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From the Editor - Marcus Lawson 

Firstly, I would like to thank the committee for all their hard work in arranging 
what was an excellent and educational conference on 23rd February. The quality 
of speakers is testimony to the wonderful people we have in Dorset who are 
endeavouring to do all they can in their various capacities to protect and 
enhance our local environment. A full write up of the day can be found on the 
next page. 

FACEBOOK 
Nick Hull has very kindly agreed to take on the admin and moderator duties for 
the Club’s ever expanding Facebook group for which I am extremely grateful. 

RED KITE WING TAGS 
Trevor Squire and his team of ringers have been fitting Red Kite with bright 
yellow wing tags showing one letter and one number. The work is being carried 
out in north Dorset, Wiltshire and Berkshire and if you see a Red Kite and are 
able to read the wing tag then please could you either let Trevor know via email  
trevorsquire65@gmail.com or contact the BTO with any details. 

AGM 
This year’s AGM is to be held on the 22nd May in the Quarterjack Suite of the 
Allendale Centre, Wimborne, BH21 1AS. Doors open at 7pm for a 7:30pm start 
and after a short illustrated talk we expect to wrap up proceedings by 9:30pm. 

2017 ANNUAL REPORT 
The vast majority of Species Accounts have been written for the report and are 
now at the sub-editing stage. My utmost gratitude goes to Geoff Upton who has 
been the driving force in getting things back up to date both with regard the 
report and the Dorset Records Panel. 

Lastly, if you have any articles which you feel will enhance the newsletter I would 
be most grateful to receive them for possible inclusion. We would also welcome 
any in depth papers on population trends etc for inclusion in the Annual Report. 
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Over a third of the membership now receive this newsletter via email as a pdf 
file. This saves the club money on printing costs & postage and you benefit by 
receiving it sooner than by post. The photo quality is far superior and are all in 
colour plus you are able to click on the links rather than type them in manually. 
If you would like to receive a pdf copy of the newsletter then let me know by 
email admin@dorsetbirds.org.uk Please also specify if you would like to 
receive it as a 3mb file (higher resolution) or 1mb file (still ok but photos not as 
sharp).
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DBC/BTO Conference – Wimborne 23rd February 2019 
Jol Mitchell 

The Club held a joint Conference with the BTO in February at the Queen 
Elizabeth’s School in Wimborne, continuing the practice of holding a conference 
every other year.  The theme of the Conference was ‘Conservation in Action’.  
When the Committee started to formulate plans for the event, we agreed that 
we needed to have an uplifting theme to try and counter the all-pervading gloom 
caused by plastics, Trump and Brexit. 

George Green set the scene for the day’s proceedings by describing Dorset’s 
bird winners and losers over the last twenty years or so; he also reminded us all 
of the importance of participating in surveys. Turning to the sub-theme of ‘Action 
for Habitats’, Shaun Robson described the work carried out at RSPB Lytchett 
Fields (part-funded by DBC) and the importance of patiently engaging with local 
stakeholders. Shaun was followed by Peter Moore of Butterfly Conservation 
who described the benefits (both conservation and financial) of Dorset County 
Council’s (his former employer) approach to maintaining public open spaces to 
benefit pollinators. The theme of practical conservation was continued by Martin 
Cade of the Portland Bird Observatory and James Phillips who described the 
land management of the Observatory’s ever-increasing land holdings. The final 
session of the morning was different but equally stimulating - Ali Quinney of 
DCC described the role of her team of ecologists in improving the 
environmental performance of new developments; she also gave the audience 
advice on how they could participate in the planning process. 

We then broke for an excellent buffet lunch, the opportunity to catch up with 
friends and colleagues, and the chance to look at the stalls. Very many thanks 
to stall-holders who most kindly donated prizes to the successful raffle. 

The afternoon sessions focused on ‘Action for Species’. Terry Elborn of the 
Stour Ringing Group and Brian Cresswell of Biotrack described their project to 
track Nightjars (part funded by DBC) in and away from their Dorset heathlands.  
The tracks of some of the birds (including one that flew down a road in 
Broadstone) were fascinating. Next up was Kevin Rylands of the RSPB who 
described the twists and turns in the fortunes of Chesil’s Little Tern colony and 
the measures taken by the project team to protect these special birds and 
increase their productivity. After a break for tea, we were treated to the two final 
sessions of the Conference from BTO speakers. Hugh Hanmer described 
insights gained into the behaviour of owl species through Project Owl. The 
tracking of a Short-eared Owl from Scotland to Scandinavia and back, and 
beyond, was a revelation. The BTO’s Cuckoo tracking project is well-known and 
Chris Hewson’s presentation revealed the interesting insights that the project is 
bringing, particularly related to the different routes and stop-off places used by 
the birds on their journeys between the UK and Africa. 
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This was probably the Club’s most successful Conference. In addition to 
speakers, over 120 people attended and the feedback from attendees at the 
event and afterwards on social media was gratifyingly positive.  The Committee 
would like to thank all the speakers for their excellent presentations and the 
staff of Queen Elizabeth’s School for their help in planning the event and 
support (including IT) on the day.  Although the plan was to break even, the day 
raised over £400 which we intend to donate to the BTO and to the RSPB’s 
Chesil Little Tern project. 

Here’s to the next Conference in 2021! 

NEWS FROM THE BTO IN DORSET 
Tawny Owl Point Survey 
This survey ran last autumn. Detailed analysis is ongoing but initial figures for 
Dorset are that an excellent 364 visits were made, and 87 owls were heard 
hooting while 59 were heard calling. The conclusion being reached that 110 
territories were detected. 

There was a possibility that this survey would be repeated again this year but 
the decision has now been taken not to do so.   

English Winter Birds Survey (EWBS) 
This survey concludes in March. It was focussed on 1km Breeding Bird Survey 
(BBS) squares, 64 of those, which had more that 50% farmland, were 
designated high priority, and a commendable 49 of that cadre of 64 were 
surveyed. 

The online data entry system was not available until mid-February where users 
were able to get a preview of what is to become the new and improved BBS 
service. Any feedback, good or bad would be welcomed. 

Breeding Bird Survey (BBS) and Waterways Breeding Bird 
Survey (WBBS). 
Which brings me neatly onto the BBS and its sister project the Waterways 
Breeding Bird Survey (WBBS). If you already perform a BBS/WBBS survey you 
should be aware that the home site has undergone a bit of makeover.  Some of 
it you will not appreciate until you come to submit your results but one important 
change that needs to be considered now is under the “My Details and Settings” 
and relates to what paper documents you would like in order to complete your 
task. If you have not filled in the relevant box and are yet to receive any forms, 
that may well be the reason so could you visit it as a matter of urgency please.
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Below is a list of vacant BBS squares. The BBS involves two early morning 
spring visits to an assigned 1-km square, to count all the birds you see or 
hear while walking two, in theory, 1-km lines across the square. To walk each 
line takes about 45 minutes and the whole visit about 2 hours. 

• ST8326, ST8528 and ST8529, these are in the Gillingham area.   
• SU0115 and SU0217 to the east of Sixpenny Handley. 
• SU0804 this is between Three Legged Cross and West Moors. 
• SY3896 located in the Marshwood Vale between Whitchurch 

Canonicorum and Wooton Fitzpaine 
• SY3994 which is between Morcombelake and Whitchurch 

Canonicorum.  
• SY4392 this can be found to the west of Bridport and east of 

Chideock 
• SY7295, SY7496 and SY7695, all to the north of Puddletown. 
• SY8381 near to Lulworth Camp 
• SY9688 on the Arne peninsular 
• SZ0085 which is mainly water going by the name of Newton Bay and 

the adjacent square SY9985 

If you are interested, more details can be found at https://www.bto.org/
volunteer-surveys/bbs/taking-part.  

Waterways Breeding Bird Survey (WBBS) Vacant Squares 

The methodology for the Waterways Breeding Bird Survey is the same as for 
the BBS except that the route follows a waterway. There are two vacant sites: 

• SY6094, a more accurate reference would be 6195, this is along the 
Frome to the north west of Frampton. 

• SY9098, this follows the River Winterbourne starting near Mapperton. 

and finally… 
English Farm Woodland Bird Survey 

Since 1988, over 22,000 farm woods have been planted in England. The 
woods are mostly small, between 1 and 5 hectares in size. These farm woods 
were planted in a wide variety of settings, ranging from complete isolation 
through to alongside existing established woodland.  

Working with the Forestry Commission there is to be a survey of these woods 
to provide data on how birds have colonised “woods planted in farmland”. This 
provides a very interesting natural experiment to assess how well birds have 
colonised these new woodlands.   

Being woodland, to detect birdlife ears will be just as important as eyes, so if 
you can recognise typical woodland species by call and would be interested 

https://www.bto.org/volunteer-surveys/bbs/taking-part
https://www.bto.org/volunteer-surveys/bbs/taking-part
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please visit https://www.bto.org/volunteer-surveys/english-farm-woodland-bird-
survey for more details and to apply. Four morning visits are required between 
15 March 2019 and 15 July 2019	

Because the Forestry Commission know the names and addresses of land 
owners and they are not allowed to tell the BTO, they will make the initial 
approach to arrange access. 

Jack Winsper 

BTO Dorset Regional Representative 
Email JLWDorsetRR@outlook.com 
And follow BTO Dorset on Twitter @BTO Dorset 

Outdoor Field Visits – Richard Charman 
All of the walks are open to members and non-members and are FREE but 
please be aware that there may be a charge for car parking at some locations.  
Just turn up on the day at the meeting place / time advertised (unless booking 
is required or advised). 

Walk categories are as before: 

A: Easy – fairly short walk over relatively flat ground with no / few stiles. 
B: Medium – moderate distance and / or moderate hills and / or moderate 
number of stiles. 
C: Strenuous – long distance and /or steep hills and / or many stiles. 

Please wear appropriate clothing and footwear for the time of year. 

Sunday 28th April 2019 

Sturminster Newton  09:30 – 14:00 approx. 
Meet in the car park of Station Road (ST 787142) – charges apply. 
Category B – moderate distance with one or two steep hills. 

Sunday 5th May 2019 

Ringstead  08:00 – 10:30 approx. 
Leader: GEOFF UPTON 
Meet at the eastern (far) end of the NT South Down car park (SY 759823). 
Category B – gradients. 

Friday 7th June 2019 

White Sheet Plantation, near Wimborne 19:30 – dark. 
Meet in the car park on the bend in the road (SU 048036). Nightjar walk. 
Category A.

https://www.bto.org/volunteer-surveys/english-farm-woodland-bird-survey
mailto:JLWDorsetRR@outlook.com
https://www.bto.org/volunteer-surveys/english-farm-woodland-bird-survey
mailto:JLWDorsetRR@outlook.com


SEARCHING FOR DORSET’S LOST BIRDS 
VOLUNTEERS REQUIRED TO HELP WITH BIRD SURVEYS 

Are Turtle Dove and Willow Tit really extinct as breeding birds in Dorset? How 
many of the west Dorset streams and rivers still support Dipper? Are Little Owl 
really declining as badly as reports suggest? 

The last complete census of Dorset’s breeding birds was undertaken during 
1987-1994 when all 763 tetrads (2kmx2km squares) in the county were 
surveyed. The number of breeding species per tetrad ranged from a miserable 
22 to an astonishing 99 with an average of 53. 

Changes in the fortunes of many of Dorset’s breeding birds in the past 30-40 
years have been considerable. It would seem timely, if not long overdue, to 
undertake surveys throughout the entire county. 

From personal experience, I know that many organisations responsible for 
protecting, managing and improving Dorset’s landscapes and habitats are keen 
to use sound scientific information. Such information can alert us to continuing 
and further declines in some bird populations, but also demonstrate the value of 
habitat enhancement schemes in reversing these declines. 

Before deciding the final plan for any future surveys, it will be useful to find out 
how many of our members are willing to help. It is likely that the plan will involve 
surveying tetrads distributed throughout the county. Some tetrads will be 
surveyed for all breeding birds and other tetrads for certain target species which 
are known to be in decline.   

If you are willing to help, please let me know ASAP at gp.green505@gmail.com 

I also need to know where in the county you are willing to undertake surveys.  

George Green.
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Distribution 
of breeding 
Willow Tit 
in Dorset 
1987-1994 
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DORSET HIGHLIGHTS-  
NOVEMBER TO FEBRUARY INCLUSIVE 

The majority of the following records have been taken from the Dorset Bird Club 
sightings page http://dorsetbirds.blogspot.co.uk/ and inclusion here does not 
constitute acceptance by the relevant rarity panel. This is not an exhaustive list & 
if you notice any errors or omissions please send them via email to 
admin@dorsetbirds.org.uk  

If you were lucky enough to find a description species for the county please 
s u b m i t d e t a i l s a s s o o n a s p o s s i b l e a f t e r t h e s i g h t i n g t o 
recorder@dorsetbirds.org.uk using one of the forms found here http://
www.dorsetbirds.org.uk/dorset-bird-list/ 

WILDFOWL 
Whooper Swan the juvenile remained at Longham Lakes/Hampreston 
Meadows until 3rd January. 3 birds W through Ferrybridge 9th November. 
A 2nd bird joined the long-staying rehabilitated bird at Abbotsbury Swannery on 
28th December but didn’t linger. 
White-fronted Goose 1 Warmwell GP 25th, 1 Stanpit Marsh 26th November. 1 
noted at Stanpit Marsh 7th and a juvenile was at Swineham/Bestwall from 8th 
December until 23rd February. 
Barnacle Goose best count of the period at Rodden Hive was 28 on 16th 
November. 
Brent Goose 2,120 Ferrybridge on 6th November was the peak count. 88 in 
Lytchett Bay 16th December equals the best count there. 
Pale-bellied Brent Goose 7 from 6th-8th November at Ferrybridge. 
Black Brant up to 2 mainly at Ferrybridge during November & December. 
Singles at Arne RSPB and The Fleet in January. Singles at Chickerell 1st-3rd and 
Poole Harbour 17th February.  
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Ring-necked Duck 
and Tufted Duck - 
Radipole Lake RSPB 
- Simon Buckell

mailto:admin@dorsetbirds.org.uk
mailto:recorder@dorsetbirds.org.uk
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mailto:admin@dorsetbirds.org.uk
mailto:recorder@dorsetbirds.org.uk
http://www.dorsetbirds.org.uk/dorset-bird-list/
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Egyptian Goose 120 recorded in the Avon Valley 3rd December.  
Greater Scaup max 7 at Abbotsbury Swannery during November & December. 
1 at Sturminster Marshall GP during January. A maximum of up to 3 at 
Abbotsbury Swannery in February.  
Ring-necked Duck a 1w male at Radipole Lake RSPB from 4th November until 
end February at least. 
Long-tailed Duck 1 present in The Fleet area 15th-30th and 1 in Poole Harbour 
25th November. 1 in The Fleet area mainly Abbotsbury Swannery through 
December & January. 2 seen along The Fleet 1st-14th February. 
Eider noted at Christchurch Harbour, Poole Harbour and Lyme Regis during 
November in small numbers. Mainly in singles at several sites, with 6 in Poole 
Harbour 6-9th December. Singles in the main at 8 sites in January. 1 Bowleaze 
Cove 2nd and 1 Lyme Regis 13th February. 
Velvet Scoter 1 past Portland Bill 25th November. 2 past Portland Bill 25th 
December.  
Goosander 1-2 mainly at Ferrybridge during November. Maximum count 4 at 
Ferrybridge 25th December. Singles at Sturminster Marshall GP 3rd, Holme 
Bridge 5th, 4 Christchurch Harbour area 5th, 4 Waddock Cross 6th and 2 
Sturminster Marshall GP 24th January. 3 Canford Bridge, 2 Hengistbury 4th, 1 
Abbotsbury Swannery, 3 Portland Harbour 6th and 2 Longham Lakes 17th 
February. 

GALLIFORMES to HERONS 
Grey Partridge 5 in Coombe Valley 15th January. 
Quail 1 recorded in the Milborne St. Andrew area in December and February. 
Red-throated Diver best count of 19 past Mudeford Quay in 1 hour 14th 
December.  
Black-throated Diver 1 past Hengistbury Head 7th, singles in Portland Harbour 
10th & 30th November. A single in Portland Harbour noted 23rd, 29th & 30th. A 
single in Poole Harbour 17th & singles past Mudeford Quay 16th & 26th 
December. 1 bird in Portland Harbour during January, 1 off Christchurch 
Harbour 26th and singles past Mudeford Quay 16th, Portland Bill 24th. Singles 
recorded in Portland Harbour, Shell Bay and 1 past Hengistbury Head in 
February. 
Great Northern Diver 1 off Christchurch Harbour 3rd, 1 past Peveril Point 8th, 1 
in Poole Harbour 11th-13th, 1 in Portland Harbour 18th-21st  and 4 past 
Branksome Chine 27th November. Maximum counts of 7 in Poole Harbour in 
December and 6 in January. Singles mainly in the Portland Harbour area, with 3 
in Poole Harbour in February. 
Slavonian Grebe singles recorded in Poole Harbour 13th, The Fleet 19th, off 
Christchurch Harbour 30th, Portland Harbour 25th, 30th and 2 on 26th November. 
Mainly singles through December at several sites with 4 at East Fleet on the 
30th. Birds recorded in 5 sites, maximum of 6 at Chickerell 12th January. 
Recorded at several sites in small numbers during February.  
Black-necked Grebe in November best counts 10 Poole Harbour 2nd and 10 
Portland Harbour 30th. Recorded through December at Portland and Poole
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Harbour with maximum counts of 21 and 35 respectively. Maximum counts 22 
Portland and 46 for Studland/Brands Bay in January. Best count 20 Portland 
Harbour 11th February.  
Red-necked Grebe 1 Mudeford Quay 18th and 3 Ferrybridge 30th November. A 
single in Poole Harbour for most of December. Up to 2 birds in Portland 
Harbour area in January. Singles off Hengistbury Head, Bowleaze Cove and 
Portland Harbour in February.  
Manx Shearwater 1 past Portland Bill 25th November. 
Leach’s Petrel 1 past Portland Bill 4th November. 
Bittern 1 at Radipole Lake RSPB 23rd December. 1 at River Frome mouth 4th 
and 1 at Swineham 22nd January. 1 Lodmoor RSPB 4th February. 
Cattle Egret recorded a several sites throughout November best counts; 23 
Portesham 10th, 38 to roost Abbotsbury Swannery 12th and 18 Stoborough 26th. 
Recorded through December at several sites with Abbotsbury Swannery giving 
a maximum count of 44 on the 29th. Birds again recorded at several sites, 
maximum count 50+ Portesham (same as Abbotsbury) 7th in January. Recorded 
right through February at several sites, best count 28 West Elworth. 
Great White Egret 1-2 recorded right through November at various sites, 
however 5 were at Radipole Lake RSPB 18th. Noted right through December at 
several sites, best count 5 Longham Lakes 19th.  
Glossy Ibis 1 in the Arne Moors RSPB area 15th-17th and 1 at Lodmoor RSPB 
25th February. 
Spoonbill best counts were 31 Wareham Channel 4th, Shipstal Point 38 on 18th 
November. 35 on 9th December at Shipstal Point was the best count. At Shipstal 
Point 40 was the highest count in January on 3rd. 

RAPTORS TO COOT 
Red Kite 1 over Wyke Down 3rd-4th, 2 over West Bay 18th , 2 over Cerne Abbas 
20th and 1 over Wimborne 27th November. Singles over Cerne Abbas 1st and 
Minterne 17th December. 1 over Sutton Waldron 3rd, 2 over Wyke Down 10th 
and 1 over Cosmore 11th January. Singles over Forston 14th, Wimborne St. 
Giles 22nd and 4 over Wimborne St. Giles 27th February. 
Hen Harrier recorded at 9 sites in November. 2 at Milborne St. Andrew 8th and 
singles at 6 other sites in December. 10 sites recorded single birds in January. 
Singles, mainly ringtails, recorded at Moor Crichel 1st, Arne Moors RSPB area 
3rd, 14th, 21st, 24th and 26th, Lytchett Bay RSPB, Slepe Heath and Spetisbury 
17th. 2 were at Milborne St. Andrew 4th February. 
Merlin singles during November at 6 sites. Singles at Ferrybridge, Hartland 
Moor, Upton Heath and Wyke Down during December. Singles at Wick Hams 
4th, Ferrybridge 5th and up to 2 birds Hartland Moor 21st-25th January. Singles at 
Moonfleet 2nd, Hartland Moor 3rd, Hyde Bog 17th and a female Chesil Cove 24th 
February. 
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WADERS 
Avocet 235 in Lytchett Bay 16th December. 550 at Middlebere 11th January. 
Golden Plover 300 at Compton Abbas 8th and c650 Maiden Castle 26th 
November. c400 West Compton 11th December. Best count 1,000 at Maiden 
Castle 2nd January. 231 off Hengistbury Head and c300 off Portland Bill 1st 
February. 300 at Maiden Castle, 150 Portesham, 50 Redcliffe Point and 3 
Longham Lakes 2nd, 800 Portesham 3rd and 1 Stanpit Marsh 22nd February. 
Grey Plover best count 35 Poole Harbour 16th December. 11 at Butterstreet 
Cove 15th and 10 at Mudeford Quay 16th January. 12 Stanpit Marsh 15th 
February. 
Lapwing 300+ at Priory Marsh 5th, 300+ at Tarrant Keyneston 26th and 561 at 
Lytchett Fields RSPB 30th November. c350 nr White Mill Bridge 8th January. 
Ruff 1 at Lodmoor RSPB throughout the period under review. 1 at Stanpit 
Marsh during November. 1 at Swineham 1st, 1 Sturminster Marshall 8th, 21st & 
28th January. Single on Arne Moors RSPB during February.  
Sanderling 31 in Poole Harbour 1st January was highest count for the period. 
Purple Sandpiper Lyme Regis peak count in December of 12 on 19th and 14 
on 13th January.  
Grey Phalarope 1 at Stanpit Marsh 29th November. 
Common Sandpiper 1 Lytchett Fields RSPB 21st, 1 Stanpit Marsh 24th-25th 
January. 1 on The Fleet 3rd February. 
Green Sandpiper Lytchett Fields RSPB, Holton Lee and Christchurch Harbour 
held birds during November. 1 at Lytchett Fields RSPB 6th & 11th December. 
Singles at Waddock Cross CBs 6th, Holme Bridge 9th and 3 Bere Regis CBs 
15th January. Mainly singles recorded through February at 6 sites. 

Lesser Yellowlegs - Lodmoor RSPB - Simon Buckell



Spotted Redshank a single noted at Stanpit Marsh in November. Singles at 
Brownsea Lagoon 7th-8th and Stanpit Marsh 29th December. Mainly 1-2 in 
various parts of Poole Harbour through January with a single at Stanpit Marsh 
22nd-25th and 5 at Middlebere 10th. Recorded through February, singles at 
Lytchett Fields RSPB and Stanpit Marsh, 3 at Middlebere 10th. 
Greenshank 1 at Lodmoor RSPB 13th-14th and 2 in Baiter Park 27th November. 
Noted in Brownsea Lagoon and Lytchett Bay during December. 1 Middlebere 
11th January. 1 Stanpit Marsh 15th, 3 Lytchett Bay RSPB 16th February. 
Lesser Yellowlegs the well watched individual delighted all-comers to Lodmoor 
RSPB throughout. 
Jack Snipe 2 at Priory Marsh and singles recorded at Bexington, Lodmoor 
RSPB, Longham Lakes and Stanpit Marsh in November. 1 Longham Lakes 11th, 
2 Christchurch Harbour 16th and 1 Stanpit Marsh 17th December. Singles at 
Winterborne Steepleton 2nd, Lodmoor RSPB 13th and Priory Marsh 26th January. 
Noted at 5 sites during February. 
Woodcock singles at Hengistbury Head 8th, Lytchett Bay, Culverwell and 
Winspit during November. 7 Garston Wood 18th December. 4 Cranborne 
Common 6th January. 

SKUAS TO TERNS 
Great Skua singles past Portland Bill 3rd, 10th, Christchurch Harbour 29th. 3 
through Chesil Cove 7th November. 1 off Mudeford Quay 29th December. 1 past 
Portland Bill 3rd January. 1 past Portland Bill 17th February.

11

Franklin’s Gull with Black-headed Gull - Radipole Lake RSPB -  
Gareth Rees
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Pomarine Skua 1 past Portland Bill 3rd November. 
Arctic Skua 1 over Lodmoor RSPB 8th November. Singles off Mudeford Quay 
12th & 14th December. 
Mediterranean Gull 600+ Ferrybridge 26th December. c1,300 Ferrybridge/
Portland Harbour area 24th and c770 Kimmeridge Bay 28th January. 
Kittiwake 38 past Portland Bill 4th, 25 past Hengistbury Head 8th November. 
Little Gull 2 past Portland Bill, single 1w Charmouth 4th, 6 through Chesil Cove 
7th, 3 on 8th, singles through Ferrybridge 10th, 13th & 29th and 1 in Portland 
Harbour 24th-27th November. 2 at West Bexington 2nd, 1 Winkton 9th and 1 
Sturminster Marshall GP 13th December. 
FRANKLIN’S GULL 1 2w Radipole Lake RSPB 12th-14th November. 
Ring-billed Gull a single 2w Radipole Lake RSPB 12th November. 
Glaucous Gull 1 juvenile Ferrybridge 7th, 10th-11th, 1 1w through Chesil Cove3rd 
and 1 West Bexington 9th November. Single 2w past West Bexington 9th 
February. 
Iceland Gull 1 juvenile Bridport 11th November. 
Yellow-legged Gull 1 Lytchett Bay 23rd November. 1 West Knighton GPs 17th 
February. 
Sandwich Tern singles at Ferrybridge 8th, Mudeford Quay 10th November. 1 
Baiter Park 1st and 2 at Blue Lagoon 7th January. 1 Poole Park 21st February. 
Common Tern 1 Ferrybridge 7th November. 
Arctic Tern single in Portland Harbour and Newton’s  Cove 10th-17th November. 

AUKS TO WOODPECKERS 
Little Auk 1 past Portland Bill 7th November. 
Black Guillemot a single in Poole Harbour 13th-14th November. 1 in Portland 
Harbour 19th January & 2nd February. 
Woodpigeon 10,000 vis mig. over Durlston CP 11th November. 
Long-eared Owl 1 Portland Bill 20th November. 
Short-eared Owl singles at 6 different sites in November, 5 at Abbotsbury 
Swannery 4th. Recorded right through December at Abbotsbury Swannery, Arne 
RSPB, Bowleaze Cove, Maiden Castle and Portland. In January best counts 3 at 
Redcliff Point 4th & 10th and 3 at Abbotsbury Swannery 9th. Sightings at 8 sites 
during February, maximum count 4 Portland Bill 25th. 
PALLID SWIFT a single at Portland Bill 15th, and in Chesil Cove 16th-17th 
November. 

LARKS TO WHEATEARS 
Skylark 125 in off the sea at Hengistbury Head 1st February. 
Woodlark 5 recorded on Portland 5th, 14th and 15th, 4 Durlston CP 12th and 10+ 
Knighton Heath 23rd November. 11 near Knighton Heath 23rd January. Singles 
The Fleet and Hengistbury Head 1st February. 
Sand Martin singles in the Wareham area 19th, 20th & 24th, 2 Swineham 18th, 1 
at Stanpit Marsh 21st, 3 Portland & 7 Weymouth 26th February.



Swallow singles at Bridport 9th, Ferndown 22nd November. Singles at 
Swineham 17th, Portland 18th, Portland Observatory 21st, Ferrybridge 23rd and 
Portland Bill 25th February. 
House Martin 1 Ferrybridge 23rd February. 
Water Pipit mainly singles noted at 8 sites during November. Singles at Lytchett 
Fields RSPB 6th, 11th, Stanpit Marsh 17th, 27th, Burton Meadows and Longham 
Lakes 26th December. Seen at Lodmoor RSPB, Swineham, Lytchett Fields 
RSPB and Stanpit Marsh in January with a best count of 5 Stanpit Marsh 30th. 
1-2 through February at Stanpit Marsh and Lytchett Fields RSPB, 3 at Priory 
Marsh 2nd. 
Rock Pipit 53 at Church Ope Cove 27th January. 
Richard’s Pipit 2 over Wyke Regis 17th November. 
Dipper 1 at Abbotsbury Swannery from 26th November. 1 was at Rampisham 4th 
December. Singles at Parnham 19th and Wooton Fitzpaine on River Char 25th 
February. 
Waxwing 5 at Wareham 30th-31st January. 
Black Redstart singles recorded at 10 sites in November. 1-2 recorded across 
the county at several sites, a high percentage being on Portland in December. 
Recorded at many sites right through January. 1-2 noted at numerous sites 
during February. 
Wheatear 1 Ferrybridge 26th and 1 Portland Bill 28th February. 

THRUSHES TO STARLINGS 
Ring Ouzel 1 Charmouth 1st-5th, 1 Ballard Down 13th November. 1 Coombe 
Valley 10th December. 1 at Penn’s Weare 25th February. 
Reed Warbler 1 in Lytchett Bay 4th December. 
Yellow-browed Warbler singles recorded at Chard Junction GP 1st, Durlston 
CP 12th and Portland up to 13th with 4 noted 2nd November. Singles at 
Broadstone, Lodmoor RSPB and Radipole Lake RSPB during December. 
Singles at Radipole Lake RSPB, Sherborne Sewage Farm on several dates and 
a single at Lodmoor RSPB for all of January & February. 
HUME’S WARBLER 1 Durlston CP 6th-9th November. 
Dusky Warbler 1 Portland 6th November and 1 at East Fleet Farm from 25th 
November until 13th January. 1 at Abbotsbury Swannery 26th-30th November.  
Chiffchaff 20 Abbotsbury Swannery 30th January. 
Siberian Chiffchaff 1 Sherborne SW from 26th November. Singles at Rodden 
Hive 5th, Poole Harbour 11th and Kinson SW 21st January & again on 6th 
February. 
Firecrest 1-2 at Canford Heath, Durlston CP, East Holme, Hengistbury Head 
and Penns Wood during November. Birds recorded at 7 sites, maximum 3 West 
Bexington during December. 1 up to 3 recorded at 5 sites during January. 10 
sites recorded birds during February. 
PENDULINE TIT 1 Radipole Lake RSPB 14th-23rd December. 1 Lodmoor RSPB 
from 21st January and throughout February. 
Great Grey Shrike an elusive single in Wareham Forest throughout the period 
under review.
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SPARROWS to BUNTINGS 
Chaffinch 2,000 over Durlston CP 11th, 2,000 over West Bay 18th November. 
Brambling 6 Portland 1st, 200 over Durlston CP 11th, singles at Southwell 10th, 
Ferndown 11th, Radipole Lake RSPB 20th and Hengistbury Head 22nd-23rd 
November. 1 Durlston CP 9th December. 1 west Christchurch 6th February. 
Lesser Redpoll 7 Studland 22nd February. 
Crossbill 15 Canford Heath 2nd November. 50+ Wareham Forest 5th, 20+ Bere 
Heath and 8 Morden Bog 9th January. 1 male Ashmore Wood 24th February. 
Serin 1 Portland Bill 23rd-25th November. 
Hawfinch 3 over Durlston CP 11th November. 2 E over Stanpit Marsh 1st 
February. 
Corn Bunting 20 Maiden Castle 2nd and 35 Milborne St. Andrew 4th February. 
Little Bunting 1 Chiswell, Portland 8th-11th December. 
Snow Bunting 1 over Durlston CP 26th December. 
Lapland Bunting 1 over Hengistbury Head 30th November. 

PURBECK KITTIWAKE PREDATION OBSERVATIONS 
Dr. Treleven Haysom 

In 1956 there are about 10 birds present at Durlston with two certain nests; it 
was the only Purbeck site. 
  
In 1962 there were 11 nests and this steady increase continued until 1971 when 
there were 122 nests. That year 2 additional colonies formed to the West with 2 
nests at Blackers Hole and 15 at St. Aldhelm’s Head.  
  
The increase continued until 1984 which saw a peak of 215 nests in total.  
However, from then on a decline became evident with the St. Aldhelm’s Head 
colony disappearing in 1988 followed by Durlston in 1994. That left Blacker’s 
Hole with only 70 nests. Since then numbers have continued to fall until this 
year when on the 12th June there were only 26 birds present with 9 nests.  
  
During the flourishing years we use to see well grown young with their Tarrock 
plumage both on the nest and as they fledged on the wing. For example, on 
23rd July 1994 some young birds were flying whilst others were still on the cliff.  
One nest held 3 young, 7 nests held 2 and another nest held one. Ominously 3 
adults hung dead suspended by fine fishing line. We had seen this cause of 
death several times before, but not 3 at once. 

On the 28th July 1982 a Peregrine swept in putting all the Kittiwake out to sea 
in a panic. It pinned down a well grown Tarrock more or less eating it all before 
flying off. All the while the other Kittiwake looked on, the nearest from only 
about 5ft away. Another one, too young to have fledged, bobbed down on the 
water.
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If you have any suggestions for articles for future inclusion in the newsletter 
then please forward them to admin@dorsetbirds.org.uk for consideration. 
These can range from a review of a book, your best days birding or a scientific 
study. 

The Daily Sightings blog http://dorsetbirds.blogspot.co.uk is updated by an ever 
dwindling group of volunteers and we need at least two more people to help 
maintain it. This involves collating information from around the county and 
uploading it to the blog which takes roughly half an hour or so (sometimes less 
on quiet days). Depending on the number of people on the rota you will update 
the blog on 3 or 4 day shifts every 3 or 4 weeks so it isn’t really an overly 
onerous task - please let me know if you can help. 

Lastly, if you are lucky enough to photograph a rare or scarce bird in the county 
then please consider forwarding a copy to dorsetbirdclub@hotmail.com for 
inclusion on the daily sightings page. 

We are also very grateful for any top quality photographs of commoner species 
and if space and time allows these will also be added to the blog.

In recent years we have not seen any Tarrocks at all. On the 5th July Ilay 
Cooper photographed an adult almost beyond any shadow of doubt tending an 
almost entirely concealed chick. Chick or not, within a few days all the birds had 
gone, well in advance of all normal departure dates and well before any young 
could have developed.  

With hindsight, Kittiwake increase in Purbeck (and Portland) took place when 
Peregrine was almost absent. Also that the decline and surely imminent 
disappearance with Peregrine recovery on this coast. Raven fortunes have 
more or less matched Peregrine from a low point of none breading in eastern 
Dorset to what we have seen now. They too, attend the Kittiwake colony and 
we have seen they dealing with prey, but from too far off to be sure what it is.  
They certainly take Guillemot’s eggs and even Cormorant eggs in spite of these 
big birds putting up a strong defence. 

I have not seen Peregrine kill Herring Gulls, young or adult, but a fisherman 
tells me that in the early days of their return to Ballard he saw one carrying off a 
young Herring Gull chick. 
  
It would seem predation is an important factor in Kittiwake changing fortunes in 
Dorset.

mailto:admin@dorsetbirds.org.uk
http://dorsetbirds.blogspot.co.uk
mailto:dorsetbirdclub@hotmail.com
mailto:admin@dorsetbirds.org.uk
http://dorsetbirds.blogspot.co.uk
mailto:dorsetbirdclub@hotmail.com


Bournemouth 
Natural  
Science Society 

39 Christchurch  Rd,  
Bournemouth,  
Dorset, BH1 3NS. 
Tel:  01202 553525     
Charity No: 219585 

BNSS Welcomes all to lectures, donations in 
lieu of admission charge. 

We have a wide programme of lectures/field 
trips please see our website for full details. 

http://www.bnss.org.uk 

Charity no: 219585
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We offer a range of birdwatching experiences with 
small  friendly  groups  and  expert  local  guides. 
Covering  Dorset,  New  Forest  and  the  Hampshire 
Coast  and  short  breaks  at  birding  hot  spots  in 
Britain and further afield. 
 

Please visit our website at 
www.twoowlsbirding.blogspot.co.uk or 
contact Jackie Tel: 01202 620049 Email:

 twoowls.birding@btinternet.com

CALLUNA BOOKS
Specialists in out-of-print

NATURAL HISTORY BOOKS
Books bought & sold

Log on to the website for our stock list
or contact us for a copy of our

latest catalogue

T: 01929 552 560
E: enquiries@callunabooks.co.uk

W: www.callunabooks.co.uk

10% discount to DBC members

Callers welcome by appointment
Neil Gartshore, Moor Edge, 2 Bere Road

Wareham, BH20 4DD

Calluna Books now publish 
The Birdwatcher’s Yearbook 

The 2019 edition is now available 
@ £18.00 incl. postage

(usual price £20.00) 



CALLUNA BOOKS

Specialists in out-of-print
NATURAL HISTORY BOOKS

Books bought & sold

Log on to our website for a full stock list
or contact us for a copy of our

latest catalogue

T: 01929 552 560
E: enquiries@callunabooks.co.uk

W: www.callunabooks.co.uk

10% discount to DBC members

Visitors welcome by appointment
Neil Gartshore, Moor Edge, 2 Bere Road

Wareham, BH20 4DD

John Tennent, Dorset Bird Artist:  we have  
selection of unmounted prints - ask for details


