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From the Editor - Marcus Lawson !!
Please accept my apologies for the tardiness of this newsletter, time has been at 
a real premium this summer for a variety of reasons. !
The run of Dorset “firsts” continues with the all too brief sighting of an American 
Royal Tern in the Weymouth area in June. Around 20 or so lucky observers 
managed to see the bird although a high magnification telescope with good light 
gathering capabilities was essential for the late late show in Portland Harbour! !
I am pleased to announce that Jack Winsper has taken on the role as BTO rep 
for Dorset, full details can be found on the next page. A BTO Tawny Owl survey 
(see p3) has just commenced and it would be great if Dorset birders could 
actively participate in this to ensure maximum coverage. The Rare Breeding 
Birds Panel (RBBP) and RSPB are currently working to deliver a national Willow 
Tit survey in 2019 and 2020. I’m fairly sure that I already know how many pairs 
of Willow Tit are still in Dorset but it would be wonderful to be proved wrong - I 
hope you’re also up to this challenge and I’ll share more details when I have 
them. !
On the subject of rare breeding birds it is very disheartening when as County 
Recorder I hear about a good breeding record only to discover that someone 
else has been sat on it for a number of years without informing anybody. A few 
years ago there was a pair of Honey Buzzard at a site in Dorset which the 
observer kept to himself. Only when the planned development for the nesting 
site was at a stage which couldn’t be stopped did he inform others whilst 
moaning that nothing was being done! We are very lucky in our county to have 
so many rare breeding birds and we cannot take these for granted nor can we 
take it for granted that someone else has reported them. !
David Taylor has sadly resigned from the Dorset Records Panel and I would like 
to take this opportunity to thank him for his time on the panel. A meeting of the 
members will be held soon to discuss a suitable replacement. On a positive note 
Geoff Upton has kindly agreed to take over the role as Secretary for the Panel 
and I know that with Geoff taking up the reins we will be back up to where we 
should be in no time.  !
If any members are proficient users of Facebook and are willing to assist in the 
moderating of the expanding DBC group then please could you get in touch via 
admin@dorsetbirds.org.uk This will predominantly involve just making sure any 
posts are appropriate as well as vetting new member requests in addition to 
replying to identification queries etc. !
Lastly, if you have any articles which you feel will enhance the newsletter I would 
be most grateful to receive them for possible inclusion. We would also welcome 
any in depth papers on population trends etc for inclusion in the Annual Report. 
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New Dorset BTO rep !
I would like to introduce myself, I am Jack Winsper, the new BTO Regional 
Representative for Dorset. Many of you will know that Claire Jones the previous 
representative stepped down from this position recently and has now moved to 
Wiltshire. !
I live in Sutton Poyntz near Weymouth. I have been a member of the BTO for 
over 20 years and lived in Dorset for over 10. It is thanks in particularly to my 
activities with the BTO Atlas Project that I have come know the Dorset 
Countryside very well. !
I am also able to announce that Dorset now has a Regional Ambassador. He is 
Greg Lambe, he lives in Bournemouth and his main responsibilities will be to 
look after publicity and recruitment.  !
As it was not possible to have a managed handover with Claire before she left 
there will be a slight pause whilst we familiarise ourselves with the controls but 
services like the popular Twitter feed will be resuming shortly. !
As ever there are many opportunities to get involved with BTO fieldwork in 
Dorset. The core annual breeding season projects i.e. the Breeding Bird Survey, 
Waterways Breeding Bird Survey and Heronries Census are nearing 
completion, but the Wetland Bird Survey runs year-around and we welcome 
volunteers to take on small waterbodies for regular counting. !
There is also the Nest Record Scheme you can help with, by finding nests and 
recording the contents. There is a strict Code of Conduct to minimise 
disturbance to nests. You can find out more online (http://www.bto.org/
volunteer-surveys/nrs). !
BTO also organises periodic one-off surveys. This year there will be two Tawny 
Owl surveys to get involved in, one starting in August, and one in October 
(https://www.bto.org/volunteer-surveys/project-owl). !
If you don’t already do so can I also encourage you to preserve your 
birdwatching records by  submitting them to BirdTrack (www.birdtrack.net) and 
these will be made available (if you wish) to local bird recorders wherever you 
do your birdwatching around the world. !
If you are interested in any of the above surveys, please let me know and I will 
be able to tell you more about them and where squares or sites may be 
available to cover. !
With best wishes 
Jack Winsper 
BTO Dorset Regional Representative
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Tawny Owl Point Survey (TOPS)  
from 15th August to 15th October !

As you may be aware over the next few years the BTO is undertaking a number 
of activities to gather more information about Owls. As part of that there are to 
be two projects starting soon related to Tawny Owls. The first is designed to 
attempt a national estimate of their numbers, this is the Tawny Owl Point 
Survey, (TOPS). !
At the outset Dorset has been allocated 64 tetrad squares and as these are 
somewhat localised will not appeal to all. Many priority one squares have been 
booked but there are still vacancies especially around Blandford, and lots of 
priority twos. !
The survey procedure in most instances will be straightforward, the surveyor is 
required to visit the middle of their pre-allocated tetrad, ideally twice, in any two 
week period between August 15th and October 15th. The visits, which each last 
20 minutes should take place within the two hours just after sunset. Owls are 
listened for and recorded in two contiguous 10 minute time periods and the aim 
is to then estimate the number of territories within the tetrad. Guidance on how 
to calculate territories can be found on the TOPS page. It’s important to stress 
that even when no owls are heard in any 10 minute period that this fact is also 
noted. !
If you are interested please visit https://app.bto.org/tops/pub/sq. Here you will 
find the tetrad map and links to more in depth information.  If you decide you 
want to apply for a tetrad it is important to note you need to register first, and 
you’ll need a BTO ID.  If you don’t have one, they’re easy to get, go to the BTO 
home page, select MyBTO and register. !
The second project starting soon is the Tawny Owl Calling Survey https://bto-
enews.org/NXN-5S8UA-3GK1GN-38PMOZ-1/c.aspx this is focused on 
recording calling birds anywhere, and runs weekly from September until March 
of next year. As well as Tawny Owl, there are plans to survey other owl species, 
such as Short-eared and Long-eared Owls, in the future. !
Jack Winsper 
BTO Dorset Regional Representative !
Contact details: 
email address: JLWDorsetRR@outlook.com 
postal address: 69 Sutton Road, Sutton Poyntz, Dorset, DT3 6LN
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Outdoor Field Visits – Richard Charman !
All of the walks are open to members and non-members and are FREE but 
please be aware that there may be a charge for car parking at some locations.  
Just turn up on the day at the meeting place / time advertised (unless booking 
is required or advised). !
Walk categories are as before: !
A: Easy – fairly short walk over relatively flat ground with no / few stiles. 
B: Medium – moderate distance and / or moderate hills and / or moderate 
number of stiles. 
C: Strenuous – long distance and /or steep hills and / or many stiles. !
Please wear appropriate clothing and footwear for the time of year. !
Sunday 16th September 2018 
Portland Bill  07:30 – 11:30  
A bit of seawatching (depending on weather) followed by walk around the 
south end of the Bill. Meet in the car park at the Bill (SY 677685) – charges 
apply. 
Category A but please dress appropriately for weather! !
Sunday 21st October 2018 
Hartland Moor and Middlebere  09:30 – all day (optional). 
Park by the side of the road near the entrance track to Middlebere Farm (SY 
963853). 
Category A/B. !
Sunday 4th November 2018 
Keyhaven and Pennington Marsh  09:30 – all day. 
Meet in the car park opposite the Gun Inn (SZ 306914) – charges apply. 
Category A/B – moderate(ish) distance but flat ground!
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DBC Conference 2019 !
The Bird Club are in early stage discussions to host another conference after 
the success of the last one at Bournemouth University in November 2016. The 
date is likely to be Saturday 23rd February with the venue Queen Elizabeth’s 
School, Wimborne. The facilities there look excellent and this time I’ll make 
sure there’s plenty of food at lunchtime! The focus will be on land management 
conservation projects both locally and globally.



!
DORSET HIGHLIGHTS-  

MARCH TO JUNE INCLUSIVE !
The majority of the following records have been taken from the Dorset Bird 
Club sightings page http://dorsetbirds.blogspot.co.uk/ and inclusion here does 
not constitute acceptance by the relevant rarity panel. This is not an exhaustive 
list & if you notice any errors or omissions please send them via email to 
admin@dorsetbirds.org.uk  !
If you were lucky enough to find a description species for the county please 
s u b m i t d e t a i l s a s s o o n a s p o s s i b l e a f t e r t h e s i g h t i n g t o 
recorder@dorsetbirds.org.uk using one of the forms found here http://
www.dorsetbirds.org.uk/dorset-bird-list/ !
WILDFOWL 
Whooper Swan 1 at Bride Valley Fish Farm until early May when it became 
trapped in netting and was caught and subsequently released at Abbotsbury 
Swannery where it remained until 25th June. 
Barnacle Goose 1 at Abbotsbury Swannery 9th June. 
Brent Goose (Pale-bellied) 2 birds recorded 1st-2nd & a single 9th at 
Ferrybridge with singles at Butterstreet Cove 4th & Studland 15th March. In April, 
3 in Weymouth Bay 15th, 32 flying through Weymouth Bay 17th and 60+ past 
Hengistbury Head 28th. Single birds (Dark-bellied) at Christchurch Harbour 
23rd-25th and Ferrybridge 28th May.
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Saturday 1st December 2018 
Shell Bay and Middle Beach  09:30 – morning only. 
Meet in the car park (charges apply for non-NT members) on the Shell Bay 
side of the Sandbanks Chain Ferry (SZ 034863). 
Category A.  !
Sunday 6th January 2019 
Bird Crawl  09:30 – 15:30 approx. 
Just for fun, a more sedate version of a bird race.  How many species can you 
find around Upton Country Park and Holes Bay? 
Meet in the main car park at Upton Country Park (SY 992929) – charges apply. 
Category A – but can be muddy in places. !
Any queries to Richard:  email walks@dorsetbirds.org.uk 
Tel: 07391 756053
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Egyptian Goose 2 were at Swineham 13th with a single at Lytchett Fields RSPB 
31st March. Coward’s Marsh held up to 5 birds and Lytchett Fields RSPB 1 bird 
1st-2nd April. 
Snow Goose 1 of unknown origin at Abbotsbury Swannery 26th May. 
Garganey 2 drakes at West Bexington & a drake in Poole Harbour 1st, 2 drakes, 
1 female Stanpit Marsh 5th with single drakes seen at Christchurch Harbour, 
Winterborne Herringston area, Radipole Lake RSPB and Lodmoor RSPB 7th-31st 
March. 1 past Portland Bill 2nd, a pair in Chesil Cove 6th and 4 in Holes Bay 11th 
April. 1 at Abbotsbury Swannery 22nd and 3 at Lytchett Fields RSPB (2 males, 1 
female) 31st May. Lytchett Fields RSPB held up to 2 birds 1st-5th and a drake was 
at Lodmoor RSPB 6th June. 
Mandarin Duck 2 at Thorncombe 7th May. 
Scaup Abbotsbury Swannery held up to 3 birds right through March. A single 
was at Longham Lakes 27th March. Singles were at Abbotsbury Swannery (a 
female) and Longham Lakes (a male) for most of April. Singles, a male Longham 
Lakes, a female Abbotsbury Swannery from 2nd to 15th May. 
Long-tailed Duck a single at Tidmoor 2nd & Hive Point 6th March. 1 at 
Abbotsbury Swannery 7th-8th June. 
Eider on April 4th 16, 14 & 5 flew past Durlston CP, Portland Bill & Mudeford 
Quay respectively, 10 at Chesil Beach 16th April 1 in Weymouth Bay the 
following day.  
Common Scoter there was movement along the coast through April with counts 
of 600+ Portland Bill and 470 Chesil Cove 2nd. Velvet Scoter 1 seen on several 
dates in Studland Bay during March. 4 W past Ferrybridge 14th and 2 past 
Portland Bill 22nd April. 
Goosander 3 at Lodmoor RSPB 2nd & 2 at Bridport 3rd March. 2 at Coward’s 
Marsh and a single at East Holme 1st, a single Redhead at Coward’s Marsh 10th 
& 14th April. !
GALLIFORMES to HERONS 
Quail 1+ heard Tarrant Rushton Airfield 3rd-4th June. 
Red-throated Diver Birds were on the move in March best count 47 past 
Portland Bill 12th. Coastal movement, best counts 10 Portland Bill 2nd and 7 
Chesil Cove 15th April. 1 past Portland Bill 2nd and 2 past Chesil Beach 6th May. 1 
at Bowleaze Cove 6th June. 
Black-throated Diver A single in Portland Harbour 21st-23rd and Bowleaze Cove 
27th, 2 past Hengistbury Head 24th March. Singles past Durlston, Hengistbury 
Head and Portland Bill during April. A summer plumaged bird past Portland Bill 
2nd, 1 past Mudeford Quay, 1 past Portland Bill 2nd-11th May. 
Great Northern Diver Noted for most of March with a maximum count of 7 in 
Portland Harbour 6th. April recorded 5 in Weymouth Bay 5th, 3 in Poole Harbour 
15th, birds past Durlston and Portland Bill. Coastal movement during May, best
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count 7 past Portland Bill 11th with a full summer plumaged bird past West 
Bexington 31st. 2 past Portland Bill 14th and 2 in Weymouth Bay 20th-21st June. 
Slavonian Grebe 2 were either on The Fleet or in Portland Harbour 3rd to 15th 
with 1 at Arne RSPB 6th March. 
Black-necked Grebe Birds were recorded in Poole Harbour, Portland Harbour 
and Studland Bay with a best count 20 Portland Harbour 6th March. Singles at 
Abbotsbury Swannery and Mudeford Quay early April. 
Red-necked Grebe 2 mainly seen in Weymouth Bay through March with 4 
noted on 25th. 1 Bowleaze Cove 3rd April. 
Manx Shearwater 27 through Chesil Cove 29th March. Best counts during May 
200+ off Portland Bill 12th, 134 past Durlston 13th and 225 off Abbotsbury Beach 
21st.  
Sooty Shearwater 1 past Portland Bill 16th April. 
Storm Petrel 10 and 9 were trapped on Portland 12th-13th June respectively.   
Bittern Singles were at Lodmoor RSPB, Radipole Lake RSPB, Stanpit Marsh 
and Swineham GPs during March with 3 seen at Swineham GPs, 2 at Lodmoor 
RSPB 21st. 
Great White Egret singles recorded at various sites during March and April. 
Singles reported, Portland and Wareham during May. 3 were at Radipole Lake 
RSPB 4th and a single was seen in the Middlebere area at the end of June. 
Cattle Egret 1 bird was at West Bexington for most of March. 2 were seen at 
Yondover 20th March. Singles recorded at Abbotsbury Swannery, Lodmoor 
RSPB during April and 3 at Stanpit Marsh 20th. 1 Swineham 1st May. 1 at Arne 
Moors 28th June. 
White Stork 1 seen over Canford Heath, Magna Academy and Stoborough 1st 
May. 
Glossy Ibis A single at Lytchett Fields RSPB 1st May with probably the same at 
Swineham on 6th & 8th May. 
Spoonbill Birds were recorded right through March at nine sites with a best 
count of 6 Poole Harbour 7th. April recorded birds at several sites right through 
the month with a best count of 8 Middlebere 4th. A single was seen at several 
sites in May. Stanpit Marsh held a single for most of June with 2 at Lodmoor 
RSPB 24th. !
RAPTORS TO COOT 
Osprey Singles over Lytchett Bay & Southwell, Portland 25th March. Singles on 
passage right through April. Reported throughout May mainly as singles. 1 seen 
on Portland 7th was identified as being ringed as a pullus at Kielder Water in 
2016. 
Marsh Harrier 1 was noted in the Christchurch Harbour area during March. 
Singles noted at 5 sites in April and 3 birds at Lodmoor RSPB 15th. 1 in 
Wareham Channel 1st May. 1’s & 2’s seen in the Arne RSPB-Wareham Channel 
areas during June and an unringed bird at Morden Bog on 24th. Singles at 
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Bowleaze Cove and Morden Bog 6th June. 4 juveniles graced the sky over 
Lodmoor RSPB 27th June. 
Hen Harrier Recorded through March best counts were 3 in Poole Harbour 4th 
& 31st, 3 in Wareham Channel, 2 females & 1 male 21st and 3 ringtails at Arne 
RSPB 28th. Arne RSPB, Poole Harbour and West Bexington all recorded birds 
in April. 1 Wareham Forest area 18th May. 
Montagu’s Harrier 1 male at West Compton 29th April. 
Red Kite 15 sites saw birds over during March, mainly singles. Sightings right 
across the county during April. Not just singles, there were good numbers 
moving along the coast 19th with Ballard Down and Durlston each having 5 over 
20th. Good movement across the county during May with 58 recorded over 
Abbotsbury 15th. Singles seen at several sites in June. 
Black Kite 1 NE over Durlston CP 20th April. 
Honey Buzzard 1 in off the sea Weymouth 24th May. 
Goshawk Singles over Weston, Portland 21st and 25th March respectively. 1 
over Wareham Channel 4th May. 
Hobby Singles at Blandford 23rd, Durlston CP, Thorncombe 24th, Arne RSPB, 
Morden Bog and Portland Bill 25th April. Birds recorded at 18 sites during May, 
best counts 6 Wareham Channel 3rd and 6 Poole Harbour 5th. Several reports in 
June with 3 seen at Moreton Forest 1st. 
Merlin Singles at Blacknor Portland, Canford Bottom 4th, Lytchett Fields RSPB 
6th Portland Bill 17th and Middlebere 22nd March. 1 at Stanpit Marsh 2nd April. A 
single at Chesil Beach 6th May. 
Red-footed Falcon 1 first-summer male bird NE over Durlston CP 4th and a 
female at Morden Bog 6th June. 
Spotted Crake one singing at Lodmoor RSPB 30th May-1st June. 
Common Crane 2 at Brockington 7th and 1 over Portland Bill 17th March. 1 over 
Upton Heath 10th, 1 over Coward’s Marsh and 3 over Wareham 18th April. The 2 
birds seen over Horton 16th and Sturminster Newton 29th May are “Soar & 
Humbug” from the Somerset Crane Project. 2 over Fiddleford Mill 12th and 2 
over Knowlton Church 20th June. 

WADERS 
Avocet Recorded at Lodmoor RSPB, Poole Harbour, Radipole Lake RSPB and 
Stanpit Marsh, best count 25 Poole Harbour during March. 11 noted Brownsea 
Lagoon 21st April. 
Golden Plover Plenty of movement through March with 750 over Lodmoor 
RSPB, 340 over Radipole Lake RSPB and 30 over Charmouth 1st. 450 were at 
Ferrybridge, 260 off of Durlston and 30 at Stanpit Marsh 18th as examples. 
Highest count c2,000 near Maiden Castle 21st. 
“Lesser” Golden Plover A single American/Pacific at Redhorn, Poole Harbour 
18th-22nd June.
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Grey Plover 4 at Stanpit Marsh 12th March. 1 at Ferrybridge 8th and 3 at Stanpit 
Marsh 12th April. Singles at Lytchett Fields RSPB and Stanpit Marsh in June. 
Lapwing 2,400 over Radipole Lake RSPB, 2,000 over Lodmoor RSPB, 100 
over Charmouth and 58 over Meyrick Park 1st March. 
Little Ringed Plover Singles recorded from 14th March at Abbotsbury 
Swannery, Holton Lee and Lytchett Fields RSPB. Up to 2 at Lytchett Fields 
RSPB in April. 1 Lytchett Fields RSPB 1st and 3 Chesil Beach 6th May. Best 
count of 6 at Lytchett Fields RSPB 27th June. 
Ringed Plover 44 at Lytchett Fields RSPB 25th May. June saw birds returning. 
Black-tailed Godwit Brownsea Lagoon held birds right through April with a 
best count of 710 27th. Best counts in May were 130 Brownsea Lagoon 19th and 
242 Lytchett Fields RSPB 25th. Best count for June 156 Lytchett Fields RSPB. 
Bar-tailed Godwit 1 Brownsea Lagoon 13th and 3 Brownsea Lagoon 19th May. 
4 birds Christchurch Harbour 2nd, 1 Ferrybridge 9th and 1 Middlebere 24th June.  
Whimbrel 1 at Lytchett Fields RSPB 31st March. Recorded at several sites in 
April, with a best count of 20 at Lytchett Fields 28th. Recorded at several sites 
during May, best count 80 Chesil Beach 6th. 
Knot 5 at Ferrybridge 17th March. 1 at Ferrybridge 8th and 2 Brownsea Lagoon 
21st April. 1 at Abbotsbury Swannery 23rd and a summer plumaged bird at 
Lytchett Fields RSPB 26th May. 5 Lytchett Fields RSPB 4th June. 
Ruff Recorded at Lodmoor RSPB on various dates during March, 1 at Radipole 
Lake RSPB 1st. 1 at Lodmoor RSPB 5-7th April. A single 7th and 2 23rd May at 
Lytchett Fields RSPB. 
Curlew Sandpiper Singles at Abbotsbury Swannery and Lynch Cove 28th 
June. 
Stilt Sandpiper wintering bird last seen on Stanpit Marsh 1st March. 
Sanderling 5 at Lyme Regis 4th best count in Poole Harbour 54 on 26th March. 
Recorded at 4 sites in May best count 80 West Bexington 24th. Abbotsbury 
Swannery, Ferrybridge and Hengistbury sandspit all recorded birds early in 
June. 
Purple Sandpiper Present through March at Lyme Regis and Hengistbury 
Head. Highest count at Hengistbury Head of 26 21st. Hengistbury Head held 
birds right through April, best count c30 7th. Small numbers seen at Lyme Regis 
and Hengistbury Head during May. 
Green Sandpiper Present on Lytchett Fields RSPB 5-6th and Swineham 18th 

March. 2 at Lytchett Fields RSPB 2nd-6th and 1 South Haven 21st April. Birds 
returning through June best count 12 Lytchett Fields RSPB. 
Common Sandpiper noted at 7 sites from 1 to 3 birds during May. 3 sites 
recorded singles in June. 
Spotted Redshank Recorded at several sites during March best number 5 
Middlebere 22nd. Recorded at Arne RSPB, Lodmoor RSPB, Middlebere and 
Stanpit Marsh during April. A single in Lytchett Fields RSPB 27th June.
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Greenshank Lytchett Fields RSPB, Poole Harbour and The Fleet noted birds 
during March. A coloured- ring bird was at Lytchett Fields RSPB (2nd year to 
have wintered here). 6 noted at Brownsea Lagoon 21st April. Recorded at 
Christchurch Harbour 5 14th and Lytchett Fields RSPB 15th-18th May. Seen at 3 
sites in June with a colour-ringed bird at Lytchett Fields RSPB arriving for a 3rd 
autumn 22nd. 
Wood Sandpiper 1 Abbotsbury Swannery 22nd-23rd June. 
Jack Snipe Several sites recorded up to 2 in March with Radipole Lake RSPB 
holding 4 on the 1st. 
Woodcock Early March saw reports of 1 up to 3 birds at several sites. 4 seen 
Cannon Hill 4th and 8 seen Shaftesbury Estate 14th June. !
SKUAS TO TERNS  
Great Skua Singles at Portland Bill and Mudeford Quay 2nd & 4th April 
respectively, 2 past Mudeford Quay 27th-28th April. Max 3 past Portland Bill and 
Durlston CP on several dates during May. 
Pomarine Skua 3 past Portland Bill 24th-25th April. Movement mainly singles in 
May past Portland Bill, Chesil & Durlston CP. 2 past Portland Bill 1st June. 
Arctic Skua Movement along the coast through April. Again movement up to 4 
birds through May. 2 in Bowleaze Cove 6th and 2 Abbotsbury Beach 15th June. 
Herring Gull 1,000+ off Portland Bill attracted by Whitebait 25th June. 
Yellow-legged Gull 1 2cy at Radipole Lake RSPB 16th May. 
Bonaparte’s Gull the returning 3cy bird showed up at Longham Lakes 26th 
March remaining until the 5th May. 1 E past Durlston 19th April. 
Little Gull recorded at several sites in 1 & 2s mainly 1st week in March. Singles 
at Chesil Cove, Coward’s Marsh, Hengistbury Head and Radipole Lake RSPB, 
15 over Stanpit Marsh 5th, 7 past Portland Bill 15th, 4 past Portland Bill 22nd 
April. Singles at Abbotsbury Swannery 19th, Lodmoor RSPB 23rd and Stanpit 
Marsh 27th May. 1 Hengistbury Head 2nd June. 
ROSS’S GULL Remained until the 7th March, visiting Chesil Cove, Ferrybridge, 
Lodmoor RSPB, Radipole Lake RSPB and Weymouth Bay during that time.

Over a third of the membership now receive this newsletter via email as a pdf 
file. This saves the club money on printing costs & postage and you benefit by 
receiving it sooner than by post. The photo quality is far superior and are all in 
colour plus you are able to click on the links rather than type them in manually. 
If you would like to receive a pdf copy of the newsletter then let me know by 
email admin@dorsetbirds.org.uk Please also specify if you would like to 
receive it as a 3mb file (higher resolution) or 1mb file (still ok but photos not as 
sharp). 

mailto:admin@dorsetbirds.org.uk
mailto:admin@dorsetbirds.org.uk
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AMERICAN ROYAL TERN at Lodmoor RSPB by Neil Bowler

Little Tern 1 at Ferrybridge 21st, birds at Mudeford Quay 24th-25th and 38 
Ferrybridge 27th April. 22 past Chesil Beach 2nd May and 9 at Ferrybridge 3rd. 
First 2 chicks of this year recorded on Chesil Beach 10th June. 
Sandwich Tern 3 Lodmoor RSPB 28th, 9 West Bexington 31st March. Best 
counts in April, 69 Portland Bill 2nd, 127 Chesil Cove 6th and 35 Brownsea 
Lagoon 21st. 
Common Tern 1 at Lodmoor RSPB 3rd, 15 Brownsea Lagoon 21st and 40 
Abbotsbury Swannery 27th April. 510 recorded at Chesil Cove 2nd May. 
Arctic Tern 4 Chesil Cove 6th and 1 at Lodmoor RSPB 20th-21st-23rd April. Birds 
recorded at Mudeford Quay, Abbotsbury Swannery, Lytchett Bay, during May 
with a best count of 26 at Chesil Beach 6th. 
Roseate Tern 2 past Ferrybridge 27th April. 1 at Burton Bradstock 11th May. 
Singles noted at 3 sites in June. 
Black Tern 1 at Brownsea Lagoon 26th May.

Glaucous Gull A 2cy bird seen in Portland Harbour 2nd and Lodmoor RSPB 
3rd-4th March. 
Iceland Gull 1 seen Weymouth Bay 4th and a 2cy on Weymouth Beach 18th 
Marched. 1 past Portland Bill 8th, 1 2cy past Ferrybridge 16th and a 3cy at 
Dancing Ledge 29th April. 
Caspian Gull 1 2cy Lodmoor RSPB 31st March. 1 at Mudeford Quay 6th April. 
AMERICAN ROYAL TERN 1 over Lodmoor RSPB briefly late evening 20th 
June, then relocated to Portland Harbour until just after dark. Seen again in 
Weymouth Bay early the following morning. This will represent the first for 
Dorset, if accepted.
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AUKS TO WOODPECKERS 
Puffin 1 Preston Beach 11th March. 2 Dancing Ledge 14th April. 3 noted at 
Dancing Ledge 5th May. Up to 5 seen at Dancing Ledge in June. 
Turtle Dove 1 at East Lulworth 26th, 1 Portland 28th April. 
Cuckoo 1 Ashmore 7th, 1 Durlston CP 14th, 1 Holt Heath 19th, 2 Middlebere 20th, 
1 Swineham 22nd, 1 Morden Bog 25th, 1 Bere Regis 25th, 1 Winspit 27th and 1 
Sturminster Marshall GP 28th April. Birds were recorded at 10 sites during May. 
Noted at 4 sites during June. 
Short-eared Owl Portland Bill recorded birds through March, best count 8 on 
6th. 1 & 2 birds noted at Portland Bill 5th-13th, 1 Preston 11th and 1 Lodmoor 
RSPB 23rd April. Singles at Lodmoor RSPB 19th and Stanpit Marsh 31st May. 1 
Portland 13th June. 
Nightjar a single migrant off Chesil Cove 20th May. 
Swift Arriving from 20th April seen at several sites. 
Alpine Swift 1 E over Hengistbury Head 26th May. 
Bee-eater Singles noted over Wareham & Portland 21st, heard at Durlston CP 
23rd and over Abbotsbury Swannery 26th May. 
Hoopoe Singles arrived at Portland Bird Observatory and Southwell 14th with a 
single in Bridport 15th April. Birds were then seen at various sites on Portland for 
the rest of April, possibly up to 3 birds? 1 briefly at Portland Bill 9th June. !
LARKS TO WHEATEARS 
Sand Martin 1st of the year noted at Hengistbury Head 11th March. 
Swallow 1 at Swineham GP 18th March. Best count for April 800 Ferrybridge 
27th. 
House Martin First noted 1st & 3rd April in Wareham. 
Red-rumped Swallow 1 briefly on Portland 5th May. 
Water Pipit Singles reported through March at several sites. 
Scandinavian Rock Pipit 4 seen at Crouch Hill, Christchurch 12th March. 
3 Stanpit Marsh 8th April. 
Meadow Pipit Substantial movement of 1,230 at Portland Bill in 75 minutes 11th 
March. 
Tree Pipit 1 at Longham Lakes 23rd March. Small numbers recorded at several 
sites through April. 
White Wagtail Singles at Hengistbury Head and Crouch Hill 11th-15th March. 
Singles at Ferrybridge, Longham Lakes, Stanpit Marsh and 3 Portland Bill during 
April. 
Yellow Wagtail 6 at Portland Bill 12th but mainly singles in April. Singles noted at 
Chesil Cove 4th, Ferrybridge 3rd-8th, Hengistbury Head 7th 

Ashy-headed Wagtail (M.f. cinereocapilla) male at Stanpit Marsh 27th May.



Nightingale 1 at Burning Cliff 20th April. 3 at Ringstead 7th, 1 Portland 15th and 
1 Lydlinch Common 16th May. 
Redstart Birds recorded right through April, best count 24+ Portland 29th. 
Black Redstart 1s & 2s at several sites through March. 1s & 2s at 11 sites 
during April. 1 at Portland Bill 1st-2nd June. 
Wheatear 30 recorded at Portland Bill 12th with 100+ also at Portland Bill 31st 
March. With other records in March at various sites. Best count in April 60 
Portland Bill 14th. Best counts 15 Ferrybridge 2nd and 20+ Portland Bill 4th May. 
Whinchat 2 Hartland Moor 19th, best count 12+ Portland 29th April. Birds 
recorded at 6 sites during May, best count 5 Portland Bill 5th. 1 Hengistbury 
Head 9th June. 
Red-spotted Bluethroat 1 male at Lodmoor RSPB 14th May. !
THRUSHES TO STARLINGS 
Redwing 20,000 moving W along the coast 18th March. 
Fieldfare 16,000 moving W along the coast 18th March. 
Ring Ouzel singles at Lyme Regis, Coombe Keynes and Portland 19th, 23rd, 
28th March respectively with 2 Barleycrates Lane, Portland 31st March. Several 
reports on Portland until 18th April. 
Garden Warbler 65 on Portland and 40 at Abbotsbury Swannery 29th April. 
Blackcap 60 Abbotsbury Swannery29th April. 
Siberian Lesser Whitethroat 1 at Reap Lane, Portland 15thMarch until 18th 
April. 
Western Subalpine Warbler 1 female (presumed Western) trapped Portland 
Bird Observatory 8th June. 
Grasshopper Warbler Singles recorded at Durlston CP, Portland, West 
Bexington 12th and Ballard Down 20th April. 
Wood Warbler 1s & 2s recorded at six sites during April. 
Willow Warbler First singles at Lodmoor RSPB & Longham Lakes 25th March. 
Best counts were 10 Ballard Down 20th, 400+ Abbotsbury Swannery and 500+ 
Portland 29th April. 
Siberian Chiffchaff singles seen for most of March, a ringed bird at Holes Bay 
31st. Singles at Radipole Lake RSPB 5th-6th April. 
Firecrest Several sites recorded birds from 1 to 4 though out March. 1s & 2s 
noted in the early part of April and 2 were trapped Portland Bird Observatory 7th. 
Spotted Flycatcher Best count for April 10 on Portland 29th. Portland Bill 
recorded 50 24th, 20 30th and Hengistbury Head 21 26th May. 
Pied Flycatcher 2 were trapped at Portland Bird Observatory 7th and best 
count of 6 was on Portland 27th April.  
Golden Oriole 1 on Portland 27th, 2 male and female Top Fields, Portland 30th 
April. 2 at Portland Bill 1st and a single 26th May. 1 at Observatory Quarry, 
Portland 12th and 1 Culverwell, Portland 13th June.
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Great Grey Shrike 2 birds seen at Morden Bog in March with 1 remaining until 
14th April.

Red-backed Shrike 1 male Coombefield Quarry, Portland 2nd June. 
Hooded Crow 1 over Lodmoor RSPB 10th May. 1 at Blacknor, Portland 3rd and 
1 Worth Matravers 27th June.

Great Grey Shrike at Morden Bog by Aidan Brown

Rose-coloured Starling 1 1st-summer Lodmoor RSPB 26th May, 2 adults on 
Portland Bill 27th May-2nd June (possibly more birds involved), 1 on Morden 
Bog 1st June, singles West Bexington 6th & 13th June with 1 on Portland on the 
latter date. 1 in a Burton Bradstock garden on 11th June and 1 in a 
Bournemouth Garden on 18th-19th June. 

Hooded Crow at Worth Matravers by Steve Smith
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If you have any suggestions for articles for future inclusion in the newsletter 
then please forward them to admin@dorsetbirds.org.uk for consideration. 
These can range from a review of a book, your best days birding or a scientific 
study. !
The Daily Sightings blog http://dorsetbirds.blogspot.co.uk is updated by an ever 
dwindling group of volunteers and we need at least two more people to help 
maintain it. This involves collating information from around the county and 
uploading it to the blog which takes roughly half an hour or so (sometimes less 
on quiet days). Depending on the number of people on the rota you will update 
the blog on 3 or 4 day shifts every 3 or 4 weeks so it isn’t really an overly 
onerous task - please let me know if you can help. !
Lastly, if you are lucky enough to photograph a rare or scarce bird in the county 
then please consider forwarding a copy to dorsetbirdclub@hotmail.com for 
inclusion on the daily sightings page. !
We are also very grateful for any top quality photographs of commoner species 
and if space and time allows these will also be added to the blog.

SPARROWS TO BUNTINGS!
Tree Sparrow 2 Durlston CP 11th and 1 31st March. Up to 3 birds recorded from 
12th-26th May at Portland Bill. 
Brambling 4 Bloxworth and Milborne St. Andrew 7th, 1 Lower Bryanston 10th 
and 1 Portland Bill 12th March. At Arne RSPB 1st-5th maximum of 5 5th, 2 on 
Portland 8th April. 
Lesser Redpoll 20 on Canford Heath 15th April. 
Mealy Redpoll 2+ Littlesea, Studland 15th March. 
Serin 1 over Durlston CP 12th, 1 over Lodmoor RSPB 15th April. 
Hawfinch 21 sites recorded birds; Lower Bryanston held the highest numbers 
with 95 on 24th March where the 1st Swiss ringed individual recorded in the UK 
was seen on 23rd March. Recorded at several sites until 19th April, best count 
70 10th at Lower Bryanston. 1 at Portland Observatory 29th May. 
Crossbill 6 at Winspit 29th April. 
Yellowhammer 100 on feeders Milborne St. Andrew 1st-2nd March. 
Corn Bunting 11 noted at Tarrant Rushton Airfield 4th June. 
Black-headed Bunting 1 male Top Fields, Portland Bill 28th May. 

mailto:admin@dorsetbirds.org.uk
http://dorsetbirds.blogspot.co.uk
mailto:dorsetbirdclub@hotmail.com
mailto:admin@dorsetbirds.org.uk
http://dorsetbirds.blogspot.co.uk
mailto:dorsetbirdclub@hotmail.com


!
Bournemouth 
Natural  
Science Society !!!

39 Christchurch  Rd,  
Bournemouth,  
Dorset, BH1 3NS. 
Tel:  01202 553525     
Charity No: 219585 !
BNSS Welcomes all to lectures, donations in 
lieu of admission charge. !
We have a wide programme of lectures/field 
trips please see our website for full details. !
http://www.bnss.org.uk !
Charity no: 219585
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We offer a range of birdwatching experiences with 
small  friendly  groups  and  expert  local  guides. 
Covering  Dorset,  New  Forest  and  the  Hampshire 
Coast  and  short  breaks  at  birding  hot  spots  in 
Britain and further afield. 
 

Please visit our website at 
www.twoowlsbirding.blogspot.co.uk or 
contact Jackie Tel: 01202 620049 Email:

 twoowls.birding@btinternet.com

CALLUNA BOOKS
Specialists in out-of-print

NATURAL HISTORY BOOKS
Books bought & sold

Log on to the website for our stock list
or contact us for a copy of our

latest catalogue

T: 01929 552 560
E: enquiries@callunabooks.co.uk

W: www.callunabooks.co.uk

10% discount to DBC members

Callers welcome by appointment
Neil Gartshore, Moor Edge, 2 Bere Road

Wareham, BH20 4DD

The Birdwatcher’s Yearbook 
2018 edition

pub. by Calluna Books
cover price £19.50 

available from Calluna Books
@ £17.00 incl. postage

~~~~~

 I have decided to downsize my own collection 
and so will be adding a number of items

including:

Poole Harbour Study Group reports; 
DNH&AS reports (going back to the early 1900’s); 

and a few other Dorset related items.

***Other new stock recently added***



CALLUNA BOOKS

Specialists in out-of-print
NATURAL HISTORY BOOKS

Books bought & sold

Log on to our website for a full stock list
or contact us for a copy of our

latest catalogue

T: 01929 552 560
E: enquiries@callunabooks.co.uk

W: www.callunabooks.co.uk

10% discount to DBC members

Visitors welcome by appointment
Neil Gartshore, Moor Edge, 2 Bere Road

Wareham, BH20 4DD

John Tennent, Dorset Bird Artist:  we have  
selection of unmounted prints - ask for details


