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Editor’s Chat
First | have a change of e-mail address - the new address is

sapeur.pompier@btinternet.com.

It seems to be a summer of firsts with a pair of Roseate Terns
breeding successfully on Brownsea Island and Marsh Harriers
breeding successfully at Radipole Lake. Hopefully these
successes will continue and the Bitterns will stay and breed in the
future adding more variety to Dorset’s avifauna.

More generally it appears that it has
been a mixed year for our House
Martins. Some areas birds arrived
back at their nest sites early in the
first weeks of April and began nest
building immediately. In fact, a pair
were reported nesting in the far
north of Scotland by the second
week of April. But due to adverse
weather conditions in the latter part
of the month, the martin migration
stalled and didn’t improve until the
last week in May which coincided
with the large movement of Painted
Ladies moving north from southern Europe.

For the full report and how you can get involved in the House
Martin survey see http://www.bto.org/home/housemartins.htm.

As Editor of the Bird Club’s Newsletter, I'm interested to know what
you do with the Newsletters once you have read them. Do you
save them to re-read them in the future, or do you just recycle
them with all the other household paper?

Well, if you do either of these things, may | suggest that if you
have a broadband connection you can receive your Dorset Bird
Club Newsletter via e-mail in a PDF format. Receiving your
Newsletter in this way has its advantages:



o Saves shelf space by allowing you to save your newsletters
on to cd or dvd.

e You have colour photographs throughout the Newsletter.

* You save the Club money which it can use for conservation
projects.

e All the hyperlinks work so you can just click and go to the
websites straight away.

If your’e not sure if you’ll enjoy a PDF version, why not
contact me and I'll send you one, it’s free - see if you like it.

Out of Africa Appeal

The BTO launched the Out of Africa Appeal this year and so far
have raised £63,000. The aim of the appeal is to set up special
studies in Africa to try to understand how birds use different
habitats during the course of our winter. They also plan to work
internationally to look at the bigger picture of European / African
migration and to develop working relationships with
conservationists and scientists across a range of African countries.
The BTO will also look for evidence from the Nest Record Scheme
and the ringing scheme to see if the problems are more closely
linked to habitat and/or climate changes in the UK or within Africa.

This initiative has been prompted by the declines between 1994
and 2007 of some of our much-loved summer-breeding species
that winter in Africa. Examples are Wood Warbler (down 67%),
Swift (down 41%), Spotted Flycatcher (down 59%) and Yellow
Wagtail (down 47%)..

If you wish to know more about the Out of Africa Appeal see:-
http://www.bto.org/appeals/out_of_africa_appeal.htm



Conservation Barn Owl Box - Nick Urch
During a survey for the RSPB in the spring | was told that Barn

Owls were nesting in one of the farm buildings. However they
chose to use a barn full of straw bales which in the past had led to
accidental disturbance whenever straw was needed for the cattle.

During the summer 2 birds were regularly seen around the barn
but breeding could not be confirmed. To avoid any possibility of
future problems, the Dorset Bird Club decided to donate an owl
box to the farm which was put up in late October. We will continue
to monitor the barn over the winter and hopefully the owls will be
using it next summer.

Well done Nick lets hope they take to the box, look forward to
hearing good news next yeatr.

It might be worth members remembering that the Club has a
Conservation Fund to help in projects such as this; the Club
is very interested in getting involved with this type of positive
conservation. Eds




Swift success for the UK-Swift Project - Geoff Beale

| set up the UK-Swifts Project in 2008 in an attempt to start
collecting usable data about where Common Swifts were nesting
in the UK, and by the end of the 2008 about two hundred
confirmed or probable nest sites had been documented.

During 2008, the RSPB agreed to
build on the data that had been
collected by UK-Swifts, and to set

up and run a database of Swift ‘ /

breeding sites as an ongoing !
project. The collected data would
be fed into the National
Biodiversity Network (NBN) so
that it could be readily accessed
by planners and developers in an
effort to ensure that breeding sites
would preserved, especially out of the breeding season.

The RSPB also agreed to mount a publicity campaign to
encourage its members and the public to participate in the data
collection.  In time for the 2009 season the following page was
established for the purpose and data collection commenced:
http://www.rspb.org.uk/thingstodo/surveys/swifts/

It is hoped that soon this page will be replaced by an interactive
web site, run by the RSPB, that will allow contributors to submit
their findings directly into the RSPB's database.

The response to the RSPB's 2009 publicity campaign has been
truly astonishing.  The database has grown from the UK-Swifts
original, humble, two hundred entries, to nearly two thousand
confirmed breeding sites, and an additional four-thousand-three-



hundred probable breeding sites -- all in just three months.  This
just demonstrates how popular Common Swifts are with the British
public.

Other great news is that after a great deal of argument and arm
twisting, common sense prevailed. Common Swift has, at last,
been Amber listed - it only missed being Red listed by a whisker.
Hopefully, Biodiversity Officers will now start allocating urgently
needed resources to the species. The BTO is now making noises
about a species-specific survey at some time in the (hopefully
near) future.

The UK-Swifts Project site is now dormant as its work has been
done. lts role has been replaced by the RSPB's new project. A
great UK site is still available for all who wish to know more about
Swifts and how they can be helped. Please visit:
http://www.swift-conservation.org/

The RSPB has given an assurance that its Swift data collection
project will go on indefinitely. If you didn't participate yet, please
help by submitting your local knowledge of Swift activity at any
time, this year or next, using the forms available from the RSPB
site. Here is the web address again:
http://www.rspb.org.uk/thingstodo/surveys/swifts/

From being extremely pessimistic about what the future holds for
these birds, at least as far as the UK is concerned, I'm slowly
beginning to see a glimmer of hope.



Dorset Arable Project - James Phillips
v : all] [ ‘;< v.‘:' A “ ‘«\y.“l:‘ ) :“'\ )

NN -

FWAG G

How Farmers, Volunteers and
Conservationists are Working to Keep Our Arable
Farmland Full of Wildlife.

An exciting partnership project aimed at reversing declines in arable
wildlife is now underway across areas of South West England.
Under the umbrella of the ‘South West Farmland Bird Initiative’ there
are four projects targeting Dorset, the Cotswolds, North Wiltshire
and South Wiltshire. These areas are recognised as being nationally
important for farmland birds and other wildlife found within the wider
countryside. Each project is led by a different partner organization,
the Dorset project is the ‘Dorset Arable Project’ and is run by the
Farming and Wildlife Advisory Group (FWAG).

The project concentrates on 6 species of farmland bird (the ‘Arable
6’) and hotspots for arable plants. The 'Arable 6’ are the Grey
Partridge, Lapwing, Turtle Dove, Yellow Wagtail, Tree Sparrow and
Corn Bunting. They are arable farmland specialists and have
suffered some of the most severe declines of any of our farmland
birds over the last 40 years. Providing habitat for these birds will
also have major benefits for other farmland species like the Skylark,
Yellowhammer and Brown Hare, and in many cases, also provide
conditions that will help rare arable plants.

Through the use of the Governments agri-environment scheme
Environmental Stewardship, or voluntarily, farmers are being
encouraged to adopt the measures that will provide the three most
important things farmland birds need in order to thrive. These are
known as the ‘Big 3’ and include nesting habitat along with summer
and winter food. In ‘hot-spot’ areas for rare arable plants, the project
is promoting measures to encourage the germination of some of the
UK’s scarcest plants.



Why is arable wildlife important?

Farmland birds are a good
indicator of the level of
biodiversity on farms, as they are
comparatively high up the food
chain. If their populations are
thriving then it indicates that the
lower end of the food chain is
also in good condition.
Conservation of rare arable
plants is important to help prevent
extinction of some species from
Dorset and the UK. These plants
also provide seed and insect rich |
habitat to support the whole food |
chain.

Since the 1970s, the UK populations of many of our farmland birds

have been in steep decline. In the South West, farmland bird

numbers fell by 45% between 1970 and 1994, and by a further 8%

between 1994 and 2004. The populations of arable plants have

fallen even more dramatically, with a decline of 96% over the last

J[Zhoodﬁars, and they are now viewed as the rarest group of plants in
e UK.

The Big 3’

Farmland birds usually require three things in order to thrive.
These are:

Nesting Habitat: The ideal nesting habitat varies between
species, but it needs to be safe and secure and may be in the
middle of a field, in field margins, hedgerows or trees.

Summer Food: A regular supply of insects and other
invertebrates are a critical food sources for developing chicks
and adults throughout the summer.

Winter Food: Many farmland birds rely on seeds and so an
abundant source of seed food is needed throughout the winter
months into spring.

Research has shown that if sufficient quantities of the ‘Big 3’ are
provided for farmland birds and correct management is carried out for
arable plants to germinate, these declines can be reversed. The



Advise to Contributors

Next Newsletter Deadline is 20th February
Sending Articles
By e-mail to the Editor - sapeur.pompier@btinternet.com

Microsoft Word PC or Mac Format.
Text Arial 12

Digital photographs should be a minimum of 300dpi/ppi if possible
with a width of 500 pixels, but if you cannot do this | can size to suit.

All photographs will be produced in black and white except for those
on the cover and in the electronic version which will be all colour.

Sending Handwritten Articl

Please write clearly, if you wish to send a copy of a photograph or

an illustration to accompany your article please do, as | can scan
these for printing.

Ad tisi
All adverts will be in black and white

If you wish to advertise your business we charge £20 for a page
and £10 half page and £5 quarter page.

For personal adverts, we charge £2 for a twenty word advert.

Send to Nick Hull via e-mail to sapeur.pompier@btinternet.com
or by post to 11, Pealsham Gardens, Fordingbridge, Hampshire.
SP6 1RD.

Telephone enquiries on 01425 656841




Outdoor Field Visits - Trevor Thorpe & Andy Humber

Saturday 12th December

Shell Bay (SZ035862)

9.30am — meet in the car park on the Shell Bay side of the
ferry Leader Trevor Thorpe

Saturday 9th January

Normandy Marsh (SZ330954)

9.00am — meet in the large car park at the end of Bath Road
Follow on meeting at Blackwater Arboretum (SU268048)
Commences Approx. 2pm — meet in the car park at
Rhinefield Ornamental Drive Leader Andy Humber

Saturday 13th February

Blashford Lakes (SU151082)

9.30am — Meet at the HWT car park off Ellingham Drove — 2
miles north of Ringwood Leader Trevor Thorpe

Saturday 27th March

Broomy Plane/Holly Hatch (SU199104)

9.30am — meet in the High Corner car park Leader John
Vickerm

Indoor Meetings - lan Lewis

Friday 15t January 2010

Hengistbury Head Centre.

Joint indoor meeting with C.H.O.G

Talk by Alan Hayden and lan Southworth on Ghana.



Saturday 27th March 2010

19:00hrs A.G.M. Wareham Methodist Church Hall

20:00hrs talk by Mike Bailey of Chew Valley Ringing Station
on behalf of the BTO on ‘A Hundred Years of Ringing' to
celebrate the BTO’s Centenary.

Indoor Secretary

lan Lewis - tel. 01202 623200 e-mail -
gryllo.poole@tinyworld.co.uk

20 Heights Road, Upton, Poole, Dorset BH16 5QL.

Remember you can keep abreast of what's happening with
meetings and important announcements by logging on to the Bird
Clubs Website. At http://www.dorsetbirdclub.org.uk

Dorset Bird Club Members are invited to
Bournemouth Natural Science Society

39 Christchurch Road,
Bournemouth,

Dorset, BH1 3NS.

Tel: 01202 553525
Charity no: 219585
www.bnss.org.uk

Welcomes all to lectures, donations
in lieu of admission charge.

Of special interest to DBC members
Tuesday 12th January 2010
Speaker: Simon Woolley 'Around the World in 1000 birds 2009

version'.

We have a wide programme of lectures/field trips please see
website for full details. http://www.bnss.org.uk
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We offer ange of birdwatching experiences with small
friendly ,groups and expert local guides. C(?er g
Dors et?;NeW ‘orest and the Hampshire Coast an

breaks at blrtﬁng hot spots in Britain and further

&}; Visit our website at www.twoowlsbirding.co.uk
o or contact Jackie Tel: 01425 656841

) ..
1 Email: twoowls.birding @btinternet.com
4
Would you like to advertise your \
business here or on our website. f{@
Or do you know someone that
would like too.
Do you have Bonoculars or a Calluna Books
i i Moor Edge, 2 Bere Road
1'\'/Ie|eSC(?r[]De, B;rd Books, Birds Wareham. Dorset. BH20 4DD
agazines etc. 01929 552560
www.callunabooks.co.uk
Why not advertise with us. enquires@callunabooks.co.uk

Specialists in out-of-print

For more information contact the NATURAL HISTORY BOOKS
editor on 01425 656841 or via e- Books bought and sold

mail Nick Hull at .
) . Catalogues issued
sapeur.pompier@btinternet.com

Viewing by appointment




measures reguired to do this can work alongside existing farming
practices, and can be put in place either voluntarily or using funding
under Environmental Stewardship.

How the Dorset Arable Project is helping

Within the target area the project offers free one-to-one advice to
farmers to enable them to provide the best habitat for farmland birds and
other rare species on their land. This can be implemented through new
agri-environment schemes, or better management of existing schemes
as well as adapting farming methods and incorporating new features to
improve the habitat for birds and other species without compromising
the profitability of the farm. Provision of habitat can include fallow plots
for ground nesting birds such as lapwing, supplying food and cover by
leaving areas of crops un-harvested and planting specific wild bird seed
mixes and providing bird boxes for species such as tree sparrows and
barn owl.

The project also provides training days for farmers, volunteer bird
and plant surve?/\ors, agronomists, advisers and agents on survey
techniques and the best methods of farming alongside farmland birds
and rare arable plants.

How can the Dorset Bird Club help?

Bird records are vital for the Dorset Arable Project to enable farmers
to deliver species specific habitat creation for birds. For example
where lapwings are present it is important to provide fallow plots for
nesting, whereas corn buntings require areas of un-harvested cover
crops. Providing us with your records of farmland bird sightings is
essential to achieve targeted advice to farmers, and to make sure
that the correct habitat is put in place. In particular any sightings of
the ‘arable six’ (grey partridge, lapwing, turtle dove, yellow wagtail,
tree sparrow and corn bunting) would be very welcome.

The Project Partners

The Dorset Arable Project is being delivered by The Farming and
Wildlife Advisory Group, a registered charity which is the UK’s leading
independent and dedicated provider of environmental and
conservation advice to farmers. Other partners involved in the South
West Farmland Bird Initiative are Natural England, DEFRA, RSPB,
British Trust for Ornithology, Dorset Flora Group, Dorset
Environmental Records Centre, Dorset AONB, Cranborne Chase and
West Wiltshire Downs AONB, Dorset Biodiversity Partnership,
Cotswold Conservation Board, North Wessex Downs AONB, Game
and Wildlife Conservation Trust, National Farmers Union, Country
Landowners and Business Association, Plantlife International, The
Wildlife Trusts, National Trust and Defence Estates.



Events

We would like to invite you to two events in January and Februar
2 An indoor evening meeting will be held on Wednesday 27
January 2010 with a buffet supper to present to you in more detail how
farmers are providing the habitat that farmland_birds need. The second
event will be a follow up farm walk on a local Dorset farm on Saturday
6t February 2010 to demonstrate how farmers are mana_ﬂi1n9 their land
to deliver benefits to farmland birds and other species. There will also
be a training day in December for anyone interested in becoming a
volunteer surveyor for the project.

Contact Details

If you would like more information about coming to the above events,
are interested in volunteering as a farmland bird surveyor, or would like
to report any sightings of one of the ‘arable six’ then please contact:

Ruth Wilkins, Dorset Arable Project Adviser,

FWAG, Government Buildings, Prince of Wales Road, Dorchester,
Dorset, DT1 1PY.

Tel: 01305 251742. Emaiil: ruth.wilkins@fwag.org.uk

I have taken part in many farm surveys over recent years along the
Dorset Hampshire border and | have had good rewards for my efforts.
Stone Curlew, Nightingale, Grey Partridge and Corn Buntings are just a
few of the species I've been lucky enough to come across. So | can't
recommend this type of survey work enough, it’s great fun and takes you
on land that often you would not be able to walk on; you never know
what’s in the next hedgerow. Eds

County Recorders Report - Kevin Lane

Accepted Records

The following are an extract from the records that have been assessed
and accepted by either BBRC or the Dorset Records Panel since the last
update in the Newsletter. 2008 was exceptional for scarce and rare birds
in Dorset, and this is reflected in the number of submissions that DRP
has received for that year — currently around 150 records. There is too
many to reproduce the whole list here. The full list as usual, will be
published on the “Dorset Decisions” page of the DBC website.
http://www.dorsetbirdclub.org.uk/BBRC.htm.

The records published here are those that have been awaited decisions
prior to 2008 and pending and requested records in 2008.



2007
Cattle Egret, Hengistbury Head, 7" Nov 2007, DN Smith
Great White Egret, Hengistbury Head & Avon
Valley, 26" May 2007, DN Smith, DH Taylor et al
Ring-billed Gull, Lodmoor, 10" Dec 2007, D
Croxson et al

2005
Siberian Chiffchaff, Radipole Lake, 18" Nov
2005, IM Stanley

2001
Caspian Gull, Radipole Lake, 30" Sep 2001, B
Spencer

Pending and Requested Records in 2008

The following list consists of reports gleaned from
the birding information services and other
sources, and which have yet to be submitted to the Dorset Records Panel.
This list only consists of those records for which we are not aware of the
observer(s). If you were the finder or an observer of any of these records,
please could you forward some ID notes to the County Recorder as soon as
possible.

Whooper Swan (3), East Holme/East Stoke, 28" Dec 2008
Honey Buzzard, Burton Bradstock, 19" Sep 2008

Honey Buzzard, Broadwey, 20" Sep 2008

Honey Buzzard, Charmouth, 22" Sep 2008

Honey Buzzard, Black Down, 22" Sep 2008

Black Kite, Came Down, 18" May 2008

Montagu’s Harrier, Lulworth Cove/Durdle Door, 15t Jun 2008
Pectoral Sandpiper, Lodmoor, 3 Feb 2008

Golden Oriole, Abbotsbury, 13t Jun 2008

2009 Records

As the end of the year approaches, can we ask that all bird records for 2009
are sent to the County Recorder as soon as possible after the New Year. As
usual, records can be submitted by e-mail to dorsetbirdclub@hotmail.com or
by post to: Kevin Lane, 42 Twin Oaks Close, Broadstone, Dorset BH18 8JF.




Local Patch Bird Race - Steve W Smith.

With another Autumn Bird Race around the Poole Harbour area
being organised for Sunday 30" August, | decided that this year |
would restrict myself to my Studland/Ballard local patch. | felt
hopeful that with a good selection of migrants, | might be able to
reach the 100 mark. What | might miss out by travelling further
around the harbour, | hoped to make up with more time in an area |
knew well and with no site more than 5 minutes away by car. Unlike
the January Bird Race, we are allowed to use pagers, mobiles,
swap information and no suppression is allowed.

I reluctantly pulled myself out of bed after 4 hours sleep and at
04:30 was listening for Tawny Owl around Studland village. There
were no responses to my Tawny impressions around the village, but
| did get a response close to the old toll booths. After a few more
hoots, the bird moved into trees by the road. After failing to find it
with a torch, | reverted to looking for it without lights again, as it
was a clear night. After a few minutes | saw it fly within the tree.
Knowing where to look now, | put the torch back on and had good
views: an excellent start to the list. The next stop was the Brands
Bay area for Nightjar. | heard a good selection of typical Brands
Bay species, before the Nightjar indulged me with some pre-dawn
calling. By first light | was already on 17 species, including
Whimbrel. Frustratingly, | thought | heard a Common Sandpiper call
once, but it didn't call again. In the end this species eluded me for
the rest of the day (and | couldn't count it), but Jackie and Liz saw it
(along with a much rarer Green Sandpiper which is still a Patch tick
for me) soon after dawn.

South Haven was the next stop as | figured that if | left it to after
Ballard, there would be no close parking and too much disturbance
from grockles. This proved worthwhile as there were 3 Reed
Warblers in the reed bed and 11 Canada Geese flying in to the
harbour from Brownsea. A selection of commoner species boosted
the numbers, all of which | was to see later in the day. | was
starting to feel hopeful with 38 species by 07:00.

A quick roadside scan over Greenlands Farm and fields by the
Knoll Hotel from road produced a few extra species and the Middle
Beach stakeout produced my only Grey Wagtail of the day. Onto the
churchyard, where the targets of Green Squawker (Ring-necked
Parakeet for the purists!), both thrushes and Nuthatch were quickly



notched up, along with bonus of a Garden Warbler and the first
Blackcaps. Over half way to my target with 58 by 07:30.

On the main track onto Ballard, | ran into Nick Urch and Aidan to
hear the bad news that there were few migrants around. The tit
flock was in the South Beach/Ballard track corner, but where were
the Goldcrests and Marsh Tits that were there the previous week?
But | was encouraged by a Sparrowhawk flying over the adjacent
field: always a tricky Bird Race species.

Carrying on to Old Harry | managed to see the first of the 2
Wheatears for the day, a flyover Yellow Wagtail and the only
Whitethroat (which proved how difficult migrants were going to be).
The Common Sandpipers had decided not to sit on their usual
ledge (first time since their arrival this autumn they weren't there)
and the local Rock Pipits weren't much of a consolation. | spent a
while seawatching, but the sea was decidedly dull apart from a few
Gannets milling around and they had only taken 30 seconds to find.
The front wood brightened my spirits when a Gropper jumped out of
the long grass at the edge of the wood: there were migrants around
after all if | looked hard enough.

A longer seawatch added Fulmars
(along the cliff edge) and a noisy
young and hungry sounding
Peregrine. More bizarre was a
Grey Heron in off the sea and over
Durlston Castle, while | was
resorting to scoping down towards
Peveril Point in the hope of some
seabirds: perfectly legal as | was
still with the boundaries of my local
patch!!! decided it probably wasn't
worth a walk over the top as there
were more potential ticks by
returning back the same way. This
time 2 Marsh Tits responded to the pishing in the same tit flock, but
the Goldcrests were still not responding. Shaun and Terry had seen
a Spotted Flycatcher around the Church, but that had moved on as
well. | was on 75 species around 11:00 when | left Ballard. This was
worrying as on the dry run the week before | left Ballard on 70
species (before | had visited the Brands Bay/Little Sea species),
and | already heard or seen a number of Waders, Ducks and 2 night
birds.




A quick phone call from lan and Trevor saw me driving rapidly to the
high hide at Little Sea, after an Osprey and Swifts over the lake.
The Osprey had already cleared out, but 6 late Swifts were
excellent, as were my only 2 Tree Pipits of the day. It also gave me
chance to add some of the commoner water birds.

A longer coffee break in the Brands Bay hide followed, where a
more thorough scan in the light still failed to find the Common
Sandpiper, but added several of the species not heard at dawn such
as Ringed Plover, Blackwit, Greenshank, Turnstone and Yellow-
legged Gull. The best bird was a flock of 10 Knot which flew in and
landed. Not a species | was expecting and marred by Shaun's
abusive comments (as they had already seen it on Brownsea).
Surprisingly, his language improved when | showed them Turnstone
and Whimbrel!

Next thanks to a call from Shaun was a return visit to Little Sea as
the Osprey was back again and this time | was there in time to see
it flying off in the direction of Greenlands Farm. Despite being in the
Harbour area since the end of June, this was the first Osprey in the
Studland area for the Autumn and so was a welcome bonus. |
quickly fill some of the outstanding gaps on my list with Stonechat,
Dartford Warbler and Moorhen.

At this point | was feeling a bit more optimistic as | walked out to
Greenlands Farm: 7 species to see with quite a few possible
species left and nearly 5 hours. On the downside, the wind was
getting up and a steady lIrish drizzle had set in. But | really needed
migrants and I've never been that successful at finding migrants in
the afternoon here. Shaun and Terry has seen a White Wagtail in a
flock of Pieds on the fields in the morning, but being a migrant it
had moved on (while | wouldn't have been able to count it, it would
still have been nice to see).

Eventually, things started to pick up with 2 Spotted Flycatchers and
some Siskins on the edge of the Rempstone wood, the Linnet flock
on the far end of the fields as expected, along with another bonus: a
male Redstart at the edge of Godlingston Heath. | went back along
the Rempstone edge again as | still needed Stock Dove and Hobby,
but they were still eluding me. A tit flock on the woodland edge | had
seen earlier had now moved into an easier place to see and proved
to have many more birds than | had initially seen including a Pied
Flycatcher, Treecreeper and another Garden Warbler. A pair of
Bullfinches on the way back to the car notched up the 100.



| decided to try Brands Bay to replenish the coffee levels and get
out of the rain for a while: there were no new waders, but keeping a
close eye on the trees near Greenlands Farm finally produced a
flock of 5 Stock Doves. A Kingfisher from the Northern Triangular
hide was the last addition for the day. This was the first time | had
actually seen one at Little Sea, but it looks like 2 birds have taken

up residency for the winter here.

I had a last drive around the
Glebelands estate as | still hadn't
seen Starling. Not a common
species around this area outside of
the winter, when they roost at
South Haven. There had been
about 30 along the edge of Brands
Bay for the last couple of weeks,
but not today. | thought about a
final seawatch from Middle Beach,
but with no visibility beyond Old
Harry | wasn't going to see any
extra seabirds. | had 40 minutes
left to either try to find a Goldcrest
or one of the other species | missed in the rain or head home for a
cup of tea and a hot bath: the latter option was the clear winner and
| ended the day on 102 species at 18:20.

So what are the prospects for a reattempt next year? Quite good as
| missed a number of species that were seen on the day: Common
Scoter, Kestrel, Hobby, Grey Plover, Avocet, Common and Green
Sandpipers, Pom Skua and Arctic Tern. Also, somewhere there
were probably or had recently been: Lapwing, Sedge Warbler,
Goldcrest and Starling. Other possibilities could have included:
Wigeon, Tufted Duck, Golden Pheasant (scoping onto the Furzey
slipway from near to Brands Bay), Water Rail, Barwit, Spot Shank,
Kittiwake, Little Gull, Arctic Skua, Bonxie, Little or Black Terns,
Lesser Throat Redpoll and Crossbill or maybe a scarcer migrant. |
reached my target with the thought that next August, | might be
able to beat it if it's a good migrant day. But the next challenge is
going to be trying to reach the 100 mark on the January Bird Race:
much tougher with the shorter time: | only reached 94 last January.



From the Archives - Jackie Hull

Going back 30 years to 1979 we had
two firsts for Dorset a White-tailed
Plover at Abbotsbury on the 3rd July,
Interestingly this bird was identified from
a photograph when the record was
submitted at the end of the year. This
was also only the second record for
Britain. The second was a Blue-winged
Teal which was trapped at Abbotsbury
on 25t October 1979.

A Yellow-billed Cuckoo at Portland Bill
was a second for Dorset on 24th-28th
September but it was wounded,
probably fatally, by a Kestrel. A Short-
toed Treecreeper trapped at Portland
Bill on 7th May was also the second
record for Dorset. With two accepted
records for Red-throated Pipits this year, one at Herbury Gore on
9th September and one at Portland Bill on 13th October they
became the second and third records for Dorset.

Other interesting records during the year was of a White Stork at
Swanage on 4% May and near Dorchester on 4"-5" May and a
Spoonbill at Arne and Brownsea Island on 2nd-16th June and Arne
19th-31st July.

Few records are now received of White-fronted Goose in the
county. Back in 1979 there was a huge count of 1,217 near Sopley
on 10th February. There were records from all over the county
during January-February with peak counts of 350 at Christchurch
Harbour, 85 at Weymouth, 60 in the Hammoon-Marnhull area, 200
in Poole Harbour and smaller numbers elsewhere in the county.



Book Reviews - Alan Snook

The Golden Oriole by Paul Mason and Jake Allsop is
Published by T&AD Poyser @ £45.00 ISBN
978-0-7136-7683-9

; :
| make no apology for starting with a

book on my third favourite bird namely The Golden
the Golden Oriole, a stunner to look at Oriole

and a joy to hear in springtime. My first
beef however concerns the yellow

binding with lettering in gold, whose ’X‘L“
idea was that? It gets lost against the ‘ | 2]
background and would have looked so % f

much better in black. Secondly, why oh
why do we now have books that are
more like a thesis than an easy read, |
personally hanker for the tomes of
yester year, which had so much more
passion in the writing. Stepping down

from my soap-box, | did learn so much

about the birds from this book, despite having spent many
hours over the years, observing the species at Lakenheath,
before the RSPB got hold of it and to my mind, took away the
magic of the place. The work is mainly the result of years of
hard work by the Golden Oriole Group (GOG) who worked
closely with the RSPB, BTO and local landowners to protect
one of the truly enigmatic birds on the British list. It follows the
tried and trusted lines of the series as a whole, moving rapidly
from the bird in the genus Oriolus, through its history in
Lakenheath, its distribution and habitat, the effects of climate
and then through its normal life history to migration, wintering
birds and finally the bird in captivity, something | had given no
thought to at all. The book runs to 280 pages and is illustrated
with some excellent colour photographs and nice line drawings
by Alastair Burn.



The Reptiles and Amphibians of Dorset by David C. Wareham is
published by The British Herpetological Society @ £14.99 ISBN
978-0-9507371-6-4.

Finally a book by local author David
Wareham which, although not about THE REPTILES AND
birds does have tremendous local FESIIZETEIESSERGI N TE) o
appeal, dealing as it does with the
reptiles and amphibians of the County. |
do not pretend to know a lot about these
animals, but | do like to be made aware
of what | am looking at and this book
admirably fits the bill. It is illustrated
throughout, mainly with colour
photographs, all of a very high standard

and gives a wealth of written information T ek g
about each of the resident species, with @

Dorset probably the best blessed

County on this front in Britain.

Distribution maps appear throughout and give a good indication as
to where a particular species might be found. There is also a very
interesting chapter on escapes and introductions, which recalled to
my mind my first sighting of a Wall Lizard on the coast a few years
ago, so vibrant against the Portland stone it was sunning itself on.
The book is a slim volume running to 120 pages, but this does not
detract from the information contained within and imparted in such
an effortless style. If you live in Dorset, or just visit occasionally
why not buy a copy and keep it in your rucksack, you never know
what you might encounter!

David C. Wareham

August Shear Scillies Delight - Tony Conway

First some St. Mary’s changes, there is now a new cafe at the
Dairy on The Strand and the son of Steve Griffin, the butcher, has
opened a much needed break and cake section. On the same
island there is now conservation grazing with cattle near Peninnis
light and a new path has been made through the woods on the



western side of the cap site. On St. Agnes one of the Chapel fields
has become a tennis court.

A new venture by boat skipper, Joe Pender, in collaboration with
local birder Bob Flood, is Sapphire Pelagics which has been
operating with all day sea trips at weekends throughout July and
August. | was lucky enough to join them. On the Saturday we went
to the Seven Stones area and were rewarded with about 20 Storm
Petrel, 5 Great Skua, 3 Sooty and a magnificent Great Shearwater;
then right over the boat came a second summer Pomarine Skua. It
was so close you could see the barring under the wings and the
spoons. | thought we’ll never better this - | was wrong. ‘Stormies’
appeared almost immediately in the chum slick and then the
Wilson’s Petrels started arriving and there were at least 5. We also
had Manx Shearwater and a ‘Bonxie’ but the icing on the cake was
an adult Sabine’s Gull which stayed around us for some time. On
the boat they were catching and tagging Blue Sharks and there
have been recoveries off the Azores.

Generally speaking the strong westerly winds kept the land species
lower than in some previous years even the expected fall out from
the American hurricanes was a non-event. Common Terns fared
better this year with 95 pairs and Peregrine was again successfully
bred, but the Kittiwake attempts to breed were disastrous with only
one pair raising young.

Throughout my first week the elegant Lesser Yellowlegs graced
Porth Hellick pool together with Ruff, Common and Green
Sandpiper. A couple of surprises halfway through the holiday, one
with the discovery of a Nightingale near St. Mary’s campsite where
it stayed for a week. If you were patient it gave stunning views.
Another was the number of House Sparrow on the islands with one
flock estimated at 300-400 strong.

With Will Wagstaff on his seabird special we picked up a single
Brent Goose, the first for the year off Tresco, 2 stunning sun fish
very close boat and a number of Whimbrel of which | rather like the



country name of ‘Seven Whistler’. On a later trip with Will to St
Martins he showed us Long-winged Coneheads of the cricket
family which with a bat detector sounded just like a distant diesel
tractor. Another day we had Short-winged species on St. Agnes.

Birding Highlights - Phyl England

July

In a very quiet month, European Bee-eaters were seen on 23
with one passing through Durlston CP and another over Easton,
Portland. A Marsh Warbler spent a brief half-hour at Portland
(24t). A Serin was regular at Portland with others at Hamworthy
(7t) and West Bexington (7t). A Great White Egret was at
Christchurch (1t) and Middlebere (3¥). Two possible sightings of
Great White Egrets were over Christchurch (30t) with a single bird
found near West Moors.. At sea a Pomarine Skua passed
Hengistbury (6t").

August

In an even quieter month, a Black Kite was over Stoborough (8t"),
a Serin passed through Durlston(10t) and a summer plumaged
Cattle Egret spent a short time at Lodmoor (21s!). One of the
released Great Bustards has been seen at Chard Junction (26t —
30t). Significant breeding records have been the first successful
rearing of three young by Marsh Harriers at Radipole and the
discovery of a pair of Roseate Terns with one chick among the
breeding Common Terns on Brownsea Island.

September

Melodious Warblers were at Portland (2" & 3, 61" & 7t and 31st)
with a further bird at Wick, Christchurch (18™). At Portland a Cattle
Egret was seen (7!). The female Serin at West Bexington was
present again (81") and a Bluethroat was trapped and ringed there
(151). Black Terns were briefly sighted at Lodmoor and Radipole
(9t & 121). A juvenile Grey Phalarope turned up at Bere Regis
Cress beds (27t & 29%). A Great White Egret was briefly at



Sturminster Marshall gravel pits
(8") On a pelagic trip out of Lyme
Bay a Fea’s Petrel was recorded.

September was also the month
when a Northern Bottlenosed
Whale turned up in Poole Bay on
12th- Although it appeared
reasonably healthy when first found
it was found dead close inshore at
Alum Chine on 22,

October

There were almost daily reports of Yellow-browed Warblers at
various locations on Portland with a long-staying bird at Avalanche
Road. Others were recorded at Christchurch (10t & 27th), Wyke
Regis (14%) and Abbotsbury (15"). There were brief sightings of
Lapland Buntings over Christchurch (5%, 17t 19th & 30t),
Portland (15" &16t") and Durlston (7th). A Red-throated Pipit was
heard over Portland (27"). A Red-backed Shrike was between
Corfe Castle and Swanage (8"). Beween Arne and Swineham a
Common Crane was seen. Three Glossy Ibis passed over
Hengistbury (13"). A Grey Phalarope was off the Bill (23). At
Durlston a Red-rumped Swallow passed through (29t). A Radde’s
Warbler was trapped and ringed at Abbotsbury (31st). A Serin was
at Hengistbury.

Stop Press -Eds

Two pair of Icterine Warblers were found breeding in the in the
north of Scotland making it the fourth and fifth breeding records for
Scotland and for Britain. The first birds were found by BTO atlas
worker Bob Swan whilst out doing a timed tetrad visit for the BTO’s
2007 - 2011 Atlas project in Sutherland and the second was found
in Strathspey. It also has been reported that several others were
holding territory.
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