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From the Editor - Marcus Lawson

It was always going to be hard to beat the sheer number and quality of rare birds
seen in Dorset in 2017 but 2018 kicked off in style when an adult Ross’s Gull
delighted and frustrated observers in equal measures in the Weymouth area for
a couple of weeks in late February and early March. This charismatic gull of the
Arctic has only previously been recorded twice in Dorset, in 1967 and 1974. The
latter was a well observed first-summer bird in Christchurch Harbour from 16th
June to 20th August. However, the adult in Portland Harbour on 13th August
1967 has for some time been considered perhaps not up to modern standards of
acceptance. As such, | will ask the British Birds Rarities Committee for any
details they have on this record and instigate a review. If you have any
information regarding this record please could you email me on

recorder@dorsetbirds.org.uk

The 31st AGM of the DBC was held in the Allendale Community Centre in
Wimborne on the 13th of March. Attendance was a reasonable 34 members and
we were treated to a talk by Paul Morton entitled “A Milestone for Birds of Poole
Harbour” covering the opening of the new HQ on Poole Quay in addition to the
Osprey translocation project. Please find below my speech given in my capacity
as Chairman:

“It's been another busy year for the club and I'm pleased to report that several
initiatives have been put in place which will help raise the profile and perception
of the club. One of these is the formation of the Conservation and Surveys
Committee, chaired by Shaun Robson and consisting of representatives from
Dorset Wildlife Trust, RSPB, Natural England, Dorset County Council, Dorset
Bird Club and a BTO rep when the next Dorset one is appointed. This committee
will focus on surveys in the county and with the knowledge and influence the
members have they will also be able to help provide guidance on planning
applications amongst other things.

We’ve also put into place an Editorial Sub-Committee which will help lighten the
load of the Annual Bird Report editor. The three members will add some
additional colour to the species accounts for the DBR as well as first stage
editing to standardise text. The 2016 DBR is progressing well and publication
should be in late spring.

Peter Moore has kindly agreed to take on the role of Photographic Editor for the
Annual Report relieving me of another task. My thanks go to him.

BirdTrack is still the preferred method via which the club would like to receive
records although we are grateful for all your records no matter how they are
sent.

We have recruited more people to help update the daily sightings blog and | am
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very grateful to all of them for giving up their time in the evenings to undertake
this task.

Shaun Robson has once again been very thorough in compiling the data for the
British Birds Rare Breeding Bird Panel and Dorset is now one of the first
counties to submit totals as opposed to submitting none previously.

Richard Charman put together another very comprehensive and varied Walks
programme for the past year, which | am most grateful for. Having been a little
despondent at the previous AGM with the low numbers attending these walks |
can report that we are now seeing a general increase, even in poor weather
conditions!

Social Media has no doubt played a part in this increase and the Bird Club’s
Twitter account now has 1,700 followers and whilst it would be nice for a large
percentage of these to become members it is unrealistic as many are out of
county. The Bird Club’s Facebook group has started to generate more interest
and there are now around 150 members.

It is hoped that another Dorset Bird Club conference will be organised for early
2019. There are a limited number of suitable venues and whilst Bournemouth
University was excellent we feel that perhaps somewhere further west in the
county would be well received. The Thomas Hardye School in Dorchester
apparently has similar capabilities to that of Bournemouth University, but any
other suggestions would be welcomed.

After 11 years Diana Dyer has decided to step down as the Membership
Secretary. I'm sure | speak for all of us in thanking her for the contribution she
has made to the Bird Club. We are very fortunate in that we have a ready
replacement for Diana in Richard Charman.

I would like to thank Geoff Upton once again for his continued data-entry help
which has meant that thousands of records each year are now archived in
BirdTrack which may otherwise have been lost.

The Club has received several requests for financial help through the
Conservation Fund. These include surveying feeding Nightjar in the Canford
Heath area, habitat improvement in Christchurch Harbour and the continued
involvement for the Bournemouth Peregrine webcam.

Articles for the newsletter and papers for the Annual Report are always well
received so if you have anything which you feel may be suitable please could
you forward them fo admin@dorsetbirds.org.uk for possible inclusion.

Thank you for attending and for your continued support. | would welcome your
thoughts or suggestions on how you believe we can make the Bird Club better.”
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RARE BREEDING BIRDS IN DORSET - SHAUN ROBSON

The Dorset Bird Club fulfils many important functions, one which has perhaps
been overlooked in recent years is making a contribution to the surveying and
recording of rare breeding birds. Dorset birders frequently demonstrate a
passion and commitment to the protection and conservation of birds and
habitats which go far beyond the simple visual and audible enjoyment of
Dorset’s birds. We all know that the pressure on habitats and wider ecosystems
through climate change is having an impact on the breeding birds of Dorset. We
can observe the changes with our own senses. In order to respond to these
changes, conservation organisations both local and national need data to
inform their actions. During the period of austerity the funding of formal
monitoring has decreased considerably, as a consequence national surveys of
some of our most vulnerable species are no longer funded and do not happen.

The big picture on rare breeding birds in the UK is maintained by the Rare
Breeding Birds Panel (RBBP). The Panel covers the United Kingdom and is
funded by the Joint Nature Conservation Committee and the RSPB. Additional
funding is supplied by the BTO. The Panel tries to source as much information
as possible from all parts of the UK. 69% of data comes from the County
Recorder network linked to bird clubs. Other sources include Schedule 1
licence holders, raptor study groups and the Nest Records Scheme. County
Recorders are encouraged by the Panel to collate data for their area — liaising
with other bodies such as BTO, RSPB, BirdTrack etc and of course, to
encourage birdwatchers to submit their records.

It is RBBP policy to make data available for relevant conservation uses, with
appropriate controls. In any one year it is typical that data is requested for
around 40 species on the list. The national reports are available online http://
rbbp.org.uk/rbbp-reports.htm One of the key roles of the RBBP is to inform
conservation decision-making and action. The data forms an important part of
the Birds of Conservation Concern review. This review relies on the availability
of robust estimates of various aspects of species status, such as trends in
population and range, population size, the proportion of the population at
important sites, the proportion of the international population occurring in the
UK and more.

The Dorset Bird Club takes the lead for collating this data in our county.
Detailed information is submitted to the RBBP database and summary data is
published in the Dorset Bird report with necessary caveats relating to site
confidentiality. For the last year | have been helping the club improve the
Dorset’s contribution to the national dataset. Marcus Lawson and | recently met
with the Panel’s chair, Mark Holling and the County Recorders from across the
South West. It was clear that Dorset’s contribution was widely appreciated and
improving, yet it was also clear that some important species are significantly
under recorded.



In order to address this we have formed a group of representatives from
organisations across Dorset to try and maximise the amount of data that we
collect. Representatives from RSPB, Dorset Wildlife Trust, Local Government
environment teams, Natural England and the Dorset Bird Club have all agreed
to encourage and maximise recording within their organisations through their
staff and volunteers.

Dorset does currently have an important vacancy — that of BTO representative,
this person would be a member of the above group. Any volunteers?

That leaves one other significant group of people who might not be part of
these networks...Bird Club Members. Members who are not otherwise linked
into BTO surveys, Bird Track etc. Some of these are the people with the most
knowledge, the best expertise and the greatest enthusiasm. Yet our experience
often confirms that the knowledge and data held by some active birders fails to
make it to the places where it can have the biggest benefit for conservation.

This is where Dorset's RBBP group can hopefully help. We want to work with
the Club’'s members both individually and collectively to encourage the
reporting and recording of rare breeding birds. Hopefully the extreme winter
weather is now behind us and we can look forward to a good spring. What
impact did the “Beast from the East” have on our vulnerable populations of
Dartford and Cetti's Warbler?

Hopefully, having reached this point you are still interested. Perhaps you're
curious as to how you can help? If you are, | am here to help.

Set out below is a list of the species covered by RBBP, including those which
do not currently breed in Dorset. This spring we would be especially grateful if
Members could make an extra effort to observe and record breeding evidence
of these species. The RBBP website contains excellent information on survey
techniques for each species. We would welcome all records submitted on Bird
Track (with breeding evidence codes completed) or if you do not use that
system a personal email to myself providing the following details would be find
— Species Name, Site Name, Grid Reference, Breeding evidence (number of
singing males, adults carrying food to nest, fledged young seen etc etc). We
are aware that some species are especially vulnerable to disturbance and
observers may be anxious about the information becoming known to the wider
community. The RBBP and the Bird Club are sensitive to this and can assure
that where necessary information is managed with the strictest confidence.

Hopefully this information will encourage all club members to do all that they
can to %ather breeding evidence of the species’ on the list, whether this be on
your patch or elsewhere. Our rare breeding birds need your help to ensure that
they gain the conservation management and protection that they require to
sustain and maybe even grow their populations.

Shaun Robson
Dorset Bird Club — Rare Breeding Bird Panel Co-ordinator

shaun.narwhal@btinternet.com
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Species
Eurasian Wigeon
Pintail

Garganey
Shoveler

Common Pochard
Common Quail
Eurasian Bittern
Little Egret
Eurasian Spoonbill
Honey Buzzard

Marsh Harrier

Montagu's Harrier
Northern Goshawk

Osprey

Water Rail
Spotted Crake
Common Crane
Stone-curlew
Avocet

Little Ringed Plover

Little Tern
Roseate Tern

Mediterranean Gull
Yellow-legged Gull

Long-eared Owl
Short-eared Owl

What we need to know? Minimum info.

(6GR = Six-figure Grid reference)

All breeding season records

All breeding season records

Breeding season presence, Record 1st and last date
Breeding season presence, no of chicks etc. Record
1st and last date

Breeding season presence, No of pairs, no of chicks.
Breeding season presence. Record 1st and last dates.
First and last dates of booming, any other supporting
information.

Estimated number of pairs at colony. Anything
additional is a bonus.

Any breeding season records where breeding
behaviour is exhibited.

Breeding season presence. Any detail welcome.
Record 1st and last date. 6GR.

Presence of pair during breeding season plus any
additional information. 6GR.

All records.

Display of male, presence of pair during breeding
season plus any additional information. 6GR.
Breeding season presence plus any additional
information. First & last breeding season dates. 6GR.
No. of singing males.

All records.

All records.

All records.

Breeding season presence. Display of male. Any
additional info to confirm breeding.

Breeding season presence. Display of male. Any
additional info to confirm breeding.

Only known site is Chesil Beach, this is fully surveyed.
Breeding season presence plus any additional
information. First and last breeding season dates.
Any information relating to likely/confirmed breeding.
Only known site is lingering pair at Brownsea, please
ensure that this is surveyed.

All records

Lesser Sp. Woodpecker Singing males, breeding season presence. Any

Merlin
Hobby

Peregrine Falcon

additional info.

Presence of pair during breeding season plus any
additional information. 6GR.
Presence of pair during breeding season plus any
additional information. 6GR.



Golden Oriole All records

Woodlark Records and no. of singing males in breeding season.

Firecrest Records and no. of singing males in breeding season.

Willow Tit All records

Bearded Tit Presence during breeding season. Date and number of
groups of juveniles.

Cetti's Warbler Records and no. of singing males in breeding season.

Dartford Warbler Records and no. of singing males in breeding season.

Savi's Warbler All records

Marsh Warbler All records

Black Redstart All breeding season records.

Hawfinch All breeding season records.

Cirl Bunting All records.

Over a third of the membership now receive this newsletter via email as a pdf
file. This saves the club money on printing costs & postage and you benefit by
receiving it sooner than by post. The photo quality is far superior and are all in
colour plus you are able to click on the links rather than type them in
manually. If you would like to receive a pdf copy of the newsletter then let me
know by email admin@dorsetbirds.org.uk Please also specify if you would like
to receive it as a 3mb file (higher resolution) or 1mb file (still ok but photos not
as sharp).

DORSET HIGHLIGHTS-
NOVEMBER TO FEBRUARY INCLUSIVE

The majority of the following records have been taken from the Dorset Bird Club
sightings page http:/dorsetbirds.blogspot.co.uk/ and inclusion here does not
constitute acceptance by the relevant rarity panel. This is not an exhaustive list &
if you notice any errors or omissions please send them via email to
admin@dorsetbirds.org.uk

If you were lucky enough to find a description species for the county please
submit details as soon as possible after the sighting to
recorder@dorsetbirds.org.uk

WILDFOWL

Bewick’s Swan 2 at Warmwell GPs 14th January.

Pink-footed Goose One was at East Holme from 10th-15th November.
Barnacle Goose 11 were at Rodden Hive on 4th November. In December 22
birds were at Abbotsbury Swannery on 10th whilst 21 birds were at Rodden Hive
24th,
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Brent Goose The best count was 2,120 on the 1st November at Ferrybridge.
Pale-bellied Brent Goose 8 at Ferrybridge on 3rd November rising to 11 on
17th December. A single was seen in The Fleet area 12th/15th/27th February.
Black Brant 2 birds were noted 2nd/3rd of November 1 at Ferrybridge & 1 at
Lynch Cove. The bird at Ferrybridge remained throughout November. A single
seen through the month of December at several locations, mainly on The Fleet,
was presumably the same bird. A single was recorded in the Arne RSPB area
from 12th-22nd and a single was on The Fleet 28t/29th January. In February a
single was at several sites on The Fleet 2nd to 15t whilst a single appeared in
Poole Harbour 16th/17th/21st February.

Wigeon 2,500 were recorded in Holes Bay 20t December.

Egyptian Goose in January 6 & 2 were at East Stoke and Knighton Heath on 5t
then 9 at Holmebridge on 11th and 2 in the Frome Valley 19th. 2 at Bockhampton
4th and 1 on Lytchett Fields RSPB 19t February.

Mandarin Duck 2 W past Portland Bill (1st site record) 6" November. A single
drake at Longham Lakes 27t February.

Scaup The best count for November was 6 at Abbotsbury Swannery with 7 the
peak count there in December (10th). Birds were at Abbotsbury Swannery,
Lodmoor RSPB and Poole Harbour with maximum counts of 7, 4 & 4
respectively during January. 6 birds were at Abbotsbury Swannery 2nd to 9th,
reducing to 3 16t to 26t then 1 27th/28th February.

Eider 2 were off Mudeford Quay 2" and 1 past Chesil Cove 30t December. A
single was off Hengistbury Head 11th, a single in Portland Harbour 12th/ 13th/ 20th
and 2 were at Mudeford Quay 26t January.

Long-tailed Duck a single was in Lynch Cove on 26t January and then on The
Fleet throughout February.

Common Scoter The 27t November had the best count of 35 off Hengistbury
Head. The highest counts in December were on the 15t with 30 birds off
Hengistbury Head and 11 past Portland Bill 20th.

Velvet Scoter An immature female was noted on the 1st and 8t November in
Poole Harbour. On the 1st of December 2 past Hengistbury Head and 3 were in
Weymouth Bay. 1 past Portland Bill 16t and a single was recorded in Poole
Harbour 17th/22nd/28th December. An immature female remained in Poole
Harbour right through January. February had an immature drake seen in Poole
Harbour on 4th/9th & 20th,

Goosander 6 was the highest number seen in November at RSPB Lodmoor
15th. Birds were seen at several sites during December, best count was 7 on 3rd
in Portland Harbour. 4 redheads were at Sturminster Marshall GP on 28th
December. Birds were recorded at Ferrybridge/Portland Harbour and
Sturminster Marshall GP during January. 5 recorded at Warmwell GPs on 21st
February.

GALLIFORMES to HERONS

Red-throated Diver Birds were logged past Christchurch Harbour, Durlston CP
and East Bexington through November. In December high counts of passing
birds were 32 past Hengistbury Head 2nd, 21 past Christchurch Harbour 9t and
42 past Portland Bill 16th. A single was in Poole Harbour 10th December. 9 birds
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were noted off Hengistbury Head 2nd/3rd January. Birds seen passing Portland Bill
between 11t/20th numbered 16 and a single was in Studland Bay 30t January.
Birds noted passing Durlston CP, Hengistbury Head, Portland Bill and West
Bexington in February.

Black-throated Diver Birds passed Christchurch Harbour and Durlston CP from
15th-23rd November. Birds were in Portland Harbour throughout December with a
maximum count of 4 on 17, birds flew past Christchurch Harbour/Hengistbury
Head and Portland through December. In January 1&2s were in Portland
Harbour and Poole Harbour through the month with singles past Ferrybridge 7th
& 14t Mudeford Quay 5t and 3 past Hengistbury Head 9th. Singles in Poole
Harbour 2nd, Portland Harbour 3 and past Durlston CP 21st February.

Great Northern Diver in November max of 3 in Portland Harbour on 25t, max 4
on 14t in Weymouth Bay. Best counts in December were 8 Weymouth Bay 2nd,
7 Portland Harbour 19th and 4 Ferrybridge and 4 Poole Harbour 28, In January,
best counts being 14 Portland Harbour 1st and 9 Poole Harbour 8th. Recorded in
Poole Harbour, Portland Harbour and Weymouth Bay in February best count 5 in
Poole Harbour 4th.

Slavonian Grebe Singles at Tidmoor Cove, The Fleet 4th, Poole Harbour 12th,
Weymouth Bay 30th, RSPB Arne 31st and 3 Poole Harbour 28t December. Birds
were recorded throughout January mainly as singles in Poole Harbour, Portland
Harbour, Studland Bay, Weymouth Bay plus counts of up to 4 Cutcleaves Cove
7th and Lynch Cove 26t. Similar pattern to January in February with a best count
of 4 The Fleet 2nd.

Black-necked Grebe Maximum counts for November were Studland Bay 11 on
8th, Portland Harbour 8 on 14t and Poole Harbour 13 on 24th.Best counts for
December were 20 Portland Harbour 4th, 19 Studland Bay 17t and 19 Poole
Harbour 20th. The prominent sites in January were Poole and Portland Harbours
with best counts of 21 Poole Harbour 1st and 19 Portland Harbour 12th. In
February Poole & Portland Harbours best counts were 14 on 16t & 23 on 2nd
respectively.

Red-necked Grebe Singles at Hengistbury Head 2nd, Weymouth Bay 9th/15th,
Newton’s Cove 10th and Portland Harbour from 14th December. Singles were
noted in Portland Harbour 1st, Weymouth Bay 6th/8th/14th/20th and Poole Harbour
21s4Y28th January. 2 in Weymouth Bay on 19t February.

Manx Shearwater Singles past Portland Bill 10th, Church Ope Cove 29t and
East Cliff, Bournemouth 31st December. 1 past Durlston CP 14t February.
Sooty Shearwater One past Portland Bill 29t December.

Bittern Radipole Lake RSPB logged 1 1st/2nd and 2 5t and Arne Moors RSPB
held 1 26t November. Singles at Lodmoor RSPB 2nd/16th and Middlebere Lake
13th December. Singles were at Radipole Lake RSPB 2nd/15th/23rd, Lodmoor
RSPB and Swineham during January. Singles recorded at Lodmoor RSPB &
Radipole Lake RSPB through February.

Great White Egret Singles were noted at Avon Causeway, Brownsea Lagoon,
Christchurch Harbour, Creekmoor, RSPB Lodmoor, Longham Lakes,
Middlebere, Ower Bay, RSPB Radipole Lake, Stanpit Marsh and Studland during
November. Singles were at several sites during December with best counts of 3
RSPB Arne 4t and 2 Longham Lakes 30t. January again recorded 1&2s at
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several sites. Singles through February at several sites.

Cattle Egret 2 birds were at Abbotsbury Swannery, with singles noted at
Chilcombe, Lytchett Bay, RSPB Lodmoor, RSPB Radipole Lake and Wareham
Channel in November. A single was at Chilcombe 1st and 5 birds split time
between Abbotsbury Swannery and Portesham 4th to 10th December. A single
was at West Knighton daily 5th-11th January. 4 west of Portesham was the best
count during February with singles at Abbotsbury Swannery, Bridport and
Radipole RSPB.

Spoonbill Maximum counts for November were 50 Shipstal Point 3rd, 25
Lytchett Bay 12t and 47 Brownsea Lagoon 18th. Best counts in December were
23 Brownsea Lagoon 6% and 30 RSPB Arne 28th. Birds present at several sites
in January with peak count of 29 Arne RSPB on 1st. Birds recorded at several
sites in February with a best count of 30 Shipstal Point on 7th,

RAPTORS TO COOT

Marsh Harrier best counts were 5 in Poole Harbour and 5 Lodmoor RSPB in
December.

Hen Harrier Singles were noted in the Poole Harbour area through November.
A single was at West Bexington 3 and a single male was at Wyke Down 16th
November. Most sightings were in the Poole Harbour area with the best count
of 4, including an adult male, on 27th December. A ringtail was at West
Bexington 2nd and an adult male was at Rampisham Down 6t December. In
January a maximum count of 4 was in Poole Harbour on 4th. During February 6
were in the Poole Harbour area.

Red Kite Singles over Studland 21st and Upcerne 24th December. Singles were
over Sherborne 1st, Bryanston Cliff Wood 25t and 2 were over lwerne Minster
5th January. Singles over 8 sites during February.

Goshawk A single in Poole Harbour 21st January.

Merlin A single was noted around Poole Harbour from the 3rd to 29t November.
Singles were recorded at Durlston CP, Eggardon Hill, Lytchett Bay,
Martinstown, Milborne St.Andrew, The Fleet and Portland also in November.
Singles were at Lytchett Bay 2nd/9th, Poole Harbour 20t and Durlston CP,
Hartland Moor 27t December. Singles were seen at six sites with 2s at Chesil
Beach and Poole Harbour in January. Singles recorded in the Poole Harbour
area several dates in February.

Common Crane 3 were over Thornhill Stalbridge 26t January.

WADERS

Avocet A count of 750 birds were logged at Wytch Lake 12t November.
Golden Plover Counts of 200 at Eggardon Hill 7th, 1,000 at Maiden Castle 14th
and 250 at Milborne St. Andrew 25t were recorded in November. Maiden
Castle held 1,000 7th, Rainbow Farm Dorchester 1,000 12th, Coward’s Marsh 1
on 21st and Milborne St. Andrew held 25 on 26t January. Burton Bradstock had
a best count of 200+ on 28t February.

Whimbrel A single at Brownsea Lagoon 27t November.



Bar-tailed Godwit Best count was 87 at Sandbanks 11t January.

Knot A single at Stanpit Marsh 25t and 2 at Brownsea Lagoon 27t November.
14 in Brownsea Lagoon 13th December. A single at Coward’s Marsh 21st/24th
January.

Ruff Birds were noted at Lodmoor RSPB, Lytchett Fields RSPB and Stanpit
Marsh during November. Best count of 5 was at Lodmoor RSPB 2nd and 28th.
Lodmoor RSPB held birds through December with 6 the best count on 15th,
Birds right through January & February at Lodmoor RSPB with a maximum
count of 5.

Stilt Sandpiper the long-staying first winter was at Middlebere until the 2nd
November and then relocated to Brownsea Lagoon from 24t November until
28th December. It then took up residence on Coward’s Marsh and Stanpit from
12th January until end February.

Stilt Sandpiper
Brownsea Lagoon
Mike Buckland

Purple Sandpiper Best counts were 10 Lyme Regis

Cobb 6t and 11 Christchurch Harbour 10t November. In December peak
counts were 14 Lyme Regis 8th and 12 Portland Bill 14th. Best counts for
February were 15 Lyme Regis and 13 Portland Bill 21st.

Little Stint 2 birds were at Lodmoor RSPB 1st/2nd dropping to 1 on the 4th and a
single was at Brownsea Lagoon 25t November.

Grey Phalarope A single bird was at Abbotsbury Swannery 19t November.
Spotted Sandpiper One remained at Abbotsbury Swannery until 12th
November.

Green Sandpiper Peak count of 4 birds at Lytchett Fields RSPB 18th
November.

Spotted Redshank Best count of 15 in Brownsea Lagoon 8t November. 6 on
Brownsea Lagoon 6t December and 4 at Middlebere 15t February.
Greenshank 15 on Brownsea Lagoon 27t November was the highest count for
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the period under review.

Lesser Yellowlegs Remained at Lodmoor RSPB throughout November then
until 28th December.

Jack Snipe Singles recorded at Lytchett Fields RSPB 1st, Stanpit Marsh 14t
and Christchurch Harbour 19th in November. 2 at Bere Regis CBs 8, 1 at
Abbotsbury Swannery 21st and 1 at Lytchett Fields RSPB 22nd January. 1 in
Christchurch Harbour 12th February.

SKUAS TO TERNS

Great Skua 2 w past Durlston CP 4th and a single past Portland Bill 7t in
November. Singles past Portland Bill 15th, 29th and 31st December.

Arctic Skua A single off Mudeford Quay 14t December.

Pomarine Skua A single in Weymouth Bay 1st January. 1 past Durlston CP 12t
February.

Bonaparte’s Gull A single 2w bird at Lodmoor RSPB 24th November. One in
Lulworth Cove 1st December. 1 Radipole Lake RSPB 3rd January.

Little Gull A single at Portland 17th December. Singles in Poole Harbour 10t &
21st January. A single at West Bexington 23rd February.

ROSS’S GULL An adult first seen at Ferrybridge on 21st February was refound
later that day at Lodmoor RSPB. It remained for the rest of the month spending
time at Bowleaze Cove, Ferrybridge, Lodmoor RSPB and Radipole Lake RSPB.
1974 was the last time Dorset recorded this species, a first summer bird 16t
June — 20t August at Christchurch Harbour.

Mediterranean Gull 300 were at Radipole Lake RSPB 17t November. 335
were in Weymouth Bay 10t February.

Ring-billed Gull A single 3w bird at Radipole Lake RSPB 18t November. The
regular Blashford Lakes roosting adult was picked up flying over Alderholt on
18t February.

Ring-billed Gull
Radipole Lake
RSPB

Brett Spencer




Hen Harrier
Arne RSPB
Tony Minvalla

Glaucous Gull 1 at Abbottsbury 13th December. 1 at Abbotsbury Swannery
29t/30th January. Singles were noted at Abbotsbury Swannery, Lodmoor RSPB
and West Bexington from the 12th to the end of February.

Glaucous Gull
Lodmoor RSPB
Peter Moore

Iceland Gull Singles at Portland Bill 26t and Chesil Cove 29th December.
Singles at Chesil Cove 4th, Ferrybridge and Portland Bill 7th, Arne RSPB 23rd
and Wyke Regis 25! January. A single at Stanpit Marsh 16t February.
Kumlien’s Gull 1 juv Radipole Lake RSPB 13t February.

THAYER’S GULL The juvenile was seen flying over Alderholt on its commute
from north Hampshire to its roost at Blashford Lakes on 18t February.
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Caspian Gull a single 1w in the Wareham Channel 7t and a single colour-
ringed 1w at Radipole Lake RSPB 20t November. 1 at Mudeford Quay 17t and
1 ad off Poole Quay 30t January. A 1w was in Weymouth Bay 12t | a 1w was at
Radipole Lake RSPB 25t/26th and a 2w was over Alderholt 18th February.
Yellow-legged Gull singles recorded at Brownsea Lagoon 8th, Mudeford Quay
18t and Radipole Lake RSPB 20t November. A single at Mudeford Quay 23rd
December. 1 Poole Harbour 13t January. 1 in Holes Bay 12th and 2 over
Alderholt 18t February.

Sandwich Tern Best count for November was 6 birds at Christchurch Harbour
on 20th, Highest count for December 7 in the Poole Harbour area 18t. Singles
in Christchurch Harbour 314, Poole Harbour 19t & 21st and 2 Poole Harbour 13t
January. Birds were recorded in the Christchurch and Poole Harbour areas in
February with a peak count of 5 in the latter on 12th,

AUKS TO WOODPECKERS

Little Auk One past Portland Bill 11th November.

Black Guillemot 1 off Portland Bill 6t January.

Short-eared Owl 1 at Eggardon Hill Fort 8t and birds recorded on Portland
with a maximum count of 6 on 14th January. Best count was 4 at Portland Bill
during February.

Lesser Spotted Woodpecker Singles at Middlebere 12th and Sherford Bridge
13t January. Singles at Oakers Wood 15t, Canford Heath and Swanage 17t
February.

Wryneck A single at Dorchester Cemetery 2nd/3rd November.

LARKS TO WHEATEARS

Swallow Two at Durlston CP 1st/5th November. Singles at Winspit 10th, Durlston
CP 17t St Aldhelm’s Head 19th and Radipole Lake RSPB 22nd November. Late
singles at Boscombe Pier 8th and Hengistbury Head 9th December.

Rock Pipit 45 at Church Ope, Portland 22nd December.

Water Pipit Best count was 5 at Lytchett Fields RSPB 16t November. 2/3 at
Overcombe Pool 1st and 13t respectively with singles at several other sites
during November. A single was ringed at Lytchett Bay 314 November. 5 at
Lytchett Fields RSPB 2nd, 6 at Cowards Marsh 21st and 3/4 at Wytch Causeway
28th were the best counts with singles at Radipole Lake RSPB 4th and Holton
Lee 6th in December. Two at Christchurch Harbour 9th/13th, Lodmoor RSPB
14th/17t, Lytchett Bay 18, Waddock CBs 21st and singles at Lodmoor RSPB,
Lytchett Fields RSPB and Stanpit Marsh during January. Arne RSPB, The Fleet,
Lytchett Fields RSPB and Stanpit Marsh all recorded birds in February.

Black Redstart A good number of sightings, mainly singles during November,
with a best count of 3 at Hengistbury Head on 15t. Sightings at nine sites,
mainly singles during December. Two recorded at Durlston CP 11th & 25t with
singles at 7 other sites in January. Singles at Chesil Cove, Durlston CP,
Ferrybridge and Swanage during February.

Wheatear A single reported 11th December at Penn’s Weare, Portland.
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THRUSHES TO STARLINGS

Ring Ouzel 3 The Grove, Portland 4th with singles at West Bexington 5th,
Winspit 5th/12th and Stoborough Heath 14th in November.

Pallas’s Warbler 1 at Broadcroft Quarry, Portland 18th.

Yellow-browed Warbler 1 ringed at Portland Observatory 3rd and singles at
Durlston CP, Hengistbury Head and Lyme Regis during November. Singles
reported at 4 sites through December. A single at Pennsylvania Castle for most
of January. A single at Church Ope Cove 17t February.

Radde’s Warbler 1 ringed at Littlesea, Weymouth 20t November.

Siberian Chiffchaff Singles at Portland Castle and West Bexington 8t,
Radipole Lake RSPB 9th, Stour Valley LNR 11th, Reap Lane, Portland and a
single ringed at Lytchett Heath 19th November. Birds noted at Holes Bay,
Longham Lakes, Lodmoor RSPB all singles with a best count of 3 in Stour
Valley LNR during December. Recorded at Dorchester, Norden Sewage Works
and Kinson Sewage Works with a best count of 4 at Kinson during January.
Singles at Abbotsbury & Kinson Sewage Works in February.

Barred Warbler 1 trapped at a private site on The Fleet 2nd November.

Lesser Whitethroat 1 in a Lodmoor Garden 15t November. A single at
Lodmoor RSPB 2nd December.

Firecrest Many sightings of varying numbers throughout November, best
counts were 8 at Hengistbury Head 3rd, 6 Hengistbury Head 15t and 6
Broadcroft Quarry, Portland 19th. 4 birds were ringed at Lytchett Bay 3.
December produced many sightings throughout the month at a good number of
sites, best counts were 4 Hengistbury Head and Portland 2nd . 11 sites recorded
birds in January with a best count of 5 Church Ope Cove 18t. Singles at many
sites throughout February.

Marsh Tit 3 at Durlston CP 4th November.

Great Grey Shrike A single at Morden Bog from 227 November through to end
February.

Hooded Crow A single at Mudeford Quay 16t December. 1 at Studland Village
6th to 28t January.

SPARROWS TO BUNTINGS

Brambling Singles were at Southwell 2nd/5th, Talbot Woods 4th, Portland Bill
16t and Hengistbury Head 30th. 3 were at Hengistbury Head 2nd, 5 at Southwell
6th, 2 at Stour Valley LNR with 18 over West Bay, Bridport 8t in November.
Singles at Wick and West Christchurch 3rd, Portesham 16th, Cheselbourne 21st
and West Christchurch 234, 5 were at Hengistbury Head 1stin December. 5 at
Badbury Rings 18t and 1 at Ashmore 20t January. 2 were at Bloxworth 3rd and
Cheselbourne 15t February with singles at Bloxworth 14th, Chedington 4th,
Christchurch 13t and Shaftesbury 26th.

Lesser Redpoll 30 were at Briantspuddle 16t 12 at Brands Bay 20t
December.

Goldfinch 3,450 flew over Durlston CP 1st November.

Siskin 45 at Holton Lee 22nd January.
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Hawfinch Many recorded sites through the month of November. Best counts
were 30 at Bonsley Common 10th, 8 Lytchett Matravers 6th, 8 at Cattistock
Churchyard 26t and 6 at Marsh Wood 19t. A fest of birds throughout
December, with good numbers at many sites. Best counts were 15 Bonsley
Common 1st, 13 Cattistock Church 234, 130+ Bryanston Cliff Woods 24th and 7
Gillingham 27th. Again during January good numbers at many sites with best
counts of 75 Bryanston Cliff Woods and 60+ Cattistock Churchyard on the 28th,
February also recorded birds at many sites best counts were 55 Cattistock
Churchyard 9th, 42 Leigh Churchyard 8th and 38 Bryanston 28th.

Crossbill 3 over Ballard Down 8th, 10 at Sherford Bridge 24t and 6 Brownsea
Island 27t November. ¢100 Bere Heath 6t December. 1 over Holton Lee 22nd
January. 15 on Brownsea Island 18th February.

Reed Bunting 100+ at Langton Herring 7th February.

Snow Bunting 4 at Ferrybridge 11th November. 1 south over Ferrybridge 10th
January.

Lapland Bunting Singles over Hengistbury Head 3rd and West Bexington 8th
November.

Ortolan Bunting A single fem/1w near Martinstown 15th-19th November.

Cirl Bunting 1 ringed at a private site on The Fleet 15t November.

Corn Bunting 17 at Milborne St.Andrews 11th November. 10 Moonfleet 28th
January.

If you have any suggestions for articles for future inclusion in the newsletter
then please forward them to admin@dorsetbirds.org.uk for consideration.
These can range from a review of a book, your best days birding or a scientific
study.

The Daily Sightings blog http://dorsetbirds.blogspot.co.uk is updated by an ever
dwindling group of volunteers and we need at least two more people to help
maintain it. This involves collating information from around the county and
uploading it to the blog which takes roughly half an hour or so (sometimes less
on quiet days). Depending on the number of people on the rota you will update
the blog on 3 or 4 day shifts every 3 or 4 weeks so it isn’t really an overly
onerous task - please let me know if you can help.

Lastly, if you are lucky enough to photograph a rare or scarce bird in the county
then please consider forwarding a copy to dorsetbirdclub@hotmail.com for
inclusion on the daily sightings page.

We are also very grateful for any top quality photographs of commoner species
and if space and time allows these will also be added to the blog.
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- South West OPTICS
;\ Truro, Cornwall. .

The No. 1 destination for
quality optics in the

—

v

“‘West Country

www.swoptics.co.uk
01872 263444

LEICA ~ SWAROVSKI ~ ZEISS ~ VORTEX ~ OPTICRON ~ NIKON

' % Bournemouth
- Natural
Science Society

39 Christchurch Rd,
Bournemouth,
Dorset, BH1 3NS.
Tel: 01202 553525
Charity No: 219585

BNSS Welcomes all to lectures, donations in
lieu of admission charge.

We have a wide programme of lectures/field
trips please see our website for full details.

http://www.bnss.org.uk

Charity no: 219585
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Birding

We offer a range of birdwatching experiences with
small friendly groups and expert local guides.
Covering Dorset, New Forest and the Hampshire
Coast and short breaks at birding hot spots in
Britain and further afield.

Please visit our website at

www.twoowlsbirding.blogspot.co.uk or
contact Jackie Tel: 01202 620049 Email:

twoowls.birding @btinternet.com

¥' CALLUNA BOOKS
Specialists in out-of-print
NATURAL HISTORY BOOKS
Books bought & sold

Log on to the website for our stock list
or contact us for a copy of our
latest catalogue

T:01929 552 560
E: enquiries@callunabooks.co.uk
W: www.callunabooks.co.uk

10% discount to DBC members

The Birdwatcher’s Yearbook
2018 edition

pub. by Calluna Books
cover price £19.50

available from Calluna Books
@ £17.00 incl. postage

I have decided to downsize my own collection
and so will be adding a number of items
including:

Poole Harbour Study Group reports;
DNH&AS reports (going back to the early 1900s);
and a few other Dorset related items.

***QOther new stock recently added***

Callers welcome by appointment
Neil Gartshore, Moor Edge, 2 Bere Road
Wareham, BH20 4DD







