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Dorset News 
The newsletter for BTO members and volunteers in Dorset  

January 2023 

 

 
Welcome 
 
Welcome to the January newsletter for BTO members and volunteers in Dorset. Thank you to 
everyone who supports BTO through membership, volunteering for survey work, ringing, nest 
recording, Garden BirdWatch or entering bird records into BirdTrack. Your help and support are 
really appreciated. 
 
Jack Winsper the BTO Regional Representative for Dorset stepped down from the role during the 
summer. We would like to thank Jack very much for his hard work and support over the four years 
he was Regional Rep – it was always a pleasure working with him. We wish Jack all the best for the 
future.  
 
In this newsletter, we will cover a wide variety of subjects. As well as sharing details of vacant 
sites/stretches for BBS & WBBS, the Heronries Census and WeBS, we will also provide updates on 
several new projects, including the Seabird Monitoring Programme (SMP) and the Goose and Swan 
Monitoring Programme (GSMP). 
 
Additionally, we will look ahead to the Woodcock Survey, which will take place this spring. You can 
also find out more about the new BirdTrack app. This not only has a fresh, updated new look, there 
is also now functionality to record some non-bird species via the app, which hasn’t been possible 
until now. 
 

BTO/JNCC/RSPB Breeding Bird Survey and Waterways Breeding Bird Survey 
Very many thanks to all the Breeding Bird Survey (BBS) and Waterways 
Breeding Bird Survey (WBBS) volunteers who cover a square or stretch 
of waterway in Dorset. This season, 48 volunteers surveyed a total of 
62 BBS squares across Dorset. Two WBBS stretches were surveyed in 
Dorset during 2022. There are currently two vacant WBBS stretches 
across the region (one near Maiden Newton and one near Sturminster 
Marshall respectively). If you would like to find out more details about 
either of these stretches, you can find out how to do so below.  

These surveys require an optional recce visit in early spring to record 
habitat and check the route, and two visits to record birds (and 
optionally mammals) between early April and late June. There is also 
the option to make additional visits to record butterflies later in the 
summer. 

To take on a square or stretch, you need to be able to identify by sight 
and sound the species you are likely to find in the square or stretch. 
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We are keen to improve the coverage in Dorset, so if you are interested, please have a look at the 
map below showing the available squares or look online here (BBS squares): 
https://app.bto.org/bbs/public/request-square.jsp or here (WBBS stretches) 
https://www.bto.org/our-science/projects/waterways-breeding-bird-survey. Alternatively, you can 
email bbs@bto.org for further information. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Heronries Census 
The Heronries Census is the longest running annual 
bird survey and started in 1928. The Census requires 
up to three visits between March and May to count 
‘apparently occupied nests.’ 
 
Across much of England, Grey Herons nest colonially, 
and some colonies are straightforward to see into 
before deciduous trees burst into leaf.  They will also 
nests in conifers, particularly in Scotland and other 
areas where commercial forestry occurs. This is 
therefore quite a good 'starter survey' for folks 
looking to get involved, as well as being interesting 
and rewarding for experienced volunteers. 
 
Thank you very much to all of you that took place in the Heronries Census across Dorset this year. 
 
If you are interested in taking part in the Heronries Census next breeding season, you can view the 
vacant sites map here: https://app.bto.org/colonies/public/vacant-sites.jsp Alternatively, please 
contact herons@bto.org if you are keen to help. 
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BTO/RSPB/JNCC Wetland Bird Survey  
Wetland Bird Survey (WeBS) surveyors monitor 
the UK's internationally important non-breeding 
waterbirds at inland and coastal sites. Following 
a tradition begun in 1947, wetland sites are 
counted once per month, providing data for 
population and trends in abundance and 
distribution. The network of sites legally 
protected for their importance to wintering 
waterbirds depends fundamentally on the 
WeBS counts.  WeBS is in good shape in Dorset 
– thank you to everyone who takes part! 

There are several sites in Dorset that need 
volunteer counters. There are a couple of 
vacant WeBS sites around Wimborne Minster and in the Frome Valley west of Wareham.  
Additionally, there are vacant sites around both Sturminster Newton and Maiden Newton. (WeBS 
Local Organiser contact, Nicky Hoar)  
 
You can find all these sites online at: https://app.bto.org/websonline/sites/vacant/vacant-sites.jsp 
 
It would be fantastic to get some of these sites covered. Some are quite small sites, with relatively 
few birds, so a great way to get started with taking part in surveys. If you are interested in helping 
with WeBS in Your Region, please contact the relevant WeBS Local Organiser listed below. 
 
 

Woodcock Survey  
We are currently preparing a national Woodcock Survey for 2023. This will be the third national 
survey (last carried out in 2003 and 2013) and we need volunteers to help with the survey. Please 
have a look at the map below at the Available (Priority) squares in yellow, and Available squares in 
blue. 

Three visits at dusk will be 
required between May and 
June. For more information 
about the Woodcock Survey, 
please visit 
https://www.bto.org/our-
science/projects/woodcock-
survey  where you can select a 
square from a map or email: 
woodcock@bto.org. 
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BirdTrack  
BirdTrack (www.birdtrack.net) is a free and convenient way of storing 
your bird records either on the BirdTrack website or via the 
smartphone app. The system lets you keep up to date with what others 
are seeing, view the latest trends, and contribute your data to BTO 
science. Remember you can record a wide range of other taxa – 
butterflies, orchids, amphibians & reptiles, dragonflies, and mammals. 
 
BirdTrack can be used flexibly, for a few 'casual records' of interest, but 
also for 'complete lists'. Keeping regular 'complete lists' is a 
straightforward way of recording how things change with the seasons, 
and from year to year. By looking more closely you'll notice more, and 
the presence or absence of certain species will stand out. It's also very 
rewarding! Data collected in this way is particularly valuable for our 
scientists, too! 
 
As mentioned in the introduction, an update was recently released to 
the smartphone app. As well as a fresh, new look, it is now possible to 
record other taxa via the app. It is simple and intuitive to use, so why 
not give it a go. You can download the app free from your app store.  
 
You can find out more about the app here: 
https://www.bto.org/our-science/projects/birdtrack/taking-
part/birdtrack-apps 
 

 
Breeding Waders of Wet Meadows 2022 

Thank you very much to everyone who took part in the Breeding Waders of Wet Meadows Survey 
this year, we really appreciate it. The 2021/22 survey data have now been extracted and analysis is 
underway with results and reporting scheduled to be complete by the end of 2022. BTO will examine 
the site level population and habitat changes that have occurred since 1982 and 2002, while the 
RSPB will focus on the field level changes since 2009/10. A BTO News article summarising the results 
will be prepared for spring/summer 2023 and at least one peer reviewed publication will be 
submitted during 2023. 

 
Seabird Monitoring Programme 

The Seabird Monitoring Programme (SMP) is a 
partnership between BTO and JNCC (Joint Nature 
Conservation Committee), in association with the RSPB. 
BTO took over the organisation of the programme in July 
this year.  

 
The Seabird Monitoring Programme monitors population 
changes of our internationally important breeding 
seabird species at coastal and inland colonies across the 
UK. 

 
Britain and Ireland are home to the majority of Europe’s 
seabirds, so our seabird breeding colonies are of international importance. It is vital therefore, that 
we have up to date information on their status and health. The Seabird Monitoring Programme 
monitors breeding seabirds across the United Kingdom, the Isle of Man and the Channel Islands on 
an annual basis to provide data for the conservation of their populations. The scheme also provides 
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the foundation in enabling vicennial (every 20 years) breeding seabird censuses of the UK and 
Ireland.  

 
Scheme participants, both non-professional and professional surveyors, visit sites at both inland and 
coastal locations to count numbers of breeding seabirds and where possible, their chicks, to monitor 
breeding successes. Additional data on survival, diet and phenology are collected at Key Sites.  

 
If you would like more information about the Seabird Monitoring Programme (SMP) please visit: 
https://www.bto.org/our-science/projects/seabird-monitoring-programme or email: smp@bto.org) 
 

Goose & Swan Monitoring Programme 
We are pleased that we are working in partnership JNCC and 
NatureScot to coordinate the Goose and Swan Monitoring 
Programme (GSMP). GSMP monitors the abundance and 
breeding success of the UK’s native geese and migratory 
swans during the non-breeding season. At BTO we will be 
directly coordinating the annual Icelandic Goose Census 
(IGC), which monitors Pink-footed Goose and Icelandic-
breeding Greylag Geese and the Age Assessment monitoring 
of 11 migratory goose and swan populations, both of which 
surveys we are now developing an online data entry system 
for. There are a small number of Local Organisers for IGC, 
who we hope will become involved in the BTO Regional Network. 
 
If you would like to find out more about the Goose and Swan Monitoring Programme, please visit: 
https://www.bto.org/our-science/projects/goose-and-swan-monitoring-programme or email: 
gsmp@bto.org 
 

Training 

Keep an eye out for new online training courses on the BTO website: 
https://www.bto.org/develop-your-skills/training-courses A course on corvid ID (2 sessions, £24) will 
take place in February. Please contact: training@bto.org for more information. 
 

Nest Recording 

Every year volunteer Nest Recorders look forward to the spring and summer months when they can 
once again get out monitoring birds’ nests. The information gathered can be vital in understanding 
the reasons behind population change, by simply recording how many eggs and chicks there are in a 
nest, as well as if it succeeded in raising a brood or not. 
Data from the BTO Nest Record Scheme were among the first pieces of evidence, demonstrating the 
impacts of climate change on breeding birds. Examination of Nest Record Scheme data revealed that 
many bird species are nesting earlier now than they did just a few decades ago, a consequence of a 
warming climate. 
 

For the volunteer, monitoring nests provides a rare and captivating insight into the lives of our wild 
birds and can be an incredibly rewarding pastime. Using the Nest Record Scheme 
(https://www.bto.org/our-science/projects/nest-record-scheme/taking-part/coc), monitoring nests 
shouldn't affect the birds being monitored, and taking part is a really simple thing to do. From Blue 
Tits nesting in your garden nest box, swans on the river, or the Blackbird nesting at your local park, 
all nest records are welcome. 
 

More information on how to take part can be found here:  https://www.bto.org/how-you-can-
help/providing-birds/putting-nest-boxes-birds/monitoring-nests.   
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The 2021 Online Ringing and Nest Recording report has recently been published. A total of 298 nest 
records were submitted last year across Dorset. This included 35 nest records of Barn Owl and 27 
nest records of Little Tern.  
 
You can access this information and more here: https://www.bto.org/our-science/projects/nest-
record-scheme/publications/online-nesting-reports 
 

 
 

Ringing 

The online ringing report was recently updated to include information for 2021 
(https://www.bto.org/our-science/projects/ringing/publications/online-ringing-reports).  
NOTE: you can select your county and extract information on numbers of each species ringed in your 
county and by clicking on the Swallow icon at the end of the line you can see interesting recoveries 
relating to your county. A total of 35,460 birds were ringed in Dorset in 2021. This included 101 
Firecrest and seven Water Pipit.   

 
Online Migration Atlas launched 

The Eurasian African Bird Migration Atlas brings together data collected by volunteer bird ringers 
and researchers from across Europe and the EURING community. The website is: 
www.migrationatlas.org 

 
The Atlas presents interactive maps for 300 species, with interpretive texts and supporting statistics. 
The Atlas includes over a century of Bird Ringing data and, for a number of species like Curlew, some 
more recent tracking data. With six different map views and interactive features, the Atlas provides 
an incredible tool for researchers, conservationists, birders & policy makers from across Europe & 
Africa.  

  

https://www.bto.org/our-science/projects/nest-record-scheme/publications/online-nesting-reports
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Contact details: 

Regional Representative: Vacant 
Dorset Regional Ambassador: Greg Lambe Email: greg.lambe1@gmail.com  

Dorset Garden BirdWatch Ambassadors: Chris and Tricia Hilder Email: chris.hilder@hotmail.com & 

tricia.hilder@btinternet.com  

WeBS Local Organisers for Dorset: 
Poole Harbour: Paul Morton               Email: paulolua@yahoo.co.uk  
Radipole and Lodmoor: Stephen Hales              Email: steve_hales@btinternet.com  
The Fleet and Portland Harbour: Stephen Groves   Email: cygnusolor@yahoo.co.uk  
Dorset (excluding estuaries): Nicky Hoar                  Email: nicola.hoar@yahoo.com  
 
Twitter: @_BTO  
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/The.BTO 
Instagram: @btobirds 
Website: www.bto.org 
Photographs: John Harding, Liz Cutting, Tom Streeter 
 
Sign up for BTO enews and hear more about BTO! 
BTO enews: https://www.bto.org/community/news/e-newsletter 
Science enews https://www.bto.org/our-science/enews 

 

Events 

If you missed the BTO conference online, you can catch up on all the presentations on YouTube. The 

talks were really excellent and I’m sure you will find some to enjoy. 

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLFFgJk1PU_BM2-7f1FlQQt413MGdPAQnd 
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