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Editor’s Chat Nick Hull

I've been sat for a while thinking on what to write and | was browsing the Internet
for ideas using various information services to hopefully give me inspiration. | wrote
a summary in the last newsletter on the state of Europe birds and thought | would
try and find something more positive to write in this addition but it appears that it's
pretty hard to find good news about our wildlife.

These headlines and latest News reports read, “Farm health check leaves wildlife
ailing”, “More UK birds sliding towards global extinction”, and “Don’t use your loaf’
the latter refering to the feeding of bread to wildfowl.

But the headline that struck me most was “One Thousand Nature Sites at Risk
from EU Transport Projects”. This report published by Birdlife International, RSPB,
and other environmental groups, was presented to the European Parliament on
13th May 2008. This report concerned some of the most threatened species in
Europe, including Red-breasted Goose and Dalmatian Pelican, as well as some
of the most biodiverse and pristine habitats, that could be put at risk if these priority
transport projects are allowed to go ahead as proposed. Both the species mentioned
are two of those that are listed as at risk of Global extinction and both have important
European populations.

The bottom line is that 374 Special Protection Areas (Spas) and 935 Sites of
Community Importance/potential Site of Community Importance (SCls/pSCls),
designated under EU’s Natura 2000 programme are potentially going to be affected
by 21 Trans-European Transport Network (TEN-T) Priority Projects analysed for
study.

Some of the most potentially damaging projects include Priority Project 18 which
aims to remove 1,568km of ‘bottlenecks’ on the Rhine-Main-Danube corridor to
improve it's navigability which could affect 14 SPAs/79 SCls in the Netherlands,
Belgium, Germany, Austria, Slovakia and Hungary plus a further 48 important Bird
Areas, which should already be designated as SPAs in Bulgaria and Romania.

Priority project 6, the railway axis linking Lyon to the Ukraine border via Italy, Slovenia
and Hungary will include 750km of New high-speed lines and a 52km tunnel under
the Alps and could affect 35 SPAs and 105 SCIs/pSCils.

The report goes much further and is too large to completely summarise here but
if you would like to find out more and download the full report with a summary of
the findings you can go to Birdlifes website at - http://www.birdlife.org/eu/ten-
t.html




Another article that | found a little worrying was one listing Dartford Warbler
and Curlew as near threatened, only one step below those species facing
global extinction. Adding these two species brings the near threatened
birds in the UK to five species, joining Red Kite, Corncrake and Black-
tailed Godwit.

| do not think anyone would be surprised to see Curlew on the list when
you look at the figures in the UK. There was a decline in numbers of 53%
between 1970 and 2005 and a 37% between 1994 and 2006.Between 28
and 35% of the western European population nest in the UK. The global
population is believed to have fallen by 20 - 30% in the past 15 years.

| think a few would be surprised to see Dartford Warbler joining the list at
the present time with the mild summers we have had over the recent years
the British population has increased away from the heathlands into marginal
habitats and in 2006, 3209 territories were held in the UK. But Birdlife
International believes the Dartford Warbler may have declined in Europe
by 40% in the last 10 years. In its Spanish heartland, the warbler decreased
by nearly 6% per year between 1998 and 2006

Conservation News Jol Mitchell
Proposed Wind Farm in the Purbecks

Wind farms can be controversial. On one hand,
they are a source of renewable energy and
can help to reduce our carbon footprint. On
the other hand, if not properly sited, they can
have a set of adverse environmental impacts
which can be difficult or almost impossible to
mitigate. The RSPB'’s position is that “The
available evidence suggests that appropriately
positioned wind farms do not pose a significant
hazard for birds. However, evidence from the
US and Spain confirms that poorly sited wind
farms can cause severe problems for birds,
through disturbance, habitat loss/damage or
collision with turbines.”

Purbeck District Council have received a
planning application for a six turbine wind farm
(subsequently reduced to four) on a site located
to the north and south of Puddletown Road to
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the west of Wareham. Each turbine will be 80 meters to the hub and
125 metres to the tip of the blade. An 80 meter high anemometer mast has
already been granted permission and has been erected. This gives an
indication of the height of the proposed turbines — when looking at the mast,
remember that the hub of the blades will be where the top of the mast is;
add half as much again to the top of the blades.

I have been tracking the planning process related to the wind farm on behalf
of the Dorset Bird Club and have written to Purbeck DC stating that we
share the concerns of the Natural England and the RSPB related to the
proposal.

I have also stated that we are concerned about the potential impact on the
local Buzzard population. Assuming that 95% of Buzzard flights avoid the
site, the developer’s Environmental Statement predicts that six Buzzards
will be killed each year through collisions with the turbines. This figure
should reduce when the calculations are re-run with the reduced number
of turbines; however, it will still be necessary to evaluate what impact this
will have on the local Buzzard population and identify appropriate mitigation
measures if necessary.

For more information on the proposal, see the developer’'s website
(http://'www.alaskawindfarm.com)and Purbeck DC’s website which contains
all the relevant documentation plus responses from consultees
(http://www.purbeck.gov.uk/default.aspx?page10716).

Common Swifts in Decline Geoff Beale

The UK breeding population of Common Swifts (Apus apus) is in big trouble
(down by 42% in the South West and more in some areas) and if action
is not taken soon it is likely to reach an

unrecoverable level. The most obvious

reason for the decline is human interference

in the Swifts' traditional nesting habitat, ie.

in our homes and other buildings. Modern

building techniques and materials, like /(

plastic soffits and facias, have drastically K

reduced the number of holes in man-made f

structures that Swifts need. Simply put,

they are running out of places in the UK

where they can rear their young. Pressure

needs to be applied to the local authorities,
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in all areas where Swift colonies are established, to ensure adequate year
round protection of their nesting places is afforded by their planning
processes.

Dorset is one such area. A monumental and costly effort would be required
to identify these locations by traditional survey methods, so a different
approach is being tried. Most will be familiar with the low level, high speed
"screaming party" displays with which Swifts announce the presence of
a breeding colony. These displays are usually around the centre of their
chosen breeding territory. This behaviour is so distinctive and impressive
that it should be possible to use peoples' memories of such displays as
anecdotal evidence on which to build what is believed to be the first
national database of swift colonies in the UK. | have created a Google
Group to enable people to send in details of past and future sightings.

The URL is http:/ftech.groups.yahoo.com/group/uk-swifts.

The site, which is very new and still evolving, also has information about Swits, links
to other Swift sites, and a discussion board. This is an ambitious project and as | am
just an enthusiast doing this in my free time, | would welcome any suggestions of
how the site, or the project itself, might be improved. Please have a look, using the
web address above, and join in. Efforts are in hand to contact Bird Clubs in order to
request that they pass details of the site and its aims to their members, and inviting
them to contribute. Alternative ways to publicise the site will be used to spread the
word as widely as possible. All data entered will be collated and periodically posted
to the site in spreadsheet format to which anybody will have free access.

Knowledge of where Swifts are breeding will enable targeting of the local authorities
involved. As far as Dorset is concerned, negotiations have begun with a view to
including protection for Swift nesting places within the framework of the Biodiversity
Planning for the County. This initiative will be more likely to succeed with the co-
operation of DBC members, so | urge you , please, to join the uk-swift project; follow
the simple instructions of how to share where you have seen Swift "screaming parties”,
and help make a difference. By helping to preserve Swifts nesting places we will also
be helping House Sparrows and Starlings.

Geoff Beale http:/ftech.groups.yahoo.com/group/uk-swifts




County Recorder Introduction Kevin Lane

I'm now four months into my new role as County Recorder and | have to admit it's
been a steep, but enjoyable, learning curve so far. The biggest shock to the system
has been the transition from being a ‘normal’ birder with no pressures, to suddenly
having to maintain the ever-expanding DBC database, chase people’s records
and answer member’s queries, all whilst trying to maintain a full-time job!
In this respect I'm very grateful for the advice and help that has been
passed on by many of my fellow Dorset birders, and in particular, by James
Lidster, who doesn’t yet appear to have tired of my seemingly endless questions!

Dorset Bird Report

Work is now underway on the 2007 Dorset Bird Report; however, it's not too late
to send in any records for inclusion. We'd like the database to be as comprehensive
as possible, so please send any remaining 2007 records, as soon as possible, by
e-mail to dorsetbirdclub@hotmail.com or, by post to 42 Twin oaks Close, Broadstone,
Dorset BH18 8JF. Please remember that not all records can be listed individually
in the bird report, but all are entered onto the database to help increase our
knowledge of Dorset’s birdlife.

B.B.R.C and D.R.P Records

The most recent work-in-progress file from the BBRC is now available to read on
their website www.bbrc.org.uk. Several Dorset records have been accepted
recently, including our 1st record of King Eider and 5th record of Wilson's Phalarope.
I'd also like to remind members to submit their records of rare or scarce species
to either BBRC or the Dorset Records Panel as soon as possible after the sighting.
A fair number of records have yet to be submitted for both 2007 and 2008 - in
particular, most Cattle Egret records from the recent influx are still outstanding.
Full details of which species require a description can be found in the latest Dorset
Bird Report or on the DBC website at the following page -
www.dorsetbirdclub.org.uk/list.htm.

Latest from the British Bird Rarities Committee

Accepted Records

Red-breasted Goose - Ferrybridge - 04th Nov 06 to 15th Feb 2007.
King Eider - Chesil Beach - 23rd March 2005.

Squacco Heron - Radipole - 6th to 7th June 2007

Squacco Heron - Abbotsbury - 27th June to 03rd July 2007

Cattle Egret (2) - Stanpit Marsh - 9th to 17th September 2006
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Cattle Egret - Christchurch Harbour - 23rd December 2006

Cattle Egret (4) - Lytchett Bay - 03rd November 2007

Black Stork - Abbotsbury - 07th to 10th August 2007

Wilson’s Phalarope - Stanpit Marsh - 06th to 08th September 2007

In Circulation

Cattle Egret frampton water meadows - 21st January to 08th February
2008

Long-billed Dowitcher - Langton Herring - O1lst o 11th February 2008
Elegant Tern - Stanpit Marsh - 10th May 2005.

Awaiting Further Information
Marbled Duck - Stanpit Marsh - 23rd September to 29th October 2006

You can view the BBRC’s work in progress page by going to the BBRC
Website by following the link below.
http://www.bbrc.org.uk/workinprogress.htm

Special Places - Bestwall N.R. Bryan Pickess

| was involved during 1994/95 with the acquisition for the RSPB of 28.3
ha. of lowland wet grassland at
Bestwall towards the mouth of the
River Frome. What was its
biological attraction? Firstly, as
more or less all of the lower flood
plain of the river valley had been
biologically degraded through
modern agricultural practices, and
Bestwall was no exception, the §
acquisition of this site offered an
opportunity to attempt to begin to
redress this situation. The
importance of Bestwall biologically has already been recognised and
designated an SSSI.

On a preliminary visit to the site in June 1994 two pairs of Redshank, each
with 3 chicks and pair of Lapwing, with certainly one chick were located.
Cetti’'s Warbler were heard around the riverbank area and both Reed
Bunting and Reed Warbler present. The site still held an interesting
selection of breeding birds. During the winter months when Bestwall was
periodically flooded it was known to attracted large numbers of several
wader species and a variety of waterfow!.
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In 1995, the RSPB acquired the Bestwall Nature Reserve and the task
of restoring the site began. All the fields ceased to be top-dressed annually
with ‘artificial’ fertilizer but the traditional summer grazing continued. Over
the ensuing years, the choked ditch systems and pond have been cleaned
out, water level control systems installed and the once dilapidated field
infrastructures and ditch crossing replaced.

To reinstate Bestwall thus far has cost a great deal of money and labour.
After twelve years of effort, how have things progressed? The observations
that now follow are solely my own, usually obtained whilst leaning over
one of the three conveniently placed field gates overlooking the site at
the end of the lane from Bestwall Road.

For the key breeding birds there has been mixed fortunes. Redshank has
not bred since 1994 and Lapwing
successfully bred until 1998.
Despite all the efforts put into
providing suitable spring breeding
habitat for the waders, the current
run of mild winters has meant
although leaving the grass in good
short condition when livestock are
removed once the ground become
too waterlogged, the grass
continues to grow throughout the
winter. As a result, by mid-March
the sward is already too tall for Lapwing to nest. This is a problem yet to
be resolved. There has been two or three singing male Cetti's Warbler
throughout the period and the other important breeding bird, the Reed
Bunting, has a population of four to six pairs each year. Reed Warbler
are present in all the beds of Common Reed but usually most years there
is only a single pair of Sedge Warbler. The other regular breeding birds
are Mute Swan, Mallard, Moorhen, usually a pair of Stonechat and
occasionally Skylark and Meadow Pipit. Coot have nested on several
occasions, a female Tufted Duck with two, about 2 week old ducklings,
was seen in August 2004 and probably nested on site and it is possible
that Gadwall may have breed but no young have been seen.

The winter months can be good at Bestwall, especially when it periodically
floods. Waterfowl numbers are small but varied and the list is added too
by the occurrence of a number of species of dubious origins. Mute Swan
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numbers have declined over the years, probably as a result of depletion
of the past agriculturally applied nitrogen. Once regular in the Frome valley,
the Bewick’s Swan is now but an occasional visitor. Except for the occasional
hordes of Canada Geese, other geese are rare but have included White-
fronted and Red-breasted Goose.

There can be large winter flocks of chiefly three species of wader, Lapwing,
Black-tailed Godwit (sometimes in nationally important numbers) and Curlew.
Several other species are noted in small numbers. The Lapwing numbers, as
elsewhere around the Harbour have declined considerably this century, the
reason almost certainly because of milder winters and birds remaining to winter
in eastern Britain.

As these are open flood plain meadows, there is a minimum of scrub, so the
selection of other species is not large. Since the closure of the Carey landfill site,
the larger gulls have become rare visitors, the occasional raptor is noted but other
than for species associated with the adjoining Bestwall Road gardens, they are
mostly just bird of passage. Occasional Wheatear, Whinchat and even Cuckoo
are noted and during most autumns, Yellow Wagtails can be found around the
grazing cattle.

Although initially the Bestwall wet grasslands was noted for its associated birds,
as the site begins to be better known and especially the ditch systems once they
were cleaned out, their general biological importance has become apparent. It
was discovered that the ‘Near Threatened’ Pondweed Potamogeton x
sudermanicus, previously only known in the UK from ditches on the south side
of the river at Redcliffe, was found to frequent in the cleaned Bestwall ditches.
A number of other Dorset notable plants are present in the ditches and species
associated with the wet meadows are expanding their distribution.

There is still a lot to learn about the diversity and abundance of especially the
aquatic invertebrates but 19 species of dragonflies, of which 12 are thought to
be breeding, including the recent colonist to the UK the Small Red-eyed Damselfly,
is indicative of a potentially rich and healthy site.

The biological enriching of Bestwall can be viewed as just a piece of a jigsaw
within a larger lower Frome & Piddle valley vision. Already plans are well in hand
to introduce management that will be more sympathetic to wildlife of the flood
plains, this has to be good news and birds could be a major beneficiary.




Birder’s Profile — Rees Cox Phyl England

Although a very good birder, an impressive imitator &
of bird sounds and one time Chairman of the Dorset
Bird Club (1998 — 2001), Rees is mainly known
throughout the county as an excellent all round §
naturalist. He is also an amusing and knowledgeable §
lecturer on many aspects of natural history and for
many years led natural history tours abroad mostly !
in Europe. Many members will have met him during -
his many years as a warden at Studland where he

still works as a volunteer showing visitors and school 1 %8
parties around the reserve. B

Shortly before | interviewed him | had joined a butterfly walk he led around
Durlston Country Park where he showed us birds, butterflies, crickets,
grasshoppers and orchids and he had many interesting facts to tell about
everything we found.

How early did you become interested in natural history?

| grew up in the Devon countryside with both parents interested in country
matters. When | was about three my mother used to say the chaffinch’'s song
was “Rees, Rees, Rees, you are a pretty dear”.

Do you have any early memorable birding experiences?

When | was around eleven years old | used to get up early to listen and look
for birds. | climbed an apple tree to get closer to the birds and was
fascinated when a newly fledged robin landed on my foot.

What was your first job as a wildlife professional?
After National Service, | worked as a warden for Nature Conservancy at
Lindisfarne, a post that gave many opportunities for birding.

| also pursued my birding interests in Devon belonging to birdwatching groups.
| learnt a lot from a well known naturalist HG Hurrell who encouraged and
helped me. | became very interested in Barn Owl pellets and did much
research on these - some of this research being published.

When did you come to Dorset?
| came to work at Studland as a warden in 1968, met my wife here and have
lived in the county ever since.




Rees retired in 1996 but remained as a volunteer for the National Trust and
is very active leading walks and giving lectures. He has two grownup daughters.

Do you keep lists of birds you've seen?
| have lists of Dorset, British and European birds that | have seen but I'm more
interested in bird behaviour.

Have you been tempted to go on a “twitch”?
“Only in Dorset”.

In fact Rees caused one of the earlier local “twitches”
when with a friend he discovered one of the counties
famous rarities, the Wallcreeper at Winspit in 1969,
only the second Dorset record. He tells how, with a [
friend, he was scanning the cliff face when a bird S
flew over their heads and landed on the cliff. Although
he had never seen one before, it's identity was
obvious. The bird stayed for 5 months and was seen
by many birdwatchers.

Have you had any amusing birding experiences?

During my work on owl pellets | was taken to a Tawny g% &

Owl box. | was told to dress in a duffel coat and to |}
put the hood up and cover my head with a fencing ,;-.'-'
helmet. | climbed the ladder and nearing the box I

was struck on the side of the head by an angry owl.

What is your most memorable moment during one of your European
travels?

It was seeing three of my favourite European species in the one place on a
Pyrenean trip. Namely a Wallcreeper (in its usual habitat!), a Beautiful Demoiselle
damselfly and Pyrenean Saxifrage.

What is your favourite wildlife site?
It has to be Studland. It has so many varied habitats which | know and have
looked after for so long.

Are you optimistic for the future of wildlife in Dorset?
Generally, but with global warming there are going to be winners and losers.

Have you noticed any changes in conservation management in recent
times?
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I’'m concerned with the greater use of contractors rather than estate workers
especially in clearance work. In the past experienced workers could fine tune
the procedure and knew that some trees and shrubs should be kept.

What would be your one wish for the future of Dorset’s wildlife?
That we could have a genuinely green govemment who would put
conservation of the environment high on its list of priorities.

With your long experience, what do you think should be the aims of a county bird
club in the 215t century?
It should appeal as much as possible to families and young people.

From the Archives - 1988 Jackie Hull

This year was quite exceptional with three species recorded for the first
time - Rock Thrush, Sardinian Warbler and Penduline Tit.

The New Year started well with a Little Bustard on New Year's Day, an
overwintering Little Egret and the first ever February Willow Warbler.

It was an unusually early arrival for spring migrants and seawatching wasn’t
bad with an Albatross and Little Shearwater seen from Hengistbury Head,
both second records for the county. Also White Stork, Red Kite, Alpine
Swift and Woodchat Shrike, as well as flocks of both Crane and Bee-eater.

The summer was a successful breeding season for Dorset with Quail, Turtle
Dove, Nightingale and Wood Warbler having an excellent season. Other
breeding successes were Long-eared Owl, Whinchat and Tree Sparrow
and it was outstanding for the Dartford Warbler. Again summer saw rarities
with Black Stork, Wilson’s Phalarope and a summering Red-rumped
Swallow.

The autumn saw large movements of several species and record-breaking
numbers of Ring Ouzel, Goldcrest and Goldfinch. There was a marked
influx of Mediterranean Gull, Little Stint and Curlew Sandpiper. At sea
records counts of Arctic Skua and gales giving us Petrels and Sabine’s
Gulls. Rarities in this period included Baird’s Sandpiper, Lesser Grey
Shrike, Red-eyed Vireo and the county’s third Northern Parula.

The late winter period was quieter with a handful of Waxwings making it
in to Dorset, Brent Geese arrived in record numbers, offshore an influx of
sea ducks and record counts of Red-throated Diver and Red-necked Grebes.
Little Egret was present for a second successive winter.
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East Anglia in January Tony Conway

We set off on our now annual pilgrimage to the east on Sunday 13 January.
Phyl's son, a manager with Suffolk Wildlife Trust, called to say that a Jack
Snipe was showing well at Lackford Lakes, so we called in there on the way
up which made a convenient lunch stop. We not only saw the Jack Snipe but
a pair of Goosander and a Merlin.

On Monday we went to Cley to see the mega rare American White-crowned
Sparrow, a very smart little bird. On then to Salthouse to watch 30 very
confiding Snow Buntings and Red-throated Divers on the sea. In the late
afternoon we went on to Holkham to watch hundreds of Pink-footed Geese
put up by a male Marsh Harrier.

We awoke Tuesday to heavy rain
and as we were staying at
Briarfields Hotel conveniatly next
to the RSPB reserve at Titchwell
we decided to visit their hides.
Here we added the usual ducks,
Bar and Black-tailed Godwit, Knot,
Avocet, Spotted Redshank and a
Woodcock which sat quite happily
in the carr at the side of the main
path between the Visitor Centre
and car park.

Thankfully the next day was much improved weatherwise and at Brancaster
Staithe harbour we had superb views of a small flock of Twite. Following
information gleaned from other birders we returned to study the Salthouse
Snow Bunting flock that included a male in almost complete summer colour
Lapland Bunting. Two Egyptian Geese also put in an appearance nearby.

The new Cley centre is a magnificent structure with a café included where
you can sit and watch, through very large windows, almost the whole reserve.
Whilst having our lunch there we were treated to a pair of displaying Marsh
Harrier in lovely clear winter sunshine. We returned to Holkham to watch the
geese and this time managed to locate just two White-fronted Geese, more
displaying Marsh Harrier and a very close hunting Barn Owl.

On our way home this year we decided to visit the WWT reserve at Welney,
again a splendid new centre with a restaurant. They had a record 4000
Whooper Swans coming into the reserve and we certainly saw a good number
in the surrounding fields. The water levels were very high but this gave us
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excellent views of the more common duck and a couple of close Scaup. A
helpful warden gave us the information we needed to find the reported Common
Crane which was about four miles away and it was Liz who found it strutting
it's stuff amid some 300 swans mainly Whoopers but some Bewick’s.

Arran and Islay 2008 TonyConway

In late March 12 club members set off on a Scottish birding holiday. Flying
from Southampton to Glasgow where we met up with our guides. Our first
stop was the RSPB reserve at Loch Whinney where our leaders were delighted
to see displaying Great Crested Grebes apparently a rarity in Scotland. As
we boarded the ferry at Ardrossan to Brodnick on Arran we ticked off Eider
and on the String Road we watched 3 Ring-tailed Hen Harriers both species
became a regular feature of our holiday.

Ouir first full day on Arran began well at Kildonan with an Otter fishing and
drying itself on the rocks, 20 Common Seal and Black Guillemots. At Whiting
Bay we had Black-throated Diver and Whooper Swan and a family of Crossbills
on the Ross Road and a stroll on the beach at Kilpatrick was rewarded by Liz
finding a 1st winter Iceland Gull.

Next day at Brodnick we had a summer
plumaged Red-throated Diver and outside
the Arran Distillery we had good views of
a Golden Eagle flying and then landing
briefly enabling us to see the golden head.
Our fourth day saw us on the ferry
attempting the half hour trip from Lochranza
to the mainland at Claonaig. It was “lumpy”
to say the least and halfway across the
skipper decided, as the winds had E
increased to Storm Force 10, it was too
dangerous to continue and we returned
to Lochranza.

Thankfully the next day we made it across and 6 Black-throated Divers on the
sea greeted us at the other end. Then another ferry trip from Kennacraig,
where we had a summer plumaged Slavonian Grebe, to Port Askaig on Islay.

En-route we had 21 Great Northern Divers, more Black Guillemots and
Kittiwakes. On landing we soon found Barnacle and Greenland White-fronted
Geese and on Loch Indaal a group of about 200 Scaup.

The next day we had Pale-bellied Brent Geese at Loch Indaal and a visit to
the RSPB reserve at Gruinart got us Merlin and a Green-winged Teal. At
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Ardnave Point we found a small flock of confiding Twite and a jittery 23 Chough
feeding. A lone Sand Martin flew over and whilst attempting to get nearer to
the Chough our leader stumbled upon a little group of pipits, Skylark and a
summer plumaged Lapland Longspur.

That evening at Bridgend on Loch Indaal we watched the spectacle of literally
thousands of Barnacle Geese coming into roost. Last year it was estimated
that there were 40,000 of them and | think we same most of them. Liz again
spotted 3 Pink-footed Geese snoozing on the shore while a ‘roding’ Woodcock
did 3-4 passes.

Our last day gave us Dipper, Knot
and more geese of which 90%
were Barnacles. At Portnahaven
we watched Common and Grey
seals, at sea lines of auks passed
with the occasional Manx
Shearwater and nearby a flight of
39 Whooper Swan and more
Chough. As were about to return
to our hotel we watched an
immature Golden Eagle being
mobbed by Hooded Crows, some
Curlew took a passing interest but ' il
the challenge was eventually taken up by a Buzzard which looked about
Blackbird size in comparison.

Our holiday finished with a second year Iceland Gull at Ardrishaig as we made
the trip back home.

Birding News Nick Hull
BTO House Martin Survey

The BTO have launched a survey on BBC Radio 4's World on the move series to look
at what is happening to House Martins this year. They are keen to find out where and
how many House Martins are breeding this year and if indeed there are less than last
year breeding.

The information gleaned from volunteers will be added to the on going National Bird Atlas

work and a map will be produced showing the results and they will be able to have a
good indication of just how serious losses have been since last year.

To find out more and how to take part go to the BTO wegsite at http:Avww.bto.org.
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Calls for largest downland network in Europe

Launched on Thursday 19 June a wildlife charity’s vision for the future of an iconic
part of the English countryside has highlighted the importance of MoD sites
for nature conservation.

On Thursday 19th June the RSPB Launched the Wiltshire Chalk Country
initiative as many DBC members will know encompass land at Porton Down
and Salisbury Plain, which has a huge variety of Wildlife that depends on this
large extensive chalkland habitat. It requires an alliance of farmers and
landowners to help bring about the charity’s vision to increase the amount of
chalk grassland in the county. Around 80% of the county’s chalk grassland
disappeared during the last century, but half of what remains is in Wiltshire
— the largest area of which are on the MoD sites.

The RSPB says that the county is arguably the best location in the UK for a
landscape-scale recreation of the habitat and, that it could have major benefits
for tourism, water quality and giving people the opportunity for a healthier
lifestyle. Good quality chalk grassland is capable of supporting more than 40
species of plant per square metre, is home to dozens of species of butterflies
and other insects and is also a rich feeding and breeding ground for a variety
of farmland birds — a group recognised to be in need of help to avert significant
declines.

Wiltshire chalk grassland, specifically, also hosts almost a third of the UK
population of Stone Curlew. The species having declined to just 11 pairs in
1989, but recent surveys have shown a real comeback with more than 85
pairs now breeding — thanks to an RSPB-led project and the efforts of the
MoD and Porton Down-operators Dstl, along with other landowners and farmers
in the area.

The RSPB has worked with the MoD in Wiltshire for around 20 years, but the
launch of its vision for the county’s landscape, aimed at reconnecting the
remaining chalk grassland, has prompted a celebration of collective
achievements for biodiversity, which it hopes will be an inspiration for even
more to be done.

Because Porton Down and Salisbury Plain has been in Military ownership it
has protected both sites from many of the changes that has been seen
elsewhere, where chalk downland has disappeared. This has also allowed
vital conservation work to take place and if the RSPB can continue working
together with the landowners to extend the downland across areas more
accessible to the public, and the scattered fragments can be reconnected, it
will provide stunning, wildlife-rich landscape for us to enjoy as our ancestors
did.
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Indian Wetland Reserve under threat

Many of you will have heard or at least know of The Keoladeo National Park at
Bharatpur in the State of Rajasthan, India. Jackie and | visited there on a birding
tour in 2004 and had a tremendious birding experience, but since our visit the
reserve has suffered from the lack of water caused by the completion of the
Panchana Dam in 2005 which cut off the flow of water into the river Gambhir
which provides the flowing water into this unique park during the Monsoon
months (July to August).

The Keoladeo National Park’s 28.72 sg km consists of wetland, grassland and
woodland, and supports around 370 species of bird, 375 species of flowering
and 91 of aquactic plants. It is a vital migratory stop off point for thousands of
migratory birds. The park needs 550 million cu ft of flowing water each year,
which came from the Gambhir river prior to the building of the dam.

The Park first came into being as The Keoladeo Ghana Sanctary in 1956 and
was upgraded and designated Keoladeo national Park in 1981 and has been
designated as a Ramsar Convention Site which came into being in 1981. It also
has been listed as a World Heritage Site and as part of the National Wildlife
Action Plan is to be notified as an “Ecologically Fragile” area. Yet no provision
was laid down to protect its water supply after the dam was built.

If you wish to read more and add your views to help to protect this unique bird
area go to the Indian Birdfair website at:-

http:/www.birdfair.org/paradise_lost.htm
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Birding Highlights
Phyl England

February

The first of the month brought the discovery
of a Long-billed Dowitcher at Rodden
Hive, which remained there until 120 At
the end of the month another rarity a
Pallas’s Warbler was found in Oakers
Wood (24th) seen by a few but the wood
is private. Also an immature female Surf
Scoter appeared off Abbotsbury and West
Bexington (28 g 29 h) The long staying
Siberian Chiffchaff at Portland was seen
occasionally and on 16, 2 Mealy Redpoll
were at Hengistbury with one remaining
until the following day. Cattle Egrets were
frequent with 3 near Broadwey (22"%), up
to 3 joining the Little Egret roost at Radipole
and singles at Lytchett Bay
(24 h) Portesham (25t ), Frampton water
meadows (8 heo h) Abbotsbury (26 h)
and a long-staying bird at East Holme
(from 22nd).Great White Egrets have been
past Chesil Cove (16 h) and Portesham
(25 h) A Rough-legged Buzzard was
reported over Sherborne golf course
(22"%. The wintering Great Grey Shrike
remained at Morden Bog. Rarer Gulls
included a Glaucous Gull which has been
around the Portland Harbour area (from
20! ) and a Caspian Gull which was seen
at Radipole (26 hog h)

March

The Pallas’s Warbler remained in Oakers
Wood but as the wood is private was not
refound after the beginning of the month.
However a second Pallas’s Warbler was
discovered in Two Mile Coppice in
Weymouth and by the end of the month
was singing. The female Surf Scoter

remained off West Bexington and
Abbotsbury though difficult to find in stormy
seas. Cattle Egrets remained in the county
with birds seen at East Holme, Corfe
Mullen, Christchurch, Weymouth and near
Abbotsbury. A Siberian Chiffchaff was at
Radipole (7th-9th) and a female Cirl
Bunting was found near Portland Bird
Observatory (20 ) The Caspian Gull at
Weymouth was occasionally seen (11
&22"% and a Ring- b|IIed Gull was found
at Lytchett Bay (20 ) Also at Lytchett
was an Iceland Gull seen from 161, On
8t a Glaucous Gull was seen going west
off Durlston and probably the same one
tracked at Chesil Beach and then West
Bexington. A further Glaucous Gull was
seen at Portland (27 ) on 101" March
a possible Sabines gull that spent the
afternoon in Swanage Bay was later
positively identified from photographs. A
Rough legged Buzzard flew over Stanpit
a7

April

The Pallas’'s Warbler found at Weymouth
remained until 161N and the Siberian
Chiffchaff at Portland was still there at the
end of the month with a further bird at
Durlston (9 ). Four Bee-eaters flew over
Merley (27 ) with another heard the
following day at Portland. An Icterine
Warbler was photographed at Portland
(24 )W|th Serins reported at Barleycrates
Lane (9 h) Stanplt (25 h) Portland and
Morden Bog (27 ) A Mealy Redpoll was
found at Portland (26 h) Cattle Egrets
remamed in the county, at Abbotsbury
(7th-218Y, %ﬁchett Bay (from 191" and
Lodmoor (6"' & 27! ) A Little Bittern
was reported at Radipole (8 h) and a
White Stork came in off the sea at
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Portland. (15th) Hoopoe sightings have
been frequent with birds at Portland and
Lodmoor and a Red-rumped SwaIIow
was seen at Portland (20 ). An
unseasonal redhead Smew was at
Lodmoor (from 20th). Raptor sightings
included a Black Kite at Portland and
Weymouth (20 ) Red Krtes over Kilwood
and Lytchett Mrnster(16 ) Durlston and
Ballard Down (4 h) West Bexington (5 h)
Morden (11 ) and Broadwindsor (9 )
with passrng Ospreys at Branksome
Chine (11 ), Portland and occasional
around Poole Harbour. A Montagues
Harrier was over Christchurch (27 )
Iceland Gulls were frequent with at least
9 birds seen at coastal locations and there
has been a sprinkling of Black Terns. A
1St winter Ring- brlled Gull was at
Hengistbury (7 th’g, gt )

May

It was terns that hit the headlines this
maonth with a Whiskered Tern at Radipole
(5 thg h) a Whlte -winged Black Tern at
Lodmoor (27 ) as well as occasronal
Black Terns(23 past Chesil on 4t ) and
Roseate Terns. The weekend of 171
/181" was the peak time for rarities with
Cattle Egret (Lodmoor), Red-rumped
Swallow (Lodmoor), Bee-eater (Portland),
Golden Oriole (Lodmoor) Montagu’s
Harrier (Hartland Moor), Eastern
Olivaceous Warbler (ringed at Portland),
Thrush Nightingale (Portland),Great White
Egret (Radipole), Glossy Ibis (Ferrybridge),
Little Bittern (Lodmoor), Purple Heron
(Lodmoor), Black Kite (Came Wood),
Serin (Abbotsbury) and Woodchat Shrike
(East Holme) all being seen in the
county. The female Little Bittern
remained until 20t , other Bee-eaters

were at Culverwell (7th) Bere Cross (8th)
and the Verne (315) and the Hartland
Moor Montagu’s Harrier remained until
201", Cattle Egrets were regularly seen
at Lodmoor, Swineham (9 )and Lytchett
Bay and other Red-rumped Swallows
were at Portland (5 on 7th and another
31st). Further Golden Orioles were at
Weston (16 ) and Durlston (29 ) The
Weymouth Hoopoe was last seen on 2"
with another found on Canford Heath
(24 th g ost ) A Short-toed Lark was
recorded at Portland (8th) Marsh Warblers
were at Durlston (27 ) and Hengistbury
(28 ) Red-backed Shrikes were at
Charmouth (10 h) and Hengistbury (28 h)
A probable White-tailed Eagle was over
Hartland Moor and Red-footed Falcons
at Christchurch Harbour (11 h) and
Kingston Maurward (30 )
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Tw Owls Bircling

Birdwatching Courses and Trips
B Ideal for everyone from beginners to the more experienced.
B Small groups with friendly, experienced guides.

B Locations around the New Forest, Hampshire coast and

M Join us on our 6 week courses, day and half day trips or on
one of our Weekend breaks.

Contact us by
e-mail on twoowls.birding@virgin.net
Tel. 01425 656841
or go to our website at www.twoowlsbirding.co.uk

N.R.GREEN
247 Ashley Road
Parkstone, Poole.

Tel. (01202) 744997

Offers Bird Club Members
10% discount on films and
processing, and discounts,
too, on binoculars and
photographic equipment by
negotiation with Manger Andy
Spree.

Show a current Newsdletter as
proof of membership

Calluna Books
54 Corfe Road - Stoborough
Wareham - Dorset - BH20 5AF
01929 552560
www.callunabooks.co.uk
enquires@callunabooks.co.uk
Specialists in out-of-print
NATURAL HISTORY BOOKS
Books bought and sold
Catalogues issued
Viewing by appointment
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Book Review Alan Snook

A History of Ornithology by Peter Bircham
Published by HarperCollins in 2007 @ £45
ISBN 978-0-00-719969-3

The New Naturalist series has been going now since 1945 when the first
volume entitled Butterflies was published. With this latest volume, number
104, providing a treat for all those fascinated by birds, in essence it traces
the history of birdwatching in Britain since earliest recorded times until the
present day.

The author Peter Bircham begins with what was known until the sixteenth century,
much largely unrecorded from the ice age to the middle ages, in fact it is not until
William Tumer published his Avium praecipuarum quarum apud Plinium et Aristotelem
mentio est brevis & succincta historia in 1544 that ornithology takes a great leap
forward. He was followed by Christopher Merrett and his Pinax rerum naturalium
Britannicarum who in turn was succeeded by two greats John Ray and Francis
Willughby and their ground breaking work Ornithology published in 1676. Then in
the eighteenth century things really do begin to gather momentum, with Carl von
Linne and his Systema naturae of 1735 setting down an early system of classification,
whose principles are still in use today.

| do not propose to spoil a great read by listing everything in the book, suffice to say
that all the greats appear: Montagu, Yarrell, Bewick, Gould, Jardine, Morris, et al
until we finally reach the twentieth century and The Handbook of British Birds by
Witherby, Jourdain, Ticehurst and Tucker and finally the Handbook of the Birds of
Europe the Middle East and North Africa, The Birds of the Western Palearctic (BWP)
by Cramp, et al first published in 1977.

The book runs to 482 pages and is profusely illustrated in colour and black and

white, throughout the text is extremely well written and researched and is in my
opinion destined to remain the standard for years to come.
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Chairman
Jackie Hull
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Nick Urch

Treasurer
Paul Levey

Secretary
Phyl England
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Kevin lane

Conservation Officer
Jol Mitchell

Membership Secretary
Diana Dyer

Bird Report Editor
Mark Andrews

Newsletter Editor
Nick Hull

Indoor Meetings Officer
lan Lewis

Outdoor Meetings Officers
Trevor Thorpe & Andy Humber

Club Publicity
Chris Chapeo

BTO Representative
Mike Pleasants

Website Team

Nick Hull, Kevin lane, Jol Mitchell & Nick Urch
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Outdoor Field Visits Trevor Thorpe & Andy Humber

Saturday August 30t 2008
Keyhaven (SY309914) 09.30hrs — Morming Only. Meet in the car park opposite ‘The
Gun’ public house. Leaders Nick & Jackie Hull

If you have any enquiries about any of our outdoor meetings please contact.

Sunday 14th September

Tarrant Rushton Airfield (ST950061) 09.30. Meet at the Airfield War Memorial on the
Tarrant Rushton\Witchhampton Road.

Leader John Lockwood

Sunday 5th October

Hartland Moor and Middlebere (SY926865) 09.30 - morning only. Park on the side
of the road at entrance track to Middlebere Farm.

Leader Trevor Thorpe

Saturday 8th November

Brownsea Island and Poole Harbour.Boat leaves Fish Shambles steps at 10.00 am
returning around 16.00. Adults £8.50/under 16's £6.50. Note there will be a landing
fee of £3.00 for non National Trust Members (this being payable on the day). See
booking form.

Sunday 14th December

Blashford Lakes (SU151082) 09.30 - moming only. The meeting place is at the Wessex
Water treatment works, off Elingham Drove - 2 miles north of Ringwood.

Leader Andy Humber

Saturday 10th January

Normandy Marsh, Lymington. (SZ330954) 09.00 - 12.00. Please meetin the large
car park at the end of Bath Road.

FOLLOW ON MEETING at Blackwater Arboretum (SU268048). commencing at
approx. 14.00. Meet in the car park at Rinefield Ornamental Drive.

Leader John Vickerman

Sunday 8th February

Ferrybridge and Portland Harbour (SY667761) 09.30 - moming only. Meet in public
car park at Ferrybridge, west side of Beach Road (pay at meter)

Leaders Andy Humber and Trevor Thorpe

Outdoor Secretary
Trevor Thorpe tel. 01202 849089 e-mail - TREVBIRDMAN@aol.com
31 Hamess Close, Colehill, Wimbome, Dorset, BH21 2UF.
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Indoor Meetings lan Lewis

Thursday 13th November 2008

Joint meeting with the Poole R.S.P.B

19.30hrs Upton Community Centre Upton, Poole
Trevor Warwick - Birds of Morrocco.

Friday 6th February 2009

Joint meeting with C.H.O.G.

19.30hrs Hengistbury Head Centre, Hengistbury Head, Christchurch.

Simon Wooley - Around the World in a 1000 Birds - Simons attempt to see a
thousand birds in one year with trips to nine countries. (although he assures us
there aren’'t a thousand slides).

Saturday 28th March 2009

19.00hrs Dorset Bird Club A.G.M.

2h0.00hr?dIan Lewis - Tibet - amazing birds and amazing scenery from the Roof of
the World.

Indoor Secretary _ _
lan Lewis - tel. 01202 623200 e-mail - gryllo.poole@tinyworld.co.uk
20 Heights Road, Upton, Poole, Dorset BH16 5QL.

Members Notice

You will notice that the indoor meetings itinerary is reduced from previous
years. Unfortunately due to the low attendence to our meetings we do not
cover the cost of speakers and the venue charge and we are unable to
continue to support the losses we have occured. So your Committee has
made the decision to have indoor meetings in partnership with local groups
except for our Annual General Meeting.

Remember you can keep abreast of what’s happening with meeting and
important announcements by logging on to the Bird Clubs Website.

at http:/www.dorsetbirdclub.org .uk
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Advise to Contributors

Next Newdetter Deadlineis 20th October
Sending Articles

By e-mail to the Editor - sapeur.pompier@virgin.net
Microsoft Word PC or Mac Format.
Text Aria 12

Digital photographs should be a minimum of 300dpi/ppi if possible with
awidth of 500 pixels, but if you cannot do this| can size to suit.

All photographs will be produced in black and white except for those on
the cover and in the el ectronic version which will be al colour.

Sending Handwritten Articles

Please write clearly, if you wish to send a copy of a photograph or an
illustration to accompany your article please do, as | can scan these for
printing.

Advertising

All advertswill bein black and white

If you wish to advertise your business we charge £20 for a page and £10
half page and £5 quarter page.

For personal adverts, we charge £2 for atwenty word advert.

Send to Nick Hull viae-mail to sapeur.pompier@virgin.net
or by post to 11, Pealsham Gardens, Fordingbridge, Hampshire. SP6 1RD.
Telephone enquiries on 01425 656841
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M ember ship Subscriptions

Please remember thatgfour annual subscriptionsare

dueon the 17 January 2008.
The current rates are:

Ordinary Membership £12
Joint/Family Membership  £16

Student Membership £7

Junior Membership £4
Corporate Membership £50

Life membership £200

To join or renew your membership, please send your name and address
with the appropriate subscription to the Membership

Secretary :- Diana Dyer, 3 Osmay Road, Swanage, Dorset, BH19 2JQ
E-mail:richarddiana@tiscali.co.uk

Contacts

Chairman Dorset Bird Club:- Jackie Hull
e-mail:- j.hull2@virgin.net
Tel:- 01425 656841

Dorset County Recorder:- Kevin lane
E-mail:- dorsetbirdclub@hotmail.com

Conservation Officer:- Jol Mitchell
4 Gover Close, Ridge, Wareham, Dorset, BH20 3BU.
Tel:- 01929 552924 E-mail:- jolmitchell @btinternet.com

Newsletter Editor:- Nick Hull

e-mail:- sapeur.pompier@virgin.net
Tel:- 01425 656841
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