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Editor’s Chat Nick Hull

I would like to start by thanking all of you who have sent me e-mail and
made kind comments on my first Newsletter. Hopefully, I can improve on
one or two areas and keep up a good standard in the future.

I would like to have a section in the Newsletter where Members can air
their views about conservation, the Club or Dorset’s birds, or even ask for
help with an identification problem - a kind of open forum or discussion
page. I’'m sure there is much that could be aired and give others something
to think about, so please drop me a line by post or e-mail.

Perhaps I should start the ball rolling. Like many of you, I try to be green
with recycling what I can, being careful with water, buying energy-saving
light bulbs, turning the TV off rather than leaving it on standby etc. But
recently, with people talking about our carbon footprint etc, I looked at bio-
fuels, which is something that many large transport companies have been
doing.

My attention was drawn to an article in a magazine about the National
Express Coach Company who have decided not to proceed with bio-fuels
as they do not believe they are as environmentally friendly as they first
appear.

Soy and palm oil, which is farmed in South America and Southern Asia,
occupy land which used to be rain forest. As we know, these forests act as
a carbon sink and their destruction to make way for the crops contributes to
climate change and increasingly puts animals such as the Orang-utan in
danger of extinction.

Closer to home, the growing of crops to make bio-fuels is increasing and
they are being planted on set-aside land, where food crops cannot be
grown. As we know, areas of set-aside are productive for wildlife and help
to sustain populations of our farmland bird species which have declined
tremendously over the last two decades or so.

It also appears that though these fuels cut down emissions once they have
been processed, the processing and the machinery involved in the making
of the product is far from green. Friends of the Earth and the RSPB would
like the Government to establish standards of practice, which hasn’t been
done yet and should have been at the start.




Conservation Jol Mitchell

Balearic Shearwaters

The Balearic Shearwater is the rarest bird in the world to visit Britain
regularly. They breed in the Balearic Islands, where the species has
suffered a well-documented population crash, mainly as a consequence of
predation by Black Rats and domestic cats. After breeding, a large
proportion of the population disperses westwards out of the Mediterranean
and into the Atlantic. There, the birds have traditionally gathered to moult
in late summer in northern and central parts of the Bay of Biscay, where
they feed close inshore on pilchards and anchovies. In the last decade or
so, it seems that this moulting population has shifted northwards, with
larger numbers being recorded in the western English Channel. This
change is thought to relate to increased surface sea temperatures, which in
turn are likely to be a consequence of global warming. Sightings of the
species are therefore increasing in Britain at a time when its breeding
population is declining.

Balearic  Shearwater s
much more of an inshore
feeder than many of its
relatives and we are lucky
in Dorset that Portland Bill
is one of the prime sites in
the UK for the species.
Seawatching in suitable
conditions from Portland
Bill between July and
October  will  normally
result in sightings. The
recent Lyme Bay Pelagic trip (see article elsewhere in the Newsletter)
resulted in very close views of the species.

The SeaWatch SW Project (http://www.seawatch-sw.org) is an initiative
designed to collect important information about some of the UK’s most
threatened marine animals including the Balearic Shearwater. The project
is entirely volunteer-based, and is being supported by a number of major
conservation and scientific organisations, including the National
Oceanography Centre at Southampton, the RSPB and the Marine
Conservation Society. Observers were stationed at Gwennap Head,
Cornwall from mid-July to mid-October. One of the main aims of




SeaWatch SW Project is to provide a central point for Balearic Shearwater
recording in UK waters.

The SeaWatch SW Project is therefore urging anyone who sees a Balearic
Shearwater in the UK in 2007 to contact them with details of the sighting,
or submit the record to the Birdguides website (www.birdguides.com).
Alternatively, you can submit your records in the normal way for the
Dorset Bird Report, and we will pass them onto the SeaWatch SW Project.

Song Thrush Survey

Very many thanks to those
observers who took the time to
take part in the trial for next
year’s Song Thrush survey, to be
undertaken in conjunction with
the Dorset Wildlife Trust. We
are  currently looking at the
lessons learnt and will report in
the next Newsletter. We will also
be planning ways of bringing the
survey to the attention of a wide y 3
audience, and hopefully involving large numbers of the public in the
survey.

BTO Atlas

Fieldwork for the Atlas starts on 1* November. Two types of records are
requested - Roving Records aim to capture all kinds of distribution records,
from species lists for grid squares to one-off records of hard to find species,
and anything in between. Timed Tetrad Visits (TTVs) are principally
concerned with discovering the broad patterns of relative abundance. A
TTV involves walking around a tetrad, birdwatching for 1 or 2 hours and
recording everything you see and hear.

For full details of how to get involved, see the website
(http://www.bto.org/birdatlas/index.htm) or contact the BTO Dorset
Representative Mike Pleasants at mike@btorepdorset.org or by telephone
on 01202 593500.




The Dorset Bird Club bird records: an update
Neil Gartshore

In the last Newsletter (No.62), I outlined a project to start the process of
logging all of the old DBC paper records onto a database. The project is
now underway in earnest. The records have been sorted into the priority
‘red’ and ‘amber’ species (Birds of Conservation Concern (BoCC)), whilst
the remainder have gone back into the boxes and up into my loft. A
worrying aspect of this is the number of species in the red and amber
categories - out of the six and a half archive boxes of records earmarked for
the initial inputting, over half are records of BoCC!

Following my request for helpers to input the records, eight brave souls
have come forward and they now have a pile of records and are working
their way through them, covering species ranging from Marsh Harrier to
Barn Owl, Bewick’s Swan to Common Snipe, and Yellow Wagtail to the
humble House Sparrow (the latter now on the red list!). In addition, six
species (Grey Partridge, Lapwing, Skylark, Linnet, Yellowhammer and
Corn Bunting), highlighted as the highest priority under the Dorset
Biodiversity Partnership, are my priority for inputting over the next few
weeks. This group once again shows the importance put on the decline of
farmland birds amongst the conservation community.

I hope that in the next Newsletter, there will be a couple of examples to
show how the records can be used in a historical context (using data already
input under the National Biodiversity Network). Jol Mitchell and I intend
to write up Tree Sparrow and Willow Tit as examples.

Your support — a further request for help

Additional helpers are still required. It is a passing thought that if
only half of the Bird Club membership entered one species, the project
would soon be completed! Out of the 407 species on the Dorset List, just
over 150 have little or no records to enter — leaving about 250 to do. With
the dark nights drawing in and nothing on the telly, it’s a great way to pass
the time! I look forward to hearing from (more of) you - even if you are
not too sure about helping and would just like an initial chat to find out
more.

Please write, phone or email: Neil Gartshore 54 Corfe Road, Stoborough,
Wareham, Dorset, BH20 5AF, Phone: 01929 552560, Email:
yuki@onaga54.freeserve.co.uk




Christchurch Harbour Ornithological Group

(CHOG) - Fifty years old and still going strong
Chris Chapleo and Ian Southworth.

Most of you will be familiar
with CHOG (Christchurch
Harbour Ornithological Group)
but you may not be aware that
2006 saw CHOG attaining its
50" Anniversary. CHOG’s
‘birth” was back in 1956 when
Frank Clafton produced his
first ‘Attempted Ornithological
Survey’ of  Christchurch 4 ;
Harbour. The Group has recorded and studled the birds of the harbour
systematically ever since, publishing the results in its Annual Reports
(which hopefully as Dorset birders you receive through CHOG membership
at the modest price of £5 ). The 2006 report is particularly significant as it
has articles tracing the history of Christchurch birding by ‘leading lights’
from the past and present, now spread far and wide . Over recent years, the
website at www.chog.org.uk has given new focus and lifeblood to
recording in the harbour, being updated on a daily basis and receiving over
250 ‘hits’ most days.

Integral to CHOG has been the > s gt
Christchurch Harbour Ringing - =
Station. Some 49,000 birds et e
have now been ringed, of 120

species. Migration studies
remain a major focus of CHRS
activity, with Sand Martins,
Yellow Wagtails and
acrocephalus warblers all being
subjects of study at times. The -
harbour’s geographical location at the confluence of the rivers Avon and
Stour helps to concentrate migrants and major ‘falls’ can occur. In
addition, the extensive reedbeds in the harbour form valuable feeding and
roosting sites, and recent studies have concentrated on birds using this
resource, as well as work on waders, primarily Dunlin and Snipe, and
population studies of birds using the small wood on Hengistbury Head.




The harbour is one ecological unit, but has three sites of particular interest -
Stanpit Marsh, Hengistbury Head and Wick. It is compact geographically,
being only 9 square kilometres, but nevertheless has a great diversity of
habitats, from heathland, grassland and oak woods to saltmarsh and tidal
mudflats.

Despite its size, 320 species of bird have been recorded to date in the
harbour area, with rarities such as Northern Parula, Ross’s Gull, Terek
Sandpiper and Little Crake over the years, whilst more recently, species
such as Fan-tailed Warbler, Bobolink and Elegant Tern have brought
birders from far and wide. This year’s highlight (so far!) has been a
juvenile Wilson’s Phalarope, a new species for the harbour and the first for
Dorset since 1988.

Whilst rarities are the icing on the cake, it is as a wintering, passage and
breeding site that Christchurch Harbour is really important, however.
Wintering species include Brent Goose, Wigeon, and Black-tailed Godwit,
significant numbers of passage waders and passerines are recorded each
spring and autumn, and there are a few scarce breeding species, including
Dartford Warbler, Skylark and Nightjar.

Over recent times, the harbour
has been increasingly recognised
as one of the best places on the
south coast to observe visible
migration in autumn. In 2005,
almost a quarter of a million
birds, including Wood Pigeons,
finches, pipits, and wagtails,
passed over in the autumn period.
In 2006, during one early
November morning alone, over
81,000 Wood Pigeons moved
over heading west.

CHOG is actively involved in management issues in the harbour, and has a
voice on various local committees where it campaigns for a balanced
approach to conservation in this delicate area. This is particularly
important as the harbour faces significant challenges, surrounded as it is by
largely urban areas and located in a prime tourism region. Sheer visitor




numbers in this popular area create pressures whilst competing uses for the
harbour include boating, water sports and the ever present dog walking!

If you don’t already know us, please visit www.chog.org.uk to know more
about the Group (we always welcome new members), or better still, visit
Christchurch Harbour to go birding and contribute to our next 50 years (but
don’t forget to report your sightings!)

50 Years on my Local Patch C.E.Richards

Way back in 1987, when the Bird Club Newsletter was in its infancy,
I wrote an article about Verne Common entitled ‘30 Years on my
Local Patch’. Now, in 2007, as I celebrate fifty years of
birdwatching, I think the time has come for me to write an update on
the last twenty years at the Verne.

My bird list for this area now stands at around 165 species, of which
at least 21 have been added since 1987. Every good birding area has
its ‘purple patch’ from time to time, and Verne Common is no
exception.

Two of these outstanding spells came
in the years 1999 and 2000. In late
April 1999, 1 found an Iberian
Chiffchaff, the first twitchable one in
the UK, and in the following few
weeks I saw Golden Oriole, Ortolan
Bunting, Red-rumped Swallow and
found the first breeding Nightingale
on Portland for over 30 years. On 29"
September 2000, I arrived at my local
patch shortly after Dorset’s first (and
only) Cliff Swallow was found there.
This was also the first two days when
exceptional numbers of Honey Buzzards and other raptors passed
over Portland. Those birders who arrived the next day to see the
Cliff Swallow had the good fortune to be around for Portland’s best
ever day for Honey Buzzards, Common Buzzards, Osprey etc. Some
of the other rare or uncommon birds I’ve seen at the Verne in the last

.




twenty years include White Stork, Black Kite, Red Kite, Bee-eater,
Olive-backed Pipit, Melodious, Icterine, Barred, Greenish, Dusky,
Pallas’s and Yellow-browed Warblers, Red-backed, Woodchat and
Great Grey Shrikes, Serin, Common Rosefinch and Little Bunting.
Of course, finding rare or uncommon birds on one’s local patch is
just the icing on the cake. Most of the time is spent on the more
mundane things such as counting common birds, monitoring
breeding birds, and trying to
keep paths clear enough to get
through.

A favourite activity of mine is
keeping watch on the breeding
birds from year to year. One
of the most satisfying
discoveries of 2007 was that
my pair of Peregrines on the
Verne Cliffs had bred for the
first time, rearing one chick. I’ve been watching this pair ever since
they arrived as immature birds a few years ago, and finally my
patience was rewarded with this first breeding record. Over the
years, one sees gains and losses in bird populations. Some of the
gains are welcome, such as increased sightings of Peregrine,
Buzzard, Osprey and other raptors. Some are not so welcome such as
increases in Magpie and Woodpigeons, which seem to be everywhere
these days. Some migrant birds are much less numerous than they
were in the 1960s or 1970s. This might not be so obvious at places
such as Portland Bill or Durlston, but in marginal areas such as
Verne Common, it is very noticeable. This spring, for example, I
didn’t record any Cuckoos and only one Turtle Dove. One of the
good things about a local patch is that certain common birds can be
mega-rarities there, and just as thrilling to find as something much
rarer.

I’ve never seen a Nuthatch on Portland, and this is my top-priority
common bird to find at Verne Common! A really good local patch is
one of the greatest assets any birder can have, in my opinion.

It is certainly my unique achievement that I’ve seen more birds on
the Verne than anyone else has seen, or will ever see, and I think that




over the past fifty years I have contributed something of value to
Dorset bird recording by watching the area. I may not be around in
twenty years time to write another update on this article, but I do
hope that in the next few years at least, I can find some more good
birds on my local patch.

Lyme Bay Pelagic Jol Mitchell

At 8.30 on 29™ September, the fishing boat Huntress 1I set out from
West Bay. On board were twelve birders, off for a pelagic in Lyme
Bay. The forecast was good and the northerly winds that had been
blowing over the previous five days had eased to the extent that some
of the group felt sufficiently confident to have fried bacon and eggs
for breakfast. Over breakfast, the discussion had been of options for
the trip and the common dilemma of whether to concentrate on
‘Dorset’ birds, or see as many birds as we could. The latter option
won, and the plan was to head south from West Bay out to a point
some 25 miles south-west of Portland Bill, then turn west towards
Berry Head in Devon before turning back north-east to West Bay.

Heading south, nothing
much happened for the
first couple of hours
other than three
Common Scoter which
headed east as we left
the harbour, Gannets,
gulls and the
occasional Great Skua.
Trawlers appeared on
the horizon and as we
motored up to them, a group of 20 dark birds on the water produced
an interesting example of the potential size distortion caused by the
lack of fixed reference points at sea. In the space of about 30
seconds, they morphed from scoters to sooties to stormies! We had
excellent views as they took off from the water. Joining the trawlers,
we watched the clouds of gulls surrounding them and started to
offload a delightful box of fish guts. This attracted gulls, Kittiwakes,




Fulmars, Great Skuas and a Balearic Shearwater, all giving fantastic
views and photo opportunities. Hosing the fish guts off the deck
afterwards was a bit problematic for those who forgot to move their
bags out of the way!

We then headed west towards Berry Head where, after about 90
minutes of motoring, we encountered more trawlers, mainly from
Brixham and Teignmouth. We also came across a large Dutch
trawler which we could barely keep up with in ‘hot pursuit’ mode. It
did however give us another excellent Balearic sighting. We also
started to see more Guillemots in this area.

Bird interest on the return
trip to West Bay was limited
in the main to an Arctic
Tern, an excellent view of
Arctic Skua which was &=
attracted to the boat by the *
offloading of the second box
of fish guts, and four flypast
Little Gulls. The real
highlight of this part of the trlp was however, of two, or possibly
three, White-beaked Dolphins — a cetacean tick for many on board.
The animals came right up to the boat, bow riding and swimming
alongside so that the characteristic white beak and pale flank patch
were visible. A Harbour Porpoise was also seen later, adding to a
couple of earlier sightings.

Overall, the weather was good with calm seas and light winds. The
sun shone on our return to West Bay with only a few spots of rain as
we pulled into the harbour. In total, we had covered over 70 miles.
No one had been ill, the boat had been very stable, and other than an
interesting momentary drop in revs and a cloud of black smoke from
one of the exhausts, had sped along at almost 14 knots for hour after
hour.

If 'm honest, I guess we didn’t see the quantities of birds that we’d
hoped for. However, the weather for the previous five days was
against us with northerlies leading to a clear-out from the Bay.
Going out after a spell of south-westerlies should be superb.




But it was a great day, and what we did see, we saw very well. Add
in the excitement of not knowing what will appear, good company
and you have a really good day out. I’ve got my name down for next
year!

Very many thanks to Tom Brereton who organised the trip, skipper
Ian Cornwell and ‘chum-meist er’ Dave Sales.

News from Scilly Tony Conway

Regulars may be surprised to learn that both Morley’s the general outfitters
and the Kavorna Bakery have closed. A lot of work is being done on the
quays round the islands, basically to strengthen and broaden them. The
work on Bryher church quay has been completed and Anna quay, of
Challenge Anneka fame, is currently being worked on as is St Agnes quay.
Landing at the latter is by pontoons adjacent to the Turks Head pub which
has also changed hands. St

Martins  will  be done

eventually. Although part of

the Garrison on St Mary’s,

particularly on the west side,

has been fenced off for cattle

to graze, there is still full

access. Building round New

Grimsby, Tresco is now

almost  completed  with

several new time-shares; a

restaurant and possibly a swimming pool are to come.

This year’s bad weather has had several knock-on effects with Kittiwake
and Common Tern failing to bring off young. The recent heavy rain also
meant all the pools on St Agnes and Tresco were full, hence very little mud
for waders but a Little Stint did find enough to feed on.

The whole of my two week stay, whilst bright and sunny, was dominated
by cool NE winds which may have accounted for the bird species seen
being a little lower than previous years.

The shark fishing pelagics are still being run by Joe Pender on ‘Sapphire’
and Alec Hicks on ‘Kingfisher’ and on both trips that I went on, Blue
Sharks were caught, tagged, blood samples taken and then released back
into the sea. One of the latest recoveries of a tagged animal has been off




the coast of Venezuela. Storm Petrels and Manx Shearwaters were well in
evidence and Common Dolphins accompanied us on the second trip. A bit
of a shock for all on board, when I wasn’t there, was the catching of a
Porbeagle Shark, I think only the second for some years.

Will Wagstaff continues with his Island Tours. On a tour to Tresco, he
surprised us by pointing out a plant that grows nowhere else in the U.K. but
on the Islands - Orange Birds-foot. This minute yellow flower has
normally died off by the end of July but due to wet/damp weather showed
longer. Certainly a new one for me. Autumn Ladies Tresses are
flourishing throughout the Islands.

For the second week of my stay, I had good views of a tagged Osprey
which was ringed in Sweden, Marsh Harrier which again bred on the
Islands and Hobby. Just like being at home really. A very distant partly-
obscured Common Sandpiper that Will was suspicious of on Porth Hellick
was eventually photographed by the well known local photographer, Brian
Thomas and to our delight was found to be a Spotted Sandpiper which
stayed several days. A few Sand Martins lingered, but all the Swifts
seemed to have gone. The numbers of Little Egret were building up during
my stay and Greenshank was seen virtually daily.

For the last four days of the holiday, an immature Arctic Skua hung around
the gatherings of Sandwich Tern between St Martins and Tresco. It was
seen particularly well from Will’s Sunday seabird special boat trip, sitting
on the sea.

Again this year plenty of Clouded Yellow and Meadow Brown butterflies
were seen daily.

Another good holiday, in good company, definitely to be repeated. In fact,
before I left, the hotel receptionist told me when I’'m coming back next
year!!!




Bournemouth Natural Science Society
Rosemary Broadey — member of both BNSS and DBC.

When did you last see a Passenger Pigeon, a White’s Thrush or even a pair
of Hoopoe? These are among the 300 plus stuffed specimens in the BNSS
collections, held at the Society’s headquarters.

Members began collecting in 1903 in preparation for a Town Museum. By
1920 with vast collections stored in odd corners and no sign of a Town
Museum, members clubbed together to buy the 1880s building on
Christchurch Road.

Although not a Museum, the house is open to the public every Tuesday
from 1000-1200, and annual Open Days are held in September. The house
opens an hour before the thrice-weekly lectures, and some rooms and the
garden may be explored then.

Ornithology is one of the twelve Sections within the society. Stuffed birds
can be seen in most of the rooms. An Osprey vies for pride of place with
two magnificent Golden Eagles in the Museum Room. This is also the
place to look for the Hoopoes, both shot on the Malmesbury Estate, one in
1892, the other 25 years earlier. Indeed, many of the specimens came from
the Malmesbury collection. Both the 2™ and 3™ Earls were keen Victorian
sportsmen, while a descendant was an early President of the Society. Our
current President, Mr Jonathan McGowan, is a taxidermist. He has created
a modern diorama containing road victim animals and birds.

The collections hold almost every species of wild British bird egg. The
Ashford Collection is housed in three cabinets; one contains eggs from
Dorset only, the other two hold eggs from the rest of the British Isles.
Collected by W J A Ashford of Bournemouth during the period 1890 —
1970, they were presented by his nephew, H Gifford of Blandford. Dorset
Bird Club members may be particularly interested in two small wooden
boxes each containing three trays of eggs, and a fitted lift-out tray that
holds egg-blowing implements. It is understood that these were the
property of DBC’s Mr ‘Madge’ Foremen who died some 10 years ago.

A considerable collection of bird skulls is tucked away in cupboards.
Ornithological books, magazines and CDs can be found in both the
Lending and Reference Libraries. Indeed, there is much to interest a birder.




Entomology is another interest shared by our joint members. The
considerable collections were expanded recently by the arrival of the late
Margaret Brooks’ cabinets. These include specimens of all British
butterflies, the subject of her seminal work ‘A Complete Guide to British
Butterflies (1982), co-authored by Charles Knight.

The DBC winter programme features a Joint Meeting for DBC/BNSS
members on Tuesday January 22" 2008. It will be held in the Lecture Hall
at 39, Christchurch Road, Bournemouth. Ian Lewis has booked Pete Coe,
and the lecture starts at 7.30pm. There is adequate free car parking in the
front garden.

As mentioned above, the house will be open from 6.30pm onwards.
DBC members would be very welcome to take a conducted tour of the
building before the meeting.

Recent Decisions James Lidster

Cattle Egret Bubucus ibis

Stanpit Marsh, two, 9th-17th September, photo. (per J. Lidster), one to 9th
Oct; same, Lodmoor, two, 15th-16th October, photo. (I. M. Stanley et al.).

Great (White) Egret Ardea alba

2005 Little Sea, Studland Heath, 14th April (H. G. Wood-Homer, G.
Armstrong). Sturminster Marshall Gravel-pit, 1st year, 24th-25th July (Dr
G. P. Green et al.). Hengistbury Head, 18th-19th October (M. S. Andrews,
D. N. Smith), note new dates (Brit. Birds 100:29).

Glossy Ibis Plegadis falcinellus
Radipole Lake, juvenile, 7th-8th September, photo. (per BirdGuides).

Stilt Sandpiper Calidris himantopus
Brownsea Island, Poole Harbour, adult, 12th-21st August, photo. (G.
Armstrong et al.).

Bonaparte’s Gull Larus philadelphia
Weymouth Bay, adult, 21st April (M. Forster et al.).

Pallid Swift Apus pallidus
Weston, Portland, 23rd September (G. Walbridge, P. A. Coe).




Night Predators Nick Hull

I recently came across a website about bats
announcing that a Spanish/Swiss research
team has discovered that Greater Noctule
Bats hunt and take birds as prey. Back in
2000, Spanish scientists discovered feather
scraps in the droppings of bats. The
suggestion that birds were being hunted by
sonar produced derision on all sides. Up
until then, the general consensus was that
birds migrated at night because they were
safe from any enemies that would attack
them in flight.

J

Cor I'm famished I
could eat a bird!!

Over the next two years, researchers

pursued the matter, operating as

bloodsuckers. They caught bats in nets and extracted blood samples before
letting the bats go again. Laboratories examined the blood for certain
isotopes - ‘this is a way to ascertain the type of food which has been
consumed’. From this, they found the values measured in summer were
different from those during migration periods. According to the biologist -
‘For a long time it was thought the bats plundered songbirds on the nest
during summer. However the blood samples refuted this and we concluded
that only insects made up their diet at this time of year. But the bats then
turned into carnivores, as the isotopes clearly indicated that bird meat was
the most important food in spring and especially in autumn.’

To say that vertebrates can be part of a bat’s diet is not a new discovery.
There is a tropical species that hunts small birds, reptiles and even
mammals living on the ground or in branches. They hunt rather like owls.
However, it has never been proven that any animal hunts migrating
songbirds in flight at night similar to the way that birds of prey do during
the day. As birds migrate at altitudes of between 1000 m and 2000 m, it is
currently assumed this is where the bats hunt them. It is thought that the
bats catch and consume the birds in flight. Unfortunately, the researchers
have not been able to ascertain which species of birds are falling prey to the
bats. This is the next question that researchers are going to address.




High and Dry in Morocco Trevor Warwick

I went to Morocco in April this year with Alan Hayden, Leo Pyke,
Mike McKee and Chris Turner to visit the ‘high’ Atlas Mountains
and the ‘dry’ stony desert areas stretching out towards the Sahara
proper. We flew from Gatwick and arrived very late in Marrakech
where there was a strike by the local taxi drivers. A shady character
emerged from the shadows
and ushered us to his private
car, which unfortunately
turned out to be a rather
small Fiat. It was cosy, to
say the least, for the five of
us, but thankfully it was only
a very short drive to the Ibis
Hotel where we were
staying.

We ticked off the first birds of the trip over breakfast, namely Pallid
Swift, Little Swift and House Bunting and then headed back to the
airport (this time in two taxis) to pick up our pre-booked, roomy 4x4.
Mike, Chris and Alan started taking photos of the birds around the
airport, whilst waiting for the car hire desk to open, which attracted
the attention of airport security. We were lucky to get away without
getting our optical equipment confiscated. The Atlas Mountains rise
to over 10,000 feet and their snow-capped peaks are visible from
Marrakech, 70 kilometres away. Driving through the city outskirts
were saw White Storks by the road and Bee-eaters on the wires. We
were heading for Oukaimeden, which is a ski resort in the High
Atlas. At lower altitudes the mountains are lush and green with areas
of farmland set among woodland and scrub. Here we found the
‘ultramarinus’ race of Blue Tit, which is bluer and brighter that those
in Britain and the ‘africanus’ race of Chaffinch, where the males
have green backs and much paler bellies than British birds. The
woodlands are also home to Levaillant’s Green Woodpecker, which
is very like Green Woodpecker, but with a black moustache, rather
than a black mask on the face. And it’s a ‘tick’ unlike the very
distinctive, but un-tickable Blue Tit and Chaffinch. At higher




altitudes, the trees faded out revealing Moussier’s Redstart and Black
Wheatears hopping about the bare rocks.

The birding was excellent all around Oukaimeden with plenty of
mountain species including Rock Sparrow, Blue Rock Thrush, Rock
Bunting, Black Redstart, Chough and Alpine Chough. Unbelievably,
as we queued for the ski-lift, a Lammergeier flew down the valley
and virtually over our heads only to disappear without trace. The
lack of oxygen made trekking around the peaks hard work, but there
were plenty of Atlas Horned Larks and a few Northern Wheatears of
the seebohmi race, with the characteristic black face.

We returned to the
base of the ski-lift at
6 am the next day to
look for one of our key
target species,
Crimson-winged -
Finch, before the ©

crowds arrived. All of &
us, except  Alan,
clambered over the
slopes in search of :
these birds, only for Alan to find one on the ski-lift office roof! It
was soon joined by several other birds, which posed obligingly to
have their pictures taken.

We left soon after to cross the mountains and head for the desert.
We stopped periodically en route and picked up species such as
Short-toed Eagle, Booted Eagle, Southern Grey Shrike, Tristram’s
Warbler and Trumpeter Finch. We had booked to stay overnight at
Le Soleil Bleu, just outside Boumalne du Dades, which, much to
Alan’s dismay, served no alcohol.

We all woke with clear heads the next day to bird the famous stony
desert area around the Tagdilt Track from 6.15 am onwards. The
area was brilliant with plenty of Desert and Red-rumped Wheatears,
Temminck’s Horned Larks, Cream-coloured Coursers and just a
couple of Thick-billed Larks. We headed off in the afternoon taking




in the Blue-cheeked Bee-eaters at the well-known colony near Jorf,
before reaching the Desert Inn near Merzouga.

Much of Morocco is ‘stony’ desert, but close to Merzouga are the
Erg Chebbi dunes. Rising to 150 m, these sand hills fulfil most
people’s expectations of what a true desert should be — you really
feel like you are on the edge of the Sahara proper. The area is also
excellent for birds. Migrants pass through the hotel grounds
including Nightingales and Subalpine, Melodious and Bonelli’s
Warblers. We were also lucky enough to see Egyptian Nightjar
flying over the pool at night! Outside the open desert is good for
Spotted and Pin-tailed Sandgrouse, Hoopoe Lark and, around the
various ‘kasbah’ buildings, Desert Sparrow. The scrubby wadis in
the area are also good for Desert and Spectacled Warbler.

One ‘kasbah’ style hotel
complex is known as §
Café Yasmina and every |
few years large seasonal
pools form close to the W88
buildings, bringing a Q"
wide selection of
wetland species to the
desert. We added Black-
winged Stilt, Kentish
Plover, Squacco Heron
and Marbled Teal to our lists. The lakes and surrounding scrub also
attracted migrants such as Yellow Wagtail, Redstart, Sedge and
Olivaceous Warblers.

On our way back, we stopped off at a site for Eagle Owl near
Rissani. The site is well away from any road and although a 4x4 can
take you some of the way, you also have to walk. The owls inhabit
caves and crevices in a seemingly never-ending inland cliff-face in
the middle of the desert and we thought that finding them would be
difficult.

Fairly shortly after arrival we managed to find a Brown-necked
Raven gliding along the cliff-face, but the owl proved elusive.
Eventually we caught sight of something large make a very short




flight on the cliff face and we rushed over to check it out. Sure
enough it was the owl, which just sat there in the open giving
excellent views.

Only as we walked away
did we notice some
stones arranged in the
sand spelling out the
words ‘EAGLE OWL’,
with a big arrow,
pointing at the very point
on the cliff face where
we had been looking.
Slightly further on there :
were some more stones setting out the letters ‘LGRE’ — that man
(Lee Evans) certainly knows how to make his mark!

I cannot recommend Morocco highly enough. It has a great selection
of birds; fantastic scenery and the locals are pretty friendly. If you
want to see and hear more, why not come along to the slide show I
will be giving for CHOG at 7.30pm in the Hengistbury Head Centre
on February 8" 20082 A good selection of bird photographs from
the trip also appears on Mike’s website www.michaelmckee.co.uk.

From the Archive - 1987 Jackie Hull

It was interesting to read in the Bird Report for 1987 that a single Little
Egret spent much of the summer and autumn wandering the county before
settling down to stay the winter. There had been only one previous winter
occurrence, a single in Poole Harbour on 23™ February 1946. But just nine
years later in 1996, the first breeding occurred on Brownsea Island.

1987 was quite an exceptional year with a glut of rarities including Black-
winged Stilts, Alpine Swifts, American Wigeon and Whiskered Tern in the
spring and a Glossy Ibis in the summer. Of course, the autumn was
memorable for the ‘hurricane’; the aftermath gave us the largest ever counts
of Storm Petrels, Sabine’s Gulls and Great Skuas as well as many other
seabirds. Autumn also gave us the county’s first ever Red-eyed Vireo,
second Wilson’s Phalarope plus Short-toed Lark, Booted Warbler and
Rustic Bunting.




Christmas Quiz Michael Shepherd

1.

Before decimalisation, which bird appeared on a British coin?

2. What is the difference between the feeding techniques of Brown and

98]

11.
12.

13.

14.

15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.

White Pelicans?

What bird does not see its young?

In 1952 in which county was the Collared Dove first recorded in

Britain?

Which American bird first appeared in Britain in November 1966 when
it was trapped and ringed at Durlston Country Park in Swanage where
it remained until the following February?

It is thought that the principal reason for decreasing numbers of

breeding Puffins round the British coast is the decline of its main food
source. What is this?

Once a Dorset breeder, which bird was last recorded in the county near

Shaftesbury in 1888?

In June 2007, a further fifteen birds of what species arrived in Britain
by air from Scandinavia for eventual release into the wild?

What bird ceased the breed in Dorset in 1955?

. With what popular game do you associate the Yellowhammer,

Blackcap, Redpoll, Blue Tit, Lesser Whitethroat, Brown Flycatcher,
Greenfinch and Pink-footed Goose?

The Ostrich is the world’s largest bird, but what is the second largest?
More than half the population of which British wader is found in The
Wash?

Which parakeet was first imported into Britain in 1840 and later
became a popular pet?

Thanks to conservation, a population of which birds were introduced
into Cornwall in 2006 and bred successfully there in 20077

Which bird returned to breed in Britain in 19547

Which bird ceased to breed in England in 19877

By tradition, how many Ravens are kept at the Tower of London?
What is the collective name for Penguins?

Which British passerine feeds under water?

Which famous 18th century naturalist lived at ‘The Wakes’ in which
Hampshire village ?

Answers in the next Newsletter, the prize as usual a free annual
club subscription closing date 15™J anuary.




Birding Highlights
Phyl England

June

It was Squacco Herons that hit the headlines this month. After one being
spotted briefly at Radipole at the end of May, that or another bird turned up
around the North Hide on the 6™ and stayed for two days giving good
views. On the 27", what was thought to be a different bird was seen at
Abbotsbury Swannery and turned up at the northern end of Radipole on the
30", Portland then produced the rarities with a Common Rosefinch around
the Observatory (6™), a singing Golden Oriole (8"), Red-breasted
Flycatchers (19™ & 21*) and a Serin (22™ and 27™). On the 4" at
Abbotsbury, a Marsh Warbler was singing and at Wareham, a female Red-
backed Shrike was seen on the 6™. A possible Roller was seen at Seacombe
Valley but unfortunately not re-found.

July

In an even quieter month, it was again a Squacco Heron that had turned up
at the end of June which stole the stage, remaining at Radipole until the 3™.
Later in the month, an Alpine Swift was seen at Portland (28") and
Lodmoor (29™). Great White Egrets appeared in Poole Harbour with two at
Lytchett Bay (22"") and one at Middlebere (27"). Roseate Terns appeared
around the county with up to three at Lodmoor, five at Stanpit, one in Poole
Bay and regular roosting birds on Brownsea Island. Balearic Shearwaters
passed the coastline almost daily with 88 counted at Portland on 9™

August

A Black Stork was seen above Burton Bradstock on the 7" and it was
recorded several times at Abbotsbury and the East Fleet until the 10",
Another long stayer was a White-rumped Sandpiper at Brownsea (22™ —
28"™). A Squacco Heron was at Swineham on the 28", Kentish Plovers
were at Ferrybridge (2"%) and Stanpit (10™). Other Christchurch rarities
were a Ruddy Shelduck, which came in from the sea (1st) and a White-
winged Black Tern (29™). A Spotted Crake was also discovered there
(16™). At Lodmoor, a Great White Egret appeared and at Radipole an
Aquatic Warbler was ringed (12"). At the Bill, an Ortolan Bunting was
found (27™) and another was at Barleycrates Lane (28th). Black Terns
were seen off Weymouth (14" & 18™). A Woodchat Shrike made a brief
appearance at Durlston (11™) and a Serin was seen around Winfrith with




another at Portland (23™). A Wryneck was found in Christchurch Harbour
(22™ & 24™) and there was a report of one at Portland (23™). At sea, at
least one Cory’s Shearwater passed Portland.

September

Christchurch produced the rarities this month with a new Harbour record, a
Wilson’s Phalarope (6"-8"). There was also a Red-backed Shrike at
Hengistbury (4™ & 5™) and an Ortolan Bunting (7). Further Ortolan
Buntings were at Portland (4™ — 14"™) and Durlston (5™ & 10™). A Kentish
Plover was briefly seen at Brownsea; Lapland Buntings were at Ringstead
(15™) and Portland (18™ & 26™). A Long-tailed Skua passed Portland (16™)
and a Grey Phalarope was spotted on a Lyme Bay pelagic trip (22"%) with
another on the river at Christchurch (21%). A Great White Egret visited
Ame (6™). A Pectoral Sandpiper was briefly seen at Abbotsbury (25").
Three Yellow-browed Warblers were at Portland on the 28" and 29" with a
Red-breasted Flycatcher there on the 29"

October

The month started well with Spotted Crake at Radipole and Pectoral
Sandpiper at Christchurch Harbour on the 1*. Ring Ouzels were recorded
almost daily from 1% - 19™ at the coastal watch points. The count of
Spoonbills reached seven at Arne on the 2™, but by the 15", the number
had risen to 27, 26 in Brownsea Lagoon and one at Middlebere. Portland
recorded 17 bird days for Yellow-browed Warbler between 3™ —22™ with a
peak count of seven on 14", Durlston had a single on the 9" and another on
22" There was a Lapland Bunting on Portland on the 4™ and Suckthumb
Quarry on 8" which was followed by a third on 22", A Richard’s Pipit was
seen on Wick Fields, Christchurch the same day with another being
recorded over the harbour on the 6™ and from West Bay on the 8". A Great
White Egret put in a brief appearance in the area of Langton Herring and
Rodden Hive on the 8". Migrating Tree Sparrows were reported from
Durlston (9™ & 11™), St. Adlhelm’s Head (14™), Lodmoor (19™), West Bay
(20™) and Hengistbury Head (21%). An Ortolan Bunting was found on
Portland on 12", Durlston recorded an immature Common Rosefinch on
the 13™ & 14™. A Pallas’s Warbler was at Portland on 14™. Two adult
Ring-billed Gulls flew past Weymouth on the 16™. A Black Brant turned
up on the Fleet at Littlesea on the 19™. Morden Bog saw the return of a
Great Grey Shrike on the 20" — 22", Continental Coal Tits were recorded
from Portland on (13", 15th & 18™) and Durlston (21%& 22™). A Hoopoe
was reported in the grounds of Upton CP on the 15




Remember, these are just the highlights. For a better picture of the
recent bird sightings, visit the Bird Club Website at:-
http://www.dorsetbirdclub.org.uk.

Outdoor Field Visits Trevor Thorpe & Andy Humber

Saturday November 17" 2007

Brownsea Island and Poole Harbour.

Boat leaves Fish Shambles Steps at 10.00hrs returning around
16.00hrs. Adults £8.50 Under 16’s £6.50. Landing fee for non
National Trust Members is £3.00 payable on the day. For Booking
Information, contact Trevor Thorne.

Saturday December 15™ 2007

Normandy Marsh, Lymington (SZ330954) 09.30 — 12.30hrs
Please meet in the large car park at the end of Bath Road.

Follow on meeting at Blackwater Arboretum (SU268048)
Commences approx. 14.00hrs. Meet in the car park at Rinefield
Ornimental Drive. Leader T.B.A.

Sunday January 6™ 2008
Shell Bay (SZ.035862) 09.30 — morning only. Please meet in car
park on the Shell Bay side of the Studland Ferry. Leader T.B.A.

Saturday February 9™ 2008

Blashford Lakes (SU151082) 09.30 — morning only. The meeting
place is at the Wessex water treatment works off Ellingham Drove —
2 miles north of Ringwood. Leader T.B.A

Saturday March 29™ 2008

New Forest (SU186156) 09.30hrs Meet at Ashley Walk car park, 1
mile east of Godhill village on the B3078, Fordingbridge to
Bramshaw Telegraph Road. All day. Leader T.B.A




Sunday April 13™ 2008

Cogden Beach — near Burton Bradstock (SY502882) 09.30hrs.
Meet at the National Trust pay & display car park. Morning Only.
Leader Alan Barrett.

Sunday May 11" 2008

Acres Down, New Forest (SU268098) 09.30 — All day. Meet in car
park on B road between Emery Down and A31. Leader Andy
Humber.

Friday June 20™ 2008
Sherford Bridge (SY919927) 19.30hrs evening meeting for Nightjar
and Woodcock. Meet in car park by bridge. Leader Andy Humber.

Saturday July 5™ 2008

Martin Down (SU031195) 09.30hrs — Morning Only. Meet in car
park off the A354 Blandford to Salisbury Road. Leader Trevor
Thorpe.

Saturday August 30™ 2008
Keyhaven (SY309914) 09.30hrs — Morning Only. Meet in the car
park opposite ‘The Gun’ public house. Leaders Nick & Jackie Hull

Indoor Meetings Ian Lewis

Friday 7th December 2007 at 19:30hrs at Hengistbury Head
Centre, Christchurch.

Joint Meeting with CHOG (Christchurch Harbour

Ornithological Group)

Uzbekistan and Kazakstan by lan Lewis a look at the fantastic
wildlife of the mountains, deserts and steppes of Central Asia.




Tuesday January 22" 2008

19.30hrs at 39 Christchurch Road Bournemouth (at the junction
of Derby Road).

Joint Meeting with Bournemouth Natural Science Society. Pete Coe
to talk on The Birds of Dorset - Pete is a renowned local
photographer.

Thursday 21* February 2008

19.30hrs — at The Town Hall Dorchester.

Joint meeting with the South Dorset RSPB.

Dr Nick Carter of the BTO discusses the varied fortunes of our
farmland birds.

Saturday 29™ March 2008

Dorset Bird Club A.G.M. 19.00hrs at The Methodist Church
Hall, Wareham.

Following the A.G.M.

Magnus Robb talks on Petrel Night and Day.

The team that published the ‘Sound Approach to Birding’ are now
producing a book on the Petrels and Shearwaters of the Western
Palearctic. Magnus describes some of the adventures and many of
the birds that will appear in the groundbreaking work.

Interesting Websites
Save the Albatross

Catch up on the Save the
Albatross Project, and see how
you can help.Go to:-
www.savethealbatross.net

An Excellent Dutch run site on
Visual Migration cover many sites
in Northern Europe.

Go to:- www.trektellen.nl




Membership Subscriptions

Please remember that your annual subscriptions are
due on the 1* January 2008.

The current rates are:

Ordinary Membership £12
Joint/Family Membership  £16
Student Membership £7
Junior Membership £4
Corporate Membership £50
Life membership £200

To join or renew your membership, please send your name and
address with the appropriate subscription to the Membership
Secretary :-

Diana Dyer, 3 Osmay Road, Swanage, Dorset, BH19 2JQ
E-mail: richarddiana@tiscali.co.uk

Contacts

Dorset County Recorder:- James Lidster
E-mail dorsetbirdclub@hotmail.com

Conservation Officer:- Jol Mitchell
4 Gover Close, Ridge, Wareham, Dorset, BH20 3BU.
Tel:- 01929 552924 E-mail:- jolmitchell@btinternet.com

Dorset Bird Club Website:- http://www.dorsetbirdclub.org.uk







