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From the Editor - Marcus Lawson !
I always thought of myself as a fairly competent birder but as with most things in 
life the older you get the more you realise how little you know! However, I 
believe around ten years or so ago my birding skills were greatly enhanced by 
two factors. The first of these was having a local patch within walking distance of 
home which I could firmly call my own. Full access to all areas, involvement in 
how it was managed (it was a working gravel extraction site) and most 
importantly, the documentation of just about every bird I saw helping to create a 
picture of how each species was faring. The second factor involved me taking on 
surveys and in particular those for the BTO Breeding & Winter Bird Atlas 
(2007-11). Again, this really hones your awareness of every bird that you see or 
hear. In the past I think I may have told myself not to register those singing 
Robin or Dunnock as they weren’t going to make it into my notebook and life’s 
too short to count Coot isn’t it! Wrong. What happens when there is no Robin or 
Dunnock to ignore and how will we know without the historic data built up over 
time with which to compare it to? !
These two factors in my birding life also led me to do something which 
previously I had been very poor at, namely submitting my records to the county 
recorder via Birdtrack. This not only provides a county view of how our birds are 
doing but also a national one. If you don’t already use Birdtrack please take the 
time to have a look here http://www.bto.org/volunteer-surveys/birdtrack/about 
Breeding data for common garden species is especially thin on the ground so 
this is particularly welcomed. !
One thing is for sure, I still have plenty to learn as a birder but I am definitely a 
happier birder now that my eyes (and ears!) have been opened more widely, and 
who knows, whilst counting Coot you may find that American interloper! !
This leads me on to something which I would like to see more of in Dorset – 
namely single species bird surveys. We all know that some species are 
disappearing rapidly such as Turtle Dove and we are acutely aware of the 
struggle they face to even reach these shores. But what about species such as 
Marsh Tit? Why are they in decline and what factors could this be attributed to? 
It takes time and precise organisation to undertake surveys so as to make sure 
as many areas are covered without duplication. That said, perhaps as a trial run, 
it would be great if you could get out to suitable Marsh Tit habitat over the next 
few months as a recce for a full survey next year. Vast parts of Dorset seem to 
be birding no-go areas but I wonder what may be lurking in these potentially 
prosperous parts? Over the next few months I’m sure many of you will head up 
to Wyke Down to see the owl and harrier show. Before setting off why not have a 
look at the map and make a minor detour en route to check out a suitable-
looking piece of woodland? This paper on the subject of Marsh Tit decline is 
worth a read and provides some insights as to what the causes may be: http://
nora.nerc.ac.uk/1351/2/001351HinsleyIbis_MT07_accepted.pdf 
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If you are lucky enough to see Marsh Tit this winter please could you email 
admin@dorsetbirds.org.uk with the number of birds present, habitat details and 
a 6 figure grid reference, if possible. !
By now you should have received the 2012 Dorset Bird Report (if you were a 
member in 2012) but if you haven’t then please could you let me know. I’m 
hoping to get the 2013 report out before the end of the year assuming I can get 
to grips with the software package in which it is created – wish me luck! !
Lastly, around a third of the membership now receive this newsletter via email 
as a pdf file. This saves the club money on both printing costs & postage and 
you benefit by receiving it sooner than if it were posted. The quality of the photos 
is far better as well as all being in colour and you are able to click on the links 
rather than type them in manually. If you would like to receive a pdf copy of the 
newsletter then let me know by email admin@dorsetbirds.org.uk Please also 
specify if you would like to receive it as a 3mb file (higher resolution) or 1mb file 
(still ok but photos not as sharp). !!
Guided Walks Programme !
Sunday 22nd November 2015 
Hartland Moor & Middlebere  09:30 – all day. !
Park by the side of the road near the entrance track to Middlebere Farm           
(SY 963853). 
Category B. 
  
Sunday 13th December 2015 
Tarrant Rushton Airfield  09:30 – morning only. !
Meet at the Airfield War Memorial on the Witchampton / Tarrant Rushton Road 
(ST 950061). 
Category A. !
Sunday 10th January 2016 
Bird Crawl  09:30 – 15:00 approx. !
Just for fun, a more sedate version of a bird race. How many species can you 
find around Upton Country Park and Holes Bay? 
Meet in the car park at the entrance to Upton Country Park (SY 991932). 
Category A – but can be muddy in places. !
More winter walks to be announced, please check http://www.dorsetbirds.org.uk/
#/our-events/4545535406 for updates.
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DORSET HIGHLIGHTS - JULY TO OCTOBER INCLUSIVE !
The majority of the following records have been taken from the Dorset Bird Club 
sightings page http://dorsetbirds.blogspot.co.uk/ and inclusion here does not 
constitute acceptance by the relevant rarity panel. This is not an exhaustive list 
& if you notice any errors or omissions please email admin@dorsetbirds.org.uk  !
Please continue to email sightings to dorsetbirdclub@hotmail.com and you can 
help further by submitting your records to Birdtrack http://app.bto.org/birdtrack/
main/data-home.jsp  - breeding records of ALL species are especially 
welcomed. !
WILDFOWL 
Black Brant 1 Wyke Regis on 15th October. 
Egyptian Goose 63 at Coward’s Marsh on 28th August constitutes a new Dorset 
record. 
Mandarin 1 Christchurch Harbour on 16th August. 
Wigeon first of the period were 2 at Stanpit Marsh on 26th August. 
Garganey 1 Stanpit on 4th & 5th July, drake Lytchett Bay 11th July, singles at 
Lodmoor on 23rd August, Brownsea Lagoon & Christchurch Harbour on 29th 
August, 3 Stanpit the following day.  
Scaup ♂ Abbotsbury Swannery from 4th August joined by ♀ type from 27th 
October. 
Eider 1 past Durlston CP on 17th September. 
Long-tailed Duck 1 Abbotsbury from 30th October. 
Common Scoter 52 past Portland on 10th July, c60 past Abbotsbury Beach on 
19th July, 11 past Hengistbury Head on 6th August, 2 ♂ Holes Bay from 24th until 
27th October. 
Velvet Scoter 1 past Hengistbury Head on 30th October with 6 past Durlston CP 
the next day. 
Red-breasted Merganser first returning birds were 3 off Furzey Island on 16th 
October. 
Goosander 3 over Christchurch Harbour on rather unseasonal date of 31st July. !
GALLIFORMES to HERONS 
Quail 1 heard at Durlston CP on 17th July. 
Red-throated Diver 1 off Hengistbury Head on 23rd September, 1 past Durlston 
on 7th October and 2 off Poole Quay on 25th October. 
Great Northern Diver 2 past Portland Bill on 29th October. 
Black-necked Grebe 1 Longham Lakes from 4th July until 20th August, 4 
Studland Bay 28th September rising to 8 on 8th October, 2 Portland Harbour on 
28th October. 
Sooty Shearwater singles past Portland Bill on 21st September & 24th October. 
Manx Shearwater peak count of period was 125 past Portland Bill on 31st July. 
Balearic Shearwater 11 Portland Bill 27th July, 3 Hengistbury Head 26th July, 
c150 Portland Bill 28th August, 3 Hengistbury Head 6th August, 
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14 Durlston CP 23rd August, 2 Pilot’s Point (Studland Bay) 21st August, 9 West 
Bexington 11th September, 12 Portland Bill 14th September, 1 Portland Bill 29th 
October. 
Bittern singles at Radipole Lake 12th & 23rd September and 1st October, 
Lodmoor from 3rd October, Priory Marsh (Christchurch Harbour) 8th & 11th 
October, Wick Hams 14th October, Stanpit 27th October. 
Storm Petrel 2 trapped at Portland Bill on 10th July, 1 Chesil Cove & 2+ off 
Portland Bill on 15th September. 
Cattle Egret a British record flock of 22 spent the afternoon on Coward’s 
Marsh on 30th August with 2 present the next day. Two at Stanpit from 1st – 3rd 
September and 5 flew over Longham Lakes on 2nd September. 1 Abbotsbury 
Swannery from 26th September to 6th October. 
Great White Egret were on the River Avon floods near Sopley on 30th & 31st 
August, Lodmoor 1st & 17th September then over Tidmoor Range on the latter 
date. Brand’s Bay on 3rd September then seen widely around Poole Harbour 
throughout the period with 2 at Middlebere on 20th October. 1 Spetisbury from 
2nd  October and 1 Wyke Regis 22nd October 
BLACK STORK 1 appeared late afternoon 8th August in Arne/Middlebere/
Wytch and again until mid-morning the following day in the same area although 
it was often hard to locate. It was then seen on the 11th over Portland and 
Weymouth before continuing west via Abbotsbury Swannery to West 
Bexington, where it roosted, before departing west again at 9am on the 12th. 

Glossy Ibis 2 over Wey Valley, Lodmoor on 10th October then later seen over 
Abbotsbury Swannery. 
Spoonbill 5 Middlebere 9th July, 13 Brownsea Lagoon 25th August. The 6th 
October finally saw the number of Spoonbill break the 50 barrier in Poole 
Harbour when 53 were at Shipstal Point, Arne. Two days later a UK record of 
60 birds was recorded when 32 were on Brownsea Lagoon whilst 28 were also 
present at the same time at Shipstal Point. !
RAPTORS TO COOT 
Honey Buzzard 1 over Wyke, Portland on 2nd September, 1 over Wick Fields 
on 12th September and Broadcroft Quarry on 13th October. 
Red Kite wanderers included 1 over Penn Hill (Poole) on 31st July, 1 over 
Lodmoor 29th September and singles over Brownsea Island & Boyshill on 17th 
October. 
Hen Harrier 1 over Winspit on 16th September, male Godlingston Heath on 18th
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September, Lytchett Bay on 9th October and Butterstreet Cove on 15th October. 
Osprey 1 Corfe Castle 9th July, 1st Poole Harbour bird of the autumn was in 
Wareham Channel on 14th July then in August at least 5 were seen at Arne on 
19th, 1 over Fleetsbridge (Poole) on 15th August, singles in Christchurch 
Harbour on 17th, 20th, 29th & 31st August with 4 on 5th September, 1 Blacknor 
18th August, 1 Maiden Castle 27th August, 1 Portland on 30th August, 1 Portland 
Harbour 1st September, 1 Abbotsbury from 4th September until 29th September, 
1 Longham Lakes 7th September, 1 Hazelbury Bryan on 30th September. Last 
of the year was at Arne on 12th October. 
Merlin first of the autumn was over East Bexington on 9th September then 
further birds were recorded from Milborne St. Andrew, Ferrybridge, Longham 
Lakes, Hartland Moor, Lodmoor, Christchurch Harbour, Durlston CP, Dungy 
Head (2 on 18th October), Rushcombe Valley and Glebelands. !!!!!!!
Hobby last of the year 
was seen over Arne 
Moors on 29th October. !!!!!!!!!
Corncrake singles seen briefly in Suckthumb Quarry on 2nd October and at the 
Bill on the 13th. !
WADERS 
Crane 2 over Portland on 12th October. 
Stone Curlew 1 seen twice on 13th August between West Bexington & 
Cogden. 
Little Ringed Plover 5 Lytchett Fields 8th July, 4 Lodmoor 31st July, 1 
Ferrybridge 1st August. 1 Hengistbury Head 8th August with 2 in Christchurch 
Harbour on 12th August. Last of the year was in Christchurch Harbour on 21st 
September. 
Ringed Plover 86 in Christchurch Harbour on 24th August when there was also 
a site record of 63 at Brand’s Bay. 150 were at Ferrybridge on 21st September. 
Kentish Plover 1 Preston Beach (Weymouth) 3rd August and a juv on 
Brownsea Lagoon on 1st September.  



Golden Plover 1 Crouch Hill (Christchurch Harbour) 17th -28th July then 2 in the 
harbour on 12th August. 25 at West Lulworth on 18th October, 50 at West 
Bexington on 31st October when 6 also flew over Durlston. 
Grey Plover 1 Christchurch Harbour 10th August rising to 4 on 12th. 
Knot single breeding plumaged birds in July on Brownsea Lagoon 21st & 
Brand’s Bay 25th. Stanpit recorded birds on 1st, 2nd & 8th August with 2 in 
Christchurch Harbour on 12th August. A count of 22 in Lytchett Bay on 16th 
September was noteworthy. 
Sanderling in July 5 at Ferrybridge on 20th followed by 4 at Mudeford Quay on 
22nd. 45 at Ferrybridge on 2nd August 
Little Stint singles in August were at Hengistbury Head 8th, Ferrybridge on 14th, 
Christchurch Harbour 18th, Lynch Cove (The Fleet) on 21st, Stanpit & 
Ferrybridge 22nd with 2 at the latter on 25th, Lytchett Fields (2) 23rd – 30th and 
Lodmoor on 24th. 1 Brownsea Lagoon 1st September with 2 on 9th & 12th, 1 
Stanpit on 4th September and 2 at Ferrybridge on 8th & 12th September. 1 
Abbotsbury 12th September. Singles on Lytchett Fields on 16th September and 
from 25th – 27th September. 
Curlew Sandpiper 1 west past Hengistbury Head on 7th August, Ferrybridge 8th 
August, 2 Christchurch Harbour 11th August, 1 Brownsea Lagoon 29th August & 
14th September, 1 Middlebere 6th September, 1 Lytchett Fields 16th - 20th 
September. 
Purple Sandpiper 3 Lyme Regis on 12th September, 8 Hengistbury Head 30th 
October. 
Buff-breasted Sandpiper 1 arrived at White Nothe, RIngstead, on 17th 
September and delighted admirers until 21st. 
Ruff 1 Morden Bog 3rd July, 1 Lytchett Fields from 5th August with 3 present on 
17th August and 4 on 27th August with 1 lingering to 14th September. 8 in 
Christchurch Harbour 30th August, 1 Lodmoor 12th August with 2 on 15th and 3 
on 17th & 4 on 29th. 1 in Brand’s Bay on 18th August was unusual there. 3 at 
Ferrybridge on 24th August. Last bird of the autumn was 1 on Lytchett Fields on 
23rd October. 
Jack Snipe singles in October were at Abbotsbury Swannery on 11th and 
Stanpit on 27th. 
Snipe first returning birds were 5 on Lytchett Fields 26th July. 
Black-tailed Godwit 1200 at Middlebere on 29th September was the 
highest count during the period under review. 
Whimbrel 17 Stanpit Marsh 16th July when also 5 in Brand’s Bay, peak of 8 at 
the latter site on 8th August. 
Common Sandpiper peak site counts as follows: 7 Morden Bog 4th July, 2 
Longham Lakes 21st July, 19 Stanpit 23rd July, 5 Brand’s Bay 25th July, 6 
Lodmoor 31st July, 16 Brownsea Lagoon 1st August, 8 Holes Bay 8th August, 12 
Abbotsbury Swannery 14th August, 6 Lytchett Fields 22nd August. 
Green Sandpiper peaks of 4 Lodmoor 25th July, 1 Milborne St Andrew on 29th 
July, 1 West Bexington 31st July, 5 over Hengistbury Head on 7th August and 18 
Lytchett Fields 11th August. 
Wood Sandpiper singles Stanpit 8th & 13th July and 8th – 13th August, Lodmoor 
25th July- 1st August with 2 birds on 4th August. Lytchett Fields 1 on 11th & 15th
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August then 4 on 17th August with 5 next day 1 lingering to 20th September. 2 in 
Christchurch Harbour on 21st August. 2 West Bexington on 26th August. !!!!!!
Spotted Sandpiper 
1 was in a private 
a r e a o f C h a r d 
Junction GPs on 24th 
& 25th October. !!!!!!!
Spotted Redshank highest count was 18 Brownsea Lagoon 13th October. 
Greenshank peaks of 7 Lytchett Fields 15th July, 3 Lodmoor 19th July, 16 
Brownsea Lagoon 1st August, 1 Ferrybridge 24th August and 7 Christchurch 
Harbour 26th August. 
Grey Phalarope Singles Chesil Cove on 15th September and Abbotsbury 
Swannery on 17th & 18th September.  !
SKUAS TO TERNS 
Pomarine Skua singles past Portland Bill 12th July, 10th & 25th August. 
Arctic Skua 12 past Portland Bill on 25th August was the highest count of the 
autumn. 
Long-tailed Skua 1 past Portland Bill on 6th October. 
Great Skua peak count was 7 past Durlston CP on 26th August. 
Little Gull 1 at Ferrybridge on 16th July, 1 Mudeford Quay 13th & 21st August 
and nearby Fisherman’s Walk on 26th August. 
Mediterranean Gull 231 were counted at Lodmoor on 16th July when there was 
also 76 in Christchurch Harbour, two days later 75 were at Ferrybridge & 29 
were in Brand’s Bay. A flock of at least 400 was seen at Herbury (The Fleet) on 
2nd October. 
Yellow-legged Gull juvenile at Portland Bill on 18th July, 2 Holes Bay 21st July, 1 
Christchurch Harbour and 2 on Lytchett Fields on 8th August, singles 
Christchurch Harbour & Portland on 10th August, 6 Holes Bay 13th August, 1 
Christchurch Harbour 31st August, 1 juvenile Middlebere 29th September. 
Caspian Gull adult at mouth of River Frome off Swineham Point in the evening 
of 14th August, 1 juvenile from Radipole VC on 12th September with another bird 
of the year off Mudeford Quay on 15th October. 
Little Tern 9 in Christchurch Harbour 27th July, singles on 21st September in

7



8

Brand’s Bay and Mudeford Quay with 2 at the latter site the next day. 
Black Tern 1 off Hengistbury Head 26th July, 1 Christchurch Harbour 11th 
August, 2 Studland 15th August, 1 Mudeford Quay 21st August  with 3 on 23rd 
and 2 on 25th, 1 Ferrybridge 24th August, 1 Hengistbury Head 26th August, 1 
Swineham GPs 28th August, 1 Lodmoor 13th September, 1 Brand’s Bay 18th 
September, 1 Mudeford Quay 22nd September. 
Sandwich Tern minimum of 105 fledged on Brownsea Lagoon. 
Common Tern 85 Stanpit 16th August was only notable count of the autumn. 
Roseate Tern 1 Christchurch Harbour 8th August, 1 Stanpit 15th August, 1 past 
Hengistbury Head on 26th August. 
Arctic Tern 1 Christchurch Harbour 26th July, 1 Brand’s Bay 14th August, 2 
Mudeford Quay 22nd August, 4 past Hengistbury Head 26th August, 8 
Christchurch Harbour 31st August, 2 Mudeford Quay 18th September. Last of the 
year were singles off Portland Bill and Mudeford Quay on 24th September. !
AUKS TO WOODPECKERS 
Black Guillemot 1 in Chesil Cove on 27th July. 
Turtle Dove 1 Weston 2nd July, 1 Wick Fields 17th August, 1 Stanpit 5th 
September, 1 in a Bournemouth garden on 18th October. 
Ring-necked Parakeet 1 at Hengistbury Head on 16th August. 
Long-eared Owl 1 Christchurch Harbour 30th September, 1 Portland Bird Obs 
13th October, 1 Lodmoor 22nd October. 
Short-eared Owl 1 Portland Bill 30th August, singles at Portland Bill and 
Christchurch Harbour on 28th September, 2 Portland Bill 2nd October, 1 Arne 
Moors 9th October, 2 Herbury Gore 11th October, on the 15th October there were 
at least 7 around Portland Bill with 2 at Durlston and singles at Abbotsbury and 
Cogden Beach. 2 Christchurch Harbour, 2 Portland and 1 at Wyke Regis all on 
20th October. 
Nightjar on 17th September migrants were at Barleycrates Lane (Portland), 
West Lulworth and South Haven (2), 1 Portland Bird Obs on 12th October. 
Swift last of year was at Durlston CP on 7th October. 
Bee-eater singles heard over Stanpit on 7th July and Durlston CP on 9th July 
then 2 over Easton on 10th July. 1 Portland Bird Obs 16th July, 2 Weston 19th 
July, 1 heard over Hengistbury Head 29th August. 
Hoopoe 1 Longham Lakes flew north on 9th July, 1 Portland Obs then the 
Higher Light on 7th September & probably the same bird at Blacknor on 9th, 1 in-
off the sea at Portland Bill on 2nd October. 
Wryneck 1 Wyke Regis 16th August, 1 Southwell 22nd August, 1 Higher Light, 
(Portland) on 26th & 27th August, 1 Ringstead Bay 29th August, singles 
Hengistbury Head & Portland Bill on 30th August (the latter until 6th September), 
Durlston CP and Acton on 1st September, Coombefield Quarry, Hengistbury 
Head & Charmouth on 4th September, 1 Osmington Mills 7th September, 
Hengistbury Head and east of Osmington Mills on 11th September, Hengistbury 
Head and Portland Bill on 13th September, 4 around Portland on 16th September 
and singles at Hengistbury Head (until 20th) and Middlebere the next day. 
Singles West Bexington 18th September & Hengistbury Head 26th September. 



LARKS TO WHEATEARS 
Woodlark 2 over Durlston CP on 11th October, 1 Hengistbury Head 14th October, 
1 at the Grove (Portland) on 28th October. The 31st October saw 4 over Durlston 
CP, 2 over Portland Bill and 2 over East Bexington. 
Sand Martin highest count was 200 Hengistbury Head 17th September. A late 
bird was at Durlston CP on 25th October. 
Swallow 9400 were counted passing through Christchurch Harbour on 11th 
September as well as a sample count of 4000/hour over Durlston CP. 
Hengistbury Head logged 3000 on 17th September & 2000 on 26th September. 
5000 were counted past East Bexington on 27th September. On the 1st October 
2400 past Durlston with 1600 moving through Christchurch Harbour. Last big 
push was 6900 over Durlston CP on 10th October. 
House Martin 4500 over Hengistbury Head 17th September and 6000 on 26th 
September when 10000 were logged at East Bexington. 1st October saw counts 
of 1200 & 1100 respectively over Christchurch Harbour and Durlston CP. As with 
Swallow the 10th October saw good numbers over Durlston CP when 4100 
headed for sunnier climes. 
Richard’s Pipit 1 over Durlston CP on 17th September, 1 Stanpit on 17th 
October and 1 over Dunshay Woods near Langton Matravers on 25th October. 
OLIVE-BACKED PIPIT 1 sound recorded over Ballard Down on 12th October. 1 
trapped and ringed at Portland Bird Obs on 13th October and seen nearby the 
next day. One was then in the Foundry Close area of Portland on 18th October. 
Tree Pipit 3 at Hengistbury Head on 7th August, 12 over Hengistbury Head on 
19th August, 40+ over Durlston CP on 25th August. The 16th September 
witnessed good passage of birds with 20 over Portland, 18 over Brownsea, 9 
over South Haven and 4 over Winspit. 
Meadow Pipit 850 over Hengistbury Head on 17th September with 2300 on 23rd 
September, 1700 on 26th September. 1200 over Christchurch Harbour on 1st 
October. 
Water Pipit 1 on Priory Marsh on 7th October and then again from 22nd October,
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1 in the Wytch Channel on 25th October and 1 in Lytchett Bay on 30th October. 
Yellow Wagtail First decent movement was on 28th August with 40+ at Portland, 
11 at Studland and 5+ at Swineham, then 55 the next day in Christchurch 
Harbour. At least 40 were on Hartland Moor on 8th September. 
Grey Wagtail 15 over South Haven on 16th September with 12 over Hengistbury 
Head the following day. 
Nightingale singles Christchurch Harbour 9th August, Portland Bill 28th August 
and 4th September. 
Bluethroat 1 trapped and ringed at Lytchett Bay on 29th August. 
Redstart 1 juv at Blandford on 9th July, 1 Lulworth Camp on 15th July, 2 at 
Hengistbury Head on 7th August when 1 was also at Middlebere. 7 around Arne 
RSPB on 6th September, 8 were around Portland on 16th September. Last bird of 
year was at Portland Castle from 26th – 29th October. 
Whinchat 1 Christchurch Harbour 8th August was first of autumn. 35 around 
Portland on 16th September where there were 40 the following day as well as 7 
at Abbotsbury Swannery, 4 at both Hengistbury Head & Middlebere and 3 at 
Stanpit. 4 at Martinstown on 12th October were last of the autumn. 
Wheatear peak counts of 40 Portland 24th August, 50 Christchurch Harbour 1st 
September rising to 75 the day after. !
THRUSHES TO STARLINGS 
Ring Ouzel 1 Hengistbury Head on 28th September was first report of autumn 
with scattered singles thereafter with the only decent arrival being on 12th 
October when 5 were at Hengistbury Head, 2 on Portland and singles at 
Lulworth and Durlston CP  
Grasshopper Warbler 2 Hengistbury Head 27th July, 3 trapped and ringed at 
Durlston CP on 30th July, with a further 3 the next day when also singles at 
Lytchett Bay and West Bexington. 6 were trapped and ringed at Lytchett Bay on 
7th August as were 8 on 23rd August. A late bird was in the Winspit valley on 28th 
October.  
Sedge Warbler only notable count was 35 at Stanpit on 23rd July. 
PADDYFIELD WARBLER trapped and ringed in the north of the county on 26th 
September and was reportedly present the next day, the second county record. 
Melodious Warbler singles in August at South Haven on 11th, Lytchett Bay on 
14th, Swanage & Portland on 20th and Portland Bill on 29th & 30th. 
Blackcap 42 at Hengistbury Head on 7th August and 200+ at Hengistbury Head 
on 17th September represented the highest counts received. 
Garden Warbler 8 Hengistbury Head 7th August was the best of the autumn. 
Barred Warbler 1 Culverwell on 3rd & 4th September. 
Whitethroat 65 Hengistbury Head 7th August with 50+ there on 17th September. 
Pallas’s Warbler on the 28th October singles were at Durlston CP, Southwell 
(until the 30th), Worth Matravers (until the 30th) and Winspit (until 29th).  A new 
bird was trapped and ringed at Portland Bird Obs on 31st October. 
Yellow-browed Warbler 1 in Ashtree Meadows (Christchurch) on 24th 
September (earliest Dorset record) with 1 at Portland Bird Obs the next day. 
Singles were at Wyke Regis on 28th September and in Christchurch Harbour on
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30th September. In October birds were seen as follows: Lodmoor, South Haven, 
Portland (2) on 2nd, Portland (4) on 3rd, Portland (3), Arne, Durlston and 
Hengistbury Head on 4th, Broadstone on 6th, Portland (3) on 8th with 5 the next 
day as well as singles at Longham Lakes and Wyke Regis. On the 14th 2 were 
on Portland with further birds at Hengistbury Head and Moreton tearooms. 1 was 
at Abbotsbury on 15th. Further singles were at Southwell and Arne RSPB on 19th 
with another at Longham Lakes on 20th when two were at Durlston CP. On 21st 
two were on Portland and one was at Abbotsbury the next day. One was at 
Weymouth Trinity church on 23rd with singles in a Langton Matravers garden and 
at Durlston CP on 24th. The 25th saw birds at Hengistbury Head, Lodmoor and 
Langton Herring and on the 26th two new birds were found on Portland with 
another at Longham Lakes. Lulworth Camp got in on the act on 29th and on the 
30th one was along the Rodwell Trail (Weymouth) with another at Southwell 
School. On the 31st singles were at Durlston CP, The Hump (Portland) and 
Abbotsbury. 
Hume’s Warbler 1 was seen and heard near the castle in Durlston CP on 31st 
October. 
Western Bonelli’s Warbler 1 trapped and ringed at Portland Obs on 22nd 
August then what was presumably the same bird was caught again on 26th. 
Wood Warbler singles Hengistbury Head 7th August, Portland Bill 11th August & 
16th September. 
Chiffchaff only decent count received was of 204 around Christchurch Harbour 
on 25th September. A Siberian Chiffchaff was at Blacknor on 13th October with 
another at Pennsylvania Castle on 26th October. 
Willow Warbler 130 at Hengistbury Head on 7th August was the best day of the 
autumn. 
Firecrest the largest count for the period under review was 8 around Arne RSPB 
on 14th October. 
Spotted Flycatcher 6 were in Upton CP on 14th August. A post breeding flock of 
at least 20 were on Great Ovens Heath on 27th August. 8 Greenlands Farm 2nd 
September, 20+ around Arne on 6th September, 15 Portland on 16th September. 
Pied Flycatcher 1 Thorncombe (west Dorset) on 22nd July, 1 trapped and ringed 
in a Ferndown garden on 3rd August. 2 in Upton CP on 14th August when also 1 
at Swineham GPs. Four around Portland on 17th August with 6 there on 2nd 
September. 
Red-breasted Flycatcher 1 at Portland Bird Obs on 19th October. 
Coal Tit birds of the continental race ater were seen at several sites from the 
27th October including 5 around Portland on that date. 
Marsh Tit 1 near Moonfleet Manor Hotel on 4th October was a very good local 
record. 
Red-backed Shrike singles Durdle Dor on 4th September, Greenlands Farm 
(Studland) briefly on 11th September, Portland Bill on 11th October and 
Suckthumb Quarry from 14th – 19th. 
Great Grey Shrike 1 in the Barn Field (Christchurch) on 18th October. 
Raven an exceptional count of 19 over Christchurch Harbour on 28th August. 
Rose-coloured Starling 1 juv at Portland Bill on 30th August moving to Reap 
Lane the following day.
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SPARROWS TO BUNTINGS 
Tree Sparrow 2 over South Haven & 1 over Durlston CP on 12th October and 1 
flew over Overcombe car park the following day. 
Brambling 20 over Durlston CP on 23rd October and at least 5 frequented the 
feeders in the car park at Arne RSPB towards the end of October. 25 over 
Hengistbury Head and 12 over East Bexington on 31st October. 
Serin one was at Portland Bird Obs on 19th & 20th October. 
Goldfinch 450 over Hengistbury Head on 23rd September, 30th September saw 
950 pass through Christchurch Harbour and 700 over South Haven. 1st October 
witnessed the biggest day with 1500 through Christchurch Harbour and 1400 
over Durlston CP. 
Siskin 131 flew over Hengistbury Head on 5th September which was the 
precursor of an unprecedented autumn movement culminating in what was 
briefly a UK day record of 2423 over South Haven on 16th September (4520 
were logged at Sandwich Bay Bird Obs on 17th September). 
Linnet a single flock of 100 in Winspit valley was noteworthy. On 23rd 
September 500 moved over Hengistbury Head with 450 logged at East 
Bexington and 100+ at Lodmoor. The 11th October witnessed 3010 over 
Durlston CP whilst 820 overflew Hengistbury Head. Further counts included 
1530 over East Bexington, 655 over Durlston CP and 430 over Hengistbury 
Head on 31st October. 
Twite 1 east over Durlston CP on 31st October. 
Lesser Redpoll 17 over South Haven on 16th September, 29 over Hengistbury 
Head on 17th September, 71 over Hengistbury Head on 23rd September and 51 
on 11th October and lastly, 33 over Hengistbury Head on 31st October. 
Crossbill 2 over Durlston CP and 1 over Wick on 18th July then 2 over Priory 
Marsh on 22nd July. 24 flew over Studland on 1st August, 12 East Bexington on 
22nd September, 1 Lodmoor 23rd September & 17 South Haven on 1st October. 



On 11th October 12 flew over Durlston CP, 13 over South Haven and 15 over 
Glebelands. 10 over Ringstead on 13th October, 27 over Durlston CP on 24th 
October and finally 20 over Durlston CP on 31st October. 
Common Rosefinch 1 at Portland Bill on 7th July. 
Hawfinch 1 over Hengistbury Head on 24th September and South Haven on 2nd 
October, over Arne RSPB on 6th with another over Durlston CP the following 
day. The 19th October saw singles over Shapwick & Arne RSPB then 1 over 
Durlston on 25th October. 
Lapland Bunting singles over Lodmoor on 28th September, Barleycrates Lane 
on 30th September, Hengistbury Head on 11th October, Lytchett Bay on 19th 
October, Durlston on 21st October, Tidmoor Range on 26th and Durlston CP on 
27th October. 
Snow Bunting 1 over South Haven on 1st October. 
Ortolan Bunting singles at Portland Bill on 4th, 10th September & 28th 

September and at Winspit on 29th September. 
Little Bunting singles at Portland Bill on 9th September, Hengistbury Head on 
4th October and Portland Bill on 13th & 30th October. 
Reed Bunting 75 over Hengistbury Head on 23rd September and 68 over there 
on 31st October. !

The Magic of Visible Migration 
In the late 90s, I spent a few Autumns birding at Durlston. What always 
impressed me was the numbers of Finches moving east along the coast 
through the park. In those days, I used to watch from the top of the moat. 
Durlston's visible migration (Vis Mig) is now much better understood & Durlston 
is the most impressive Vis Mig site in Dorset, if not on the South Coast. 

However, in the last 15 years, I have deserted Durlston in favour of Studland & 
Ballard Down as my local patch, just for the overall variety of species that this 
new patch has to offer. Fortunately, it still has some good Vis Mig viewpoints 
with the two most interesting sites being South Haven & Ballard Down. My 
favourite is South Haven, but despite being only a couple of miles away the Vis 
Mig at Ballard Down is quite different. 

As its name suggests Vis Mig is the counting of species on visible migration. 
This is nearly always the common species that we see as we watch our local 
patches. A lot of Pipits & Wagtails, Thrushes, Finches & other species like to 
migrate in flocks during the morning. Typically, Thrushes which have already 
been moving at night will keep moving for an hour or two after dawn. In 
comparison, the diurnal Vis Mig species tend to start moving after dawn, with 
the peak numbers occurring between an hour after dawn for the next two or 
three hours. 

Since 2007, I've been watching South Haven, Studland. Often Graham 
Armstrong is also around & having a second pair of eyes & ears can be a real 
bonus, especially on a busy day. South Haven works well as birds on the move 
get concentrated as the Studland peninsula narrows close to the ferry. The best 
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overall Vis Mig viewpoint at South Haven is about 30 metres north of the South 
Haven pool, where a raised dune & Gorse bush providing a little bit of a 
windbreak. This provides a clear view on either side of the relatively narrow 
peninsula at this point. South Haven is best on a north or North Easterly wind. It 
can sometimes be OK on north-west or easterly winds but is generally a waste 
of time if the winds are between south-east & west. 

With the clear view, we have about 30 metres to identify birds before they are 
heading away. Sounds easy as many are calling & once you have learnt the 
flight calls (but note some species have different preferred calls when on the 
move to their normal flight calls when feeding e.g. Chaffinch). But it gets more 
complicated as birds are generally in a flock of 10 - 30 individuals. Graham & I 
tend to try to visually check all the individuals in a flock. Experience has shown 
that while many flocks are one species, it isn't unusual to have a mixed flock of 
Finches. To compound things it might be the lone Goldfinch that is calling in a 
flock of 20 silent Linnets. If you only relied on call, then the end of the morning 
totals will be wrong. Just to make it a bit harder, several flocks will come along 
in rapid succession (all part of their Raptor avoidance strategy). 

On a good day at a South Haven there can be several hundred birds per hour 
on the move, all of which you are trying to identify & count. It can be quite 
difficult trying to work every individual out. Even after years of Vis Mig watching 
it is quite normal to end up failing to identify everything. 

Nearly all the individuals we see are common species. But if you are lucky, 
there may be a few scarcer species over the course of an autumn. This then 
presents its own challenges as unless you enjoy listening to flight call 
recordings as your preferred musical taste, then you only have 30 seconds or 
so to take in the flight views & call before the species has gone. The good 
birds on the move this autumn have been 2 Tree Sparrows (12th Oct) & 
several House Sparrows (12th & 20th Oct), a Hawfinch (2nd Oct) & a Snow 
Bunting   (seen by Graham on 1st Oct). We also had a Yellow-browed Warbler 
trying to cross the Poole Harbour mouth on 2nd Oct, but it gave up & 
disappeared back into the trees. As I write this, we are still both hoping for a 
Lapland Bunting, Twite or something rarer to go over, but the number of 
remaining days this autumn is rapidly running out. 

Two of the best days of this autumn were the 9th & 16th of September. On 
both of these dates, Siskin were on the move in unprecedented numbers. On 
the 9th, 888 Siskin moved north in less than 2 hours. On the 16th, 2071 Siskin 
moved north in 2 hours, with a further 352 noted moving before & after the 
timed count. The grand total of 2423 Siskin set a new UK Vis Mig record for 
this species. However, the following day, Sandwich Bay saw 4520 Siskin move 
that morning, so the record didn't last long. But both days were very exciting, 
especially, as the main Finch movement doesn't normally occur until October. 

There are a number of excellent & well watched Vis Mig sites in Dorset along  
the coastline e.g. Durlston, Hengistbury Head, Ballard Down, South Haven, 
Portland, Weymouth, West Bay & West Bexington. But I am sure there are
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many more out there waiting to be discovered. It can be a lot of fun & very 
rewarding to discover a new route. So why not have a look next autumn for a 
new Vis Mig location of your own.  

Vis Mig tends to occur along coastlines as birds prefer to fly over the land, 
rather than the sea (but they are happy to cut corners over water e.g. from 
Durlston towards Christchurch). Other Vis Mig routes following prominent 
features such as the 'Corfe ridge': the Downland ridge from Corfe which 
extends to Ballard Down. Birds on Vis Mig prefer to fly into the wind, a Force 
2-3 wind is ideal. I've found the movements are best when it is dry (but perhaps 
that is influenced more by the fact I can't be bothered to stand in the rain to see 
if the movement is continuing). Additionally, many species only move along a 
fairly narrow corridor & this can be quite tricky to work out, especially, as this 
corridor can change or stop completely, if the wind direction changes. 

Finally, if you are new to Vis Mig & you feel like having a go, then don't feel you 
have to identify every species. It just isn't possible. But you will get better with 
experience & it is a good way to get a new perspective on your local area. 

Steve Smith
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Review of The Birdwatcher’s Yearbook 2016 – 36th Edition !
I have to admit that I've never bought a copy of the Birdwatcher's Yearbook; I've 
always assumed that any information that I might need to plan a birding trip is 
available on the Internet.  And indeed it is, but despite the magic of the World 
Wide Web, we all know that googling information can be a frustrating 
experience, particularly if you live in one of those areas in Dorset where the 
broadband connection is rubbish!  !
The utility of the Yearbook is that it brings a wealth of very relevant information 
together in an immediately accessible form.  For example, say you're planning 
a trip to Norfolk for a couple of days.  The Yearbook will provide you with details 
of reserves, tides, sunset/sunrise times plus contact details for local birding and 
wildlife organisations should you wish to try and get some local input.  In total, 
there are details of around 370 UK bird and nature reserves.  There's also 
some more general information which I just found interesting, for example the 
Sea Areas used in the Met Office forecasts or a list of Schedule 1 species. !
In addition to serving as a font of knowledge, the Yearbook also functions as a 
book to leave in the loo with a series of short but informative articles which 
cover an eclectic mix including avoiding ticks (the blood sucking parasites, not 
the other kind which motivates so many of us!), birding apps and Turtle Dove 
migration.  For those birders addicted to paper recording, the Yearbook 
provides checklists for birds, butterflies and dragonflies plus loads of space for 
notes and diary entries. !
Publication of the Yearbook has recently been taken over by Neil Gartshore, 
formerly Dorset Bird Recorder and Bird Club Chairman.  Neil also runs Calluna 
Books so it's not surprising that the Yearbook includes a section on birding 
books.  Neil has brought his well known high standards to the compilation and 
production of the Yearbook.  !
I know the Yearbook has many regular fans who I'm sure will continue to be 
impressed by the wealth of information presented here.  But what about birders 
who haven't bought a copy before?  My advice would be buy a copy and see; 
for the price of a pint and a pub meal, you'll have something infinitely more 
useful!  !
The Yearbook costs £19.50 but can be purchased directly from Neil for £17.00 
(incl. postage). email: enquiries@callunabooks.co.uk or call 01929 552560 it 
can also be purchased online at www.callunabooks.co.uk !

Jol Mitchell
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A  STUDY OF HOUSE MARTINS AT CANFORD SCHOOL !
There has been a colony of House Martins nesting at Canford School, 
Wimborne for many years. The earliest I have discovered was in 1933 when the 
species was described as ‘abundant’, but without any details of breeding sites 
or numbers. 
Records of the school’s Natural History Society from 1962 to 1965 suggest that 
there were at least 65 nests on various buildings within the park, but no further 
regular counts were made until 1994. By that time the number of buildings 
occupied had dwindled to just four although the total number of occupied nests 
was usually still around 60, the main location being the Assembly Hall with over 
40 nests. A table is appended which details the counts from 1994 to 2015. 
Although I joined the staff in January 1980 I didn’t begin taking a particular 
interest in the House Martins until 1994 when I took them on as an RAS 
(Retrapping Adults for Survival) study, which is organised as a ringing project by 
the BTO. The aim of this is to catch as many breeding adults as possible at a 
particular site and compare these year on year. There are two methods I have 
used for catching the birds, which have been detailed recently in the BTO’s new 
Volunteer magazine. Basically, one is to erect a standard mistnet along the 
building to the height of the eaves prior to the roosting birds emerging soon 
after first light, while the other is to use a ‘butterfly net’ (made out of old 
mistnetting on a stiff loop of wire) attached to the end of a long pole. This can 
be presented to individual nests, again early in the morning. This latter method 
enables particular birds to be identified at specific nests. Neither of these 
methods is foolproof and in good years about 40% of adult breeding birds have 
been caught. The total of juveniles caught is much lower, never more than 15% 
of the probable number of fledged birds each year. One particular group of 
nests on the main school building has been especially difficult to catch at being 
about 25 feet up under an overhanging arch. There are nine nests close 
together and usually one only manages to catch less than 7 birds in a year. 
Imagine the joy when in the summer of 2008 scaffolding was erected at this 
place for painters to tackle window frames – a couple of early morning visits 
resulted in 28 birds being caught before the workmen arrived! As may be seen 
from the table of nest counts numbers of pairs declined markedly in 2002 to 
less than half of the previous totals. In the next ten years they stabilised and 
increased a little averaging about 35, but in 2013 the numbers crashed again to 
quite an alarming degree. For the last three years there have been no more 
than 12 pairs and this year they were all confined to one building – the 
Assembly Hall. The only (slightly) consoling thing is that the national trend has 
been downwards too so it isn’t just a Canford problem. Hopefully the BTO 
national survey in 2015-16 may shed some light on the situation. One rather 
strange thing has occurred in the last three years (2013-2015) in that the birds 
appear to have departed from the colony completely before mid-August, 
whereas in past years most remained feeding young in nests well into 
September and a few into October. This early departure seems to be a Canford 
issue as I have noted other nests in the local area still occupied through to 
September. As yet I can’t find a satisfactory explanation.
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The ringing results from the RAS study have been interesting. 608 adults and 
121 juveniles have been ringed in the 22 years. 147 individual birds have been 
recaptured at the site in years subsequent to first ringing and some of these 
have been caught several times over. The majority retrapped were adults, while 
juveniles are less frequently seen again, which shows that these birds are very 
site faithful once they find a suitable breeding location in their first year. Juvenile 
retraps in later years are less than a sixth of the adult totals. 
The two longest lived birds (or those retrapped over the longest period) were 
both females N185869  (ringed August 1997, last seen July 2002) and R300482 
(ringed July 2003, last seen July 2008), both surviving for over 5 years. Over the 
six seasons the latter bird was caught in four different locations – 2003 
Assembly Hall North, 2004 Assembly Hall South, 2007 Monteacute 
Housemaster’s house and 2008 Sanatorium. It wasn’t retrapped in 2005 and 
2006 but may well have been present and avoided being caught. Seven other 
birds have been retrapped four years after first ringing, only one of those 
(N185719) being caught in each of the intervening years. Another of those 
seven (J623306) was ringed in 1994 as a juvenile and only once retrapped in 
1998. One other female (V008808), although only being retrapped for 3 
consecutive years after ringing, was of particular interest as it was another 
example of moving to different locations each year. Ringed in 2008 at the high-
level arch (thanks to the scaffolding mentioned earlier), the following year she 
was on the Sanatorium, then next year on the north side of the Assembly Hall 
and finally in 2011 she had moved to the south side of the Hall. They obviously 
fancy a change of scene from time to time! 
Over the years 86 breeding pairs of birds have been caught from specific nests, 
although there are likely to have been more due to the mistnet method not 
enabling matching of birds to particular nests.  
There have been 11 instances of both adults and at least one of their offspring 
being caught, in four of which there were two juveniles. At some nests only 
juveniles were caught and at others just one adult and one young. For one nest, 
on the Sanatorium, I have a record of both adults in each year from 2007 to 
2012 (the only complete sequence recorded) and one female (T765394) used 
the nest in the first two years. Sadly the nest fell down after 2012 and has not 
been rebuilt. 
Although most House Martins are site faithful (i.e. return to the same colony) 
there seems to be little devotion to the same actual nest from year to year – just 
six birds were found to use the same nest in consecutive years. On four 
occasions within a season birds were caught later in a different nest from one in 
which they had previously been found. Each time this was in late August or 
September suggesting that they may have been using the second nest to roost 
in post-breeding, or possibly the bird had changed nests for a second brood.  
Eighteen individuals moved to a different nest in a subsequent year, while 
another 30 moved to a completely different building. Nine others changed sides 
of the Assembly Hall, but there was no preference for moving from north to 
south or vice versa. 
Eleven birds ringed as juveniles were retrapped when they returned to nest. 
None of them bred in the same nest that they were hatched in, but four nested
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on the same building, albeit on a different aspect. Only two of the 11 were 
caught more than one year after ringing, one being two years old and the other 
(T765392) retrapped in each of the following years. In those years it used three 
different nests on two different buildings, none of them the same as its natal 
location. A report involving ringing would hardly be complete without some 
reference to recoveries, but the only bird found again outside Canford Park did 
not travel very far. This was R007840 ringed as an adult female at an Assembly 
Hall nest on the 17th July 2002 and found dead having hit a window just over a 
month later at Little Canford just over a kilometre away.  
These have been fascinating little birds to study and it is just a pity that the 
colony has declined so significantly. Further ringing will, hopefully, continue but 
the information to be gained may be limited.

Roger Peart




