
The Hoopoe
Dorset Bird Club Newsletter

No.66                                     Winter / Spring 2009

Slaughter in Malta
Birding Sites in Normandy
Durlston Country Park
Corncrake Returns



Contents
Edi tor ’s  Chat   Nick  Hul l  3 
Chai rman’s  Chat  Jackie  Hul l  4
Conservat ion-Swif tUpdate Geoff  Beale  4-5
County  Recorder  Kevin  Lane  6
Specia l  P laces  Dur ls ton   Jo l  Mitchel l  7-9
Poole  Birdboats  DerekBal l    9 -10  
I s le  of  Sci l ly  Update  Tony Conway  10  & 13
Outdoor  Programme  Trevor  Thorpe 11
Indoor  Programme  Ian  Lewis  12
From The Archives  Jackie  Hul l  13-14
Birding Si tes  in  Normandy Paul  Levey  14-17 
Bird ing News   Nick  Hul l  17-18
Book Reviews   Alan  Snook  19
Chr is tmas  Crossword  Jackie  Hul l  20
Birding Highl ights  Phyl  England  21-22
Let ter       23-24

Apologies  from the  Editor
In  i ssue  65  the  photograph of  the  Great  Cres ted  Grebe  was  incorrec t ly  
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Editor’s Chat  Nick Hull

In my last chat back in the spring/summer newsletter I harped on about 
the state of Europe’s birds and I’m afraid that in this edition it’s not going 
to be much different. I get frustrated at this time of year and angry in that 
I cannot see an instant fix to the problem but something really has to be 
done.  It can’t continue on and on every year, I’m talking about the illegal 
slaughter of our birds of prey and virtually everything that flies via Malta.    
I’ve read on several Websites about the efforts the RSPB and Birdlife 
Malta are doing to try and reduce the killing of the birds migrating via 
Malta, both organisations are calling for tougher action to be taken by the 
Maltese authorities against the illegal hunters.

Each year birdwatchers from all over 
Europe take part in a two week Raptor 
camp, to assess the population of 
migrating birds and to witness and 
record the slaughter for themselves.  
Organised by Birdlife Malta - the 
RSPB’s partner in the Maltese Islands.   

Steve Madge from the RSPB who 
attended the Raptor Camp this Autumn 
said “to anyone who hasn’t seen it for 
themselves, the scale of the slaughter 
beggars belief”.   A rogue element of 
the Island’s 12,000 hunters will blast at anything that flies, and casualties 
from the two weeks included a Black Stork, herons, bee-eaters and 
many birds of  prey, Lesser Spotted Eagle, Honey Buzzard and Osprey 
are just a few that have fallen to the guns.  

To read the whole report you can go to the RSPB website at
http://www.rspb.org.uk/supporting/campaigns/illegalhunting/malta.asp

You can also write to the Maltese Prime Minister, the Maltese Minister for 
Home Affairs, press and the Malta Tourist Office.

If you are interested in joining next years Raptor Camp or would like the 
2008 report go to Birdlife Malta web page at:- 
http://www.birdlifemalta.org/conservation/raptorcamp/

To see some of the Birdlife Malta video clips on youtube go to:-
http://www.youtube.com/profile_videos?user=BirdLifeMT&p=v

Or you can just support BirdLife Malta as they welcomes overseas 
members: please contact 57/28 Marina Court, Abate Rigord Street, Ta' 
Xbiex MSD12, Malta, or visit:- http://www.birdlifemalta.org/



Chairman’s Chat  
What do you want from The Dorset Bird Club? Jackie Hull

One of questions the that often comes up at Committee meetings is 
what do our members expect from the Dorset Bird Club and what 
improvements can we make.

People join for many different reasons of course and our aim is to try 
and meet their expectations and interests. They join to learn about 
Dorset’s birds and to contribute to our knowledge by recording, and 
taking part in survey’s, joining our field meetings, to enjoy the birds 
with like-minded people and the socialising. We encourage member to 
send in all records even though they may not appear in the annual 
bird report as all records are centralised on the Dorset biodiversity 
database.. From this we can monitor the birds population and this is 
so important when there is so much pressure to destroy our wonderful 
habitats for new  homes and roads, or wind farms, with this information 
you provide, we can help protect these areas where and when it is 
necessary.

By being members we are helping Dorset’s birds, but we would also 
like to hear from you, are we doing things right, is there anything you 
feel we are missing as a Club? We always welcome your comments.

Conservation
Update on the UK-SWIFTS Project  Geoff Beale   
 
It has been a good first year for the UK-SWIFTS Project.  It now 
boasts 140 members and the 700+ messages in the discussion forum 
itself  may well have been viewed by many more.  Together, we have 
identified and documented 207 confirmed or probable Swift breeding 
colonies across the UK, most of which were previously unrecorded. 
 
2008 also brought some really good news 
about the UK's Swifts for a change!  In 
August, I joined a number of  other Swift 
enthusiasts at a meeting at the RSPB 
headquarters at Sandy.  The topic for 
discussion with various conservation 
experts from the RSPB was the action that 
needed to be and could be taken to 
reverse the decline in the Swift population.  
It was a very positive meeting. The RSPB 
acknowledged that the latest Breeding 
Bird Survey, which now  shows the 1994 to 
2007 UK decline has reached 41% (26% to 2006), confirms what we 



have been saying for a number of  years, i.e. that Swifts are in serious 
trouble and need help. 

The RSPB gave a verbal commitment to fund, develop and maintain a 
permanently updated inventory of Swift breeding sites.  This will most 
likely be made available to planners and others via the National 
Biodiversity Network (NBN) early in 2009.  A website will follow  which 
will allow  members of the public and enthusiasts to add to the 
database.  All participants at the meeting agreed to forward any 
records in their possession to RSPB so that development of the 
database can begin immediately.  The RSPB will use its considerable 
publicity skills to ensure that these initiatives reach the largest 
audience possible. 
 
The RSPB also agreed to start lobbying for Common Swifts to be 
added to Part 1 of Schedule ZA1 of the Wildlife & Countryside Act, 
which is for birds that return to the same nest sites each year.  
Currently, only Golden Eagle, White-tailed Eagle and Osprey are 
listed.  If the campaign is successful, it will give many Swift nesting 
places year-round protection from destruction or other disturbance.  
No promises were made that the campaign will succeed but at least 
RSPB is going to try.  Participants were asked to furnish evidence of 
colonies lost because of building renovation / demolition etc. (DBC 
Members - please respond!). 
 
Finally, we were assured that Common Swift would be added to at 
least the Amber list at the next review, which will take place by the 
end of 2008 or early in 2009.  This will mean that local authority 
biodiversity officers will start treating Swifts as a priority species and 
will allocate resources accordingly.  I think most will agree that this 
meeting was a significant event in our efforts to safeguard the future 
for Swifts in this country.   
 
The enthusiastic participation of members of the UK-SWIFTS group 
may well have had a positive influence on the RSPB's decisions.  UK-
SWIFTS will remain active until it is replaced by something better, so 
please keep sending your data.  By joining the Project you will 
demonstrate your support, and as you will be aware, membership 
numbers are important for any campaign.   
 
Thank you all for your continuing support.  
UK-SWIFTS Project http://tech.groups.yahoo.com group/uk-swifts/ 



From The County Recorder  Kevin Lane
A New Bird for Dorset 
 

On the 8th October 2008, the first Grey-cheeked Thrush for Dorset was plucked 
from one of the mist nets in Portland Bird Observatory’s garden. Following 
ringing, the bird was released into the disused quarry adjacent to the 
Observatory, where it continued to be seen, albeit intermittently, until dusk.  The 
arrival of this bird followed the crossing of the Atlantic by the remains of a 
tropical storm, which also caused the arrival of several other American vagrants 
to the south-west coasts of the British Isles. 

2008 Accepted Records 
Below is a list of the 2008 records accepted by the Dorset Records Panel to 
date, arranged by the month in which the bird were first seen.  These have 
already been published on the website, but are reproduced here for the benefit 
of members who are unable to access the Internet. 
 
January 2008 
Whooper Swan - West Bexington 27th Jan M Morse 
Ring-billed Gull - Radipole Lake 13th Jan D Chown et al (photo); presumed 
same at Radipole Lake 20th Jan A Taylor et al (photo). 
 
February 2008 
Surf Scoter - Abbotsbury to West Bexington 28th Feb to 21st Mar D Chown et al.
Great White Egret  - Chesil Cove 16th Feb A Taylor. 
Pallas’s Warbler - Oakers Wood 24th Feb to 4th Mar J Lowther et al 
Mealy Redpoll - (2) Hengistbury Head 16th to 17th Feb Multi-observed (photo) 
 
March 2008 
Ring-billed Gull - Lytchett Bay 20th Mar S Robson 
Ring-billed Gull - Wareham Channel 27th Mar D Chown (photo) 
Sabine’s Gull - Swanage Bay 10th Mar P Barrett (photo) 
 
April 2008 
Bee-eater  - (4) Merley 27th Apr J Lockwood 
Red-rumped Swallow - Blacknor, Portland 20th Apr G Walbridge 
 
May 2008 
Honey Buzzard Blacknor, Portland 21st May G Walbridge 
Short-toed Lark - Portland Bill 8th May G Walbridge et al 
Golden Oriole - Weston Road, Portland 16th May G Walbridge 
Woodchat Shrike - East Holme 18th May S Robson et al (photo) 
Woodchat Shrike - Brenscombe Hill 19th May A Rolf (photo) 

June 2008
Black-headed or Red-headed Bunting (female) Barleycrates and Reap Lanes, 
Portland 13th Jun G Walbridge et al.
 
July 2008 
Goshawk (2) site withheld 15th Jul R Gleason



Special Places Jol Mitchell

Durlston National Nature Reserve
On the southeast tip of Purbeck, 1 mile from Swanage, Durlston is 
owned and managed by Dorset County Council and governed by the 
ethos of 'Conservation for Public Enjoyment'. 
 
Over 265 bird species have been recorded at Durlston.  These range 
from species such as the Robin and Herring Gull which are seen every 
day, to the Brown Thrasher, a species from North America whose 
appearance at Durlston was the only time that it has been seen in 
Europe.  Highlights on the Durlston List include Black-browed Albatross, 
Cory’s and Sooty Shearwaters, Night Heron, Purple Heron, Black and 
White Storks, Whooper Swan, Pink-footed Goose, Black Kite, Montagu’s 
Harrier, Goshawk, Rough-legged Buzzard, Osprey, Red-footed Falcon, 
Quail, Corncrake, Stone Curlew, Long-tailed Skua, Bonaparte’s Gull, 
Alpine Swift, Bee-eater, Hoopoe, Shore Lark, Red-rumped Swallow, 
Richard’s and Tawny Pipits, Waxwing, Aquatic, Marsh, Icterine, 
Melodious, Subalpine, Barred, Greenish, Pallas’s and Yellow-browed 
Warblers, Red-breasted Flycatcher, Isabelline Shrike, Twite, Lapland, 
Snow, Cirl, Ortolan, Little and Black-headed Buntings.  Between 160 and 
180 species are recorded each year.  

Some species are resident all year round, while others are 
visitors at particular times of  the year.  Spring and autumn migration 
(April to May, and August to mid-November) are particularly good times 
to spend a day birdwatching at Durlston, but any time is likely to be 
rewarding. 
 
There are probably two reasons for making Durlston such an excellent 
place for birding: the variety of  habitat, and Durlston’s position on the 
south coast of  the UK which makes it an excellent place to observe 
spring and autumn migration. Durlston’s habitats include grassland, 



scrub, woodland, cliff-face and rock outcrops, farmland and the sea itself.  
Each has an associated set of birds.

The grassland habitat is particularly valuable during the spring migration 
when incoming Northern Wheatears feed on the short turf. This is 
repeated during the autumn migration when they can be joined by 
Meadow  Pipits and Yellow  Wagtails.  Kestrels can often be seen hunting 
over the grassland areas, with occasional sightings of  Short-eared Owl in 
autumn.  
 
The scrub areas, particularly in the Gully, are a valuable habitat for 
Redstarts and migrant warblers such as 
(in decreasing order of  abundance): 
Chiffchaffs, Willow  Warblers, Blackcaps, 
C o m m o n W h i t e t h r o a t s , L e s s e r 
Whitethroats and Garden, Sedge, 
Grasshopper and Reed Warblers.  In 
spring, the scrub areas may hide a 
singing Nightingale.  Coastal gorse 
scrub provides habitat for resident 
Dartford Warblers and Stonechats.  As 
the warblers move southwards in 
autumn, they are replaced by thrushes, 
some o f  wh ich overw in te r. The 
occasional Ring Ouzel, plus Song 
Thrushes, Redwings, Fieldfares and 
Blackbirds.  
 
Woodland at Durlston is located mainly around the Castle and along the 
eastern (Durlston Bay) side of  the Park.  Woodpeckers and other 
woodland species such as tits are the main species of interest; Firecrests 
are regular in winter and Yellow-browed Warblers are a possibility in 
autumn. 

The cliff-face is the interface between land and sea and the ledges 
provide nesting  opportunities for a variety of seabirds - Guillemots, 
Razorbills, Fulmars, Shags, Great Black-backed and Herring Gulls.  
Peregrine Falcons are regularly seen and Durlston is one of the best 
places in Dorset to see this magnificent bird of  prey.  Birds can often be 
seen hunting pigeons and teaching young birds to fly in July and August.  
The ledges at Tilly Whim are a good place to see wintering Black 
Redstarts, and Rock Pipits are ever-present along the coast. 
 
The sea is almost always of interest, particularly during strong winds in 
spring and autumn.  Passing seabirds include Gannets, Guillemots, 
Razorbills, the occasional Puffin, Manx, Sooty and Balearic Shearwaters, 
Sandwich, Black,  Common and Arctic Terns, and Great, Arctic, Pomarine 



and Long-tailed Skuas.  Storm Petrels may pass during strong winds in 
the summer.  Add three species of diver in the winter, and various 
waders and wildfowl in the migration periods and it is always worth 
scanning the sea. 

Durlston has an excellent Visitor Centre and the Lookout Cafe just below 
the Castle offers great food and stunning views of the sea.  This is an 
exciting time at Durlston with work about to commence on the £5.5m 
Durlston Project.   The Castle will be transformed into an inspirational, 
world class facility for visitors to Durlston and the Jurassic Coast.  
Conservation of Durlston’s internationally important wildlife, landscapes 
and geology will also benefit.  Durlston has a comprehensive website 
with full details of news, events, wildlife sightings etc. 
(http://www.durlston.co.uk). 

I Lost My Virginity On A Poole Harbour Birdboat!!
Derek Ball

I’m told it was something like 14 years ago that Colin Burt, Brain Pickess 
and Co. came up with the idea of regular winter cruises around Poole 
Harbour, aimed at birdwatchers, to give them an opportunity to see close 
up the birds that find their way into the harbour in the winter.  What a 
brilliant idea it turned out to be!

The Birdboats are a joint venture between Brownsea Island Ferries and 
the Poole Local Group of  the RSPB, with Dorset Bird Club providing the 
Guides (Jackie Hull has amazing arm twisting skills!).

Since those early days the numbers of  people carried each season have 
grown, reaching a record 975 in the 2007/2008 season despite 
experiencing some of the worst weather since the cruises began.  Our 
reputation has spread, and we now  regularly attract groups who travel 
anything up to 3 hours to join us.  One lady even flew  down from 
Edinburgh on a £20 weekend return flight!

Our main aim is to share our wonderful harbour with as many interested 
people as possible, giving them an experience that they will cherish, but 
an added benefit is that we also contribute to the conservation work 
around the harbour.  Following the 2006/2007 season the Birdboats 
were able to contribute £2000 to the RSPB Arne reserve and we 
exceeded this following the 2007/2008 season with an incredible £2500.

So what’s this about losing my virginity?  The original concept was 
‘Birdboats for birdwatchers’ but fortunately non birders have never been 
excluded.  This is where I come in.  As new  immigrants to the county my 
social secretary (wife) came across the Birdboats when she was 



researching things to do.  We tried it, no one checked our credentials, 
the sun shone, the guide (Mark Constantine) not only entertained us, he 
passed on loads of  interesting information about the harbour and he 
even found some birds, and because I was a virgin bird watcher, nearly 
everyone was a lifer.  As Mark would say I “had my first Shag in Poole 
Harbour!”  
We were told about the Poole Local Group whilst on one of the boats, 
we joined, we were sucked in, and ended up helping Colin with the 
Birdboats and eventually taking over.  Almost all our holidays are 
birdwatching holidays, we keep lists, we help out at Arne, Kay is 
membership secretary of the Poole Group.  All this because of one trip 
around Poole Harbour.

The Birdboats are now  part of  the RSPB Aren’t Birds Brilliant Project, the 
only one run totally by volunteers.  The project is all about getting people 
close to birds and sharing our passion for the harbour.  We are truly 
fortunate to have such a wonderful habitat on our doorstep and the more 
people we share it with, the more support the conservation bodies 
around the harbour are likely to get.

Update from The Isles of Scilly Tony Conway

There have been no major business changes on St. Mary’s this year but 
it is believed that the French Restaurant, Chez Michel will close at the 
end of the season.  The renovation of the quays on St Agnes and Carn 
near Tresco is almost completed.  For the fourth year Marsh Harrier 
have bred on the Islands as have Peregrine; Common Tern have done 
better this year but both Raven and Kittiwake failed to bring off  any 
young.  The surprise has got to be Common Sandpiper nesting on St. 
Agnes.

Almost daily ticks were Wheatear; Greenshank and Sandwich Tern.  A 
particularly successful day with Will Wagstaff  leading one of  his daily 
tours this time on Tresco culminated with views of a very approachable 
Buff-breasted Sandpiper.

Pelagics with Joe Pender on “Sapphire” produced good numbers of 
Storm Petrels and Manx Shearwaters, but the bird of the trips was Adult 
Sabine’s Gull that stayed very close to the boat to give superb views.

Cetaceans, apart from the usual Common Dolphin and Harbour 
Porpoise, were in the news with the first ever island record of  a 
Sowerby’s Beaked Whale, an animal of  the deep, albeit washed up 
dead.  One evening pelagic towards the end of my stay came across a 
Humped-backed Whale very close to St. Mary’s.  It breached fairly 
nearby and it was estimated to be almost as big as the tripper boat or 
was it a fisherman’s tale?



Outdoor Field Visits   
Trevor Thorpe & Andy Humber

Sunday 14th December
Blashford Lakes (SU151082) 09.30 - morning only.  The meeting 
place is at the Wessex Water treatment works, off Ellingham Drove 
- 2 miles north of Ringwood.
Leader Andy Humber

Saturday 10th January
Normandy Marsh, Lymington. (SZ330954) 09.00 - 12.00.  Please 
meet in the large car park at the end of Bath Road.
FOLLOW ON MEETING at Blackwater Arboretum (SU268048).  
commencing at approx. 14.00.  Meet in the car park at Rinefield 
Ornamental Drive.
Leader John Vickerman

Sunday 8th February
Ferrybridge and Portland Harbour (SY667761) 09.30 - morning 
only.  Meet in public car park at Ferrybridge, west side of  Beach 
Road (pay at meter)
Leaders Andy Humber and Trevor Thorpe

Sun March 29th 2009 
New  Forest ( SU186156 ) 09.30hrs Meet at Ashley Walk carpark, 1 
mile east of  Godhill village on the B3078, Fordingbridge to 
Bramshaw Telegraph Road. All day. Leader John Vickerman.

Sat April 18th 2009
Corfe Castle ( SY958824 ) 09.30hrs From A351 take turning for 
Church Knowle, park immediately on right hand side. Morning only. 
Leader Phil Read.

Sun May 10th 2009
White Nothe ( SY759824 ) 09.30hrs From A353 east of Weymouth, 
take minor road turning through Upton village and continue to 
National Trust carpark. Morning only. Leader Trevor Thorpe.

Fri June 12th 2009
Sherford Bridge ( SY919927 ) 19.30hrs Evening walk for Nightjars. 
Meet at carpark by bridge. Leader Andy Humber.

Outdoor Secretary
Trevor Thorpe tel. 01202 849089 e-mail : 
TREVBIRDMAN@aol.com - 31 Harness Close, Colehill, Wimborne, 
Dorset, BH21 2UF.



   Indoor Meetings
Ian Lewis

Thursday 13th November 2008
Joint meeting with the Poole R.S.P.B
19.30hrs Upton Community Centre Upton, Poole
Trevor Warwick - Birds of Morrocco.

Friday 6th February 2009  
Joint meeting with C.H.O.G.
19.30hrs Hengis tbury Head Cent re , Hengis tbury Head, 
Christchurch.
Simon Wooley - Around the World in a 1000 Birds - Simons 
attempt to see a thousand birds in one year with trips to nine 
countries. (although he assures us there aren’t a thousand 
slides).

Saturday 28th March 2009
19.00hrs Dorset Bird Club A.G.M.
20.00hrs Ian Lewis - Tibet - amazing birds and amazing 
scenery from the Roof of the World.

Indoor Secretary
Ian Lewis - tel. 01202 623200 e-mail - 
gryllo.poole@tinyworld.co.uk  
20 Heights Road, Upton, Poole, Dorset BH16 5QL.

Members Notice
You will notice that the indoor meetings it inerary is reduced 
from previous years. Unfortunately due to the low  attendence 
to our meetings we do not cover the cost of  speakers and the 
venue charge and we are unable to continue to support the 
losses we have occured.  So your Committee has made the 
decision to have indoor meetings in partnership with local 
groups 
except for our Annual General Meeting.

Remember you can keep abreast of  what”s happening with 
meetings and important announcements by logging on to the 
Bird Clubs Website. at  http:/www.dorsetbirdclub.org.uk



In all the years I have been going to the Islands I have seen very few 
Lesser White Toothed Shrews aka the “Scilly Shrew” This year Will 
Wagstaff  was talking to the group about the few  animals on the Islands 
when, as if on cue, one walked along a sea wall almost at our feet.  
Cheeky thing.

An Interesting craft called in at St. Mary’s the “Earthrace” which-in 2007 
set a new  record for circumnavigating the world in just over 60 days.  It 
was a very futuristic design and seemed more in keeping with a James 
Bond film.   

The weather and the birds this year were a bit mixed but a change in 
wind direction to the east resulted in more species including Black Tern; 
Grey Phalarope and Ortolan Bunting appearing. Almost at the end of  my 
holiday St. Agnes came up trumps with a juvenile Red-backed Shrike, 
two Wryneck and two Melodious Warblers.  I managed two out of the 
three.  On my final morning on St. Mary’s Golf  Course I didn’t get an 
eagle but a Juvenile Dotterel.  I know  already when I am going back 
next.         

Archives - 1978 Jackie Hull
 
Going back 30 years to 1978 gives us a year when some of our breeding 
species were affected by bad weather at critical times, such as Common 
and Little Terns, auks and Ravens, and Dartford Warblers, though reed-
bed species like Cetti’s Warbler and Bearded Tit did well. 
 
There were two new  species added to the Dorset list with Ring-necked 
Duck, a female at Radipole 26th-28th April; Alpine Accentor which 
frequented the quarries on Portland Bill 8th-30th April.   
 
The Isabelline Shrike at Winspit 15th-21st October was a 2nd record and 
probably an adult female of the race L.i.phoenicuroides, sometimes 
known as Turkestan Shrike. 
 
Other rarities in this year included Great Reed Warbler at the River 
Stour, Corfe Mullen on 19th June, Black-headed Bunting Portland Bill 
5th-9th May.  While a Long-billed Dowitcher remained on The Fleet at 



Herbury Gore and Langton Herring through the new  year until 23rd Feb.   
There were 6 Common Cranes in Brand’s Bay on 2nd Dec and 3 
immatures at St. Catherine’s Hill, Christchurch on 20th Dec. 

On the 4th December an immature Rough-legged Buzzard was found in 
a weak state at Sandford and after being cared for was released near 
Arne on 9 Dec, seen again on 11th & 13th, then at Studland on 17th, 
Durlston 19th-20th Dec and lastly at Moreton on 28th Dec. 
 
A Ruddy duck female at Radipole on 5th-6th Dec was the first recorded 
appearance at this site.  Nearby on Lodmoor up to 3 singing male Savi’s 
Warblers from 28th April - July but no evidence of breeding. 

From the 1978 Bird Report the House Sparrow  was reported as remains 
plentiful and universal. A House Sparrow  x Tree Sparrow  hybrid was at 
PBO on 2nd-7th Sept.  A complete albino with pink eyes and feet was 
with fledglings at Rodwell for 6 days in June and it appeared very short 
sighted having difficulty in landing.

The Cotentin and Bessin Marshes Regional Nature 
Park (Normandy) Paul Levey 
 
The ‘Parc naturel régional 
des Marais du Cotentin et 
du Bessin’ (as it is written in 
French) is a patchwork of 
floodplains and river valleys 
converging towards the 
sea. This vast area (approx 
140,000 ha) lies in a huge 
depression composed of 
the wetlands of  the Rivers 
Douve, Taute, Vire, Aure 
and Ay. It includes  the East 
Coast salt marshes, mud 
flats and sandbanks of  the 
Cotentin Peninsular found 
bordering the Baie des 
Veys, which harbours more than 20,000 waterbirds in winter. This bay 
also holds the second largest colony of Common Seal in France where 
numbers have totalled groups of 30 or more on several occasions.

The whole area is a haven for birds, water is present everywhere: the 
sea, rivers, canals, ditches, although the biggest part of its territory 
consists of  an undulating landscape with scrubland surrounding the low, 
wet valleys.
 



There is an area of  heathland (les landes in French) situated on the 
western border of  the park around Lessay. The 25,000 ha of wetlands 
found around the town of Carentan host many species of waders, geese 
and ducks and the Baie des Veys is a favoured zone for migrating birds. 
The following 4 sites offer some of the best birding to be found in the 
area and might even throw up the odd sighting of a rarer species too. 

Site 1 - The Carentan Marshes / Les Ponts d’Ouve 
 
The Carentan Marshes is an 
enormous wetland area (25,000 
ha) and one of the most 
important in France. There used 
to be a few  hundred pairs of 
breeding Corncrake in the area 
but unfortunately numbers have 
reduce considerably in recent 
years. However, there are still 
good numbers of breeding Teal, 
Garganey, Pintail, Shoveler, 
Lapwing, Snipe and Curlew. 
Montagu’s and Marsh Harrier 
also nest in the area. So too does Marsh Warbler and many other 
species. Les Ponts d’Ouve is a managed nature reserve which has an 
excellent visitor centre located just north of Carentan, off the road to St-
Côme-du-Mont. The centre is well signposted from the main road and is 
open every day from Easter to the end of September. For opening times 
outside of this period please check with the nature website which can be 
found at http://www.parc-cotentin-bessin.fr
 
A total of 173 species were recorded at Les Ponts d’Ouve between 1998 
and 2005 which included 43 confirmed breeding and a further 11 
probable. Included in the list of 173 species were: Red-necked Grebe, 
Bittern, Night Heron, Cattle Egret, Great Egret, Purple Heron, White 
Stork, Black Stork, Garganey, Red-crested Pochard, Smew, Goosander, 
Osprey, Montagu’s Harrier, Honey Buzzard, Quail, Spotted Crake, 
Common Crane, Black-winged Stilt, Kentish Plover, Curlew  Sandpiper, 
Temminck’s Stint, Little Stint, Wood Sandpiper, Great Snipe, Jack Snipe, 
Pectoral Sandpiper, Long-billed Dowitcher, Ring-billed Gull, White-
winged Black Tern, Whiskered Tern, Hoopoe, Wryneck, Richard’s Pipit, 
Bluethroat, Aquatic Warbler, Fan-tailed Warbler, Savi’s Warbler, Marsh 
Warbler and Short-toed Treecreeper. 



Site 2 - Reserve Naturelle du Domaine de Beauguillot 
   
This nature reserve includes a very large salt marsh which occupies the 
southern end of  Utah Beach which is immediately to the north of the vast 
mudflats of the Baie des Veys, part of  which are included in the reserve. 
In winter up to 8,000 Dunlin can be found along the shoreline along with 
good numbers of Oystercatcher, Curlew  and Grey Plover. Between 
November and April many species of wildfowl, heron and raptor can be 
found on the reserve including White-fronted Geese, Teal, Pintail, 
Wigeon, Spoonbill, Marsh and Hen Harrier, Peregrine and Merlin. Access 
is via the D913, which runs from Carentan to the Utah Beach Visitor 
Centre. 

Site 3 - Baie des Veys (Pointe de Brévands / Le Grand 
Vey) 
 
A visit to the Baie des Veys is best during the autumn and winter when 
gulls, duck and waders occur by the thousand on its 5,000 ha of mudflats 
which become exposed at low  tide. It is an important stop-over site for 

Brent Geese where up to 20,000 have wintered. Many species of tern 
have also been recorded together with some of the rarer passerines 
such as Snow  Bunting and Twite plus raptors including Peregrine, Merlin, 
Marsh, Hen and Montagu’s Harriers. Common and Velvet Scoters and 
Eider occur out on the sea. In the polders, Short-eared Owls are quite 
common, Corncrake and White Stork have also bred nearby. 

Observation is possible from two viewing points on separate sides of the 
bay. Pointe de Brévands on the south side can be accessed via the D89 
from Catz (near Les Veys). Le Grand Vey on the north side can be found 
by following the D115 which is situated just north east of St-Marie-du-
Mont off the D913. 



Site 4 - Les Landes de Lessay / Réserve Naturelle 
Tourbière de Mathon 
 
The Tourbière de Mathon is a 16 
ha peat bog which together with 
the heathlands of  Les Landes de 
Lessay hold breeding Nightjar in 
reasonable numbers. These 
heathlands extend to the east 
and south east of  Lessay and are 
a mixture of heathland, pine 
woodland and bog. Hoopoe has  
been recorded in the area along 
with Dartford Warbler, Tree Pipit 
and Stonechat. The bogs are 
excellent for finding butterflies, 
dragonflies as well as its botany. 

To the west and south west of  Lessay, there are several conifer 
plantations where Black Woodpecker and Crested Tit have been 
recorded. Visits to the reserve area can be arranged through the park 
visitor centre at Les ponts d’Ouve.

Birding News Corncrake Return
With conservation we rarely have good news, well it seems that way 
sometimes, it just seems like another species is in trouble and added to 
the “Red List”.  Recently a reintroduction project to bring back Corncrake 
to England has met with initial success.

Having been restricted to the islands on the north and west of Scotland 
and Western Ireland. It was in 2001 the joint project involving Natural 
England, the RSPB and the Zoological Society of London and more 
recently Pensthorpe Conservation Trust - was set-up to reintroduce 
Corncrakes to the Fens.  The releases started in earnest in 2003 and 
they bred for the first time in 2004 at the Nene Washes.

The main worry with this project is that Corncrakes are summer visitors 
and so much depends on them returning from their winter quarters in 
Africa back to the release site. Where the only evidence of  theire 
successful return is when the males loud rasping calls are heard.

The good news is this year 12 male Corncrake were heard calling from 
their introduction site in the Nene Washes in Cambridgeshire and 
hopefully this initial success will continue.



The Travels of a Black-tailed Godwit Jol Michell

Jol Mitchell posted me this e-mail of the detail of a colour-ringed 
Black-tailed Godwit he recorded at Middlebere on 25th October.  It 
had been seen in Poole Harbour before in 2004 and 2007. Two 
days prior to it being at Middlebere it was on the east coast. It 
demonstrates how  consistent these birds are in visiting the same 
location on migrations and how  colour ringing can help monitor 
movement of our waders. 

WG-RO was ringed as a male in N Iceland. Top line is the day of 
ringing. Details below.

13.06.03 Langhús, Fljot, N Iceland
19.09.04 Poole Harbour, Dorset, S England
21.09.04 Blackwater Estuary, Essex, E England27.
     08.05 Blackwater Estuary, Essex, E England
22.11.06 Mistley, Stour estuary, Essex, E England
26.11.06 Mont-Saint-Michel, Manche, Ille et Vilanine, W France
28.11.06 Manningtree, Stour estuary, Essex, E England
29.11.06 Stour estuary, Essex, E England
09.12.06 Rye Harbour, Rye Bay, Sussex, S England
23.01.07 Aersoltweerde, R. Ijssel, Overijssel, C Netherlands
21.05.07 The Hythe, Colne Estuary, Colchester, Essex, E England
08.07.07 Medway Esturary and Marshes, Kent, SE England
10.07.07 Medway Esturary and Marshes, Kent, SE England
15.07.07 Medway Esturary and Marshes, Kent, SE England
16.07.07 Medway Esturary and Marshes, Kent, SE England
17.07.07 Medway Esturary and Marshes, Kent, SE England
18.08.07 Medway Esturary and Marshes, Kent, SE England
05.10.07 Stour estuary, Essex, E England.
07.10.07 Stour estuary, Essex, E England.
13.10.07 Poole Harbour, Dorset, S England.
14.10.07 Mistley, Stour Estuary, Essex, E England.
19.12.07 River Medway, Catham, Kent, SE England.
21.01.08 River Little Brosna callows: New  Bridge-River     
     Shannon, Ireland.
15.02.08 Motney Hill, Medway Estuary, Kent, SE England.
16.02.08 Motney Hill, Medway Estuary, Kent, SE England.
27.02.08 Motney Hill, Medway Estuary, Kent, SE England.
15.04.08 Motney Hill, Medway Estuary, Kent, SE England.
30.04.08 Hofn, Hornafjorour, Austur-Skaftafellssýsla, E Iceland.
19.07.08 Medway Esturary and Marshes, Bedlams Bottom, Funton, 
     Kent.
23.10.08 Mistley, Stour estuary, Essex, E England.
25.10.08 Middlebere, Poole Harbour, Dorset, S England.



Book Review Alan Snook

The latest book in the New Naturalist Series, number 107, should interest 
most birdwatchers as it covers an interesting group of birds the Grouse. I was 
fortunate on my several trips to Scotland to clear up every time on all the birds 
in this group including the somewhat elusive (for such a big bird) Capercaillie 
and the high dwelling Ptarmigan. We have four species to deal  with in Britain 
and Ireland and they are: Ptarmigan, Capercaillie, Black and Red Grouse, the 
latter of which we learn is no longer classed as an endemic. 

Written by two of the worlds leading experts on Grouse species Adam Watson 
has been studying Ptarmigan and Red Grouse since 1943 and Robert Moss 
gained his Zoology PhD working on grouse nutrition. The book covers 529 
pages in fifteen main chapters. The opening chapter deals with the worldwide 
distribution of the species. The next chapter is on grouse names, where we 
learn that the word grouse (being both plural and singular) is of uncertain 
origin and was originally spelt grows. The word Ptarmigan comes from the 
Scottish word Tarmagan and that capercailzie is the scots derivation of 
Capercaillie, from the Gaelic capall  (mare) and coille (wood) in short the horse 
of the woods, aptly describing this large highland bird. The next four relate to 
the main species accounts, followed by others on such topics as behaviour, 
Snow Roosts, Territory, Plumage and Habitat. Chapters continue with an as to 
be expected one on nutrition, an excellent insight into enemies, included in 
this is a very long list of raptors, from the mighty eagle to the diminutive Merlin, 
together with a galaxy of extinct species like bear and wolf. The final chapters 
deal with population fluctuations and their conservation and management. 

One slight criticism is the fact that all the notes appear at the back of the book, 
I prefer mine on the page so that I can relate whilst reading and not having to 
constantly turn to the back. The book is well  written in an easy to understand 
style and is illustrated throughout with colour photographs. For anyone 
planning a trip to the highlands this is essential  background reading before 
your trip, I only hope that global   warming does not spell the end in Britain and 
Ireland for these large birds that are all  adapted to a cold climate. Grouse by 
Adam Watson and Robert Moss is Published by Collins @ £50.00   ISBN 
978-0-00-715097-7

Once in a while along comes a bird book that is out of the ordinary, it 
happened with Bill  Oddie’s Little Black Bird Book and Simon Barnes How to be 
a Bad Birdwatcher. Rory is perhaps best known for his television appearances 
on ‘They Think it’s all  Over’ and ‘QI’. I do not think it was widely known he was 
a birdwatcher until  his appearances on the latter. Bearded Tit is subtitled ‘A 
love story with feathers’ it is so much more than that being an unusual  memoir 
and a super read with a twist in the tale. Throughout the book are many 
snippets of bird information all  adhering to a central thread, being a 
birdwatcher and all  that this entails in the modern age. Full  of humorous 
anecdotes this is a superb read and one that I cannot recommend too highly, 
in fact if I was to give it a star rating it would have to be the full  five. I will not 
divulge anything else about the story, as that would spoil the surprise, so go to 
your local  bookshop, buy and enjoy. Bearded Tit by Rory McGrath is published 
by Ebury Press @ £12.99 - ISBN 978-0-09-192269-6.



Across
1.   A trilling summer visitor.
6.   Pines (anag.) 
7.   A large meal for a Raptor.
8.   When the male is a “Nun”.
9.   Heavy garden implement.
11. Perhaps a distinction on Little      
      Stint.
12. Grasshopper Song.
14. Grouse do it & Ruff do it but not 

in Dorset.
15. Are they playing the fools.
16. Precedes Flycatcher and              
     Merganser.

Down
1.  Flocks of  6 down.
2.  A rare pipit from Siberia.
3.  A “cocky” little bird.
4.  First bred on Brownsea Island in                  

1969.
5.  The Bride is one of these.
7.   A “bare-faced Crow”
10. Not Greater
13. Motacilla _ _ _ _
   
Complete and send to the Editor by 
the 31st December.  The winner will 
be drawn from a hat of correct 
entrants and will win a year’s 
membership to The Dorset Bird 
Club. 
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Birding Highlights 
Phyl England 

June 
In a quiet period an Eastern 
Subalpine Warbler found at 
Duncecroft Quarry Portland on 
26th, was the bird of  the month. A 
Cattle Egret was again at Lytchett 
Bay (1st) and a Great White Egret 
was on the Fleet (2nd). White 
Storks were over Christchurch (4th 
& 13th) and a Common Crane was 
seen over Rodden Hive (5th). On 
7th a Red-footed Falcon was 
recorded over Corfe Castle. In the 
seed crop at Portland a Common 
Rosefinch was found (13th) being 
seen again on 19th and a Rose-
coloured Starling was briefly at the 
Observatory (4th). A female Black- 
headed/Redheaded Bunting was 
briefly at Barleycrates Lane and on 
16th a Red-breasted Flycatcher 
spent a day at the Observatory. A 
Red-backed Shrike was reported 
from Morden Bog (23rd). The 
Hooded Merganser of doubtful 
o r i g i n s r e m a i n e d a r o u n d 
Weymouth throughout.
 
July 
At sea there have been sightings of 
Cory’s Shearwaters with singles 
past Portland (6th&7th), 3 past 
Chesil Cove (29th) and one past 
Durlston (31st).  A Melodious 
Warbler was trapped at Portland 
Bird Observatory (4th). On 17th a 
Pectoral Sandpiper was found at 
Swineham and was seen until 
20th. A Cattle Egret flew  south near 
Swyre (12th), with another at 
Radipole(18th). A White Stork was 
a t Sop ley (19 th ) and over 
Christchurch Harbour (20th) with 
the same or another bird being 
recorded at Wool (24th). Two Great 
White Egrets flew  off Portland’s 
East Cliffs (23rd). At Lodmoor a 

record 7 Ruff  arrived (31st). The first 
summer drake Hooded Merganser 
r e m a i n e d i n t h e c e n t r e o f 
Weymouth. 

August  
Bird of the month was the Lesser 
Grey Shrike discovered near 
Hartland Moor on the 2nd that 
remained un t i l 15 th . Cory ’s 
Shearwaters passed Portland (1st & 
13th) and a Dotterel flew  along the 
cliffs there (8th). A Cattle Egret was 
again around Poole Harbour with 
another at Lodmoor (21st). At 

Port land an Ortolan Bunt ing 
appeared (29th) with another joining 
it (30th & 31st) and a Melodious 
Warbler was at Southwell, Portland 
(31st). On 31st Wrynecks were at 
Durlston and Portland and a Tawny 
Pipit flew  over Hengistbury. The 
Hooded Merganser remained at 
Radipole.

September 
Dorset had its share of Honey 
Buzzard sightings with birds being 
seen from 15th with 6 passing 
through Port land (20th).Grey 
Phalaropes were also frequent at 
many coastal locations in the first 
half of the month.  There were also 
frequent Tawny Pipit sightings with 
one at Portland staying for several 
days. Occasional Rose-coloured 
Starlings were seen, at Portland 
(1st-4th), Lytchett Bay (10th) and 



Durlston (20th). Ortolan Buntings 
were recorded on several days at 
Portland and at Hengistbury 
(10th),Durlston (20th) and Ballard 
Down (14th). Hengistbury reported 
a Barred Warbler (15th) , a 
Bluethroat (17th) and Penduline Tit 
( 2 9 t h ) . W r y n e c k s w e r e a t 
Seacombe, Durlston, Ballard, 
Portland, Cogden Beach, Burton 
Bradstock, Hengistbury and 
Stanpit.  Portland hosted a 
Woodchat Shrike (10th-12th), 
Icterine Warbler (12th) and a long-
s tay ing Me lod ious Warb le r 
(10th-22nd). Lapland Buntings 
passed through White Nothe (13th), 
Ringstead (14th), Portland and 
Christchurch (26th). A Caspian 
Stonechat was at Portland (9th) 
and Yellow-browed Warblers at 
West Bay (26th), Hengistbury, 
Portland (29th) & Weston (30th). 
Pectoral Sandpipers were at 
Cowards Marsh (4th) Stanpit 
(7th-8th) and Abbotsbury (25th - 
28th). At Rodden Hive a Cattle 
Egret was observed and on 19th 
there was one at Brownsea. At sea, 
Long-tailed Skuas were seen at 
Ferrybridge (5th) and Chesil Cove 
(6th) and Sabine’s Gulls were at 
Lyme Regis (7th), Swanage (8th) 
and Stanpit (11th). 

October
Proved to be another excellent 
month in Dorset with a female 
Siberian Stonechat (1st-10th) near 
Bere Regis cress beds and a 1st 
winter Caspian Gull at Radipole  
(1st-7th)a Richard’s Pipit at Wick on 
the (3rd) and Stanpit on (5th),  Wick 
again on the (12th) and Durlston 
Country Park (13th) 6 Long-tailed 
Skua  at Hengistbury and 1 at 
Chesil Cove on (4th),were followed 
by 2 at Hengistbury and singles at 
Portland Bill and Chesil Cove a 
Pectoral Sandpiper was also seen 

at Stanpit Marsh and single Leach’s 
Petrels were off West Bexington and 
West Bay on the (5th), Flaghead 
Chine, Hengistbury and Canford 

Cliff on the (7th) Sabine’s Gull were 
seen of  Chesil Cove on the (5th) 
Branksome Chine and Hengistbury 
on 7th.  Portland produced Bird of  
the month a Grey-cheeked Thrush 
on the (8th) but gone the next day, 
with supporting cast of Red-backed 
Shrike at Langton Matravers which 
stayed until the (8th-9th). Spoonbill 
numbers increased to 18 on 
Brownsea on (11th).  Yellow-browed 
Warblers appeared at Stanpit on 
(12th) with 2 at Hengistbury (13th 
and 1 there (14th) The Nothe (15th), 
South Haven (16th), Durlston CP 
and Wakeham (17th), Olive-backed 
Pipit was heard and tape recorded 
flying over Durlston CP on (13th) as 
was a Richard’s Pipit. A Lapland 
Bunting was heard flying over 
Durlston on (14th). The first Great 
Grey Shrike of   the winter arrived on 
Hartland Moor on (17th-31st) at 
least. Cattle Egret was found at 
Glebelands Farm Studland on the 
(19th) and still present at the months 
end.



Letters  
Dear Nick Hull

When visiting friends in Dorset last 
February I was given an old copy 
of The Hoopoe; saying on the 
phone recently I’d re-read it and 
enjoyed it so much promptly two 
more copies arrived in the post, to 
be re-read and treasured - so 
much of interest.  

I live north of Rome in Vitebo 
Province - in a hazlenut growing 
area and have quite a variety of 
birds in the hazelnut grove here in 
front of our flat: Tree  Sparrows, 
Goldfinch, Chaffinch, Greenfinch, 
Blue Tit, Great Tit, Blackbird, 
Collared Dove, Wood Pigeon, 
Grey Heron (as a brook 50 metres 
away) White Wagtail, Stonechat. 
The Robin has just returned.  In 
the summer I have Ser in , 
Nightingale, Wryneck and of 
course Hoopoe! I am fortunate 
where I live for reserves: ten 
minutes away Lake Vico with it’s 
surrounding reedbeds, mudflats 
then Beech woods, up to 1000 
metres - two hides have now  been 
built by the lake. Then an hours 
drive away the Tiber with a good 
reserve for hides or in the other 
direction to the sea and salt-pans. 
Further afield in Umbria a dam on 
the Tiber forms a large lake and 
an excellent reserve especially in 
the winter.  Another favourite of 
mine is the WWF reserve on the 
Orbetello Lagoon in Tuscany - 
here an interesting project is in 
progress to save the Northern or 
Bald Ibis.  

Some birds have fascinating 
names in Italian, Cetti’s Warbler 
for example - River Nightingale, 
Goldfinch - Little Thistle, Sardinian 
Warbler - cooked eye, Wheatear - 

white bottom, Robin - Red Breast 
(of course!) Dipper - Water 
Blackbird, White Wagtail - White 
Ballet Dancer, others fascinating 
but too long and complicated to 
explain as have whole stories/
legends behind the name. Lot’s 
more I’d like to write but feel this is 
enough. Thank you and your team 
for your dedication.

Yours sincerely
Patricia Anne Tombesi

Dear Mr Hull

Whilst not disagreeing that modern 
buildings are less ‘Swift friendly’ 
than older houses, there is possible 
evidence that the weather is also 
having an adverse effect on their 
numbers.

Last year, for the first time in 25 
years of  observing Swifts breeding 
in purpose made boxes on my 
house, all the young died. The four 
pairs had arrived as usual and laid 
eggs which hatched but before 
much development had taken place 
all the juveniles were dead. The 
obvious factor was the persistent 
rains of June and July. During 
which, it seems, the adults could 
o n l y f i n d e n o u g h f o o d f o r 
themselves but no extra. If  my 
Langton colony sample is anything 
to go by there may well have been 
a complete breeding failure across 
Southern England.

Swifts can be long lived. One of 
“my” birds came to the same box 
for 13 successive summers (having 
been ringed as an adult) producing 
one or two offspring each season 
so one bad year may not be too 
serious.  However, a run of bad 
summers obviously would be. This 
year has been less disastrous than 
the previous but also a difficult one.  



The last juvenile to fledge left on 
16th August after taking about 56 
days to develop from hatching.  In 
good conditions this growth period 
can be as short as 35 days, an 
extraordinary adaptation in the 
European Swift. According to 
Witherby’s handbook, 56 days is 
about as long as fledging time can 
get so it would seem that this 
juvenile was right at the end of the 
scale. The conclusion is forced that 
its parents were having difficulty in 
finding food and that it may have 
left in a weak condition; not 
conducive to survival.

During some of those cool, wet 
days of the first two weeks of 
August I got the impression that no 
food was being brought in at all but 
I could well have missed some 
visits. On the rare occasions when 
an adult did speed in with its 
‘puffed up’ chin it came from the 
north east. Following that direction 
one day produced no Swifts in the 
air at all, until the viewpoint 
overlooking Little Sea was reached. 
From it I picked up about 20 Swifts 
ranging about low  over the dunes 
towards the sea.

I am not aware of any Swifts 
nesting in Studland but quite a few 
pairs do in Swanage where I guess 
most of these dune foragers were 
from.  It seems likely that ‘my’ 
Langton birds were amongst them.   
If  so, they were travelling a straight 
line distance of about 4 miles to 
feed their young.

For what i t i s wor th when 
considering loss of nest sites, there 
were formally several Purbeck sea 
cliff  breeding colonies where there 
is now  only one and the cliffs in 
question have not changed. (This 
may not be entirely accurate. One 
recent change with unknown 

effects is the introduction of  alien 
wall lizards. Swifts choose overhung 
crevices in vertical walls but the 
lizards can probably reach them.)

About 1910, a blizzard of snow 
struck after the Swifts had arrived in 
May. Many ‘swarmed like bees’ on 
the high walls of  Craig Side, 
Swanage my uncle remembered 
and that he picked up dead birds 
from the ground beneath. He 
thought that the survivors then 
began nesting on the Edwardian 
and Victorian houses. Something 
similar happened again in adverse 
cold weather conditions on the 27th 
May last year. Towards evening 
during heavy rain and a near gale 
from the north at least 500 Swifts 
gathered low  in the sky over 
southern Swanage. Some began 
landing and clinging to one another 
on high buildings in Park Road. 
Early next morning Rees Cox 
retrieved some from the ground 
alive and at least one got airborne 
from a flat surface as we watched. 
The weather improved somewhat 
and as the morning wore on the 
birds dispersed. 

Presumably most survived but it was 
the start of a really bad year for 
southern english Swifts.

Yours sincerely
Treleven Haysom
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