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EDITORIAL
In the summer, Marcus Lawson decided to step down from his roles with the 
Dorset Bird Club. Marcus became the Club’s General Manager in 2015, acting 
(amongst other things) as Club Chairman, County Recorder and Editor of both 
the annual Bird Report and Newsletter. When the funding for the post came 
to an end in 2017, Marcus generously gave of his own time to continue in his 
roles in a voluntary capacity. Marcus played a significant role in reversing the 
decline of the Club’s fortunes and setting it on its current upward trajectory. 
The Trustees and Committee of the Club would like to place on record their 
thanks to Marcus for all his work and effort over the last four years.

You should have received/will soon receive a copy of the 
latest Dorset Bird Report (for 2017). It has taken a lot of 
hard work by Marcus and, latterly, Geoff Upton and the 
report writing team to get the publication of the Report 
back on track over the past few years. There has always 
been the aim of  getting the Report out by the end of the 
following year but this hasn’t been possible for many 
years now but we are looking at being able to achieve this 
in the near future. The 2018 Report is well under way 
and we are aiming to get this published by late-Spring 
2020 followed by the 2019 Report by the end of 2020. 

The Club also has two other ‘publications’ that we shall be working on over 
the next few months.  The Newsletter can sometimes be a little hit and miss 
with regards to the timing - we aim to publish three issues each year but this 
can often depend on material available to fill its pages (this is something that 
we are looking into).

The Club’s Website has now become dated.  The current site has been operating 
for a numbers of years (alongside the ‘Daily Blog’) but technology has moved 
on.  We will be looking to relaunch the site in the new year to bring it up to date 
and to make it more suitable for the Club’s current needs. 

A quick reminder that the majority of Subscriptions are due on 1st January 
- we hope that you will continue to support the Club. The subscription rates 
remain the same for single/joint memberships, whilst we now offer a ‘Young 
Persons’ membership that is free for anyone 21 or under and in full-time 
education. Membership information can be found on the inside rear cover. 

If you have received this newsletter as a ‘hard copy’, please consider 
changing to the option of receiving it by email as a pdf file - over a third 
of the membership already do so. This helps the Club to keep its costs and 
subscription-rates down.  
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Patch Birding at Ringstead Bay
Geoff Upton
Since starting as a teenager, I’ve always enjoyed having my own patch - somewhere 
close to home, not too well-watched, where I might find something exciting. To 
be honest, I’ve had more productive patches in the past than Ringstead Bay, but 
I’ve never had a more scenic one, or a more therapeutic, in the cardiovascular 
sense! Even on the frequent days when birding is unrewarding, it’s worthwhile 
for the exercise of a stiff climb from the beach back to the top and the view of 
the bay.
Birding here can be good at any season, so I’ll go through the calendar 
starting with the summer. The area is a mixture of woodland, pasture and 
arable fields, chalk cliffs and Kimmeridge clay undercliffs. Much of the land is 
owned by the National Trust and has never been farmed. Consequently there 
is a healthy breeding population of common birds such as Yellowhammer, 
Bullfinch, Whitethroat and Skylark and a few scarcer breeders such as 
Nightingale (still there, but only about 4 pairs left), Corn Bunting (in the 
arable fields between White Nothe and Durdle Door), Wheatear (around 
Durdle Door some years), Shelduck (on the slopes of White Nothe) and 
sometimes Oystercatcher. I’m especially pleased when I can get breeding 
confirmation for these birds. Although I don’t expect rarities at this time of 
year, this June I found a singing Marsh Warbler, and Quail have sometimes 
been heard in the upper fields.
Summer visits provide other interest too – flowers include Bee and 
Pyramidal Orchids in the delightful Holworth churchyard, and these two 
plus Southern Marsh Orchid and Marsh Helleborine grow in places on 
the undercliff. Rock Rose, Horseshoe Vetch and Viper’s Bugloss appear in 
profusion on the slopes of White Nothe, Yellow Horned Poppy on Ringstead 
beach, and Nottingham Catchfly along the edge of the sheer cliff beside 
the coast path. This mix of flora suits butterflies including Dingy Skipper, 
Green Hairstreak, 
Lulworth Skipper, 
Adonis Blue and Dark 
Green Fritillary, all of 
which can be found 
between Ringstead 
Bay and White Nothe. 
Along the coast path 
nearer to Durdle Door 
there is a profusion 
of orchids, and Dark 
Green Fritillaries 
seem commoner here. 
Marbled Whites and 
Ringlets are abundant 
in Ringstead Bay itself. Greenland Wheatear
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Autumn migration begins around mid-August when Willow Warblers, Tree 
Pipits, Yellow Wagtails and Wheatears start to move through. September sees 
hundreds of Swallows moving through and peak numbers of Wheatears. Later 
in the season Chiffchaffs and Blackcaps become numerous and visible migration 
can become impressive: on good days in October hundreds of Swallows, House 
Martins, Meadow Pipits, Chaffinches, Linnets and Goldfinches pass overhead 
or along the cliffs. In November westbound Woodpigeons can sometimes be 
counted in the thousands, when huge waves of birds can be seen approaching 
along the coast from Lulworth and beyond. 
Autumn is the time when hopes of finding a rarity are at their highest: I 
adopted the Bay as my patch because of the Siberian Rubythroat which turned 
up at Osmington Mills in October 1997. I was at Ringstead with my family that 
afternoon, visiting the site for the first time. When I heard about the Rubythroat 
the next day I realised outstanding birds can turn up anywhere along this 
coast - which has proved partially true, although in an under-watched site you 
have to be in the right place at the right time to find them! In recent autumns 
the wider area has turned up Corncrake, Hoopoe, Wryneck, Barred Warbler, 
Lapland Bunting and several Siberian Chiffchaffs and Yellow-browed Warblers 
– but surely others must have gone undetected. Larger migrants are more 
likely to get noticed: autumn records of these since 1990 include White Stork, 
Black Stork, Honey Buzzard, Osprey and Marsh Harrier. 
One rarity the area is known for is Buff-breasted Sandpiper, which has turned 
up on ploughed fields behind White Nothe in mid-September in 1993, 2005, 
2011 and 2015. There were 4 there on 14 September 2011, almost a flock! 
Dotterels too have turned up six times, with 7 accompanying the Buff-breast in 
1993, but none since 2008. For a site with no mud, the area has a decent list of 
waders: 17 species, including the well-watched Sociable Plover at Poxwell in 
October 1995. I often hope to add to this list while seawatching but, shielded 
by the bulk of Portland, nearly all birds bypass the Bay: Gannets, Sandwich 
Terns and Fulmars are reasonably frequent but otherwise I’ve seen Arctic 
Skuas a couple of times in September and that’s about it.
The main interest in winter is in the Bay itself, where a variety of divers, grebes, 
sea ducks and gulls can join the Cormorants and Shags. All the commoner 
divers and grebes have been recorded, with Slavonian Grebe the most frequent. 
2 Velvet Scoters stayed in the Bay for a few weeks in November 2014. An 
unexpected addition to the wildfowl list was a family of 4 Whooper Swans 
that flew west over the fields in November 2003. Gulls are most numerous in 
the winter, and there is a small roost below White Nothe. The rarest seen so 
far is Little Gull (January 2016), although just outside the area the itinerant 
2017 Bonaparte’s Gull was seen at Lulworth Cove in December. It’s still worth 
checking the hedges and trees at this time of year: Chiffchaffs and Firecrests 
sometimes over-winter, and in December 2015 a Yellow-browed Warbler spent 
a few weeks near the lower car park at Ringstead. It can also be worth checking 
the White Nothe fields: Snow Buntings were seen here in December 2004 and 
November 2005, and Hen Harriers and Merlins can sometimes be found.
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Spring comes rather slowly to Ringstead Bay: for some reason the area is 
unattractive to Wheatears in the spring, and apart from Chiffchaffs you have 
to wait until late April before it really starts, but it can be great when it comes. 
On 5 May this year I had the pleasure of taking a Dorset Bird Club group 
round the site. With extra pairs of eyes and ears a good variety of migrants 
were seen or heard, including Nightingale, Garden Warbler, Redstart, Spotted 
Flycatcher, Lesser Whitethroat and White Wagtail. We watched a Great Spotted 
Woodpecker excavating a nest-hole, and a newly fledged Song Thrush nearby. 
On a good day at this time of year it’s possible to sit on a step on the Burning 
Cliff path with a thermos of coffee, watching Sandwich Terns over the sea while 
listening to Nightingales amongst a chorus of singing warblers. Carrying on 
down to the beach, there might be some Whimbrels, which regularly stop here 
in small numbers in late April/May. Occasionally I have found other waders 
on the beach – for example, a couple of Bar-tailed Godwits in May 2017 – and 
Common Sandpipers seem fond of the rocky part towards White Nothe.
A few years ago I started to keep a log of all the birds that have turned up, 
scouring the record books and local birders’ notebooks, going back as far 
as Mansell-Pleydell’s The Birds of Dorsetshire (1888). I’ve found confirmed 
records for 178 species, including a Richard’s Pipit shot at Ringstead in 1882, 
a Chough at Osmington Mills in 1908 (they bred along the Purbeck coast until 
1850) and Puffin, which used to breed at White Nothe up to the 19th century. 
It’s interesting how many species are missing from the list: I can find no record 
of Cuckoo, Marsh Tit or Cirl Bunting, all of which probably bred in the past, nor 
for several birds that 
might be expected 
such as Manx 
Shearwater, Grey 
Phalarope, Great 
Skua, Great Grey 
Shrike, Wood 
Warbler or Serin. So, 
there’s still plenty 
of scope for adding 
new species to the 
list, which I usually 
manage once or 
twice a year. Marsh 
Warbler - not one I’d 
predicted! - took my 
personal list to 154.
I have defined the area as the coast between Osmington Mills and Durdle Door, 
and extending inland approx 1.5 km, so that it includes Poxwell, Owermoigne 
and Chaldon Herring but not Osmington village or Lulworth Cove/West 
Lulworth. If anyone has any historic records of interesting birds in this area, 
or if anyone wants to know more, I’d be delighted to hear from them – please 
email me at gsupton@btinternet.com

Ringstead village & bay from White Nothe
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From BTO Regional Representative 
Jack Winsper

EuroBird Portal https://eurobirdportal.org
With the Autumn movement of birds well underway just a timely reminder 
that when you enter your sightings onto Birdtrack, where appropriate and on 
a daily basis that information also feeds into the EuroBirdPortal. This went 
live last April so is the first full season of use.  You can now trace the movement 
of over 100 species of migratory birds as they are displayed on a “live viewer”, 
otherwise known as a map. 

You can also read more on Twitter: @EuroBirdPortal

Breeding Bird (BBS) and Waterways (WBS) Surveys 2019
This was the 25th year of running the BBS.  Thanks to all those who took part 
and managed to survey 56, out of 90, BBS squares and record 11,097 birds 
of 106 different species.  For WBS, it was 2 out of 4 squares and 444 birds of 
over 50 species.  These are both important long-term surveys that monitor the 
health of, primarily breeding, birds in Dorset.

Should you be tempted to take part in 2020, areas where there are vacancies 
can be seen on https://app.bto.org/bbs/public/request-square.jsp

You don’t need to be an expert to take part, but you do need to be able to 
identify the common birds you are likely to encounter by sight and sound.

English Winter Farm Survey
This survey which ran during last winter was funded by Natural England 
and Defra. They wanted to investigate how wintering birds and Brown Hare 
benefit from using Agri-environment scheme (AES).  A secondary purpose was 
to investigate the value of one specific method for long-term, terrestrial winter 
bird monitoring.  I know from feedback I received some of you were getting 
better at it come that last survey and from others that they would like to do it 
again this winter.  For a while, another survey did look to be on the cards, but 
not any longer.  Whilst the BTO recognises that information about terrestrial 
birds in winter remains a major blank before they can move forward, they 
need to secure funding for at least 3–5 years. Currently that money is not 
forthcoming although some background work is taking place so may be in the 
not to distant future a Winter Bird Survey will make a return. If it does and you 
think you would like to do it again, please keep your skills levels up!
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Get Involved! Nightingale Survey 2020
George Green
This iconic songster was once a familiar bird throughout much of the county, 
but like elsewhere in the UK there has been a severe decline in the breeding 
population in recent years.
A History of the Nightingale in Dorset 
Mansel-Pleydell (1888) described the Nightingale as a common summer 
visitor in east of the county but rarer in the west.  Blathwayt (1945) considered 
it to be a locally common summer resident, probably more numerous in the 
east than the west, but frequent around Sherborne and found westwards 
towards Beaminster and beyond.  Boys (1972) recorded that the species had 
spread westwards by 1950 when it was described as locally common in the 
Marshwood Vale and the west of the Blackmore Vale.	
The BTO Atlas (1968-1974) revealed evidence of confirmed or probable 
breeding in 31 (84%) 10km squares spread fairly evenly across the county 
including the far west of Dorset. By 1980 there had been a marked decline, 
the BTO Survey in that year found breeding birds in only 20 (54%) of the 
10km squares mainly distributed in the north of the county and on Purbeck. 
The Tetrad Breeding Bird Survey (1987-1994) produced a similar result 
with confirmed or probable breeding in 22 (59%) 10km squares with the 
population mainly concentrated in the Blackmore Vale and on Purbeck with 
smaller numbers in east Dorset, along the Hampshire border and in the 
extreme north-east of the chalk downs see Fig 1.  Another BTO Survey in 1999 
showed a further decline with confirmed or probable breeding in only nine 
(24%) 10km squares again mainly in the Blackmore Vale and on Purbeck.

Nightingale in Dorset
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The Dorset Nightingale in the 21st Century
Since 2000 Dorset’s population of breeding Nightingales has continued to 
decline. During 2000-2011 the species seemingly disappeared from such 
previously well-established breeding sites as Durlston CP, the Tyneham & 
Lulworth Ranges and Garston Wood.  Since 2012 breeding Nightingales have 
been largely confined to only three (8%) 10km squares in its traditional 
strongholds of the Blackmore Vale (ST71) and Purbeck (SY78 & SY97). 

Fig.1  Map showing distribution of breeding Nightingales 1987-1994
[Large circles = confirmed, medium circles = probable, small circles = possible]

Survey of Historic Breeding Sites of Nightingales in Dorset 2020
The purpose of the 2020 survey is to establish the breeding status of 
Nightingales in those areas where the species has been present in recent 
years, namely the Blackmore Vale and Purbeck.  Depending on the success of 
the survey in 2020, it may be extended in 2021 to other historic sites where it 
is possible Nightingales still survive as a breeding species.
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The priority 10km squares are shown below along with each of the target 
tetrads (2km squares) and sites to be surveyed within them.

2020 Survey: Priority Areas

Priority 10km Square Target Tetrads Target Sites

ST71 
Blackmore Vale

ST 7210 Alner’s Gorse &
Rooksmoor Copse

ST7410 Deadmoor Common
ST7212 & ST7412 Lydlinch Common & 

Brickles Wood
SY78
West Purbeck Coast

SY7480 & SY7680 Ringstead, Burning Cliff 
& White Nothe

SY97
Purbeck Ridge

SY9682 Challow/East Hill, 
Corfe Castle

If you are interested in helping with this survey please contact: 
George Green, email: gp.green505@gmail.com for further details.

Lydlynch Common, a stronghold of the Nightingale in Dorset
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Upcoming Outdoor Field Visits
Richard Charman
All of the DBC walks are open to members and non-members and are FREE       
but please be aware that there may be car parking charges payable at some sites. 

There is no need to book a place on the walks (unless this is required or advised) 
- just turn up at the meeting place at the advertised time (the walks will leave 
promptly at these times). 

Walks are categorised as follows:
A: Easy - fairly short walk over relatively flat ground with no/few stiles.
B: Medium - moderate distance and/or moderate hills and/or a moderate 
number of stiles.
C: Strenuous - long distance and/ot steep hills and/or many stiles.
For all walks please ensure that you wear suitable clothing and footwear for the 
time of year.  It is also advisable to take a drink and a snack to keep you going.  

If you have any queries about a particular walk contact:
Richard Charman
Mobile:   07391 756 053
email:   walks@dorsetbirds.org.uk

*****

Sunday 1st December 2019
Shell Bay and Middle Beach  09:30–morning only.
Category A. 
Meet in the National Trust car park (SZ 034 863) on the Shell Bay side of the 
Sandbanks Chain Ferry - parking charges apply, free for NT members (take 
membership card). 

Sunday 5th January 2020 
Bird Crawl, Upton Country Park  09:30-15:30 approx. 
Category A - but can be muddy in places.
Meet in the main car park at Upton Country Park (SY 992 929) - parking charges 
apply. 
Just for fun, a more sedate version of a bird race. 
How many species can you find around Upton Country Park and Holes Bay? 
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Sunday 9th February 2020
Portland Harbour and Ferrybridge  09:30-13:30 approx.
Category A. 
Meet in the car park by the Chesil Beach Centre (SY 668 756) - parking charges 
apply.

Sunday 29th March 2020
Winspit and St Adhelm’s Head  09:30-15:00 approx.
Category C - some steep hills/stiles. 
Meet in the car park in Worth Matravers (SY 974 776) - parking charges apply.

Sunday 26th April 2020
Sturminster Newton  09:30-14:00 approx.
Category B - moderate distance with one or two steep hills. 
Meet in the car park off Station Road (ST 787 142) - parking charges apply.

Sunday 24th May 2020
Martin Down  09:30-14:00 approx.
Category B - moderate distance.
Meet in the car park at the end of Sillens Lane (SU 057 191).

Friday 5th June 2020
White Sheet Plantation, near Wimborne 19:30-22:30 approx.
Category A. 
Meet in the car park on the bend in the road (SU 048 036).

Chesil Beach, Ferrybridge and Portland Harbour
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Request for Records of Rare Birds
The Dorset Records Panel on behalf of the Dorset Bird Club 

2019 Records
The Dorset Records Panel would like to receive descriptions and photos of 
any birds that are rare in Dorset (see ‘The Dorset List’ on the Dorset Bird Club 
website to see which species require a description) so that the records can be 
assessed. If you have not yet sent in descriptions and photos for 2019 sightings 
please do so now (see below). Decisions are entered on the website under the 
heading ‘The Dorset List’. 

2018 Pending Records
If you were fortunate enough to find, see or photograph any of the below 
reports, the Dorset Bird Club would be very grateful for further information as 
soon as possible. Even a relatively poor photograph or a short description of 
just a few sentences can help ensure the record is not lost to history and can 
be published in the upcoming 2018 Dorset Bird Report.

If you would like to use a description form these can be downloaded at: 
www.dorsetbirds.org.uk/dorset-bird-list/4545548008

Alternatively, please send a description or photo by email to: 
dorsetbirdclub@hotmail.com 

Species	  	            Location				    Date(s)	
Great Shearwater	 Portland Bill			   27th Jul
White Stork		  Canford Heath			   1st May
White Stork		  Stoborough			   1st May
Honey Buzzard		  Portland, Tout Quarry		  22nd May
Honey Buzzard		  Lodmoor			   24th May
Black Kite		  Hartland Moor			   8th May
Goshawk		  Cranborne			   1st Jan
Goshawk		  Poole Harbour			   4th May
Goshawk		  Stoborough Heath		  7th Aug
Crane x2		  Blandford			   5th Feb
Crane x2		  Brockington			   7th Mar
Crane			   Portland Bill			   17th Mar
Crane			   Upton Heath			   10th Apr
Crane x3		  Wareham			   18th Apr
Crane x2		  Knowlton			   20th Jun
Crane x2		  Child Okeford			   6th Jul
Crane x2		  Arne RSPB			   26th Sep
Ring-billed Gull		  Alderholt			   18th Feb
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Species	  	            Location				    Date(s)	
Caspian Gull		  Blue Lagoon, Poole		  5th Jan
Caspian Gull		  Poole Docks			   30th Jan
Caspian Gull (3CY)	 Radipole			   25th Feb
Caspian Gull		  Lodmoor 			   31st Mar
Caspian Gull		  Cogden				    3rd Sep
Caspian Gull		  Holes Bay			   2nd Oct
Iceland Gull		  Upton CP			   7th Jan
Iceland Gull		  Arne				    23rd Jan
Iceland Gull		  Wyke Regis			   25th Jan
Iceland Gull		  Stanpit				    16th Feb
Iceland Gull		  Lodmoor			   10th Apr
Roseate Tern x2		  Chesil 				    27th Apr
Roseate Tern		  Abbotsbury			   31st May
Roseate Tern		  Abbotsbury			   25th Jun
Roseate Tern		  Portland Harbour		  26th Jun
Roseate Tern		  Lodmoor			   14th Jul
Black Guillemot		  Brownsea Island			  16th Feb
Long-eared Owl		  North Dorset			   5th Jun
Shore Lark		  Ferrybridge			   14th & 16th Nov
Richard’s Pipit		  Portland Bill			   8th May
Richard’s Pipit		  Wyke Regis			   17th Nov
Siberian 
Lesser Whitethroat	 Southwell, Portland		  15th Mar-14th Apr
Golden Oriole		  Portland, Easton Fire Station	 27th Apr
Tree Sparrow		  Kimmeridge			   17th Oct
Tree Sparrow		  Cogden				    19th Oct
Hooded Crow		  Swanage			   11th May
Hooded Crow		  Stanpit Marsh			   10th Sep
Ortolan Bunting		  Portland Bill			   21st Sep
Ortolan Bunting x2	 Durlston CP			   14th Sep

Dorset Records Panel (Nov 2019) 
Mike Morse
Ian Stanley
Joe Stockwell
Steve W Smith
Nick Whitehouse 
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Dorset Highlights: March to August 2019
Compiled by Robin Trundle

The majority of these records have been taken from the Dorset Bird Club 
sightings page and inclusion here does not constitute acceptance by the 
relevant rarity panel. http://dorsetbirds.blogspot.co.uk/
This is not an exhaustive list & if you notice any errors or omissions please 
send them via email to admin@dorsetbirds.org.uk
If you were lucky enough to find a description species for the county please 
submit details as soon as possible after the sighting to: 
recorder@dorsetbirds.org.uk using one of the forms found on the website:  
http://www.dorsetbirds.org.uk/dorset-bird-list/ 

WILDFOWL
Mute Swan a count of 261 in Christchurch Harbour 13th June.
Whooper Swan a single at Abbostbury Swannery 1st-19th and a single on 
Hampreston Meadows 8th March. 1 at Avon Causeway 2nd-6th and 1 Abbotsbury 
Swannery 18th June.
White-fronted Goose a single at Swineham/Bestwall 1st-26th March. Noted at 
Swineham GPs again in April.
Barnacle Goose 2 at Abbotsbury Swannery 8th and 2 at Lodmoor RSPB 31st 
March. 2 over Portland Bill 22nd April.
Brent Goose 7 Arne RSPB 4th and 1 Brands Bay 19th May. 1 at Mudeford Quay 
28th and 1 Brownsea 30th June. 1 Ferrybridge 4th, 1 Stanpit Marsh 21st August.
Black Brant 1 at Arne RSPB 5th March.
Wigeon 1 Abbotsbury Swannery 25th August.
Teal 11 17th, 7 18th August in BrandsBay.
Garganey a drake was at Longham Lakes 15th-20th, 2 at Lodmoor RSPB 28th and 
singles at Stanpit Marsh, Swineham GPs 29th March. Singles at various sites in 
April, 14 resting on the sea off Portland Bill 15th. Singles at West Bexington 5th/6th, 
Stanpit Marsh 15th/16th and Radipole Lake RSPB 21st/25th May. 1 at Abbotsbury 
Swannery 27th July. 1 Stanpit Marsh 4th, 1 juvenile Brownsea 31st August.
Greater Scaup up to 3 1st w drakes at Abbotsbury Swannery 1st-21st March.
Ring-necked Duck   1st w drake remained at Radipole Lake RSPB, with the exception 
of 2 days (15th-16th Lodmoor RSPB) for all of March. Spent April at Radipole Lake 
RSPB. At Radipole Lake RSPB and Lodmoor RSPB during May. The drake which 
went through eclipse was recorded up to 20th June at Radipole Lake RSPB. 
Eider singles recorded in Newton’s Cove 3rd, off Lyme Regis 5th, 13th, 18th and 
off South Haven 5th March. 7 past Portland Bill 16th April. 1 Lyme Regis 28th 
May. 2 off Mudeford Quay 19th June. 1 at Lyme Regis 24th July.
Long-tailed Duck 2 on The Fleet 1st March. 2 on The Fleet 23rd April.



14     Dorset Bird Club

Common Scoter 56 past Portland Bill 30th and 52e past St. Aldhelm’s Head 
31st March. Best counts 240 past Chesil Cove 5th, 81 Portland Bill 22nd and 79e 
St. Aldhelm’s Head 25th April. 40 past Chesil Cove 14th and 30 past Hengistbury 
Head 17th May. A single in Christchurch Harbour 7th and 8 off Mudeford Quay 
19th June. 18 birds in Bramble Bush Bay 17th July, birds past Portland Bill 
during the month, best count 22 29th.
Velvet Scoter 6 past West Bexington 6th, singles past St. Aldhelm’s Head 12th, 
25th April.
SURF SCOTER 1 past St. Aldhelm’s Head 30th April.
Goosander 2 Longham Lakes 2nd, singles Coward’s Marsh 14th and 
Christchurch Harbour 26th March. A single Knighton Heath Lakes 9th/11th May. 
1 West Knighton Heath 29th June.

GALLIFORMES to HERONS
Quail Singles heard singing at various sites during June & July, 3 singing on 
the Downs near Dorchester 9th and 3 seen at Piddletrenthide 24th June. Singles 
recorded at West Lulworth 2nd, Badbury Rings, Long Critchel 3rd, Cranborne, 
Winfrith 8th, 2/3 singing near Witchampton 15th and 2 Cranborne 28th July. 1 
singing St. Aldhelm’s Head 2nd August. 
Red-throated Diver up to 8 past either St. Aldhelm’s Head or Portland Bill in 
March. Continuous movement past Chesil Cove, Portland Bill and St. Aldhelm’s 
Head with best counts of 9 at Chesil Cove 6th and St. Aldhelm’s Head 8th April. 
Black-throated Diver 1 past Portland Bill 26th March. Small numbers moving 
along the coast, best count 3 Portland Bill 25th April. 1 past Portland Bill 2nd May.
Great Northern Diver singles seen Bowleaze Cove 8th, 26th and Shell Bay 17th 
March. Singles past Winspit 11th, St. Aldhelm’s Head 25th and 3 past Portland 
Bill 22nd April. 1 in Weymouth Bay 2nd & 13th, 1 off West Bexington and 2 in 
summer plumage off Abbotsbury Swannery 19th June.
Great Crested Grebe 1 settled off Portland Bill 22nd July.
Red-necked Grebe a single on Swineham GPs 27th-31st March. Again at 
Swineham GPs during April. 1 West Bay 5th May.
Slavonian Grebe 2 Studland Bay 6th March. 1 Chesil Beach 8th April.
Black-necked Grebe recorded in the Poole Harbour area and Portland 
Harbour in March. 1 in full summer plumage Poole Harbour 19th August.
Sooty Shearwater singles past Portland Bill 9th/10th August.
Manx Shearwater 1 past St. Aldhelm’s Head 9th, 5 past Portland Bill 26th 
March. Movement along the coast, best counts 80 past Camp Road, Weymouth 
24th and 49 past St. Aldhelm’s Head 25th April. 100 past and 75 past Portland 
Bill 20th, 25th May. Movement noted off the coast during June at Portland 
Bill and Hengistbury Head, best count 45 off Portland Bill 7th. Birds passing 
Portland Bill latter part of July, best count 40 30th. Good movement in August 
best counts 220 past St. Aldhelm’s Head and c200 past Portland Bill 16th.
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Balearic Shearwater 1 past Portland Bill 2nd May. 1/2s noted off Portland Bill 
and Mudeford Quay in June. Birds passing Portland Bill right through July, best 
count 16 17th. Good movement in August, best count 239 past Portland Bill 12th.
Storm Petrel 3 in Christchurch Bay 8th June. Singles at Hengistbury Head 10th, 
Portland Bill 15th and St. Aldhelm’s Head 16th August. 
Bittern 1 at Lodmoor RSPB 25th June.  1 Lodmoor RSPB 22nd July.
LITTLE BITTERN 1 at Lodmoor RSPB 1st June.
NIGHT HERON 1 briefly at Abbotsbury Swannery 5th July.
Cattle Egret seen at several sites but best numbers at Abbotsbury Swannery 
and Portesham, 50+ in March. Present through April, some showing summer 
plumage, counts of 30 Abbotsbury Swannery, 28 Portesham. Recorded in the 
Frome Valley and Stanpit Marsh during May. 1 Christchurch Harbour briefly in 
the morning 27th July. 1 Abbotsbury Swannery 31st August. 
Great White Egret singles at several sites through March. Singles again seen 
in April. Singles seen at 4 sites in May. Mainly singles seen a various sites 
during June. Singles recorded at Middlebere and Radipole RSPB, mainly seen 
at Lodmoor RSPB with up to 3 birds during July. Recorded at Abbotsbury 
Swannery, Arne RSPB, Middlebere, Lodmoor RSPB, Lytchett Heath, Radipole 
RSPB and Studland during August. Maximum in 1 place 4 Lodmoor RSPB.
Purple Heron 1 over Portland Bill 19th May.
White Stork 22 over Abbotsbury, 21 over Bridport and 5 over Langton 
Matravers 24th August(Assumed to be part of the Knepp Project).
Glossy Ibis 1 at Radipole Lake RSPB 9th-11th, 1 at Abbotsbury Swannery 
12th/23rd June.

Glossy Ibis, Abbotsbury Swannery - 18th June 
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Spoonbill 3 Arne RSPB 14th, 1 Brownsea Lagoon 20th and 2 flew up the River 
Frome 25th April. Recorded throughout May, best count 4 Brownsea Lagoon 
28th/29th.  Present at Brownsea Lagoon during June 4-6 birds. Recorded right 
through July with maximum counts of 7 in Brownsea Lagoon 22nd-26th and 6 
Middlebere 31st. Numbers built into the 20s during August.

RAPTORS to CRANE
Honey Buzzard 1 over Portland 10th May. 1 over Morden Bog 30th June. 4 over 
south Lodmoor RSPB 30th August. 
Red Kite seen throughout March at lots of sites best counts 8 over Durlston CP 
24th and 7 over Bulbarrow Hill 31st. April had several sightings, mainly singles. 
Seen at several sites, up to 3 birds at a time during May. Singles over several 
sites in June. 1 Linton Hill 26th August.
Marsh Harrier singles recorded at Stanpit Marsh, Slepe Heath (2), Morden Bog, 
Christchurch Harbour and Wareham Channel towards the end of June. 1s&2s 
recorded in the Poole Harbour area in July. Again, same pattern in August.
Hen Harrier singles at 7 locations in March. 1 juvenile female Slepe Heath 30th 
August.
Montagu’s Harrier 1 ringtail Chalbury Hill 5th May. 1 over Cranborne 27th August.
Goshawk 1 over Portland 31st August.
Rough-legged Buzzard 1 over Lulworth Camp 20th April.
Osprey individuals recorded from 13th at several sites, mainly in the Poole 
Harbour area during March. 1s/2s recorded throughout the county in April. 
Singles seen over 6 sites in May. Singles, 2/3s at several sites mainly Wareham 
Channel/Poole Harbour areas in June with a translocated bird LS1 seen 12th 
in Poole Harbour. Noted at several sites around the Poole Harbour area in 
1s&2s during July, LS7 was seen over Lytchett Bay 20th. A gradual build up of 
sightings at various sites through August,  best count of 6 in Wareham Channel 
24th and Poole Harbour 26th.
Merlin singles at Eggardon Hill and Portland Bill in March. Singles noted at 
6 sites in April. 1 at Wyke Regis 8th May. 1 Hartland Moor 25th & 27th August.
Hobby recorded at various sites in April. Recorded at 18 sites in May. Noted 
throughout June at 6 sites. Singles seen at Badbury Rings, Middlebere, Lytchett 
Fields RSPB and Litton Cheney in July with 9+ near Bovington 3rd and up to 6 
at Lower Bryanston, including a ringed bird 5th. Mainly in 1/2s at 10 sites, the 
exception being 4 in Stobourgh area 18th during August.
SPOTTED CRAKE 1 Lodmoor RSPB 29th August. 
Common Crane 1 over Long Critchel 5th March. 2 over Witchampton 28th and 
2 at Stobourgh 29th April, probably the same birds. 1 Wareham flying towards 
Middlebere 16th May.
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WADERS
Oystercatcher 60 at Ferrybridge 30th July.
Black-winged Stilt 3 Christchurch Harbour 21st April. 1 Radipole RSPB 6th May.
Stone Curlew 1 Abbotsbury Swannery 10th April. 1 Holt Heath 5th May. 1 over 
Lytchett Heath 18th June. 
Little Ringed Plover singles at Lodmoor RSPB and Swineham, 5 Lytchett 
Fields RSPB 29th March. Recorded mainly at Lytchett Fields RSPB during April 
best count 9 16th. 2 Lytchett Fields RSPB 17th May. Small numbers arriving at 
Lytchett Fields RSPB and Stanpit Marsh end of June. Recorded at Ferrybridge, 
Lytchett Fields RSPB and West Bexington during July best count 6 Lytchett 
Fields RSPB 16th/17th. 1 Lytchett Fields RSPB, 1 Stanpit Marsh 4th August.
Ringed Plover 200+ 18th, 320 20th Ferrybridge in August. 
Kentish Plover 1 Ferrybridge 28th April.
Golden Plover at Maiden Castle in March best c450 12th.
Knot 1 Christchurch Harbour 28th/29th June. 5 at Ferrybridge 30th July. Recorded 
at Brownsea Lagoon, Christchurch Harbour, Ferrybridge and Lodmoor RSPB 
in August with best counts of 20 Ferrybridge 12th, 41 Christchurch Harbour 
27th and 20 Brownsea Lagoon 31st.
Sanderling Recorded Christchurch Harbour and Ferrybridge in small 
numbers in July. August as for July with 20 Ferrybridge 9th.
Little Stint 1 at Stanpit Marsh 14th-19th, with 3 on 15th May.
Temminck’s Stint 1 Abbotsbury Swannery 20th April. Noted again at 
Abbotsbury Swannery 15th May.
Curlew Sandpiper 1 Stanpit Marsh 31st March. 1 at Lytchett Fields RSPB 
23rd/24th April. Singles at Lodmoor RSPB, Weymouth, Stanpit Marsh and 
Ferrybridge in May. 1 Brownsea Island 31st July. Noted at Brownsea and Lytchett 
Fields RSPB with 4 juveniles in Lytchett Fields RSPB at the end of August.
Purple Sandpiper seen at several sites in March. 12 Hengistbury Head 2nd, 5 
Portland Bill 11th and 3 Portland Bill, 8 Lyme Regis 30th April.
Ruff singles at Lodmoor RSPB, Lytchett Fields RSPB and Rodden Hive, with a count 
of 11 at Lodmoor RSPB 28th March. A single again recorded at Lodmoor RSPB in 
April. 1 Stanpit Marsh 15th May. 1 Brownsea Lagoon 9th, 3 Holes Bay 13th August.
Jack Snipe singles at Swineham and Wick in March, a count of 8 in Poole Harbour 2nd. 
Black-tailed Godwit 251 in Poole Park 25th March. 465 inHoles Bay 27th August.
Bar-tailed Godwit good movement in April, e.g. 1995 past St. Aldhelm’s Head, 745 
past Chesil Beach, 218 past Portland Bill 22nd. 9 Ferrybridge 3rd May. Best count 17 
Brownsea Lagoon 19th June. 2 Stanpit Marsh 1st,1 Brownsea Lagoon 20th August. 
Whimbrel movement noted at several sites in April. Noted at several sites 
through May, best count 6 Christchurch Harbour 30th. Christchurch Harbour and 
Ferrybridge recorded birds 19th-29th June. Christchurch Harbour, Ferrybridge 
and Lytchett Fields RSPB recorded birds in July with a best count of 8 Ferrybridge 
30th. At several sites during August best count 15 Stanpit Marsh 7th.
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Curlew 97 birds in Brands Bay 7th July.
Common Sandpiper 2 at Christchurch Harbour and Lytchett Fields RSPB 29th 
June. Abbotsbury Swannery, Lodmoor RSPB, Lytchett Fields RSPB and Stanpit 
Marsh held birds during July. Seen at several sites in August. Best counts of 28 
Stanpit Marsh 1st, 23 Brownsea Island 5th & 7 Abbotsbury Swannery 26th.
Spotted Sandpiper 1 Rodden Hive 17th May.

Green Sandpiper 1/2s noted at Bere Regis CBs, Crossways and Lytchett Fields 
RSPB in March. 1s/2s at 3 sites in April. Recorded at Holton Pools and Lytchett 
Fields RSPB in June. Lytchett Fields RSPB contained the biggest numbers in 
July, the best being 21 on the 24th. Recorded at 8 sites with 28 at Lytchett Fields 
2nd August.
Spotted Redshank singles at Stanpit Marsh and Lytchett Fields RSPB during 
March. 1s/2s in Stanpit Marsh and Lytchett Fields RSPB during April. 1 Stanpit 
Marsh 14th May. 1 in summer plumage Lychett Fields RSPB 23rd/29th June. 2 
noted at Lytchett Fields RSPB during July. Lytchett Fields RSPB  & Middlebere 
main sites with 7 Middlebere 30th August. 
Greenshank 1s/3s in Lytchett Fields RSPB and Christchurch Harbour in April. 
Recorded through May, best count 11 Stanpit Marsh 16th. 1 at West Knighton 
Heath 29th June. Seen at several sites in July, best count 9 Lytchett Fields RSPB 
15th & 26th. Brownsea Lagoon, Christchurch Harbour areas, Lytchett Fields 
RSPB all recorded double figure counts in August. 
Lesser Yellowlegs remained at Lodmoor RSPB through March. Still at 
Lodmoor RSPB up until 20th April.

Spotted Sandpiper, Rodden Hive (The Fleet) - 17th May 
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Wood Sandpiper 1 Lodmoor RSPB 2nd May. Singles seen at Brownsea Island, 
Ferrybridge, Lodmoor RSPB, Lytchett Fields RSPB, Tidmoor Ranges and Trent 
during July.  1 Holt Lodge Farm 3rd,1 Radipole Lake RSPB 8th, 6 Lodmoor RSPB 
9th & 1 Lytchett Fields RSPB 27th August.
Redshank 102 Stanpit Marsh 7th, 241 Holes Bay 27th August.
Turnstone 74 at Ferrybridge 30th July.
Grey Phalarope a single at Ferrybridge 11th/12th August.

SKUAS to TERNS
Pomarine Skua coast movement of small numbers during April. Again 
movement along the coast in May, best count 7 past Ferrybridge 16th. 1 past 
Hengistbury Head 16th August.
Arctic Skua 1 pale morph past Mudeford Quay 5th, 1 past Hengistbury Head 
14th March. Steady movement through April. 1 past Chesil Beach 7th/8th and 1 
past Portland Bill 25th May. 6 8th, 1 18th past Portland Bill, 3 22nd and 1 30th past 
Ferrybridge in June. Singles past Portland Bill 2nd/3rd and 2 past Portland Bill 
30th/31st July. Mainly singles but up to 3 past Portland Bill in August.
Great Skua 1 in Bowleaze Cove 16th, 1 past Portland Bill 17th March. Steady 
movements along the coast in April. 2 past Chesil Beach 8th May. 1 past Portland 
Bill 8th June. Singles past Portland Bill 3rd and 30th July. 1/2/3s past Portland 
Bill and St. Aldhelm’s Head during August.
Little Gull 1 adult Lodmoor RSPB 15th-22nd March. Recorded at or passing 
several sites during April. Recorded at Lodmoor RSPB, The Fleet and 
Abbotsbury Swannery mainly as singles in May. A single at Lodmoor RSPB 
first half of June. Single at Ferrybridge 12th-19th with 2 there 20th July. Birds at 
Ferrybridge throughout August best count 6 14th.
Laughing Gull 1 past Portland Bill 28th April.
Ring-billed Gull 1 Abbotsbury Swannery 3rd April.
Yellow-legged Gull singles at Portland Bill(juvenile) 4th, past West Bexington 
18th, Lytchett Fields RSPB 20th & 26th and 2 Portland Bill 30th July. 2 Portland 
Bill 12th August.
Little Tern first noted 15th April, best count 10 Ferrybridge 21st. 2 off Mudeford 
Quay 19th June. 5 Weymouth Bay 1st, 4 Ferrybridge 17th August.
Black Tern 1 off Mudeford Quay 2nd, 1 past Durlston CP 17th and 1 Abbotsbury 
Swannery 31st May. Singles Chesil Cove 14th, Christchurch Harbour 15th, 
Studland 18th, Poole Harbour 28th and 3 Wareham Channel 26th August.
White-winged Black Tern 1 Lodmoor RSPB/Weymouth Bay 26th June.
Sandwich Tern 13 Brownsea Lagoon 22nd, 2 Baiter Park 23rd March. c200 
Brownsea Lagoon 20th May.  165 at roost Stanpit Marsh 7th August.
Common Tern 100 arrived at Brownsea 24th April. c150 Brownsea Lagoon 
20th May. 18 off Mudeford Quay 19th June.
Roseate Tern 1 Abbotsbury Swannery 31st May.
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Arctic Tern 1 Abbotsbury Swannery 18th May. 1 Chesil Cove 14th, 1 Abbotsbury 
Swannery 16th and 3 Wareham Channel 25th August.

AUKS to WOODPECKERS
Black Guillemot 1 past Portland Bill 20th March. 1 past Portland Bill 6th April. 
1 Bournemouth Promenade 10thAugust.
Puffin 1 Portland Bill 29th March. Singles recorded Dancing Ledge, St. Aldhelm’s 
Head and Portland Bill in April. 1 off Portland Bill 8th May. 2 0ff Portland Bill 
7th June.
Turtle Dove 1 Durlston CP 24th April. 1 at Southwell, Portland through May, 
also singles at Burton, Stanpit Marsh and Portland Bird Observatory during 
the month. 1 Southwell and 1 West Bexington 19th June. 1 Ringwood Forest 
(Dorset part).
Cuckoo Singles recorded at 9 sites during April. A better year! Reports from 
26 sites during May. Singles reported from 7 sites in June, with 2 Stanpit 
Marsh 6th and 4 Hartland Moor 8th. Short-eared Owl singles at Abbotsbury 
Swannery, Bowleaze Cove, Maiden Castle and Portland Bill during March with 
2 at Maiden Castle 1st, 2 at Bowleaze Cove 26th. Best count 4 Portland Bill 16th 
April. 1 Chesil 7th, 1 Portland Bill 18th May. 1(juvenile) Christchurch Harbour 
2nd and 1 Three Legged Cross 14th July.
Little Owl 1 Holton Lee 3rd and 1 West Orchard 4th July.
Nightjar 2 “churring” at Beaminster 20th/21st April. Singles at Holton Lee 12th, 
Durlston CP 22nd/23rd and 1 heard overnight Corfe Gap 13th August.
Swift 1 Southwell, Portland 27th March. Noted from the middle of April 30 
recorded Longham Lakes 30th. 200+ Longham Lakes, 70+ Swineham 9th May. 
c180 Longham Lakes 17th , 50 Portland Bill 24th August.
ALPINE SWIFT 1 Durlston CP 11th June.
Bee-eater 7 Durlston CP 15th, 1 Portland 16th and 1 Portland Bird Observatory 
20th May. 1 Canford Heath 28th June.
Hoopoe 1 Portland 25th-29th March. Singles at Stanpit Marsh 5th, Langton 
Herring 21st and Portland 21st/22nd April. 1 West Bexington 30th May.
Wryneck 1 ringed at Forston 1 April. Singles at Wyke Regis 6th and Portland 17th 
May. Singles at Lytchett Heath(ringed), Trent 25th, Ballard Down, Charmouth, 
Durlston CP, Lodmoor RSPB 26th, Arne RSPB, Durlston CP 27th, Durlston CP, 
Sutton Waldron 28th, Portland 29th and Durlston CP 30th August. 
Lesser Spotted Woodpecker 1 Rempstone Heath 21st April.

LARKS to WHEATEARS
Skylark 33+ Crown Estate Fields, Portland 3rd March.
Sand Martin started arriving 4th recorded at several sites during March. Best 
count in April 150 Swineham GPs 1st. c600 Longham Lakes 17th, 95 Hengistbury 
Head 21, 150+ Portland Bill, 14 St. Aldhelm’s Head 24th August.
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Swallow recorded at Portland Bill from 14th March. c100 Longham Lakes 
17th, 60 Ringstead Bay, 40 Hengistbury Head 21st, 350 St. Aldhelm’s Head 24th 
August.
House Martin 1 Lodmoor RSPB 22nd March. c300 Longham Lakes 17th, 36 St. 
Aldhelm’s Head 24th August.
Red-rumped Swallow 1 Portland 12th and 22nd April.
TAWNY PIPIT 1 Hartland Moor 25th August. 
Tree Pipit singles recorded Portland Bird Observatory, Portland Bill and 
Stanpit Marsh during March. Small flow during April, best count 12 West 
Cliff, Portland 18th. Noted at 13 sites, 5 ringed Durlston CP 12th, best count 50 
Portland Bill 26th August.
Meadow Pipit 250+ over Portland Bird Observatory 23rd March. 135 
Hengistbury Head 17th April.
Water Pipit singles seen at Briantspuddle, Priory and Stanpit Marsh in March. 
2 Abbotsbury Swannery 19th, 6 Stanpit Marsh 20th April.  
Yellow Wagtail 1 at Portland Bill 30th/31st March. Small but steady arrivals 
through April. 1/2s seen at several sites, with 3 west cliffs Portland together 
with 1 Blue-headed and 2 “flavissima” Wagtails 12th May. 1 Shell Bay 17th, 
1 Portland Bill 28th July. Recorded at 9 sites in August, best counts 120+ 
Abbotsbury 25th, 175 Portland Bill 26th, 100 28th & 42 St. Aldhelm’s Head 31st.
White Wagtail singles at Chesil Cove and Portland Bill 18th, Church Ope Cove 
25th March. 7 at Portland Bird Observatory 18th April. 2 Portland 3rd May.
Dipper 1 at Sherborne 15th March. A single in Wimborne from the 22nd-31st 
August.

Dipper, Wimborne - 22nd August
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Nightingale 1 Upton Heath 16th April. 1 Durlston CP and 1 Weymouth 8th May.
Black Redstart recorded daily at several sites in March. 1 Portland Bill 6th and 
1 Burton Bradstock 15th May.
Redstart noted at the end of March at Hengistbury Head, Portland Bill and 
Seacombe. 1 Shell Bay 17th July. Mainly noted as singles at several sites in 
August with 1 ringed at Durlston CP 12th and a count of 25 Durlston CP 25th.
Whinchat Small but steady movement during April. Recorded at several 
sites in May, best counts 3 Durlston Cp 4th, 3 Purbeck GC and 5 Portland Bill 
6th. Recorded at 21 sites best counts 20 Portland Bill 26th, 18 Lulworth, 18 
Milborne St. Andrew 31st in August.
Wheatear recorded throughout March, best counts 64 Portland area 23rd and 
25 Hengistbury Head 31st.  Movement recorded at 9 sites in August best count 
150 Portland Bill 26th.

THRUSHES to TITS
Ring Ouzel a maximum of 2 on Portland 21st-31st March. Singles on Portland, 
Durlston CP and Slepe Heath during April.
Fieldfare 50+ at Sunnyside Farm 1st April. 1 Verwood 30th June.
Grasshopper Warbler
Durlston CP recorded 1 14th  
and 2 16th July. Portland Bird 
Observatory trapped and 
ringed singles 17th & 24th 
and a 1 was at Portland Bill 
28th July. Recorded at 6 sites, 
7 ringed at Durlston CP 12th, 
32 ringed Lytchett Heath 20th 
in August. 
Savi’s Warbler 1 Radipole 
RSPB 21st/22nd/23rd April.
AQUATIC WARBLER 
1 Abbotsbury Swannery 19th 
August.
Sedge Warbler singles 
at Abbotsbury Swannery 
20th and Lodmoor RSPB 
30th March. 15 18th , 25 20th 
Portland Bill & 60 ringed 
Christchurch Harbour 27th 
August.

Aquatic Warbler, Abbotsbury Swannery - 19th August
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Marsh Warbler 1 Ringstead Bay 8th, 1 Lodmoor RSPB 23rd June.
Reed Warbler singles at Lodmoor RSOB 29th and Radipole RSPB 31st March.
Melodious Warbler 1 ringed Portland Bird Observatory 25th April. 1 Portland 
Bill 6th May. 1 St. Aldhelm’s Head 26th August.
Blackcap up to 15 recorded at Wick 30th/31st March.
Garden Warbler 1 Durlston CP 29th March. Noted at Durlston CP, Hengistbury 
Head, Portland, Ringstead and Upton CP during May. 4 Stanpit Marsh 1st, 
singles Durlston CP, Wick 4th & Martinstown 20th August.
Whitethroat singles at Durlston CP and Stanpit Marsh 29th March.
Yellow-browed Warbler 1 Broadstone 13th March.
Wood Warbler recorded on Portland and Hengistbury Head in May. 1 
Beaminster 21st August.
Chiffchaff 100+ recorded in Portland area 23rd March.
Iberian Chiffchaff 1 ringed Portland Bird Observatory 1st April.
Willow Warbler 3 Portland Bird Observatory 22nd, 4 Portland Bill, 5 St. 
Aldhelm’s Head and 5 Wick 31st March. Best counts in April 300 and c250 
Portland 17th/18th April. Best counts 120 Portland Bill, 30 Christchurch 
Harbour 26th August.
Firecrest  1s/2s seen at several sites right through March. 1 Broadstone 4th, 
1 Upton CP 27th May. 
Spotted Flycatcher observed mainly in the Portland area in May, best count 
100+ 10th. 1 (juvenile) Durlston CP 29th July. 8 sites noted various numbers 
in August, West Morden had 3 fields worth too many to count 18th, Badbury 
Rings had 20 22nd, Durlston CP & West Bexington 12 each 25th.
Pied Flycatcher seen on Portland, at Durlston CP and Winspit during May. 
19 sites recorded mainly singles, on 26th Portland Bill had 12, Charmouth 6 
during August.
Continental Coal Tit 1 Portland 14th May.
Penduline Tit 1 seen at Lodmoor RSPB from 4th-17th March.

ORIOLE to BUNTINGS
Golden Oriole all sightings on Portland, 1  Barleycrates 7th, 1 singing Southwell 
20th, 2 Avalanche Rd 21st, 1 singing Culverwell 22nd, 1 Weston, 1 Southwell 24th 
May. 1 Portland Bird Observatory 8th/9th June.
Red Backed Shrike 1 just in Dorset at Martin Down 4th July.
Great Grey Shrike 1 in Wareham Forest during March.
Rose-coloured Starling 1 Southwell 11th June.
Tree Sparrow 2 seen Portland Bill 22nd/23rd/25th April. 1 East Stour 4th May.
Brambling 1 Ashington 24th, 1 Portland Bill 27th and 2 over Stanpit Marsh 31st 
March. 3 over Hengistbury Head 18th and singles over Portland Bill 1st, 18th and 
22nd April.
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Serin 1 over Portland Bird Observatory 22nd March. Singles reported at 
Winspit, Durlston CP and Portland during April. 2 Top Fields, Portland 1st, 
singles at Southwell, Lulworth Camp and Portland Bill in May. 1 Portland 
Bird Observatory 22nd/23rd June, trapped and ringed. 1 female Portland Bird 
Observatory 2nd , male & female there 3rd and 1 Portland Bill 4th/5th July.  
Crossbill 2 Ramsdown 1st/4th August.
Common Rosefinch 1 Portland Bill 25th May.
Hawfinch 1 ringed Portland Bird Observatory 2nd April. 1 Portland Bird 
Observatory 7th-12th and 1 Old Hill Portland 17th July. 
DARK-EYED JUNCO 1 Abbotsbury Swannery Car Park 21st June. 

CIRL BUNTING 1 Southwell 3rd March.
Ortolan Bunting 1 St. Aldhelm’s Head 24th August. 
Corn Bunting 26 Maiden Castle 22nd March. 25 Milborne St. Andrew 15th May.

Dark-eyed Junco, Abbotsbury Swannery - 21st June 

Contributions to future newsletters
We would be pleased to receive any articles, pieces of news or comments 
for possible inclusion in future newsletters. 
In the first instance, please feel free to contact the newsletter team at 
dorsetbirdclub@hotmail.com to discuss any ideas that you may have to 
write about aspects of Dorset’s birds and birdwatching that you feel would 
be of interest to members.  



Dorset Bird Club Membership

Subscriptions
Annual subscriptions are due on the anniversary of your joining the DBC. 
The current rates are:
● Single membership			       		                     £15.00
● Joint membership (2 adults/at one address) 	      	                    £18.00
Each membership receives copies of the newsletter (pdf or hard copy 
options) and a copy of the Bird Report.  

DBC also offers:
● Young Persons Membership 				                  £0 (free)
    [Aged 21 and under in full-time education. Please note: the newsletters 
      & annual report for this membership are sent in a pdf format]

*****

Please don’t forget... 
if you change your contact details let the Membership Secretary know as 
soon as possible. 

If you are a tax-payer, and haven’t already done so, please consider  
completing a ‘Gift Aid’ form to enable the Club to claim tax back on your 
subscription. A form can be downloaded from:
http://www.dorsetbirds.org.uk/membership/4545535402

*****

To join, to renew or for any further information about membership of the 
Dorset Bird Club contact the Membership Secretary:

Richard Charman, 20 Stourpaine Road, Poole, Dorset, BH17 9AT
email: membership@dorsetbirds.org.uk 
phone: 07391 756053  

*****
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