can become, at least to some, intolerable.
I don’t think there is an easy answer to this but I do believe that consideration has to
be given to the location and whether the area can cope with a mass twitch. If it can’t
then the ideal answer, is to reduce the impact on the local community, by limiting
access to the local birders only. Though it’s always hard to contact everyone,
someone inevitably gets missed out. Though I think the news should be released
as soon as possible, with the caveat that access is being negotiated with residents
but it isn’t hopeful that it will be granted and the exact location is withheld, thus
preventing people turning up regardless in the hope they will get a view.
The only other option is to suppress totally and enjoy the bird yourself and say
nothing to anyone and forget the kudos that you would get as the finder if you
released the news. Which means we are none the wiser and no incrimination results
After all, surely it’s about the birds and perhaps we shouldn’t get so worked up when
people make a decision we do not agree with and just get out there and find your
own rarity on your very own patch.
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I realise this is a controversial subject and these are personal views but how about
you adding your views for the next newsletter..

Chairman’s Chat - Neil Gartshore
Refreshed from the Club’s first overseas birding trip, I have been turning my
thoughts to my future as the Club’s Chairman as my term of office comes to an end
at the next AGM. Before looking forward it is worth reflecting on the past three years
or so. When I took on the role it was on the understanding, to myself at least, that I
made a positive contribution to the Club.
One of my immediate concerns was the organisation and finances of the Club. A
quick revamp of the membership list tidied up our database to enable more efficient
tracking of membership comings and goings. From a financial point of view Club
funds were healthy enough but costs were beginning to outstrip income. An
inevitable rise in subscriptions followed (the first in six years) but it now means we
are able to run at a small surplus. Setting up our Gift Aid scheme has also benefitted
us financially. With over 150 members signed up, the first two years brought in
£2500 and the on-going income will be around £450pa.
Although discussed from time to time over the years the Committee never took
steps to apply for charity status for the Club. This was something that we revisited
again and took the decision to apply. Although being a charity means there is a little
more paperwork to complete each year (via our accounts) there are many benefits
such as being able to attend events and have access to advertising possibilities at
much reduced rates. Our charity status was granted in July and we are now
‘Registered Charity Number’ 1148111.
Communication is important in keeping the Club in a healthy shape. Inevitably some
members leave each year and need to be replaced: ultimately no members = no
Club! Our website and sightings page offer up to date information and have been
revamped over the past couple of years. The newsletter and bird report have
improved in recent times (but could still offer more if we had more contributions from
individuals and organisations - surely there are people out there who can let us
know what is going on in the Dorset birding world!)
Meeting people face to face always produces a more positive experience. In the last
three years we have held two conferences with our colleagues from the BTO - in
2010 at Bournemouth University and recently at Kingston Maurward. In both cases
over 100 people attended and they were as much a social gathering as an event to
hear about initiatives and goings-on both locally and further afield.
I still think that one of our most successful activities is our outdoor meetings
programme. As mentioned in the last newsletter Trevor and Andy will be standing
down at the AGM and we need someone else to come forward to help organise the
walks. Our future options are on the Committee’s next agenda but if no-one comes
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forward the June 2013 walk may be our last! Taking the outdoor meetings a little
further, the Club organised its first overseas trip this year - to the Tarifa area, in
southern Spain (see the separate article). This was a great success and enjoyed by
all ……could it be something to do again?
Reflecting on the past three years it has also been easy to look back at things that
haven’t been done, but I shouldn’t dwell on these too much as I think that I have
achieved my initial aim ‘of making a difference’. However, for the future, there is still
plenty more we could, or indeed should, be doing. Some are small jobs, others are
larger roles - but none will happen unless we get help. As I am sure that I have said
before it is YOUR Club and without your help and support the gap between the
Club’s future success and failure could be very small.
As I said at the start, my three year tenure of the Chairman’s post is coming to an
end. Now is the time for others to come forward – if anyone would like to have a
chat about the Chairman’s post or about other ways to help run the Club please get
in touch with me by email chairman@dorsetbirds.org.uk or call 01929 552560.

Tarifa: in Andalusia with the Dorset Bird Club - Nick Hull

A group of 13 Club members spent six days in Spain from the 16th to 21st
September birding the area around Tarifa, overlooking the Strait of Gibraltar.
Driving from Malaga airport on the 16th we stopped briefly at a couple of birding
spots on our way to the hotel in Vejer de la Frontera. The first was Cazella raptor
view point and then La Janda, a wetland habitat with rice and cotton fields.- Due to
the drought that has affected this area of Spain it was very dry though the irrigation
channels still held water. The stops gave us a taste of things to come.
h

On the 17th, our first full days birding, we returned to La Janda, then moved on to
the Bolonia area, another good site for picking up raptors, before returning to La
Janda at the end of the day. Highlights today included Black-shouldered Kite,
Montagu's Harrier, Purple Heron, Squacco Heron, Night Heron, Hoopoe, good
numbers of Lesser Kestrel and Crested, Thekla, and Calandra Larks.
Next day (18th ) we travelled to the East Bank of the Lower Guadalquivir (river) on
h

Straites of Gibraltar © Nick Hull
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the edge of the Coto Donana. We stopped on the way at the Laguna de Medina (a
large freshwater lake) before reaching the East Bank where, before following the
river, we spent time at the Salina's de Bonanza (saltpans), and at the Pinar de la
Algaida (pinewoods) and Laguna de Taledo (a small freshwater lake). Various
wildfowl winter on the lakes, and the working salt pans were great for waders.
Highlights were White-headed Duck, Penduline Tit, Night Heron, Osprey, Audouin's
and Slender-billed Gulls, Kentish Plover, Black-winged Stilt, Honey Buzzard and
Red Kite.
On the 19th we visited Barbate, then
stopped briefly at the Mirador del la
Estricho before having lunch at Punta
Carnuro and then back to Cazalla raptor
view point. Barbate produced Stone
Curlew and Kentish Plover amongst the
other commoner waders and Osprey. A
seawatch found a few Cory's Shearwater
and Gannet, one or two Mediterranean
Gull and plenty of the common species of
gull in the area, Yellow-legged Gull.
Punta Carnuro was a little disappointing,
with few raptors passing by, but Cazalla
more than made up for it: Griffon and
Egyptian Vultures, Black and White Storks, Booted and Short-toed Eagles, Honey
Buzzard, Black Kite, Sparrowhawk and Kestrel were all moving through towards the
Moroccan coast.
h

The 20th saw us visit Los Alcornocales, Cazalla view point before ending the day at
La Janda. We traveled up to the Cork Oaks of the Alcornocales area but the wind
was very strong and we recorded very few woodland species. The undoubted
highlights here were a single Bonelli's Eagle and many Griffon Vultures. Cazalla
once again produced good numbers of migrating Black Stork, Black Kite and Booted
and Short-toed Eagles plus smaller numbers of Kestrel, Sparrowhawk, Egyptian
Vulture and White Stork. Our visit to La Janda gave us good views of two Blackshouldered Kites, perched side by side in a hedge.
h

On our last day (21st) we revisited Barbate where we had a superb Caspian Tern
along with Audouin's and Slender-billed Gulls and better views of the Stone Curlew.
A brief seawatch added Balearic Shearwater to our list. Then it was on to Cazalla
for another final dose of raptor watching before heading to our last birding site at
Huerta Grande where we added Short-toed Treecreeper, Firecrest and Serin. After
this stop it was back to the airport at Malaga.
Birds aside, we saw some other excellent wildlife including Odonata - Lesser
Emperor Dragonfly, Red-veined Darter, Scarlet Darter, Violet Dropwing and Banded
Groundling and lepidoptera - Swallowtail, Geranium Bronze, Small Copper, Dusky
Meadow Brown and Crimson Speckled Moth.
Griffon Vulture - Tarifa © Nick Hull
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Jackie and I saw all three species we had on our wish list - the Bonelli's Eagle and
Black-shouldered Kite were European ticks, the White-headed Duck was our only
avian lifer. We ended with a grand total of 140 species of birds.
Personal highlights for us were the ‘melanistic’ male Montagu's Harrier seen on our
first afternoon at La Janda and the Violet Dropwing at Laguna de Medina. The
spectacle of large numbers of Black Stork moving down the valley, viewed from our
hotel window, one evening made an excellent memory of a superb birding break in
the Tarifa area of Andalusia.

Book Review - Brian Thorne
Catching the Bug
Mark Constantine, Nick Hopper & The Sound Approach.
A Sound Approach guide to the birds of Poole Harbour
ISBN: 978-90-810933-0-9
The fourth Sound Approach title has just
been published "Catching the Bug." Written
by Mark Constantine and Nick Hopper, it is
concerned mainly with the birds of Poole
Harbour, and features sound recordings of
over 100 species spread over 2 audio
CDs as well as numerous annotated
sonograms, photographs and
illustrations throughout its 288 pages.
As with the previous three books
produced by the Sound Approach team, this
book is in the same landscape format that certainly makes it
standout on the bookshelf. The front cover is superbly illustrated with a
Hobby about to catch a dragonfly, and with a male European Nightjar in flight on the
back. These and many of the other illustrations are by Killian Mullarney to his usual
exacting high standards.
Once you start to read through the book and listen to the recordings you suddenly
realise that this is a book that's more than an account of a few birders meeting in the
local pub and discussing birds, it shows this group of amateur ornithologist have a
passion for their local patch. Instead of following the usual checklist of birds as in the
many annual county reports, it loosely follows various conversations and tales that
have arisen from conversation of the group at the local pub in Poole.
As you progress through this book you find a potted history of Poole Harbour and
the characters that make up the ‘Poole Pub Birders’ to covering the taxonomy of the
Dartford Warbler, identifications of Chiffchaff and Great Cormorant. There is a
chapter that discusses how the group found a visual migration hot spot where in the
right weather condition many thousands of birds have been recorded passing over
the harbour. One chapter describes the year listing exploits around the harbour,
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another about bird invasions, the colour of Cuckoo eggs and their conservation,
climate change and much, much more. I particularly liked Chapter 23 where you can
take a challenge and see if you can identify calls of Hobby from ten recordings of
other species, it’s harder than you think. I have only scratched the surface here with
outlining the contents of this superb book.
I think this book will appeal to the serious birder as a light read but with plenty of
content that will interest them. It will also appeal to those who aren’t so serious but
would like to learn more and delve into what can be seen in and around Poole
Harbour. For others living further afield it might encourage them to get a local patch,
but also travel to Poole Harbour and explore it’s birdlife for themselves. I don’t think
you will be disappointed in buying this book or indeed in Poole Harbour’s birdlife. It
will make an excellent Christmas present for anyone interested in birds.
Where to buy Catching the Bug direct from the Sound Approach by following this
link.
http://soundapproach.co.uk/books/catching-the-bug
Or by telephone 01202 641004 :- 12 Market Street, Poole, Dorset, BH15 1NF.

Book Review - Joe Baldwin
A Patch made in Heaven
Dominic Couzen
ISBN-13: 9780709091127
I was drawn to this book as it was by a local author
and about a site fairly local to me. As you are
possibly aware it is a about a year’s nature watching
(primarily, but not exclusively birds) on a patch local to
Dominic known as “The Patch” aka Longham Lakes
I particularly liked the cover design with the Gadwall in
flight across the lake. As soon as you open the action
commences on the 1st January 2009 and it covers a
calendar year mainly on events that took place during
2009. There are, however, the odd excursion into
2002, 2004, 2006, 2007, and 2010 when other
significant sightings and events occurred.
Besides the Introduction, Dominic provides a
description of “The Patch” in stages as he discovered
it and also how it has evolved from March 2002 to the
present. In the book, Dominic helpfully provides a map of “The Patch” as it was
in 2009 (which is largely as it is at present).
Dominic’s eye for detail comes across throughout as does his sense of humour.
Besides birds the book provides detail of sightings on a number of diverse
species such as the common eel, fox, weasel, and noctule and pipistrelle bat. It
even provides (with a touch of the Dominic humour) one of the methods by

10

which common and soprano pipistrelles can be differentiated. Insects don’t
escape a mention either, with various moths, butterflies and dragonflies being
described. The book contains all sorts of facts relating to the birds that Dominic
has observed on The Patch including their migration, so in a sense the
boundaries extend well beyond Longham.
I thoroughly recommend this book to any patch watcher or to just about anyone
who is interested in nature watching. It will make an excellent Christmas
present.
To purchase this book contact Dominic at dominic.couzens@btinternet.com or
via his website - http://www.birdwords.co.uk/

Local Bird Census - One man’s method - Steve Smith
I certainly agree with your point in the July Newsletter that we cannot take our
common species for granted. In response, I am sending you the system that I use
for assessing the breeding success of common species on my local patch at
Rushcombe Bottom Local Nature Reserve near Corfe Mullen. Before I dreamed up
this idea, I had assumed that there was some ‘official’ system used nationally, but
an enquiry to the BTO proved inconclusive, so I just pressed ahead with a method
of my own. The system below can only be used on small sites; my definition of a
‘small’ site is a site where you can count all the singing Robins in a two-hour visit.
Score
a Adult present in poten.al territory during breeding season; present long
enough to suggest breeding.
b Male and female adults present on territory. If sexes cannot be
dis.nguished, two adults close together in breeding season is enough to
cons.tute a pair.
c Adult singing or otherwise displaying (e.g. drumming woodpecker) on
territory.
d Copula.on seen or inferred (e.g. copula.on call of Woodpigeon). This
supersedes ‘b’.
e Adult carrying nes.ng material, .t or woodpecker entering poten.al nest
hole.
f Adult carrying food.

1

g Young seen or heard in nest.

7

h Juvenile seen in territory, early enough to have been bred there. Score 8
for each juvenile recorded.

8

11

2

2
3
6
7

These scores are given only if there is a reasonable likelihood that the species bred
on the site at all. In spring 2011, Tree Pipit and Nightingale were heard singing on
one day only; they were taken to be migrants and both species therefore scored
zero. Moreover, a juvenile Redstart seen on 29th June 2010 was believed to have
been bred off the site because no adults had been seen that year, and no song had
been heard. The question of whether they should have had scores is debatable,
and it leads to the question of whether the system is a measure of breeding
success on the site, or a more general measure of the site’s importance to the
conservation of breeding species from a national perspective.
•

As the third column of the table shows, scores of 4 and 5 are missing. This
is because b and c may be added together to give 4, and c + d gives a
score of 5. Apart from that, a
lower score is superseded by a
higher score: if you see adults
carrying food, the score for that
pair is 7; the fact that the male
had been singing earlier in the
year isn’t counted.

•

One aspect of the system which
is always a bit of a nuisance is
that in spring you go round
counting the number if singing
birds, giving each one a score of
2. But later on, when you begin
to see adults carrying food (score
7 per pair), or juvenile birds (score 8 per juvenile), you then have to deduct
these more successful pairs from the number of pairs which had previously
scored 2 for just singing.

•

The score of 8 only applies to fledged young, so a brood of downy Mallard
ducklings being led across country by their mother would still only score a
total of 7. This seems reasonable as most of them will not survive.

•

A score of 8 is only given to a juvenile believed to have been bred on the
site, and this leads to the question of whether a particular juvenile bird seen
in late summer has moved in from somewhere else (see Redstart above).
This can only be resolved by having a cut-off date for each species, after
which any juveniles are assumed to be migrants or on post-breeding
dispersal. This seems to apply particularly to Goldfinch, as large numbers of
juveniles move on to the site in early September.

•

Another problem is that the fledged juveniles of a few species (eg Chiffchaff)
cannot be distinguished from adults in the field unless they are seen being
fed by an adult. The same problem concerns Nightjar, a species of vital
importance to the conservation of the site: again I cannot distinguish
Male Nightjar © Nick Hull

12

juvenile Nightjar from an adult female in the field, but as there is only one
pair present on the site, any count of two or more birds without white spots
should give a fair indication of the numbers of juveniles, provided the date is
reasonable.
As examples, here are the figures for Robin and Song Thrush over the three years
that I have watched the site.
ROBIN

2010

Max singing date

nc

Max singing
birds
Juveniles (x 8)

nc

14

17

6

1

4

Site score

54

34

58

SONG THRUSH 2010

2011

2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019

Feb 20 Feb 19

2011

2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019

Max singing
.me
Max singing
birds
No of pairs

nc

Feb

Mar

3

3

4

6

4

4

Juveniles (x 8)

2

1

0

Site score

38

21

12

The site scores for Song Thrush show a steep decline over three years, and it is
hoped that this period is too short to be of long-term significance.
Finally, all the scores for each species can be added together to give a total site
score for each year. This is the ‘league table’, arranged on the basis of the scores in
2012:
2010
2011
2012
Blackbird

16

30

128

Wren

16

18

74

Robin

54

34

58

Starling

16

24

48

Great SpoZed Woodpecker

16

24

31

13

Blue Tit

23

14

24

Linnet

16

12

24

Chiﬀchaﬀ

18

20

20

Dar^ord Warbler

‐

22

16

Great Tit

42

14

16

Nuthatch

20

40

14

Green Woodpecker

16

16

12

Song Thrush

39

21

12

Blackcap

30

16

11

Dunnock

20

15

10

Nightjar

4

8

8

Stonechat

24

4

8

Greenﬁnch

24

10

8

Chaﬃnch

11

6

6

Bullﬁnch

2

24

6

Stock Dove

8

4

4

Barn Swallow

8

30

4

Long‐tailed Tit

40

14

4

Jay

16

‐

4

Mallard

‐

7

2

Pied Wagtail

‐

8

2

Goldcrest

14

8

2

Coal Tit

16

6

2

Treecreeper

7

4

2

Tawny Owl

2

8

‐

Goldﬁnch

‐

8

‐

Mistle Thrush

32

4

‐

TOTAL

552

471

560

The total score at the bottom shows that despite the poor weather in spring and early
summer, many of the common species had a successful year. Blackbird did
particularly well, with large numbers of juveniles boosting the year’s score. It was
noticed that the highest numbers of singing Blackbirds were heard before dawn
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during drizzle, so perhaps they do well in wet weather, especially as the rain brings
earthworms to the surface and slugs and snails out of cover. However, this contrasts
with the noticeable decline in both Song and Mistle Thrush. The table also suggests
that Blue Tit and Great Tit must be under-counted, but it’s hard work craning up into
the oak trees against a sunny sky!

A Minor Observation on House Martins - Will Bown
Some years ago I happened across a pair of House Martins that had not troubled
themselves with the bother of building a traditional mud cup. Instead they were
simply occupying a hole in the wall of a town house. The entrance measured about
an inch by 3 inches, and was just gap at a point where the wall met the eaves. The
noise of well-grown young inside was clear enough and the returning adults always
disappeared completely inside to feed them. It was a late nest and the young did not
fledge until October. Was it a hasty attempt late in the season? I wondered what
might happen the following year. In fact the hole was occupied again, and this time I
was able to see the birds in spring carrying fine lining material into the hole. This
attempt was also successful, and I
wondered whether such non-conformist
nesting had been recorded elsewhere
with this species. I had to admire their
enterprise.
Soon afterwards the hole was filled, and
sadly other more conventional House
Martin nests nearby went too. I heard
that a new owner had been knocking the
mud cups off the wall with a brush during
the autumn to discourage the birds from
returning there. The house subsequently
changed hands again, but to my
knowledge the House Martins did not return.

A Fourteen Hour Seawatch - Charles Richards
You have to be really dedicated (or slightly mad) to spend fourteen hours staring at
the sea non-stop, but if you’re a keen seawatcher and the birds keep on coming, it
can be very difficult to leave. Anyway, that’s how it was for me in Chesil Cove on 26
April 2012. On that day I set the following personal records- The longest continuous
seawatch, I’ve ever done; The first time I’ve seen over 100 Skuas in a day off
Chesil; The highest number of Great and Arctic Skuas I’ve seen in a day off Chesil;
The highest numbers of skuas I’ve seen in a day this century; The largest flock of
Pale-bellied Brents I’ve ever seen.
I arrived in the cove at 06.15 a.m. on 26th April to find Fred, a birder I know, already
th

h

Migrating House Martin © Nick Hull
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in position by the hut I usually watch from. I’ve come to realise that two competent
birders make the ideal team for seawatching, so they can scan a wider area and
often pick up more birds than a single observer, especially when lots of birds are on
the move. That’s how it worked for me and Fred on 26th April when he picked out
certain birds while I was looking elsewhere. A group of three Pomarine Skuas is an
example. Fred picked up the first one sitting on the sea at quite close range. When
I saw it, I could see that it was a very distinctive bird, with nice long ‘spoons’. Fred
then picked two other skuas sitting nearby on the sea, which he thought were Arctic
Skuas. Because one was dark and the other was pale, a pairing one often sees
with Arctic Skuas, I assumed he was correct, and quickly went back to scanning
around. Fred then said that he thought the dark bird was a Pom, as it had a long
‘lumpy’ tail. When I looked again, I could see that this skua was indeed a Pom, as
was the third one, which was slightly smaller and had only slightly elongated central
tail feathers. Then all three got up and began flying around, giving superb views.
The dark phase Pom was a cracking bird, sleek and glossy blackish with strikingly
long ‘spoons’. The more I see of Poms, the more I believe that size alone can be
likely cause of confusion with Arctic Skuas. Both species vary in size as well as
plumage, and if the tail can’t be seen well, distant Poms and Arctics especially when
flying together can be a real pitfall for the unwary seawatcher. It was Fred who also
picked out the flock of Pale-bellied Brents, flying west over the Chesil Beach. They
were very distant when I got onto them, heading towards Bridport. I estimated the
flock at over one hundred and fifty birds, later I saw a message on my pager of one
hundred and sixty seven Pale bellied Brents just down the coast at Beer, and this
record was marred by the birds being so far away.
Although the Skuas were the stars of the show on the 26th April, the 25th April was
actually a better day for numbers and variety of birds seen. However the 25th was a
horrible day for weather, cold and wet a lot of the time, whereas the 26th was mostly
dry and sunny and much more pleasant for sitting around. The Bonxies were
definitely the highlight of 26th April; in fact they were one of the few highlights of April
as a whole.
h

I saw a total of 141 Bonxies off Chesil throughout April, by far the highest number
I’ve seen in a month. I also saw 44 Arctic Skuas off Chesil on 26th April, slightly
higher than my previous best day total. As usual most of there were seen in ones
and twos, with six being the largest group. An unexpected bonus on the 26th April
was a nice summer plumaged Red-necked Grebe, which flew in and landed quite
close. As I watched it through my scope a Bonxie flew low over it, the first time I’ve
had these two species in view at once! I also saw over one hundred Sandwich Tern
off Chesil on 26th April, my only three figure count in April, when terns in general
only arrived in any numbers towards the end of the month.
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When I left Chesil Cove at 08.15 p.m on
26th April, I was feeling stiff from sitting in
one place for so long, but well satisfied
with my total of 63 Great, 44 Arctic and
Pomarine Skuas, plus plenty of other
birds. Some cynics might suggest that
these numbers aren’t very impressive for
a day spent in the field, but this is Dorset,
which isn’t one of the best counties for
outstanding seawatching.
Although a
high count of skuas off Portland may be
only a few dozen, one has to make the
most of it, even if it means sitting around
for fourteen hours and getting a sore backside!
h

From the County Recorder - Kevin Lane
Latest Accepted Records
The following Dorset records have been accepted by BBRC and
were published in the October edition of British Birds.
2011
Red-breasted Goose – Stanpit 18th to 28th Oct; same Ferrybridge/Abbotsbury
30th–31st Oct
Blue-winged Teal – Longham Lakes 3rd Dec into 2012
Squacco Heron – Little Sea, Studland 21st Sep
Black Stork – Morden Bog 29th Apr, presumed same Lytchett Bay 1st May
Glossy Ibis – (3 birds) Stanpit Marsh, 30th Sep to 17th Oct; Stanpit Marsh 28th
Oct to 6th Dec
Black-winged Stilt – Radipole Lake 20th May
Stilt Sandpiper – Lodmoor 23rd Jul to 7th Aug
Long-billed Dowitcher – Lodmoor, Radipole & Poole Park from 2010 to 30th
Apr.
Spotted Sandpiper – Lyme Regis 18th Nov into 2012.
Gull-billed Tern – Stanpit 17th May.
Whiskered Tern – Swineham GP 10th Apr.
Pallid Swift – Durlston 4th Nov, Ferrybridge and Langton Herring 11th to 12th
Nov.
Hume’s Leaf Warbler – Littlesea Wood 23rd Nov into 2012.
Great Skua © Nick Hull
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Savi’s Warbler – Lodmoor 11th May to 1st Jun.
Paddyfield Warbler – Cuttcleaves Cove, The Fleet 21st Jul.
Blyth’s Reed Warbler – Portland Bill 27th Sep.
Red-flanked Bluetail – Durlston 2nd to 6th Apr.

1961
Great Reed Warbler – Burton Mere 20th May.

Dorset Birds Highlights
July
A female Red-backed Shrike on the 6th at Holton Lee started the month off followed
by an obvious escaped Red Bishop which brought a little colour to Bindon Hill, also
on the 6th a Caspian Tern put in a brief appearance on Brownsea Lagoon. A whitewinged Black Tern found on the 8th stayed until 10th at Lodmoor. On the 20th three
Crane flew over Rampisham. It was quiet until the end of the month on the 31st when
there was a claim of a White-rumped Sandpiper on Brownsea Lagoon which turned
out to be a possible hybrid.

August
A Cory’s Shearwater flying west on the 5th past Abbotsbury Swannery was followed
on the 9th by a Melodious Warbler which was ringed at Portland Bill, late afternoon
on the 9th a Buff-breasted Sandpiper put in an appearance at Ferrybridge but was
seen to fly off early morning on the 10th. Hoopoe on the 16th at East Wears Portland;
the 18th saw Spotted Crake being reported in flight at Priory Marsh and a Woodchat
Shrike at the Bridging Camp, Wyke Regis staying until September, and two Aquatic
Warbler Warblers were caught and ringed on private land at Lytchett Bay. Another
Aquatic Warbler was found at Lorton Meadows on the 23rd and four White Storks
were seen over West Stafford. Cattle Egret were at Abbotsbury and Spotted Crake
at Priory Marsh on the 24th. On the 27th the Cattle Egret was seen again at
Abbotsbury and a Long-tailed Skua was in Weymouth Bay. A Sabine’s Gull passedt
Portland Bill on the 30th and a Montagu’s Harrier passed west off Hengistbury Head
on 31st

September
The Woodchat Shrike remained at the Bridging Camp but a new arrival was a Blueheaded Wagtail found at Abbotsbury on the 1st. The 3rd was a red letter day with one
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possible two Honey Buzzards over Christchurch Harbour and a Dowitcher was
found late afternoon at Lodmoor, which was tentatively identified at distance as
Long-billed Dowitcher but was later re-identified as Short-billed Dowitcher, the
second English record and stayed until the 6th of October. A Ortolan Bunting was
found at West Bexington on the 4th and another at Hengistbury Head on the 5th, a
Monarch butterfly was found at Easton on the 7th. On the 9th a Great White Egret
was at Avon Causeway. It wasn’t until the 16th when a Temminck’s Stint was seen at
Stanpit Marsh and a Pectoral Sandpiper was seen briefly on Brownsea Lagoon. On
the 17th the Great White Egret was seen again at the Avon Causeway and an
Ortolan Bunting was ringed at Portland Bill. A Stone Curlew over the Barn Field at
Hengistbury on the 24th was a good sighting. The 25th produced another Ortolan
Bunting at Portland and a Lapland Bunting over Hengistbury head. On the 26th there
were two Ortolan Buntings at Portland Bill and a single at Stanpit Marsh. Scarce
buntings continued to turn up with a Little Bunting on the 27th at Portland. On the
29th a Blyth’s Pipit was reported from Hengistbury Head, and a Red-backed Shrike
was found on Portland, and report of a Rose-coloured Starling at Burton Bradstock.

October
Began with the start of a small influx of
Jays moving towards the west with
several large groups being recorded
from various parts of the county. A Redbacked Shrike was still at Southwell,
Portland remaining until the 6th. The 5th
saw Grey Phalarope off Hengistbury
Head, Lapland Bunting at Portland, also
a Yellow-browed Warbler in Littlesea
Wood, Wyke Regis. The 6th saw the
Little Bunting at Bill Hill Portland along
with the Red-backed Shrike; a Purple
Heron was located at Radipole Lake
which was seen on and off until the end of the month; and two Great White Egret
were seen to fly out to sea from Portland Bill. On the 8th three Yellow-browed
Warblers were at Portland Bill plus two more at Southwell and one at Durlston. On
the 9th there were seven Yellow-browed, three at Southwell, two at the Bill and a
single at Avalanche Road Hump. The 11th produced a Barred Warbler at Culverwell
and single Yellow-browed Warblers at Easton, Portland Obs, Lulworth Cove,
Hengistbury Head and two in the North Scrubs at Stanpit Marsh. Sightings on the
13th had a Barred Warbler trapped and ringed at Durlston, a Blyth’s Reed Warbler
Migrating Redwing © Nick Hull
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Tailor-made birding & wildlife tours
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Local guides for groups
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of our latest catalogue
www.callunabooks.co.uk
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Petherton Somerset. TA13 5LR
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email: intrasights@tiscali.co.uk
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reported near Chaffey’s Roundabout and five Yellow-browed Warblers were dotted
around Portland. On the 14th a Subalpine Warbler was found at Avalanche Road
Hump. Next day 15th a Mealy Redpoll was found with Lesser’s at Wick. A 1st/W
Caspian Gull was reported from Holes Bay on the 16th. On 17th a Sabine’s Gull in
Chesil Cove and later passing the Bill. Two Black Brant arrived with Dark-bellied
Brent at Ferrybridge on the 18th. The 22nd was a real red letter day for a private
Southwell garden on Portland when a mystery leaf warbler was found which was later
identified as Pale-legged or Shakhalin Leaf Warbler, a far eastern species. Which if
accepted would be a first for Dorset, Britain and the Western Palearctic. It was
arranged to attempt to trap the bird the next morning and relocate it to a more
twitchable location but it couldn’t be found.
On the 23th a beautiful Daurian Shrike was found at Culverwell staying until 27th.
The 25th saw a single Glossy Ibis pass Hengistbury Head and a Siberian Stonechat
joined the Daurian Shrike at the Bill. The 26th produced two fly overs at Portland
both in the guise of a Pechora and a
Olive-backed Pipit neither were located
on the ground. The 27th was also a good
day with the Daurian Shrike and Barred
Warbler on Portland, a Desert Wheatear
at Lulworth Camp, three Common Cranes
flying along the Ridgeway and a probable
Egyptian Vulture over North Portland.
The month ended with a Twite over
Durlston ,Yelow-browed at Radipole and
a Bee-eater at Swanage on the 28th and
a Pink-footed Goose at Ferrybridge on
29th.Siberian Stonechat jioned the
Daurian Shrike at the Bill. The 26th
produced two fly overs at Portland both in
the guise of a Pechora and a Olivebacked Pipit neither were located on the ground. The 27th was also a good day with
the Daurian Shrike Barred Warbler on Portland a Desert Wheatear at Lulworth
Camp three Common Cranes flying along the Ridgeway and a Probable Egytain
Vulture over North Portland. The Month ended with a Twite over Durlston Yelowbrowed at Radipole and a Bee-eater at Swanage on the 28th, Pink-footed Goose at
Ferrybridge on 29th.
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Advice to Contributors
Next Newsletter Deadline is 1st October 2012
Sending Articles
By e-mail to the Editor - Nick Hull
Editor@dorsetbirds.org.uk or by post to:41, Lytchett Way, Upton, Poole, Dorset. BH16 5LS.
Microsoft Word, PC or Mac Format. Text Arial 12
Digital photographs are best sent in a JPEG format as close to the
original copy as possible. I can size and crop to fit the space
required.
All photographs will be produced in black and white except for
those on the cover and in the electronic version which will be all
colour.
Sending Handwritten Articles
Please write clearly, if you wish to send a ‘COPY’ of a photograph
or an illustration to accompany your article please do, as I can
scan these for printing and editing into your article.

For Sale
For Sale - Secondhand NIKON ED78A Scope c/w 38X eyepiece.
Purchased in Jan 2006 from InFocus for £400. Reasonable offers
considered.
Also Velbron Delta Tripod, purchased for £39 at the same time.
Contact John Lockwood on 01202 889698 or by e-mail
john@lockwood7090.freeserve.co.uk
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Swarovski I Leica I Zeiss I Opticron I Nikon
Authorised Main Dealer
01872 263444

www.swoptics.co.uk

Swarovski ATX/STX Telescopes

Swarovski
EL 8x32 Swarovision
£1385
EL 8.5x42 Swarovision £1690
EL 10x42 Swarovision £1770
EL 12x50 Swarovsion
£1860

ATX 2560x65
ATX 2560x85
ATX 3075x95

£2210
£2680
£2950

Includes Free Fuji compact camera

ATX StayonCase

£192

ATS/STS 80 HD, 2550x zoom & case
ATS/STS 65 HD, 2550x zoom & case

£2039
£1599

TLS APO camera attachment £362

Leica

Leica
Ultravid 8x32 HD
Ultravid 8x42 HD
Ultravid 10x42 HD
Ultravid 8x50 HD
Ultravid 12x50 HD

£1419
£1579
£1659
£1579
£1859

Limited Offer  Buy any Ultravid HD &
receive a Free Trinovid 8x20 BCA

Zeiss

NEW Trinovid 8x42
NEW Trinovid 10x42

£800
£840

Trinovid 8x20 BCA

£359

Monovid 8x20
APO Televid HD 82 and 2550x zoom
APO Televid HD 65 and 2550x zoom

£299
£2399
£1899

New Zeiss Products
Victory 8x32 T* FL LT
Victory 10x32 T* FL LT
Conquest 8x42 HD
Conquest 10x42 HD

£1200
£1269
£665
£699

Zeiss Victory 8x42 HT £1600
Zeiss Victory 10x42 HT £1600
Conquest 8x32 HD
Conquest 10x32 HD

Special Limited Offer
Diascope 85, 2075x, Case & Zeiss Tripod £1999

£569
£599

“Limited Edition” Simon King
Victory T* FL LT 8x32 £899

Opticron

Nikon
EDG 8x32
EDG 8x42
EDG 10x42
EDG 85, 2060x zoom & case
EDG 65, 1648x zoom & case
EDG FSAL2 SLR Photoadapter

All prices are subject to change
Please check website for current prices

£1249
£1399
£1429

Aurora BGA 8x42 & 10x42 £799
DBA Oasis Mg 8x42 & 10x42 £629
Imagic BGA SE 8x42
£439
Countryman HD 8x42
£359

£1999
£1849
£549

HR80 GA ED, 2060x SDLv2 & case
£1263
ES80 GA ED, 2060x HDF zoom & case £823
GS52 GA ED, 1236x HDF zoom
£498

E&EO

South West Optics
22a River Street Truro Cornwall TR1 2SJ
01872 263444
steve@swoptics.com
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Membership Subscriptions
Please remember that your annual subscriptions are
due on the 1st January 2013.
The current rates are:
Ordinary Membership
Joint/Family Membership
Student Membership
Junior Membership
Life membership

£15
£18
£10
£5
£200

To join or renew your membership, please send your name
and address with the appropriate subscription to the
Membership Secretary :Diana Dyer, 3 Osmay Road, Swanage, Dorset, BH19 2JQ
E-mail:membership@dorsetbirds.org.uk
Tel. 01929 421402

Contacts
Chairman Dorset Bird Club:- Neil Gartshore
e-mail:- chairman@dorsetbirds.org.uk
Tel:- 01929 552560
Dorset County Recorder:- Kevin lane
E-mail:- dorsetbirdclub@hotmail.com
Tel. 07901 614629
Conservation Officer:- Jol Mitchell
4 Gover Close, Ridge, Wareham, Dorset, BH20 3BU.
e-mail:- jolmitchell@btinternet.com
Tel:- 01929 552924
Newsletter Editor:- Nick Hull
e-mail:- editor@dorsetbirds.org.uk
Tel. 01202 620049
Dorset Bird Club Website:http://www.dorsetbirds.org.uk/#
Dorset Birds Sighting Blog
http://www.dorsetbirds.blogspot.co.uk/
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Knot © Will Bown; Little Gull © Mike Trew; Red Bishop © Nigel Farrow; Wryneck © Alick
Simmons; Grasshopper Warbler © Kevin Lane; Roseate Tern © John Wichall; Sparrowhawk ©
Roger Green; Aquatic Warbler © Terry Elborn
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