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Editorʼs Chat - Nick Hull

I would just like to thank those of  you who commented how  you 
enjoyed reading the last newsletter.  But really I only put it together; 
it’s all down to the members who wrote articles that make a good 
newsletter. So thank you to all of you that contributed articles and 
photograph, it really makes my job much easier. You do not need to 
be an expert journalist to contribute, I’m sure there is a birding 
experience that stands out in your memory why not share it with us.  

A good example is Antony and Helga Sitjar’s experience in Panama of 
seeing one of  the worlds rarest raptors the Harpy Eagle and Trevor 
Warricks account of  his trip to the Comargue, where he saw 
Wallcreeper, you can read more of their visits later in these pages.  

It doesn’t have to be foreign holidays; Charles Richards regularly 
contributes on his experiences and observations he has had of birding 
his local patch of  Portland. Indeed later in this newsletter he tells how 
he learnt the identification feature to tell Curlew  Sandpiper from 
Dunlin in winter plumage, a species which many of us do not see 
often in winter. So I’m always happy to receive short articles on any 
birding subject the next newsletter will be due out in November so you 
have plenty of  time to put pen to paper. You’ll need to know  where to 
send them you can use the traditional method of post to 11, Pealsham 
Gardens, Fordingbridge, Hampshire, SP6 1RD.  Or by e-mail to  
sapeur.pompier@btinternet.com. 

On the next few  pages the new  Chairman of the club introduces 
himself.  

Due to illness, holiday etc. it wasn’t possible at the club’s AGM to give 
the clubs finances, so I’ve included the Club’s annual accounts on 
page 5.  

If any member has any question on the club’s finances you can 
contact the club by writing to me and I’ll forward your questions to the 
club’s Treasurer.    
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Chairmanʼs Chat 
From the New DBC Chairman - Neil Gartshore

When asked last year if  I would consider taking over as the Chairman of 
the Dorset Bird Club, my initial response was ‘I’ll think about it’. Not a 
yes, but I didn’t rule out the possibility.

Having been a member of  my ‘local’ club ever since my interest in natural 
history, and birds in particular, was sparked off as a 10-year old growing 
up in Leicestershire, I have always valued the role that clubs like the 
DBC play. 

My first membership was as a junior of the Loughborough Naturalist’s 
Club and I remember these days fondly as I ventured out into my new 
hobby, soon visiting such exciting birding spots as the north Norfolk 
coast, the Ouse Washes and Gibraltar Point as well as sites around my 
home county, in particular my local patch at Swithland Reservoir. 

Early encouragement from Club members at this time nurtured my 
interest in natural history and conservation that eventually led to a career 
in this field, which has now lasted for nearly 30 years. 

Once I left home I joined the local bird clubs wherever I was working for 
any length of time. These have included the Shetland Bird Club, the 
Welsh Bird Club and the South African Ornithological Society and, 
eventually, I joined the Dorset Bird Club when I arrived in the county in 
1991 to take up the post of assistant warden at the RSPB’s Arne reserve. 

My early contribution to the DBC consisted of sending in records and 
writing newsletter summaries for Arne but in 2000 I took on the role of 
County Bird Recorder. This was a role I enjoyed for three years but 
eventually had to give up due to other commitments at this time. 
Probably my biggest achievements in this role were to set up the DBC 
computer database and the Conservation Fund (raising additional funds 
through sponsorship of species in ‘The Birds of Dorset’). 
Since then I have been sorting out the historical records – about 15 
archive boxes full of paper records dating from 1957 to 1999. With the 
help of volunteers we are gradually logging these records on to the 
database, species by species. 

The roles of bird clubs have undergone many changes over the years. 
On the bird watching side, coach trips were regular in my early days – 
taking out 40 or 50 people at a time. When I started at Arne, we still 
regularly had coach parties visiting the reserve. Now  these rarely 
happen. In the 1970’s bird watching holidays were in their infancy - now 
we can go to the four corners of the earth with any number of companies 
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giving us all more options of how, when and where we go bird watching. 

Getting people to help run clubs is a constant problem. Often it is the 
same individuals helping over long periods of time. Encouraging people 
to participate in club activities can also be problematic. In the DBC, some 
activities, such as indoor meetings, have all but stopped through lack of 
support whilst others, such as outdoor meetings, are still popular. 

Dorset is also blessed with a strong conservation presence and there are 
many groups active in the area - RSPB, National Trust and DWT 
members’ groups, CHOG, PBO and the Friends of  Durlston amongst 
others - all vying for the conservation ‘pound’ and active supporters. 
Obviously many people support more than one club, group or 
organisation but the DBC is one group amongst many. 

So with past changes and the current state of play, is there still a role for 
a Club like the DBC? I certainly think there is or I wouldn’t have taken on 
this role! 

The first task that I am undertaking is to carry out a review  of  how  the 
Club is run and to look at the activities we undertake. Inevitably there are 
things that we do well, things that we don’t do well, things that we should 
be doing and things that, maybe, we shouldn’t be doing. 

I have a lot of questions in my mind, some observations to make and, 
hopefully, a few  new  ideas. I have started the process of talking to the 
Committee Members as well as to Club Members and people who are 
active birders in Dorset but not Members. Over the next few  months the 
Committee will be looking at the different aspects of the Club so that we 
can, where necessary, make some positive changes. 

I am always interested in hearing opinions of the DBC. Positive criticism 
is welcomed, preferably with suggestions of how  to make improvements. 
Do you have any suggestions of any activities that the Club should be 
involved with which we are not at present? Is there anything the Club 
does now that you feel we shouldn’t do? 

Any opinions received will be fed into the review  process (no names will 
be mentioned!) so please feel free to email or call me if you would like to 
have a chat. I would also be happy to meet up for a cup of tea (or 
something stronger!) and a chat if you prefer. 

Please remember that although the Dorset Bird Club is run by an elected 
Committee who need to make the decisions about what the Club does 
and how  it is run, as a Member it is your Club and we work on your 
behalf to provide the range of activities that the Club offers. 
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I think that now, with a new  Chairman in place, it is a good time for the 
Club to look at our activities again. More importantly, we need to keep 
2012 in mind.  No, not the Olympics, but a milestone for the ‘New’ Dorset 
Bird Club - our 25th anniversary! Over the next year we have a great 
opportunity to raise the profile of  the Club leading up to an event/events 
to celebrate this milestone. 

Finally I would like to thank Jackie Hull (the outgoing Chairman) and the 
Committee for all their hard work over the past four years and I look 
forward to the challenge of  my role over the next few  years. Hopefully I 
will get to meet many of you in due course. 

Neil Gartshore, Chairman 01929 552560   
neil@onaga54.freeserve.co.uk  

This Year’s Annual General Meeting - Phyl England

This was held on 27th March at Wareham. Unfortunately the 
attendance was very disappointing with only the Chairman and 20 
members in attendance. Jackie Hull, Chairman for the past 4 years, 
who was stepping down, said that she thought it was an exciting time 
for the Club as it was getting more involved with the conservation of 
Dorset’s birds. The Chairman said that the newer style newsletter was 
well received, the Club’s finances healthy and the recording of the 
county’s birds up to date. The website which is updated daily was 
thriving thanks to the hard work of  Jol Mitchell, Kevin Lane and Nick 
Hull. She thanked the previous Club Editor, Mark Andrews who has 
retired, for his work editing the Reports 2005 -2007 and the rest of  the 
committee for their hard work for the Club. 

The proposed new  committee was then elected with Neil Gartshore 
being welcomed as the new  Chairman. The committee are as follows; 
Secretary- Phyl England, Membership Secretary – Diana Dyer, 
Treasurer – Paul Levey, Recorder and Bird Report Editor- Kevin Lane, 
Conservation – Jol Mitchell, Newsletter – Nick Hull, Indoor Meetings – 
Ian Lewis, Outdoor meetings – Andy Humber and Trevor Thorpe, 
Publicity – Chris Chapleo.

John Lockwood has agreed to act as auditor 

After refreshments, Mike Bailey of Chew  Valley Ringing Group gave 
an interesting talk on ‘A Hundred Years of Ringing’ to celebrate the 
BTO’s centenary.
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2009 2008

£ £

INCOME RECEIPTS

Subscriptions 4232.00 4568.00

Donations 53.00 53.00

Postage 6.00 10.00

Bird Report Sales 84.09 899.50

Advertising in Newsletter and Bird Report 0.00 155.00

Indoor Meetings 42.00 90.00

Outdoor Meetings 212.00 304.00

Bank Interest 3.48 125.82

Royalties 'Birds of Dorset' Book 49.80 57.08

TOTAL RECEIPTS 4682.37 6262.40

EXPENDITURE PAYMENTS

Postage 667.02 859.02

Sundry Printing 302.12 240.05

Newsletter 1154.00 1106.00

Bird Report 1728.00 1515.00

Sundry Expenses 69.60 97.11

Insurance 110.00 220.00

Stationary 49.08 83.28

Indoor Meetings 23.75 150.00

Outdoor Meetings 212.00 246.00

Subscriptions Refunded 16.00 0.00

Data Input of Bird Records 1000.00 1000.00

Conservation Grants 0.00 90.00

Competition Winner 12.00 0.00

TOTAL PAYMENTS 5343.57 5606.46

NET SURPLUS/DEFECIT FOR THE YEAR -661.20 655.94

Balance of Accounts as at Year End

Lloyds TSB Bank - Treasurers Account 3522.09 1678.26

Lloyds TSB Bank - Premier Interest Account 6436.75 6433.27

Cash in Hand 19.00 0.00

TOTAL 9977.84 8111.53

Uncleared Cheques 2646.36 118.85

PAUL LEVEY (Treasurer)

JOHN LOCKWOOD (Auditor)

DORSET BIRD CLUB

INCOME AND EXPENDITURE ACCOUNT FOR

THE YEAR ENDING 31 DECEMBER 2009
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From The County Recorder - Kevin Lane

Dorset Bird Reports
The 2008 annual report is  now nearing publication and will, barring any 
unforeseen problems, be printed within the next couple of weeks. Hopefully, 
we're now getting on top of the publication delays and we aim to produce 
future annual reports by the winter of the following year. 

Collation of material for inclusion in 
the 2009 annual report is  also 
almost complete and writing should 
commence in the next few weeks. 
Therefore, if any members have 
any further records for inclusion, it's 
not yet too late to send them in via 
e-mail or post. Equally, if anyone 
has any photographs (full-sized 
originals, if possible) or articles  for 
inclusion in the report, I'd be very 
pleased to receive these. 

Latest Accepted Records
The following records have been recently accepted by the Dorset Records 
Panel:

Whooper Swan, Lodmoor, 2nd Apr 2010, J Down et al.
Cattle Egret, Wareham, 7th Mar to 9th May 2009, J Mitchell et al.
Cattle Egret, Lodmoor, 21st Jul 2009, D Croxson & R Morris.
Montagu's Harrier, Hengistbury Head, 3rd May 2009, Multi-observed.
Red-rumped Swallow, Lodmoor, 5th May 2009, D Croxson et al.
Richard's Pipit, Wick, 19th Sep 2009, MS Andrews et al.

As ever, full details of all accepted national and county rarities over the last 
f e w y e a r s , c a n b e f o u n d o n t h e D B C w e b s i t e a t 
www.dorsetbirdclub.org.uk/BBRC.htm
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Conservation - Eds
There are very few conservation issues outstanding at present to report 
on, if you have any that you would like the Bird Club’s Conservation 
Officer to look into or make comment on then please contact us.

The Dorset breeding Swift project that the club has reported on over 
several newsletters has gone national and the RSPB and Wildlife Trusts 
are helping to collate breeding sites over Britain.  Dorset Wildlife Trust 
has  set up a Swift Conservation Website so you can report where Swift 
are nesting you can report online at www.dorsetwildlifetrust.org.uk/
swifts.html
You can also get information on the site about the sighting of Swift 
Boxes and how to attract Swifts to nest in your box

Dorset lagges behind 
It’s official Dorset is the worst county in the country for coverage, with 
just one year to go on the National Atlas Dorset has still much to do to 
complete the number of tetrads required.  We have too few surveyors  to 
cover the number of tetrads required.

All that’s required is  two visits to record the species you see, and if you 
suspect or can prove them breeding, it couldn’t be simpler.  We have a 
relatively small county compared to some and it’s your chance to put 
something back into your hobby, which has a positive conservation 
value, whilst you are doing what you enjoy. 

To help please contact the BTO at The Nunnery, Dawn Balmer or 
Simon Gillings will be pleased to help and to answer any queries you 
may have; alternatively, e-mail the BTO at birdatlas@bto.org.

If you would like to register for the BTO’s Birdtrack scheme, go to http://
www.bto.org/birdtrack/index.htm and sign up - it’s easy.
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Vulture Crisis - Eds
Further afield it has been widely reported in the birding press that 
Asia’s Vultures could be globally extinct within 10 years: that has 
been the worst prediction for three species of vulture which have 
disappeared from huge swathes of southern Asia. But the latest 
exciting news from a conservation partnership in India reveals 
that all three species  have now successfully reared young in a 
captive breeding centre, providing some long-term hope for these 
three Critically Endangered species, especially as the ultimate 
aspiration will be to return birds to the wild.

Reportedly, before their population crash, Asia's  vulture 
population extended to tens of millions of birds, but now the 
combined population of all three species numbers is believed to 
be well below 60,000 individuals. And with the population of at 
least one species almost halving each year, the success of 
captive breeding may give some hope that these magnificent 
birds will be prevented from reaching oblivion. Read more on the 
Birdlife website http://www.birdlife.org/index.html 

Panama and the Realm of the Harpy Eagle - 
Antony and Helga Sitjar

From January's freezing temperatures, snow  and Fieldfares, to 
drawing back the curtains of our hotel room to cloudless skies, 30 
degrees and a Yellow-crowned Amazon perched on a palm in front of 
us. A good start followed by flocks of  Orange-Chinned Parakeets, a 
Red -Crowned woodpecker and Black and Turkey Vultures filling the 
skies. Taking a short walk along the waterfront produced Willet, 
Whimbrel, laughing Gull, Great and Snowy Egrets, Yellow- Headed 
Caracara and Ospreys, with the usual Brown Pelicans and 
Magnificent Frigatebirds that you see throughout Central America. 
Our first serious trip was to the Metropolitan Park, a short taxi ride, 
which revealed some good birds so close to town in semi-deciduous 
forest. We saw  Squirrel Cuckoo, Lineated and Crimson-Crested 
Woodpeckers. A Double-Toothed Kite following a troupe of 
Geoffroy's Tamarins, its typical behaviour. A strange sound caught 
our attention amongst the trees, which turned out to be a Yellow-
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R u m p e d C a c i q u e , t h e 
h igh l igh t be ing a S lo th 
asleep above us in the 
branches.

The next morning, leaving 
Panama City, we took a ferry 
to Isla Taboga, some 20 km 
offshore, in the Pacific. Here 
the main attractions were 
the huge flocks of Neotropic 
Co rmoran t s and B rown 
Pe l i cans . We a lso saw 
Spotted Sandpiper, Northern 
Oriole, Yellow  Warbler and 
Garden Emerald, a new  humming bird to add to our list. From here it 
was back to the city to catch a flight to the small airstrip at Playon 
Chico on the Comarca de Kuna Yala, Carribean coast. As we flew  in 
it was reassuring to see vast areas of pristine forest still intact. Once 
there we stayed on a small island with stilt huts where Royal and 
Sandwich Terns greeted us for breakfast in paradise, along with 
Ringed Kingfishers. A trip to a waterfall on the mainland presented 
us with White Hawks, Common Black Hawks, Red- Throated 
Caracara and the huge, beautiful Owl Butterflies. 
Returning back to the capital again, an early start was called for, for 
a visit to the world famous Pipeline Road. As dawn broke Howler 
monkey's haunting calls rang throughout the forest. Keel-Billed and 
Chestnut-Mandibilled toucans posed for us. Also seen were the 
Primitive Great Tinamou, White- Tailed Trogon, Buff-Throated 
Woodcreepers and Cinnamon Woodpeckers, Slaty Antshrikes and 
Dotwinged Antwrens, but the real highlights were the mammals. Best 
of all a Central American Anteater, also a Nine -Banded Armadillo, 
Coatis, sloth and White faced Capuchins.
After relaxing and some sightseeing in the city for a few  days it was 
time for the “jewel in the crown” of  the trip for me. The Darien! A vast 
area of forest near the Columbian border. We arrived at La Palma by 
plane; a short boat ride to the Punta Patino Lodge produced a huge 
pod of Bottle nosed dolphins. On arrival we walked from the beach to 
the lodge, coming across a pair of Pearl Kites nest building. Wattled 
Jacanas, Black-Chested Jays, Roadside Hawks and Chestnut 
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Headed Oropendolas were 
added to our list. The next 
m o r n i n g s e a r l y s t a r t 
p r o d u c e d B l a c k - Ta i l e d 
T r o g o n , B r o a d - W i n g e d 
H a w k , L a n c e - T a i l e d 
Manakins, White Ibis and 
Collared Aracari.
After lunch it was a boat trip 
up the Mogue River to the 
v i l l a g e o f  t h e E m b e r a 
people, where we stayed the 
night in preparation for our 
trek to the nest site of  the 
Harpy Eagle. After an early 
breakfast it was a 3-hour 
hike through the forest with our guide, en route we saw  Violaceous 
Trogon, Masked Tityra, more Toucans, a two-toed sloth and 
spectacular Blue Morpho Butterflies. When we arrived all that could 
be seen was a chick but seconds later the adult flew  in carrying a 
Silky Anteater. The most powerful bird of prey in the world, right in 
front of us, what a privilege!  As I took photos, it was obvious to me 
that it was looking down at us not in the least afraid. We stayed for 
half  an hour, watching as it fed its young. A lifetime ambition 
achieved, it was back to the village in the stifling heat and humidity.  
We added Blue Dacnis, Cinnamon Becard, Golden-Headed 
Manakins, Red-Capped Manakins and a Bat Falcon back at the 
lodge to name a few, and on the trip back to La Palma by Dugout we 
stopped at a small outcrop where Blue-Footed Boobies and Bare-
Throated Tiger Heron were seen before returning to Panama City.
With over 120 bird species and numerous mammals and reptiles, 
Panama still has large areas of unspoilt forest and coastline, which 
surprised us. We have visited Belize and Costa Rica in the past few 
years, but this was the icing on the cake. Of course you can’t visit 
Panama without going to the canal, as it is such an important 
feature. A wonder of engineering, flanked by jungle and Panama 
City, arguably the most cosmopolitan capital in Central America. The 
Pipeline Road and Realm of the Harpy Eagle trips were arranged 
through Ancon Expeditions of  Panama with English speaking guides 
with vast local knowledge.  We thoroughly recommend it.
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**** ANNOUNCEMENT ****

BTO / Dorset Bird Club Conference

Saturday 30th October 2010
Arrangements are being made to hold a joint conference with the BTO 
this autumn.

Planning is currently in the very early stages so there are no further 
details of  the theme/speakers for the conference. The venue is likely 
to be Bournemouth University.

The conference will be open to anyone but places will be limited on a 
first come, first served basis. There will be a cost (of  around £15.00 
per person) which will include tea/coffee and lunch.  

We are hoping to finalise details and to put out publicity by early 
September. The conference will be advertised on the BTO and DBC 
websites, local press releases and the BTO will be mailing their 
members in the county. The DBC will use a combination of emails and 
mailing to advise our own members but in the meantime if  you would 
like to register an interest in coming along to the conference please 
contact Neil by email, phone or letter.  

Any offers of help in the planning/or on the day would be gratefully 
received!!

Neil Gartshore (DBC Chairman)
Moor Edge, 2 Bere Road, Wareham, Dorset, BH20 4DD
01929 552560   neil@onaga54.freeserve.co.uk
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Advise to Contributors
Next Newsletter Deadline is 15th October 2010
Sending Articles

By e-mail to the Editor - sapeur.pompier@btinternet.com

Microsoft Word PC or Mac Format.

Text Arial 12

Digital photographs should be a minimum of 300dpi/ppi if possible with 
a width of 500 pixels, but if you cannot do this I can size to suit.

All photographs will be produced in black and white except for those on 
the cover and in the electronic version which will be all colour.

Sending Handwritten Articles

Please write clearly, if you wish to send a copy of a photograph or an 
illustration to accompany your article please do, as I can scan these for 
printing.

Advertising
All adverts will be in black and white

If you wish to advertise your business we charge £20 for a page and £10 
half page and £5 quarter page.

For personal adverts, we charge £2 for a twenty word advert.

Send to Nick Hull via e-mail to
sapeur.pompier@btinternet.com
or by post to 
11, Pealsham Gardens, Fordingbridge, Hampshire. SP6 1RD.
Telephone enquiries on 01425 656841
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‘Oak Fair’ Event
The Dorset Bird Club will be taking a stand at this year’s ‘Oak 
Fair’ on Saturday 28th August on the Stock Gaylard Estate at 
King Stag (three miles west of Sturminster Newton).

The fair is a celebration of the mighty oak: a special event for 
those interested in timber, woodcraft, the countryside and 
conservation. It is a great local event and worth a visit. 

Entrance fees apply.  
For further details visit www.stockgaylard.com or contact the 
estate office on 01963 23511 for a leaflet.

Specialists in out-of-print

NATURAL HISTORY BOOKS
Books bought & sold

Log on to our website for a full 
stock list or contact us for a copy 

of our latest catalogue

www.callunabooks.co.uk
enquiries@callunabooks.co.uk

We offer

Tailor-made birding & wildlife tours

Themed birding and wildlife walks

Local guides for groups

Illustrated wildlife talks

UK & overseas wildlife tours and guides

Check out our website or contact us 
for further details

www.dorsetbirdingandwildlife.co.uk
enquiries@dorsetbirdingandwildlife.co.uk

Neil Gartshore, Moor Edge, 2 Bere Road, Wareham, Dorset, BH20 4DD
01929 552560

Neil Gartshore, Moor Edge, 2 Bere Road, Wareham, Dorset, BH20 4DD
01929 552560
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Outdoor Field Visits  - Trevor Thorpe & Andy Humber

Saturday 14th August 2010  
Fontmell Down (ST887186)  09.30 – morning only with follow  on meeting at 
approx. 14.00.  Meet at the National Trust car park on the Blandford to Melbury 
Abbas road (The Higher Shaftesbury Road).

Follow  on meeting – Win Green (ST923205)  14.00hrs approx.  From the 
B3081 take the turning for the minor road to Ludwell. - Leaders Trevor Thorpe 
and Andy Humber.

Sunday 19th September 2010
Portland Bill (SY683699)  09.30 – morning only.  Meet in Sweethill Road car 
park.  Meeting includes a visit to Portland Bill Bird Observatory for a ringing 
demonstration. - Leader Trevor Thorpe.

Saturday 2nd October 2010
Winspit  09.30am – Meet in the Worth Matravers National Trust Car Park near 
The Square and Compass Pub  - Leaders: Andy Humber and Trevor Thorpe.

Sunday 7th November 2010
Middlebere & Hartland Moor (SY926865)
09.30am – Park on the side of the road at the entrance track to Middlebere Farm 
- Leader Trevor Thorpe.

Saturday 11th December 2010
Tarrant Rushton Airfield (ST950061)
09.30am - Meet at the Airfield War Memorial on the Tarrant Rushton/
Witchampton Road - Leader John Lockwood.

Saturday 8th January 2011
Normandy Marsh, Lymington (SZ330954)
09.00 – meet in the large car park at the end of Bath Road.

Follow on Meeting commences aprox. 14.00hrs  Blackwater Arboretum 
(SU268048) Meet in the car park at Rhinefield Ornamental Drive - Leader 
Andy Humber.
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Bournemouth Natural 
Science Society

39 Christchurch Road, 
Bournemouth, 
Dorset, BH1 3NS.
Tel:  01202 553525    
Charity no: 219585

BNSS Welcomes all to lectures, 
donations in lieu of admission 
charge.

Of special interest to DBC 
members Tuesday 27th July 
19.00hrs Birding in Japan - 
Neil Gartshore

We have a wide programme of 
lectures/field trips please see our 
website for full details.
http://www.bnss.org.uk

Come to Lyme for reliable Dippers, 
Purple Sandpipers and the 

“Best New Cheese Retailer 2009”.  
We stock the finest cheeses from the 
West Country and further afield and 
a great range of accompaniments. In 

the summer we serve Barford ice 
creams and sorbets by the scoop.

Off season we open Friday, Saturday 
and Sunday. But when the tourists 

are in town, every day except 
Monday …

MILL LANE (OFF COOMBE ST).
LYME REGIS, DT7 3PU

01297 44 26 26
WWW.TOWNMILLCHEESE.CO.UK

TwO Owls Birding
2010

We offer a range of birdwatching experiences with small 

friendly groups and expert local guides. Covering Dorset, 

New Forest and the Hampshire Coast and short breaks at 

birding hot spots in Britain and further afield.
Please visit our website at www.twoowlsbirding.co.uk

or contact Jackie Tel: 01425 656841 
Email:  twoowls.birding@btinternet.com 
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Winter in the Camargue Trevor Warrick

Introduction
In January 2009 I took a long weekend birding holiday in 
southern France with friends Chris Turner and Mike McKee. The 
main objective was to see the wintering Wallcreepers in the hills 
north of Arles, but we also took the opportunity to visit the bird-
filled wetlands of the Camargue, just to the south of the town.  

Les Baux
The Wallcreepers can be 
found at Les  Baux, which 
is an old fortified hill top 
town about half an hour’s 
drive from Arles. They can 
be seen on the limestone 
rock faces below the town 
and as our main target 
species we tried this area 
on our first day, but with 
no luck. On the second 
d a y t h e d r i z z l y r a i n 
stopped and we saw one bird almost as soon as we arrived at the 
rock faces. Later that day we had two together inside the hilltop 
fortified enclosure at much closer range. An added bonus is a 
small wintering flock of Alpine Accentors, which also hang around 
the fortifications. We had a flock of nine birds, some of which 
were very confiding and easy to photograph.

The Camargue Wetlands
Perhaps the most iconic bird of the wetlands is the Greater 
Flamingo, which can be seen in flocks of varying sizes  all over 
the Camargue. Other wetland species that were easy to see 
included Great White Egret, Cattle Egret, Marsh Harrier, White 
Wagtail and the ubiquitous Yellow-legged Gull. There were small 
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numbers of White Stork throughout the Camargue, with a single 
flock of sixty-three birds in a field on the edge of Etang 
D'Entressen. However, we only had distant views of two Black 
Storks from the viewpoint at Mas d'Agon.

Etang Consecanieie held huge flocks of Red-crested Pochard, 
which were difficult to count 
a c c u r a t e l y d u e t o t h e 
shooting on the Sunday when 
we were there. I'm sure there 
were at least 600 or 700 birds 
in a single flock and maybe 
as many as  1000 . The 
saltpans  south of Salin de 
Giraud held mixed flocks of 
small waders, which we 
initially thought we mostly 
Dunlin, but closer inspection revealed more than a hundred Little 
Stint. We also saw about ten Kentish in with the Ringed Plover on 
these saltpans. Perhaps the biggest surprise was a flock of 
sixteen Bewick's Swans  at La Capeliere on the edge of Etang du 
Vaccares.

The Camargue Coast 
Saintes Maries de la Mer is  a town right on the coast at the 
southern end of the Camargue. On Sunday we drove along the 
track to the east of the town and noticed a few (sixteen in total) 
Black-necked Grebes in a channel just outside the built-up area. 
Chris and Mike were keen to stop and photograph these birds, 
which proved very worthwhile as there were also two first winter 
Slender-billed Gulls in the same channel.  There had been a 
Green Heron (the second for France) on the coast at Berre 
L'Etang for the previous three years and we decided to try and 
twitch it on Monday. Despite spending hours endlessly searching 
its favourite ditch and other known haunts in the pouring rain we 
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never got a sniff. However, there were amazing numbers  of 
Black-necked Grebes just off the shore. We tried counting all the 
small flocks and estimated that there were at least 250 birds.

La Crau and Elsewhere 
La Crau is an area of stony desert type vegetation on the edge of 
the Camargue, which hosts  a different selection of birds. Here 
we had our only Griffon Vulture of the trip, which was on the 
ground close to Chemin de la Jasse, one of the roads across La 
Crau. We also had small numbers of Rock Bunting in this area. 
There’s  a big rubbish tip at Entressen in the La Crau area, where 
we had five Crested Larks. The only other Crested Larks of the 
trip (about ten) were seen on the roadside at Berre L'Etang.

On the way down to Berre L'Etang we stopped at what appeared 
to be a disused, or very underused aerodrome at La Fare les 
Oliviers. A French website 
had repo r t ed a l a rge 
wintering flock of Little 
Bustards at this site, but 
when we approached this 
l o o k e d u n l i k e l y a s i t 
appeared to be largely 
s u r r o u n d e d b y 
development. To our great 
surprise, there was  a flock 
of about 180 birds in the 
grass alongside the runway.

Rounding up the other species of note we saw Red Kite, 
Firecrest (just one at Les Baux), Sardinian Warbler, Black 
Redstart, Serin (200+ in flocks around the edge of La Fare les 
Oliviers aerodrome), Brambling (small numbers in finch flocks), 
Cirl Bunting and Water Pipit (about ten on the salt pans  south of 
Salin de Giraud). 
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Logistics
Arles was  definitely a good place to stay for this  trip, since most of 
the sites we visited were no more than half an hour’s drive away. It 
was also reasonable value with the flights, hotel and car hire for 
five days costing us about £300 each. Doubtless the trip could be 
done more cheaply as we didn’t skimp on accommodation. We 
stayed in the Best Western Hotel Atrium in the centre of Arles. It 
proved to be a good venue being close to the town’s restaurants 
and in walking distance of the famous café that featured in Vincent 
Van Gogh’s  “Café Terrace at Night” painting and the town’s 
impressive Roman amphitheatre. One word of caution is the cost 
of meals and drinks. Beer was particularly expensive in the 
restaurants with a small bottle of lager costing about 4 euros. At 
that price, my advice is stick to the house wine!

Curlew Sandpiper in Winter Plumage - Charles Richards

They say you’re never too old to learn, and this is  certainly true 
where bird identification is concerned.  Just recently, I gained 
some valuable experience on how to pick out Curlew Sandpiper 
in winter plumage.  Most birders are familiar with this species in 
it’s  breeding or juvenile plumages, but how many have found or 
even seen one in the winter?  Until January 2010, when I was 
shown one at East Fleet, I’d never seen a Curlew Sandpiper in 
winter plumage myself.  On that date, I was called over to look at 
a certain bird by a fellow birdwatcher.  In his telescope I could 
see a small group of Dunlin and another wader, which he thought 
was a Curlew Sandpiper.  To me it looked more like a Dunlin, 
although it did have a slightly longer bill and slightly whiter and 
cleaner underparts.  Winter plumage Dunlins are quite variable in 
size, length of bill and plumage markings, so I was looking at a 
large Dunlin.  However, while I was still watching it, the bird took 
off, and immediately I saw its  white rump.  It was a Curlew 
Sandpiper!  I was wrong, the other birder was right, and I had to 
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applaud his skill in finding 
it.  I’m sure I would have 
quickly glanced at that 
group of Dunlin, and not 
no t iced tha t one was 
different.  Later on, when 
the Cur lew Sandpiper 
returned on its  own, it 
looked more distinctive 
than when it was with the 
D u n l i n s .  A f t e r t h i s 
instructive little episode I 
decided to look more carefully at Dunlin to see if I could find a 
Curlew Sandpiper for myself.  This paid off when I found one at 
Herbury Gore on 9th February.  It may have been the same bird 
that I saw at East Fleet, and again I noticed how similar it looked 
to the Dunlins  alongside it.  The size difference was very slight, 
the other differences were very subtle, and a birder would have to 
be very alert to find an individual such as this.  I think I picked it 
out by the slightly whiter throat and breast, and the slightly whiter 
forehead.  The bill was also slightly longer and more decurved, 
but after watching it for some time, I still wasn’t sure until it flew 
and I saw its white rump.  This begs the question, how many 
winter Curlew Sandpipers have there been in Dorset in the past, 
which were never found?  There must have been some, 
considering how easily overlooked they are at that time of year.  
In an area such as Poole Harbour where the Dunlin flocks are 
large and usually distant it might be an impossible task, but 
where a Dunlin flock is close and not too flighty, finding a winter 
Curlew Sandpiper should be possible.  So to any birder who likes 
a challenge and would like to find a winter Curlew Sandpiper, I 
say start looking, but remember you can only claim it when you 
see the white of its rump!
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Dorset Bird Club Book Review - Alan Snook

Collins Bird Guide (2nd edition) by Lars Svensson, Killian Mullarney 
and Dan Zetterstrom published by HarperCollins in 2009 @ £25. 
ISBN 978-0-00-726726-2. 

This  book running to 448 pages and 
including over 3500 paintings is the long-
awaited second edition, of what has 
become the classic standard work field 
guide to the birds  of Britain and Europe, 
begs the question – do I need a copy if I 
have the original? The answer is yes on 
numerous counts. Firstly the authors 
agree that even the first edition was in 
need of a revision the moment it was 
published; as with most non-fiction works 
they are only current on the day they are 
completed, the gestation period to 
publication date often taking some time!  
Next they have taken the opportunity to 
amend the taxonomy to that of current thinking primarily due to the 
advances in genetics, which is still ongoing and will lead to more 
changes in the future. It is interesting today to see the many 
species from the ‘handbook’* days now gaining single species 
status; the “old boys” obviously knew a thing or two even then. This 
moves us on to the fact that that this new edition covers an extra 
41 species, some due to those taxonomic changes and others 
being new to the region for example. It was  nice to see some 
uncramping of the text and plates, which often aids the reader and 
yet still helps to keep the book at a reasonable field guide size. 
Okay so there are a few typos throughout the text that should have 
been spotted by a proofreader, although perhaps publishers do not 
use them any more? My personal favourite error was the caption to 
the plate of Anthodiaeta metallica on page 359, which reads  Nile 
Walley Sunbird. A big pat on the back for the authors, in the fact 
that all the maps have been updated, something many similar 
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books have failed to do. So for instance we now have a map 
showing the existence of Little Egret breeding in England. I also 
liked the incidence of the introduced breeding species  and escapes 
at the rear of the book. I do feel however that the vagrants  should 
have been included with the bulk of the book and not have a 
separate section. 

To return to my original question “do I need a copy” the answer is a 
resounding yes, whether you are a professional or amateur birder 
this is the standard work and I commend it to everyone.

* The Handbook of British Birds by Witherby, et al published by 
H.F. & G. Witherby in 1938.

From the Archives - Jackie Hull

Going just back 10 years to 2000 we had two firsts for Dorset with 
Marsh Sandpiper at Stanpit in April and Cliff Swallow at The 
Verne, Portland at the end of September.  In fact this year was a 
bumper year for rarities.

Starting in January with Franklin’s Gull in Weymouth, Richard’s 
Pipit at the Fleet, a returning Ferruginous Duck in east Purbeck. 
Then February produced a Ring-billed Gull in Poole Harbour and 
a Green-winged Teal at Holes Bay. March had Ring-billed Gull at 
Sturminster Marshall and Common Crane over Portland Bill. 

Then of course in April we had the adult Marsh Sandpiper, this 
was  the earliest British record and a Kentish Plover in this month. 
May was  an excellent month with two Zitting Cisticolas  the first in 
Dorset and in Britain for 23 years and the second and third county 
records. Also in May highlights included Lesser Yellowlegs on the 
Fleet, Night Heron at Stanpit and Red-throated Pipit at Portland 
plus Short-toed Lark, Purple Heron and four Golden Orioles.

On June 26th a male Black-eared Wheatear turned up at Upton 
Heath and stayed for a couple of days and was a fourth record for 
Dorset. There was also Marsh Warbler at Abbotsbury and Rosy 
Starling on Portland and in Swanage and another four Golden 
Orioles were seen.
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July turned up a Syke’s Warbler, a second for Britain, a Black-
headed Bunting at Portland.  August was a bit busier with Cattle 
Egret and Rosy Starling, Bluethroat at Cogden Beach and Tawny 
Pipit at Ower, Poole, spotted Crake and Dottrel. With seven 
Aquatic Warblers  this represented another poor year for this 
species. 

It was in September of this  year that we witnessed the massive 
in f lux o f Honey Buzzards 
arriving on the east coast of 
Britain mid-month, departing via 
south coast headlands from the 
end of the month into October.  
With many records  coming from 
Port land, Hengistbury and 
Durlston, there were individual 
sightings of 143-160 but there is 
l ikely to have been some 
duplication of sightings, the 
likelihood is  that a minimum of 
77 individual were involved. The 
peak movement occurred on 30th September with a minimum of 
35 birds at Portland and 23 from Christchurch Harbour.  This is 
also the month we had the Cliff Swallow plus Buff-breasted 
Sandpiper, three Common Rosefinches and a Purple Heron.

In October one weekend, 14th-15th the Weymouth area had 
Dusky Warbler, White-rumped Sandpiper, Rosy Starling, two 
Pallas’s Warblers  and a Pectoral Sandpiper.  at the end of the 
month there was an influx of Leach’s Storm Petrels.

Then the arrival of November brought us the first Long-billed 
Dowitcher for 22 years  at Middlebere, Poole Harbour, a Penduline 
Tit at Hengistbury and the second Dusky Warbler for the year at 
Portland and a Barred Warbler.  December, not to be missed out, 
gave us  a Hume’s Leaf Warbler at Portland and in the harbour a 
Surf Scoter arrived to spend the winter.  An American Wigeon on 
the Fleet and a Common Crane flew up the Avon Valley.
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Birding Highlights - Phyl England

February
In a quiet month for rarities, it was the unusual birds  for the county 
that were notable. A Red-crested Pochard at Lodmoor (1st), with 2 
on the Stour at Wimborne (4th). A Quail was  found at Portland (10th 
& 11th) and 2 Egyptian Geese turned up at Waddock Cross (20th). 
A Great White Egret flew over Avon Causeway (20th). The 40+ 
flock of Barnacle Geese remained around Rodden Hive. The 
numbers of Bittern found in the county have also been high with at 
least 3 at Hatch Pond, 2 at Radipole and Lodmoor, 1 at Swineham, 
1 at Arne Moors and another seen at Christchurch Harbour.

March
It was  a Bufflehead that stole the headlines this month. It was seen 
passing West Bexington 
(6th) and stayed on the 
Fleet until 28th between 
Abbotsbury and Rodden 
Hive being watched by 
many visiting birders. 
H o o p o e s w e r e a t 
Southwell, Portland (17th 
– 19th), Langton Herring 
( f rom19th) , Port land, 
a r o u n d S u c k t h u m b 
Quarry (21st-31st) and Durlston (26th). An Alpine Swift was at 
Durlston (21st) and Lodmoor (26th -28th).  On Wareham water 
meadows, a Cattle Egret has been present from 27th.

April
Alpine Swifts were at Radipole (1st) and Durlston (11th). At Langton 
Herring the Hoopoe remained until 4th and there were other 
sightings on Portland (1st & 7th). The Cattle Egret remained on the 
water meadows at Wareham until 7th. There were Serins at 
Durlston (2nd & 21st) and Portland (20th -26th). A Great White Egret 
flew over Coward’s  Marsh (20th). On the Stour at Wimborne a pair 
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of Red-crested Pochards was recorded (4th). A White Stork that 
was discovered at Wareham (13th &14th) moved on briefly to 
Wimborne (15th). At Weymouth a Rose-coloured Starling was 
reported (5th). Christchurch produced a Sub-Alpine Warbler, which 
gave good views (24th – 25th.) The Hooded Merganser at Radipole, 
which had disappeared from 19th of last month, appeared at Poole 
Park and has now returned to Radipole.

May
It was Portland that hosted most of the few rarities there were this 
month. There were records of Blue-headed Wagtail (3rd, 5th & 
12th), Ortolan Buntings (5th & 
8th), occasional Serin sightings 
and a Bee-eater heard (6th). A 
further Bee-eater flew over 
Durlston (28th) and there was 
a brief sighting of a Red-
rumped Swallow there (23rd). 
A n o t h e r B e e - e a t e r w a s 
reported from Radipole village 
(17th). A Great White Egret 
dropped into the North hide at 
Radipole (15th). On the Fleet a 
Black Tern was seen (25th).

June
The month started slow but picked up towards the end. A Quail at 
the Verne Common on the 2nd,  Montagu’s  Harrier seen at Durlston 
on the 3rd were followed by Red-backed Shrike at Culverwell and a 
Marsh Warbler trapped at Portland Obs on the 8th; a White Stork 
was reported over Sherborne Boy’s  School on the 9th.  On the 
11-12th a female Golden Oriole was seen at Burton Bradstock; was 
followed by a second sighting of Red-backed Shrike on the 18th at 
White Sheet Plantation. A Storm Petrel was trapped at Portland Bill 
on 25th. A Hawfinch put in an appearence at Eight Kings Quarry on 
27th and another Quail was recorded at Sydling St. Nicholas the 
same day.  Sighting of the month was no doubt the Gull-billed Tern 
seen over the Chesil Beach at Abbotsbury and from West 
Bexington on 29th June to 1st July.
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Membership Subscriptions
  Please remember that your annual subscriptions are 
        due on the 1st January 2010. 

 The current rates are:

 Ordinary Membership  £12
 Joint/Family Membership  £16
 Student Membership  £7
 Junior Membership   £4
 Corporate Membership  £50
 Life membership   £200

 To join or renew your membership, please send your name and 
 address  with the appropriate subscription to the Membership 
 Secretary :- 
 
 Diana Dyer 
 3 Osmay Road, Swanage, Dorset, BH19 2JQ
 E-mail: richarddiana@tiscali.co.uk
 Tel. 01929 421402  
 

Contacts
 Chairman Dorset Bird Club:- Neil Gartshore
 e-mail:- neil@onaga54.freeserve.co.uk 
 Tel:- 01929 552560

 Dorset County Recorder:- Kevin lane
 E-mail:- dorsetbirdclub@hotmail.com
 Tel. 07901 614629 

 Conservation Officer:- Jol Mitchell
 4 Gover Close, Ridge, Wareham, Dorset, BH20 3BU.
  e-mail:- jolmitchell@btinternet.com
 Tel:- 01929 552924 

 Newsletter Editor:- Nick Hull
 e-mail:- sapeur.pompier@btinternet.com
 Tel. 01425 656841

 Dorset Bird Club Website: 
 http:www.dorsetbirdclub.org.uk 
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