Silverlake (former Warmwell Quarry/West Knighton Heath)

OS Explorer OL15
OS grid ref: SY744891

Habitat

This site was a sand and gravel quarry which was still worked until the late 2010s. Even while
operating as a quarry the area was known to be attractive to birds, with Woodlarks year-round, a large
Sand Martin breeding colony estimated at 600-700 during 1997-1999 and a good record in attracting
interesting wildfowl. It was bought by Habitat First, a family-run development company founded on the
principle of creating holiday home communities where families can holiday and explore the great
outdoors. The site has been relandscaped and homes are being built in the southern and western parts
of the site (no public access to built areas). The north-eastern part is being developed as a nature
reserve with good bridleways and footpaths through a mosaic of lakes, woodland and gorse scrub.

Species

Woodlarks are still present and while they can be extremely elusive at times, at other times they show
themselves very well. Stonechats and Dartford Warblers can often be seen and Egyptian Geese have
started to become a regular occurrence, no doubt breeding somewhere in the vicinity. In winter the
site usually attracts good numbers of Teal, Tufted Duck and Wigeon with smaller numbers of Gadwall,
Pochard and Shoveler. Goosanders fly in to roost in the evenings, when double-figures are often
counted. Rarer ducks turn up such as the Long-tailed Duck that overwintered in 2020/21 and a Green-
winged Teal at Christmas 2023. Large numbers of gulls congregate there at lunchtime, their numbers
swelling to thousands in autumn, when they can be joined by massive humbers of Canada and Greylag
Geese. Knighton Heath Wood has all the usual woodland species, often including Marsh Tit.

Timing
Timing is not critical; it can be good at any time of day, with lunchtimes and early afternoons
particularly good for gulls.



Access and accessibility

CP6 - Main car park

P1 - parking place on bend in lane (3 or 4 cars only)

P2 - parking place at start of west side bridleway (3 cars only)

P4 - roadside parking by level crossing (limited access to site)

Blue and red dotted lines are public bridleways and footpaths (some permissive)
NOTE: No public access to Heath Pond, Sand Martin Lake, Woodlark Heath etc.

Main access point at northeast corner: The site is best reached from the large car park (CP6), off
the Crossways — West Stafford Road with a DDAS sign. This is next to the east and south lakes, which
will remain undisturbed by housing. From here, either follow the path to the lookout at Pylon B,
watching for Woodlarks and Dartford Warblers along the way, then carry on to more lookouts at Pylon
C and into Knighton Heath Wood. At the wood either go through diagonally to walk the causeway
between west and middle lakes, or carry on along the southern edge of the wood to view West Lake




from its southern side. These paths are reasonably accessible but the lookouts involve some climbing
or mud (or both). Or go westwards from the car park along the northern edge of East Lake to another
lookout, and carry on westwards to P1. This route can be extremely muddy after rain.

Alternatively the gateway parking place (P1) at SY744891 is convenient for viewing the west lake,
which is currently a haven for wildfowl but which will be developed for housing. Although there is a
gate behind the parking place, it is very rarely opened and all the regular dog-walkers and birders park
in front of it. If there is no space here or at P2 there are various pull-ins further back along the
approach lane. There is no parking beyond the parking place, the road just goes to private housing.
From here follow the broad bridleway track between the lakes to Knighton Heath Wood. This track is
gravelled and (unless flooded) should be negotiable by bike, child’s buggy or ‘tramper’ mobility
scooter. From the northwest corner of Knighton Heath Wood there are permissive paths or bridleways
in each direction; most people favour going clockwise round the north and east sides of the wood to
reach the RAF memorial in the southeast corner at SY749884. The bridleways are mobility-accessible
in summer but can get muddy in winter. From the memorial take the gravelled bridleway track to view
the eastern lake and the Sand Martin colony (if there, they aren’t every year); this is mobility-
accessible.

‘West bank’ bridleway: A walk along the Hardy Way bridleway (not gravelled, muddy in winter) that
runs south from the approach lane at SY741891 can be worthwhile in spring, summer and autumn. A
small car park (P2) is off the lane, but can be very muddy in winter. The hedges and flowery verges
are pretty in spring and are attractive to warblers, usually including Garden Warbler and Lesser
Whitethroat, and there is a small viewpoint for the western lake. For a longer walk, continue along the
bridleway through gorse scrub and past a field with a ruined barn, then turn left to skirt private
Silverlake woodland and carry on, inspecting two small ponds on your left, eventually dropping down
to Warmwell Cress Beds, where Swallows and Grey and Pied Wagtails nest.

This route is not recommended for people with reduced mobility.

CALENDAR

All year: Green and Great Spotted April - July: Sand Martin, Garden Warbler,
Woodpeckers, Tufted Duck, Canada Goose, Lesser Whitethroat, migrating waders.
Egyptian Goose, Stock Dove, Peregrine, Raven,

Nuthatch, Treecreeper, Woodlark, Skylark, August - October: Large numbers and geese
Stonechat, Dartford Warbler. and gulls, migrating waders.

November - March: Gadwall, Shoveler, Teal,
Wigeon, Goosander, Lapwing, Common Gull and
many other gulls.

Other wildlife interest: Good displays of Bluebells in woods and roadsides, Coltsfoot on
disturbed ground, Wild Strawberries in verges, massive ancient Beech trees, some with WW2 bark
graffiti. Sika Deer, Foxes, Brown Hares seen frequently. Pools set aside and created for Great
Crested Newts (no public access at present). Grayling and Silver-washed Fritillary butterflies.
Dragonflies and damselflies could repay attention!




Long-tailed Duck on middle lake; view from northwest corner of K[lighton Heath Wood
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