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Editorial and Club News
George Green

AGM: Due to continuing covid restrictions, we are unable to hold the AGM in its
usual format. We are currently investigating the possibility of holding an AGM
in the spring using social media. Once plans have been �inalised, details will be
published on the website.
Thanks to all: On behalf of the trustees I would like to thank the committee and
their support teams for their time, enthusiasm and hard work.
A TRIBUTE TO MICK SHEPHERD
In late December we received the sad news regarding the death of Mick Shepherd.
Those Dorset birders of a certain age will remember that Mick was heavily
involved with birds and conservation in the county from the early 1960s when
he and his wife moved to Weymouth. He worked at Dorset County Council as a
Tree Of�icer in the Planning Department.
From its earliest days Mick was very involved with Portland Bird Observatory
where he was Honorary Secretary from 1961 to 1981.
I was delighted that Mick agreed to join the committee of the DBC when it formed
in 1987. Initially Mick was our Conservation Of�icer, but soon became editor of the
Newsletter producing 56 editions until his last in 2006. Perhaps the greatest
tribute to Mick is his �inal editorial in Newsletter No 61 which will be published in
full in our next Newsletter. This demonstrates his great contribution to the Club.
In addition Mick gave many public talks to organisations such as Dorset Wildlife
Trust, RSPB and County Trust among others. He also acted as Quizmaster for
annual Quizzes between Dorset Wildlife Trust, South Dorset RSPB and DBC.
Mick’s interest in birds and wildlife extended to foreign climes and led tours for
Ornitholidays to various European destinations. He also wrote many booklets
in the ‘Let’s Look At’ series which many birdwatchers (including myself) found
a great help when travelling abroad.
Personally I will always be grateful for Mick’s support, guidance and kindness
when the DBC was formed back in 1987. I am indebted to Grahame and
Catherine Whitby, Phil Drake and Tasie Russell for helping me with this tribute
to Mick Shepherd.
From the BTO Regional Rep - Jack Winsper
Covid-19 and surveying: At the time of writing the of�icial BTO line is “that
survey volunteers can continue survey activities without restrictions on travel
or group sizes”. However, the greater the distance travelled and the larger the
size of group increases the risk of transmission “so lone/pair working
undertaken locally is the ideal”. At the time of reading this may have changed
and hopefully for the better, so if you are undertaking a BTO survey, before you
set out please check the BTO Web site for the latest opinion.
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1

Breeding Waders of Wet Meadows 2021
This survey was cancelled last year but funding has been received to try again
this spring. The purpose of this survey is to assess the importance, principally
of wet grassland, but also some other habitats, for declining breeding waders
such as Curlew, Lapwing, Redshank and Snipe. Priority will be given to
revisiting previously surveyed sites, but some new ones will also be targeted.
Three visits are required, the �irst to be carried out between April 14th and 30th.
An additional evening visit will be needed to a site which may contain Snipe. A visit
could last for as little as 20 minutes for some smaller “Lapwing sites” but for a large
site requiring a thorough search it could take longer, up to a couple of hours. In
total Dorset has about 40 sites to survey, half of which are of the Lapwing variety.
To take part you need to be con�ident you can identify by sight/sound any waders
you are likely to encounter and recognise display/territorial behaviour. Should you
think you need it, there are training guides on the BTO web site which can help.
The sites to be surveyed are the same as last years with the exception that some
of the larger ones have been split into more manageable sizes. A map showing
where they are located can be seen by clicking the link:
https://app.bto.org/bwwm/map/request-site.jsp?%40=1
Annual Surveys
Obviously, thanks to the lockdown, these surveys did not have a good last year.
Just how poorly they faired is starting to become apparent. Recent news on the
Heronries Census showed that nationally information was received from 485
sites, the lowest since the Foot and Mouth year of 2001. But that is now in the past;
to the future and who knows, with fewer restrictions in place and desperately
eager supporters this year could be a record breaker for all the right reasons!
Breeding and Wetland Bird Surveys
These are the two principle BTO schemes for monitoring the population changes
of the more common and widespread breeding birds, currently producing
suf�icient data to con�idently calculate the population trends for 117 of them.
The survey involves taking ownership of an allocated 1km square and count all
the birds you hear and see while walking two 1Km lines across the square. So,
you need to be con�ident you can identify the likely birds you will encounter.
There are about 25 vacant sites at present spread across the county. You can
see where and how to apply by going to:
https://app.bto.org/bbs/public/request-square.jsp
Heronries Census.
The list of species covered by this census has grown over the years; the regulars
are now Grey Heron, Little Egret and Cormorants but it is designed to
accommodate any colonial water birds so could include for instance Cattle
Egret should it turn up. Data is shared with the Dorset Recorder and where
appropriate, the Rare Breeding Bird Panel.
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As you may recall from the November Newsletter, it was mentioned that there
must be more heronries out there than we know about. Almost all the known
sites are in the Avon Valley or around the county borders; there are virtually
none in the hinterland. During the breeding season they don’t forage too many
miles from their nests and there are regular BBS records for the Stour Valley
west of Wimborne to up past Sturminster, yet there are no known nest sites.
Other river valleys such as the Brid and Frome are apparently also deprived. So
where are they nesting? If you know, even just a suspicion, then answers on a
postcard please or if you prefer an email to Greg Lambe at: greg.lambe1@gmail.com

Garden Bird Surprises
Paul Morton

It's no secret that many species of birds, butter�lies, bee's and mammals
commute their way around our neighbourhoods via our network of front and
back gardens, but are they busier than we think?
I've been a member of/involved in Stour Ringing Group for about 10 years now,
which is also roughly the same time I've been in my house in Lytchett
Matravers. My home is an ex-council house with a standard (long) council
house back garden that backs on to the main Wareham Road which runs
through Lytchett Matravers. There are no big woods or even stands of trees
near my house, just 1 long hedgerow that runs along the back edge of my
garden and the neighbouring houses. I've also recently dug out some new
wild�lower and fruit tree boarders (but thats irrelevant to the story).
The reason for my post is because I experienced something in my back garden
this weekend which I've now experienced four times before and it's getting me
thinking.
As
you'd
expect, I watch my
garden intensely in
terms of birds that both
visit and pass over.
Garden birding is a bit of
an obsession of mine.
However,
with
two
young kids I seldom ever
ring in my garden,
perhaps only 4 or 5
times a year. Whats been
fascinating though is
that over the last few
years I've been catching
a series of species in my garden during these random ringing sessions that I've
never seen in my garden before and have never seen since!
It started just after I got my ringing permit back in early 2014 when I eagerly set
up the nets in my garden for the �irst time. I was catching the usual Gold�inches,
Green�inches etc when I all of a sudden caught a Nuthatch. A bird I'd never seen
in my garden before. Excellent I thought....always a great garden bird to have.
Dorset Bird Club
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Since then I've never seen a Nuthatch in my garden again. Then, a few years
later one cold early March morning (2017) I decided to put my nets up as I'd
been getting a lot of Gold�inches visit my feeders. On the �irst net round I could
see a small brown bird in the net which turned out to be a Treecreeper! I was
amazed. I'd never considered ever seeing one in my garden let alone catch one.
Needless to say, I've never seen one since. Then, a year or two later, again, one
random summer afternoon I decided to put my nets up to try and ring a number
of young Gold�inch that had been visiting when all of a sudden a GS Woodpecker
�lew into my net. For a common bird
they're very scarce in Lytchett for some
reason, and I'd never seen or heard one
prior to catching this particular bird
and once again, since ringing that
individual, I've never seen or heard GS
Woodpecker in/near my garden again.
Move forward to a recent Sunday (Jan
2021), Stour Ringing Group were
having a friendly garden ringing
challenge, and I had my nets set up for
the �irst time since May last year. I was
just about to pack up when I looked out
of the kitchen window only to see a
small green bird �ly into the net. I'd
caught a Goldcrest (irregular but annual
in my garden) earlier in the morning in
exactly the same bit of net so assumed it
was the same bird again. I was amazed
when I approached the net to see it was
in fact a bird I've been desperate to see
in my garden for 10 years....A Firecrest!
So, my point is this. If I hadn't of had my
nets open on those random days then I
still wouldn't have Nuthatch, Great Spotted Woodpecker, Treecreeper or
Firecrest on my garden list. It also reminded me of when Kevin Lane (ex-Dorset
county recorder) randomly set his nets up in his sub-urban garden near Poole
one cold December day and caught a Yellow-browed Warbler!!!
Just how much is moving through our gardens during 'traditional' nonmigration periods so quickly that we don't know about? Obviously during peak
migration periods some gardens will be lucky enough to see a Willow Warbler,
a Whitethroat or a Spotted Flycatcher for example, but all the birds I've referred
to above have been during typical non-migration periods. It seems they're
simply birds that are using gardens as highways as they disperse a winter
territory, search out new feeding areas or vacate nesting areas.
Would be interested in hearing if anyone else has had similar experiences
during non-migration periods of species they've never seen before in their
gardens appearing before disappearing never to be seen again!
Photos: Treecreeper & Firecrest
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Sea-watching – Some Re�lections on Birding the Waves
Nick Whitehouse

Few of us can claim to be full-blown sea-watching a�icionados, those experienced
experts, who are to be found several times a week, almost every week of the year,
in all weathers, perched on various headlands around Britain, looking out to sea,
observing and monitoring the movements of sea birds around our coastline.
Most of us dabble periodically in this rather specialised from of birding, most
probably when late summer and autumn storms move through the South-West
Approaches, improving the chances of seeing the scarcer shearwaters and
petrels, and again in the narrow windows of spring when skuas power their way
around the British Isles north to the Arctic. We might take a pelagic boat trip off
the Isles of Scilly and then focus on enjoying the rest of the migration season
seeing a great range of other visitors including waders and passerines from
Europe, Asia, and America. There is after all only so much we can each �it into the
time we have.
Inevitably though, a more limited seasonal or
ad hoc approach to sea-watching means we
must refresh and renew our skills from time to
time to achieve that inner feeling of con�idence
that we are making the correct identi�ications
in what can be a tricky pursuit, with pitfalls a
plenty for the unwary. What might be a useful
approach to take to achieving and maintaining
a good standard of sea-watching?
A good start to developing and honing your
skills is to adopt a slightly more year-round
approach, which you can do locally, especially
so here in Dorset with its wonderful coastline.
The �irst step is to appreciate that seawatching isn’t just about shearwaters, petrels
and skuas – fabulous though these top end
prizes are for British birders. The whole
calendar also produces movements of divers,
grebes, wildfowl, waders, gulls, terns, Gannets,
Fulmars and auks, with some of these present
Find a good spot, get comfortable… year-round or for months at a time.
You needn’t go straight in at the deep end, seated amongst the ‘avids’ on a
windblown promontory in autumn. A more incremental approach, building
con�idence and knowledge steadily can help. Regular walks around the harbour,
along the beach or along the cliff tops often produces good views of our
commoner seabirds. Try watching these birds at close range, then following
them as they go out to sea. How far out it is before identi�ication at species level
becomes dif�icult? At more distant ranges, you’ll have to rely as much on the
‘jizz’ of the bird, before just that bit further out identi�ication to species level is
unsafe and you must leave it at “large gull sp” or “auk sp” for example. Try it the
other way round; pick out a bird far out to sea and see how near it has to
Dorset Bird Club
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approach for you to narrow down its identi�ication. Useful exercises to help
gauge your personal range. In any sea-watch, a proportion of the birds moving
offshore will be these more local and familiar species and your earlier practice
session will mean you can then factor them in or out more ef�iciently - maybe
either counting them for monitoring purposes if you have the capacity or if it’s
not possible to keep abreast of everything on the move, temporarily putting
them to one side as you focus more on your true ‘quest’ species.

Razorbill-Guillemot-Gannet, passing Portland Bill

Try writing a few descriptions of familiar �lying sea birds in varying conditions.
See how many of the features described in the �ield guide or which you know
should be there, you can truly see with certainty on a bird. It’s not easy,
especially if the target moves in and out of view, between the wave troughs, in
the brief time it takes to �ly past and is gone. Time a few �ly pasts; you don’t get
long. If you’re lucky you may get some extra time if a bird settles or remains
‘blogging’ offshore. The combination of structure (comparative size and shape)
and behaviour (e.g., �light mode) are always important, but even normal ‘jizz’
can change, for example in strong winds, when less characteristic ‘shearing’
becomes more frequent for many species. Plumage tones can alter signi�icantly
in different light conditions. Awareness of these factors and adapting
accordingly comes with experience, as does being prudent by quietly and
patiently getting your ‘eye-in’ early in a sea-watch.
The use of modern-day cameras can help capture images, sometimes just
‘record shots’ but useful in supporting your identi�ication. This may not be
straightforward of course, especially in gusty conditions, when it can be dif�icult
to hold your binoculars, scope or camera still.
Spend time focusing on similar or closely related species, especially the most
abundant of these which you can use as a mental marker from which to
compare something that is similar but subtly different. A sound knowledge of
Manx Shearwater, Arctic Skua and Kittiwake are just three examples. An
appreciation of their variability (ages, phases, behaviour etc) will provide
useful benchmarks from which you can discern differences from scarcer
kindred species. Frequency of encounter is important. Whilst it’s wonderful to
have seen 5,000 Sooty Shearwaters off California once ten years ago, the more
enduring learning arguably comes from noting much smaller numbers every
year for ten consecutive years somewhere off the British coastline.
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Practicing regularly, in all weathers, through the year, will help improve your
game and help you get match �it. Remember too that it’s not possible to identify
every bird. Just as with raptor watching or ‘vis-mig’ sessions, on some
occasions a bird is best left as unidenti�ied. Acknowledging that each of us has
an ‘error rate’ (in everything we do, we’re human!) also helps – don’t be afraid
of making mistakes. Learning from these ultimately produces a much better
sea-watcher, in terms of accuracy, experience and integrity.
Visit the best sea-watching sites in the county. Don’t be afraid to ask the
regulars sitting close-by what ‘that bird’ was or what’s happening in terms of
the pro�ile of birds on the move. Most will be happy to assist and can be great
mentors. Sharing the learning experience is better and ultimately more fun. The
banter at a group sea-watch can be very educational and entertaining, light
relief for the sometimes intense sessions. You’ll pick up on helpful tips such as
how best to scan, using natural or man-made markers, scope widths and ‘the
clock face’ to locate a bird. You’ll begin to �ind the �light lines for key species,
their shearing heights and distances, the best altitude to get the best angle on
the moving birds, the effects of the tide on the scale of movement and proximity
of birds passing offshore and many other factors which can vary and affect the
quality of your observations. Follow the weather charts to predict when birds
might be on the move – it doesn’t always work but certainly helps. Read about
the seasonal movements of our great ocean-going birds. Understanding what
species will be on the move from the South Atlantic northwards and vice versa,
or in and out of the Mediterranean, or to and from the Arctic (either side of the
Atlantic) will widen your awareness of what could be coming our way and
when. County Reports provide summarised accounts of the annual highlights
for each species whilst books such as George Green’s “The Birds of Dorset”
examine many years’ worth of data. Having got the bug, you may want to delve
further into the sea-watching literature, perhaps including works by Ashley
Fisher and Bob Flood and there’s even a new Seabirds identi�ication book on
the horizon to whet our appetites, by Harrison, Perrow and Larsson. Day to day
live-time information appears on birding social media - useful if you want that
level of immediacy and to alert others further along the coast if there’s
something special offshore.
Becoming more and more hooked on sea-watching can happen, and if you get
the chance, try to visit other great sea-watching locations around Britain,
Europe and more globally. Having done the prep work, you’ll then feel much
more con�ident out on the headland with the regulars – you might even become
one yourself. Perhaps you’ll discover your own sheltered spot and begin
building a patch list and some useful long-term data. Most days will be routine
inevitably. But memorable days will come; a fantastic passage of terns,
shearwaters or skuas perhaps or the �ly-past of a much sought-after personal
ambition bird. New horizons await every day, so above all, simply enjoy the
magical spectacle of sea-watching.
I’m no expert sea-watcher myself, but I keep trying and practising. It’s a great
leveller. I tell myself all I’ve said here and then assure myself its good for the
spirit too.

Dorset Bird Club
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A Personal Review of a Lockdown year
Joe Stockwell

I’m sure everyone is now fed up with the same line “2020 will live long in the
memory for the wrong reasons” and obviously in some respects it will but it
was also the year for getting back to basics. From simple garden watching to
heading out locally for daily exercise walks we all as birdwatchers came
together in the face of adversity and made the best of a particularly bad
situation. It had always been my plan to take a year off county year listing, �ive
out of the previous seven years I’d raced all over the place in search of 230+
species, a certain hindrance during the spring made this pretty easy, a serious
change to my birding was in order for 2020 and this is how it unfolded.
January started off in its usual vein, the �irst weekend of the month is the county
bird race and our team who’ve been together since 2012 were fully prepared as
usual. I split our route up into four and the days leading up to the race I cover
these sites so come race day we know where to look and don’t waste too much
time. By the 5th all of the county’s goodies had been moped up, the Wareham
Forest Great Grey Shrike, Hen Harrier, all �ive Grebe species, a wintering
Garganey at Lodmoor RSPB, various sea ducks including Long-tailed Duck,
Scaup and Velvet Scoter. Our day list total was 127, one shy of the winners but a
record for us, nonetheless. The rest of the month was quiet although did include
a rather painful dip on the West Bexington American Herring Gull on the 26th,
its true identity wasn’t realised until too late and several days launching bread
out to sea between Abbotsbury and West Bexington drew a blank, a �ly-by 1st
winter Caspian Gull on the 26th was scant consolation.
A rather smart male Penduline Tit at Lodmoor on the 5th February was always
going to be the highlight of what’s typically a quiet month, a return to work at
the Swannery in the middle of the month saw my local birding reduced
somewhat but the �irst week back did include two Firecrest, Red-necked Grebe
and Merlin so it wasn’t all bad, prodigious numbers of Common and
Mediterranean Gulls were present too proving an awesome spectacle most days.
March should always be an exciting time for any birdwatcher but we were
learning new phrases like Social Distancing and self-isolating, a trip to Cyprus
was looking more and more in doubt as the month progressed two more 1st
winter Caspian Gulls at work, a Black Redstart and the arrival of a few summer
migrants lightened the mood considerably, it was inevitable that on the 15th
our Cyprus trip was cancelled but we quickly arranged a trip to Norfolk instead,
perhaps naively not realising the signi�icance of the impending disaster!
Returning after �illing our boots with Norfolk’s winter goodies we immediately
learned what a Lockdown was all about, I’m happy to be honest with any
readers of this article that at the end of Boris’ speech on the 23rd I sat and cried
a little bit, life as we knew it had just changed and despite its message, I was so
upset that I couldn’t go birdwatching it bought me to tears. Further updates of
what we could and couldn’t do made me feel much better though with a daily
exercise walk permitted I knew I could bird the harbour and Ferrybridge…
Hard! The last few days of the month were a combination of local walks,
nocturnal recording; whereupon I place a microphone pointing to the sky with
a recorder attached and recording migrating birds at night! This proved to be
8
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one of the biggest sensations of lockdown with many hundreds of birders
investing in sound recording equipment to join the now regular recordists in
different parts of the country, I also took to staring out the bedroom Velux, the
latter proved to be one of the highlights of the year.
Early April is always great, I was missing being able to visit Portland and enjoy
the early arrivals like Willow Warblers, Pied Flycatchers and Redstarts but
word from Martin and Erin was not good, the weather though enjoyable for us
all wasn’t doing anything for the birding, this too was represented from home
although the 3rd yielded Willow Warbler, Swallow and Sand Martin so things
were beginning albeit slowly. Spectacular movements of Wildfowl were taking
place at night with Common Scoter and Wigeon being represented in
unprecedented numbers. The 6th saw my �irst seawatch of the season off the
Chesil, it’s two miles from my house and after the walk I had a sit down and
looked out to sea, a Little Tern �lew east and a 2nd was lingering for a while, 9
days earlier than 2019 I was absolutely chuffed. The next week saw more
hirundines arriving, a �lock of at least three Little Ringed Plover �lew over the
garden just after dusk while I was out having a glass of wine with my wife,
several Red Kites started touring the area and both Tree Pipit and Yellow
Wagtail made the list. A �lock of 18 Knot over the garden on the 12th was a huge
surprise while lounging in the sun, even my neighbours looked up when I
shouted “WOAH THEY’RE KNOT” rather too loudly. The 15th was a quiet,
beautiful sunny day, I headed out early in the morning as the sun rose over
Portland Harbour a few more year ticks were added from a short watch off the
chesil, back home while doing the housework I received a call from Paul Morton
he was alerting me to the fact a
White-tailed Eagle from the Isle of
Wight reintroduction program was
heading right towards Weymouth,
excited by this news I phoned a few
mates and a vigil began, it wasn’t long
before it �lew directly over the house!
sadly for those on Portland who might
have wanted to see it, the bird took a
U-turn and �lew back north, right past
the house again, reintroduction or not
this was the highlight of my year so
far. Moving on to the 22nd and an allday session from the Velux was in
order, it was clear right from dawn
that birds were moving and by the
end of the day I was so excited I could
barely contain myself; it was now I’d
realised lockdown or not I would
always love my hobby and make the
best of what I could.
The rest of the month continued in the same fashion, get up early, go for a walk,
get home and bird from the garden or bedroom, a routine which I began to get
accustomed to and the number of birds I could see or hear from home was just
astounding.
Dorset Bird Club
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May was always going to be dif�icult, there was clearly going to be lots of birds
around, it’s just that time of year but being restricted to short walks was going to
be a hindrance, or so I thought! A Roseate Tern sound recorded over the house
on the night of the 2nd was incredible and beyond my expectations, the 5th was
an excellent day, it rained a lot in the morning so I stayed in to write an article for
Birdguides, as I looked out the window I picked up a diver heading straight for
me, rushing upstairs I �ired off a few shots and it was a summer plumage Great
Northern Diver, these things always look insane past the bill let alone your house,
It also was a day for waders with two Avocet the highlight at Ferrybridge along
with a big increase in Sanderling and Little Terns. Going to bed full of excitement
for the next day I woke at 5:10 and looked out onto a freezing cold clear dawn
with a blasting North-easterly, a feature that had been present since about midApril, a Tree Pipit �lying over calling wasn’t enough to draw me away from a
warm bed and wife and so I slept in until about 7:30. Eventually I was out the
door walking to Ferrybridge, apparently nobody told the birds it wasn’t a good
day to move and upon my arrival at the Chesil Beach Centre a male Redstart
came in off the sea at height and �lew north east over the harbour, the carpark
contains a few tamarisks and those tamarisks each held a handful of Willow
Warblers and what seemed to be a Spotted Flycatcher in each one. A walk across
the grass towards the tern colony revealed a few Wheatear and a Whinchat and
then, as I turned back to walk
back a slim shape appeared
over the beach, it was quite
apparent it was a harrier
straight away but there was
something odd and incredibly
dark about it, It was a dark
morph male Montagu’s Harrier!
the next 30 seconds were
immense, I was watching such a
rare bird. Amazingly given the
panic I managed a few photos
and some video before it carried
on its journey, independently
picked up by Dave Foot further
down The Fleet.
Things remained fairly quiet as the month carried on. The clear north-easterlies
weren’t doing anything for the birding, so I turned to gardening more than I had
been doing previously. Towards the end of the month, we were given
permission to drive a bit further to take in exercise, a Squacco Heron at
Lodmoor was new for me in Dorset on the 22nd and I started to be able visit
Portland, a Turtle Dove on the 26th was my �irst in a few years and a massive
invasion of Rosy Starlings in France perked my interest so visits became daily.
Early June saw Lockdown pretty much end as we knew it and that signalled the
return to work. The 8th heralded a call I remembered from early May and in
with the Common Terns a Roseate stood out like a brightly shining apparition,
Crossbills began to move in huge numbers across the country in the latter half
of the month and I picked up birds both at work and home, a spectacular
moulting male Ruff at the Swannery on the 27th was nice to see.
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July is one of those weird months, it’s clearly summer, but the birding takes on
a real autumnal feeling and various waders like Green Sandpipers and
Greenshanks started to turn up in numbers at the Swannery. The evening of the
7th saw the unbelievable discovery of a putative Yelkouan Shearwater
potentially settled with Balearic Shearwaters off Portland Bill, its identity
wasn’t appreciated until photographs were sent to the Obs in the evening and
by the time they hit the blog I’d gone to bed and missed the mega message until
the following morning. A stressful day ensued given it was too late to arrange
leave to see the bird, I wouldn’t do it often but the magnitude of this one would
have warranted it. I �inally made it to the bill in the evening to witness a weird
event if I’m honest, for those there it was like Covid never existed and a rather
large crowd was gathered, I joined Dave Foot and Richard Newton, distanced of
course and we picked out the bird sat on the water. After a few minutes we were
treated to a fairly close �lypast and all features were able to be noted, an exciting
and educational bird. More waders as the month moved on also a few Yellowlegged Gulls started to appear at the Swannery, we managed to record more
than 12 species of wader in July which given we don’t have too much mud is
pretty decent.
A really good arrival/movement of Pied Flycatchers occurred in August both
seen during the day and sound recorded at night, the afternoon of the 17th saw
a frustrating little event at work, I picked up a really small looking skua almost
subliminally as it came up over the beach and disappeared down the �leet,
luckily the 21st was stormy and windy, 3 Long-tailed Skuas and plenty of other
seabirds were recorded on a near all day session at Chesil Cove. Returning again
on the 25th things felt good, a depression from the south-west was battering us
at dawn and the forecast showed the rain should clear away by late morning, I’d
texted John Down and invited him to join me “just before the rain was due to
clear as it would be good” 11:20 and it stopped raining and the sun began to
shine, 11:29 I pick up a Great Shearwater, you couldn’t have written it better!
The seawatch was brilliant, hundreds of waders were moving after being
downed by the rain, loads of gulls and terns also an hour passes and another
Great Shearwater �lies south, sometimes we look at the weather and think it
will be alright, this was different as it looked good from the outset and it
delivered the goods. A colour ringed Osprey at the Swannery was a great bird to
see, it was a juv having been ringed in the lake district just weeks earlier.
September started with a bang, the weather remained unsettled two Curlew
Sandpipers dropped in at the Swannery after having arrived from inland,
several ospreys were present and on the 3rd lots of us were treated to a juvenile
Sabine’s Gull at Ferrybridge/Chesil Beach, a White Stork of unknown origin �lew
west over Abbotsbury on the 4th, I was on a roll. The good fortune was
ultimately going to end, and it did so in catastrophic fashion, 12:35 on the 8th
and I pick up what’s either a Pallid or Montagu’s Harrier �lying down Shipmoor
Point at work, absolute panic set in as I both needed to see it well, photograph it
and get Steve Groves on it too. The rest is history as sadly I failed to do any of
these things and its identity will forever remain a mystery. The next day added
a bit of a county bogey bird to my Dorset list, Dave Chown had found a Dotterel
at White Nothe which remained until the end of the day which left me enough
time to twitch it after work. Three Spoonbill �lew past the house on the 15th
constituting the 1st record here, that and I realized lockdown might be over bird
Dorset Bird Club
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the house birding certainly didn’t need to be. On the 17th a trip over to Wareham
added a duo of Pectoral Sandpipers, my “easiest” county tick notched off During
the last week of the month a Lapland Bunting over top �ields on Portland was
expected given the large arrival of them further north in the weeks previous, a
couple of early Whooper Swans at work and another Caspian Gull was logged.
Now we come to October, I have three things to be incredibly grateful for in my
life, a very accommodating boss and job, an extraordinarily understanding wife
and where I live - three weeks booked off work, Frances fully aware I wasn’t
going to be around much and Portland just down the road, what could be better.
The 2nd was really windy, the hoped for seabirds didn’t materialize in Portland
Harbour like I expected but Bob Ford found a juv Kentish Plover at Ferrybridge
which was duly seen, back to work on the 3rd and it was damp, windless and
felt incredible, at least 5000 House Martin �lew north in 90 minutes, lots of
snipe on the move along with a few other waders, the mistle was hard going but
I �lushed a Jack Snipe at lunch which amazingly was my �irst of the year, the 5th
was the start of my three week Portland birding binge, the �irst week was
largely unproductive barring an Eastern Lesser Whitethroat and a �lock of
Crossbills, the second week however was a bit good…
A Whooper Swan west on the 11th was a Portland tick for myself and various
other island observers, the morning of the 12th added Ring Ouzel and Woodlark
to the holiday self-found list, I then received a call about a Red-breasted
Flycatcher trapped at the Obs which was nice to see, an hour later and “tck” “tick”
“tick’ “tck” a bunting was �lying over the slopes I picked it up pretty quick and
noted smudgy marks down it’s �lanks, a big supercilium and malar stripe,
RUSTIC BUNTING! I �ired off a few shots in the hope I could obtain a few record
shots, they’re not great but they’ll do, I retuned for coffee a while later only to be
told there was a Radde’s Warbler being processed in the ringing hut, what a day!
On the 13th there was a Fall of Yellow-browed Warblers, the 15th saw a massive
movement of �inches but also, I saw a Short-eared Owl, several Ring Ouzels, a
Dartford Warbler and a Lapland Bunting. On the 17th disaster struck, it had been
a quiet day until I received various phone calls alerting me to the presence of a
Great Grey Shrike at
Southwell, I struck out with
Erin Taylor to look for it but
failed miserably, we took a
walk back in different
directions, she saw it, I
didn’t, and it got dark. Predawn on the 18th and this
happened…
The �irst Great-grey Shrike
to be ringed at Portland Bill,
an amazing experience and
regardless of what some
may thing of ringing this is
superb way to be able to
observe often elusive of
skittish species.
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A Couple of days rest before things kicked off again a dawn Glossy Ibis was the
harbinger of a south-coast in�lux on the 20th it lingered for around an hour
before heading off north, the 21st was wet, and I mean wet! I arrived at the bill
late as Martin Cade took a phone call regarding a Swift Sp. Erin had just seen,
jumping into action I helped her look for it but ultimately it had either �lown out
to see or simply died in the atrocious weather. We returned for tea and a towel
to dry off, eventually the weather looked to have abated enough and I headed
out again, I’d barely walked 300 meters and �lushed an Olive-backed Pipit!
I shouted as I was in earshot of the Obs and it was watched to drop in the
garden, running back I picked up my sound recording gear and deployed it just
in case it �lew out, no more than �ive minutes passed before it did so and called
beautifully right over the microphone, result. A few decent seawatches also
added Sooty Shearwater and a Little Auk to the year list both of which tend to
be pretty tricky to catch up with every year.
November started a bit stressfully, an impending second lockdown did not help
so I �inished work early to be able to tie off a few loose ends and be available to
help out my Grandparents during another lock in, managing to get out for a few
mornings here and there I tapped into some decent vismig including 1000’s of
Pidgeon, decent numbers of �inches and even a Goosander at Ferrybridge. The
morning of the 12th I decided to take it easy as I was heading up to Blandford to
shop for my grandad, I then get a call about a big pale Redpoll, after deliberation
and trauma I managed to get to Portland before I left for Blandford, the bird
however was nowhere to be seen. A shout that they it was �lying with some
Lesser Redpoll saw me back at the Obs to be told it headed to Culverwell, a
ringing session was taking place but no sign, I wandered along a little further
and nearly trod on the thing feeding at the side of the path! It was a stunning
adult male Coue’s Arctic Redpoll, I ran back to the Obs as phone signal was poor
and left everyone to enjoy the bird, I eventually made it to Blandford on time
with shopping complete. On the 15th the wind blew up and the usual position
looking for leach’s Petrel was taken at the harbour, I failed all day sadly, but it was
softened with a call halfway through the day to say the Arctic Redpoll had been
trapped and would I like to see it.
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A few days later a very grey looking Yellow Wagtail led us a merry dance but
sound recordings proved it was just a Western, the same day also saw a Pallas’s
Warbler pop up right next to myself and Richard Newton and on the 24th
I found another along with a �lyby Serin.
December is very often my least active month of the year and one was no
exception, what with festivities and the fact it’s pretty miserable waking up at
8:00 and �inding it’s still half dark. A consolation however was �inally pinning
down a White-winged gull which had been tormenting several locals for around
a week, I managed to eventually �ind it settled at the Stone Pier where I could
con�irm its Identity as a �irst year Iceland Gull, the last county tick of the year
for me came following a phone call from Steve at the Swannery, a Ferruginous
Duck had joined the Pochard �lock, showing really well.
So that was 2020 for me, 220 species in Dorset, loads of decent self-found birds,
very little twitched and given the desperate situation a really nice years birding
made it shine. I’d love to be able to include more photos but also, I’m mindful of
making this 30 pages long, you can take a look though either my twitter:
@joe_stockwell or many photos on the excellent Portland Bird Observatory
website: www.portlandbirdobs.com/
Photos: Bar-tailed Godwit; Montagu’s Harrier; Great Grey Shrike; Coue’s Arctic Redpoll
& Lesser Redpoll

Dorset Records Panel Update
Ian Stanley

Guidence for Sound Recording
The rise in popularity of ‘nocmig’, with many birders now recording nocturnal
�light calls from their garden or elsewhere, has led to several local and national
rarities being recorded from across the UK. There has been much discussion
about the best protocols for accepting these claims of scarce and rare species.
Calls can often be faint or distant, and when taken in isolation can be sometimes
be misleading. In line with the approach now adopted by BBRC, the Dorset
Records Panel requests that descriptions of Dorset rarities that have only been
identi�ied from a sound recording should include:
•

A copy of the original recording, ideally including several examples of
audible calls.
The whole sequence of calls (not isolated calls) and ideally including some
time before and after the calls in question to provide context.
An accompanying sonogram of the calls recorded, with a description of
how the call was identi�ied.

•
•

A list of the species currently requiring a description in Dorset can be found at:
www.dorsetbirds.co.uk/description-species
and rarity forms can be downloaded from: www.dorsetbirds.co.uk/rarities
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Newly Split Species
The latest taxonomic research combined with the adoption of the IOC World
Bird List by the BOU has resulted in a number of species splits where the
identi�ication criteria are still being developed. In addition, as historical
records are often not suf�iciently well documented to allow retrospective
documentation of these new, often cryptic species, some records have to be
regarded as belonging to an ‘either/or’ species pair or group.
The BBRC recently published an update on some of these groups (British Birds
114: 8-17) and a summary from a Dorset perspective is given below. These
changes, and some additional genus and sequencing revisions are included in
the latest version of the Dorset List (Jan 2021), which is available to download
as a pdf at: www.dorsetbirds.co.uk/dorset-list
Subalpine Warbler
The Subalpine Warbler complex has had a long and complicated taxonomic and
nomenclatural history. Formerly treated as a single polytypic species, Subalpine
Warbler Sylvia cantillans, it was later split into two species - Subalpine
(comprising two subspecies pairs - ‘western’ iberiae & inornata, and ‘eastern’
cantillans & albistriata) and Moltoni’s. Further treatment has now seen it
reallocated to a new genus – Curruca – and rearranged into three species:
•
•
•

Western Subalpine Warbler C. iberiae (monotypic, inornata now deemed
invalid)
Eastern Subalpine Warbler C. cantillans (polytypic, comprising nominate
cantillans and albistriata)
Moltoni’s Warbler C. subalpina (monotypic)

There have been approx. 30 records of Subalpine Warbler in Dorset, with
accepted records of both Western and Eastern.
There are no records of Moltoni’s Warbler.
The identi�ication challenges posed by this complex are considerable and all
observers are urged to continue documenting any Subalpine Warbler as
thoroughly as possible. A review is being undertaken by BBRC in an attempt to
attribute historical records to a particular species, species pair or group.
Isabelline Shrike
Now split into Daurian Shrike Lanius isabellinus and Turkestan Shrike
L. phoenicuroides. Identi�ication is a long-standing issue and only adults are
considered by BBRC to be separable, and even then, not in all cases. Criteria for
1CY birds have been proposed but are not yet established with con�idence, so
most previous UK records are now classed as either/or.
There is one accepted Dorset record of Daurian Shrike:
2012

Portland Bill, adult male, 23rd-27th October.
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Turkestan Shrike has not been recorded in Dorset, but there are six records of
unassigned Daurian/Turkestan Shrike:
1959
1978
1985
1988
2014
2016

Portland Bill, adult female, 10th September
Winspit, 1CY, 14th-24th October
Portland Bill, adult female, 15th-23rd September
Durlston Country Park, 1CY, 12th-22nd October
Hengistbury Head, 1CY, 15th-16th November
The Verne, Portland, 1CY male or adult female, 30th October

Siberian Stonechat
The ‘Eastern’ stonechats formerly all treated as ‘Siberian Stonechat’ have been
split into two species, Siberian Stonechat Saxicola maurus and Stejneger’s
Stonechat S. stejnegeri. Identi�ication criteria is tentative and BBRC currently
considers just male Siberian Stonechats of the subspecies hemprichii (also
known as Caspian Stonechat) to be separable in the �ield. All other ‘eastern
stonechats’ are regarded as Siberian/Stejneger’s Stonechat unless identi�ied by
DNA analysis.
The sole acceptable Dorset record of either species was con�irmed by DNA
analysis and constituted the �irst British record of Stejneger’s Stonechat:
2012

Portland Bill, 1CY male, 24th-26th October

There are no accepted records of Siberian Stonechat in Dorset. All previous
thirteen records are now unassigned as Siberian/Stejneger’s.
Black-eared Wheatear
Now split into Western Black-eared Wheatear Oenanthe hispanica and Eastern
Black-eared Wheatear O. melanoleuca.
There are three accepted Dorset records of Eastern Black-eared Wheatear:
1975
1985
2000

Portland Bill, 2CY male, 14th June
Blacknor, Portland, 2CY male, 27th-28th May
Upton Heath, 2CY male, 25th-26th June

There are no accepted records of Western Black-eared Wheatear in Dorset.
A female ‘Black-eared Wheatear’ at Winspit on 16th May 1998 was originally
accepted by BBRC as Western - but after review was left unassigned as Eastern/
Western.

WANTED: ARTICLES FOR THE NEWSLETTER
Thank you to those of you who sent in an article for this newsletter. We had
such a good response that we are having to ‘stock-pile’ some for future editions
- in fact having a ‘stock-pile’ of articles is very useful in helping to prepare
them. Please continue to send in your articles, they are very much appreciated.
If you have a contribution, or would like some advice on an idea you may have,
please contact: admin@dorsetbirds.co.uk
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Bird Highlights: September to December 2020
Compiled by George Green
These records are largely taken from the Dorset Bird News sightings blog on the
Dorset Bird Club’s website. Records of national and county rarities will need to
be veri�ied by the British Birds Rarities Committee/Dorset Records Panel.
MEGA NATIONAL RARITIES
SHORT-TOED EAGLE: 1 was found waterlogged but alive on the beach at
Hengistbury on 5th Oct. Although it was taken into care it dead the next day.
If accepted as a wild bird, it would be the 4th British record of this species.
A photograph and brief account are on the CHOG website: www.chog.org.uk
ELE0NORA’S FALCON: an apparent 1st-summer bird was photographed at
Lytchett Bay on 25th August.
NATIONAL RARITIES
Kentish Plover: 1 at Ferrybridge on 2nd Oct.
Long-billed Dowitcher: 1 at Lytchett Fields/Holton Heath from 29th Sep to
7th Oct.
Western Bonelli's Warbler: 1 at Southwell Gardens, Portland �lew towards
Eight Kings Quarry on 11th Sep.
Coues’s Arctic Redpoll: 1 Portland Bill on 12th Nov was the 3rd county record,
the �irst two being at Studland NNR in February and March 1996.
COUNTY RARITIES & OTHER UNCOMMON BIRDS
WILDFOWL
Black Brant: up to 3 birds reported from various sites on the Fleet but
favouring Ferrybridge from 17th Oct into 2021. In Poole Harbour 1 at Brands
Bay on 20th Dec.
Grey-bellied Brent Goose: 1 on the Fleet on 8th, 9th, 10th and 13th Nov.
Pink-footed Goose: 1 was brie�ly at Chard Junction GP on 8th Oct.
Tundra Bean Goose: 3 at Winkton on 12th Dec.
‘Siberian’ White-fronted Goose: records of up to 16 from the Silverlake/
Puddletown Forest area from 17th Dec into 2021.
Ruddy Shelduck: a small in�lux in Sep with 9 on the Fleet from Chickerell Hive
Point on 13th and singles at Abbotsbury Swannery on 15th and Silverlake on
21st, 24th and 25th. One was present again at Silverlake on 10th Oct and later
on 5th, 7th, 12th, 13th and 19th Nov, also 1 on the Fleet at Rodden Hive on 5th
Nov. In Dec 5-6 birds were in the Winkton, South Bockhampton, Sopley area of
the Avon Valley from 13th to 20th Dec.
Green-winged Teal: male at Longham Lakes from 27th Oct to 21st Dec.
Ferruginous Duck: 1 at Abbotsbury Swannery on 7th Dec.
Ring-necked Duck: female at Sturminster Marshall GP on 10th and 12th Nov presumably a brief return of last winter’s bird.
DIVERS & GREBES
Great Northern Diver: 1 at Longham Lakes from 31st Oct to 17th Nov was the
�irst record for the site, also 1 at Lytchett Bay on 2nd Nov (a local rarity).
Dorset Bird Club
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GULLS, TERNS & SEABIRDS
Sabine’s Gull: 1 at Chesil Cove/Ferrybridge on 3rd Sep.
Ring-billed Gull: adult in a pre-roost at Lytchett Bay then �lew towards
Wareham Channel on 26th and 27th Dec.
Iceland Gull: 1 immature in the Portland Harbour/Weymouth area from 26th
Nov into 2021. Elsewhere reports from West Bexington on 17th and 23rd Dec
and Ringstead Bay on 27th Dec may have involved the same bird. Otherwise
singles at Portland Bill on 18th Dec and Durlston CP on 22nd Dec were probably
different individuals.
Caspian Gull: 1st-winter at Abbotsbury Swannery on 24th Sep, 1 at East
Bexington on 5th Oct and a 1st-winter at Mudeford Quay inside the harbour on
9th Nov.
Storm Petrel: 1 at Chesil Cove on 3rd Sep.
Leach’s Petrel: 1 at Chesil Cove on 1st Nov.
Pomarine Skua: 1 �lew past Weymouth Bay on 27th Oct, 2 at Portland Bill on
31st Oct, 1 in Poole Bay off Branksome Chine on 10th Nov and 1 past
Christchurch Harbour spit on 18th Nov.
Long-tailed Skua: 1 �lew through Poole Bay on 2nd Oct.
Little Auk: 1W at Portland Bill on 29th Oct.
Sooty Shearwater: at Portland Bill 9 on 30th Sep, 1 on 4th Oct, 7 on 24th Oct
and 1 on 21st Nov. Elsewhere 1 at Poole Harbour on 2nd Oct, 2 at Cogden Beach
on 30th Oct and a late bird at Portland Bill on 13th Dec.
In Lyme Bay from surveyors research cruise on 13th Sep:
1 Great Skua,1 or 2 Pomarine Skua, 13 Arctic Skua, 1 probable Long-tailed Skua,
1 Puf�in, 11 Storm Petrel,1 Sooty Shearwater, 300 Manx Shearwater, 120
Balearic Shearwater.
HERONS, EGRETS & ALLIES
White Stork: several reports during Sep and the �irst half of Oct almost
certainly linked with the Knepp Estate reintroduction scheme in West Sussex.
After singles at Hengistbury and Abbotsbury Swannery on 4th Sep a �lock of 16
was seen over Dorchester on 5th Sep. Thereafter there were reports of single
birds (possibly involving the same bird) during 16th Sep to 14th Oct from
Winterbourne Kingston, Tolpuddle, Lodmoor NR, sites along the Fleet and West
Bay. However the most watched bird (ringed) was by the A31 near Bere Regis
from 28th Sep to 4th Oct.
Glossy Ibis: 1 brie�ly at Lytchett Fields on 14th Sep. A noteworthy in�lux of at
least 8 birds on 20th Oct as follows - 1 at Peverell Point (08.00), 1 at Portland
Bill (08:05) �lew north and then later at Lodmoor NR from mid-am until 12.00
when �lew north, 1 at Lytchett Fields (10:40) then later at Holton Lee Pools
(13.20), 1 from Old Harry (10:40) �lew across Poole Bay towards Hengistbury,
1 over Studland village (11.00), 4 at Stanpit Marsh (10:45) and 1 at Abbotsbury
Swannery (11.00) then �lew west past West Bexington (11:34). Surprisingly the
only other Oct record was 1 at Swanage on 21st. A well-watched bird arrived at
Christchurch Harbour on 4th Nov remaining into 2021. It favoured Stanpit
Marsh by day and roosted at Hengistbury. Elsewhere 1 at Lodmoor NR on 9th
Nov and presumably the same bird over Ferrybridge on 10th Nov and 1 at
Middlebere on 1st Dec.
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WADERS
Black-winged Stilt: 2 seen to �ly into Christchurch Harbour on 16th Sep.
Dotterel: 1 over Wyke Down on 6th Sep and 1 at White Nothe on 9th Sep.
Buff-breasted Sandpiper: 1 St Aldhelm's Head on 20th and 21st Sep.
Pectoral Sandpiper: 1 at Kimmeridge Bay on 5th and 6th Sep and 1-2 birds at
Wareham Watermeadows favouring the Stilt Pools at Swineham from 10th to
26th Sep.

Pectoral Sandpipers
Swineham
14th September
David Foster
Grey Phalarope: 1 at Chesil Cove on 24th Sep. This preceded a marked in�lux
during Oct from various coastal/near coastal sites: 1 at Stanpit Marsh on 2nd,
1 at Lytchett Fields from 7th to 13th, 3 at Chesil Cove and 1 at Mudeford Quay on
8th and then singles at Rodden Hive on 9th, Abbotsbury Swannery on 9th, 12th
and 15th, Portland Bill on 10th, Stilt Pools at Swineham on 17th and Ferrybridge
and Cogden Beach on 30th. More notably 2 birds were inland at Bride Valley Fish
Farm on 24th with 1 bird remaining to 2nd Nov. Further reports in Nov were
1 at Ferrybridge on 1st, 2 at Chesil Cove on 2nd, 1 at Rodden Hive on 4th and
1 at Hengistbury on 6th. 1 over Ferrybridge �lew towards Chesil Cove on 19th Dec.
RAPTORS & OWLS
Honey Buzzard: 1 north over Portland Bill on 14th Sep, 1 �lew out to sea at
Durlston CP on 21st Sep and 1 over Radipole Lake on 27th Sep.
Goshawk: 1 west over Easton, Portland on 8th Sep and 1 at Dewlish on 7th Oct.
Black Kite: 1 possibly this species �lew west between Norden and the Purbeck
Ridge on 15th Sep.
White-tailed Eagle: singles over Wareham �lying toward Wareham Forest on
7th Sep and over St Aldhelm’s Head and Durlston CP on 11th Oct presumably
involved individuals from the IOW reintroduction scheme.
Long-eared Owl: 1 at Grove Stadium, Portland on 13th Oct and a probable at
Lilliput, Poole on 17th Oct.
PASSERINES & OTHER LANDBIRDS
Quail: 1 �lushed at Wyke Down on 6th Sep.
Turtle Dove: 1 at Portland Bill on 15th Sep.
Wryneck: singles at Maiden Castle on 2nd Sep, Broadcroft Quarry, Portland on
5th Sep, Charmouth West Cliff on 7th and 8th Sep, Cogden Beach on 11th Sep
and 1st Oct, Arne NR on 14th Sep and Durlston CP on 9th and 11th Oct.
Great Grey Shrike: 1 at Portland Bill on 17th and 18th Oct and 1 at
Hengistbury on 4th Nov.
Dorset Bird Club
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Chough: 1 reported from Lyme Regis Golf Club on 24th Sep is an exceptional
record if accepted by the Dorset Records Panel.
Yellow-browed Warbler: after 1 at Grove Stadium/St Peter's Church, Portland
on 28th Sep there was a major in�lux during Oct. Most reports were from
Portland involving 52 bird-days max 7 on 13th with much small numbers from
Christchurch Harbour (6 birds) and Durlston CP (5 birds). Otherwise there were
17 records from sites widely scattered both along the coast and inland, perhaps
the most notable being 1 at Chard GP on 25th Oct. In Nov there were further
reports from Portland involving 12 bird-days plus singles at 5 other coastal sites.
In Dec late migrants or wintering birds involved singles at Langton Herring on
1st, 4th and 6th and Pennsylvania Castle, Portland from 8th to 13th Dec.
Pallas's Warbler: all records were from Portland with 1 at Verne Hill Road on
31st Oct, 1 at Pennsylvanian Castle on 9th Nov, 1 at Portland Bill on 24th Nov
and 2 in a Weston garden on 26th and 29th Nov and 1st Dec.
Radde's Warbler: 1 trapped at Portland Bill on 12th Oct.
Dusky Warbler: 1 probable heard at cress-beds at Bere Regis on 12th Dec.
Marsh Warbler: 1 probable at Durlston CP on 1st Dec.
Red-breasted Flycatcher: singles at Portland Bill on 12th, 13th and 28th Oct
and 2nd Nov and 1 at St Aldhelm’s Head on 22nd Nov.
‘Siberian’ Chiffchaff: singles at Broadstone on 2nd Oct, Southwell, Portland on
5th Nov, Littlesea on 6th Nov, Bride Valley Fish Farm on 7th Nov, Wick Fields,
Hengistbury on 10th Nov, Lytchett Bay on 23rd Nov, Hengistbury on 27th Nov,
Langton Herring on 1st Dec, Northbourne STW on 6th Dec, Kinson STW/Stour
Valley NR on 8th and 31st Dec and Lodmoor NR on 17th Dec.
‘Siberian’ Lesser Whitethroat: most records were from Portland Bill with
1 trapped on 28th Sep, singles on 3rd and 5th Oct and further birds trapped on
10th and 18th Oct and 8th Nov. Elsewhere on Portland, 1 at Wakeham on 4th Nov.
Bluethroat: 1 female retrapped by the Fleet at Wyke Regis on 9th Oct.
Rose-coloured Starling: a juvenile at Portland Bill on 13th Sep and presumably
the same bird relocated at Weston, Portland on 17th Sep. Subsequently the bird
took up residence in Easton, Portland where it remained into 2021.
Tree Sparrow: 1 over Durlston CP on 9th Oct.
Richard's Pipit: 1 at Stanpit Marsh on 20th Oct and 1 possibly 2 north of Grove
Stadium, Portland on 3rd Nov.
Olive-backed Pipit: 1 brie�ly at Portland Bill on 21st Oct.
Haw�inch: 2 NW over Swyre Head on 13th Oct and 1 at Hengistbury on 4th Nov.
Serin: 1 at Portland Bill on 24th Nov.
Lapland Bunting: a notable autumn in�lux. In Sep there were singles at
St Aldhelm's Head on 6th and 13th, 2 at Hengistbury on 16th and then further
singles at South Haven, Studland on 17th, Portland Bill on 19th & 23rd,
Christchurch Harbour on 20th and 30th, Ringstead on 21st , West Knighton on
23rd and High Angle Battery, Portland on 26th. Further singles were reported
in Oct at Durlston CP on 1st, St Aldhelms Head on 7th, East Bexington and
Christchurch Harbour on 11th, Hengistbury on 12th, West Cliff, Portland on
15th and Wick Fields, Christchurch Harbour on 22nd. Finally 1 at West Bay on
23rd Nov.
Snow Bunting: well inland 1N over Wyke Down on 7th Nov was most unusual.
Ortolan Bunting: 1 at The Grove, Portland on 5th Sep, 1+ at King Barrow
Quarries, Portland on 10th Sep, 1 inland at West Morden on 12th Sep and 1 at
Tidmoor Range on 16th Sep.
Rustic Bunting: 1 �lew north at Portland Bill on 12th Oct.
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Dorset Bird Club Membership
Subscriptions
Annual subscriptions are due on the anniversary of your joining the DBC.
The current rates are:
●
Single membership
£15.00
●
Joint membership (2 adults/at one address)
£18.00
Each membership receives copies of the newsletter (pdf or hard copy
options) and a copy of the Bird Report.
DBC also offers:
●
Young Persons Membership
£0 (free)
[Aged 21 and under in full-time education. Please note: the newsletters
& annual report for this membership are sent in a pdf format]
__________
Please don’t forget...
if you change your contact details let the Membership Secretary know as
soon as possible.
If you are a tax-payer, and haven’t already done so, please consider completing
a ‘Gift Aid’ form to enable the Club to claim tax back on your subscription.
A form can be downloaded from:
https://dorsetbirds.co.uk/membership/
__________
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Richard Charman
20 Stourpaine Road
Poole
Dorset, BH17 9AT
email: membership@dorsetbirds.co.uk
phone: 07391 756053
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To join, to renew or for any further information about membership of the
Dorset Bird Club contact the Membership Secretary:
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