
1 

Lytchett Bay 2012 
 

Bird Report and Ringing Report  

 

Shaun  Robson 

  

 
The Bay was visited on 258 days as set out below.  
 
JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC 
17 14 23 27 24    13 23 29 30 30 15 13 

 
After two brilliant years at Lytchett, 2012 was merely “good”. Nonetheless there was 
one addition to Bay list. See Paul Morton’s account a finding the Great White Egret 
in Appendix 1. The Bay list now stands at 217. 
 
Notable rarities also included 2 Aquatic Warblers (our 4th and 5th records). Lytchett 
Bay was the only site in the UK to record more than one of this red data book 
species. After 3 records of Cattle Egret in 2007 and 2008 we had to wait until 2012 
for our 4th. This pales into insignificance compared to the 42 year wait for the second 
record of Nightingale. A singing bird in spring was my bird of the year. Bittern is 
definitely increasing, 2012 saw our 4th record and as I write in February 2013 I have 
just been made aware that we now have a 5th. Lytchett Bay’s geography means that 
some species common only a mile away can be very rare here. Ruddy Turnstone is 
one such example. A small flock in November was only the 3rd record. Egyptian 
Goose was also recorded for the 3rd time. 
 
Watching a patch over a long time period gives the observer a very clear picture of 
species occurrence patterns. It is good to see another strong list of species that are 
on the up. The following all had their best year in the last 21. Dark-bellied Brent 
Goose, Mallard, Hobby, Green Sandpiper, Swallow, Tree Pipit, Pied Wagtail, Song 
Thrush, Jay, Chaffinch, Brambling and Crossbill. In addition, Herring Gull bred for the 
first time. The site also hosted a summering Red-breasted Merganser. 
 
Five species are in real trouble at the Bay. Spotted Redshank has been declining for 
more than 10 years and reached now low point this year. After a couple of years of 
recovery Shelduck declined dramatically. Stonechat becomes ever scarcer. The 
reason for this decline is particularly puzzling given that it is not mirrored at other 
sites in the local area. Cettis Warbler is struggling to recover from recent cold winters 
and it remains to be seen if this change in fortunes can be reversed. Willow Warbler 
looks to be lost as a breeding bird, a pattern that extends other sites in southern 
England. 
 
In total 141 species were recorded. 
 
No of species seen annually at Lytchett Bay 1995 - 2012 
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Ringing 2012 
2012 was really wet, record breakingly wet. It was the wettest year for more than 100 
years and much of this fell in April and June, key months for our breeding species. 
Not surprisingly numbers of birds ringed was well down on the previous year. 
 
878 birds of 41 species were ringed. Stour Ringing Group’s focus largely switched to 
our other key migration site at Durlston CP NNR, as the autumn progressed. 
 
The highlight of the ringing year was the finding of a Lytchett Bay ringed Sedge 
Warbler in the Canary Islands. An account of this appears in Appendix 2. A very 
good number of recoveries and controls occurred during the year and these include 
a Spanish ringed Teal which was shot at Lytchett Bay and a Danish ringed Black-
headed Gull which was seen in the field. Add to that some interesting colour-ringed 
Black-tailed Godwits and some additional movements of Sedge Warbler, not to 
mention the Aquatic Warblers and we can conclude that our efforts were well 
rewarded. 
 
The Groups activities were again concentrated around the banks of the Sherford. As 
the autumn progressed we again took advantage of a weedy maize crop in the 
Stubble Field. Wagtails were again the late autumn focus at Lytchett Heath. There 
was a small amount of training activity at Sandy Close Pond. 
 
17,344 birds of 81 species have been ringed since 1983. 
  
The full details, controls, recoveries and interesting re-traps are in the systematic list. 
Appendix 3 details the individual species totals and is included at the end of the 
report. 
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Savills Land Agents gave permission to ring on land around Lytchett Heath on behalf 
of Lord Wimborne and we are very grateful for this. 
 
We are grateful to the RSPB for their support in relation to various matters 
associated with their site and look forward to working with them in 2013. 
 
I’d like to add additional thanks to Paul Morton and Nick & Jacqui Hull who put in 
considerable effort to watch the Bay this year and added significantly to the records 
in this years database. 
 

Systematic List 2012 
Species names are followed by up to 3 numbers. The first is the maximum known 
count recorded at the Bay. This now includes historical counts by observers going 
back to 1975. The middle figure (when necessary) is the max count in the period 
since 1992. The final figure is the number of years in which the species has been 
recorded since 1992. This is the year in which the current spell of comprehensive 
coverage began. 
 
The symbol which follows each species name shows the direction of travel of the 
species status at Lytchett Bay over the last 5 years. I think these are quite intuitive; 
strongly increasing, increasing, stable, declining and strongly declining. Hopefully 
this feature will enable others to compare the data from this site with experiences at 
their own site and engender some debate and understanding. 
 

Red Kite: (1 – 7) 
13th to 15th records. Three 3 spring migrants. The recent change in status of this 
species now means that it would be disappointing to have a blank year. 
 
One east over the Bay and then Sandy Close Pond, a nice addition to the garden list 
on 23rd Mar (SR, MS). One east over the Far Fields on 25th May (SR) and another at 
same site on 27th May (AB). 
 

Marsh Harrier: (6 – 20)  
Irregular visitor. Another good year. Noted on 41 dates.  
 

The roost established in 2011 continued through Jan into early Feb. Max 5 on 15th 
Jan. Only one in spring on 4th Mar. 4 records in Jun including 2 on 10th. The first of 
the autumn was on 21st Aug, 9 sightings involving at least 11 birds until end of Sep. 
Roosting recorded again from 10th Oct. Increased to a max of 3 by 17th Dec.  
 
Hen Harrier: (2 – 20)   
Irregular Visitor. Only one record this year, a grey male on 31st Dec (PM). 
 

Sparrowhawk: (3 – 21)   

Uncommon visitor. Recorded on 38 dates and in every month, well above the 
average number of annual sightings (24.9 p.a. 1992-2011). Max 3 on 23rd Oct. 
 

Common Buzzard: (15 – 21)  
The commonest raptor of the area. Breeds widely in the vicinity.  
 

Osprey: (4 – 20)  
Annual passage migrant. 2 in spring. 1 on 27th Mar and 1 on 14th Apr. Seen on 11 
dates between 27th Aug and 23rd Sep. All singles except 2 on 30th and 31st Aug. 
 

Kestrel: (3 – 21)  
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Frequently seen resident. Probably under recorded but only logged on 7 dates. 
 

Merlin: (2 – 17)  
Scarce winter visitor. A poor year with 1 on 7th Feb the only record. 
 

Hobby; (3 – 19)  
Irregular summer visitor. Another record year with 14 birds recorded on 13 dates. 
After two on 28th Apr, there were records in each month through to 19th Sep. 
 

Peregrine: (2 – 20)  
Uncommon visitor. Recorded on 15 dates. The average number of dates is 9.1 p.a. 
(1992 – 2011). None between 8th May and 16th Jul. 
 

Water Rail: (23 – 21)  
Common resident and winter visitor. Juveniles seen all around the Bay in summer. 
The 2004 breeding survey established a population estimate of more than 60 pairs in 
the Bay. 
 

Moorhen: (12 – 21)  
An uncommon resident. Scattered sightings from across the recording area, 
including pairs at Folly Pond, Far Fields and Turlin Stream.  


