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The Recorders 

This report is based entirely on the records of birds seen by a group of local/regulars: Richard Morris, 

Geoff and Sheila Barlow, Nevil Fowler, Neil Arnold, Christine Milner, Jon and Sue Campbell and me, 

as well as some quality records from occasional visitors(Paul Harris and Ian Stanley). Inevitably a few 

perfectly legitimate records of birds seen only by others have not been included. But this also means 

a number of spurious claims have been excluded.  

Key 

+ all records from Weymouth Bay unless stated. 

* all records given. 

PIC: photographed (in most cases of rare/scarce species(*)).  

^ present, or usually present, all months.   

N: BBRC rarity 

D: Dorset rarity/description species 

A: species that isn’t either of above but is rare in context of Lodmoor area.  

The description given for each species(in italics) attempts to summarise their status in the recording 

area.  

Abbreviations: WB: Weymouth Bay. CP: Country Park. 2MC: Two Mile Coppice.  

SYSTEMATIC LIST 2012 

*D Whooper Swan Cygnus cygnus 
Rare winter visitor and passage migrant 
 
I record: Jan 20th. Flew in from the east, calling, and landed, briefly on west scrape before flew off 
west. 
 
Mute swan Cygnus olor 
^Breeding resident and local wanderer. 
 
Breeding: 5 pairs bred. Nesting by Apr 12th, first cygnets by May 16th. Eventually broods of 
6,5,3,3,2.Min. of 14 fledged, although one of these died in Nov. Up to 6 imms and 4 ads to end of 
year. 
 
Another pair were regularly present on the newly created pool nr the garden centre on Littlemoor 
Rd and may have bred. 



Also incl., very unusually, 17 immatures in off May 23rd. 
 
The discovery of the year was made by a dowitcher twitcher in Spt. While he was waiting he started 
collecting ring numbers. These included a Mute, which turns out to have been first ringed in in 1984 
-- making it, at 28 years old, Britain’s oldest recorded Mute swan. If you want to see to see if it 
reaches its 29th birthday look for Z56038.  
 
*L White fronted goose Anser albifrons 
Rare winter visitor 
 
I record: 4 east WB during freeze Jan 15th.  
 
Grey geese ssp 
A flock of at least 18 grey geese flew west over the reserve itself the same morning as the White 
fronts in the bay. But, frustratingly, they couldn’t be definitively identified.  
 
Greylag goose Anser anser  
Annual feral wanderer in usually small numbers. Rare as a genuine vagrant.  
  
5 records of presumed feral birds:  
Singles Feb 29th, Mch 20th, 2 Apr. 22nd and 29th, 1 May 4th. 
 
Canada goose Branta canadensis   
Increasingly common feral breeder and local wanderer.  
 
Breeding: 5 pairs produced about 25 goslings. For the first time a small flock of non breeding birds 
over summered. 
Max counts, as usual, in early autumn: 410 by late Aug, 460 Spt 25th. 
 
Dark-bellied brent goose Branta bernicla bernicla   
Annual, mainly winter, visitor in variable numbers to both WB and Lodmoor.  
 
An excellent year, particularly early on. 
8 records of 72 birds Jan - Apr 7th incl. 32 east WB Jan 15th, 26 east WB Feb 28th and 1 on reserve 
Mch 22nd - Apr 7th. 
Then 8 records of 37 birds Oct 24th - Dec 15th. 
 
*Pale bellied brent goose Branta bernicla hrota 
Scarce passage migrant and rare winter visitor, mainly to WB and occasionally Lodmoor.  
 
4 records of this distinctive race: 28 west WB Apr 17th; 13 west WB Apr 26th; 6 Spt 16th;  1, rising to 
up to 4, Bowleaze Cove Dec 2nd - 21st, 25th. PIC 
  
This species is usually a rarity here in winter so the long staying group at Bowleaze were a real turn 
up. They were amazingly confiding as they gorged on seaweed on the tide line and actually on the 
beach, largely oblivious to the packs of dog walkers.  
 
One of the birds was ringed. It had been recorded in successive winters in Ireland 2008-2011 and 
had last been seen at its breeding grounds in Iceland in May 2011.  
  
 



Shelduck Tadorna tadorna 
Local breeder, winter visitor and local wanderer. Often absent during autumn moult.  
 
Breeding: evidence now implies this species may not actually nest on Lodmoor at all, despite the 
annual presence of adults with chicks. 
 
Broods of 10 and 9 were separately seen being ferried across WB by an adult from the direction of 
Portland Harbour, before being walked onto Lodmoor. It looks very much like these birds are 
hatched from nests on Portland breakwater and then brought across to Lodmoor to be fed.  
Another brood of 4 may, or may not, have been hatched on Lodmoor. 
 
As usual most birds left to moult early autumn, leaving just 2 imms, with none at all for much of 
Spt/Oct until up to 14 returned later in the year. 
 
*Mandarin Aix galericulata    
Very scarce feral wanderer  
 
1 record: drake May 26th. PIC. 
 
Wigeon Anas Penelope 
Largely a winter visitor and migrant in variable numbers. Occasional in summer.  One of the better 
years. 
 
Almost daily Jan - Apr 14th. Mainly 6-12 but incl. 54 Feb 1st. Then 2 drakes Jun 14th. 
In autumn first back Aug 20th, regular from mid Spt and almost daily again from late Oct to end of 
year although mainly single figs.  
 
Gadwall Anas strepera 
^ Common spring/summer visitor/resident, although only small numbers breed. Common winter 
visitor. 
 
Breeding: at least 1 pair bred -- adult with chick Jly 5th. 
 
Otherwise ever present although the vast majority of birds are non breeders. Max 116 Jan 5th. 
Vagrant of the year award goes to the bird that turned up in an observer’s flooded garden in 
Cranford Ave Nov 21st.  
 
Teal Anas crecca 
^ Common winter, autumn and, in smaller numbers, spring visitor.  
 
Early in the year a max. of 275 Jan 5th. Last May 8th. First bird back Jun 13th. Subsequently mainly 
single figs through autumn, rising to 80+ by late Oct, increasing to 150+ Dec. 
 
Mallard Anas platyrhynchos 
^Common breeding resident and local wanderer.   
 
Incl. first chicks Apr. 15th. 
 
 
 
 



Pintail Anas acuta 
Passage migrant, mainly in autumn, and winter visitor, in small numbers. 
 
Genuine wild birds probably confined to just 6 records: 
1 Jan 5th, 7th; 7 8th;, 3 in off 26th. 1 n Spt 13th and 4 Oct 8th. 
A series of sightings Jan - May, Jly, Nov almost certainly relate to a feral bird from Radipole.   
 
*Garganey Anas querquedula 
Scarce passage migrant 
 
2 sets of records, both in the spring: 
Drake Overcombe Mch 30th, perhaps the same Apr 7th. 
2 drakes May 1st, with 1 2nd, 4th, 5th, 7th.  
 
Shoveler Anas clypeata 
^Common resident and winter visitor. A few breed. 
 
Incl. max of 100+ Spt 24th, late Nov/early Dec. 
 
Pochard Aythya farina  
^Mainly a winter visitor, sometimes in big numbers. A scarce but increasing breeding bird and 
migrant. 
 
Breeding: as usual nigh on impossible to gauge exact number of nesting pairs. But at least 2 broods 
of 3 and 4...and perhaps as many as 4 pairs bred. Incl. 3 near full grown young in Aug. 
Winter: no really big influxes this year. Early on Jan numbers fluctuated from 190+ Jan 19th to just 
1(!) Feb 2nd. Later in year generally disappointing numbers -- max. 60+ Dec 16th.  
 
Tufted duck Aythya fuligula 
^Breeds in small b ut increasing numbers. Common winter visitor.  
 
Breeding: 1 chick Jun 25th, 2 Jly 5th. Possibly as many as 6 pairs bred.  
 
In winter max. 65 Jan 19th, and in Dec, when, during floods, birds uncharacteristically frequented the 
seaward end of the reserve. 
 
*Scaup Aythya marila 
Regular winter visitor in small numbers. 
 
The worst year since this species began wintering regularly 2004. 
2 record: fem/imm post box pool Jan 5th; 2 incl. male Feb 4th. 
 
*+Long tailed duck Clangula hyemalis 
Very scarce passage migrant and winter visitor 
 
1 record: 1 flew in from east and settled in WB Oct 29th. Only the 5th record in the last 11 years. 
 
+Common scoter Melanitta nigra 
Regular visitor WB all months but mainly as winter visitor and migrant..   
 
Early on about 30 on 20 dates to May 11th.  



In summer/early autumn about 35 on 20 dates Jun 7th - Spt 14th. 
 
Later on about 65 on 10 dates Oct 23rd - Dec 9th, including the year’s max counts: 17 Oct 23rd and 17 
east Nov 28th.     
 
*+Velvet scoter Melanitta fusca 
Scarce visitor to WB. 
 
1 record: I off Overcombe Dec 8th and near Portland Harbour 9th.  
 
*+Goldeneye Bucephala clangula 
Scarce winter visitor and autumn migrant  
 
2 records WB: drake Nov 30th; brown head Dec 8th. 
 
*+Red breasted merganser Mergus serrator 
Very scarce visitor WB. Rare Lodmoor. 
 
2 records WB: I flying into Portland Harbour Jan 28th, 1 Nov 9th. 
Given the numbers in Portland Harbour/Ferrybridge this remains a strangely scarce bird in WB. 
 
*Goosander Mergus merganser   
Usually very scarce(influx winter 2010/11) winter visitor and passage migrant   
 
1 record: red head flushed off the west scrape Dec 3rd. 
  
Ruddy duck Oxyura jamaicensis 
Persecuted breeding resident and winter visitor. May now be exterminated.  
 
One species that looks unlikely to reappear on year lists. Persistent, and expensive, efforts to blast 
them into oblivion appeared to have finally paid off in 2012.  
A number of records of singles Jan 6th - Jun 16th probably related to no more than 2 birds that had 
eluded the marksmen. But, for the first time ever, no records at all in the second half of the year. 
 
*L Red legged partridge Alectoris rufa   
Rare local wanderer.  
 
3 records probably relating to the same bird: calling behind the Riviera Mch 9th, and in fields along 
Southdown Ridge 11th, 20th .  
 
Pheasant Phasianus colchicus 
^Breeding resident in small numbers. 
 
Bird of the year was a particularly bold male that set up territory along the main path around 
Lodmoor in the first half of the year before it moved off elsewhere in the search for female 
company. 
Otherwise vast majority of records related to northern end/Lorton Valley. Several pairs appear to 
continue to breed in the area despite growing disturbance from dog walkers. 
 
 
 



 +Red throated diver Gavia stellata 
Winter visitor and passage migrant in small numbers WB. Accidental Lodmoor. 
 
An above average showing. 
Early in year 5 records of singles Jan 9th - Mch 6th probably related to 3 birds. 
But later in year much harder to keep track of totals. 2 turned up on Oct 20th, with 1 Nov 14th, then 
1-3 fairly regularly Nov 30th - Dec 12th, with 2 more 20th.  
 
 *+Black throated diver Gavia arctica 
Annual winter visitor WB…scarcest diver. 
 
3 records of probably the same bird: Jan 20th, 25th and 28th.  
 
+Great northern diver  Gavia immer     
 Fairly common winter visitor and passage migrant WB.  
 
The undoubted highlights of the year were a displaying pair Mch 5th and a very late spring bird 
indeed Jun 9th. 
Otherwise pretty standard. Up to 6, but usually 1-3 Jan - May(Jun). Incl. the usual smattering of 
summ. plum. birds in the spring. 
First returning bird Oct 29th. Subsequently just 1-4 to end of year.  
 
Little grebe Tachybaptus ruficollis 
^Breeding resident(or possibly summer visitor) in small numbers. Winter visitor in small numbers.   
 
Breeding: 2 broods in early Aug….and possibly as many as 6 prs nested. Breeding birds are probably 
summer visitors only, returning in mid Feb and departing early autumn. 
Winter: there appears to be a small population that are winter visitors only to Lodmoor. This 
appeared to be born out by a small but obvious influx in late Nov with around 12 birds wintering in 
Dec. 
 
Great crested grebe Podiceps cristatus    
^2/3 pair breed Lodmoor. Common winter visitor and migrant WB 
 
Breeding: 1 - 2 pairs have nested every year since 2001 but breeding success seems to be painfully 
low. This year 3 pairs were in territory for the first time but all that produced was 1 pair with a 
single, well developed, chick Jun 1st. A second pair seems to have abandoned, the fate of the third 
pair(northern part of reed bed) isn’t known. It’s possible nesting was affected by the wettest 
summer on record. 
Wintering: numbers in WB were relatively modest. Jan- Mch featured mainly single figs with an 
isolated max of 21. Nov/Dec peaked at around 30. 
What may have been a returning breeding bird appeared on the post box pool from Dec 23rd. 
 
*+Red necked grebe Podiceps grisegena    
Scarce winter visitor and passage migrant WB. Accidental Lodmoor. 
 
12 records of probably no more than 4 birds nevertheless represents a good year. Singles as follows: 
Jan 9th, 10th; Feb 6th, 16th, 17th, 21st; Nov 15th, 18th; Dec 21st, 26th, 27th, 29th, 31st. 
 
 
 



*+Slavonian grebe Podiceps auritus      
Scarce winter visitor and rare passage migrant WB.. Accidental Lodmoor.  
 
3(poss 4) singles early in the year : Jan 23rd; Feb 23rd, 29th; Mch 17th.  
 
*Black necked grebe Podiceps nigricollis   
Once rare but in recent years scarce winter visitor and passage migrant WB. Rare Lodmoor. 
 
4 records of singles including one on the reserve itself where it remains a major rarity: 
1 WB Feb 28th; 1 on the post box pool following gales Nov 1st; 1 WB Nov 10th; 1 WB Dec 9th.  
 
 Fulmar Fulmarus glacialis 
Uncommon, mainly spring and autumn ,visitor WB. Occasionally over reserve.  
 
In the spring 6 records of singles Apr 26th - Jun 2nd incl. 2 over reserve itself and one over New Look ! 
An impressive autumn showing by WB standards: about 27 Aug 3rd- 30th incl 12 29th.     
 
*+LSooty shearwater Puffinus griseous  
Accidental WB  
1 record: 1 west Oct 2nd. 
 
Appears to be a first for the recording area. 
 
*+Manx shearwater Puffinus puffinus 
Very scarce passage migrant and summer visitor WB. 
 
1 record: 2 Apr 26th. 
 
*+Balearic shearwater Puffinus mauretanicus  
Very scarce passage migrant and rare winter visitor WB 
 
4 records totalling 14 birds constitutes an exceptional autumn: 
3 west Aug 227th; 1 west Aug 29th; 4 Oct 2nd; 6 Oct 3rd. 
 
+Gannet Morus bassanus 
Fairly common, mainly summer, visitor WB. 
 
The headline event of the was an unprecedented run of records in Dec: normally one of the hardest 
months of the year to see this species in WB. A series of sightings from 22nd culminated in 132 west 
on 28th with more to the 31st.  
Otherwise it was a fairly unremarkable year.  
Hard to come by early in the year: 3 Jan 2nd, then just 3 sightings of 4 birds in Apr. As usual becoming 
commoner as spring progressed with birds nearly daily May 17th - Jly 4th, incl. 30+ Jun 7th, 9th. 
Approx 200 Jly 29th - Spt 25th incl. 125 Aug 29th. 
 
Cormorant Phalacrocorax carbo    
^Common and ever present non breeding visitor.  
 
Ever present WB and regular on reserve. No prizes for picking the oddest sighting of the year: an 
individual that literally stopped traffic by standing in the middle of Preston Beach Rd Dec 31st. 
Eventually a lorry driver stopped to rescue it only for it to fly off over the sea wall into the bay.  



 
+Shag Phalacrocorax aristotelis 
Fairly common WB, mainly in winter. 
 
Incl. rafts of 8/9, presumed non breeding, birds May. 
Otherwise 1-3 present in bay all months, but mainly Jan - mid May and mid Spt - Dec. 
 
Bittern Botaurus stellaris  
Increasing and now regular winter visitor. Occasionally summer/autumn. 
 
Another year, another increase in records.  
Jan - Mch : a minimum of 2 and perhaps as many as 4 birds wintered from 2011. 1-2 recorded 
regularly Jan 6th - Mch 31st.. Incl., as 2011, departing birds circling up and calling at dusk on several 
evenings in late Mch.  
Summer: 1 July 12th -- a rare but not unprecedented summer sighting.  
Oct-Dec: back from Oct 30th . Once again at least 2/3 and perhaps more wintering. Incl. one flying 
round and round tern island pool looking for somewhere to land during Dec floods.  
Until 2008 this species managed an average of just 1 - 3 records a year. 
 
*D Cattle Egret Bubulcus ibis   
Rare but increasing visitor.    
 
I record: Summer plumage adult May 1st. PIC. 
Recorded in 6 of the last 8 years.  
 
 Little Egret Egretta garzetta   
^Fairly common non breeding visitor. 
 
Including 1 w Bowleaze May 11th, a flock of 9 migrants in off May 27th and 2 arriving over Bowleaze 
from the east Dec 3rd, before moving on west. 
Otherwise an uneventful year. 1-3 as usual regularly present, with up to 6 in Aug but none at all 
during floods in late Dec. 
 
Grey heron Ardea cinerea 
^Common and ever present non breeding visitor 
 
Birds from the nearby Nottington colony ever present as usual. Incl. particularly bold birds feeding 
on two occasions on the main path itself. 
 
*D White stork Ciconia ciconia   
Accidental 
 
2 records involving the same group of birds: 
5 over New Look and then south. May 5th; 4 across WB and then east over Overcombe May 23rd. 
The finder of the New Look birds was able to put a passing dog walker on to them. But despite his 
best efforts other local birders failed to pick out a flock of big, black and white things with bright red 
bills.  
The first records for 24 years. 
 
 
 



*N Glossy ibis Pleagadis falcinellus   
Accidental  
 
A series of records of 1 - 2 birds, all relating to the pair that had wintered at Radipole:  
Feb 3rd, 14th, Apr 6th, 7th, 19th, 22nd, May 2nd, 3rd. PIC. 
The 3rd Lodmoor record. 
 
*Spoonbill Platalea leucorodia 
Regular, often long staying, visitor in small numbers. Especially spring but all months.  
 
Three sets of records relating to 6 birds and incl. a classic cluster of early spring records:  
1 Mch 5th - 8th, joined by a second to 16th, then 4 17th, with 3 to 19th; Imm. Jly 22nd - Aug 12th;  1 Oct 
12th.  
 
*Red kite Milvus milvus   
Very scarce but increasing visitor 
 
I record: north east over Lorton Valley/Horselynch May 26th.  
 
Marsh harrier Circus aeruginosus  
^Bred 2010-12. Also an increasing winter visitor in small numbers. Scarce passage migrant. 
 
Breeding: more than lucky. The first fledged juvenile appeared on Jly 6th, just one day before 
torrential rain triggered the worst flooding of the reedbed on record. Mercifully what turned out to 
be a clutch of 3 young had just matured enough to seek the safety of nearby bushes before the 
waters rose. All 3 successfully fledged. The 3rd successful brreding year in a row. 
In fact the entire breeding story was something of a saga.  
Earlier last year’s breeding female had paired up with what looked like a new male. And following 
courtship both birds were busily engaged in nest building by mid April. But more floods, in late April, 
appears to have washed out the first nest. Subsequently both birds were seen collecting nest 
material again in May and by June appeared to be hunting for more than two. Luckily they timed it 
just right.  
The young dispersed rapidly but 2 birds were present until the end of the year.  
 
*L Hen harrier Circus cyaneus 
Accidental 
 
1 record: a male scared the life out of the Starling flock as it appeared to arrive in off and went north 
over Beachdown, eventually heading off north early in the morning of Nov 4th.  
 
*D Goshawk Accipiter gentilis 
Accidental. 
 
1 record: a female type flew north over the reed bed near dusk Nov 6th. The lucky few who added 
this major rarity to their Lodmoor lists were rewarded for their enthusiasm for watching the Starling 
roost.  
 
 
 
 
 



Sparrowhawk Accipiter nisus  
^Resident: 1-2 pairs breed. Also passage migrant and winter visitor. 
 
Displaying regularly late Jan - Mch. At least 2 and probably 3 pairs bred 
locally(Horselynch/2mc/Coffin Wood areas).  
As ever impossible to disentangle potential migrants/wintering birds from resident birds. However, a 
strikingly large female present in Nov certainly hadn’t been around earlier in the year. 
 
Buzzard Buteo buteo 
^Resident.1-2 pairs breed. Also passage migrant and winter visitor. 
 
At least 1 pair bred again northern end. 2nd and 3rd pairs displaying may have related to breeding 
birds from just outside recording area. Fair to say at least 4 pairs in territory in the Lorton 
Valley/Lodmoor/Ridgeway/Redcliff areas. 
Once again one individual wintered daily on the reserve itself, with a second taking up residence on 
the CP pitchnputt course . 
 
*Osprey Pandion haliaetus  
Sarce but increasing passage migrant.  
 
5 records of singles: Mch 28th; north over Dorchester Rd/Wey Valley May 5th; low over Overcombe 
Corner and then sw across WB Aug 24th. PIC ; going s Aug 8th; w up Lorton Valley Spt 4th. The last bird 
was ringed and, given the choice of leg, may have come from the Scottish ringing programme  
 
Kestrel Falco tinnunculus 
^1-3 pairs breed. 
 
I pair successfully bred in a nest box by the Lorton VC. 2nd pair resident in Boweleaze area. 
 
*Merlin Falco columbarius 
Scarce autumn passage migrant. Rare spring, winter.  
 
2 records, including a rare spring migrant: Male east Mch 22nd; 1 s Oct 7th.   
 
Hobby Falco subbuteo 
Spring and autumn passage migrant. Summer records suggest probably breeds nearby.  
Poor year. Possibly connected with the wet weather. 
 
1-2 on just 8 dates My 5th - Jun 29th and then 1-2 again on a mere 9 dates Aug 1st - Oct 8th.  
 
Peregrine Falco peregrinus  
^Non breeding visitor. All months.  
 
Breeding birds from nearby(Ridgeway most probably) visited fairly regularly in pursuit of prey which 
once again incl. adult Common terns, as well as more predictable fare like Starling. One mid summer 
was watched catching insects Hobby style.  
 
 
 
 
 



Water rail Rallus aquaticus 
^1-2(possibly more) pairs breed. Fairly common winter visitor and autumn passage migrant. 
 
At least 1 pair bred again in the area around the bund. Adult there late May and at least 2 different 
juvs Jly/Aug. 
In winter very few during Jan freeze but up to 6 Feb and again Nov, Dec incl. several on the main 
paths.  
 
Moorhen Gallinula chloropus 
^Common breeding resident and winter visitor. 
 
Breeding incl. late broods in Aug and Spt…possibly as a result of birds having to lay again following 
Jly floods. Also incl. another breeding attempt on the tern islands that was inevitably aborted when 
the terns arrived. 
Good numbers around Dec: 20+ feeding on seaward end of reserve. 
 
Coot Fulica atra 
^Very common breeding resident and winter visitor. 
 
Not an endangered species on Lodmoor. First chicks Apr 22nd. Max count: 225 Jun 5th, 209 Nov 7th. 
 
*D Crane Grus grus 
Accidental 
 
1 record : 3 flew west around midday Oct 27th, before reappearing about an hour later. After touring 
the air space over Southdown/Overcombe/Bowleaze they eventually disappeared high east. 
This record coincided with a major movement in the Low Countries.  
Only the 2nd record for the area.  
 
Oystercatcher Haematopus ostralegus 
1-2 pair nest Lodmoor. Occasional winter visitor/passage migrant, mainly to WB/Preston beach.  
 
Breeding: just 1 chick fledged by the Hump pair, but considering the challenges they faced this year 
it was amazing they produced any young at all. 
Firstly their scrape only narrowly escaped flooding when sitting began in late April. They then lost at 
least one egg, and possibly more, to the Carrion crows nesting a few metres away. 
The lone chick emerged on May 23rd, the earliest hatching date at Lodmoor. The increasingly portly 
chick got the undivided of its devoted parents who(like the harriers) nursed their youngster to 
independence just days before the July floods struck. 
A second pair nested by the neighbouring pool but abandoned -- a common theme for several years. 
Winter: the breeding pair had already returned by late Jan with both pairs by Feb 15th, with a 5th 
bird(one of last year’s young?) occasionally joining the main breeding pair. 
Later in the year 1 bird was erratically present until Spt 24th, followed by just one sighting, east 
across WB, Dec 28th. 
 
*N Black winged stilt Himantopus himantopus   
Accidental 
 
 1 record: 1 May 24th-25th(first seen Radipole). PIC. 
Lodmoor’s 4th record but the first for 25 years. 
  



*Avocet Recurvirostra avosetta 
Scarce passage migrant. Rare winter.  
 
A typical year(if there is such a thing with this species) -- two isolated, short staying, migrants: 
Feb 27th; Aug 4th.  
 
Little ringed plover Charadrius dubious 
Passage migrant. 
 
One of the better springs 
Spring: 9 records of about 10 birds Mch 14th - May 4th. Included 2 Mch 26th, 27th, and Apr 6th. 
Autumn: 2 Jly 26th - 28th, and 1 or 2 juvs on a number of dates Aug 27th - Spt 10th. 
 
Ringed plover Charadrius hiaticula 
Fairly common passage migrant. Very scarce winter visitor.  
 
Winter: 1 beach Jan 22nd, 2 reserve 24th. 
Spring: 1 Mch 13th, followed by 20 on 13 dates Apr 20th - Jun 5th, incl. 7 May 19th. 
Autumn: better than average: up to 5 nr daily Jly 29th - Aug 12th, up to 8 Aug 20th- 23rd, then up to 26, 
mainly on the beach, Aug 25th - Spt 27th. Subsequently singles Oct 19th, 24th, 2 Nov 12th. 
 
*Golden plover Pluvialis apricaria 
Increasingly scarce winter visitor and autumn passage migrant. Rare spring. 
 
3 records all year make 2012 arguably the worst year in Lodmoor’s history and surely the first year 
ever without a single settled bird: 1 e Spt 27th; 11 north Oct 7th; 1 north Oct 21st.  
 
*Grey plover Pluvialis squatarola  
Scarce passage migrant, mainly in spring. Rare winter.  
 
4 records of 5 birds: 1 Mch 26th; 2 east May 3rd; summ plum female May 5th, 7th. PIC ; 1 Spt 25th.  
 
Lapwing Vanellus vanellus 
^Very common winter visitor, common autumn passage migrant, scarcer in spring.  
 
First winter: only about 120 early on, rising to a a max. of 496 Feb 15th- 18th. As usual a sharp exit 
with just 2 left by 29th. 
Spring: after Mch 8th, just 3 records of singles: Mch 22nd, May 13th and 21st. 
Autumn: first returning/non breeding birds Jun 10th. Thereafter present daily in mainly small 
numbers. 
Second winter: 135 by mid Nov, rising to 225 mid Dec. Perhaps surprisingly numbers actually 
increased during the late Dec flooding to a max of 252.   
 
*Knot Calidris canutus 
Scarce passage migrant.. 
 
8 records of 9 birds represents an excellent year. 
2 singles spring: 1 Apr 9th, 1 29th. 
In autumn: 2 Jly 21st- 22nd, singles Jly 27th, Aug 31st, Spt 18th, 23rd - 25th, Nov 28th.   
 
 



Sanderling Calidris alba 
Passage migrant, more regular in spring.  
 
Outstanding spring: 33 birds on 6 dates May 8th - Jun 17th. 
In autumn: 2 Aug 25th, 1 Spt 13th - 16th, then up to 4 beach Oct 22nd, 26th- 31st. 
 
*Little stint Calidris minuta 
Scarce, mainly autumn, passage migrant 
 
1 record: juv. Aug 30th - Spt 3rd. PIC 
 
*Curlew sandpiper Calidris ferruginous 
Scarce, mainly autumn, passage migrant 
 
1 record: 1 27th - Jly 29th. PIC.   
 
Dunlin Calidris alpina 
^Common passage migrant, especially in spring, and scarce winter visitor 
 
Unremarkable year. 
Winter: early on incl. 23 Feb 15th- 18th(coinciding with Lapwing influx), but mainly 7-12. Later in the 
year up to 22, but usually 1-7 around Nov/Dec. 
Spring: up to 20 mid Mch but a miserable total of just 19 on 9 dates Apr. Even during the usual May 
peak numbers pretty average -- about 130 May 1st-10th. Then small numbers through to Jun 10th. 
Autumn: records in late Jun may have featured late spring migrants. Definate returning birds incl. up 
to 58 late Jly/early Aug. Thereafter up to 35, but normally single figs, daily to Spt. 
 
*Ruff Philomachus pugnax 
Scarce, mainly autumn, passage migrant. Rare winter 
 
5 records of singles: Feb 14th; Mch 12th- 17th; 1 Jun 26th. PIC ; Juv Aug 23rd; Spt 2nd. 
The Jun bird was a fantastic male complete with a full ruff. 
 *Jack snipe Lymnocryptes minimus 
Very scarce winter visitor and autumn passage migrant 
1 record: 1 Jan 18th  
 
Snipe Gallinago gallinago 
Common winter visitor and passage migrant 
 
Winter: a complete contrast. During a freezing Jan, Feb numbers never peaked beyond 30. But in 
Nov/Dec 90+ could be counted daily. And when the Moor flooded more than 100 displaced birds 
could be seen in the air at once. A min. of 140 were present Dec. 
Passage : In spring late birds May 1st and 4th. First returning bird Jul 22nd. Small numbers only Aug, 
Spt.   
 
*Woodcock Scolopax rusticola 
Very scarce autumn passage migrant and winter visitor, occasionally prone to hard weather influxes. 
 
2 records: 1 flying over at dawn in early Jan ; 1 flushed from the under cliff at Bowleaze, while 
dipping on Yellow browed warbler Oct 23rd. 
  



*N Long billed dowitcher Limnodromus scolopaceus 
Accidental  
 
A series of records all probably relating to the same two birds. Both first winters and both, therefore, 
different from the over wintering bird 2010/11: 
2 Jan 2nd - 4th, arrived with a Black tailed godwit flock. PIC ; 1, almost certainly one of the above, with 
Lapwings during freeze Feb 2nd. PIC ; 1, almost certainly the same bird, back again Mch 5th.  
After the first record back in 1977 Lodmoor has now played host to 3 birds in the last 3 years.  
 
*N Short billed dowitcher Limnodromus griseous 
Accidental 
 
1 record: moulting juv Spt 3rd - Oct 6th. PIC. 
In rarity terms blew everything else out of the water. A first for Lodmoor, Dorset, and southern 
England.  
One of the nicest things from a parochial point of view is that it was first seen by 5 of Lodmoor’s 
most regular birders -- although none of us guessed at the time at just how monumentally rare a 
dowitcher this one was. 
Lodmoor now has the unique distinction of being the only place in the Western Palearctic to play 
host to two species of dowitcher in one year.  
 
Black tailed godwit Limosa limosa 
^Fairly common passage migrant, a few usually winter. 
 
Winter: a brief influx of 72 Jan 2nd But the rest of the time just 1- 16.…lingering into Apr.  
Unusually not repeated later in the year: just 1-2 on 4 dates Nov 1st - 30th. 
Spring: 1-6 on many dates Apr 22nd - May 20th.  
Autumn: first returning bird Jun 27th, with 20 by early Jly. Notable arrivals of 72 Aug 23rd and 68 Spt 
6th but mainly 1-12.  
 
Bar tailed godwit Limosa lapponica 
Mainly spring passage migrant in variuable numbers. Much scarcer autumn. Rare winter.  
 
Outstanding spring. Great to see so many of these lovely summer plumage birds and great to see so 
many hanging around in spring for a change. 
Began with 6 Apr 29th, 30th, with more than 50 on reserve May 1st. Just 10 were left by the next day, 
with up to 7 to 19th, then 1-4 22nd - 29th and 1 Jun 3rd.  
Autumn: normal service resumed with just 1 Spt 20th - 24th, 29th. 
 
Whimbrel Numenius pheaopus 
Passage migrant, commoner in spring. 
 
Like Bar tailed godwit appeared in terrific numbers in spring. 
Spring: the first arrived unusually early Apr 8th. Then a minimum of 195 Apr 13th - May 31st, incl. 50 
May 1st. 
Autumn: as usual a more modest showing. 9 birds of 8 dates Jul 24th - Spt 22nd.   
 
 
 
 
 



Curlew Numenius arquata 
Passage migrant in usually modest numbers. Scarce winter. 
 
One of the harbinger’s of spring. And, like a number of wader species, appearing in above average 
numbers. 
Spring: singles Feb 2nd ans 5th were followed by 18 Feb 17th - May 23rd.  
Autumn: 5 singles Jun 3rd- Jly 3rd, then 7 on 6 dates Aug 20th - Nov 28th. 
 
*Spotted redshank Tringa erythropus 
Scarce autumn passage migrant, very scarce in spring  
 
Just one record but it did feature 4 spanking summer plumage birds May 1st. PIC. 
If you had only visited Lodmoor for a single day of the year the morning of May 1st would have been 
it. As well as the redshanks the area was heaving with passage waders including a total of more than 
100 Barwits and Whimbrels, as well as a summer plumage Cattle egret and 11 species of warbler.  
 
Redshank Tringa totanus 
Passage migrant. Scarce in winter. Once bred. 
 
Tantalisingly a pair were displaying May 23rd - 26th but moved on. 
Generally one of the best year’s in recent memory.  
Spring: about 33 passed through on 31 dates Feb 29th - Jun 3rd, and incl. 7 Mch 14th. 
Autumn: first returning bird Jun 20th. Then up to 6 were noted on many dates to Spt 7th, followed by 
singles 1 Oct 7th and 25th. 
Strangely, in such a good year, not a single winter record. 
 
Greenshank Tringa nebularia 
Passage migrant, more regular in autumn. Usually in only small numbers. 
 
Spring: probably 4 singles: Apr 26th; May 10th -14th; 16th,17th; 28th. 
Autumn: Singles Jly 5th and 20th. Then just 1-2 Aug 10th - 30th, and singles Spt 6th, 25th, and two very 
late records of perhaps the same bird Nov 1st and 4th. 
 
Green sandpiper Tringa ochropus       
Passage migrant, mainly in autumn, and increasingly regular winter visitor 
 
Winter: this species has only recently been recorded regularly in winter. So, up to 3 Jan 5th - Apr 16th 
was still a welcome novelty. Much more erratic late in year : 1 irregularly Oct 4th - Nov 18th and 1 
Dec 8th. 
Spring: 1 May 1st probably a genuine passage bird and a real rarity for the month of May. 
Autumn: first back Jun 30th. Then 1-4 daily late Jly/Aug, with up to 6 late Aug/early Spt. 
This species is one of a number that seems to commute between Lodmoor and Radipole. But one 
calling overhead at night over Cranford Ave Spt 7th could well have been a longer distance migrant. 
 
*Wood sandpiper Tringa glareola   
Scarce, mainly autumn, passage migrant.  
 
Really nice to see numbers of these elegant waders hanging around for so long.  
Probably a total of 4(and possibly 6) from Aug 12th, and then daily 16th - 29th. Incl. 4 together 26th. 
PIC 
 



Common sandpiper Actitis hypoleucos      
Fairly common passage migrant, most common in autumn 
 
Spring: about 8 on 10 dates, starting on Apr 12th through to May 14th and incl. 3 May 1st. 
Autumn: first back Jun 21st. Then up to 11 Jly, rising to up to 14 Aug 18th - 27th. Fell to up to 9/day by 
Spt, with 2-3 regular to 21st. 1 bird tarried until Nov 1st. 
 
Turnstone  Arenaria interpres 
Fairly common winter visitor, mainly to Preston beach. Uncommon passage migrant. 
  
Winter: poor start to the year…max of just 9 only erratically. Much better later in the year. Up to 28 
and regularly 15/20 nr daily on Preston beach from Spt/Oct to the end of the year. These birds are 
amazingly tolerant of the plagues of dog walkers that pollute the beach in winter. 
Spring: 5 Apr 30th, 1 May 3rd, 6 21st. Some of the latter group were in full summer plumage. PIC.  
Summer/autumn: 1 Jun 21st, 19 Preston beach Aug 19th, then 2 - 5 irregularly late Aug/Spt building 
up to 13 by end of month. 
 
*Arctic skua Stercorarius parasiticus    
Scarce passage migrant WB. Rare Lodmoor.  
 
3 records of 4 birds: adult went west over Cranford Ave Aug 22nd; 1 w WB 
Aug 27th; 2 w WB Aug 29th.  
The overland record is rare but not unprecedented  
 
*+D Long tailed skua Stercorarius  longicaudus      
Accidental WB        
 
I record: Juvenile west across WB Aug 27th  
If accepted this will be the 2nd record in WB, following 1 in Jly 1987. 
 
*+Great skua Catharacta skua        
Scarce visitor WB 
  
2 singles: Apr 25th, Aug 27th.    
 
Mediterranean gull Larus melanocephalus      
Common non breeding visitor, most numerous in autumn and winter. Scarce spring.  
 
Another year, another set of record breaking counts. What would once have been an exceptional 
total of 148 in the WB roost Jan 7th was eclipsed by 180 on the reserve/roost Feb 25th. 
As ever numbers then fell away sharply and at times this species was genuinely hard to catch up with 
in spring, with just 4 records Apr 1st - May 3rd, followed a complete blank until Jun 5th. 
In the autumn generally modest numbers, incl. the usual smattering of juvs.  
Biggest counts second half of year: an arrival of 55+ Aug 17th and 80+ Nov 28th. 
A number of Lodmoor’s Meds are ringed. Most of the traceable birds are from the near Continent. 
But 1 bird, in Spt had been ringed at Lake Palic in 2011. It hadn’t come quite as far as the Short billed 
dowitcher. But it may be the first time in Lodmoor’s history that you could see a bird from north 
America and from Serbia in the same day. Another bird in Spt had originally ringed in Hungary.  
 
 
 



*Little gull Larus minutus     
Scarce passage migrant and winter visitor 
 
This is normally a strangely scarce and erratic visitor so basically 5 records of 8 birds is good going: 
ad. Jan 26th. PIC ; an ad and/or a juv frequented the reserve Aug 14th, 18th, 27th and Spt 1st; Juv Spt 
20th-24th, 26th; 4 WB Spt 23rd; first winter west WB Nov 5th.  
The undoubted highlight was the unexpected arrival of the confiding Jan bird, which fed down to a 
few metres in puddles by the play area in Southdown Ave. 
 
Black headed gull Larus ridibundus      
Abundant winter, late summer and autumn visitor. Less common in spring. Has attempted breeding. 
 
Several pairs displaying/mating in spring but no breeding attempts this year. 
Flocks of up to 800 in pre roost on Lodmoor. Flocks of 6,000 in WB roost. 
Ringed birds included one from Poland.   
 
*D Ring billed gull Larus delawarensis 
Rare visitor 
 
1 record : 2nd winter Jan 31st. PIC.  
 
Common gull Larus canus 
Very common winter visitor and spring passage migrant. Very scarce in summer, uncommon in 
autumn. 
 
Most noticeable during an influx of up to 200 daily in the last week of Dec.  
Later spring birds incl. 2 Apr 30th, first summer May 3rd. First bird back Aug 7th, but as usual not 
regular until Oct. 
 
Lesser black backed gull Larus fuscus graellsii 
^Common winter visitor and passage migrant. Scarce in summer.  
 
Usual late Feb, Mch passage. Pretty poor showing in autumn, apart from 31 sw Oct 6th. 
Intermedius:  
singles Feb 18th, Mch 30th, Apr 1st, 3rd, 10th, 18th,  
 
Yellow legged gull Larus michahellis    
Uncommon, mainly late summer, visitor 
 
11 records of singles involving perhaps as few as 8 birds.  
Uncharacteristic spread of records in Jan, Mch, May, Jun, Aug, Nov. 
 
*L Iceland gull Larus glaucoides 
Rare winter visitor….once more regular  
 
1 record: first winter Jan 29th, 31st, Feb 2nd. PIC. 
 
Kittiwake Rissa tridactyla   
Uncommon to scarce WB, mainly in autumn and winter. Very scarce Lodmoor.  
 
Quite a good showing compared to the pretty poor showing in most recent years. 



6 records of 10 birds Jan 3rd - May 7th. 
More regular later in year : 8 records of nearly 50 birds from Nov 19th and incl. 30+ Dec 31st. 
 
*N Gull billed tern Sterna nilotica 
Accidental  
 
I record: 1 Jun 29th. PIC. 
Hung around long enough on west scrape long enough for most locals to catch up with. 2nd 
record(first Apr 1976). 
 
Sandwich tern Sterna sandvicensis 
Fairly common Passage migrant and non breeding summer visitor. Scarce winter. 
 
Small numbers in spring and incl. 15 Jun 9th,10th and mating 29th(although no suggestion of 
breeding). 
In autumn family parties appearing from Aug with counts of up to 17 daily into Spt. 
First Mch 24th. Last Oct 8th. 
 
*Roseate tern Sterna dougallii   
Scarce mainly spring passage migrant and summer visitor. 
 
4 records of 6 birds: 1, very pink bird, May 17th; 1, different bird, May 19th. PIC ; 1 ringed on both legs 
Jun 24th; 3 new birds Jly 4th. 
 
Arctic tern Sterna paradisaea   
Usually scarce passage migrant. A single male has over summered, and, nested, since 2009.  
 
The breeding male returned on May 10th for the 4th year running. He immediately paired up with a 
female Common tern and after much courting with sand eels had set up a scrape within inches of 
last year’s nest. On Jun 16th a chick popped out, followed by a sibling 18th. Both birds were 
assiduously fed by both parents and looked a picture of health, despite several attacks by nearby 
Common adults. 
However, both chicks vanished after Jly 3rd. Their disappearance was a mystery, although both had a 
tendency to sit on the water’s edge and may have become waterlogged. Male last reported Jul 21st. 
In autumn migrants WB Aug 29th - Spt 2nd, juv Spt 23rd, ad 26th. PICs  
of chicks and breeding pair mating. 
 
Common tern Sterna hirundo  
Very common breeding summer visitor and common passage migrant  
 
More melodrama than a Mexican soap opera. 
First birds returned Apr 11th, with 30+ prospecting tern islands by 22nd. Breeding was then seriously 
interrupted by major flooding in late Apr. Undeterred a record breaking 146 adults were squeezed 
onto the islands by May 6th. 
The first chicks appeared Jun 13th and with a plentiful supply of sand eels in WB 50 squabbling chicks 
were being fed by late Jun. Indeed the islands had become so congested there was a marked 
increase of attacks by adults on neighbouring chicks, incl. one being stabbed to death. 
Then came the floods of Jly 7th. Both islands were submerged. And despite heroic attempts by the 
RSPB’s Nick Quintrell to provide makeshift floats dozens of water logged chicks inevitably perished.  
Amazingly, however, about 30 chicks survived the trauma and were successfully fledged.  
First/second summer types: May 17th-18th, 28th, 1- 2 Jun 25th- 27th. Last Spt 25th. 



*Little tern Sterna albifrons   
Scarce spring and summer visitor. 
 
The usual flurry of spring records probably related to wanderers from Ferrybridge, although the 
early May records may have been genuine migrants: 2 Apr 21st; 6 over reserve May 1st, 9 2nd; 1 Jun 
7th; 1 WB Jun 9th; 1 Jly 26th. 
 
*Black tern Chlidonias niger 
Very scarce passage migrant 
 
 2 records of singles: summ plum ad May 3oth; 1 west WB Aug 27th. 
 
*D White winged tern Chilidonias leucopterus  
Accidental.  
 
1 record: A beautiful summer plumage adult graced the flooded Moor Jly 8th - 10th. PIC. 
It disgraced itself on its final day by coming to bread. The 7th Lodmoor record. 
 
+Guillemot Uria aalge   
Fairly common winter visitor to WB, scarce passage migrant, rare in summer  
Never as common as Razorbill, but the usual scattering of mainly singles Jan 5th - Mch 20th and again 
Nov 30th - Dec 31st. Max 3 Dec 3rd. 
 
Razorbill Alca torda 
Fairly common winter visitor to WB, uncommon passage migrant, rare in summer. Accidental 
Lodmoor. 
 
1-5 fairly regularly Jan. More unexpectedly 2 May 2nd, singles 20th, 25th, Jun 11th. 
A marked arrival late in the year. Up to 7 virtually daily from Oct 21st, rising to a max of 15 on Dec 
22nd. Many were juvs perhaps suggesting a good breeding season elsewhere.  
 
Stock dove Columba oenas 
^Breeding resident and usually uncommon autumn passage migrant 
 
At least 2 pairs bred again Horselynch/northern end. Breeding birds are increasingly present all year 
round.  
Passage: about 60 were identified in over flying Wood pigeon flocks Oct 25th - Nov 11th. 
 
Wood pigeon Coliumba palumbus 
^Abundant breeding resident and autumn passage migrant 
 
Passage: some monumental movements late Oct/Nov, incl, 25,000 Oct 27th, 9,000 Nov 5th and 3,000 
6th.  
Most were going south west/south east. 
 
Turtle dove Streptopelia turtur  
Very scarce passage migrant. 
 
1 record: 1 flew north May 15th.  
 
 



Tawny owl Strix aluco  
Resident breeder 
 
Breeding: nested in a box next to the Lorton VC. Fledged birds could be seen sat around outside in 
May. Otherwise confined to a surprisingly erratic series of records of calling birds scattered through 
the year.  
 
Barn owl Tyto alba 
Breeds locally but only a very scarce visitor to Lodmoor itself. 
 
Breeding: nested in the roof of the Lorton VC. Virtual birding, courtesy of the DWT web cam, 
revealed 4 chicks, two of which disappeared(eaten?), along with the female. The male then raised 
the remaining 2 chicks on his own. 
Best record of the year, however, was arguably a daytime bird that flew along Southdown Ridge 
from the  
east, being mercilessly mobbed, before landing in plain view, in a Holme Oak Oct 25th. A really good 
candidate for a genuine migrant. 
 
*Short eared owl Asio flammeus 
Scarce passage migrant. Occasionally winters. 
 
5 different migrants represents a good year. The Jun record was the most unexpected. None hung 
around. 
Singles as follows: Mch 26th; Jun 4th; Spt 25th; Oct 20th; Nov 6th.   
 
Cuckoo Cuculus canorus 
Uncommon spring migrant and ?breeding bird. Rare in autumn. 
 
All too often only a fleeting visitor, so -- unless you are a Reed warbler -- it was good to see long 
staying birds in spring. After 1 Apr 19th, 1-3 were present daily May 1st - 24th and Jun 1st, 3rd.  
A juvenile Spt 13th was very late by Lodmoor standards.        
 
Swift  
Common, sometimes abundant, passage migrant and summer visitor. Breeds locally.  
 
Generally quite a poor year. The exception to that general rule came Jun 4th, 5th with the arrival of an 
impressive feeding flock of 1500 - 2000 birds.  
First Apr 24th. Last Aug 25th. 
 
Kingfisher Alcedo atthis 
Post breeding visitor in late summer, autumn. Sometimes winters. Rare spring. 
 
Winter: 1 from 2011 stayed until Mch 1st. It was joined by a second on Feb 6th. At the other end of 
the year 1, perhaps 2, around from Oct 20th  
Summer/autumn: the usual post breeding dispersal began Aug 6th , with 1 - 3 regular Spt. 
 
*L Hopooe Upupa epops 
Rare visitor spring and autumn. 
 
1 record: 1 flew east, literally a few feet in front of the viewing shelter, to the amazement of 3 
startled but delighted birders May 25th.  



Green woodpecker Picus viridis 
^Breeding resident 
 
At least 1 pair bred Horselynch and probably a 2nd pair Lorton Valley end. Ever present and vocal. 
 
Great spotted woodpecker Dendrocopos major 
^Breeding resident 
 
At least 2, probably 3, pairs bred Horselynch/2MC. Also 1 Bowleaze Nov 22nd. Ever present. 
 
Skylark Alauda arvensis 
Common, mainly autumn, migrant. Sometimes winters and occasionally appears as hard weather 
migrant. Breeds locally but no longer on Lodmoor  
 
Winter: unusually a flock of up to 32 regularly frequented the back fields in Jan with a further 11 
high west 11th. Later in the year up to 5 were in Lorton Valley in Dec. 
Breeding: 1 singing regularly back fields Feb - May and may well have nested in paddocks just over 
Southdown Ridge. . 
Autumn passage: a relatively poor year. about 175 Oct 21st - Nov 15th, incl. 52 Oct 25th.  
 
Sand martin Riparia riparia 
Common passage migrant, uncommon summer.  
 
Spring: an odd year. First Mch 16th but main passage unusually late…possibly related to poor 
weather in southern Europe/north Africa. Only modest numbers all Apr with an unusually late peak 
of 200+ daily May 4th-6th, with 100+ daily to 10th and about 250 15th. Just odd records Jun, Jly. 
Autumn: very strong showing. Incl. 500+ Aug 21st and 23rd and two very late records of 2 each on Oct 
25th and 27th. May well be latest ever at Lodmoor. 
 
Swallow Hirundo rustica      
Very common passage migrant and local breeder.  
 
Spring: worst ever. Truly dire in Apr with, amazingly, none at all 8th - 11th. Only really big count all 
spring came with 1,000 May 4th. 
Autumn: better and incl. up to 10,000 gathering to roost in evening early Spt. 
First: Mch 18th. Quite early. Last: Dec 1st - 2nd. V. late. 
 
House martin Delichon urbica 
Common passage migrant and local breeder  
 
Spring: arriving later and later. First not until Apr 17th and only small numbers until 80+ early May 
and 250 15th. Still 50+ mid summer suggests local breeding. 
Autumn: incl. 1500 west Spt 19th, 1,000 27th. Last Oct 29th. In addition 2,000 hirundines were noted 
going west in an hour Oct 7th. 
 
Tree pipit Anthus trivialis 
Mainly autumn passage migrant, uncommon in spring 
 
Spring: 1 Apr 17th. 
Autumn: 11 singles Aug 23rd - Oct 6th.  
 



Meadow pipit Anthus pratensis 
Passage migrant, commonest in autumn, and winter visitor. Breeds nearby.  
 
Wintering: about 35+ in fields around Horselynch Jan-Mch and again Dec. Only 3 on reserve Dec.  
Spring: 60+ through daily Apr 5th - 7th.  
Autumn: 1 over Aug 19th but main movement from Spt 9th and incl. 500+ 19th, 400+ 22nd, 300+ 27th, 
500+ Oct 7th. 
  
Rock pipit Anthus petrosus 
Very scarce winter visitor, Preston Beach and Bowleaze.  
 
3 records of probably the same bird between Oct 21st and Nov 5th. on Preston beach. First records 
for several years. 
  
Water pipit Anthus spinoletta 
Winter visitor and scarce passage migrant, mainly in spring 
 
Distinctly average. 
Early on single(s) 12 dates Jan 12th - Mch 14th. Then 1, occasionally 2, irregularly Oct 22nd to end of 
year. Their old stamping ground at Overcombe is now very overgrown and may not be great habitat 
for them any more. 
  
Yellow wagtail Motacilla flavissima 
Passage migrant, mainly in autumn, scarce in spring 
 
Spring: 5 over Apr 13th, 1 over May 11th. 
Autumn: good by recent standards: up to 150 roosting in reed bed late Aug/early Spt and small 
numbers nr daily Aug 19th - Spt 26th.  
Grey wagtail Motacilla cinerea 
Autumn passage migrant, sometimes winters. Rare in spring. 
1 west Apr 4th . Bit better in the autumn: 1-3 nr daily Spt 11th-27th. Then 1 probable wintering bird 
erratically Oct 20th - Dec. 
  
Pied wagtail Motacilla yarrellii 
^Common local resident, common passage migrant and common winter visitor 
 
A few obvious migrant in Mch. Fledged young on reserve in Jun had clearly been bred somewhere 
nearby. 
 
Alba wagtail: 5 in spring: 1 Mch 31st, 2 Apr 7th, 1 8th - 9th, 1 May 19th. 
  
*L Waxwing Bombycilla garrulus 
Accidental 
 
1 record: a calling bird appeared from the west and flew over Brackendown Avenue before heading 
east early in the morning Nov 30th.  
There don’t appear to be any previous records for recording area. 
  
 
 
 



Wren Troglodytes troglodytes   
^Very common breeding resident 
 
Generally seemed to enjoy a good breeding season despite the hard weather earlier in year. 
A pair nested in one observer’s garden shed and were feeding young. But the nest was 
abandoned…possibly predated. 
 
Dunnock Prunella modularis 
^Abundant breeding resident 
 
Another common and garden bird that appeared to be thriving again despite one of Lodmoor’s 
harder winters followed by a very wet summer. 
  
Robin Erithacus rubecula 
^Abundant breeding resident, common autumn passage mnigrant and/or winter visitor. 
 
Breeding: judging by the number of juvs had an excellent breeding season. First fledged young May 
7th. Strikingly large number of juvs around in early Aug. 
Marked influx of immigrants Nov. 
  
*Black redstart Phoenicurus ochruros 
Scarce autumn passage migrant, very scarce in spring, occasionally winters. 
 
2 records: 2 Riviera Oct 22nd, 1 still 23rd; 1 Southdown estate Oct 24th. 
  
*Redstart Phoenicurus phoenicurus 
Scarce passage migrant 
 
4 singles, 3 in spring, 1 in autumn: Southdown Ridge Mch 31st; male Apr 14th; fem May 4th; 1 
Southdown Ridge Spt 27th. 
  
*Whinchat Saxicola rubetra 
Uncommon passage migrant, mainly in autumn 
 
Just 3 all year: 1 unspecified date in May; 2 Spt 27th. 
 
Stonechat Saxicola torquata 
^Winter visitor and passage migrant. Bred until 2005 and still breeds locally. 
 
Winter: up to 4 Jan - Mch, and again from late Oct. 
Spring; male Mch 5th could have been a migrant, along with singles Mch 10th-11th, 20th-21st, May 1st 
and and May 24th. Autumn: male Spt 4th, then a series of records that may have been migrants or 
wintering birds. 
 
Wheatear Oenanthe oenanthe 
Fairly common oassage migrant 
 
Spring: first Mch 17th. Total of about 100 on 31 dates to May 19th. Usual late Mch/early Apr peak, 
although a more unexpected surge of records in early May, incl. 20+ 4th. 
Autumn: about 50 Jly 29th- Oct 6th. 
  



*Ring ouzel Turdus torquatus 
Scarce autumn passage migrant, rare spring 
 
1 record: Male north Mch 29th . 
  
Blackbird Turdus merula 
^Abundant breeding resident, common autumn passage migrant and winter visitor 
 
In autumn arrivals incl. 60+ grounded birds late Oct/early Nov and incl. a max of 95+ Oct 25th. 
  
Fieldfare Turdus pilaris 
Uncommon autumn passage migrant and usually scarce winter visitor, prone to hard weather 
invasions. 
 
Winter: singles Lorton Valley Jan 2nd, Feb 29th.  
Autumn passage: a total of 70 through Oct 24th - Nov 28th, 54 of them in just one day Oct 24th. 
  
Song thrush Turdus philomelos  
Fairly common breeding resident, common winter visitor and autumn passage migrant.       
 
Breeding: slowly but surely increasing as a breeding bird. At least 9 pairs in Lodmoor/CP/Lorton 
Valley  areas. Pair on Beachdown still feeding young in mid Aug. 
Autumn passage: impressive: incl. 500+ over Oct 25th and 50+ grounded birds late Oct. But, unlike 
Blackbird, most seemed to move on very quickly. 
 
Redwing Turdus iliacus 
Fairly common autumn passage migrant and winter visitor, very scarce spring passage migrant  
 
Winter: about 30/40 wintering CP/2MC/Lorton Valley to Mch 9th. In Dec, however, just 3 CP and 6 
Lorton Valley. 
Autumn passage:1 Spt 23rd very early indeed. Subsequently incl. 200+ Oct 25th but passage petering 
out by mid Nov. 
 
*Mistle thrush Turdus viscivorus 
Scarce autumn passage migrant, very scarce winter visitor and local (post breeding?)wanderer  
 
5 isolated records of an erratic and unpredictable wanderer. The Jun and Dec records are particularly 
hard to explain:  
2 west Feb 20th: 2 north over Horselynch Jun 11th ; 7 north during thrush passage Nov 7th ; 1 west 
over southern end of reserve Dec 9th. 
  
Cetti's warbler Cettia cetti   
^Fairly common breeding resident  
 
Breeding: reasonable numbers singing in spring. But it’s really not clear how badly affected this 
species was(along with a number of other reed bed birds) by the flooding in late Apr and particularly 
in early Jly. Seemed to be fewer immature males singing later in year than usual.  
 
 
 
 



*Grasshopper warbler Locustella naevia   
Uncommon spring passage migrant, almost certainly breeds in some years 
 
3 reeling singles Apr 18th, 22nd, May 1st probably related to migrants.  
But 1 reeling Lorton Valley Jun 4th - 25th was a good contender for a breeding bird. 
 
Reed warbler Acrocephalus scirpaceus  
Very common breeding visitor and common passage migrant  
 
First Apr 2nd but not in numbers until mid Apr.  
Subsequently seemed to enjoy an excellent breeding season with nesting pairs everywhere. Not 
clear, however, how badly affected they may have been by Jly flooding. 
In autumn good numbers -- like Sedge -- from Aug 20th to Spt 27th. 
 
Sedge warbler Acrocephalus schoenobaenus    
Fairly common breeding visitor and common passage migrant  
 
Continuing trend towards early arrivals. First Mch 30th - Apr 3rd, with 1-2 to 14th.  
Subsequently number of nesting pairs seemed to be disappointing low. 
Marked arrival of autumn migrants late Aug. Spt. Last: Spt 27th. 
 
Lesser whitethroat Sylvia curruca  
Breeding summer visitor in small numbers, and passage migrant  
 
Spring: an excellent run of records: first Apr 19th - 20th, was followed by near daily records Apr 28th - 
May 12th. Incl. up to 4 singing/day May(incl.1 singing for several days in one observer’s garden). 
Breeding: 2 pairs northern end/Lorton Valley Jun/Jly but no sign of nesting birds this year on western 
side of reserve apart from a solitary record Jun 26th. 
Autumn: as disappointing as the spring had been exciting. Up to 3 but only irregularly Aug 14th - Spt 
13th. 
  
Whitethroat Sylvia communis 
Fairly common summer breeding visitor and passage migrant  
 
Spring; after several years of earlier and earlier arrivals it was back to a more traditional set of dates. 
First Apr 18th and only gradually increasing into May.  
Breeding: number of nesting pairs also seemed a bit down. 
Autumn; spectacularly poor. A max of 15 Aug 21st but generally amazingly few and far between. Last 
Spt 20th.  
  
Garden warbler Sylvia borin 
Mainly autumn passage migrant, scarcer in spring 
 
Spring: in common with a number of warblers a terrific showing: 1 Apr 27th, 2 28th, 1 May 1st- 2nd, I 
singing 6th. 
Autumn: not so fantastic. Just odd singles although 1 Spt 27th was a notably late record. 
  
Blackcap Sylvia atricapilla 
Breeding summer visitor, passage migrant, a few winter 
 



Breeding: singing Horse by Mch 27th where at least 2 pairs bred. Also plenty in song Lorton 
Valley/2MC by early Apr.  
Autumn: strong showing incl. 3 Nov 29th which may have been migrants(their arrival coincided with 
several new birds Portland Bill). 
Winter: at least 2 early in year and 1 Dec. 
  
*L Yellow browed warbler Phylloscopus inornatus 
Accidental 
 
1 record: heard calling in Bowleaze under cliff Oct 22nd. 
Only the 3rd genuine record. The previous two authentic records were in CP in 1990s.   
  
*L Wood warbler Phylloscopus sibilatrix  
Accidental 
 
1 record: 1 foraging in sallows in ditch between CP and car park May 1st.  
Major rarity locally. One of 11 species of warbler you could see at Lodmoor that day. 
  
Chiffchaff Phylloscopus collybita 
Common passage migrant, small numbers breed. A few winter. 
 
Breeding: at least 8 pairs apparently nested Lodmoor/northern end/2MC. 
Passage: 1 singing Mch 12th could well have been the first migrant. Subsequently 20+ daily late Mch. 
In autumn good numbers, up to 60/day late Aug/Spt. 1 singing Nov 17th may have been over 
wintering. 
Winter: at least 2, incl. a ringed bird, Lod and at least 1 2MC Jan, Feb. Good numbers Nov, Dec: at 
least 3 Lod, 3 Bowleaze and 2 2MC. 
  
Willow warbler Phylloscopus trochilus  
Common passage migrant 
 
A year that featured one of the earliest ever(Mch 17th) and, by miles, the latest ever(CP Oct 28th) 
area records. 
In between most spring migrants arrived in numbers, as usual, early Apr, with the last through by 
May 1st. Few late Jly, good numbers Aug and a few to late Spt…followed by that Oct bird. 
 
Goldcrest Regulus regulus 
Breeds in small numbers. Passage migrant and winter visitor. 
 
Breeding: at least 2 pair in territory 2MC, 1 pair in conifers by Riviera. 
Passage/wintering: early in the year there were up to 10 in 2MC with odd singles around Lodmoor. 
Later in the year a pronounced autumn passage incl. up to 20 daily Oct 20th- Nov 15th. Some clearly 
decided to stay, with up to 6 Lodmoor and around 20 2MC. 
 
*Firecrest Regulus ignicapilla 
Scarce passage migrant and winter visitor.  
 
2 records of very probably the same bird: Jan 31st, Feb 5th. None autumn. 
Some years this can be a hard bird to catch up with in the Lodmoor area -- and this was one of them. 
These doesn’t seem to be any link with good years for Goldcrest and with this species. 
 



*Spotted flycatcher Muscicapa striata  
Scarce passage migrant 
 
4 records of 5 birds including an excellent spring: 
1 Lodmoor May 4th; 1 May 5th; 1 2MC May 12th(although no suggestion of breeding); 2 Spt 25th. 
  
*Pied flycatcher Ficedula hypoleuca   
Scarce passage migrant 
 
2 records of 3 birds: 1 (Southdown Ave) Aug 18th; 2 31st.  
  
Bearded tit Panurus biamicus 
^Breeding resident, although some birds emigrate.  
 
Breeding: the small breeding population cracked on in the spring -- adults were already feeding 
fledged young by May 21st. Impossible to be precise but probably 4 pairs bred. Certainly at least 11 
juvs around in Jun.  
On Spt 27th 6 irrupted high before returning to reed bed. 
Present all year with at least 15 in Oct and a minimum of 12 still Nov, Dec . 
  
Long tailed tit Aegithalos caudatus 
^Common breeding resident. 
 
One of the area’s most enchanting birds. So good to see them apparently doing so well both as a 
breeding species and a wintering bird. Flocks of 20/30 not uncommon winter months. 
  
Blue tit  Parus caeruleus/ Great tit Parus major   
^Both very common breeding residents. 
 
Despite a wet spring and summer there were many fledged young of both species by early Jun, 
suggesting they fared pretty well despite the damp weather. 
  
*Nuthatch Sitta europaea 
Very scarce winter visitor to Lorton Valley.  
 
4 records of 1 -2 birds in 2MC Nov 17th, 25th, Dec 4th, 6th…but not thereafter. 
They obviously don’t need to come far to turn up here but Nuthatch remains a scarce and erratic 
visitor to the area -- these were the first records since 2008. 
  
Treecreeper Certhia familiaris 
^Scarce breeding resident Lorton Valley. Rare CP. Accidental Lodmoor. 
 
1 pair probably bred 2MC again where 1-2 were sporadically noted through year. 
Another in CP late autumn. 
  
Jay Garrulus glandarius 
^Scarce breeding resident, usually very scarce autumn passage migrant but occasional influxes. 
 
Breeding: nested 2MC again, where fledged young present Jun. 1-3 birds there in winter. Also up to 
3 CP late Oct, Nov. These probably accounted for a number of records, incl. a bird table first, in a 
nearby garden. 



The event of the year, however, was the best autumn passage since 2005: circa 155 over late Spt - 
Nov 17th . These were part of a national influx and incl. 76 s.w. Oct 4th.  
  
Magpie Pica pica 
^Very common breeding resident 
 
Ever present and incl. 3 freshly fledged young in one observer’s garden. 
  
Jackdaw Corvus monedula 
^Very common breeding resident , and abundant winter visitor .Uuncommon autumn passage 
migrant. 
 
Ever present. Again bred successfully in chimney pots of bungalows in Brackendown Ave.  
600+ in roost Dec. 
  
Rook Corvus frugilegus   
^Very common and winter visitor. Scarce autumn passage migrant.  
 
Ever present and incl. 4 fledged birds from nearby hanging around one observer’s garden late May. 
In Dec up to 200+ frequented fields along Southdown Ridge. The Preston Road colony appears to be 
thriving. 
  
Carrion crow Corvus corone     
^Very common breeding resident and abundant winter visitor. Uncommon autumn migrant. 
 
Ever present. Incl. 65 on main Moor Jan 29th and 250+ in fields along Southdown Ridge Nov/Dec. 
2 pairs bred round the reserve again and were responsible for predating some of the Oystercatchers’ 
eggs. 
 
Raven Corvus corax     
^Increasingly regular visitor   
 
Breeds nearby in the Bincombe/White Horse Hill area as well as Redcliff/Osmington.  
These birds probably help explain sightings of 1-3 fairly regularly overflying area year round. They 
incl. 6 Jan 23rd. and 5 north during vis migging Nov 8th.  
What’s harder to explain, unless the local breeding population has increased, is why they are so 
much more regular than they were up to 2004.  
 
Starling Sturnus vulgaris      
^Abundant resident, breeds locally. Abundant autumn and winter visitor. 
 
Bred locally and apparently very well judging by number of juvs around late spring: incl. single flock 
of 30 imms May 30th. 
Notable autumn influxes. 600+ west Oct 24th were followed by reed bed roost counts of up to 40,000 
Oct 31st, Nov 1st., incl. 1 striking albino. However, this didn’t last long. Roost was down to just 5,000 
by Nov 7th suggesting vast majority of birds were migrants and moved on pretty quickly. 
  
House sparrow Passer domesticus   
^Very common breeding resident. 
 
The Southdown Avenue colony continues to thrive...and make a constant noise. 



Chaffinch Fringilla coalebs 
^Common breeding resident, autumn passage migrant and winter visitor 
 
Ever present. Up to 55 in stubble fields Southdown Ridge Nov, Dec. 
 
Brambling Fringilla montifringilla   
Regular autumn passage migrant. Rare winter.  
 
Excellent autumn passage featured a total of 35 birds on 8 dates Oct 22nd - Nov 11th.  
Doubtless other over flying individuals were missed in the finch flocks. 
 
Greenfinch Carduelis chloris/Goldfinch Carduleis carduelis   
^ Common breeding resident, autumn passage migrant (and winter visitor?) 
 
Siskin Carduelis spinus 
Fairly common autumn passage migrant. Rare in winter and spring.   
 
Passage: the spring records are especially noteworthy: 2 east Mch 2nd, 1 west Apr 15th.  
In autumn just 19 Spt 5th - 27th, then 85 Oct 20th - Dec 2nd. Vast majority fly overs. 
 
Linnet Carduelis cannabina   
Breeding summer visitor. Common, mainly autumn, migrant , erratic but usually scarce winter visitor. 
 
Breeding: about 6/7 pairs nested again in gorse between reserve and CP. These birds are summer 
visitors only, usually arriving mid Mch and dispersing late summer/early autumn. 
Passage: in autumn settled flock on Southdown Ridge built up to 120+ in Spt. 
Winter: this species can often be virtually absent in mid winter so settled flocks of 25 back field 
Jan(at least 9 still Feb 27th), as well as 70+ Nov, Dec were appreciated. 
  
Lesser redpoll Carduelis cabaret   
Uncommon autumn passage migrant. Rare winter visitor. 
 
Exclusively confined to overhead migrants in autumn, But about 20 on 8 dates Oct 7th - Nov 28th was 
an above average showing and probably others were missed in the finch flocks. 
 
*Crossbill Loxia curvirostra     
Very scarce late summer/autumn passage migrant 
 
1 record: 1 over CP Spt 20th. 
 
Bullfinch Pyrrhula pyorrhoea   
Breeding resident. Scarce autumn passage migrant   
 
Everyone commented on the increased sightings of this delightful finch. Birds frequently noted, all 
year round, particularly on the Weymouth side of the reserve. The evidence remains circumstantial 
but apparently increasing as a breeding bird locally. Incl. a flock/family party of 8 in Nov.  
Also remains a regular breeder Horselynch/Lorton Valley area, where there were at least 3 pairs 
present. 
Passage: 3 high n.e. Oct 19th, 1 Oct 27th.   
 
 



*L Lapland bunting Calcarius lapponicus   
Very rare autumn and winter visitor 
 
 I record: 1 over Hazeldown Avenue Oct 27th….the same day as 3  
Cranes for one lucky observer 
  
Yellowhammer Emberiza citrinella   
Scarce passage migrant, local wanderer and winter visitor  
 
A total of 10 birds went over on 6 dates during vis migging Oct 24th - Nov 11th . This was fairly 
predictable.  
Much more surprising, however, were 3 records over the fields along Southdown Ridge -- perhaps 
relating to the same bird -- Mch 27th, Apr 2nd and heading towards New Look Apr 10th. 
This species breeds close by in Coombe Valley Road and elsewhere so wandering individuals don’t 
have to come far to reach the recording area. But then neither do Corn buntings and we never see 
them !  
 
Reed bunting Emberiza schoeniclus         
Breeding resident and scarce autumn passage migrant 
 
Breeding: at least 6 pairs seemed to be in territory in the reed bed. 
Winter/passage: small numbers wintered both ends of the year in the hedges around Southdown 
Ridge, the scrub between Lodmoor and the CP and around the reserve itself. These are probably 
part of the resident population dispersing a few hundred yards.  
There were several records during autumn vis mig but this year they looked suspiciously like locals 
loitering around rather than genuine migrants. 
 
ESCAPES etc 
 
Bar headed goose  
Possibly the same bird on odd dates Jan, Spt and Oct. 
 
Hooded merganser    
The resident Radipole bird demonstrated its potential for long distance vagrancy when it flew all the 
way across St. John’s and Greenhill to reach the reserve and the Overcombe Pool late Apr/May 3rd. 
 
Daragh Croxson January 2013 


