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Editorial
George Green

Thanks to John Lockwood
This autumn, John Lockwood decided it was the right time for him to step
down from being a Trustee of the Club. John has been actively involved with
the Club for many years. For example, he was Treasurer from 2009-2013 and
has helped with writing species accounts for the Dorset Bird Report since
2009. He informs me that he still intends to be an active member of the club.
John’s support and sound advice particularly during the past dif�icult two
years have been very much appreciated. On behalf of the Trustees, Committee
and Membership I would like to thank John for his support and time.

I am pleased to announce that Shaun Robson has agreed to replace John as a
Trustee. We are also hoping to appoint another trustee in the very near future.

WANTED: Articles for the newsletter
A big thank you to those who have sent articles for the Winter Newsletter. In
order to provide diverse and interesting Newsletters in the future, we require a
constant supply of articles. They can be short or long, serious or light-hearted
and on any subject you might like to write about. We would particularly like to
receive contributions from members living in the west and north of the county.

The deadline for the next Newsletter is 1st March 2022. Please send your
contributions to gp.green505@gmail.com

2020 Bird Report
All members should be receiving their copy of the 2020 Dorset Bird Report at
the same time as this Newsletter. The production of the Bird Report is a huge task
and involves many members of the club volunteering their time. On behalf of the
trustees, committee and membership I would like to thank them for their efforts.

2021 Bird Records
With the 2020 bird report at the printers, it's already time to start thinking
about the 2021 report. Could we remind everyone that all records and
descriptions for 2021 birds in Dorset should be submitted by 31 January 2022
so that we can crack on with putting the report together. If you report using
BirdTrack, eBird, the Club's hotmail or the DBC Forum we'll get your records;
otherwise please take the time to send in your noteworthy records - see 'Notes
for Contributors' in the last bird report for details. Also please see 'The Dorset
List' for what records to submit and which species require a description.

2021 hasn't been all that bad a year for birds: Iceland Gull, Desert Wheatear,
Whiskered Tern, Tawny Pipit, Melodious Warbler and White-tailed Eagle were
all enjoyed by many, as were numerous Wrynecks and Snow Buntings in the
autumn.

There should be plenty of photos to adorn the 2021 report and it would be
great if we could also have some good quality artwork of birds seen in Dorset
during the year. It's not too late for any artists out there to create something
from photos/notes/memory!
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From the BTO Regional Rep
Jack Winsper

The BTO has for some time now recognised that there are barriers to young
people becoming engaged in the conservation sector and so they set up a
Youth Advisory Panel to address the problem. The Panel has come up with a
strategy with one core principle, “Youth engagement, by young people, for
young people”. To help do just that, Dorset now has its very own Youth
Representative, Hannah Westhenry and she’s written the introduction below.

Youth Engagement
The words ‘Naturalist’ or ‘bird watcher’ are usually assumed to relate to
people of the older generation. This assumption that nature is only for the
older population, is all too familiar, with anyone under the age of 30 engaging
in such things posing risk of being branded as an outcast. It is not surprising
when what is shown on our screens is rarely representative of the younger
generation, making it hard to relate and connect with natural history. The lack
or representation of every social demographic, ethnic and age group, is
something the conservation sector needs to address.

It is vital for this to change. The importance of the natural world for mental
wellbeing is invaluable, especially those bought up in the generation of social
media which can lead to a multitude of complications for mental health.
Change allows a relationship between young people and nature to form,
granting them the desire to help care for our planet.

After a period of lockdowns, lack of physical social interaction and restrictions,
so many people of all ages have rekindled their love for the outdoors. People
have found the beauty in the wild world on their doorsteps. But as life has
begun to return to normal, it’s important to hold onto that new-found
relationship, and take full advantage of the opportunity to share it with others.

That’s why on Sunday 14th November at Lodmoor RSPB reserve, the British
Trust of Ornithology Dorset Youth Reps ran an event just for teenagers and
young adults. We guided the group around the reserve, showing off species
from birds to plants, that may have not been known were on our back
doorsteps. We identi�ied migrating species that have travelled thousands of
miles to settle down in Weymouth, to the autumnal hedgerow plants that we
walk past every day, but didn’t know the names of and the ways they can be
used in everyday life, from medicine to beauty.

Together we can make the natural history and conservation sector somewhere
everyone of all age groups, genders, races and demographic backgrounds feel
they have a place and a voice.
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DORSET RECORDS PANEL UPDATE
Ian Stanley

South Polar Skua – �irst for Britain and Dorset

The BOU Records Committee (BOURC) recently announced the addition of
South Polar Skua Stercorarius maccormiki to the British List, the �irst accepted
record being the skua that lingered on the beach at West Bexington, Dorset
from 27th January to 4th February 1996.

The acceptance process was problematic, the closely related Brown Skua S.
antarcticus and Great Skua S. skua can be very similar and dif�icult to separate
- even mitochondrial DNA does not help distinguish the taxa. However, thanks
to a series of photographs taken at the time, a positive identi�ication has now
been made following the assessment of primary moult, structure, plumage
state and bare part colouration.

An account describing the occurrence will be published in the 2021 Dorset
Bird Report.

The addition of the South Polar Skua to the British List automatically adds it to
the Dorset List, and this now stands at 430 species (made up of Category A = 410;
Category B = 9; Category C = 11).

An updated (October 2021) version of the Dorset List is available to download
on the Dorset Bird Club website www.dorsetbirds.co.uk/dorset-list

South Polar Skua, second-calendar year, West Bexington
January/February 1996 © Pete Coe
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Canford School House Martin Study
Roger Peart

There has certainly been a House Martin colony at Canford School, Wimborne
since the 1950s and probably for a very long time before that. Originally nests
were spread around various buildings, from the main school and teaching
block in the north to the older boarding houses further south. By 1993 the
colony had become concentrated at the north end. From past records of the
school natural history society numbers of occupied nests in the early 1960s
were around sixty – although one report in 1963 reckoned there were ‘153 at
17 sites around school’. Compared to years either side this is massive and
surely must have included old unused nests and ones on buildings not inside
the present grounds. In that era there were over 100 birds roosting in late
summer/early autumn on the roof of one three-storey boarding house.

From 1966 no regular counts of nests were made until 1994. That year counts
began again with nests on the Assembly Hall, the Monteacute and Beaufort
Housemasters’ houses (the latter becoming the health centre in due course),
the Biology/Geography block and the main school building. On the latter, apart
from the occasional single nest elsewhere, there were nine regularly used
nests in an arch above the �irst �loor window of the housemaster’s �lat. Fifty
occupied nests were counted, and a �irst attempt was made to catch and ring
predominantly adult birds at those nests. Five years later after the initial trial
period this was accepted as part of a BTO scheme called ‘Retrapping Adults for
Survival’ (RAS), which aims to collect data on the survival of adults of
individual species at speci�ic sites during the breeding season. [In 2019, as
part of the annual summary for RAS projects the following comment was
received: Your project is one of two active projects for House Martin and is the
longest running for this species].

As is the case generally across the UK numbers of House Martins have declined
considerably at Canford in recent years. From 1994 to 2001 the number of
occupied nests �luctuated between 50 and 76 (a bumper year – 1998!). From
then until 2012 it was generally in the 30s with a low of 25 (2003) and highs
of 44 and 42 (2006 and 2010). From 2013 to the present it has never been
more than 19. No birds have
nested on the Biology/
Geography block since 2010
– there was some building in
the courtyard on the north
side around that time but the
south side has been relatively
undisturbed until the last �ive
years. Similarly the high level
arch on the main building has
had no active nests since 2014
and there was only one in that
year. Since then nests have
been con�ined mainly to the
Assembly Hall (photo, right),
which is a long single-storey
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building with eaves at about 18 feet and the sides facing north and south.
Most years one, rarely two, nests are on a housemaster’s house nearby, and
the health centre which had just one in 2020. (Sadly, these two buildings are
due to be demolished next year).

As mentioned above the
RAS study has attempted
to catch as many adult
birds as possible each
year, hopefully retrapping
some which have been
ringed in earlier years.
Juveniles are an incidental
by-catch. The main
method is to use a
‘butter�ly-type’ net
constructed from a piece
of mistnetting threaded on
a circular wire hoop
(photo, left). This is put up

to individual nests early in the morning to catch roosting adults as they
emerge. Because nests are often in close proximity some birds are missed as
they emerge from adjacent nests! Occasionally a standard mist net on extra
long poles has been used, but this method generally fails to link individual
adults to speci�ic nests.

It is interesting that I have retrapped some individuals up to �ive years after
ringing, which shows how site faithful they can be. The table (see below) gives
numbers retrapped per year compared to those ringed. It is not only adults
that return to the same site. Of the numbers in that table, 16 have been birds
ringed as juveniles, one of which was back for the following 4 years.

Another point of interest is that they don’t always return to the same nest in
subsequent years. It may be that when they return the nest they came from
has already been taken over by another pair. However that doesn’t always
apply as there have been cases of birds returning to a different building in the
Canford colony. One, now famous (well, in my book anyway!) individual was a
female (V008808) �irst ringed at a nest on the main building arch in July 2008.
The following year she was retrapped on a health centre nest. In 2010 she was
nesting on the north side of the Assembly Hall and her last appearance was on
the south side of the hall in 2011. She liked a change of scene!

In the last two summers, 2020 and 21, building work has been undertaken on
the south side of the hall, with that area being fenced off as a working site.
So access there has been virtually non-existent which has much reduced the
numbers of birds caught. In 2020 only 20 birds were ringed, but four were
retrapped from earlier years, including one third and one fourth year bird.
[I did manage to slip through the site fence on the north side on two occasions
until the barrier was �irmly secured!] 2021 was even worse as the north side
was still out of bounds but also efforts to catch birds on the south were almost
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fruitless – only six new birds were ringed, but two previous year retraps also
caught. Hopefully building work will have �inished by next summer.
In 1986 several replica HM nests were made in the pottery department of the
school and put up on each side of the hall. Sadly no martins have ever taken to
them! However one by-product was that a pair of Mistle Thrushes built a nest
on top of the shelf which supported some – and reared two successful broods!

As a little addendum to this Canford study a colony at a private house north of
Verwood, near the Heavy Horse Centre, has been visited annually since 2011.
That year there were seven pairs on the north and south facing gables of the
house and twelve adults were ringed, plus two juveniles. Two years later there
were some changes to the south gable which made it unsuitable for nests. By
2014 numbers of pairs were seriously reduced. A low roof line to the east
provided an alternative location and before the next year a pair of arti�icial HM
nests were put up there. One of the pair was immediately occupied in the
summer! The design of this ‘nestbox’ allowed access for nest recording and
ringing the pulli, the �irst time I have been able to do this! Since then another
four boxes have been added including two on the north gable and most of
them have been used each year – until this summer, that is. There are
sparrows around the property and this year the martins deserted the site
completely, primarily due to being usurped. So no birds were ringed or nests
inspected.

A total of 56 adults and 10 juveniles have been ringed from 2011 to 2020, and
72 pulli since 2015. Six birds have been retrapped in later years – one three

years after ringing.

In addition to the house
being a good site for HMs,
there is an old stable block
at the property (rarely used
by horses, but mostly for
storage) and there are
usually up to six pairs of
Swallows nesting so this
provides another
opportunity for nest
recording and ringing pulli.
It is very dif�icult to catch
the adults due to the layout
of the individual stables.
There has been one
recovery of a pullus ringed
in 2016, found freshly dead

in May 2018 in a building about half a mile away.

For those who wish to know more about House Martins I can highly
recommend a very readable little book detailing the observations of one man
over several years in Holland: Guests of Summer – Theunis Piersma
(Published by and available from the BTO).
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CANFORD HOUSE MARTIN RINGING TOTALS

Ringed Retraps
(At least one year after ringing)

Ad Juv Total 5yr 4yr 3yr 2yr 1yr
1994 40 13 53 - - - - -
1995 37 11 48 - - - - 16
1996 23 4 27 - - - 6 10
1997 29 3 32 - - 5 7 7
1998 46 6 52 - 3 5 2 10
1999 9 6 15 0 0 3 2 1
2000 56 10 66 0 1 3 3 3
2001 48 4 52 0 1 0 0 7
2002 19 0 19 1 0 0 3 4
2003 26 4 30 0 0 2 1 1
2004 25 1 26 0 0 1 2 6
2005 15 0 15 0 0 0 1 3
2006 40 15 55 0 0 0 3 3
2007 32 4 36 0 2 0 1 9
2008 30 9 39 1 0 0 3 15
2009 14 4 18 0 1 1 1 5
2010 35 9 44 0 0 6 4 3
2011 31 13 44 0 0 1 3 13
2012 21 4 25 0 0 1 5 6
2013 10 0 10 0 0 1 0 0
2014 5 0 5 0 0 1 0 0
2015 13 1 14 0 0 0 0 1
2016 10 2 12 0 0 0 0 0
2017 20 1 21 0 0 0 2 0
2018 15 1 16 0 4 0 0 0
2019 19 1 20 0 0 0 1 2
2020 20 0 20 1 1 0 2 0
2021 6 0 6 0 0 1 0 1

TOTALS 694 126 820 3 13 31 52 126
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Birds of the Lower Stour Valley 1978 to 2021
George Green with thanks to Mitch Perkins

Introduction
Dorset’s varied geology and landscapes support some of the most important
wildlife habitats found in the UK. Since many of these are found along the
Dorset coast and within the Poole Basin with its lowland heaths and associated
woodlands and forests, it is perhaps understandable that the rich and varied
birdlife of our major river valleys is sometimes overlooked. This article attempts
to show this through my birdwatching experiences along the Lower Stour Valley
between Christchurch and Sturminster Marshall from 1978 to 2021. Most of
the information in this article involves two of my long-term ‘local patches’
namely the River Stour between Corfe Mullen and Sturminster Marshall and
the nearby Sturminster Marshall Gravel Pit. This is by no means a comprehensive
account of the birds at these sites, but concentrates on the more notable
changes in birdlife that have occurred since 1978.

How diverse is the birdlife of the Lower Stour Valley?
The table below shows my bird list totals for the Lower Stour Valley between
Christchurch (Tuckton Bridge) and Sturminster Marshall including all three
of my long-term ‘local patches’. A brief search through the Birds of Dorset book
and past bird reports reveals that at least another 18 species were recorded
from the Lower Stour Valley since 1961 which brings the total to 228. This
represents 53% of the Dorset bird list up to and including 2020.

River Stour between Corfe Mullen & Sturminster Marshall
Birding History
In 1978 my job as a Freshwater Biologist was transferred to a new purpose
built laboratory within the redundant Admiralty Waterworks building at Corfe
Mullen. This is located next to the A31 and immediately opposite the Mill
Stream. It didn’t take long for me to discover the potential of the nearby Stour
Valley for birds. Subsequently regular birdwatching visits were made until
2001. Thereafter my visits were occasional up to 2021.

Habitat
This part of the Lower Stour Valley mainly consists of farmland given over to
pasture for grazing by cattle and sheep. The river is generally deep, slow
�lowing and well vegetated with little marginal vegetation except or a few
reedbeds. The ‘western’ boundary along this section of the valley comprises

Sites Years No. of species % of the 2020
Dorset List

Lower Stour Valley 1974-2021 210 49
Stour Valley between
Corfe Mullen~S.Marshall 1978-2021 163 38

Sturminster GP 1997-2021 161* 37

Longham Lakes 2010-2021 167 39
*includes 3 species seen by other observers
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a mixture of mature
deciduous woodland
and hedges for about
two-thirds of its
length, whilst the
remaining third
consists of the
disused Poole to
Blandford railway
line.

Winter birding
From 1978 to 1991 there were several winters with periods, sometimes
prolonged, of very cold weather occasionally accompanied by heavy snowfall
and sometimes followed by severe �looding. This resulted in some
exceptionally exciting birdwatching, most notably involving major in�luxes of
wildfowl. The counts of some species were remarkable at the time, but now
seem totally unbelievable 35-40 years later. For example Smew was recorded
in 4 winters including a �lock of 12 in February 1986, Goosander was recorded
in 11 winters including a �lock of 45+ in January 1979, White-fronted Goose
was recorded in 4 winters including a �lock of 130 which stayed throughout
much of February 1982, and Bewick’s Swan was recorded in 10 winters
including a �lock of 22 in December 1981. All of the commoner wildfowl were
well represented during these periods including an astonishing �lock of
Wigeon during January and February 1979 with a peak count of 1500+ on 6th
February. The regular Tufted Duck �lock increased during these cold spells
regularly attracting small numbers of Pochard and on 2 occasions single
Scaup. When the severe winter weather was followed by �loods good numbers
of waders would appear. Lapwing, Golden Plover, Snipe and Redshank were
the commonest species along with occasional �locks of Dunlin and the very
occasional Ruff. Oddly enough gulls were not particularly well represented.
Another feature of these cold spells was visual movements involving such
classic species as Lapwing, Golden Plover, Skylark and winter thrushes along
with occasional �locks of White-fronted Geese and Bewick’s Swans. However
the sight of an immature Gannet �lying over the �ields on a calm sunny, cold
morning in January 1979 was most unexpected. There were also the typical
in�luxes of land-birds such as Skylark, Meadow Pipit, Fieldfares and Redwings
whilst Bramblings regularly appeared amongst the �lock of �inches and
buntings in a small kale �ield.

The milder conditions, which prevailed in the intervening winters and
during much of the 1990s, produced relatively little of great interest except for
the presence of small �locks of Curlew and Tree Sparrows during the late
1970s and most of the 1980s.

View of riverside
�ields near

Sturminster Marshall
January 2019
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Migration in spring & autumn
River valleys are important ‘�lyways’ for migrant birds and the River Stour is
no exception. The arrival of small numbers of Meadow Pipits in early March
was usually the �irst sign of spring. This was followed by the main arrival of
the commoner summer visitors from late March through to early May. For
many species it was dif�icult to distinguish between the arrival of local
breeders and those birds passing through on longer journeys. Some species,
however, were obvious migrants. These included Wheatears which occurred
regularly in small numbers along with occasional scarcer species such as
Yellow Wagtail, Redstart and Whinchat. In some springs there was a notably
late passage of Fieldfares occasionally extending well into May when some
individuals were in song.

Autumn passage was more obvious than in spring and, for most migrants,
peaked during August and September. Wheatears and scarcer species such as
Yellow Wagtail, Redstart, Whinchat and Spotted Flycatcher regularly occurred
in small numbers along with the occasional rarer species, for example
Grasshopper and Wood Warblers and Pied Flycatcher. Passage continued into
October and November mainly involving Skylarks, Meadow Pipits, Fieldfares,
Redwings and various �inches including Siskins and Lesser Redpolls.

From 1978-1987 the most notable feature of the migration periods was the
presence of an ‘off-passage’ �lock of Whimbrel with peak counts reaching 110
in spring 1986 and 65 in autumn 1978. In spring the �lock would appear
towards the end of April and often remain to mid May, whilst the returning
�lock would appear in July and remain into August. It seems likely these �locks
�lew to Poole Harbour to roost.

Small numbers of Green and Common Sandpipers regularly occurred in both
seasons with the very occasional Greenshank. There was also a large post-
breeding �lock of Lapwings present in late June into July. Rare �looding events
during the migration periods provided some notable sightings including Dark-
breasted Brent Goose, Little Gull, Black Tern and, in 1979, Dorset’s third ever
inland Mediterranean Gull.

Breeding birds
The river and bankside vegetation supported birds typical of a lowland river in
southern Britain. The most abundant species were Mallard, Moorhen, Coot,
Sedge and Reed Warblers and Reed Bunting. In addition 1 or 2 pairs of Mute
Swan, King�isher and Grey Wagtail also bred most years and a pair of Great
Crested Grebe also attempted to breed for several years in the mid 1980s. The
riverside �ields supported small numbers of ground-nesting birds such as
Lapwing, Redshank and Skylark. The greatest diversity of breeding birds,
however, was found in the mature woodland, hedges and scrub along the
‘western’ boundary. From the mid 1980s Garden Warblers colonised the
disused railway line and at least one pair of Cetti’s Warbler became
established in the area. Occasional records of Grey Partridge, Turtle Dove,
Lesser Spotted Woodpecker and Marsh Tit suggests that these species may
have been scarce local breeders.

Raptors including owls
It may be dif�icult to believe that from 1978 to 1991 Buzzards were rare
visitors with only 1-6 records annually. However from 1992 onwards the
species rapidly colonised the area and soon became a common breeding bird.
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Another raptor that moved into the area was the Peregrine which used the
pylons as regular ‘look-outs’ and, very occasionally, nesting sites. Hobbies
were regular visitors on passage and in some years there was evidence that
local breeders used the river and adjacent �ields as feeding areas. Both
Sparrowhawk and Kestrel were annual local breeders. Hen Harriers and
Merlins were recorded most winters during the late 1970s and early 1980s
but sightings were usually associated with the cold weather. Tawny and Little
Owls were breeding residents, but the latter species disappeared post 2000.
Barn Owls were �irst discovered breeding in 2006, but may have been
overlooked previously.

Non-breeding residents
There was a daily daytime roost of Cormorants on the pylons from 1978 until
maintenance work was undertaken in the late 2000s. Counts were usually in
single �igures, very occasionally up to 20 birds but increased during
1989-1991 the highest being 35 in February 1991.

From 1980 to 1987 a �lock of Grey Herons associated with the nearby �ish-
farm was often present in the �ields. There were frequent counts of 20-30
birds with peaks of 42 birds in December 1983 and November 1986. The �irst
Little Egret was seen in 1995 and thereafter the species became a regular
visitor in small numbers.

Sturminster Marshall Gravel Pit
Birding history
I �irst discovered this site in 1986 but it was not until 1996 that visits were
made on a regular basis. Since the site is private, initially viewing was
undertaken from the boundary track and public footpath. However in 2009
with the change of ownership I gained full access to the site.

Sturminster Marshall Gravel Pit
Top: September 2020

Bottom: July 1987
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Habitat & land management
In the 1980s this 26 acre site was active gravel workings. Once this ceased, the
site was eventually levelled during the mid 1990s and a 13 acre lake excavated.
The site was left to ‘rewild’ until 2009 when it was sold and subsequently
developed into a ‘syndicate-only’ carp �ishery. Since 2009 there has been very
little management other than that required to develop the site as a carp �ishery.
Apart from some judicious tree planting, the majority of the site has been
allowed to continue ‘rewild’, creating a rich and varied mosaic of habitats. This
is further enhanced by the boundary vegetation which consists of a mixture of
mature deciduous trees, including some �ine ‘veteran’ oaks, and thick high hedges.

This site cannot be considered in isolation from the adjacent land. The most
notable area is the neighbouring Dorset Springs �ishery which includes two
lakes situated within a well-manicured landscape. In addition there are two
�ields which, until recently, supported large areas of rough grassland and low
scrub. Sadly both have now been drained and converted to pasture suitable for
grazing by cattle and sheep.

Birds 1986-2010
During the period 1986-2010 recording was largely limited to waterfowl,
waders and gulls.

When the site consisted of abandoned gravel workings, the main attractions
were breeding Little Ringed Plover plus small numbers of migrant waders
including Ringed Plover, Greenshank and most notably a Pectoral Sandpiper in
September 1987. The creation of the lake in the mid 1990s resulted in the site
attracting a much greater diversity of birds. Perhaps the most notable feature
was the large numbers of gulls using the lake as a daytime roost after feeding
at the nearby land�ill site at Corfe Mullen. In the late 1990s and early 2000s
peak numbers ranged from 500 to 1000+ birds and were highest from autumn
through to the spring. Not surprisingly rarer species were sometimes seen, the
most notable being American Herring Gull, Ring-billed Gull, Iceland Gull and
Little Gull along with annual Yellow-legged and Mediterranean Gulls. Common
Terns were frequent visitors and Arctic, Little and Black Terns were also recorded.

An excellent variety of waders occurred particularly in the autumn when low
water levels revealed extensive lakeside beaches. Lapwing, Snipe, Green and
Common Sandpipers
were regularly seen.
A further 13 species of
waders were recorded
during this period
including Avocet, Knot,
Ruff and Turnstone.

The lake also attracted
a good selection of
wildfowl particularly
during the autumn and
winter. Tufted Duck was
the commonest species
with smaller numbers of
Wigeon, Gadwall, Teal,
Mallard, Shoveler,
Pochard and Goosander. Ring-necked Duck with Tufted Duck - January 2020
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A large �lock of non-breeding Mute Swans was a regular feature in late
summer and early autumn. A further 12 species of wildfowl occurred during
this period, the most notable being American Wigeon, Garganey, Ring-necked
Duck, Ferruginous Duck, Scaup and Smew. There were also sightings of Red-
throated Diver and Slavonian Grebe. Finally, Great White Egrets became near
annual visitors from 2003 onwards.

Set-aside
For a few years during the late 2000s a small �ield immediately adjacent to the
southern boundary of the site was part of the ‘set-aside’ scheme. During
winter this attracted several hundred �inches and buntings, Chaf�inches and
Linnets being the commonest species. Not surprisingly the �lock attracted
scarcer species including Brambling and Lesser Redpoll, but the most notable
sighting was a Tree Sparrow during the 2006/2007 winter.

Birds 2011-2021
From 2011 onwards, when full access to the site was possible, all species were
recorded from within the site and those areas immediately beyond the
boundary fence.

By now the large �locks of gulls had disappeared due to the closure of the
land�ill site at Corfe Mullen. In addition the site has become less attractive to
wildfowl and waders. Despite this a few notable species have been found during
this period including Ring-necked Duck, Scaup, Slavonian Grebe, Greenshank
and Little Gull. Also on the positive side Great White Egrets have continued to
be seen most years and in October 2020 Cattle Egret was added to the site list.

Although the numbers and diversity of wildfowl, waders and gulls have
declined, this has been compensated by an increase in the variety of land-birds
as the site has continued to ‘rewild’. In 2020, 41 species bred or attempted to
do so within and in the near vicinity of the site. These were mainly the
commoner woodland and hedgerow species but included some waterfowl.
The most notable of the regular breeders are Great Crested Grebe, Cetti’s
Warbler and a thriving population of Garden Warblers. Both locally breeding
pairs of Kestrel and Barn Owl frequently hunt over the ‘rewilded’ areas and
Hobbies occasionally visit the lake in search for dragon�lies.

Small migrants are a feature of the site most notably in autumn. Sadly the
recent conversion of two adjacent �ields from rough grassland and scrub to
grazing pasture has resulted in the loss of some once regular autumn migrants
notably Redstart, Whinchat, Stonechat and Wheatear as well as wintering
Snipe. However areas of scrub and sallow trees within the site plus the
boundary trees and hedges regularly attract other migrants, particularly in
autumn when they form feeding �locks along with the locally bred tits.
Chiffchaffs and Willow Warblers are by far the commonest species, but these
�locks regularly include other warblers and Spotted Flycatchers. Occasionally
scarcer species have been found such as Grasshopper Warbler and Pied
Flycatcher and in September 2017 a Barred Warbler was seen brie�ly. Winter
is often an uneventful period for small birds. Fieldfares and Redwings occur in
varying numbers, one or two wintering Chiffchaffs are usually present and
Siskins are seen most years. The most notable winter sightings are two
Haw�inches in January 2018 and a Firecrest in January 2021.

The site year list has exceeded 90 species annually during this period with a
record 104 species in 2018. The highest day list was 50 species in May 2021.
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Other Wildlife 2011-2021
Other wildlife has bene�ited as the site has continued to ‘rewild’ during this time.
A summary of the highlights are:
Dragon�lies & damsel�lies: 24 species inc. Lesser Emperor and Red-veined Darter.
Butter�lies: 23 species inc. a small colony of Grizzled Skipper discovered in 2021.
Moths: 135 species of macro-moths in 2021.
Miscellaneous: colony of Pyramidal Orchids increased from 18 spikes in 2020
to 220+ spikes in 2021.

Summary
The major changes in the diversity and abundance of birdlife are summarised
for each of the sites.

River Stour between Corfe Mullen & Sturminster Marshall
Losses: (i) breeding birds typical of farmland and wet meadows notably
Lapwing, Redshank, Little Owl, Skylark and Yellowhammer, (ii) wintering
�locks of Curlew and Tree Sparrow, (iii) large in�luxes of wildfowl and waders
during severe cold weather and �looding in winter, (iv) Whimbrel ‘off-passage’
�locks in spring and autumn and (v) Cormorant daytime roost on pylons.
Gains: (i) Buzzard, Peregrine, Cetti’s and Garden Warblers and Raven as
breeding birds and (ii) Greylag and Egyptian Geese, Little and Great White
Egrets and Mediterranean Gulls as regular non-breeding visitors.

Sturminster Marshall Gravel Pit
Losses: (i) large daytime roost of gulls (ii) Little Ringed Plover, Skylark and
Spotted Flycatcher as breeding birds (iii) migrant Meadow Pipit and ‘chats’
and wintering Snipe due to changes in agricultural use of adjacent �ields.
Declines: reduced diversity and abundance of migrant and wintering wildfowl
and waders visiting the lake.
Gains: (i) increase in diversity of breeding birds typical of scrub, hedgerows
and deciduous woodland and (ii) notable increase in diversity and abundance
of other wildlife including dragon�lies/damsel�lies, butter�lies and moths.

Conclusions
It should be remembered that my birding experiences of these two sites were
not designed as serious scienti�ic studies. The records, however, demonstrate
genuine changes in the diversity and abundance of birdlife in this part of the
Lower Stour Valley. On the negative side these re�lect the growing in�luence of
climate change combined in part with the impact of changes in agricultural
practice. On the positive side it shows that allowing 26 acres of post gravel
extraction ‘disturbed’ land to ‘rewild’ can result in a varied mosaic of habitats
supporting a rich diversity of wildlife extending beyond its boundaries.

Proposed Lower Stour Valley Regional Park
It is not surprising that I am particularly interested in the recently proposed
Lower Stour Valley Regional Park. It is impossible to fully rectify the impact of
climate change on birdlife since the 1970s. Nevertheless this could be a great
opportunity to help restore and enhance the habitats within the Lower Stour
Valley to the bene�it of birds and wildlife that still survives there.
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We have all had a particular special time in our (birding) lives and I would like
you to indulge me for a moment in mine. In 1986-87, when I was in my mid-20’s,
I had the privilege of working for 14-months on the sub-Antarctic Prince Edward
Islands as a Research Field Assistant for the Percy FitzPatrick Institute of
African Ornithology. The islands are located 1,350 miles south-east of Cape Town,
at 46°S in the ‘Roaring-forties’. Home was on Marion Island, the larger of the
two islands in the group (the smaller being Prince Edward Island). My main
work involved collecting data on Giant Petrels and Sub-Antarctic Skuas
including predation observations, food sampling, ringing and mapping
breeding territories. Amongst the islands’ 30 breeding bird species are �ive
Albatrosses (Wandering, Grey-headed, Sooty, Light-mantled Sooty and, on PEI,
Yellow-nosed) and many burrowing petrels. THEY ARE IN TROUBLE. Along with
other problems they face, they are now being eaten alive by mice. Although it is
largely chicks that are killed, adults are also being attacked.
Feral cats were successfully eradicated from Marion during the 1980-90’s,
leaving mice as the only introduced mammal. Now on Marion, and elsewhere
around the globe, mice are causing huge problems to breeding seabirds on
sub-Antarctic islands. Some mouse eradication schemes have been successful,
others are in the pipeline or underway (such as Gough Island). The task to
clear an island of mice is a major undertaking, even more so on an island the
size of Marion (29,000ha). The only practical way involves using GPS guided
helicopters to aerial bait the whole island. Working in the sub-Antarctic is at
the mercy of the weather - often windy, often wet. BUT IT CAN BE DONE!
BirdLife South Africa are raising funds to get the ‘Mouse-Free Marion Project’
off the ground. They have set up a ‘Sponsor a hectare’ initiative asking for
donations of R1,000 (£50) a hectare.
Marion Island was, for many years, the
largest island cleared of feral cats and
will be the largest island from which
mice will have been successfully
eradicated.
As Calluna Books, I publish the annual
Birdwatcher’s Yearbook. This year I am
aiming to raise funds for the Project by
donating 50p/25p for each direct sale/
trade sale of the Yearbook.
To �ind out more about the project, and
may be make a donation yourself, visit:
https://mousefreemarion.org/about/

Neil Gartshore

Grey-headed Albatross chick
Marion Island, 1986
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Book review:
Where to Watch Birds in Dorset, Hampshire & the Isle of Wight
Ian Stanley

The �ifth edition of this book, published in late October 2021, has been
thoroughly revised and expanded by Hampshire County Recorder and HOS
Chairman Keith Betton. Featuring thirty-�ive sites in Dorset, forty-four in
Hampshire and ten on the Isle of Wight, it’s a comprehensive review of the
most signi�icant places for birdwatching in our region.

The Dorset section focuses mostly on our well-watched coastal sites, and all
are described extensively – the Isle of Portland account alone runs to eleven
pages. Recently established birding locations such as Longham Lakes and
Lytchett Fields are included for the �irst time, whilst also highlighted are the
more under-watched parts of our coastline, the woods and commons of the
west, and the heaths and forests of the east.

Each account begins with a description of the site’s features and habitat,
followed by a complete seasonal review of both the typical and the more
unusual species that can be found, updated to include recent breeding records,
counts and rarity occurrences from the last decade. Useful advice is given on
how to time your visit for the best chance of seeing particular species, with
tips on weather conditions, tidal state and time of day. The access section has
changed considerably from previous editions, with the aim of providing
practical and useful information for those visiting a site for the �irst time, such
as detailed directions and a list of local facilities. Outline maps are concise and
clear, complementing the text and giving a good overview of each area.

Our birdlife is under increasing pressure from visitor disturbance, and the
location details of the most threatened breeding species are not revealed.
However, this book is an essential guide to our area, and will not just assist
visitors or those new to birdwatching to discover and experience the best of
our region, but also those of us who assume we
already know it reasonably well. From advice on
making the most of day trips to the New Forest for
Honey-buzzard and Haw�inch, to �inding the best
spot to watch Osprey in Poole Harbour, and even in
locating the ‘Stilt Pool’ at Swineham, this book will
guide you in the right direction.

**SPECIAL OFFER – 30% discount for Dorset
Bird Club members**

Use the discount code WTWB30 at
www.bloomsbury.com/wtwb for offer price of
£17.50 (rrp £25). Also available as an eBook or
PDF (rrp £22.50).

Offer ends 1st April 2022
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Bird Highlights: May to August 2021
Compiled by George Green

These records are largely taken from the Dorset Bird News sightings blog on the
Dorset Bird Club’s website. Records of national and county rarities will need to
be veri�ied by the British Birds Rarities Committee/Dorset Records Panel.

NATIONAL RARITIES
Bonaparte’s Gull: a 2nd-year bird at Lodmoor NR from 19th to 26th May.
Whiskered Tern: 1 �lew west at West Bay on 28th Apr before relocating to
Abbotsbury Swannery from 2nd to 8th May and then Longham Lakes from 9th to
15th May. Presumably the same bird brie�ly visited Mudeford Quay on 19th May.
Aquatic Warbler: 1 trapped and ringed at Lytchett Bay on 17th Aug.
Tawny Pipit: 1 at Cogden Beach from 6th to 10th May.

ALSO
Red-breasted Goose: 1 presumed escape adult in Lytchett Bay on 17th Aug.
Pratincole sp: 1 possible �lew over the Slopes at Portland Bill 08.00 on 18th Jun.
Booby sp: an immature at Portland Bill passing by in loose association with
Gannets on 20th Aug.

COUNTY RARITIES & OTHER NOTABLE SIGHTINGS
WILDFOWL
Dark-bellied Brent Goose: singles at Brands Bay, Poole Harbour on 22nd Jun,
Portland Bill on 17th Jul and Middlebere on 16th Aug were unseasonal records.
Ruddy Shelduck: 1 Radipole Lake on 1st May relocated to nearby Lodmoor
NR on 2nd and 3rd May.
Ring-necked Duck: the female which appeared at Longham Lakes on 3rd Mar
remained until 6th May.
Long-tailed Duck: the wintering 1st winter drake remained at Silverlake until
the late date of 7th May. A female at Lodmoor NR /Overcombe on 11th May was
another late bird.

GULLS, TERNS & SEABIRDS (also see Lyme Bay pelagics at the end of this section)
Iceland Gull: last year’s immature bird remained in the Weymouth area mostly
at Lodmoor NR until 27th May with presumably the same bird at 1 Weston,
Portland on 4th Jun.
Roseate Tern: good series of records early May to late Jul mainly from The Fleet
/Weymouth area with sightings of 1-4 birds from Abbotsbury Swannery,
Ferrybridge and Lodmoor NR presumably involving the same birds.
Elsewhere 1 at Brownsea on 8th Jun and another seen from the Brownsea
Island Ferry on 27th Jul, 1 at Stanpit Marsh/Mudeford Quay on 5th Jul, 3 at
Stanpit Marsh on 12th Jul with 1 there on 13th Jul.
White-wingedBlack Tern: 1 brie�ly at Ferrybridge and Lodmoor NR on 25th Aug
with a probable at Cuttcleaves Cove, The Fleet on 27th Aug.
Pomarine Skua: the regular passage of birds continued from Apr throughout
May into Jun. As usual most reports were from Portland Bill and sites along
Lyme Bay but involving very small numbers – mainly 1-2 birds but 3 at Chesil
Cove on 10th and 11th May and 3 at Portland Bill on 17th Jun. Elsewhere 2 at
Hengistbury on 9th May, 1 at Hengistbury passed inside the harbour on 16th May
and 1 in Weymouth Bay on 6th Jun.
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Long-tailed Skua: singles at Portland Bill on 9th and 23rd May.
Black Guillemot: the bird seen mainly off Barton on Sea (Hampshire) wandered
into Dorset’s coastal waters off Chewton Bunny and Highcliffe on 23rd and
24th Jul. On the latter date it was taken into care as it was looking unwell.
Storm Petrel: a few records in May re�lecting stormy conditions at times
during the month with 1 at Old Harry, Studland on 8th, singles (perhaps the
same bird) at Chesil Cove and nearby Camp Road, Wyke Regis on 21st, 2 at
Portland Bill and 1 at West Bay on 22nd, 5 at West Bay, 2 at West Bexington
and 1 at Hengistbury on 23rd, another at Hengistbury on 24th and �inally 1 at
Portland Bill on 25th. Otherwise, 1 at Portland Bill on 6th Jul.
Sooty Shearwater: 1 Portland Bill seen 800m off the Bill from a boat on 25th Jul.
Balearic Shearwater: 1 Portland Bill on 16th Jun followed by frequent reports
throughout Jul and Aug. Numbers were generally in single �igures but there was
a very high count of 325E on 23rd Aug with 55 on 25th Aug. Elsewhere 3 at
Cogden Beach on 6th Aug followed 3 on 12th Aug and 8 on 26th Aug, 12 off the
Chesil on 21st Aug and in the east of the county 1 at Branksome Chine and 1 at
Hengistbury on 30th Jul.
Manx Shearwater: 1000+ off Portland Bill on 27th Jun was an exceptionally
high count.

LYME BAY PELAGICs: 26th Aug - Shearwaters: 220 Balearic, 3 Sooty, 6 Manx;
Skuas: 1 Pomarine, 3 Arctic, 1 Great; 12 Storm Petrel; Gulls: 1 Yellow-legged,
4 Mediterranean, 1 Little; Terns: 1 Arctic, 30 Common, 1 Sandwich.
29th Aug - 35 Storm Petrel.

HERONS, EGRETS & ALLIES
Crane: 2 in �ield by A35 Bakers Arms roundabout, Lytchett Minster on 9th
May and 4 seen �lying south down Allen Valley by the Horton Inn on 17th Jul.
White Stork: 1 seen over Abbotsbury Swannery, West Bexington, Weymouth
Bay, Greenhill and Lorton Valley on 14th Jul. It was seen again at Abbotsbury
Swannery on 15th Jul. Elsewhere 1 north over Lytchett Bay/Upton also on
14th Jul may have involved the same individual. Some if not all sightings of
White Storks in Dorset are likely to be linked with the Knepp Park
reintroduction scheme in West Sussex.

WADERS & RAILS
Spotted Crake: 1 heard between Burton and Winkton on 28th Jun and a juv at
Lodmoor NR on 17th and 22nd Aug.
Temminck’s Stint: 1 seen brie�ly at Lodmoor NR on 28th Aug.

RAPTORS & OWLS
Honey Buzzard: singles at Coward's Marsh on 14th May, Lytchett Bay on
11th Jun, Lytchett Fields on 30th Jun and Oakdale on 25th Jul.
Hen Harrier: 3 unseasonal records, possibly the same individual, seen at
Slepe Heath on 1st Jun, Woolsbridge on 7th Jun and East Parley on 6th Jul.
Red Kite: a notable but passage of birds during 29th May to 1st Jun involving
10 along the Purbeck coast (8 at lunchtime) and 9 over Parkstone on 29th, 4 at
Bridport, 3 at Worth Matravers, 2 at Chapman's Pool and singles at Parkstone,
Kimmeridge, Ridge, Ballard Down and Lilliput on 30th, 6 at Sixpenny Handley,
4 again at Bridport, 3 at Litton Cheney and 1 at Lodmoor NR on 31st and 2 at
Portesham and singles at Watton Hill, Bridport and Parkstone on 1st.
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Black Kite: 1 �lew west at Burton on 28th May, 1 at Spetisbury on 27th Jun,
1 at Godlingston Heath on 2nd Jul and a probable over Keysworth on 8th Jul -
possibly the same as the Godlingston Heath bird.
White-tailed Eagle: singles at St Aldhelm's Head on 9th May and over Poole
Harbour on 9th Jun – presumably from the Isle of Wight reintroduction scheme.

PASSERINES & OTHER LANDBIRDS
Quail: singles at Portland Bill and Old Harry Rocks on 7th Jun, 1 �lushed by the
footbridge at Ferrybridge on 18th Jul, 1 at Cranborne on 1st Aug, 2 at
Witchampton on 2nd Aug and 1 at Stanpit Marsh on 4th Aug.
Nightjar: 11 on Puddletown Road on 12th May and singles in gardens at
Bournemouth on 12th Aug and Weymouth on 20th Aug were notable
sightings.
Alpine Swift: 1 high over Fortuneswell, Portland on 12th May and a possible
over North Portland on 6th Jul.
Turtle Dove: a few spring migrants with 1 at Reap Lane, Portland on 1st and
2nd May, 1 in a Studland garden and 1 at Wakeham, Portland on 9th May and
1 in a private garden, Portland on 14th May. More unusually 1 with a �lock of
Stock Doves visited a private garden in Southwell, Portland on 23rd Jun with
2 there the following day. Finally, 1 was heard at Stanpit on 11th Jul.
Hoopoe: singles in private gardens at Studland on 30th Apr and Langton
Herring on 12th May.
Wryneck: a small in�lux in late Aug with singles at Church Knowle and West
Bexington on 25th, Cogden Beach on 26th, Portland Bill on 27th, 28th & 30th
and the Bridging Camp, The Fleet on 31st.
Red-backed Shrike: late spring migrants at Portland Bill on 30th May and
Cogden Beach on 4th Jun. Autumn migrant involved singles at West Bexington
on 24th & 25th Aug and Arne NR on 25th Aug.
Woodchat Shrike: singles at Iford Golf Course on 18th & 19th May, North
Portland on 29th May and Portland Bill from 7th to 12th Jun.
Golden Oriole: singles at Cerne Abbas on 7th May, Durlston CP on 11th May,
Portland Bill on 14th May and Rempstone Heath brie�ly before �lying towards
Arne NR on 1st Jun.
Chough: 1 at Portland Bill from 11th to 13th May perhaps involved the
uncon�irmed report of 1 on at Southwell, Portland on 15th Apr.
WoodWarbler: singles at on 1st May and Christchurch Harbour Salt Hurns
on 27th May.
‘Siberian’ Chiffchaff: 1 at Easton, Portland on 7th May.
Melodious Warbler: a singing male at Middlebere near the Harrier Hide/
Shepherds hut from 24th to 28th Jun. This is a particularly noteworthy
sighting not only for its location but also for being the county’s �irst summer
record of a singing male. Otherwise, 4 autumn migrants at more traditional
sites with singles at Portland Bill on 22nd Jul, Cogden Beach on 26th Jul,
Durlston CP on 2nd Aug, trapped and ringed at Portland bird Observatory on
23rd Aug and re-trapped there on 25th Aug.
Rose-coloured Starling: a national in�lux of birds was re�lected by series of
sightings from late May into Jun. Most reports were from Portland with 1 at
Easton on 31st May, 2 brie�ly at Portland Bill on 2nd Jun, 2 at Southwell on
5th Jun with 1 there on 6th Jun, 1 at Watery Lane on 8th Jun, 1 at Barleycrates
Lane on 9th Jun and 1 at Portland Bill on 19th Jun. Elsewhere 1 at Wyke Regis
on 9th Jun and singles at Durlston CP and West Cliff Estate, West Bay on 12th Jun.
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Ring Ouzel: late spring migrants at Stubhampton on 14th May and Christchurch
Harbour on 31st May.
Nightingale: single migrants at Portland Bill on 13th and 28th May.
Red-breasted Flycatcher: 1 trapped and ringed at Portland Bird Observatory
on 13th Jun.
Tree Sparrow: 1 brie�ly at St Aldhelms Head on 28th May.
Blue-headedWagtail: 1 at Portland Bill on 19th May.
Common Rose�inch: 1 at Durlston CP on 28th May and 1 at Portland Bill on
13th Jun.
Serin: 1 �lew east over Crouch Hill, Stanpit Marsh on 2nd May, singles at
Portland Bill on 3rd, 7th, 10th and 11th May (possibly the same bird), 2 at
Castletown, Portland on 12th May, 1 at Durlston CP on 26th May and 1 at
Portland Bill on 2nd Jul.
Cirl Bunting: 1st summer male trapped and ringed at Portland Bill on 23rd Jun.

Chough: Olly Frampton

Bonaparte’s Gull: David Foster

Melodious Warbler: Ian Ballam
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