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From the Editor - Marcus Lawson !
I am delighted to be able to present a packed programme for a joint DBC & BTO 
Conference on the 23rd of February next year. The morning sessions will focus 
on action for habitats and include talks on the changing fortunes of Dorset birds, 
RSPB Lytchett Fields, the Dorset CC Action Plan for Pollinators, habitat work at 
the Portland Bird Observatory and opportunities to create wildlife habitats in new 
developments. After lunch, sessions will focus on action for species. Talks will 
cover Dorset’s urban Nightjars and the Chesil Beach Little Terns. We then adopt 
a more national and international perspective with talks from the BTO on Project 
Owl and the Cuckoo tracking project. !
Trade stalls will be present and some wonderfully generous prizes have been 
donated to the raffle. If you would like to donate anything to be included in the 
raffle please let me know via email admin@dorsetbirds.org.uk. !
There will also be opportunities to have some tuition on how to use BirdTrack 
which is still the Bird Club’s preferred median to receive records. In 2017 over 
180,000 records were entered into BirdTrack which is impressive given the small 
size of the population for Dorset. That said, there are an awful lot of active 
birders who still don’t send any of their records to the Bird Club in any way and 
this is such a shame as we lose so many good breeding records for example. 
It’s no good bemoaning the fact that the numbers in the Annual Report don’t tally 
with your own personal observations if these get no further than your own 
notebook. !
If any members are proficient users of Facebook and are willing to assist in the 
moderating of the expanding DBC group then please could you get in touch via 
admin@dorsetbirds.org.uk This will predominantly involve just making sure any 
posts are appropriate as well as vetting new member requests in addition to 
replying to identification queries etc. !
Lastly, if you have any articles which you feel will enhance the newsletter I would 
be most grateful to receive them for possible inclusion. We would also welcome 
any in depth papers on population trends etc for inclusion in the Annual Report. 
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Over a third of the membership now receive this newsletter via email as a pdf 
file. This saves the club money on printing costs & postage and you benefit by 
receiving it sooner than by post. The photo quality is far superior and are all in 
colour plus you are able to click on the links rather than type them in manually. 
If you would like to receive a pdf copy of the newsletter then let me know by 
email admin@dorsetbirds.org.uk Please also specify if you would like to 
receive it as a 3mb file (higher resolution) or 1mb file (still ok but photos not as 
sharp).
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DBC/BTO CONFERENCE 
Conservation in Action !

Saturday 23rd February 2019 
Queen Elizabeth's School, Wimborne Minster, BH21 4DT !

£20 admission includes morning & afternoon Tea/Coffee and buffet lunch (£10 if 
in full-time education – email admin@dorsetbirds.org.uk for more details).  !
If you have any special dietary requirements please let us know by email - 

admin@dorsetbirds.org.uk  !
Booking details can be found at www.dorsetbirds.org.uk 

Time Session Speaker

09:00-09:30 Arrival, Registration and Welcome DBC

09:30-10:00 The changing fortunes of Dorset’s birds George Green

10:00-10:30 RSPB Lytchett Fields – Working Together to 
Maximise Opportunities for Birds and People Shaun Robson

10:30-11:00
The First Cut is the Cheapest – Managing 
Public Open Space for Pollinators in the Era 
of Austerity

Pete Moore

11:00-11:30 Coffee

11:30-12:00
Quinoa, Tree Sparrows & Bumblebird or just 
wishing on a Pallas’s Reed - perfecting the 
mix for farm wildlife at Portland Bird 
Observatory

James Phillips

12:00-12:30
Mitigation Measures and Enhancing 
Opportunities for Birds in Planning and 
Development  

Ali Quinney

12:30-14:00 Lunch 
BirdTrack Demonstration 

!
14:00-14:30 Urban Nightjars - Heathlands and Beyond Terry Elborn

14:30-15:00 Recovery and Protection of Chesil’s Little 
Terns Kevin Rylands RSPB

15:00-15:30 Coffee

15:30-16:00 Project Owl: Secrets of the Night Hugh Hanmer BTO

16:00-16:30 Tales of the Unexpected – New Insights from 
Satellite Tracking Common Cuckoos Chris Hewson - BTO

16:30-16:45 Concluding remarks DBC 

mailto:admin@dorsetbirds.org.uk
mailto:admin@dorsetbirds.org.uk
http://www.dorsetbirds.org.uk/2019-conference/4594459921
mailto:admin@dorsetbirds.org.uk
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News from the BTO in Dorset 
It’s quite a busy period at present for the BTO and their devotees.   

Firstly Owls 

The first phase of the Tawny Owl Point Surveys (TOPS) has just finished. In the 
end 47 tetrads were surveyed and 33 had owls present. The results will be 
analysed in the next month or so before a decision is made whether to 
continue with more surveys next year. 

Currently running throughout this winter is the Tawny Owl Calling Survey 
(TOCS). This is a simple survey, where once a week, if you can manage it, you 
spend 20 minutes sat out after dark at some convenient location and listen for 
Tawny Owls. Because it is so simple it’s a good opportunity to introduce 
younger friends or family members to the delights of partaking in a citizen 
science survey and who knows, a seed may be planted that will help to halt the 
trend that birders are getting older. 

English Winter Birds Survey (EWBS) 

This is being sponsored by Natural England. The purpose of the EWBS is to 
investigate how wintering birds, and Brown Hare, benefit from using Agri-
environment scheme (AES) options in winter as this remains a major gap in our 
knowledge. The work will complement existing studies that have successfully 
evaluated the effects of AES options on farmland birds and will further our 
understanding of why the majority of breeding farmland birds are still in decline.   

The new survey will largely be based on the BBS square protocol (see below) 
and will involve monthly counts of birds and Brown Hare (plus other mammals 
seen). The survey period is from December 2018 to March 2019 and is 
intended to capture changes in the use of farmland through the winter. The 
surveys can be conducted at any time of day, excluding the hour immediately 
after sunrise and that immediately before sunset. 

Full details of the EWBS and how to apply can be found at www.bto.org/ewbs 

Breeding Bird Survey (BBS) and Waterways Breeding Bird Survey (WBS) 

Next an advertisement for vacant BBS squares. The BBS involves two early 
morning spring visits to an assigned 1-km square, to count all the birds you see 
or hear while walking two, in theory, 1-km lines across the square. To walk each 
line takes about 45 minutes and the whole visit about 2 hours. Surveyors need 
a good knowledge of birds, but if this is holding you back then it need not as the 
BTO run regular training courses. The next one in Dorset is “Bird ID & BBS” a 
two day non-residential course taking place on Mon 25th & Tue 26th Mar at 
RSPB Arne & Stoborough Heath.

http://www.bto.org/ewbs%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
http://www.bto.org/ewbs%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
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The following squares are available for 2019: 
•	 ST6509, this is to the north of Minterne Magna.   
•	 ST8326, ST8528 and ST8529, these are in the Gillingham area.   
•	 SU0115 and SU0217 to the east of Sixpenny Handley. 
•	 SU0514 and SU0815 these are in the Cranborne area. 
•	 ST9809 between Long Crichel and More Crichel. 
•	 SY3994 which is between Morcombelake and Whitchurch 

Canonicorum.  
•	 SY7295, SY7496 and SY7695 all to the north of Puddletown. 
•	 SY8381 near to Lulworth Camp. 
•	 SU0804 this is between Three Legged Cross and West Moors. 
•	 SZ1998 which is on the edge of Bransgore. !

If you are interested more details can be found at https://www.bto.org/
volunteer-surveys/bbs/taking-part. It’s like having a local patch but because you 
only visit twice a year any changes are more obvious. Have a go, it’s good fun!  
If you would rather try before you buy, you could sign up to survey one as part 
of the English Winter Birds Survey (see above). !
Waterways Breeding Bird Survey (WBBS) Vacant Squares. !
The methodology for the Waterways Breeding Bird Survey is the same as for 
the BBS except that the route follows a waterway. There are three vacant sites: 

•	 SY6094, a more accurate reference would be 6195, this is along the 
Frome to the north west of Frampton. 

•	 SY9098, this follows the River Winterbourne starting near Mapperton. 
•	 SY9999 starting from Wimborne Minster this follows the Stour. !

Bird Ringing 
If you think you would like to become a ringer and are prepared to travel to 
Wool for the privilege then I may be able to help. A ringing trainer for 
passerines (A 5291) has just lost his two current students to University 
education, so if you or someone you know might be interested, he’s on the 
hunt! He has enhanced DBS clearance for juniors.  
You can find his name on the BTO site (https://app.bto.org/ringingTrainers/
ringing-trainers.jsp) or by contacting me.  Other ringer trainers are available! 
   
Jack Winsper !
BTO Dorset Regional Representative 
JLWDorsetRR@outlook.com 

https://www.bto.org/volunteer-surveys/bbs/taking-part
https://app.bto.org/ringingTrainers/ringing-trainers.jsp
mailto:JLWDorsetRR@outlook.com
https://www.bto.org/volunteer-surveys/bbs/taking-part
https://app.bto.org/ringingTrainers/ringing-trainers.jsp
mailto:JLWDorsetRR@outlook.com
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Outdoor Field Visits – Richard Charman !
All of the walks are open to members and non-members and are FREE but 
please be aware that there may be a charge for car parking at some locations.  
Just turn up on the day at the meeting place / time advertised (unless booking 
is required or advised). !
Walk categories are as before: !
A: Easy – fairly short walk over relatively flat ground with no / few stiles. 
B: Medium – moderate distance and / or moderate hills and / or moderate 
number of stiles. 
C: Strenuous – long distance and /or steep hills and / or many stiles. !
Please wear appropriate clothing and footwear for the time of year. !
Sunday 6th January 2019 
Upton CP & Holes Bay Bird Crawl  09:30 – 15:30 approx. 
Just for fun, a more sedate version of a bird race.  How many species can you 
find around Upton Country Park and Holes Bay? 
Meet in the main car park at Upton Country Park (SY 992929) – charges apply. 
Category A – but can be muddy in places. !
Sunday 10th February 2019 
Blashford Lakes HWT  09:30 – all day. 
Meet in the Tern Hide car park off Ellingham Drove, 2 miles north of Ringwood 
(SU 151082). 
Donations for upkeep of the reserve can be made via the collection boxes at 
the Tern Hide or Visitor Centre. 
Category A. !
Sunday 24th March 2019 
Seacombe and Dancing Ledge  09:30 – all day. 
Meet in the car park in Worth Matravers (SY 974776) – charges apply. 
Category B/C – some steep hills / stiles. !
Sunday 28th April 2019 
Sturminster Newton  09:30 – 14:00 approx. 
Meet in the car park of Station Road (ST 787142) – charges apply. 
Category B – moderate distance with one or two steep hills. !
May 2019 – date to be confirmed. 
Leader: GEOFF UPTON Ringstead  08:00 – 10:30 approx. 
Meet at the eastern (far) end of the NT South Down car park (SY 759823). 
Category B – gradients. !
Friday 7th June 2019 
White Sheet Plantation, near Wimborne 19:30 – dark. 
Meet in the car park on the bend in the road (SU 048036). Nightjar walk. 
Category A.



Heathland Bird Surveys 
Peter Robertson (RSPB) !

Dorset is a brilliant county for birding, with more than its fair share of birding 
hotspots, from Portland Bill to Poole Harbour and a huge array of fantastic 
habitats for both wintering and breeding birds present across the county. The 
breeding birds for which Dorset is most important from a UK perspective are 
arguably the heathland species.  Dorset is a really important core part of the 
population ranges for Woodlark, Dartford Warbler, Nightjar, Hobby, Stonechat 
and others.The team at RSPB Arne survey our heathland birds each year both to 
inform the management work that we undertake and to contribute to the local 
and national picture of the population of these species. !
We are looking for some people to help us with our heathland bird surveys 
at our reserves at RSPB Grange, RSPB Stoborough, south of Wareham, 
and also at Livability Holton Lee, south of Lytchett Minster. !
What’s involved and what’s in it for me? !
The surveys require 3-4 visits in the period March to June, each of which would 
involve walking the site to get to within about 200m of all locations on the site 
and recording the locations of calling or displaying birds on basemaps provided. 
The key species to include on these surveys are Dartford Warbler and Woodlark, 
but the more species that can be recorded the better. These surveys could be 
done on your own or in pairs. !
In addition, surveying for calling Nightjars with 3 post dusk visits during the 
period May to early July.  These surveys should be done in pairs because of the 
risk of tripping over in the dark and knocking yourself unconscious on a tree 
stump or similar! !
These are annual surveys and ideally we are looking for people who are willing 
to commit to surveying these sites for a number of years. !
The daytime and Nightjar surveys could be carried out by different people and 
Stoborough Heath could be divided into two blocks to be surveyed by different 
people. !
If you’d like the motivation to be the first person out on a beautiful site, listening 
to calling Woodlark and Dartford Warbler, really getting to know a local patch 
while contributing to its conservation then this might be the opportunity for you. !
If you’re interested and would like to find out more then please contact Peter 
Robertson, RSPB Senior Sites Manager for Dorset Reserves on 
peter.robertson@rspb.org.uk or 07702 237375.
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DORSET HIGHLIGHTS-  
MARCH TO JUNE INCLUSIVE !

The majority of the following records have been taken from the Dorset Bird Club 
sightings page http://dorsetbirds.blogspot.co.uk/ and inclusion here does not 
constitute acceptance by the relevant rarity panel. This is not an exhaustive list & 
if you notice any errors or omissions please send them via email to 
admin@dorsetbirds.org.uk  !
If you were lucky enough to find a description species for the county please 
s u b m i t d e t a i l s a s s o o n a s p o s s i b l e a f t e r t h e s i g h t i n g t o 
recorder@dorsetbirds.org.uk using one of the forms found here http://
www.dorsetbirds.org.uk/dorset-bird-list/ !
WILDFOWL 
Mute Swan 319 in Christchurch Harbour 18th July. 
Whooper Swan the translocated individual remained at Abbotsbury Swannery 
throughout. A single juvenile at Hampreston Meadows/Longham Lakes 29th-31st 
October. 
Greenland White-fronted Goose 4 Abbotsbury Swannery 27th & 2 W 
Ferrybridge 28th October. 
Barnacle Goose 27 Rodden Hive 27th October. 
Black Brant 1 in The Fleet/Ferrybridge area from 28th October. 
Egyptian Goose 8 at Longham Lakes 17th July. 
Wigeon max 381 Holes Bay 3rd October. 
Pintail 5 in Brand’s Bay 2nd September. 
Garganey 1 Stanpit Marsh 11th and 1 Brownsea Lagoon 14th July. Abbotsbury 
Swannery held singles 1st & 13th, with 3 there 3rd and Longham Lakes had a 
juvenile from 3rd to 14th August. Abbotsbury Swannery noted 3 on 2nd & 23rd, and 
a single was at Longham Lakes 22nd September.  
Ring-necked Duck a 1cy drake at Lodmoor RSPB from 21st October. 
Scaup 1 at Abbotsbury Swannery from 27th with 2 from 29th October. 
Goosander 2 at Rodden Hive 19th July. 2 Ferrybridge 24th, 1 Little Sea, Studland 
25th (unusual here) and 3 W Abbotsbury Swannery 27th October. 
Red-breasted Merganser 1 on River Stour, Wimborne 29th October. 
Eider 1 Branksome 12th October. 
Common Scoter 10 past Portland Bill on 5th and 2 past there on 10th August. 6 
past St Aldhelm’s Head 8th, 1 off Mudeford Quay 11th, 11 past Portland Bill 14th 
and 15 in Weymouth Bay 24th September. 
Velvet Scoter 4 W past Durlston CP 3rd October. !
GALLIFORMES to HERONS 
Grey Partridge 4 at St Aldhelm’s Head 29th September. 
Quail 1 heard in Charlton Down area 1st July. 
Red-throated Diver Singles past Mudeford Quay, East Bexington, Portland Bill  
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and Christchurch Harbour, 11th, 23rd, 25th, 31st October respectively. 
Black Throated Diver 1 past Portland Bill 19th August. 1 in Poole Harbour 23rd 
and 1 E past Mudeford Quay 29th October. 
Great Northern Diver Singles past Portland Bill, Durlston CP and West 
Bexington 11th, 13th 30th October respectively. 
Black-necked Grebe 1 at Abbotsbury Swannery 20th-21st July was unseasonal. 
First record of presumably wintering birds on the 2nd October with 4 in Studland 
Bay, best count 6 Studland Bay 30th. 
Cory’s Shearwater 1 reported off West Bay 11th July. 
Sooty Shearwater 3 past Portland Bill 29th July. Singles past Portland Bill on 
10th and 12th with 4 past on 26th August. 
Great Shearwater singles reported past Portland Bill on 27th & 29th July.  
Manx Shearwater best counts in July: 21 past Abbotsbury Beach 6th and 239 in 
1 hour Portland Bill 28th. Highest August count was 58 past Portland Bill 10th. 
Singles past Portland Bill 2nd/11th September and 18 past on the 5th. 
Balearic Shearwater best count 34+ past Portland Bill 29th July. Peak August 
count past Portland Bill was 45 on 24th. Best count in September was 131 past 
Portland Bill on 7th. Portland Bill had 1 past 5th and 2 past 12th October. 
Storm Petrel 1 Hengistbury Head 28th July. 2 at Portland Bill 16th August. 
Leach’s Petrel 1 Stanpit Marsh 21st September. 
Spoonbill 1’s and 2’s recorded at several sites throughout July. Recorded all 
through August, mainly in Poole Harbour and Christchurch Harbour, best count 
18 Brownsea Lagoon 31st. Highest counts 19 Brownsea and 31 Arne RSPB 27th 
September. Recorded right through October peak count 66 Shipstal Point on 
18th. 
Bittern A single at Radipole Lake RSPB 8th & 13th September. Singles at 
Lodmoor RSPB 3rd and Radipole Lake RSPB 12th October. 
Cattle Egret singles at Little Sea 17th and Arne RSPB 24th/25th July. 1 at 
Middlebere 1st August. Birds were recorded at 12 sites in various numbers 
during September with the roost at Abbotsbury Swannery having a count of 19 
on the 27th. Numbers then exploded in October with a county record of 50 just 
west of Portesham on 28th with these birds roosting at Abbotsbury Swannery. 
Given the exceptional numbers recorded, the DRP have taken the retrospective 
decision that descriptions will not be required from 1st January 2018 onwards. 
Purple Heron 1 juvenile frequented the roost at Little Sea, Studland, from 16th 
July until 1st September. 
Great White Egret singles noted at several sites, 7 briefly at Lytchett Fields 
RSPB 14th July. Seen at several sites, maximum of 3 at Lodmoor RSPB 13th/
14th/22nd during August. Recorded in 1-2 across the county during September. 
1-3 birds recorded at 10 sites during October. 
Little Egret There were c67 recorded in the Lytchett Bay area 30th August. !
RAPTORS TO COOT 
Hen Harrier Single ringtails at Arne RSPB 14th, Swineham 21st, a single at 
Keysworth 25th and a juvenile male in the Wareham area from the 20th for 9 
days in August. Singles at Beaminster Down and Butterstreet Cove 26th, 29th 
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September. Singles noted at 6 sites in October including 2 males. 
Osprey 14 Translocation Project birds arrived from Scotland 11th July. A single 
bird spent all of July in the Poole Harbour area. 5 translocation birds had 
fledged by 31st July. Various numbers recorded right through August at several 
sites on a daily basis which included the translocated birds. Noted at several 
sites mainly as singles through September. Single birds recorded during 
October over 4 sites. 
Honey Buzzard 1 over St Leonards 25th August. 1 over Church Ope Quarry, 
Portland 9th October. 
Rough-legged Buzzard 1 over Portland Bill 31st October. 
Red Kite 1 over Avon Causeway 16th, 1 over Lytchett Fields RSPB 17th and 3 
over Blandford St Mary 24th July. Singles over Arne Moors RSPB 3rd and over 
Wick 4th August. 1 over Lytchett Fields RSPB 5th September. Seen over 7 sites 
during October. 
Hobby 1 over Holt Heath 2nd, 2 Stoborough and 1 Longham Lakes 3rd and 1 
Abbotsbury Swannery 6th July. Singles recorded at 10 sites during August. 4 
birds recorded at Verwood 8th but mainly seen as singles through September at 
various sites. Singles at Lodmoor RSPB 2nd/3rd, Slepe Heath 11th and Portland 
Bill 15th in October. 
Merlin single at Abbotsbury Swannery 30th/31st August. Singles at Portland Bill 
5th, Ferrybridge 7th and St Aldhelm’s Head 28th September. Recorded right 
through October, being seen at 13 sites. 
Spotted Crake 1 at Lodmoor RSPB 20th-26th September. 
Common Crane 2 in the Poole Harbour area 24th-26th September. 
Stone Curlew 1 in the Durlston area 3rd September. !
WADERS 
Avocet 6 Brownsea Lagoon 7th July. 85 on Brownsea Lagoon 12th and 350 at 
Middlebere 30th September. 500 on Brownsea Lagoon 22nd October. 
Golden Plover 2 over St Aldhelm’s Head 28th and 1 over White Nothe 29th 
September. 290 at Maiden Castle 31st October. 
Grey Plover 1 Lytchett Fields RSPB 3rd July. 9 birds at Middlebere (3 in 
summer plumage) during August. 
Little Ringed Plover birds recorded at several sites, single juveniles at Stanpit 
Marsh 6th and Brownsea Lagoon 11th, best count 12 Lytchett Fields RSPB 3rd 
July. 1 juvenile Lodmoor RSPB 23rd August.  
Ringed Plover in August max counts at Ferrybridge were 50 on 7th, 63 on 8th 
and 75 on 19th. 50 at Ferrybridge on 13th September. 
Dotterel a juvenile was photographed at Durlston CP on 8th August. 
Whimbrel seen at several sites, best count 20+ Stanpit Marsh 25th July. Noted 
at 8 sites during August with a max of up to 10 birds. Small numbers recorded 
at Stanpit Marsh and Middlebere during September. 1 on Lytchett Fields RSPB 
10th October. 
Black-tailed Godwit peak monthly counts: 306 at Middlebere 11th August and 
c700 at Middlebere 30th September. 
Bar-tailed Godwit 20 on Brownsea Lagoon 11th August.
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Knot 1 on Brownsea Lagoon 11th, 4 at Ferrybridge 21st, up to 3 birds Stanpit 
Marsh 25th/26th July. Birds at Abbotsbury, Brownsea Lagoon and Stanpit Marsh 
in August. Noted at 6 sites during September best counts 20 Hengistbury Head 
4th and 16 Middlebere 13th. 
Ruff 1 Abbotsbury Swannery 12th and 2 Stanpit Marsh 26th July. Mainly singles 
noted through August, however 19 flew over Hengistbury Head 28th. Singles at 
Lodmoor RSPB, Lytchett Fields RSPB and Stanpit Marsh early to middle of the 
month, 2 in Christchurch Harbour 23rd September. A single through October at 
Lodmoor RSPB. 
Curlew Sandpiper 3 Lodmoor RSPB 18th, 2 Abbotsbury 19th, singles at 
Lytchett Fields RSPB and Stanpit Marsh 26th/30th July. Mainly singles seen 
through August with 1 juvenile Ferrybridge 22nd and 1 Brownsea Lagoon 31st. 
Mainly singles at 6 sites through September, 3 Brownsea 12th and 2 Stanpit 
Marsh 14th. 1 at Stanpit Marsh 1st and 1 at Arne RSPB 3rd October. 
Little Stint a very poor autumn: 1 Lytchett Fields RSPB 23rd July. 1 Stanpit 
Marsh 26th August. 1 Brownsea Lagoon 3rd-7th and 1 at Middlebere 20th 
September. 
Pectoral Sandpiper 1 briefly at Lodmoor RSPB 20th September. 
Grey Phalarope Singles seen at 9 sites from the middle of September, with 5 
at Abbotsbury Swannery 22nd. 1 at Lodmoor RSPB 1st-4th and 1 at Lyme Regis 
12th-14th October. 
Common Sandpiper very prevalent from the middle of July, best counts 9 
Stanpit Marsh 16th & 17th, 7 Abbotsbury 24th and 6+ Lodmoor RSPB 31st. 
Recorded at 9 sites, best numbers 6 Lytchett Fields RSPB 3rd, 6 Lodmoor 
RSPB 4th and 5 Abbotsbury Swannery 20th August. Recorded at Christchurch 
Harbour, Ferrybridge, Lodmoor RSPB, Longham Lakes, Lytchett Fields RSPB 
and Stanpit Marsh during September. 
Green Sandpiper good numbers at Lytchett Fields RSPB, 17 3rd, 26 12th, 23 
16th and 20 19th-25th were the best in July. Again Lytchett Fields RSPB 
produced a high number of 18 birds 25th August. Mainly at Lytchett Fields RSPB 
in September, best number 8 27th. Singles at various sites in October with 4 
Lytchett Fields 11th. 
Spotted Redshank 1-2 recorded at several sites from 10th July. Mainly singles 
at 5 sites during August. A single was at Lytchett Fields RSPB right through 
September, singles were also at 5 other sites, best count 8 at Middlebere 18th. 
Seen at 3 sites with 5 on Brownsea Lagoon 27th October. 
Greenshank best counts 10 Lytchett Fields RSPB 23rd and 10 Corfe Channel 
26th July. Best counts in August 15 at Brownsea Lagoon 12th and 25th. Birds 
recorded mainly in the Brownsea and Christchurch areas during September. 
Noted at Lytchett Fields RSPB and Lodmoor RSPB during October.  
Lesser Yellowlegs 1 at Lodmoor RSPB from 24th September until end October, 
also visiting Radipole Lake RSPB. 
Wood Sandpiper a single at Abbotsbury Swannery 4th July. Singles noted at 6 
sites with 1 bird at Lytchett Fields RSPB 6th-14th August. 1 in Christchurch 
Harbour 14th-15th September.  
Jack Snipe 1 Christchurch Harbour 28th October.
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SKUAS TO TERNS 
Great Skua 8 past Portland Bill 29th July. 3 past Portland Bill 26th August. 1 past 
Portland Bill 9th September. 1 off Portland Bill 4th, singles past Durlston CP 11th 
& 13th October. 
Pomarine Skua 1 on Abbotsbury Beach 14th July. 1 past Portland Bill 26th 
August. 
Arctic Skua 1 pale phase past Ferrybridge 28th and singles past Hengistbury 
Head and Portland Bill 30th July. 1 past Portland Bill 2nd and Mudeford Quay had 
2 past 19th, 3 27th August. 2 past Portland Bill 14th September. 1 past Durlston 
CP 13th October. 
Mediterranean Gull 400 at Lodmoor RSPB, including 263 juveniles 4th August. 
1 leucistic bird at Radipole Lake RSPB 10th September. 260 off Durlston CP 13th 
October. 
Caspian Gull A juvenile at Lodmoor RSPB 9th and one 1cy bird Portland Bill 
26th September. 1cy at Abbotsbury Swannery 29th October. 
Yellow-legged Gull a juvenile on The Fleet 23rd, 6 Portland 28th, 12 Portland 
and 1 Ferrybridge 29th July. 7 at Tarrant Rushton Airfield 19th and 2 at Mudeford 
Quay 26th August. Singles at Brownsea 3rd, Mudeford Quay 4th & 11th with 2 1cy 
birds Mudeford Quay and 2 1cy birds at Portland Bill 12th September. 2 1cy and 
1 2cy at Portland Bill 2nd, 4 in Lytchett Bay 3rd, singles at Stanpit Marsh 3rd, 
Mudeford Quay 5th, Lytchett Bay 13th and Ferrybridge 24th October. 
Little Gull a single Portland Bill 6th July. A juvenile Ferrybridge 9th and 1 adult 
off Mudeford Quay 11th September. 1 off Durlston CP 7th & 13th October. 
Glaucous Gull 1 Weymouth Bay 30th October. 
Iceland Gull 1 past Mudeford Quay 11th October.

Lesser Yellowlegs - Lodmoor RSPB - Simon Buckell
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Sandwich Tern 210 Christchurch Harbour 8th August. 57 off Mudeford Quay 11th 
September.  
Arctic Tern 1 Abbotsbury Swannery 10th July. 1 past Mudeford Quay 12th and 1 
in Poole Harbour 27th August. 1 Lytchett Fields RSPB 20th and 1 Mudeford Quay 
22nd September. 1 Lyme Regis 14th October. 
Roseate Tern 2 on Brownsea Island Lagoon 14th-20th July. 1 Poole Harbour 27th 
September. 
Black Tern 1 Christchurch Harbour 8th, 1 juvenile Rodden Hive 24th, 1 past 
Chesil Beach 26th and a juvenile at Longham Lakes 27th-30th August. Singles at 
Mudeford Quay 11th, Chesil Cove 19th and past Hengistbury Head 22nd 
September. Singles at Lynch Cove (juv) 11th, Charmouth 12th and 2 Lyme Regis 
13th October. !
AUKS TO WOODPECKERS 
Little Auk 1 off East Cliffs, Portland 29th October. 
Turtle Dove 1 Portland Bill 30th September. Singles Portland 4th, Hengistbury 
Head 5th and Abbotsbury Swannery 7th-9th October. 
Cuckoo 1 Radipole Lake RSPB 2nd, 1 adult Middlebere and 1 juvenile Hartland 
Moor 5th July. 1 Stoborough Heath 7th August. 1 Hartland Moor 16th October. 
Short-eared Owl 1 Durlston CP 30th August. Singles Durlston CP 1st, Portland 
12th and Weymouth Bay 24th September. Recorded at 9 sites with best counts of 
4 Stanpit Marsh 21st and 7 Portland Bill 21st October. 

Nightjar A single West Bexington 29th-31st. Durlston CP trapped 6 birds between 
25th & 31st August. 2 ringed 1st and 2 6th at Durlston CP in September. 
Swift 10 Hengistbury Head 20th and 5+ Longham Lakes, 2 Hengistbury Head 
25th August. 
Hoopoe 1 on Portland 1st-5th October. 
Wryneck 1 Lulworth Camp 8th and 1 Portland Bird Observatory 29th-30th, 1 in 
Pimperne 24th August. Singles recorded in the Wick area 1st-4th, Portland 3rd & 
6th and Easton 30th September. 1 Longham Lakes 21st October. !
LARKS TO WHEATEARS 
Skylark 90 St Aldhelm’s Head 30th September. Best movement during October 
65+ over St Aldhelm’s Head 1st, 416 through West Bexington 7th, 2,000 over 
Abbotsbury Swannery and 2,230 over West Bay 18th. 
Woodlark recorded at 9 sites through October. 
Swallow several 1,000’s E over West Bexington 31st August. 1,000+ over 
Christchurch Harbour 25th September. 170 E West Bexington 7th, 2 West Bay 
18th and 9 E Durlston CP 27th October. 
Red-rumped Swallow 1 reported over Hengistbury Head 26th September. 
Meadow Pipit 4,000 over Christchurch Harbour 22nd & 1,000 over Hengistbury 
Head 24th September. 133 over West Bexington 7th and 1,700 over Hengistbury 
Head 18th October. 
Tree Pipit movement recorded at several sites, best counts 20 Durlston CP 14th  



and 18 Portland Bill 22nd August. 2 at Abbotsbury Swannery 13th September. 
Yellow Wagtail 1 Abbotsbury Swannery 6th and 1 Holton Lee 28th July. 14 sites 
reported birds, best counts were c200 Rodden Hive, 59 Portland Bill, c20 
Lytchett Fields RSPB 24th, 44 Portland Bill, 25 Greenlands Farm, 19 Ringstead 
Bay 25th, 150 Abbotsbury Swannery, 45 over Hengistbury Head 30th and 45 
Portland Bill, 44 Christchurch Harbour 31st August. 18 sites recorded birds, 
highest counts were 50+ Forston 3rd, 59 Portland Bill, 31 Ringstead Bay & 19 
Christchurch Harbour 5th, 20+ Lytchett Fields RSPB 6th and 30 Swineham 9th 
September. 2 Sunnyside Farm 5th, singles Stanpit Marsh 3rd and West 
Bexington 28th October. 
Blue-headed Wagtail (M. f. flava) 1 was trapped and ringed Hengistbury Head 
31st August. 
Redstart 1 Lambert’s Castle 29th July. 1-2 recorded at 9 sites during August. 16 
sites recorded singles up to 5s in September with Durlston CP having 14 on the 
3rd. Recorded at 4 sites mainly as singles during October. 
Black Redstart Singles recorded across Portland 15th-25th and 1 West 
Bexington 28th October. 
Wheatear best count for August 17 Ringstead Bay 25th. 3 sites recorded birds 
in September the best 24 St Aldhelm’s Head 24th. 6 Stanpit Marsh 1st , singles at 
St Aldhelm’s Head 1st, Portland Bill 16th and West Bexington 28th October.  
Whinchat 14 sites recorded birds, best counts 5 Portland Bird Observatory 23rd, 
8 Portland Bill 25th and 11 Abbotsbury 30th in August. Birds were recorded at 14 
sites in September, best count 9 Portland Bill 2nd. 1 Stanpit Marsh 3rd October. !
THRUSHES TO STARLINGS 
Fieldfare 40 Middlebere 22nd October. 
Ring Ouzel recorded from the 8th September in ones and twos, mainly on 
Portland. 1 trapped & ringed Portland Bird Observatory 11th during October. 
Wood Warbler 1 Worth Matravers 7th August. Singles trapped & ringed Portland 
Bill 3rd & 7th September. 
Willow Warbler 33 Portland 5th, 18 Christchurch Harbour & 24 Portland Bird 
Observatory 17th, 25 Hengistbury Head 20th, 55 Portland Bill 21st and 135 
Portland Bill 22nd were the best counts in August. 
Yellow-browed Warbler noted from the 7th October with 4 on Portland on 21st 
being the highest single site count thereafter. 
Blackcap 55 ringed 1st and 120+ 6th at Durlston CP in September. 
Garden Warbler 2 Durlston CP 11th, singles Portland Bird Observatory 17th, 
Wick 22nd and Portland Bill 24th August. 
Barred Warbler 1 trapped & ringed at Portland Bird Observatory 26th October, 
seen again 29th. 
Lesser Whitethroat 8 Durlston CP 6th September, the highest count of the 
autumn. 
Whitethroat 35 Hengistbury Head 7th and 20 Christchurch Harbour 17th August. 
Noted at 5 sites in September, best count 50+ Durlston CP 6th. 
Grasshopper Warbler 1 trapped & ringed at Portland Bird Observatory 21st, 1 
Abbotsbury 25th and 1 Christchurch 26th July. 3 Durlston CP 16th, 2 Portland Bill

13
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25th and 6 ringed West Bexington 30th August. 2 ringed 1st, singles seen 10th & 
13th at Durlston CP in September. 1 Lytchett Heath 5th October. 
Melodious Warbler 1 Portland Bird Observatory 21st-22nd August.  
AQUATIC WARBLER 1 trapped & ringed on The Fleet 13th August. 

Firecrest 3 at Brownsea 9th, 5 Christchurch Harbour 22nd, 2 Hengistbury Head 
26th and 4 on Portland 29th September. Recorded at 8 sites with a best count of 
10 Hengistbury Head 31st during October. 
Spotted Flycatcher 4 Wareham Forest 1st July. Recorded at 11 sites during 
August. Recorded at 13 sites during September in singles up to 5s, Ashley 
Chase hosted 9 on the 3rd. 
Pied Flycatcher 14 sites recorded birds, best count 14 on Portland 4th in 
August. Reported at 5 sites in September mainly singles. 
Marsh Tit 2 Langton Matravers 31st October. 
Red-backed Shrike 1 female in Seacombe Valley 26th September. 
Woodchat Shrike 1 juvenile West Bexington 19th-20th August. 
Jackdaw 2,180 over West Bay 21st October. 
Rose-coloured Starling 1 on Portland 24th September. 

SPARROWS to BUNTINGS 
House Sparrow 185+ St Aldhelm’s Head 29th August. 
Tree Sparrow 1st ever breeding record at Portland Bird Observatory:

Aquatic Warbler - The Fleet - 13th August - Freddy Alway
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If you have any suggestions for articles for future inclusion in the newsletter 
then please forward them to admin@dorsetbirds.org.uk for consideration. 
These can range from a review of a book, your best days birding or a scientific 
study. !
The Daily Sightings blog http://dorsetbirds.blogspot.co.uk is updated by an ever 
dwindling group of volunteers and we need at least two more people to help 
maintain it. This involves collating information from around the county and 
uploading it to the blog which takes roughly half an hour or so (sometimes less 
on quiet days). Depending on the number of people on the rota you will update 
the blog on 3 or 4 day shifts every 3 or 4 weeks so it isn’t really an overly 
onerous task - please let me know if you can help. !
Lastly, if you are lucky enough to photograph a rare or scarce bird in the county 
then please consider forwarding a copy to dorsetbirdclub@hotmail.com for 
inclusion on the daily sightings page. !
We are also very grateful for any top quality photographs of commoner species 
and if space and time allows these will also be added to the blog.

2 broods with 5 or 6 fledglings in July. 1 at Hengistbury Head 13th September. 2 
Winspit 25th October. 
Brambling recorded at 6 sites best count 5 West Bay in October. 
Crossbill 24 E over Durlston CP 11th October. 
Goldfinch 1,830 E over Durlston CP 11th, 3,200 over Hengistbury Head 18th 
October. 
Linnet 400 E over West Bexington 7th, 1,720 over Durlston CP 11th, 400 over 
Christchurch Harbour 16th, 1,355 over West Bay and 2,800 over Hengistbury 
Head 18th October. 
Hawfinch 1 over Durlston CP 1st, 1 over Wick Fields 26th September. Singles 
over Durlston CP 3rd, 17th, Hengistbury Head 18th and 3 over Durlston CP 11th 
October. 
Common Rosefinch 1 trapped & ringed Portland Bird Observatory 28th 
September. 
Little Bunting 1 Portland 16th-17th October. 
Lapland Bunting 1 White Nothe 29th September. Singles Abbotsbury 
Swannery and Hengistbury Head 18th, Portland 26th October. 
Ortolan Bunting 2 over Portland Bird Observatory 28th and 1 over Portland Bill 
31st August. 1 at Ferrybridge 3rd, 2 on Portland 3rd-5th and 1 St Aldhelm’s Head 
6th September.

mailto:admin@dorsetbirds.org.uk
http://dorsetbirds.blogspot.co.uk
mailto:dorsetbirdclub@hotmail.com
mailto:admin@dorsetbirds.org.uk
http://dorsetbirds.blogspot.co.uk
mailto:dorsetbirdclub@hotmail.com


!
Bournemouth 
Natural  
Science Society !!!

39 Christchurch  Rd,  
Bournemouth,  
Dorset, BH1 3NS. 
Tel:  01202 553525     
Charity No: 219585 !
BNSS Welcomes all to lectures, donations in 
lieu of admission charge. !
We have a wide programme of lectures/field 
trips please see our website for full details. !
http://www.bnss.org.uk !
Charity no: 219585
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We offer a range of birdwatching experiences with 
small  friendly  groups  and  expert  local  guides. 
Covering  Dorset,  New  Forest  and  the  Hampshire 
Coast  and  short  breaks  at  birding  hot  spots  in 
Britain and further afield. 
 

Please visit our website at 
www.twoowlsbirding.blogspot.co.uk or 
contact Jackie Tel: 01202 620049 Email:

 twoowls.birding@btinternet.com

CALLUNA BOOKS
Specialists in out-of-print

NATURAL HISTORY BOOKS
Books bought & sold

Log on to the website for our stock list
or contact us for a copy of our

latest catalogue

T: 01929 552 560
E: enquiries@callunabooks.co.uk

W: www.callunabooks.co.uk

10% discount to DBC members

Callers welcome by appointment
Neil Gartshore, Moor Edge, 2 Bere Road

Wareham, BH20 4DD

Calluna Books now publish 
The Birdwatcher’s Yearbook 

The 2019 edition is now available 
@ £18.00 incl. postage

(usual price £20.00) 



CALLUNA BOOKS

Specialists in out-of-print
NATURAL HISTORY BOOKS

Books bought & sold

Log on to our website for a full stock list
or contact us for a copy of our

latest catalogue

T: 01929 552 560
E: enquiries@callunabooks.co.uk

W: www.callunabooks.co.uk

10% discount to DBC members

Visitors welcome by appointment
Neil Gartshore, Moor Edge, 2 Bere Road

Wareham, BH20 4DD

John Tennent, Dorset Bird Artist:  we have  
selection of unmounted prints - ask for details


