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EDITORIAL
In the last newsletter editorial, we explained that we were making progress on
a number of initiatives - here is an update...

Work on the new Dorset Bird ClubWebsite is well in hand and as you read this
it should be live. Most of the information has just been transferred across from
the old site and will, over a period of time, be updated as we get use to the
practicalities of the new site (so please bear with us). One thing that will not
change is the ‘Daily Blog’ http://dorsetbirds.blogspot.com/ - this has always
been a separate site with a a link to the website and will remain so.

The newDorset Bird Clubwebsite address is:www.dorsetbirds.co.uk (wewill
be setting up new email addresses associated with this site in due course).

The old website and associated email addresses will still be live for a period of
time but will be phased out over the course of the year.

~

Progress on catching up with the Dorset Bird Report continues. The 2018
Report is in the �inal stages of editing and will soon be collated together ready
for the printers. We are still aiming to get it published by late-Spring. Work has
already started on gathering the data together for the 2019 Report. This report
will be re-formatted to take into account all of the recent taxonomic changes to
The British List in recent years.We hope to have this published at the end of this
year and then we will be back on track with the bird report timings and hope in
future to have the reports published by the end of the following year.

~

We can’t, of course, produce a Bird Report without bird records. These have to
be collected and collated before being written up. This has always traditionally
been done by the County Recorder, often putting a lot of work onto one person.
This process has been reviewed recently and is explained in the article on Page 2.

~

The Club has run a number of interesting conferences in recent years and we
have another planned this year - with a twist... Find out more on page 5 and put
the date in your diary. Further information will follow.

~

If you have received this newsletter as a ‘hard copy’, please consider changing to
the option of receiving it by email as a pdf �ile - over a third of the membership
already do so. This helps the Club to keep its costs and subscription-rates down.
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County Recorder role
and the future of bird recording in Dorset

Since our previous county recorder and bird report editor, Marcus Lawson,
stepped down it has not been easy to �ill the void he left. After much discussion
and re�lection we've settled, at least for the moment, on a newway of �illing the
role through a team working approach. There are three main strands, working
closely together:

• rare and scarce birds, led by Ian Stanley, supported by the Dorset
Records Panel comprising Mike Morse, Steve W Smith, Ian Stanley,
Joe Stockwell and Nick Whitehouse.

• rare breeding birds, led by Shaun Robson, who will also help the
Records Panel liaise with the British Birds scarce migrants team.

• non-rare birds, led by Geoff Upton, supported by the bird report
editorial team and all the species account writers, data inputters,
compilers of local bird reports etc.

Alongside this there is the work of the Survey Panel, led by George Green,
working closely with the BTO and our other birding and conservation partners
within the county.

This team working approach recognises the considerable help we receive from
everyone, without which none of this would be possible. In 2018 we were
delighted to have received more than 179,000 bird records, and processed
descriptions and photos of almost 160 rare bird sightings. We hope to receive a
lot more in 2019 (see below!) but this does represent a considerable volume of
work. With the co-operation of a brilliant team of contributors we believe our
new arrangements will work well for the future.

Request for 2019 Bird Records and Descriptions

With good progress being made on the 2018 bird report, we are now getting
ready to start work on the report for 2019. If you have not yet submitted your
sightings for 2019, could you please do as soon as possible, ideally using
BirdTrack but we welcome records in any format that suits you. There is an
interactive Excel spreadsheet which automatically provides the grid reference
so that we can upload direct into the BirdTrack database – if you would like a
copy please email dorsetbirdclub@hotmail.com

For the 2019 report we will moving away from the species list and order that
many of us have become so familiar with, using instead the BOU/IOC taxonomy

which is now pretty much universally adopted both in the UK and
internationally. Some of us will continue to struggle with the new order – in
which Falcons come between Woodpeckers and Parrots, and Robin and
Nightingale are between Spotted and Pied Flycatchers – but we have to move
with the times. The 2018 bird report will remain in the old order so youmay not
notice much change for a year or so.

Please note that records entered into eBird or Trektellen come to us anyway at
the end of the year, as well as your BirdTrack records. All other records
submitted have to be manually entered into the database. We are now also
trying to capture sightings from Twitter but this will never be an entirely
reliable way of submitting.

If you were lucky enough to see a rare bird in the county in 2019 and have not
yet submitted a description please ensure this is done as soon as possible,
otherwise the recordmay be lost to history! The latest Bird Report showswhich
species require descriptions either for the Dorset Records Panel or the British
Birds Rarities Committee.

__________

Update from the Dorset Records Panel

At its meeting in January 2020 the Dorset Records Panel completed reviewing
the descriptions and photos it has received for birds seen in 2018. The outcome
of Panel assessments is kept up to date on the Dorset Bird Club website under
the heading ‘Dorset Bird List’; for 2018 records see:
http://www.dorsetbirds.org.uk/2018-decisions/4594720776

At the same meeting the Panel reviewed the need for descriptions, taking into
account the frequency of occurrence of each species on the current list. The
Panel also looked at how many species, excluding those considered by BBRC,
require descriptions in neighbouring counties (Devon 91, Hampshire 87 and
Somerset 90 compared to 90 in Dorset). The Panel agreed changes to seven
species and two subspecies as set out below.

Due to the increasing number of records from reintroduction projects that can
cause dif�iculty in distinguishing wild origin from released individuals, the
following no longer require a description for every sighting. Please include the
reason why you think the bird is of wild origin:

White Stork
Crane

mailto:mailto:dorsetbirdclub@hotmail.com
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Young Birders Take-over
Half-day Conference and AGM 20th June 2020

Building on the success of the Club’s conference in February 2019, we are
planning another event in June 2020, focusing on young birders. This will be a
special and important event: the programme will be designed and delivered by
young birders from Dorset and elsewhere in the UK. The programme will be
lively, interesting and different.Wewant asmany birders as possible - of all ages
- to be there to hear these new voices.

Where: Queen Elizabeth School, Wimborne BH21 4DT

When: Saturday 20 June 2020, from 1.30 pm to 5.00 pm, followed by the Club’s
AGM at 5.30 pm (times to be con�irmed)

What: Talks on: Getting into Birding; Ospreys in Poole Harbour; Finding and
Identifying Rare Birds; Rebelling for Wildlife; Monitoring Greylag Geese; Bird
Observatories; and more – all given by brilliant, enthusiastic young people.
There will be a chance to put questions to a panel of young birders.

Also stalls, refreshments, photos and plenty of time for meeting new people.

More details later, but please set the afternoon aside now.
__________

Upcoming Outdoor Field Visits - reminder

All of the DBC walks are open to members and non-members and are FREE but
please be aware that there may be car parking charges payable at some sites.

There is no need to book a place on the walks (unless this is required or advised)
- just turn up at the meeting place at the advertised time (the walks will leave
promptly at these times).

Full details are in the last newsletter and on the website or contact:
Richard Charman
Mobile: 07391 756 053 or email: walks@dorsetbirds.org.uk

Sunday 9th February: Portland Harbour & Ferrybridge 09:30-13:30 approx.
Sunday 29th March: Winspit and St Adhelm’s Head 09:30-15:00 approx.
Sunday 26th April: Sturminster Newton 09:30-14:00 approx.
Sunday 24th May: Martin Down 09:30-14:00 approx.
Friday 5th June: White Sheet Plantation, near Wimborne 19:30-22:30

Due to the number of records in recent years the following no longer require a
description:

Grey Phalarope
Roseate Tern
Tree Sparrow
Haw�inch
Blue-headed WagtailM.f.�lava

Due to the number of records in recent years the following require a description
away from certain areas:

Black Guillemot (away from Portland and Poole Harbour)
Continental Coal Tit P.a.ater (away from Portland)

These changes will take effect from 1 January 2020. The description status of
all other species remains unchanged for 2020, but will be reviewed annually in
future. These latest changes will reduce the number of species requiring
description in Dorset to 84, with seven additional subspecies. They will also
bring a welcome reduction in workload both for the Panel and for observers.

Thanks
The DRP and the DBC would like to thank Geoff Upton for the amount of time
he has given recently in almost single-handily moving the recording side of the
bird club's responsibilities forward after Marcus stepped down.

__________

Back issues of Dorset Bird Reports

Do you have a gap in your reports?

We have a small stock of most reports covering the years
1977 to 2017. Reports for 1977-1985 were published
by DNH&AS and from 1986 by the DBC.

To enquire about prices & availability contact:
Neil Gartshore
01929 552560
Email: enquiries@callunabooks.co.uk



Get Involved! Breeding Bird Surveys in 2020
George Green

NIGHTINGALE SURVEY OF HISTORIC SITES
Many thanks to those who have volunteered to help with this survey. As a result
6 of the 7 ‘Target’ tetrads are covered. This leaves tetrad SY9682 (Challow/East
Hill, Corfe Castle) where Nightingales were reported up to 2016. I have been
told they have not been reported here subsequently, but any further
information or help with this site will be appreciated.

WOODLARK SURVEY
A comprehensive survey of
Woodlarks is being carried out
as part of the Dorset’s
Heathland Heart Project. This
is a collaborative project
involving a wide range of
wildlife and conservation
organisations operating in
Dorset. I am aware that some
of our members have already
offered to help with this

survey. However I have been in contact with the organiser Dr Sophie Lake
(Plantlife) and have offered help and support from the Dorset Bird Club. When
I receive more information I will notify members via our website and Dorset
O&A. Alternatively you can contact Sophie Lake (Dorset’s Heathland Heart co
Project Manager) directly by email at Sophie.Lake@plantlife.org.uk

BTO SURVEYS
I know that many members are already involved with the various BTO Surveys
being undertaken in Dorset. However the Dorset Bird Club is keen to support
these surveys as much as possible. For further details please refer to the ‘News
from the BTO in Dorset’ article by Jack Winsper on page 7.

FUTURE PLANS FOR BIRD SURVEYS IN 2021
I am planning a couple of more ambitious surveys for 2021. After discussing
these with the Dorset Bird Club Survey Panel, I will publish �inal details in the
next Newsletter.

THANKS: I would like to thank the members of the Dorset Surveys Panel for
their help and support during the past 12 months and our members who have
offered to help with surveys.
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From the BTO Regional Representative
Jack Winsper

The BTO page on the DBC web site is hopelessly out of date but shortly we are
to be given access to “our page” so that we can ensure site vacancies etc are
current. Until that happens the sites “looking for an owner” listed below are
correct at time of writing.

After a quiet winterwith onlyWeBS towhet the appetite, the BTO survey season
is now about to start in earnest. There are 3 regulars and a new one.

Breeding Waders in Wet Meadows
First the new one, or more correctly the return of an old one, last carried out in
full in 2002. This is being performed in collaboration with the RSPB. Site
allocations are still being �inalised, but a draft list I have seen includes several
in the Avon valley. If you think this survey could be interesting, please reserve
time for three visits, one week apart between mid-April and mid-May. As soon
as I have more information I’ll publicise through the usual channels.

Heronries Census
This will be its 92nd year, it’s been going longer than the BTO and for the most of
that time Grey Heron would have been the only bird counted, but ever since
Little Egret started nesting in the UK, on Brownsea to be precise, this survey has
taken on a new level of interest. Which will be the next type of egret recorded
often enough to be added on the list? If you would like to help to �ind out please
contact Greg Lambe greg.lambe1@gmail.com for details.

Woodcock Survey
If you’ve never seen or heard a Woodcock roding then it should be on your
bucket list, it’s certainly unusual! Whether you have or haven’t ticked it off, if
you would like experience it and at the same time help to calculate the current
population please contact Greg Lambe greg.lambe1@gmail.com It will
require 4 visits at dusk between April and the end of June.

Breeding Bird Survey (BBS) and Waterways Breeding Bird Survey (WBBS)
Which brings me �inally onto the BBS and its sister project the Waterways
Breeding Bird Survey (WBBS). If you already perform a BBS/WBBS survey
please remember that under the “My Details and Settings” it needs to be �lagged
correctly whether you need paper documents or not. And don’t forget as a
slowly growing army of you are already doing, you can sign up to survey your
square for butter�lies later in the summer.

mailto:mailto:greg.lambe1@gmail.com
mailto:mailto:greg.lambe1@gmail.com


If you think you would like to take part, below is a list of BBS squares looking
for owners but please be aware you do need the ability to recognise the more
common birds by sight and sound. It also involves two early morning spring
visits to an assigned 1-km square, where you count all the birds you see or
hear while walking two, in theory, 1-km lines across the square. To walk each
line takes about 45 minutes and the whole visit about 2 hours.

• ST7922, West of Shaftesbury
• ST8326, ST8528 and ST8529, these are in the Gillingham area
• ST8603, South west of Blandford St Mary
• ST9502, near Badbury Rings
• ST9718, SU0217, near to Sixpenny Handley
• SU0804, this is between Three Legged Cross and West Moors
• SU0814, between Cranborne and Fordingbridge
• SY3597, SY3896, located in the far west of the county around Wootton

Fitzpaine
• SY3994, which is betweenMorcombelake andWhitchurch Canonicorum
• SY4392, this can be found to the west of Bridport and east of Chideock
• SY7695, to the north of Puddletown
• SY8296, East of Milborne St Andrews
• SZ0085, which is mainly water going by the name of Newton Bay
• SZ1998, thisatBransgorebutSZ2098(nextdoorandinHampshire isowned

by the samepersonwho requires they are both surveyed at the same time)

If you are interested. more details can be found at:
https://www.bto.org/volunteer-surveys/bbs/taking-part

Waterways Breeding Bird Survey (WBBS) Vacant Squares.
Themethodology for theWaterways Breeding Bird Survey is the same as for the
BBS except that the route follows a waterway. There are two vacant sites:

• SY6094, amore accurate referencewouldbe6195, this is along the Frome
to the northwest of Frampton.

• SY9098, this follows the River Winterbourne starting near Mapperton.

Jack Winsper
BTO Dorset Regional Representative
Email JLWDorsetRR@outlook.com
And follow BTO Dorset on Twitter at @BTO Dorset
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The River Allen: a survey of wetland birds 1989-2007
George Green

THE RIVER ALLEN
The River Allen rises from springs from the chalk aquifer just upstream from
Monkton Up Wimborne, near Cranborne, and flows southwards through the
villages of Wimborne St Giles and Witchampton to join the River Stour at
Wimborne, a distance of approximately 13 miles. Since much of the flow is
derived from theunderground chalk aquifer, thewater has certain characteristics.
The most important of these is that it is alkaline, rich in nutrients and remains at
a fairly constant temperature of 10°C throughoutmost of the year. In addition the
flow regime of chalk-rivers is relatively benign with flows gradually increasing
during the autumn, remaining high for relatively long periods during the winter,
before slowly declining during the spring to attain lower flows during the
summer. By contrast those rivers largely fed by tributaries and surface water are
prone to sudden spates of flow occasionally resulting in severe flooding.

THE IMPACT OF HUMAN ACTIVITIES
Since at least medieval times, humans have exploited the bene�icial attributes
offered by chalk-rivers. Notable examples include the development of water-
meadows which involves the arti�icial �looding of �ields to encourage an early
growth of grass for grazing livestock, water-mills to provide hydraulic power,
cress-beds, �ish-farms, management of rivers for recreational �ishing and
groundwater abstraction for water supply.
These activities have heavily impacted and altered the natural character of

chalk-rivers and their �lood plains. In extreme cases river channels have been
altered from their natural course. River channels have also been dredged to
arti�icially control river �lows and water levels often as part of �lood alleviation
schemes. Other activities such as developing water-meadows and providing
water for water-mills, cress-beds and �ish farms have involved the construction
of arti�icial channels and ditches across the �lood plains. More recently the
exploitation of the groundwater aquifer for public water supply has sometimes
resulted in reduced river �lows. Overall man’s activities have increased the risk
to chalk-rivers of eutrophication and pollution.

THE SURVEY 1989-2007
As part of my work as a Freshwater Ecologist, I carried out biannual surveys of the
‘in-channel’ plants (river flora) along the River Allen fromWalford Mill, Wimborne
to the headwaters near Monkton Up Wimborne from 1989 to 2007. The survey
monitored the compositionof the river flora andparticularly the relative abundance
of water-crowfoot Ranunculus aquatilis, which is widely regarded as a good
indicator of the ‘health’ of the chalk-river. The results were used to establish

https://www.bto.org/volunteer-surveys/bbs/taking-part
mailto:mailto:JLWDorsetRR@outlook.com
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whetheranychanges in theriver floracouldbeattributed to therecentdevelopment
of groundwater abstraction. The conclusions are another story! However, as I had
permission to access all the private estates along the River Allen, it was a ‘once in a
lifetime’ opportunity to survey thewetland breeding birds alongmuch of the river.

SURVEY METHODS
Surveys were undertaken twice a year in May and July. For each 100m length of
river an assessmentwasmade of the river �lora. At the same time I recorded the
numbers of wetland breeding birds. The total number of 100m river lengths
surveyed was 200.

NUMBER PAIRS/TERRITORIES OF WETLAND BREEDING BIRDS 1989-2007

THE RESULTS - RIVER MEADOW SPECIES
Redshank & Snipe
In 1989 and 1990 the River Allen meadows supported a modest population of
Redshank (11 & 13 pairs) and a small population of Snipe (2 & 4 pairs). It is
likely the numbers of Snipe were under-estimated as surveys were undertaken
during the day rather than in the evening which is the best time to locate
displaying birds. However during the subsequent 5 years there was a rapid
decline in the breeding populations of both specieswith a total absence in 1996.

SPECIES 89 90 91 92 93 94 95 96 97 98 99 00 02 03 04 05 06 07

Mute Swan 9 7 6 9 5 8 6 8 3 8 8 6 4 6 8 8-9 7 7

Canada Go 1 2 0 0 0 1 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Gadwall 7 12 6 8 6 8 9 6 9 7 7 8-9 2 4 6 8-9 3 4-9

Shoveler 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 1 0 0

Pochard 0 0 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Tufted Duck 8 7 7 3 3 4 4 3 1 0 1+ 2 0 0 0 0 1 0

Little Grebe 13 18 11 9 6 13 6 6 5 5 13 6 6 2 1 2 1 2

Moorhen 38 74 77 71 63 71 74 52 39 44 71 91 77 79 72 76 74 70

Coot 18 25 8 14 4 19 16 10 9 13 5 9 1 2 1 0 1 0

Snipe 2 4 0 3 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Redshank 11 13 8 7 2-3 1 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0

King�isher 4 5 5 7 5 3 5 5 3 4 5 5 5 4-5 5 3 3 4

Grey Wagtail 9 11 5 5 7 11 11 8 1 2 2 4 3 2 4 3 5 6

Cetti's Warbler 0 0 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 0 3 2 1 1 0

Grasshopper W 0 0 0 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0

Sedge Warbler 83 72 78 95 78 78 102 122 84 89 100 107 109 82 91 80 87 73

Reed Warbler 23 31 35 20 39 41 50 44 68 77 80 87 77 87 82 62 72 86

Subsequently there was no evidence of either species breeding except for a
single pair of Redshank displaying in 2003.

Lapwing
At the start of the survey, the Lapwing was such a common breeding species that
no attempt was made to assess numbers. However by the end of the survey in
2007, the species had totally disappeared as a breeding bird in the rivermeadows.

THE RESULTS - RIVER SPECIES
Little Grebe, Coot & Tufted Duck
In 1989 and 1990 the River Allen supported good numbers of breeding Little
Grebe (13 & 18 pairs) and Coot (18 & 25 pairs). However the decline of both
species, particularly since 2000, has been catastrophic resulting in only 1-2
pairs of Little Grebe during 2003-2007 and 0-2 pairs of Coot during 2002-2007.
Although the presence of 7-8 pairs of Tufted Duck during 1989-1991 was

unexpected, breeding was con�irmed in both 1990 and 1991. Subsequently
numbers declined to 3-4 pairs during 1992-1996 with 1-2 pairs in only 4 years
during 1997-2007.

Moorhen, Mute Swan & Gadwall
Although the breeding numbers of all 3 species have varied from year to year, the
populations appear to be relatively stablewith no evidence of a long-termdecline.
The presence of reasonably good numbers of Gadwall is surprising since at the
time of the survey evidence of breeding elsewhere in Dorset was virtually
restricted to The Fleet and Weymouth area.

King�isher & Grey Wagtail
The breeding population of King�isher was relatively stable between 3-5 pairs
throughout the survey periodwith the exception of 7 pairs in 1992. By contrast
there is some evidence of a decline in the breeding population of Grey Wagtail
with numbers varying between 5-11 pairs during 1989-1996 compared to 1-6
pairs during 1997-2007.

THE RESULTS – RIVERSIDE SPECIES
Sedge & Reed Warblers and Reed Bunting
There was an obvious increase in the breeding population of Reed Warbler
during the survey period with numbers varying between 20-50 territories
during 1989-1996 rising to 68-87 territories during 1997-2007.
The results for the breeding population of Sedge Warbler suggest an initial

increase in the number of territories from 72-95 during 1989-1994 to a peak of
84-122 during 1995-2002 before declining to a pre-1995 level of 73-91 during
2003-2007.
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Although the breeding population of Reed Bunting varied between 14-36
territories during the survey period, there was no clear evidence of a long-term
increase or decline.

THE RESULTS – SCARCE SPECIES OF INTEREST
Pochard & Shoveler
Both species have always been uncommon breeding birds in the county. So the
presence of a pair of Pochard with young broods in 1991 and 1992 and a pair of
Shoveler three years in succession during 2003-2005 is noteworthy. There was
no evidence that the pair of Shoveler bred successfully.

Cetti’s & Grasshopper Warblers
The presence of singing Cetti’sWarblers in 6 years
during 1999-2007 suggests this species was close
to establishing itself as a regular breeder. The
opposite is true for Grasshopper Warbler with
singingmales only present in 3 years – 1992, 1994
and 2006.

CONCLUSIONS
The results of this 18 year survey show major
changes in the fortunes of some species regarded
as typical of the chalk-river and meadow habitat.

The main ‘losers’: Lapwing, Snipe and Redshank from the meadows and
Tufted Duck, Little Grebe, Coot and possibly Grey Wagtail from the river.
The main ‘winners’: Reed Warbler and possibly Cetti’s Warbler.
No overall change: Mute Swan, Gadwall, Moorhen, King�isher, Sedge Warbler
and Reed Bunting.

DISCUSSION
River Meadow Species
Thedecline andultimate loss ofRedshankandSnipe as breeding specieswas rapid
and occurred during the relatively short period of 7 years from1989 to 1995. The
decline and eventual loss of Lapwing as a breeding species tookmuch longer.
The loss of these classic river meadow species is not unique to the River Allen
and followed a trend repeated along many other chalk-rivers. The reasons for
the loss of these species is complex but almost certainly involves climate change
combined with changes in farming practices. With regard to the River Allen
those meadows favoured by breeding waders seemed to become drier as the
years passed. This was associated with more frequent periods of drought
resulting in lower river �lows and water levels.

River Species
There were also major declines in the breeding populations of Tufted Duck,
Little Grebe and Coot.
As a classic breeding bird of the smaller chalk-rivers, the Little Grebe favours

areas where water-crowfoot is dominant and often builds its nests on �loating
beds of this ‘river-weed’. Water-crowfoot is very sensitive to changes in river
�lows and can virtually disappear in drought years only to recover in abundance
in years of good river �low. During the survey there was an increase in the
incidence of drought years resulting in an overall decline of water-crowfoot.
Indeed the highest counts of territories always coincided with years with
abundant water-crowfoot growth.
Although Tufted Duck and Coot are not particularly dependent on the water-

crowfoot dominated habitat, it seems similar factors may have resulted in their
decline. Both species favour deeper waters which diminished with the increase
in drought years. However the loss of water-crowfoot may have been a factor
in the decline of the Grey Wagtail population since this species feeds on the
insects found on the �loating beds of this ‘river-weed’.
The remaining species were largely unaffected by changes in the flow regime.

Indeed low flows and water levels may have benefited marginal vegetation, such
as reed and sedge species, which provide good habitat for Moorhen, Sedge and
ReedWarblers and Reed Bunting - the breeding population of ReedWarbler was
the only species to have shown an increase during the survey period.

BITS & PIECES
Although the survey was limited to assessing the breeding populations of
wetland birds, other species of interest were seen during my treks along the
river. These included the following:
Barn Owl: Birds were seen hunting during the day on a surprising number of
occasions. These casual observations related to at least 4 probably 5 pairs. It is
very likely other pairs were overlooked.
Little Egret: It is no great surprise that this species was seen regularly during
the last few years of the survey.
Red Kite: There were a few sightings during the 2000s re�lecting the gradual
spread of this species into the county.
…and last but not least - Little Bittern! A close but frustratingly brief view of
a female Little Bittern �lushed from a wet ditch at Hinton Parva on 18th May
1990.

FINAL COMMENT
Despite the decline and loss of several important breeding birds particularly
during the past 30 years, chalk-rivers and their �lood-plains still remain an
important resource for a wide range of wildlife.
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Dorset Highlights: September to December 2019
Compiled by Robin Trundle
The majority of these records have been taken from the Dorset Bird Club
sightings page and inclusion here does not constitute acceptance by the
relevant rarity panel. http://dorsetbirds.blogspot.co.uk/
This is not an exhaustive list & if you notice any errors or omissions please send
them via email to admin@dorsetbirds.org.uk
If you were lucky enough to �ind a description species for the county please
submit details as soon as possible after the sighting to:
recorder@dorsetbirds.org.uk using one of the forms found on the website:
http://www.dorsetbirds.org.uk/dorset-bird-list/

SEPTEMBER
Greater Scaup female Longham Lakes 19th-30th.
RING-NECKED DUCK drake Radipole Lake RSPB 25th.
Eider 1 Lyme Regis.
Goosander 2 Shapwick 3rd and 1 Hengistbury Head 7th.
Grey Partridge 6 Maiden Castle 4th and 12 St. Aldhelm’s Head 8th.
Red-throated Diver 1 (summer plumage) Weymouth Bay 11th and 3 Mudeford
Quay 30th.
GREAT SHEARWATER 1 past Portland Bill 28th.
Balearic Shearwater good movements during the month, the highest counts -
142 past Portland Bill 26th and 52 past St. Aldhelm’s Head 27th.
Sooty Shearwater singles past PortlandBill 9th, 24th&28th. 1 past Bournemouth23rd.
Storm Petrel 1 past Charmouth and 2 past Chesil Cove 29th.
Cattle Egret reported at several sites, max 7 Abbotsbury Swannery 15th.
Great White Egret up to 6 mainly at Lodmoor RSPB.
PURPLE HERON 1 over Portland 18th.
Spoonbill recorded at several sites, mainly in the Poole Harbour area, highest
counts 36 Brownsea 17th, 42 Wareham Channel 20th & 50 Arne RSPB 27th.
WHITE STORK singles recorded up to 23rd, a coloured ringed bird was at
Sunnyside Farm for 6 days and an unringed bird was at Lyme Regis 17th-18th.
Osprey 1s & 2s recorded throughout, mainly in the Poole Harbour area with
occasional singles on The Fleet and in Christchurch Harbour.
Red Kite 1 over Moordown 15th.
HONEY BUZZARD 1 over Portland Bill 18th.
GOSHAWK female over Slepe Heath 13th.
COMMON CRANE singles Keysworth 17th and Lytchett Fields RSPB 28th.
BLACK-WINGED STILT 1 Lytchett Fields RSPB 12th.
Little Ringed Plover juvenile Lytchett Fields RSPB 12th-16th.
Ruff single at Lytchett Fields RSPB throughout, joined by another on 2 occasions.
BUFF-BREASTED SANDPIPER 1 Stanpit Marsh 29th.
Jack Snipe 1 Stanpit Marsh 28th.
LONG-BILLED DOWITCHER juvenile Lodmoor RSPB 12th-23rd.
Curlew Sandpiper 1s, 2s & 3s recorded at several sites.

Corn Bunting

Reminiscences of Birds from Dorset’s Past
Tim Hooker

I read, in New Scientist, recently that it is important for older generations to
record memories of relative abundance of wildlife, whether plants or animal
species, to reveal the true loss of our native �lora and fauna. For more recent
generations, this loss does not seem so shocking.
My familymoved to Tarrant Monkton at the end of 1944. Our thatched cottage

(bought at auction for £950) was in the centre of the village, looking across to
the church and The Langton Arms at front and with a garden back to the river
Tarrant. In those days the Tarrant �lowed through water meadows along much
of its length.
At the bottom of our garden, on the other side of the river, gravel had been

extracted during the First World War. It was frequently �looded in winter and
wet in summer.
I have vivid memories of lying awake at night, in summer, listening to the

ghostly sound of Snipe drumming, the calls of nesting Redshank and Lapwing,
Barn Owls hunted over the �ields round the church and along the water
meadows; Tawny Owls conversed from the roof with others in the churchyard
yews; Little Owls gave their distinctive, penetrating calls at night and could be
seen on fence posts and telegraph posts during the day.
In the early 1950’s, inmymid-teens, I became a keen birder and gardener. I put

up a nest box and hosted a Tree Sparrow in the �irst year. I grew runner beans
and the bean poles supported a Cirl Bunting bearing green caterpillars to feed
its young in a nest in a young pine tree that I had grown from seed. Cirl Buntings
could frequently be seen in the hedges along the road to Tarrant Hinton.

Swallowsnested in our garage – a thatched
lean-to with a wonky door that left access
even when shut – until my mother had the
door replaced. The next year the swallows
came through my bedroom window and
nested on the ledge over my bedroom door
and we had to spread newspaper between
the door and the window. Unfortunately
mother drew the line over a second brood
and kept the window shut.
I suppose it is a bit too much to add that

one could hear Turtle Doves all summer
(there were no Collared Doves!), there
were Corn Buntings everywhere,
Nightingales kept one awake at night until
stones were thrown to shut them up…
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Little Stint singles Ferrybridge, Lytchett FieldsRSPB, PooleHarbour&StanpitMarsh.
Wood Sandpiper singles Abbotsbury Swannery & Lytchett Fields RSPB.
Grey Phalarope 1 past Hengistbury Head 27th, 1 Chesil Cove & 2 Stanpit Marsh
29th and 1 Christchurch Harbour 30th.
Pomarine Skua 1 past St. Aldhelm’s Head 30th.
LONG-TAILED SKUA singles past Mudeford Quay 27th and Chesil Cove 29th.
CASPIAN GULL 1 Abbotsbury Swannery 22nd.
Little Gull singles Christchurch Harbour 12th, Lodmoor RSPB 16th & 30th and
Abbotsbury Swannery 29th.
SABINE’S GULL 1 Hengistbury Head 27th.
ROSEATE TERN 1 Hengistbury Head 27th.
Black Tern 1 Mudeford Quay 11th and 2 Abbotsbury Swannery 24th.
WHITE-WINGED BLACK TERN 1 Lodmoor RSPB, later Abbotsbury Swannery 1st.
Turtle Dove singles Reap Lane, Portland 14th and Portland 30th.
Short-eared Owl 1 Portland Bill 10th and 1West Cliffs, Portland 19th.
Nightjar singles Arne RSPB 7th & 15th and 4 ringed Durlston CP 14th.
Wryneck singles Charmouth, Durlston CP, Hengistbury Head, Lytchett Fields RSPB
&West Bexington. Also singles Portland Bill 5th-15th and Lodmoor RSPB 20th-23rd.
Woodlark 1 Arne RSPB 24th and 6Winspit 30th.
RICHARD’S PIPIT 1 heard over Portland Bill 26th.
BLUE-HEADED WAGTAIL 1 Abbotsbury Swannery 11th.
Dipper 1 Lyme Regis 5th.
Ring Ouzel 1 Durlston CP 19th.
GREAT REED WARBLER 1 Portland Bill 18th & 28th.
Lapland Bunting singles Portland Bill 10th-15th, Cogden Beach 13th-15th and
over Pymore 21st.
Ortolan Bunting singles Charmouth 3rd, Portland 8th, 13th& 14th and Hengistbury
Head 15th.

OCTOBER
PINK-FOOTED GOOSE 1West Bay 10th-12th.
Barnacle Goose 46 Portland Bill & 26 Rodden Hive 29th.
Black Brant 1 Ferrybridge 10th, 28th& 29thwith 2 12thand 1 Moon�leet 30th.
Garganey immature Longham Lakes 3rd-19th.

Buff-breasted Sandpiper, Stanpit Marsh - 29th September

Greater Scaup 1s & 2s Abbotsbury Swannery, Longham Lakes, Lodmoor RSPB,
Rodden Hive, also 1st winter-bird Chard Junction 21st- 23rd, 8 past Hengistbury
Head 30th and 3 Stanpit Marsh 31st.
RING-NECKED DUCK female Longham Lakes 15th- 30th.
Eider1LymeRegis16th&23rd and3pastHengistburyHead&1EWeymouthBay30th.
Long-tailed Duck 1 Mudeford Quay 25th and 1 juvenile Moon�leet 30th- 31st.
Velvet Scoter 4 past Portland Bill 29th, 7 past Hengistbury Head & Portland Bill
also 1E Weymouth Bay 30th and 2E Hengistbury Head 31st.
Goosander 3 StanpitMarsh 2nd, 2 past HengistburyHead 30th and 1Moonfleet 31st.
Quail 1Walls End 22nd.
Black-necked Grebe 2 Studland Bay 5th.
Red-necked Grebe 1 past Hengistbury Head 30th.
Balearic Shearwatermovements throughout,max 65PortlandBill 25th.
Sooty Shearwater 2 past Durlston CP & 1 St. Aldhelm’s Head 26th.
Bittern 1 Lodmoor RSPB 22nd & 29th.
Cattle Egret recorded at several sites, max 23 Abbotsbury Swannery 30th.
Great White Egret recorded in 1s, 2s & 3s at 11 sites with 5 Lodmoor RSPB 1st.
Spoonbillhighest counts in PooleHarbour - 56ArneRSPB16th&46Brownsea 17th.
Osprey up to 9 recorded in the Poole Harbour area, singles over Ferrybridge &
Lodmoor RSPB.
Red Kite 1 Tarrant Rushton AF 19th and 2 Cosmore 22nd.
GOSHAWK 1 over Wareham Channel 5th.
COMMON CRANE 2 over Dorset/Somerset border (Bradford Abbas) 10th and
5 over Coombe Heath 21st.
Ruff 1 Lodmoor RSPB 3rd.
Jack Snipe singles Abbotsbury Swannery 2nd, Lodmoor RSPB 13th and Portland
Bill 29th.
Woodcock 1Walls End 24th.
Curlew Sandpiper2Brownsea Lagoon and1 StanpitMarsh 11th.
Little Stint 2 Ferrybridge & 1 Brownsea Lagoon.
WHITE-RUMPED SANDPIPER 1 Lodmoor RSPB 13th-15th.
Grey Phalarope singles Abbotsbury 2nd, Lodmoor RSPB 3rd-10th, Herbury Gore 11th,
Brownsea 12th and Charmouth 28thwith 2 Lyme Regis 27th.
Pomarine Skua singles past Portland Bill andHengistburyHead
CASPIAN GULL 1 3rdw Portland Bill 31st.
Little Gull recorded at 6 sites, with 9W past Hengistbury Head 30th.
SABINE’S GULL juvenile Durlston CP 5th and 1 Christchurch Harbour 28th.
ROSEATE TERN 1 past Hengistbury Head 17th.
AMERICAN BLACK TERN 1 Longham Lakes 4th-27th (1st Dorset record).
Turtle Dove 2 Portland Bill 31st.
Short-eared Owl singles at 9 sites.
Hoopoe 1 Swanage 31st.
Wryneck 1 Ringstead 7th-9th and 1 Portland 14th-30th.
Woodlark 20 over West Bay 20th.
Water Pipit up to 7 Lytchett Fields and 1 Stanpit Marsh.
Tree Pipit 1 over Kings Barrow Quarry 24th.
RICHARD’S PIPIT 1 Portland Bill 9th and 1 Butterstreet Cove 13th.
Dipper 2 Lyme Regis 21st.
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Ring Ouzel 1s & 2s at several sites.
MELODIOUS WARBLER 1 Portland Bill 18th.
Yellow-browed Warblermainly singles at 12 sites, 12 on Portland 24th.
RED-BREASTED FLYCATCHER 2 Portland 14th and 1 on 15th.
TREESPARROW5St.Aldhelm’sHead6th, 1overCulverwell21st and1DurlstonCP28th.
SERIN 1 over St. Aldhelm’s Head 19th.
Haw�inch 1 over Lytchett Matravers 19th, 3 over Durlston CP 20th and 1 Holton
Heath 27th.
Lapland Bunting 1EWest Cliffs Portland 23rd and 1 Durlston CP 27th-28th.

NOVEMBER
WHOOPER SWAN 1 Lodmoor RSPB 17th & 1-2 Abbotsbury Swannery 18th-22nd.
White-fronted Goose singles West Bay 3rd and Swineham 15th-24th.
Barnacle Goose 1 at Portland Bill & 50 PortlandHarbour 2nd and 20-27 Rodden
Hive 17th-21st.
BLACK BRANT singles Ferrybridge, East Fleet, Rodden Hive & Poole Harbour.
Garganey 1 Lodmoor RSPB 20th & 29th.
Greater Scaup up to 5 Abbotsbury Swannery and up to 3 Longham Lakes. Also
birds at Lodmoor RSPB and Poole Harbour on a couple of days.
RING-NECKED DUCK female Longham Lakes 1st-11th then relocated to
Sturminster Marshall GP 16th- 30th.
Long-tailed Duck singles on The Fleet and in Poole Harbour.
Eider up to 3 at Mudeford Quay, up to 2 in Portland Harbour and a single at
Lyme Regis.
Velvet Scoter 1 & 2s at several sites.
Goosander recorded at ChristchurchHarbour, KnightonHeath Lake (max9on18th),
Ferrybridge, Portland Harbour and Silver Lake.
Grey Partridge a covey of 12 at Milborne St. Andrew 16th.
Quail 3 Milborne St. Andrew 28th.
Slavonian Grebe 1 Portland Harbour 18th, 19th& 24th, 1 Poole Harbour 23rd& 28th
and 4 on The Fleet & 2 Portland Harbour 28th.
Black-necked Grebe recorded PortlandHarbour (max 10 on 23rd), Poole Harbour
(max 12 on 15th) & Studland Bay (max 8 on 19th-28th).
Red-necked Grebe 1E past Hengistbury Head 6th.
LEACH’S PETREL 4 past Ferrybridge, 1 off Bincleaves & 1 past Castle Cove 2nd.
Bittern 2 Lodmoor RSPB 5thwith 1 18th and 1 Christchurch Harbour 27th.
Cattle Egret recorded mainly at Abbotsbury Swannery (max 22 on 7th) &
Portesham (max 22 on 30th).
Great White Egret recorded at 6 sites - Abbotsbury Swannery (max 2), The
Fleet, Longham Lakes (max 3), Holton Pools, Middlebere & Poole Harbour.
Spoonbill 5 Middlebere 7th increasing to 22 Poole Harbour 28th.
Hen Harrier singles Christchurch Harbour, Hengistbury Head, Lulworth Cove,
Morden Bog, Poole Harbour,White Nothe and Pentridge, with 2 Poole Harbour 1st.
Red Kite recorded at 7 sites, max 4 near Compton Abbas 14th and 6 Iwerne
Minster 15th.
GOSHAWK 1Wyke Regis 17th.
Great Bustard 1 over Studland 1st, 1 over Brownsea 6th and 2Hengistbury Head
15th, all considered to be from the Porton Reintroduction Project.

STONE CURLEW 1 over Hengistbury Head 9th.
Sanderling 1 Lytchett Bay 15th, the 1stwinter record for the site.
Purple Sandpipermainly recorded at LymeRegis & Portland Bill, max 12 Lyme
Regis 23rdand 15 Portland Bill 13th.
Jack Snipe singles Abbotsbury Swannery 8th, StanpitMarsh 15th and Swineham19th.
Woodcock 2 Moreton & 1 Ringstead 1st, 4 Milborne St. Andrew 16th and 1 near
Bridport & 1 Sturminster Marshall GP 28th.
Common Sandpiper 1West Knighton Lakes 23rd.
Wood Sandpiper 1 Swineham 2nd-7th November.
Grey Phalarope 1 past Charmouth, 1 Lyme Regis and 3 past West Bay 2nd.
Pomarine Skua 2 past Chesil Cove & 1 past Ferrybridge 2nd and 1 past Portland
Bill 7th.
Arctic Skua 1 through Abbotsbury Swannery 2nd.
Mediterranean Gull 1000+ Ferrybridge 29th.
CASPIAN GULL 1stwinter singles recorded at 5 sites.
Little Gull 1s & 2s Christchurch Harbour, Durlston CP, Lyme Regis & West Bay
with 6 past West Bay 2nd.
Long-eared Owl singles Portland Bill 4th and Swineham 13th.
Short-eared Owl 2Milborne St. Andrew 7th&8thwith 1 9th, and singles at Lytchett
Bay & Reap Lane, Portland 1st, Poole Harbour 10th, Slepe Heath 24th and 1 West
Lulworth 26th.
Hoopoe 1 Swanage 17th – a late date.
Wryneck 1 Portland Bill 8th & 11th – a late date.
RICHARD’S PIPIT 1 Portland Bill 4th & 5th.
Water Pipit recorded at Abbotsbury Swannery, Hengistbury Head, Lytchett
Fields RSPB (max 8 on 10th) & Stanpit Marsh.
Yellow Wagtail 1 Coward’s Marsh 4th.
Whinchat 2 St. Aldhelm’s Head 18th – a late date.
Ring Ouzel singles Durlston CP, Hengistbury Head, Lodmoor RSPB, Portland &
Throop.
EASTERN LESSER WHITETHROAT 1 Pennsylvania Castle, Portland 10th-24th.
Siberian Chiffchaff singles at Abbotsbury Swannery, Durlston CP, Radipole Lake
RSPB & Sandsfoot Castle.
Yellow-browed Warbler singles at 6 sites.
PALLAS’S WARBLER 2 Portland 1stwith singles 3rd & 20th.
Great Grey Shrike 1 Sugar Hill/Morden Bog 17th-30th.
SERIN 1 Portland Bill 5th.
LITTLE BUNTING 1 Southwell 6th-11th and 1 ringed East Fleet 28th.
Snow Bunting 1 Hengistbury Head 6th.

DECEMBER
WHOOPER SWAN 1 Abbotsbury Swannery 12th.
Barnacle Goose recorded at Rodden Hive 1st-15thmax 25.
BLACK BRANT singles Arne RSPB, East Fleet, Lynch Cove & Poole Harbour.
Garganey 1 Lodmoor RSPB throughout.
Greater Scaup 4 Longham Lakes, 3 Abbotsbury Swannery, 1 Lodmoor RSPB.
RING-NECKED DUCK female Sturminster Marshall GP throughout.
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Long-tailed Duck recorded at various sites along The Fleet, Christchurch
Harbour, Ferrybridge & Poole Harbour, highest count 6 East Fleet.
Eider recorded at Lyme Regis & Portland Harbour (max 3) throughout.
Velvet Scoter 1 on The Fleet throughout and 2 Poole Harbour 2nd.
Goosander 1 Portland Harbour 2nd, 2 Stanpit Marsh 4th, 1 Poole Harbour 16th,
2 Spetisbury 22nd and 1 Mudeford Quay 29th.
Quail recorded at Milborne St. Andrew with 4 3rd and singles 5th & 15th.
Slavonian Grebe 1-4 recorded at several sites.
Black-necked Grebe mainly recorded Poole Harbour/Studland & Portland
Harbour areas in good numbers, highest counts 27 Poole Harbour/Studland
and 7 Portland Harbour both 16th.
Red-necked Grebe 1 Abbotsbury Swannery 27th & 28th.
Cattle Egret recorded at 8 sites, highest count 26 Portesham 30th.
Great White Egret recorded at 9 sites, usually singles but up to 3 Longham Lakes.
Spoonbill recorded mainly in the Arne RSPB area, max 23 on 29th.
Hen Harrier singles, mainly ringtails, recorded at 8 sites, also male Lytchett
Bay area 22nd.
Red Kite 1-2 over Chaldon Down 2nd.
GOSHAWK 1 Milborne St. Andrew 5th.
Great Bustard 1 West Bexington 3rd-5th was considered to be a released bird
from the Porton Reintroduction Project.
Avocet 1 Lodmoor RSPB during the month.
Purple Sandpiper recorded at Highcliffe, Lyme Regis, Portland Bill & Portland
Harbour, highest count 21 Highcliffe 27th.
Jack Snipe 1 Durdle Door 12th.
Woodcock. 4 Milborne St. Andrew 5th and singles Affpuddle & Moreton 27th.
Common Sandpiper 1 Silver Lake 14th.
Sandwich Tern 1 Baiter 14th.
BLACK GUILLEMOT 1 Portland Harbour throughout.
Short-eared Owl 1 Milborne St. Andrew 5th.
Woodlark 1 Cogden Beach 27th.
Swallow late records of singles Portland 3rd, Knowle Beach 6th, Arne RSPB 7th
and Southbourne Cliffs 8th
Water Pipit singles recorded at 6 sites.

Dipper 1 Maiden Newton 27th.
EASTERN LESSER
WHITETHROAT 1Wakenham,
Portland 7th-25th.
Siberian Chiffchaff
1s & 2s at 6 sites.
Yellow-browed Warbler
1-4 birds recorded at 16 sites.
Great Grey Shrike recorded
Morden Bog &Wareham Forest.

Yellow-browedWarbler,
Lytchett Bay - 4th December
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