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From the Editors
Hello everyone. Well another year has passed. Lets hope the forthcoming 
one will be a little drier and the birds extremely good.

As you can see there has been a change in the newsletter. We decided to 
freshen up the design. We will of course only continue to have a coloured 
cover and black and white inside due to the cost of printing.  Though of 
course if  you take your copy by e-mail the PDF version is all in colour.  This 
is something that I can’t encourage enough, as it helps the club save money 
to finance small conservation projects similar to the one being carried out at 
Durlston mentioned in a previous newsletter.

At this point I’d like to take the opportunity as usual to thank those of you 
that have contributed,  particularly Charles Richards for his regular support 
in sending in articles. Also to all those members who have contributed over 
the last year particularly the photographers that allow  me to use their 
photographs in these pages and on the club’s sightings blog. Without your 
continued support it would make the job much harder and it wouldn’t look so 
good. Thank you all.

In this newsletter we have a varied collection of articles. I must first point you 
towards the Chairman’s Chat as there are a few  very important items 
referring to the club.  He also ends on what could turn out to be a very 
important issue in the future that conservation bodies will have to address as 
if they do not it will be at their peril and continued destruction of our wildlife.

Jol as our conservation officer has been busy and has written an update on 
the situation concerning the Navitus Wind farm  proposal which could have 
all sorts of  implications on our migrating birds that pass through the wind 
farm area just off our coast.

One of the most interesting articles for me is the account of Peregrine 
fostering Herring Gulls. It’s really odd what happens in the lives of some of 
our wildlife, a great bit of  observation by Ronnie Baker. Perhaps others of 
you who have seen similar or odd behaviour being displayed would consider 
writing it down and let me publish it in these pages.

New Website for Poole Harbour
On January 8th a new  website was launched to show  the stunning variety of 
birdlife in one of the country’s most picturesque locations of Poole Harbour.
As someone who started his birding along the Lower Frome and the 
Western end of  Poole Harbour, I was very interested in the site and I have to 
say it’s very good.  One of its better features is a Webcamthat is watching 
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over Brownsea Lagoon.  I’m not 
sure what wi l l happen i f 
someone spots a rarity via the 
camera. No doubt this camera 
will come into its own once the 
terns are back on the islands in 
a few  months time. The site also 
offers an interactive map 
showing sites of  where to go 
birding.It also has a sightings 
page and a harbour checklist, 
photo gallery, videos and an 
account of r inging in the 
harbour.  There is also an events page advertising local walks and a page 
dedicated to the RSPB Birdboats giving dates and times and how  to book to 
go around the harbour or land on Brownsea Island. It lists various work 
parties that you can join to help with some practical conservation. Of  course 
you can follow  and get news via your smart phone via Twitter and Facebook 
so if  you are interested in taking a look at the site yourself go to http://
www.birdsofpooleharbour.co.uk/

Chairman’s Chat - Neil Gartshore

It is those dreaded three letters again A, G & ‘M. The Club’s AGM will be 
held in Wareham on Thursday 21st March (full details elsewhere). From 
my past experience of various Clubs these are not always the best 
attended meetings of the year but I hope that as many of you as 
possible will come along. The business end starts at 7pm and is dealt 
with as quickly as possible to allow  a coffee break before our guest 
speaker begins at 8pm. 

In the last newsletter there was a book review  of  ‘Catching the Bug’ - 
about birding around Poole Harbour - and we have one of its authors, 
Mark Constantine, coming along to talk about the book and the harbour. 
Mark doesn’t need to be introduced to many of you but those who don’t 
know  him should try to get along as he is an excellent speaker and 
passionate about Poole Harbour. There is no charge for the evening and 
non-members are welcome to come along to the AGM and/or the talk. 

With the turn of the year 2013 subscriptions are now  due. If  you pay by 
standing order your subs will have already been paid ……some of  you 
though have not yet changed the amount with your bank from the old 

http://www.birdsofpooleharbour.co.uk
http://www.birdsofpooleharbour.co.uk
http://www.birdsofpooleharbour.co.uk
http://www.birdsofpooleharbour.co.uk


5

rate, or are paying twice (John will be chasing you up!) If you pay by 
cheque please could you send your payment to Diana Dyer a.s.a.p. 
otherwise this will be the last newsletter that will be sent out and you’ll 
not receive the 2011 bird report. If  you haven’t, I would encourage you 
to set up a standing order mandate to help us collect your subs more 
efficiently and also to fill in a gift aid declaration - our next claim for gift 
aid is going to bring in an extra £750 this year. 

I have recently received some information from our colleagues in 
Somerset about the publication of their bird atlas, which brings me to 
one of my favourite hobby-horses. Somerset has shown what a 
significant contribution to the knowledge of the bird life of a county can 
be made if  enough people take on roles or organising specific projects 
within a club.

The BTO bird atlas undertook five years of  survey work throughout the 
UK to produce the latest definitive picture on the state of our birds. The 
results of the 2007-2011 Atlas will be published soon by T&AD Poyser 
and will complement the books published in the past after earlier 
surveys. The majority of  this work was carried out by people like 
yourselves, and I’m sure many of  you contributed. I have to put my 
hand up here and admit that I did virtually nothing for the project! My 
excuse was that I had just left the RSPB when it started and I was 
trying to scrape a living as a ‘freelance’ surveyor so paid work and 
flexibility had to come first. 

At one stage Dorset, along with one other county, was at the bottom of 
the atlasing ‘league table’ for completing our squares - I’m not sure how 
much of  this shortfall was made up in the final year. As a Club though 
we missed a great opportunity to produce our own atlas on the back of 
the survey, as Somerset and a number of other counties have done. 
Although Dorset will be covered in the national picture these county 
atlases will bring the detail down to a local level. 

Projects like this come back to having someone to organise them and 
for a good network of others to support the organiser. We still have 
opportunities for you to get involved in the Club. My tenure as the 
Chairman of  the Club is now  up and I would welcome any nominations 
for the post - I am more than happy to stand down and would be happy 
to take on another role. Alternatively, if you feel that the Vice-
Chairman’s role may be more appropriate for you this remains vacant 
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(and has been for the last three years). 

Andy Humber and Trevor Thorpe will be stepping down at the AGM as 
the Outdoor Meetings Organisers – another post that needs filling. On 
behalf of the Committee and the Club I would like to thank them both 
for the great work they have done over the past seven years providing 
an excellent programme of walks which have been popular amongst 
our members and an excellent way of introducing potential new 
members to the Club.

I hope to see as many of you as possible at the AGM/talk or if  you 
would like to have a chat about the Club, or any roles that you could 
help with, please get in touch with me. 

And finally…………….

I saw  an interesting news item recently on a scientific report released in 
the US about birds and cats. Having worked in the Sub-Antarctic, 
seeing first-hand the devastation feral cats can cause amongst 
seabirds (and having some strong personal opinions on the subject!), 
the article made interesting reading. An average of  2.4 billion birds and 
12.3 billion small mammals, (that is BILLION, not million), are estimated 
to be killed annually in the US by cats. In the UK the figure often 
banded about as the estimated number of birds killed each year is 100 
million (not to mention millions of  small mammals) - based on the US 
research this is likely to be an under-estimate. In these times of 
declining bird populations, for whatever reasons, surely these numbers 
are no longer sustainable or acceptable. 

There have also been a few  letters recently in The Times on the subject 
of cats and birds from various sides of  the argument with, inevitably, 
Sparrowhawks and other birds of prey being thrown into the mix. It was 
interesting to see one recent RSPB advertisement for their recent big 
garden bird watch showing a cat looking out of a window! Have a look 
at this US link http://www.nytimes.com/2013/01/30/science/that-cuddly-
kitty-of-yours-is-a-killer.html?_r=2& Is this an issue that the 
conservation community should start to get its head around more 
seriously or maybe it is a can of  worms that should be left firmly 
closed? 

http://www.nytimes.com/2013/01/30/science/that-cuddly-kitty-of-yours-is-a-killer.html?_r=2&
http://www.nytimes.com/2013/01/30/science/that-cuddly-kitty-of-yours-is-a-killer.html?_r=2&
http://www.nytimes.com/2013/01/30/science/that-cuddly-kitty-of-yours-is-a-killer.html?_r=2&
http://www.nytimes.com/2013/01/30/science/that-cuddly-kitty-of-yours-is-a-killer.html?_r=2&
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Conservation News – Navitus Bay Windfarm - Jol Mitchell

As you are probably aware, a large wind farm (‘Navitus Bay Wind Park’) 
is proposed off the Dorset coast.  The location is approximately 8.9 miles 
south-east of  Durlston Head, Swanage.  The current proposals are for up 
to 218 turbines (depending 
on the generating capacity of 
the turbines); the turbines 
could be up to 200m high to 
the tip of the rotor.  The wind 
farm will cover an area of 
175 square k i lometres.  
Electricity will be brought 
ashore between Barton on 
Sea and Milford on Sea and 
taken via an underground 
cable to a new  sub-station 
close to West Moors and 
Three Legged Cross. 

The proposals are currently the subject of a round of public consultation, 
ending on 5 April 2013.  You can view  details and make a response at 
www.navitusbaywindpark.co.uk.  I would also suggest that you look at 
http://www.challengenavitus.org.uk.  Challenge Navitus is a campaigning 
group of members of  the public with three main aims: ‘to provide 
accurate information beyond that which the developer is presenting, to 
stop the proposal in its current form and to create a discussion of 
alternative solutions for this wind farm’.
As Conservation Officer of  the Dorset Bird Club, I have been in touch 
with the project's proponents (Eneco Wind UK and EDF Energy) over the 
last two years and have attended a number of exhibitions including the 
one at Swanage in the recent round of consultation.  My aim has been to 
gain an understanding of  the ornithological surveys and studies that are 
being undertaken as part of the Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) 
process so that we can assess whether the impacts on birds are being 
addressed in an appropriate way.  To date, this has proven to be an 
immensely frustrating process with very little information forthcoming 
from the developers.

As you will be aware, there are major passage movements of birds 
through the area, comprising sea birds and passerines.  The passerine 
movements are particularly marked in autumn, with thousands of  finches 

http://www.navitusbaywindpark.co.uk
http://www.navitusbaywindpark.co.uk
http://www.challengenavitus.org.uk
http://www.challengenavitus.org.uk
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and Wood Pigeons (eg 54,500 Wood Pigeons passing over Durlston on 
17th November 2012).  Whether these movements have been adequately 
identified and assessed in the EIA, I have no way of knowing at present.  
However, the statement in the current Phase Three Community 
Consultation document that ‘Overall, bird abundance within and through 
the proposed wind park is considered to be low’ does not fill me with 
confidence.  Through emails and discussions with representatives of the 
developers, I have continually raised the issue of passerine movements 
and pointed them in the direction of relevant information, eg the counts at 
Durlston on the Trektellen website: 
h t t p : / / w w w . t r e k t e l l e n . n l / t r e k t e l l i n g . a s p ?
telpost=490&land=5&site=0&taal=2.  Whether this will be assessed in the 
EIA, or what surveys the developer has been undertaking, I do not know.  
I can assure you, it is not for a lack of trying!

The draft Environmental Statement will be published in August and we 
should then have a clearer idea of the adequacy (or not) of the surveys 
and assessment studies.  In the meantime, please look at the proposals, 
look at Challenge Navitus’s website and make comments as you see fit.

Durlston Farmland Bird Conservation Project 
With spring fast approaching, the monitoring stage of the Durlston 
Farmland Bird Conservation Project will start soon with species such as 
Song Thrush already starting to sing from territories.  An integral part of 
the project is to monitor the different life stages of  ‘target species’ to 
understand productivity and longevity.  Monitoring will include a breeding 
bird survey, nest recording, habitat-focussed ringing as well as recording 
casual sightings. 

However, an in-depth breeding bird survey and nest recording can be 
quite time consuming so the project requires volunteer assistance.  If  you 
would like to get out and about across Durlston during the spring and 
summer months and contribute towards these rewarding and worthwhile 
surveys, then please get in touch.  Full training will be provided along 
with free parking and refreshments.
Please contact:

Simon Breeze
Conservation Ranger
Durlston National Nature Reserve & Country Park
S.Breeze@dorsetcc.gov.uk
Telephone: 01929 424443

http://www.trektellen.nl/trektelling.asp?telpost=490&land=5&site=0&taal=2
http://www.trektellen.nl/trektelling.asp?telpost=490&land=5&site=0&taal=2
http://www.trektellen.nl/trektelling.asp?telpost=490&land=5&site=0&taal=2
http://www.trektellen.nl/trektelling.asp?telpost=490&land=5&site=0&taal=2
mailto:S.Breeze@dorsetcc.gov.uk
mailto:S.Breeze@dorsetcc.gov.uk
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From The County Recorder - Kevin Lane
2011 Bird Report

Section writing for the next annual report is now  well underway and we’re 
aiming for a printing date of mid to late spring as we try and haul the 
publication deadline back to where it should be, early in the year.  2011 
produced one of the highest annual totals of  species recorded in Dorset 
in recent years, with many rarities and other highlights, so the report will 
hopefully be an enjoyable record of the year. 

2012 Records

I’m also currently working on completing the 2012 DBC database as 
soon as possible with a view  to getting a head start with the 2012 annual 
report.  Many thanks to all members and non-members who have 
already sent in their records for 2012.  Could I ask that any remaining 
records for 2012 are forwarded to me by email or post as soon as 
possible to assist with this.

Missing 2011 Records

There are a handful of records of rare and scarce birds from 2011 that 
have not had descriptions submitted.  If any members were the finders or 
simply an observer of any of the following records, it would be great if 
you could forward some ID notes so they can be assessed in time for 
publication in the 2011 Dorset Bird Report.

Bee-eater – Westham & Melcombe Regis – 9th May 2011
Bee-eater – Colehill – 25th Sep 2011 
Cattle Egret – Lodmoor – 25th Jul 2011
Cattle Egret – Middlebere – 25th Jul 2011
Cattle Egret – Nottington – 6th Dec 2011
Crane – Wareham – 23rd Nov 2011
Pallas’s Warbler – Bryanston Woods – 5th Nov 2011
Red-rumped Swallow – Lodmoor – 2nd May 2011
Red-rumped Swallow – Radipole Lake – 30th May 2011
Richard’s Pipit – Durlston – 1st Nov 2011
Twite (2) – Durlston – 14th Nov 2011
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Bird Books in Demand - Neil Gartshore

[Note: the prices mentioned in this article reflect the values of  late 2008 
and may have changed since then.]
Why do people buy bird books ….to use – out of interest – for 
entertainment – to appreciate – or even possibly to collect as an 
investment? …..there can be a number of reasons. Books in my own 
personal collection cover all of  these areas, with many of  them falling into 
more than one category. 

As a book dealer I am often asked for copies of  certain titles and over the 
years it has been interesting to see which have been most in demand.

The desire for specific titles has always been changeable - sometimes I 
can’t get enough of them, at other times they sit on the shelf for quite a 
while – but there are a number of  titles that are constantly popular. For 
this article I have picked a selection of  those that I usually can’t get 
enough of……………

The most obvious reason for wanting to buy a book is to use it! Three of 
my choices fall readily into this category. I remember back in 1977 
scratching around to find the princely sum of  £25 to buy the first volume 
of The Birds of  the Western Palearctic. Over the next 18 years regular 
volumes were published until volume nine completed the set in 1994 (at 
this time it would have cost nearly £800 to buy the set at the full cover 
price – expect now  to pay £250-£300 for a second hand set with 
individual volumes varying in price). Would you ever need any other bird 
reference book on your shelves?  The set was very comprehensive 
covering all the species of  the region at the time of publication but the 
outlay (and shelf space) may have put some off. 

In 1998 a compact two volume set appeared – it is 
referred to as the ‘Concise BWP’ but to give it its 
correct title it is ‘The Birds of the Western 
Palearctic: Concise Edition’. This attractive set 
splits the species into non-passerines and 
passerines and comes in a well presented slipcase.  
Still not cheap, it was originally published at £150. 
As well as condensing the original information new 
material and revisions were added including 
accounts of  over 80 new  species. Updated 

distribution maps and new  colour plates added value to the books. I’m 
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sure most enthusiastic birders have both sets sitting on their shelves but 
if you don’t want to be overloaded with information I would thoroughly 
recommend the concise edition. What of the price now? At one stage 
they were almost given away (for as little £1!), but now  expect to pay 
£100-£125.   

Two more books in demand to use are obvious ‘field 
guides’ and were published by Macmillan. In 1989 
‘The Macmillan Guide to Bird Identification’ 
attempted to solve the problem of ‘confusion species’. 
Well illustrated with over 300 paintings, 91 species 
were dealt with - Grey Geese, Sparrowhawk and 
Goshawk, Marsh Terns, Grey, Yellow  and Citrine 
Wagtails, and Marsh and Willow  Tit to pick a few. 
Handwritten captions on the illustrations highlight 
main differences and similarities and a well written 
text looked at various identification features to help 
spilt the confusing species. This format was again 
used in 1996 when ‘The Macmillan Birder’s Guide 
to European and Middle Eastern Birds’ was 
published extending the range of  the original book. 
Again ‘confusion’ groups are compared (over 70 of 
them) with 208 species illustrated in 90 plates. 
Included in this book are Lappet-faced, Black and 
Griffon Vulture, Little and Baillon’s Crake, Orange-
billed Terns, Wheatears and large Sylvia Warblers. 
Both of these titles are worth adding to any collection 
to supplement the standard European field guides.

Monographs on individual bird species or groups are always popular. 
Three titles that readily spring to mind relate to the barn owl, swifts and 
the osprey. In the 1990’s an excellent (albeit short) series of species 
guides were published by Hamlyn and are still very popular today. Of the 
nine species covered (including Blackcap, Marsh Harrier and Fieldfare) 
‘The Barn Owl’ by Ian Shawyer is the harder one to find. All aspects of 
the bird’s lives are covered and the books are a good reference for 
anyone wanting to learn more about these species. The Oxford Swift 
Research Project is one of the longest single bird species studies in the 
world. Begun in May 1948 by David and Elizabeth Lack, the work is 
centred on the tower of the Oxford Museum of Natural History and 
continues today. First published in 1956 ‘Swifts in a Tower’ detailed the 
setting up of the project and reviewed other swift species.  
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Ospreys have long captured the imagination of  the 
British birdwatcher with birds seen more frequently 
now  than ever before and with the success of 
Operation Osprey at Loch Garten since the late 
1950’s, the reintroduction of birds at Rutland Water 
and the re-colonisation of  birds in England adding to 
this interest. Alan F. Poole’s ‘Ospreys: a natural and 
unnatural history’ draws together information from 
many sources to give a definitive account on the 
species on a worldwide scale and includes a chapter 

recounting two case histories (in Scotland and New England).  

Two series of books that I can’t really leave out of an article like this are 
published by Collins and Poyser. The New  Naturalist series continues to 
be popular with three new  titles now  published each year (number 121, 
Partridges is the latest offering). This is undoubtedly the most collectable 
series of any natural history titles ever published. A complete set of first 
editions (main series plus the 22 monographs) in a fine condition may set 
you back up to £20,000!  

Amongst the series there are many bird titles but the 
one I’ll chose to highlight here is number 71 ‘British 
Warblers’ by Eric Simms, published in 1985. For the 
serious collector this is one of  the holy grails. By the 
mid-1980’s the series was in the doldrums and print 
runs of  hardback first editions were small (the 
‘golden-13’, numbers 70 to 82, all now  fetch high 
prices). Only 725 first editions of Warblers were ever 
printed. It was soon realised that this was not enough 
and a further 525 paperbacks were rebound into 
hardback. These are known as ‘second state’ books 
(slightly shorter and in a cheaper cloth). A fine ‘first 

state’ may now  set you back in the region of  £2000, a second state half 
of this. Even at these prices the demand is there from the serious 
collector. For those less inclined to pay these prices you can pick up a 
paperback edition for under £50 (print run 9600). The book gives a 
species by species account of the family, including some of the vagrants 
to our shores. 
Titles published under the T&AD Poyser name are many, the majority of 
them bird titles. Some of  the earlier ones published in the 1970’s, like 
Flamingos, The Natural History of Cape Clear and The Hen Harrier, are 

!
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joined by The Sparrowhawk (1986) and The Manx 
Shearwater (1990) as some of the more collectable 
titles in the series and generally fetch higher prices. 
The majority of titles however are still reasonably 
priced in the £30-£40 range and are readily available 
in the second hand market. One book that I find 
popular and often requested is Richard Vaughan’s ‘In 
Search of Arctic Birds’ (1992). The author provides a 
fascinating look at the Arctic with chapters including a 
historical perspective on whales and whaling and bird 
collecting as well as more up to date aspects of bird 
studies, research and conservation.  One particularly 

interesting chapter is entitled ‘The birdwatcher’s Arctic: where to go and 
how  to get there’ – may be this is one of  the reasons why this book is so 
popular?  

There have been a number of books written about birds’ names over the 
years but one probably stands out above the others. If I had to choose 
my single ‘most wanted’ book I would go for ‘A Dictionary of Scientific 
Bird Names’ by James Jobling. Although a few  copies have passed 
through our stock over the years it is a very hard book to find and 
becoming very pricey.  The book defines about 8500 generic and specific 
bird names described between the 1750’s and 1990 giving the derivation 
and meaning of  each of them. This is the most comprehensive book on 
the subject. [Since this book was updated (Helm 2010) the original is 
now much less in demand].

To round up to 10 my most wanted list I’ll finish with one book that I have 
never seen and, with a little indulgence, it is one that is on my own 
‘wanted’ list. Having a keen  interest in Southern African birds I have 
collected many of the local bird atlases published over the past 30 years 
but there is one I just cannot find: ‘Swaziland Bird Atlas 1985-1991’, V. 
Parker (Websters, Mbabane) …..can anyone out there help!! 

[This article was first published in ‘Birds Illustrated’ and has been 
tweaked. Back copies of  this excellent magazine can be obtained from 
the publisher at www.buckinghampress.co.uk or phone 01733 561739.

Calluna Books offer a 10% discount on out of print books to DBC 
members – see our advertisement.] 

http://www.buckinghampress.co.uk
http://www.buckinghampress.co.uk
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Peregrine Falcon Fostering Herring Gull Chicks - 
Ronnie Baker

On the 11th June 2001 I observed a pair of  Peregrine Falcon (Falco 
peregrinus) with the female apparently brooding two Herring Gull 
(Larus argentatus) chicks.  I made further visits on 14th, 16th, 18th and 
20th, the chicks becoming more and more active but with no sightings 
of food coming in, although it obviously was.

At 11.20 a.m. on the 20th June the tiercel flew  in calling and 'dumped' a 
young Jackdaw  (Corvus monedula) in front of the chicks which they 
dragged, out of sight, to a hidden corner of  the ledge.  Two days later 
only one chick was visible and neither falcon was seen, the second 
chick being again simply out of my sight.

The following day, the 25th, at about 09.15 a.m. the falcon appeared 
followed by the tiercel calling, with kill and he then started feeding the 
chicks in the normal Peregrine 
manner, bill to bill.  This event was, 
for me, the definitive moment.  The 
behaviour of the chicks to either 
Peregrine arriving on the ledge 
without food was interesting, the 
chicks moved very close to it and 
either gently 'nudged' it with their 
bills or with repeated bowing of 
their heads.  This behaviour did not 
e l i c i t a r e s p o n s e f r o m t h e 
Peregrine.
For most of  the next four days, 
from early morning to late afternoon I was accompanied by P. Chaney 
who had been with me filming most of  the behaviour and the feeding of 
the chicks on the 29th was included on film.  The gull chicks were 
obviously heavily imprinted and I would mention here that the falcons 
did not spend much time with them and in fact were absent for most of 
the days. They were on the same cliff but out of sight of the ledge.

It was very relevant that a pair of adult Herring Gull did, from time to 
time, either together or singly, alight on the ledge and were met with 
hostility by the chicks.  I believe it is quite possible that these adults 
were the parent birds and I had misgivings each time they showed 
interest.
On the 1st July at 06.30hrs I found all quiet, the chicks were preening 
and looking very healthy (excellent diet!!). The following day however 
my misgivings were justified, I had arrived on the cliff  at 6hrs to see 
both chicks but no falcon.  At 7.10hrs both adult gulls alighted on the 
ledge and approached the chicks but 'backed off' in response to the 
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chicks’ aggression. The adults then, for the first time, started a serious 
and violent pecking attack upon one of the chicks attempting to pull it 
off the ledge and at 7.35hrs with the chick badly mauled and bloodied 
they ejected it from the ledge and it fluttered down onto the beach 
below. It was not seen alive again.  At 8.05hrs the gulls having left the 
ledge after this episode returned and began pecking at the remaining 
chick but not so violently. They stayed on the ledge until 8.20hrs and 
the chick had by then moved out of  my sight. If  the falcons were on the 
cliff  during these happenings they could not have seen it and would not, 
I assume, respond to any distress 
calls of  a Herring Gull chick.The 
falcon eventually arrived on the 
ledge, without food, at 13.15hrs the 
chick came into view  and was 
obviously in jured, the falcon 
appeared to 'know' something had 
happened but beyond that, who 
knows?? She stayed at the ledge 
for two hours but had not returned 
before we left at 19.00hrs.  At 
5.45hrs the following day the ledge 
was deserted, but at 08.10hrs the 
tiercel flew  onto the ledge with food 
possibly feral pigeon already 
p l u c k e d . H e a p p e a r e d 
'perplexed' (to use a human term) at the absence of  the chicks and as 
the 2nd chick had not shown itself in response to food it was either no 
longer alive or unable to respond.  At 08.15hrs the tiercel flew  off  with 
the food but returned at 08.40hrs again with the kill. After only a few 
minutes he left again and had not returned two hours later when I left 
the cliff top to search the beach for signs of either chick.

Regrettably it is not possible (for me) to ascertain the circumstances, 
and/or at what stage in the chicks’ development the Peregrines became 
involved.  I did make a very thorough search of the cliff  top above the 
ledge but I found no signs of human intervention, rope marks, stake 
holes etc, and other theories may come forward.

A search of  the literature revealed two cases in the 1960's and 70's of 
Peregrine in Scotland, rearing Kestrel broods. (Ratcliffe, 'The Peregrine 
Falcon' Poyser 1980 & 1993) and a report in 'The Falconer" of 1954 of 
a Common Gull chick found in the nest with two eyases, again in 
Scotland, all three chicks were taken into captivity and transported to 
Wiltshire.  In due course the gull chick, having fledged, flew  off one 
evening and was not seen again.
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Three Kestrels and a Fox - Charles Richards
One of  the things I like about birdwatching is seeing unusual aspects 
of bird behaviour, such as the little incident described here.  In the 
evening of 28th March 2012 I walked along by the Verne Moat, I saw 
the pair of Kestrel which breed there.  A while later, going home at 
dusk by the same route, I heard a Kestrel calling loudly in a rather 
distressed manner, in the Moat.  I could see the male Kestrel perched 
in a previous nest hole. I then traced the noise to two females, locked 
together in a vicious struggle on the ground.  As I waited to see the 
outcome of this fight, a fox trotted up and began sniffing around the 
two Kestrels, who went quiet and 
stopped struggling.  The fox 
appeared to be deciding which one 
to kill first, but fortunately for them 
it saw  me, and slunk off  out of 
sight.  The two Kestrels then 
separa ted and f lew  up and 
perched.  It was a good thing I was 
there at that precise moment 
because had the fox killed the 
Kestrels, I might have been denied 
the pleasure of  seeing four 
youngsters growing up and leaving 
their nest, about three months 
later!  

Outdoor Field Visits  - Trevor Thorpe & Andy Humber
Sunday 17th March 2013
Wyke Down (ST 999148)  Category A 09.30 hrs – morning only.  Meet in 
Down Farm Farmyard.  For possible Hen Harrier and Short Eared Owl.  
This meeting includes a visit to a private archaeology Museum.  Leader 
Martin Green

Saturday 20th April 2013
Corfe Castle (SY 959824)  Category B  09.30 hrs – morning only.  From 
A351 take the turning for Church Knowle.  The Car Park is immediately 
on the right hand side.  Spring migrants should be around.  Leaders 
Andy Humber and Trevor Thorpe

Sunday 12th May 2013
Acres Down, New  Forest (SU 268098)  Category B  09.30 hrs – all day.  
Meet in the car park on the B Road between Emery Down and A31.  For 
possible Wood Warbler, Redstart and Goshawk.  Leader Andy Humber

Friday 7th June, 2013
White Sheet Plantation, near Wimborne (SU 048036)  Category A  19.30 
hrs – Dusk.  Meet in the car park on the bend in the road.  For Woodcock 
and Nightjar. 
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Intrasights
Established 1993

Binoculars, spotting scopes and small telescopes
Repaired & Serviced 

We also repair a variety of other optical instruments
---------------------------------------------------------

There is a two week turn around on most jobs and every repair 
carries a three month warranty 

----------------------------------------------------------
Contact Details

Proprietor: Harry Truman
Address: Intrasights, 2 The Waggon Shed, Flaxdrayton Farm, South 

Petherton Somerset. TA13 5LR 
Website: www.intrasights.co.uk   

Telephone: (01460) 929291
email:  intrasights@tiscali.co.uk

Specialists in out-of-print

NATURAL HISTORY BOOKS
Books bought & sold

Check out the stock list on our 
website or ask for a catalogue
10% discount to DBC members

viewing possible by arrangement

www.callunabooks.co.uk
enquiries@callunabooks.co.uk

John Tennent
1926-1995

We have a number of limited prints 
by this local bird artist including 
kingfisher, pheasant, fish eagle, 
spotted flycatcher and cuckoo

Un-mounted, £50 to £70 each
Neil Gartshore, Moor Edge, 2 Bere Road, Wareham, Dorset, BH20 4DD

01929 552560
Neil Gartshore, Moor Edge, 2 Bere Road, Wareham, Dorset, BH20 4DD

01929 552560

mailto:intrasights@tiscali.co.uk
mailto:intrasights@tiscali.co.uk
http://www.callunabooks.co.uk
http://www.callunabooks.co.uk
mailto:enquiries@callunabooks.co.uk
mailto:enquiries@callunabooks.co.uk
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Agenda for the 
Twenty-Sixth Annual General Meeting 

to be held at The Methodist Hall, North Street, Wareham 
(opposite the Kings Arms) 

on Tuesday 21st March 2013 at 7.00 p.m 
1.  Introduction and Apologies
2.  Minutes of the 25th AGM held at The Methodist Hall, Wareham, 27th Mar 
 2012
3.   Chairman’s Report
4.  Treasurer’s Report & presentation of accounts for 2011
4a.  Appointment of Auditor
5.  County Bird Recorder’s Report
6.  Election of Officers
  
  Officers (elected posts/end of term of office): 

Chairman - vacant (2016); Secretary - Phyl England (1 yr#); 
Treasurer - John Lockwood (2016); Vice Chairman - vacant.
[# The post of Secretary has been filled on a yearly basis since the end of 
the original term of office. The current post holder is happy to continue on 
this basis for the time being but would be willing to stand down should 
another wish to take over this post]

Nominations for the posts of Chairman, Secretary and Vice Chairman 
should be made in writing to reach the Secretary, Mrs P. England, 
Amberley, Russell Drive, Swanage, BH19 2HD, at least 14 days before 
the AGM. The nominees must be paid up Club Members (who has 
agreed to serve) and must be proposed and seconded by paid up Club 
Members.

  Committee Members (co-opted): 
Membership Secretary - Diana Dyer; Newsletter Editor - Nick Hull; 
Publicity - Paul Levey; Indoor Meetings - Ian Lewis; Conservation - Jol 
Mitchell; County Bird Recorder/Bird Report Editor - Kevin Lane; 
Vacant posts: Outdoor Meetings; BTO rep (ex-officio).

7.  Any other business

There will be an interval before the talk when refreshments will be available.

Guest Speaker: Mark Constantine
'Catching the Bug’ - tales of birds and birding around Poole Harbour 

(The talk will start at approx. 8.00 p.m.)
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Bournemouth 
Natural 
Science Society

39 
Christchurch 
Road, Bournemouth, 
Dorset, BH1 3NS.
Tel:  01202 553525    
Charity no: 219585

BNSS Welcomes all to 
lectures, donations in l ieu of 
admission charge.

Of special interest to Dorset 
Bird Club members

Dr George Green on Tuesday 
evening Jan. 15th 2013
We have a wide programme of 
lectures/field trips please see 
our website for full details.
http://www.bnss.org.uk

TwO Owls Birding
2012-2013

We offer a range of birdwatching experiences with 

small friendly groups and expert local guides. Covering 

Dorset, New Forest and the Hampshire Coast and short 

breaks at birding hot spots in Britain and further afield.
Please visit our website at www.twoowlsbirding.co.uk

or contact Jackie Tel: 01202 620049 
Email:twoowls.birding@btinternet.com

Purple Sandpiper (tick) 
Dipper (tick)- but 

there’s another reason to 
visit Lyme Regis.

      

From Easter to the end of Oct, 
we open Thursday to Sunday 

MILL LANE, LYME REGIS DT7 3PU

WWW.TOWNMILLCHEESE.CO.UK

01297 44 26 26

http://www.bnss.org.uk
http://www.bnss.org.uk
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Dorsets Birding Highlights
November

The month started very well with Purple Heron at Radipole, Long-
eared Owl at Durlston, Yellow-browed Warbler at Dorchester 
Hospital and Lapland Bunting over Stanpit all on the 1st.  On the 2nd 
a Hoopoe was seen on Godlingston Heath and there was a Bittern at 
Lodmoor. The 3rd saw  two Yellow-browed Warblers at Hengistbury, 
and one of two Firecrest caught at Portland Obs had been ringed at 
Heligoland, Germany. The Poole Harbour Spoonbills numbers reach 
10 at Arne on 5th and the Purple 
Heron put in another appearance 
at Radipole. Next day 6th a Black 
Brant was seen with Dark-bellied 
Brent on Baiter Park Poole, and a 
single Waxwing was observed 
flying over Worth Matravers.  The 
7th produced Great Grey Shrike 
at Morden Bog, two Snow  Bunting 
at West Bexington and Yellow-
browed Warbler on Hengistbury 
a l so a Lap land Bun t ing on 
Portland. The 13th saw  Black 
Brant at Butterstreet Cove and 
the appearance of a Dusky 
Warbler at Portland Castle which was seen again next day with the 
Black Brant at Ferrybridge, Pallas's Warbler at the Naval Cemetery 
Verne Common and a Siberian Chiffchaff at Durlston. On the 18th 
the report of the day possibly the month was from Portland of  a 
Stellar's Eider flying past the Bill, A Great Bustard flew  by Durlston 
presumably one of the Salisbury Plain reintroduction scheme birds 
and the second county record of  the year of  Dusky Warbler this time 
from Winspit Valley. We had to wait until the 24th for the next 
scarcity when a Little Auk passed Portland Bill. Next day 25th a Grey 
Phalarope was at Mudeford Quay and on the 26th a single Waxwing 
was seen at Portland Bill.  On the 28th four White Storks were 
reported flying over Bournemouth Eastcliff  at 10.12a.m. The last day 
of the Month saw  the counties third Dusky Warbler of the year being 
found at West Bexington and a White-rumped Sandpiper was found 
by Lorne Bissel at Longham Lakes which stayed for around ten 
days.
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December
The White-rumped Sandpiper 
continued its stay while a Great 
W h i t e E g r e t w a s s e e n a t 
H e n g i s t b u r y a n d Wa x w i n g s 
similiarly to November were being 
reported in ones and twos but 
generally as flyovers or briefly 
resting in berryless trees. On the 
2nd a Glossy Ibis was seen 
circl ing over Longham Lakes 
before flying on into the Avon 
Valley.  Great Grey Shrikes continued to be seen at Combe Heath, 
Morden Bog and later in the month at Wyke Down. The Snow  Bunting 
remained at West Bexington and another was found at Ferrybridge on 
the 7th. On the 8th five Waxwings were found at Christchurch with two 
there again on the 10th at Two-Riversmeet. Next day there were five 
at Tolpuddle which stayed a few  days. On the 18th two Velvet Scoter 
turned up and took residence in Portland Harbour. A redhead Smew 
was at Longham Lakes on the 21st; On the same day a Whooper 
Swan and a Pink-footedGoose were at Holmebridge in the Lower 
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Frome Valley both staying into the New  Year.  On the 26th a Black 
Guillemot went past Portland Bill.
January
 
Ring-billed Gull at Lodmoor and 
the Glossy Ibis that had been 
roving the Avon Valley put in an 
appearance at Stanpit Marsh and 
the Spoonb i l l numbers had 
reached 15 in Poole Harbour. The 
9th saw  the first real flock of 
Waxwing being seen with twenty 
two at Eyebridge and twelve in 
Dorchester. Then twenty four 
stayed a few  days in Lytchett Matravers and a Siberian Chiffchaff was 
found along with several Common Chiffchaff behind PC World Poole.  
From the 18th a very wintery cold spell which gave us a few  days of 
snow  brought a number of cold weather movements over several 
days.  There were large numbers of Golden Plover, Lapwing, Snipe, 
Skylark, winter thrushes andWoodpigeon with lesser numbers of 
Woodlark Jackdaw  and Rook moving into and through the county.  On 
the 23rd after a few  rumours and an article in the local press a 
Hoopoe was found in the Hamworthy - Turlin Moor area feeding on 
the front gardens and grass verges of  the estates. Next day 24th three 
Tundra Bean Geese were found at Longham Lakes along with two 
Bewick's Swan on the 25th.  A 
Glaucous Gull was seen briefly at 
C h r i s t c h u r c h o n 2 7 t h a n d 
presumingly the same juvenile 
bird was seen at West Bexington 
on 29th.

February
The Hoopoe was still giving all the 
local birders the run around at 
Hamworthy some having put in 
around fifteen hours looking for it 
before getting a sighting.  The Great Grey Shrike at Wyke Down was 
still being seen regularly and Short-eared Owl were still in the same 
area.  On the 7th a male Green-winged Teal was found in Holes Bay 
Upton Country Park and a Great White Egret was seen again at Wick 
Christchurch. On the 8th another surprising wintering species turned 
up in a Broadstone garden, an immature Common Rosefinch became 
an intermittent visitor to the garden feeders.
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Membership Subscriptions
  Please remember that your annual subscriptions are 
        due on the 1st January 2013. 

 The current rates are:

 Ordinary Membership  £15
 Joint/Family Membership  £18
 Student Membership  £10
 Junior Membership   £5
 Life membership   £200

 To join or renew your membership, please send your name 
 and address with the appropriate subscription to the 
 Membership Secretary :-

 Diana Dyer, 3 Osmay Road, Swanage, Dorset, BH19 2JQ
 E-mail:membership@dorsetbirds.org.uk
 Tel. 01929 421402  
 

Contacts
 Chairman Dorset Bird Club:- Neil Gartshore
 e-mail:- chairman@dorsetbirds.org.uk
 Tel:- 01929 552560

 Dorset County Recorder:- Kevin lane
 E-mail:- dorsetbirdclub@hotmail.com
 Tel. 07901 614629 

 Conservation Officer:- Jol Mitchell
 4 Gover Close, Ridge, Wareham, Dorset, BH20 3BU.
  e-mail:- jolmitchell@btinternet.com
 Tel:- 01929 552924 

 Newsletter Editor:- Nick Hull
 e-mail:- editor@dorsetbirds.org.uk
 Tel. 01202 620049

 Dorset Bird Club Website:- 
 http://www.dorsetbirds.org.uk/#

 Dorset Birds Sighting Blog
 http://www.dorsetbirds.blogspot.co.uk/

mailto:membership@dorsetbirds.org.uk
mailto:membership@dorsetbirds.org.uk
mailto:chairman@dorsetbirds.org.uk
mailto:chairman@dorsetbirds.org.uk
mailto:dorsetbirdclub@hotmail.com
mailto:dorsetbirdclub@hotmail.com
mailto:jolmitchell@btinternet.com
mailto:jolmitchell@btinternet.com
mailto:editor@dorsetbirds.org.uk
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http://www.dorsetbirds.org.uk/#
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http://www.dorsetbirds.blogspot.co.uk
http://www.dorsetbirds.blogspot.co.uk
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