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EDITORIAL - George Green
Thanks to Robin: In March, Robin Trundle decided that it was the right time
for him to step down from being a Trustee and Committee Member of the Club.
He has been actively involved with the Club for many years - for example he has
helped with writing species accounts for the Dorset Bird Report, compiled the
Highlights section for the Newsletters and has helped with the Daily Sightings
blog. As a member of the Committee and a Trustee, Robin’s ideas, support and
words of wisdom, particularly during the past 12 months, have been much
appreciated. I know that he is particularly passionate about involving younger
birders actively within the Club. On behalf of the Trustees, Committee and
Membership I would like to thank Robin for his support and time.
I am pleased to announce that Richard Charman has agreed to replace Robin
as a Trustee, subject to formal approval at our next AGM.
Taking stock: During the past 12 months, we have undertaken a major
restructuring of the way that the Club operates so that we can continue to deliver
our main aims and activities. Building greater resilience into the way we operate
was, and remains, a key consideration. For the most onerous posts, spreading the
work load between different individuals and operating as teams seemed the only
sensible option. Details of some of these changes such as the County Recorder
role have been fully described in the previous Newsletter (March 2020). These
changes have contributed to the recent publication of the 2018 Bird Report. The
Bird Report Team supported by the County Recorder Team are now hard at work
with the aim of publishing the 2019 Bird Report by the end of the year.
Last year we became aware of the urgent need to transfer our website to a
new ‘platform’. This resulted in the launch of our new website on 1st June. More
work is needed to get the pages up-to-date and fully functional - this will be
ongoing over the coming months. The Club is indebted to Neil Gartshore for
project managing this major undertaking.
Covid 19 and the future: Due to the impact of Covid19, we had to cancel the
‘Young Birders’ Conference and our programme of Guided Walks. In addition,
we are also keen to use social media, notably Twitter, as a means of promoting
the Club. [See below] Once we �inally discover what the ‘new normal’ involves
post Covid19, we will seek to further develop and improve the Club’s activities
particularly with regard to young birders and supporting fellow wildlife and
bird groups operating within Dorset with surveys and projects.
Thanks to all: I would like take this opportunity on behalf of the Trustees to
thank the Committee and their teams for their enthusiasm and hard work over the
past 12 months and a big thank you to our members for your continuing support.
Dorset Bird Club
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June 2020 Conference – Cancelled
We were very sorry that we had to cancel the Conference due to have been held
on 20 June in Queen Elizabeth School, Wimborne. This was to be a ‘young birders’
takeover’, showcasing the talented young birders in and around Dorset, and
addressing the topic of Future Birding in a Changing World. When we planned
the event we didn’t realise how much changing the world would be doing!
The event was to have been supported by the Cameron Bespolka Trust and the
BTO, and would have broken new ground. We had a fantastic line-up of young
speakers: Club Committee member Alex Chapman was all set to talk about his
discovery of birding; Brittany Maxted of Birds of Poole Harbour was talking about
the Osprey translocation project; BBC Springwatch presenter Megan McCubbin
on the Wildlife rebellion she is leading with Chris Packham; Erin Taylor about
being Assistant Warden at Portland Bird Observatory; Thomas Weston on the
Poole Park Greylag Goose ringing project; and Joe Stockwell on rare birds in
Dorset. Luke Phillips of the RSPB and Nick Moran of the BTO were to be among
the session chairs. We had also arranged for stands by a wide range of particularly
relevant organisations, staffed by young people. What a shame for everyone!
We will de�initely rearrange the event when it is safe to do so, and will try to
secure as many of these speakers and chairs as possible. Hopefully, before the
end of this year we will be able to publicise a new date, and when it is rearranged
we look forward to welcoming all members, and plenty of guests. The event will
be free to young people under 25. Despite the postponement, when it does take
place it is sure to be a brilliant and unmissable event.
Grey Heron
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Guided Walks
Unfortunately another casualty of the lockdown was the guided walk
programme, with most of the walks since the new year having to be cancelled.
A break is usually taken in July and August before resuming walks in September.
At the time of writing we are still unsure of when the programme will resume keep your eye on the website for further details or contact:
walks@dorsetbirds.co.uk for an update.

RSPB Lodmoor

Follow us on Twitter?
During these strange and strained times many people are �inding social media
a valuable way of staying connected with the rest of humanity. Zoom
discussions with family and friends can not entirely replace the joy and solace
of face-to-face contact, but are a lot better than nothing. These days more and
more people are using Twitter too to share their news and interests.
In recent years the Club has substantially increased its presence on Twitter, and we
were very pleased to discover recently that our Twitter account has nearly 3,500
followers, and that the number following us is increasing by about 80 per month. We
have tried especially hard over recent weeks to keep up a �low of tweets and retweets
that we hope will be of interest to birdwatchers in Dorset, whatever their level of skill
and experience. During lockdown people seem to be enjoying sharing news and views
about nature and wildlife more than ever before, and probably feeling less isolated as
a result. A team of �ive now take turns to look after the Club’s Twitter account.
If you’re not very familiar with Twitter, you can see our tweets and retweets on
the home page of the Club’s website https://dorsetbirds.co.uk or you can easily
set up your own Twitter account on your computer/tablet and follow us direct.
The way most people use it, however, is by installing the Twitter app on their
smartphone, which works in just the same way. Whichever way you do it (and you
can use the same account on different appliances) it takes a few days to get the
hang of it, but after a while it becomes a quick and easy way of keeping in touch.
Why not give it a try? But please remember, if you want to report sightings it’s
best to submit direct to the Club as sightings noti�ied via Twitter can easily get
overlooked.
Dorset Bird Club

3

Dorset Bird Club - Sales
Just before the lockdown, we were donated a selection of books & British Birds
journals by the family of the late Gordon Hopkins - they are being sold to raise
funds for the Club. A number of items have already been sold, the remainder are
being advertised on the website and are listed below.
They are priced with a suggested donation but we are happy to accept offers
(higher or lower!) The items are located in Wareham and can be collected by
arrangement or they can be posted out (at an extra cost).
All items are in a used condition (some in better condition than others).
Please ask if you would like any further information about any of the items.
notes:
hbk = hardback
dw = dust wrapper

pbk = paperback
pic brds = picture board covers

BRITISH BIRDS - unbound (12 issues per year)
1947 to 1951 [small format]
1965, 1968, 1969
1971 to 1980
1981 to 1990
1991 to 1998

per year
per year
per year
per year
per year

2.00
2.00
2.50
3.00
3.00

1999 to 2009 [large format]
2010 to 2012

per year
per year

6.00
8.00

BRITISH BIRDS - bound, non-standard binding
jun 1924 - may 1925
jun 1925 - may 1926
jun 1931 - may 1932
1968

8.00
8.00
8.00
3.00

Barrett/Yonge
Bond,J
Brockie,K
Christian,G
Clark,JM/Eyre,JA
Clement,RC
Fisher,J
Gibbons,DW et al

2.00
2.00
3.00
2.00
5.00
2.00
2.00

Grant,PJ
Harris,A et al
Harris,A et al
Harrison,C
Harrison,P
Harrison,P
Hartert,E et al
4

Collins Pocket Guide to Sea Shore. 1965 rep, hbk/dw
Birds of the West Indies. 1985 5th ed, hbk/pic brds
Wildlife Sketchbook. 1981, hbk/dw
Down the Long Wind (migration). 1962 rep, hbk/dw
Birds of Hampshire. 1983, hbk/dw
The Living World of Audubon. 1975, hbk/dw
Thorburn's Birds. 1976, hbk/dw
The New Atlas of Breeding Birds in B&I: 1988-1991.
1994 2nd imp, hbk/dw
Gulls: a guide to identi�ication. 1986 2nd, hbk/dw
Macmillan Birder's Guide to European & ME Birds.
1996, hbk/dw
Macmillan FG to Bird Identi�ication. 1990 rep, hbk/dw
The History of Birds in Britain. 1988, hbk/dw
An Atlas of Birds of Western Palearctic. 1982, hbk/dw
Seabirds: an id guide (Helm). 1983 (1st), hbk/dw
A Handlist of British Birds. 1912, hbk/dw not issued
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5.00
6.00
18.00
8.00
3.00
1.00
5.00
8.00

Hayman et al
Hosking,E
Jonsson,L
Keble Martin,W
Kennedy,PG et al
Lambourne,M
Lewington,I et al
LPO
Mearns,B&R
Nat Geo Soc
Niall,I
Oddie,B
Peterson,RT
Polunin,O
Roberts,B ed
Scott,P
Sharrock,JTR
Teale,EW
Tomkies,M
Tuck,G
Turner/Rose
Walkden,P
Warren,M

Shorebirds: id guide waders (Helm). 1986, hbk in dw
An Eye for a Bird. 1973, pbk
Birds of Europe with NA & ME. 1993 rep, hbk/pic brds
The Concise British Flora in Colour. 1972 2nd rev, hbk/dw
The Birds of Ireland. 1954, hbk/no dw
John Gould's Birds of Great Britain. 1989 rep, hbk/dw
FG to Rare Birds of Britain & Europe. 1991, hbk/pic brds
Where to Watch Birds France. 1989 (1st ed), pbk
Biographies for Birdwatchers. 1988, hbk/dw
Field Guide to Birds of North America. 1983 (1st), pbk
CF Tunnicliffe - a Sketchbook of birds. 1979, hbk/dw
BO Little Black Bird Book. 1980 rep, hbk/dw
Audubon Birds of America (50 poster pages), 1980 pbk
Flowers of Europe: a �ield guide. 1969, hbk/dw
Birds of the Antarctic (Edward Wilson). 1967, hbk/dw
A Coloured Key to Wildfowl of the World. 1977 rep, pbk
The Atlas of Breeding Birds in B & Ire. 1976 (1st), hbk/dw
Audubon's Wildlife, with selections from writings of JJA.
1965, hbk/dw
On Wing & Wild Water. 1994, pbk
A Guide to Seabirds of Ocean Routes. 1980, hbk/pic brds
Swallows and Martins of the World (Helm). 1989, hbk/dw
The Wild Geese of Newgrounds (Slimbridge).2009, hbk/dw
Shorelines: Birds at the Water's Edge. 1984, hbk/dw

7.00
1.00
3.00
2.00
20.00
4.00
5.00
1.00
15.00
3.00
2.00
3.00
3.00
5.00
5.00
1.00
4.00
2.00
1.00
2.00
7.00
3.00
5.00

Dorset Bird Reports
A limited amount of back-copies of the bird report are still in stock. The �irst
stand alone report was published by DNH&AS for the year 1977, the �irst report
produced by the Club was for 1986. A full list of the reports that are still
available can be found on the sales page of the website.
*****
If you are interested in any of the books, British Birds journals or back copies of
the bird report, please contact Neil at Calluna Books on 01929 552560 or email:
sales@dorsetbirds.co.uk
Marsh Tit

Dorset Bird Club
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From the BTO Rep
Jack Winsper
As the restrictions on personal movements increased it became clear the BTO
surveys scheduled for this Spring were going to be severely impacted.
The Breeding Waders of Wet Meadows was the �irst casualty, cancelled with
immediate effect. The early visit was crucial, and as that wasn’t going to be
possible there was little choice. All surveyors who had signed up have been
informed. It’s possible that the survey will be deferred to 2021, but too early to
say for sure.
At the time the Breeding Bird Survey (BBS)was due to start, in mid-April, tight
restrictions were already in place and so the instruction to surveyors was that
unless they could carry out the early visit without breaking the rules or
upsetting land owners then please don’t do it and I know of only four surveys
having been completed. Just in time for the late visit, restrictions were eased and
made surveying more feasible but not in all circumstances and the new message
sent out was please only do it if you didn’t think you were putting yourself or
others at risk. About 10-15% have said they would give this year a miss.
The BBS Report for 2019 has been published. The subject for the front cover is
a �ine picture of a Green�inch, but inside are details explaining that things are
still not �ine for its status. In England there has been a 66% decline over 10
years and 11% within the last year. There are also worrying signs that
Chaf�inch may be going the same way with a 33% decline in 10 years and 6% in
one year.
In a certain online forum earlier this year the Green�inch was the subject of a
debate with the proposition that numbers were improving in Dorset. Well, and
contrary to the national trend, Dorset BBS data seems to support the proposal,
both in terms of birds counted and distribution i.e. the number of squares
where they have been seen.
You have to take into account that over the period the number of squares being
surveyed has increased so more will potentially be recorded, but even allowing
for this, at worst, numbers have been fairly stable for the last �ive years.
Total squares surveyed in Dorset:
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2010

2011

2012

2013

2014

2015

2016

2017

2018

2019

50

45

42

42

43

56

56

54

57

62
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Green�inch
Count
Squares seen

2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019
276 193 169 142 136 104 102 90
88 100
39
36
37
34
38
43
47
50
50
54

The picture for the Chaf�inch in Dorset is not so clear, distribution is holding up
but numbers are erratic.
Chaf�inch
2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019
Count

568

465

456

404

418

530

506

357

390

473

Squares seen

49

43

42

41

41

55

54

52

54

59

The full report can be viewed at www.bto.org/bbs-report

Chaf�inch

When the lockdown was announced, the BTO realised that people would be
spending more time at home and so made an offer of free membership (online
only) of the Garden Bird Watch (GBW) scheme. The end of the offer coincided
with the BBC Springwatch and so is no longer available but there has been a
very encouraging response with new participants nationally approaching 6000.
For many of those it will be an introduction to surveying so that can only be
good news and if they stick with it, will improve the quantity, and hence
robustness, of the GBW data. If you are one of those 6000, I hope you are
�inding it worthwhile.
Dorset Bird Club
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Birding By the Bins…
Phil Saunders

Relocating for work or study is something that I’ve done on multiple occasions
over the years, with my most recent schlep leading me from Norfolk to the cosy,
coastal, con�ines of Westbourne in Dorset. My new(ish) manor is a narrow slice
of loveliness, sandwiched between Bournemouth town centre and the urban
sprawl of Poole, where I rent a comfortable, yet gardenless, �irst-�loor �lat, as
like many of my generation the idea of owning property (or even a small lawn)
is still unfortunately a pipedream.
When I �irst viewed the �lat, back in January last year, I didn’t really consider its
wildlife potential, as I didn’t plan on spending much of my free time there…
Despite lacking a garden of its own, the property nevertheless came with its
own, small, concrete parking and wheely-bin storage area at the back of the
building. Surrounded on all sides by a narrow belt of private back gardens
(some of which support large Sycamores and ornamental fruit trees), which are
further walled off by an encapsulating band of three-storey buildings, the spot
nevertheless feels surprisingly open and offers an unobstructed, if somewhat
truncated, view of the sky above.
In a wider geographic context, the �lat is located pretty much straight northeast of the Sandbanks peninsula, and 250m due north of the terminus of Alum
Chine. The latter is a narrow but densely wooded coastal valley, which wends
its way through heavily built-up Westbourne before opening onto the seafront,
1.2km to the south of the �lat. In my mind’s eye these features act like �ingers
pointing due �latwards for any coastal migrant orientating itself overhead, and
may help to explain some of the ornithological craziness I’ve experienced
during the Lockdown period…
8
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After moving in, spring and summer 2019 came and went and, with the
exception of what is still currently my only “garden” Osprey (causing havoc
amongst the gulls overhead one morning at the end of May), the Flat List got very
little attention. Things started to change in the autumn, as the days grew shorter
and it proved harder for me to do any pre-work birding elsewhere, and I got into
the habit of spending an hour or so by the bins before setting off for the of�ice.
A spanking male Black Redstart, which brie�ly dropped into the top of the
neighbouring Sycamores one morning, and a �lyover Haw�inch within a few
days of one another at the end of October de�initely piqued my interest. It was
however the 8000 or so Woodpigeon that migrated south-west over the �lat in
just over an hour and a half on the 28th October (part of an annual mass autumn
movement in south Dorset) that really cemented the idea of expending more
effort on recording birds in the vicinity of the �lat from that point onwards.
Over the following four or �ive months I continued to add to the Flat List,
including a �lyover �lock of Golden Plover in mid-December and my �irst
Mediterranean Gull just before Christmas. At the end of 2019 the list stood at a
modest 59 species, and the start of the new year bought further additions in the
form of a vocal Greenshank one evening and a �lock of Godwit shooting
overhead in the face of a weekend winter storm.
A view of the skyline

Fast forward to the start of March…
The Lockdown has seen me largely con�ined to the �lat for the last seven weeks,
and the ability to go and stand out back by the bins with my bin’s has been a
godsend for both my sanity and the Flat List. My morning Lockdown routine
has seen me stood staring skywards, or scanning the neighbouring gardens, for
an hour and a half or so �irst thing each day, prior to my neighbours getting up
and wondering what the hell I’m doing. I’ve also spent the majority of my
Dorset Bird Club
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lunchtimes, whilst working from home, out back at the UK’s newest bin-based
bird observatory, gazing past the rooftops in the hope of over�lying migrants.
Suf�ice to say, I haven’t been disappointed, and the Lockdown has actually
provided me with some of my most memorable birding experiences ever! At
the time of writing I’ve added 26 species to the Flat List, including two
incredible records just this morning (which I’ll come back to later). Some of
these additions have been resident species which I’ve probably missed in the
past due to limited time spent at home and the confounding addition of traf�ic
noise; both situations remedied by the Lockdown. I’ve heard Green
Woodpecker almost every day, and the trumpeting of a distant Nuthatch has
also rung out on a couple of occasions. Considering that the �lat is located
several kilometres from the nearest body of freshwater, wildfowl have been
well represented, with Shelduck,
Mute Swan, and Canada Goose
all recorded going over. Better
still, a couple of �locks of
Common Scoter were heard
calling in the darkness overhead,
in addition to a �lock of Teal,
during one memorable nighttime listening session.
Prior to the Lockdown the only
bird of prey I saw with any
frequency was Sparrowhawk,
with the handful of Buzzard
sightings (and the lone Osprey
last year) further testament to
my previously limited recording
effort. The current crisis has at
least given me a new perspective
on raptor movements over the
�lat, with �irst Red Kite, followed
by Peregrine, then Marsh
Harrier (a wonderful migrant
bird low north one morning in
mid-April), Hobby, and (�inally!)
Kestrel added to the Flat List
since the Lockdown began.
Part of the group of Red Kites
passing through on 10th May
10
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My initial Red Kite sightings back in April comprised four singletons spread
over several days, tying in with the now well-established early spring coastal
movement of the re-established UK population. Nothing could prepare me for
the events of Sunday 10th May though, when an unprecedented migration of
Red Kites along the entire south coast resulted in me recording 63 individuals
heading west over the bins in just under an hour and a half! This included
kettles of 17 and 10 birds soaring alongside one another above the �lat, and the
amazing sight of c.30 Red Kites appearing in a ragged line, stretching north to
south, from above the rooftops to the east at one point in the proceedings. For
a few glorious hours my �lat held the county record for the most Red Kites seen
in one location, but my modest count was trumped later in the day by
staggering counts of 100+ from further west in Dorset.
Whilst the raptors overhead have proven both eye-catching and enthralling to
watch, it’s the passerine migrants that really get my juices �lowing and,
although limited in scope, passerine visible migration (VisMig) above the �lat
has proven every bit as entertaining. In April I recorded both Tree Pipit and
Yellow Wagtail heading north, as well as less expected migrants such as
Bull�inch and Reed Bunting, and for three days in early May small parties of
Crossbill were recorded moving overhead. Grounded passerine migrants have
also been a frequent feature of neighbouring gardens �irst thing during April
and early May, with multiple Willow Warblers, Chiffchaffs, and Blackcaps noted
feeding in the trees and bushes next door on several dates. Less expected have
been the handful of Whitethroats and Garden Warblers, let alone the Wheatear
that spent a memorable day �lycatching from nearby rooftops, or the glorious
Whinchat that �lew in to perch above my head for less than a minute before
�lying off south.
Which brings me back to today…
A continuing strong north-easterly wind encouraged me to have a lie in rather
than have my obligatory, early doors, stint by the bins. I headed outside at
07:15hrs expecting to see little, more out of force of habit than anything else.
Standing by the bins, I was pleased to see my local Firecrest (whose presence as
a breeding species has been yet another Lockdown revelation) again busily
foraging in the bushes next door, when I looked up to see a larger bird gliding
towards me above the rooftops to the south. Raising my binoculars, I was
amazed to see that it was a Fulmar about to over�ly my �lat (located more than
a kilometre from the sea)! Incredulous at this ridiculous seabird, I was more
than pleased with my morning, even in the absence of any other migrant
activity.

Dorset Bird Club
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Cut to a couple of hours later, when the noise of gulls mobbing a raptor drew me
from my work desk to scan south-westwards from my �irst-�loor window. I soon
picked up a Buzzard receiving an absolute hammering above the rooftops from
the local Herring Gulls but then, whilst my bin’s were trained on the combat,
another bird circled into my �ield of view from below. For the second time this
morning, a split second of incredulity gave way to the realisation that I was
watching a pale morph Arctic Skua slowly circle up above the rooftops of
Branksome and Westbourne! I watched the bird for a couple of minutes as it
circled higher and higher in lazy arcs, before losing it in the base of the lowest
clouds. There are historical records of skua species migrating overland from the
mouth of Poole Harbour, located to the south-west of the �lat, but its’ not
something that I thought I would ever see from my living room…
Ultimately, the spring’s not yet over, and neither is the Lockdown come to that,
so there’s still plenty of time for further bin-based birding insanity, so if you’d
like to follow the ups and downs of this locked down urban birder, then feel free
to follow me on twitter @beardybirder or on the hashtag #BirdingByTheBins.
See you all on the other side, I hope!
Postscript: This blog post was originally written for the Wildlife Travel website
(www.wildlife-travel.co.uk) in early May.
Subsequent to its’ publication, I managed to add both Turtle Dove (13th May) and
Spotted Flycatcher (14th May) to the bins list. Since mid-May pickings have
unsurprisingly been slim though, with a few small �locks of �lyover Crossbill and a
single grounded Willow Warbler amongst the small number of highlights. Roll on
the autumn…
Collared Dove
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Reminiscences of Birds from Dorset’s Past
During the course of buying in stock, clippings, such as this one, are sometimes
found amongst them. An interesting account of coastal birding 130 years ago!
Neil Gartshore, Calluna Books.

Dorset Bird Club
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Dorset Highlights: January to April 2020
Compiled by George Green

The majority of these records have been taken from the Dorset Bird Club
sightings page and inclusion here does not constitute acceptance by the
relevant rarity panel (if applicable). http://dorsetbirds.blogspot.co.uk/
This is not an exhaustive list & if you notice any errors or omissions please send
them via email to recorder@dorsetbirds.co.uk
If you were lucky enough to �ind a description species for the county please
submit details as soon as possible after the sighting to:
recorder@dorsetbirds.co.uk using one of the forms found on the website:
http://www.dorsetbirds.co.uk/dorset-bird-list/
NATIONAL RARITIES
American Herring Gull: A �irst-winter bird was �irst found at West Bexington
on 25th Jan and its identity con�irmed when it was seen again the following day.
Sadly there were no further sightings in Dorset but presumably the same
individual was seen subsequently in Devon and Cornwall. This excellent
discovery was the main highlight of the period. It is the second record for
Dorset. There are only 33 accepted records for the UK up to 2018.
COUNTY RARITIES & OTHER UNCOMMON BIRDS
Quail: 1 at Cranborne on 24th Apr.
Black Brant: singles in the Poole Harbour area on 2nd, 19th & 22nd Jan and at
East Fleet on 1st Jan and Rodden Hive on 19th Jan.
White-fronted Goose: 1 at Spetisbury on 24th Jan.
Ring-necked Duck: the wintering female at Sturminster Marshall GP remained
until 7th Mar when it relocated to Longham Lakes during 9th-15th Mar before
returning to Sturminster Marshall GP 16th-22nd Mar.
Alpine Swift: 1 over Leigh on 5th Apr.
Turtle Dove: 1 at Tolpuddle on 12th Apr.
Common Crane: 2 adults over Deadmoor Common near Lydlinch on 2nd Feb
and 1 over Wareham on 2nd Mar.
Stone Curlew: 1 at Portland on 21st Mar.
Glaucous Gull: singles at West Bexington on 1st Feb and 18th Mar (1st-winter)
and Brownsea on 8th Mar.
Caspian Gull: singles at West Bexington on 26th Jan, Wyke Regis on 8th Feb and
Abbotsbury Swannery on 10th Feb & 18th Mar with a possible sighting there on
7th Jan. All reports may involve the same bird.
Black Guillemot: a possible sighting at Portland Harbour on 3rd Mar and 1 at
Portland Bill on 23rd Apr.
White Stork: 1 E at Kingston Maurward Estate on 4th Apr, 1 at Wareham and
presumably the same bird at East Stoke on 6th Apr, 4 at West Morden on 7th
Apr and 1N at Wimborne on 23rd Apr.
Purple Heron: 1 �lew up the Frome Valley on 20th Apr.
Black Kite: 1 probable over Portland on 20th Apr.
Hoopoe: singles at Swyre Head on 22nd Mar, Wareham Walls on 6th Apr,
Portland on 12th, 20th, 22nd, 23rd & 25th Apr, Branksome Chine on 23rd Apr
and Swanage on 30th Apr.
Bee-eater: 1 over Blacknor, Portland on 23rd Apr.
Dorset Bird Club
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Wryneck: 1 at Portland Bill on 10th Jan is thought to be the second UK winter
record of this species.
Great Grey Shrike: 1 at Morden Bog during 3rd Jan-18th Mar with presumably
the same bird at Sugar Hill on 29th Jan.
Woodchat Shrike: 1 at Portland Bill on 21st Apr.
Hooded Crow: 1 at Portland Bill during 13th-15th Apr.
Penduline Tit: in the Weymouth area 1-2 birds at Lodmoor NR on 8 dates during
28th Jan-7th Mar with presumably 1 of the same at Radipole Lake NR on 1st &
2nd Feb and 14th, 16th & 17th Mar. Elsewhere 4 at Portland Bill on 16th Mar.
Yellow-browed Warbler: 1 at Stour Valley LNR on 1st & 26th Jan.
Tree Sparrow: several in a mixed �lock with Linnets at Farrington near
Shaftesbury on 10th Jan.
Haw�inch: 3 at Bonsley Common on path to Okeford Hill on 12th Jan, 1 over
Roebury Lane in Christchurch on 16th Mar and 1 at Portland Bill on 25th Apr.
Serin: singles at Durlston CP on 24th Mar, Blacknor (Portland) & Lodmoor NR
on 4th Apr and Portland Bill on 16th Apr.
OTHER HIGHLIGHTS
WILDFOWL
Pale-bellied Brent Goose: a few scattered records during Jan-Mar from West
Bexington, The Fleet, Weymouth Bay, Poole and Christchurch Harbours max 6
at Rodden Hive on 12th Feb.
Egyptian Goose: 29 at Woodsford on 11th Jan, 15 at West Knighton on 20th Jan
and 22 past Ferrybridge and Abbotsbury on 21st Jan were notable counts. In
addition a pair with young at Longham Lakes on 12th Apr.
Mandarin: 16 at Sadbarrow near Thorncombe on 15th Jan.
Garganey: the wintering female remained at Lodmoor NR until 3rd Feb.
Another wintering bird (male) was at Cowards Marsh during 20th Jan-25th Feb
visiting Stanpit Marsh on 11th Feb. One at Stanpit Marsh on 4th Mar was either
the wintering bird or an early migrant. Subsequent migrants were 1 at Stanpit
Marsh on 19th Mar, 2 at Wareham Walls on 20th Mar and at Portland Bill 6 on
25th Mar and 1 on 25th Apr.
Scaup: 4 birds wintering at Longham Lakes gradually diminished in numbers
with the last single on 17th Jan and relocated to Holes Bay where all 4 remained
until 18th Feb. Otherwise up to 3 at Lodmoor NR during 1st Jan-25th Feb.
Eider: 1-3 birds at Portland Harbour during Jan and 1 at Lyme Regis during 9th
Jan-24th Mar. Otherwise singles at Portland Bill on 14th Feb and Charmouth on
30th Apr.
Velvet Scoter: a male at East Fleet (mostly off Tidmoor Point) until 3rd Apr.
Present at Cogden Beach on 29th Feb. Spring passage at Chesil Beach in Apr
with 4 on 12th and 1 on 25th and Portland Bill with 2 on 16th.
Common Scoter: a few winter sightings involving 1-5 birds from Portland
Harbour, Poole Harbour and Hengistbury. Best winter offshore movement was
40+ at Portland Bill on 17th Jan. Heavy spring passage on 5th Apr including 720
at Portland Bill and 421 at Chesil Beach. Nocturnal passage also recorded on
the nights of 1st, 2nd & 3rd Apr including over Lytchett Matravers with 47 in 4
�locks on the 1st and 27 in 3 �locks on the 2nd .
Long-tailed Duck: 6+ at East Fleet (mostly off Tidmoor Point) until 3rd Apr, 2
at Poole Harbour until 6th Mar with a single report of 4 on 4th Jan and 1 at
Christchurch Harbour during 1st-19th Jan.
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Goosander: Jan-Mar reported from Christchurch, Longham Lakes, Wimborne,
Spetisbury, Wareham Common, Silverlake, Bockhampton and Portland. Most
sightings involved 1-2 birds, but at Silverlake 5 on 3rd Feb and 4 on 4th Feb.
DIVERS & GREBES
Red-necked Grebe: singles at Abbotsbury Swannery during 12th Jan-1st Mar
and Portland Harbour during 10th Feb-3rd Mar.
Slavonian Grebe: present until mid-Mar at East Fleet/Portland Harbour (max
5) and Poole Harbour/Studland Bay (max 4).
Black-necked Grebe: present until mid-Mar at East Fleet/Portland Harbour
(max 17 on 4th Feb) and Poole Harbour/Studland Bay (max 19 on 4th Jan).
Red-throated Diver: the majority of records involved offshore movements most
notably at Portland Bill with counts ranging from 1-10 birds. Off Chesil Beach
there was a high count of 63 on 29th Apr. Elsewhere there were a few records
from Poole Harbour with 5 on 4th Jan and 1 on 9th Mar, Portland Harbour with
singles on 20th Feb and 29th Mar and Charmouth with 2 on 5th Apr.
Black-throated Diver: much scarcer than Great Northern Diver with frequent
sightings of 1-2 birds at Portland Harbour until late Mar. Only 5 records of 1-2
birds at Poole Harbour during Jan & Feb. A few records elsewhere involving
sightings at Portland Bill in Jan & Feb, 1 at Mudeford Quay on 26th & 27th Jan
and 2 at Ferrybridge on 29th Apr
Great Northern Diver: present in Portland Harbour/Weymouth Bay until early
Apr max 6 on 15th Jan and Poole Harbour/Studland Bay until mid-Mar max 11
on 4th Jan. A few records elsewhere including sightings off Portland Bill in Jan
and Apr and 3 at Charmouth on 23rd Apr.
GULLS, TERNS & SEABIRDS
Little Gull: winter sightings involved singles 1 at Christchurch Harbour on 13th
Jan and inland at Dorchester on 5th Feb. More reports during spring passage
with 1 at Hengistbury on 18th Mar, 6 at Chesil Beach on 25th Mar, 4 at Portland
Bill on 4th Apr, 19 at Portland Bill and 13 at Chesil Beach on 5th Apr and 2 at
Portland Bill on 6th Apr.
Mediterranean Gulls: high counts from Weymouth Bay roost with 1000+ on 8th
Feb, Lodmoor NR with 700+ on 14th Feb and Stanpit Marsh with 331 on 10th Apr.
Yellow-legged Gull: singles at Longham Lakes on 6th Jan and West Bexington
on 26th Jan, 2 at Portland Harbour on 4th Feb and singles at Christchurch
Harbour on 14th & 23rd Feb.
Sandwich Tern: wintering birds were reported from Christchurch Harbour
with singles on 6th & 9th Jan, Poole Harbour with 1-2 birds during 8th-11th Jan
and Portland Harbour with 1 on 7th Jan. First spring record on 26th Mar with
1 at Chesil Beach. Heavy passage on 5th Apr with 99 at Portland Bill, 83 at
Chesil Beach and 30 at Hengistbury.
Little Tern: 2 at Chesil Cove on 6th Apr was the �irst spring record.
Subsequently the only reports were 2 at Lodmoor NR on 27th Apr and 12 in
Weymouth Bay on 28th Apr.
Common & Arctic Tern: �irst spring records on 5th Apr. Heavy passage of
‘Commic’ Terns on 5th Apr including 111 at Chesil Beach and 26th Apr with 350
at Portland Bill.
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Great Skua: most reports from Portland Bill with winter singles on 3rd Jan &
15th Feb followed by further singles on 2nd & 11th Mar and more obvious
passage in Apr with 1 on 6th, 3 on 26th and 2 on 30th. Elsewhere 2 at Durlston
CP on 17th Apr, 7 at Ferrybridge and 5 at Chesil Cove on 29th Apr and 1 at
Charminster on 30th Apr.
Pomarine Skua: singles at Portland Bill on 13th, 15th, 19th & 30th Apr.
Elsewhere singles at Ferrybridge and Chesil Cove on 29th Apr.
Arctic Skua: a winter bird at Ferrybridge on 6th Jan. In spring most records
from Portland Bill with 1 on 25th Mar, 16 on 5th Apr, singles on 16th, 26th &
27th Apr and 3 on 30th Apr. Elsewhere at Chesil Beach 1 on 26th Mar and 15
on 5th Apr with 4 at Ferrybridge and 3 at Chesil Cove on 29th Apr and at
Durlston CP 1 on 17th Apr and 2 on 25th Apr.
Puf�in: �irst spring records on 18th Mar with 3 at Portland Bill and 1 at Dancing
Ledge. Elsewhere 3 at Ferrybridge on 29th Apr.
Auk spp: there were astonishing offshore movements on 15th Jan at Portland
Bill where a sample count of 50,000 suggested a day total 100,000!
Manx Shearwater: most reports from Portland Bill with the �irst 3 on 18th Mar
followed by further passage from late Mar including a high count of 143 on 26th
Apr. Other reports were 24 at Chesil Beach and 3 at Charmouth on 5th Apr and
another at Charmouth on 19th Apr.
HERONS, EGRETS & ALLIES
Spoonbill: the regular wintering �lock in Poole Harbour reached a peak of 31
on 6th Feb. Elsewhere 2 at Lodmoor NR on 5th, 7th, 22nd & 24th Feb with
presumably the same 2 at Radipole Lake NR on 23rd Feb and 1 at Christchurch
Harbour on 17th Apr.
Bittern: singles at Radipole NR on 13th Jan, Lodmoor NR on 16th Mar and
Ridge/Swineham GP on 18th Mar.
Cattle Egret: many reports from at least 13 sites during Jan and Feb with fewer
sightings during Mar & Apr. A high proportion of reports were from the
Abbotsbury, Portesham and Weymouth areas where the highest count was 35
at Abbotsbury on 4th Jan.
Great Egret: many reports of 1-3 birds from at least 12 sites scattered widely
along the coast and river valleys particularly during Jan and Feb. There were
much fewer sightings during Mar & Apr.
NB: at Longham Lakes/Hampreston Meadows a mixed �lock of Great, Cattle and
Little Egrets were regularly seen during Jan and Feb.
WADERS
Avocet: away from Poole Harbour singles at Lodmoor NR on 9th Jan and 2nd Feb.
Golden Plover: high counts of 500+ at Maiden Castle on 20th Jan and 9th Mar.
Little Ringed Plover: a strong passage after the �irst at Lodmoor NR on 16th
Mar with further sightings from Stanpit Marsh, Lytchett Fields, Wareham
Common and Lodmoor NR. Most records involved 1-2 birds but 3 at Lodmoor
NR on 30th Mar.
Purple Sandpiper: �locks present at the regular sites - Lyme Regis max 13 on
8th Jan, Portland Bill max 14 on 4th Mar, Hengistbury max 25 on 19th Mar and
Highcliffe max 25 on 5th & 9th Jan. Some of the high counts coincided with
spring passage.
Woodcock: 5 at Poole Harbour on 4th Jan, 6 at Badbury Rings on 6th Jan, 1 at
Milborne St Andrew on 23rd Jan and 1 at Lower Hyde Heath on 3rd Mar.
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Jack Snipe: 2 at Poole Harbour on 4th Jan, 1 at Overcombe on 6th Jan and at
Sunnyside Farm near Ridge 3 trapped on 27th Feb and 1 trapped at night on
4th/5th Mar.
Snipe: high counts of 300 at Lodmoor NR on 15th Jan and 148 at Hengistbury
on 28th Jan. The latter was an exceptional count for the site.
Ruff: 2 at Stanpit Marsh during 14th-20th Apr.
Whimbrel: an early bird at Stanpit Marsh on 17th Mar followed by the main arrival
from 4th Apr involving some notable coastal movements with 43 at Portland Bill
and 33 at Chesil Beach on 5th Apr and 115 at Portland Bill on 16th Apr.
Common Sandpiper: �irst at Lodmoor NR on 3rd Apr followed by a few records
at coastal and a few inland sites.
Green Sandpiper: Lytchett Fields/Holton Pools was the favoured winter site
for this species max 4 in Jan. Elsewhere there were winter reports of 1-2 birds
from Bowleaze Cove, Bere Regis CBs, Magiston CBs, Warmwell CBs and Moors
River. Spring migrants were 1 at Stanpit Marsh on 9th Mar, 2 at Lodmoor NR on
14th Apr, 1 at River Allen in Wimborne on 16th Apr and 1 at Hurn on 17th Apr.
Wood Sandpiper: 1 at Lodmoor NR on 14th Apr.
Spotted Redshank: a few wintering and spring migrant birds in the Poole
Harbour area, notably at Middlebere max 5 on 3rd Feb. Elsewhere 1-2
wintering birds at Stanpit Marsh.
Greenshank: a few wintering and spring migrant birds in the Poole Harbour
max 6 at Brownsea on 28th Jan and 8 at Lytchett Fields on 21st Apr. Elsewhere
singles at Stanpit Marsh on 18th & 20th Apr and 1 at Lodmoor NR on 18th Apr.
RAPTORS & OWLS
Osprey: the �irst birds returned to the Poole Harbour area on 16th Mar.
Otherwise presumed migrants were reported from Christchurch Harbour with
singles on 1st, 5th & 6th Apr, Charmouth with 2 on 2nd Apr, Bockhampton &
Colehill with singles on 4th Apr and Chickerell with 1 on 10th Apr.
Marsh Harrier: most reports were from the Poole Harbour area with 9 at a
roost on 9th Jan and the Weymouth area - mainly Lodmoor NR. Elsewhere
singles at Christchurch Harbour on 27th Jan and 15th Apr and Portland Bill on
15th Apr.
Hen Harrier: regular reports from 4 sites suggesting a wintering population of
5-10 birds. Elsewhere singles at Rodden Hive on The Fleet on 12th Feb,
Blandford Camp on 15th Mar and Ferrybridge on 15th Apr.
Red Kite: this species is seemingly well established in Dorset with reports from
many sites spread throughout the county. There was marked increase in
sightings from mid Mar and throughout Apr involving birds on passage.
Common Buzzard: 35W at Radipole Lake NR in 45 minutes on 14th Mar.
Short-eared Owl: most reports were from regular wintering sites namely
Wyke Down max 4 on 9th Jan and Milborne St Andrew max 2. Elsewhere 1-2
birds in the Wareham Channel/Arne Moors area during 21st Feb-6th Mar with
another on 22nd Apr and singles at Maiden Castle on 3rd, 6th & 9th Mar,
Christchurch Harbour on 1st Apr and Portland Bill on 21st Apr.
Merlin: reports of wintering and migrant birds from mainly coastal areas with
a few sightings from inland sites including Milborne St Andrew with singles on
12th Jan and 9th Mar, Ackling Dyke with 1 on 24th Jan and Spetisbury with 1 on
2nd Apr.
Hobby: an early report of 1 at Furzebrook Heath on 21st Mar was followed by
the next arrival at Charmouth on 10th Apr.
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PASSERINES & OTHER LANDBIRDS
Wood Warbler: singles at Hengistbury on 26th & 29th Apr.
‘Siberian’ Chiffchaff: reports of wintering birds from Stour Valley LNR/Kinson,
Poole (PC World Rain & Fleets Corner), Creekmoor Pond, Wareham North
Walls, Wareham Common, Norden STW, Dorchester (Louds Mill), Maiden
Castle, Pymore LNR and West Bexington.
Ring Ouzel: singles at Rodwell overnight on 2nd/3rd Apr, Portland on 3rd Apr,
West Morden on 5th Apr, Durlston CP on 7th Apr, Christchurch Harbour on 18th
Apr, Bincombe on 23rd Apr and Lodmoor NR on 24th Apr.
Fieldfare: a late bird at Stour Valley NR on 23rd Apr.
Nightingale: �irst reported from breeding sites in the Blackmore Vale on 6th &
10th Apr with 1-2 migrants at Durlston CP on 18th & 19th Apr, 1 at Portland on
18th Apr and 1 singing at night at Broadstone on 22nd/23rd Apr.
Black Redstart: reports of wintering and migrant birds from Poole (Oakdale),
Durlston CP, Swanage, Wareham, Portland (including 12 on 19th Mar),
Weymouth, Abbotsbury, Burton Cliff, Golden Cap, Charmouth, Lyme Regis and
well inland at Stourton Caundle with 1 on 26th Mar.
Dipper: 1-2 pairs resident in Lyme Regis. Elsewhere 1 at Maiden Newton on
12th Feb.
Water Pipit: reports of wintering and migrant birds from Christchurch
Harbour, Lytchett Fields, Holton Pools, Bere Regis CBs (Hollow Oak),
Overcombe and Radipole Lake NR.
Brambling: 3 at Lambert’s Castle on 6th Feb with singles there on 7th & 13th
Feb and 6 on 5th Mar. Elsewhere 10 at Oakford Hill on 15th Jan and singles at
Cattistock on 4th Feb and St Ives on 29th Mar.
Crossbill: 25W at Durlston CP on 21st Jan and 20 at Meyrick Park,
Bournemouth on 15th Apr.
Corn Bunting: large winter �lock at Milborne St Andrew with peak counts of
250+ on 27th Feb and 200+ on 7th Mar.
Yellowhammer: large winter �lock at Milborne St Andrew with peak counts of
550+ on 27th Feb and 500+ on 7th Mar.
Great Bustard: released bird at Butterstreet Cove on 12th Jan and 8th Feb.
First dates of spring/summer visitors
23rd Feb:
very early Willow Warbler at Lulworth Cove
12th Mar:
Sand Martin; Swallow
13th Mar:
Wheatear
18th Mar:
Willow Warbler
24th Mar:
House Martin
31st Mar:
Pied Flycatcher
2nd/3rd Apr: Ring Ouzel
4th Apr:
Cuckoo
6th Apr:
Grasshopper Warbler; Reed Warbler; Nightingale; Redstart;
Yellow Wagtail
7th Apr:
Whitethroat
9th Apr:
Garden Warbler; Lesser Whitethroat; Tree Pipit
12th Apr:
Sedge Warbler
15th Apr:
Spotted Flycatcher
16th Apr:
Swift, Whinchat
20th Apr:
Nightjar
26th Apr:
Wood Warbler
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Dorset Bird Club Membership
Subscriptions
Annual subscriptions are due on the anniversary of your joining the DBC.
The current rates are:
● Single membership
£15.00
● Joint membership (2 adults/at one address)
£18.00
Each membership receives copies of the newsletter (pdf or hard copy
options) and a copy of the Bird Report.
DBC also offers:
● Young Persons Membership
£0 (free)
[Aged 21 and under in full-time education. Please note: the newsletters
& annual report for this membership are sent in a pdf format]
__________
Please don’t forget...
if you change your contact details let the Membership Secretary know as
soon as possible.
If you are a tax-payer, and haven’t already done so, please consider completing
a ‘Gift Aid’ form to enable the Club to claim tax back on your subscription.
A form can be downloaded from:
https://dorsetbirds.co.uk/membership/
__________
To join, to renew or for any further information about membership of the
Dorset Bird Club contact the Membership Secretary:
Richard Charman, 20 Stourpaine Road, Poole, Dorset, BH17 9AT
email: membership@dorsetbirds.co.uk
phone: 07391 756053
__________

