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From the Editor - Marcus Lawson
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Work is progressing well on the 2014 Dorset Bird Report and I’m hopeful for
publication by the end of September. I have already received some of the
species accounts back from the writers thus the editing process is underway.
However, we are still well behind where I would like to be with regards the
Dorset Records Panel and over the next few weeks we’ll do all we can to catch
up and hopefully start making decisions on some of the more recent records.
Please bear in mind though that the panel is made up of volunteers giving up
their spare time for what is often a thankless task.
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I asked the Secretary of the British Birds Rarities Committee (BBRC) for some
guidance on what makes a good description and he very kindly send me three
examples which I have included later. This is what he said helps make a good
description; “It is a combination of a bit of background, without telling us what
you watched on telly the night before, followed by all the relevant details in a
logical order. It should cover plumage, structure, call, bare parts and if relevant,
jizz. It should amplify reasons for age/sex if that has been given. It’s surprising
how often descriptions, which if you were being harsh, you would ask ‘yes, but
was it the size of a Robin or a Gannet’ as nothing has been given!
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The later is very important as I have seen descriptions which just use the
adjective “big” without stating what it was big in relation to. Using terms such as
“it gave the classic call” are also of no use without actually attempting to
transcribe the call. On the subject of calls the BBRC guidance is such; “…the
call has to be heard at least three times and that the bird has to be seen to have
been of the correct size, shape and preferably genus”.
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I do fully understand that some people find the prospect of submitting a
description quite daunting but this shouldn’t be the case. The vast majority of
rare or scarce birds are photographed nowadays and the Photo Description
Form on the DBC website is a straightforward enough form to complete. It is
important to include any details of the call or song on this form as well as any
other features noted which are not apparent from the photos. This will not only
help in the decision making process at the time but will also help in the future if
any reviews of previous records is carried out.
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If you require any help with regard to completing any of the description forms
please email me on recorder@dorsetbirds.org.uk and I will be more than happy
to help.
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This is the first of the sample descriptions in its entirety:
“On 30th April, just north of the house, a male Wheatear doing a really decent
imitation of a Citrine Wagtail call had me going for a moment, and I did wonder
whether that bird had heard a Citrine recently – but I could find nothing on the
various wet pools; there were three White Wagtails on Donnie’s.
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On 1 May, **** appeared at lunchtime, on his way to meet someone at the
airport; since I was busy at work he went to look around the garden. A few
minutes later he rang to say he’d heard what he assumed was a Yellow Wagtail
somewhere near the house, then seen a wagtail drop into Donnie’s pond.
Thinking back to yesterday’s Wheatear episode, I was immediately curious and
was down the garden to join him very quickly. He couldn’t see the wagtail at that
point, but as we made a cautious approach I got the first view of the bird, along
the edge of the closest bit of water: it was a female Citrine Wagtail!

!
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Watched on and off until 6.00 or later, not seen the following day.
Calls were classic Citrine, a buzzing “dzzeeuuup”
Structure: relatively short tail; hefty (long, dagger-shaped, all-black) bill.
Crown distinctly browner than mantle, with diffuse lateral crown-stripe.
Complete ear-covert surround, just like a juvenile, and also just like a juvenile
were the pale lores, a diffuse pale bridge above the bill and ‘hollow’ ear coverts.
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There was one diffuse blotch at the base of the malar area, but otherwise the
underparts were clean. Yellow strongest on face and throat/breast; the whole of
the underparts were yellow, palest on the flanks, but the vent and the undertail
coverts were noticeably brighter than the flanks and rear belly.
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Grey mantle and scapulars, wingbars with broad white tips and thin white edges,
tertials with a broad white fringe; replaced feathers being blackish.
In terms of age, there were c. 3 unmoulted outer greater coverts; these looked
much older than the rest, being very worn brownish, with chipped buffish edges
– they looked like juvenile feathers. Also, the remiges, visible below the base of
the longest tertial, were distinctly brownish as well, and these are surely juvenile
feathers.
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In addition, there appeared to be two ages of adult-type tertial – all three
feathers were basically blackish, with clean white fringes. However, the smallest
and middle feathers had the white edge noticeably chipped, with small
castellations, while the longest feather on both sides had a completely smooth,
unworn white edge.”

!
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I have left some of the background details off the next description as they aren’t
really relevant:
“En route to Quendale, we pulled in at the usual site to check Hillwell. I turned
the car round so I was closer to the loch and started by scanning quickly across
the flock of 20–30 gulls (mostly Black-headed and Common Gulls) that were
loafing in the field between the road and the loch.
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The fourth bird from the left-hand end immediately grabbed my attention;
facing away, it was taller and bigger, with a black crown, and through my bins I
caught a glimpse of a red bill. That prompted a desperate scramble for ‘scope
and bean bag, which duly revealed: a CASPIAN TERN!
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Size and structure. Obviously bigger than Common Gull, and closer to Herring
Gull in size and structure – probably 10–15% smaller than Herring Gull in
overall bulk. Flat-topped, powerful head, relatively short legs and short tail with
little fork. Massive bill, long but also deep; dagger-shaped.
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Underparts white; upperparts pale, pearly grey. Crown well-defined, solidly
black. Primaries slightly darker – the two outermost paler grey than the darker
grey inner ones.

!
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Bill bright red; a large diffuse blackish subterminal smudge and the extreme tip
yellow.
In flight, wings and tail looked remarkably uniform; there was some ill-defined
and irregular darker feathering in the outer primaries, but it wasn’t easy to see
well. Pale grey underwings, with extensive blackish on underwing primaries.

!
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This is the last description and again I’ve taken out a bit of superfluous
background information:
With one net open I went down to open the other two, and heard a distinctive
call coming from behind the rose bushes along the western dyke. A moment
after hearing it, a low-flying Swallow appeared and I assumed it must have been
the Swallow – another moment later, something with a yellow rump and
wingbars flitted ahead of me, into the main bank of trees, calling: an emphatic,
rather full and metallic “tchick” call. It was an American wood warbler!
Ooooeerr!!
Having always hoped to find an American wood warbler in Shetland, I imagined
that the reality of such an event would be a heady cocktail of elation and terror –
‘it’s a great bird but what the hell is it?’ In fact, on this grey September morning,
I knew pretty much straightaway what this one was. The rounded yellow rump
patch, the wingbars and tertial edges and a thin slit of yellow in the crown they
all added up to Yellow-rumped Warbler!
The bird showed quite nicely and easily in the trees around the main mistnet
ride, flicking from side to side above the furled net. Having seen it pretty well
and with the features in my head I went back into the house to double-check.
Sure enough, Sibley and the Warbler Guide agreed: it was a Yellow-rumped
Warbler. I phoned/texted my fellow local birders: xxx was quite close so would
soon be on his way. I went back to the bird, which was happily settled in the
same area, though sometimes moving into the trees in the old kale yard. When
xxx arrived, I left him to it and went to close the net along the drive. I’d caught a
juv Swallow, so that took me a couple of minutes to extract and ring it, and then
I rejoined xxx and xxx.
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They’d both had good views of the bird, both concurred with the ID and xxx had
retrieved his sound-recording gear from the car. He set his microphone
running while we waited for more views. It was still too dark for photos – the
light was hopelessly poor (3200 iso, 2/3 under and 1/100 poor). We watched
the warbler on and off for another five minutes. Then, it made a flycatching
sally into the air but instead of returning to the garden headed off across the
field, and we lost it above the boulders on the beach. And, sadly, that was the
last we saw of it! Even at that early stage it looked as though it had gone, and a
morning of searching produced no joy, either in the garden, or in any of the
other nearby gardens.
** It wasn’t seen at all for the rest of the day, but what was surely the same bird
(it looked identical) was found by xxx the next morning (30th September) at
Grutness, about 1.5 km as the crow flies from our garden. The bird remained at
Grutness for two days and was probably eaten by a cat late on 1st October.
I enclose:
Photos of the bird from Grutness.
•
Sound-recording made by xxx (NB there are several single calls at the
•
start, then a longer period where you can also hear Swallows and Pink-footed
Geese).
Notes made by xx (the finder):
•
A biggish warbler, Garden Warbler sized or thereabouts; reasonably sleek,
long-winged and well-proportioned – tail neither short nor long.
Dull grey-brown upperparts streaked blackish, with bluer edges to the blackish
tail seen on at least one occasion in a rare shaft of better light. Rounded yellow
rump stood out like a sore thumb, as did the bold whitish tail spots – probably
covering the three outermost tail feathers, and decreasing in size inwards – see
sketch. Two well-marked whitish wingbars, and whitish fringes to the tertials.
Dull, grubby off-white underparts, with soft blackish streaks at the sides of the
breast and along the flanks [and, narrowly, across the top of the breast, below a
whitish throat]. The “yellow” at the wing-bend was almost absent, you had to
look really hard to see it, and it was more of a mustard-buff than yellow, barely
contrasting with the underparts. Head with whitish eye crescents – striking,
and clearly separate upper/lower – and a narrow and relatively indistinct
buffish supercilium .Narrow slit of yellow in the crown. Bill & legs, blackish.
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I hope these descriptions provide a better understanding of what is required
and let’s hope you have chance to put pen to paper soon!
Around a third of the membership now receive this newsletter via email as a
pdf file. This saves the club money on printing costs & postage and you
benefit by receiving it sooner than by post. The photo quality is far superior
and are all in colour plus you are able to click on the links rather than type
them in manually. If you would like to receive a pdf copy of the newsletter then
let me know by email admin@dorsetbirds.org.uk Please also specify if you
would like to receive it as a 3mb file (higher resolution) or 1mb file (still ok but
photos not as sharp).

4

!

BOURNEMOUTH PEREGRINES
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Thanks to the hard work by Jason Fathers of http://www.wildlifewindows.co.uk it
was a delight to be able to watch the successful fledging of three Peregrine
chicks from the Lansdowne Tower in Bournemouth. Well done to all involved!
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Here is the link to the live webcam: http://www.bournemouthperegrines.org.uk although there isn’t much happening anymore!

!

Dates for your Diary
!
HEN HARRIER DAY
!

For the third consecutive year Arne RSPB is hosting Hen Harrier Day South
and this year promises to be even bigger and better than before! The special
Guest Speaker is Iolo Williams, of Springwatch fame, and there are many
exciting raffle prizes such as a signed copy of Chris Packham’s autobiography
“Fingers In The Sparkle Jar”. Events start from 11am on Sunday 7th August.

CONFERENCE

!
!

!

The Dorset Bird Club and BTO are hosting this whole day event at
Bournemouth University’s Talbot Campus (BH12 5BB) on Saturday 26th
November.

!
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The theme for the talks is The Changing Methods of Bird Monitoring.
Full details are yet to be finalised but speakers already booked include:
Mark Avery, Mark Thomas (RSPB), BTO speakers x2, Footprint Ecology, Roger
Peart, Sarah Levett (BioTrack), Peter Hadrill & Joe Stockwell.

!
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Price: £20 which includes lunch. Booking details to be announced shortly so
please keep this date free in your diary!

INDOOR TALK

!

Spurn Bird Observatory - Its Work & its Birds
Rob Adams, Paul Collins & Nick Whitehouse.
7pm Friday 20th Jan 2017
BNSS, 39 Christchurch Rd, Bournemouth, Dorset BH1 3NS.
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DORSET HIGHLIGHTSNOVEMBER TO FEBRUARY INCLUSIVE

The majority of the following records have been taken from the Dorset Bird Club
sightings page http://dorsetbirds.blogspot.co.uk/ and inclusion here does not
constitute acceptance by the relevant rarity panel. This is not an exhaustive list &
if you notice any errors or omissions please email admin@dorsetbirds.org.uk

!

WILDFOWL

Barnacle Goose 3 past Durlston CP on 4th March.
Pale-bellied Brent Goose 4 at Ferrybridge on 13th March and 19 in Portland
Harbour on 2nd May.
Mandarin 8 in Merley Park on 27th April.
Garganey 8 past Chesil & 6 past Portland Bill on 21st March, 3 Coward’s Marsh
on 23rd March, one remaining to 12th April with two there the following day. 2
Abbotsbury Swannery on 8th May, with one present until 24th May, 1 at Radipole
on 9th May. 1 at Lodmoor on 13th May.
Scaup 5 at Abbotsbury Swannery from 1st March with a lone female lingering
until 28th April.
Eider 1 Hengistbury Head on 28th April.
Long-tailed Duck 2 at Abbotsbury Swannery from 1st March until 27th March.
Common Scoter 409 past Chesil on 11th April with 2 in Abbotsbury Swannery
the same day.
Velvet Scoter 2 past Burton Bradstock & 1 past Chesil Cove on 11th April.
Red-breasted Merganser 4 past Hengistbury Head on 1st May and one off
Mudeford Quay on 27th May.
Goosander 2 at West Knighton on 21st March.
Red-throated Diver 5 past Chesil Cove on 23rd March was the best count of the
period.
Black-throated Diver 1 Portland Harbour from 1st March until 10th May with a
breeding plumaged bird off Lodmoor on 2nd May. 1 past Portland on 20th June.
Great Northern Diver 5 in Portland Harbour was the highest count there during
the period under review, 5 were off Baiter on 11th March. 7 flew past Portland Bill
on 3rd May.
Red-necked Grebe 1 in Portland Harbour on 5th March, 1 breeding-plumaged
bird off West Bexington on 6th May and presumably the same bird off Chesil
Cove on 8th & 9th.
Slavonian Grebe 4 in Portland Harbour on 3rd March, singles at Abbotsbury
Swannery & off Mudeford Quay on 4th March, Lyme Bay on 7th March. 1 off
Lodmoor on 28th March. 2 at West Bexington on 2nd April.
Black-necked Grebe 12 in Portland Harbour on 3rd March was the best count of
the period, the only reports from the Poole Harbour area was of 1 off Studland
Bay on 14th March & 2 in Shell Bay on 30th March. 1 was at Longham Lakes from
11th-17th May.

!
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GALLIFORMES to HERONS

Manx Shearwater numbers started to build with 66 off Portland Bill on
28th March, 192 on 4th April then peaking at c5000 on 28th April. In June,
100 flew past Portland Bill on 16th with 200 on 17th and hundreds
passing per hour on 28th. 130 in Weymouth Bay on 28th April was
unusual.
Balearic Shearwater singles past Chesil Cove on 29th April & Portland
Bill on 23rd May.
Storm Petrel 4 were trapped and ringed overnight at Portland Bill on the
night of the 27th June. 1 was off Mudeford Quay on 29th June.
Bittern 1 at Lodmoor on 4th March, 5 in the Lorton valley on 21st March
whilst there was a booming bird present at Radipole in late March where
1 was also seen on 11th June. Another bird was heard at Lodmoor in
mid-May.
Cattle Egret singles at Lodmoor on 6th May & 27th June.
Great White Egret 2 from North Hide at Radipole on 16th May, also 1
Brand’s Bay on 16th May with possibly the same bird over Lytchett Fields
the next day. 1 commuted between Lodmoor & Radipole on 15th June
with another at Stanpit on 16th. 1 was present at Lodmoor again on the
20th June.
Glossy Ibis 1 at Charmouth on 25th April and 1 at Lytchett Fields from
11th-13th May.
Spoonbill a peak of 6 were present at Middlebere in March, 2 were at
Lodmoor on 8th March with 3 there on 12th rising to 4 on 19th when 1 was
at Radipole. In April 3 were at Stanpit on 4th & 7 were on Brownsea on
16th whilst 1 was at Rodden Hive on 17th and then Abbotsbury from 19th
to 27th. May records were of single birds past Hengistbury Head on 20th
& at Stanpit on 29th.
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RAPTORS TO COOT

Honey Buzzard singles over Holton Lee on 6th May, Durlston CP on 14th May,
Portland Bill on 27th May and Hurn Airport on 29th May,
Black Kite singles over Durlston CP and Bere Regis on 14th May.
Red Kite many records of wandering birds throughout March and April but the
highest total was on 6th May when at least 13 birds were seen across 7 sites.
Hen Harrier ringtails at Middlebere/Arne Moors area & Wyke Down in March &
April. 1 (grey male) at Swineham on 27th April and 1 at West Bexington on 5th
May.
Pallid Harrier 1 probable over Hengistbury Head on 6th May.
Buzzard a count of 43 near Winterbourne Abbas on 19th April was exceptional.
Osprey first of the year was over Bryanston on 23rd March then 1 at Arne on 24th
& 25th March. In April & May migrants were seen at Wyke Regis, Abbotsbury,
Portland Bill, Lodmoor, Foxholes (Poole), Christchurch Harbour, Okeford
Fitzpaine, Pisden Pen, Portland Harbour. A lone bird appears to be summering in
the Wareham Channel area.
Red-footed Falcon an adult female, perhaps the same bird as last spring, was
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at Morden Bog from 4th-8th May. One flew over Verwood on 14th May.
Merlin there were regular March sightings around the Arne peninsula. Singles
at Tincleton on 8th March, Tarrant Rushton Airfield on 19th March, Mudeford
Quay on 28th March, Blacknor on 29th March, Christchurch Harbour on 2nd April,
Rodden Hive on 23rd April and lastly Mudeford Quay on 2nd May.
Hobby the first birds reported for the year were 3 at Morden Bog on 2nd April.
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WADERS

Black-winged Stilt 2 briefly at Stanpit on 6th May. 1 at Lodmoor on 10th May
subsequently at Lytchett Fields from 11th-14th May.

!
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Black-winged Stilt
at Lodmoor
- Brett Spencer

!!

!!
!!
!!
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Little Ringed Plover 1 at West Bexington & 2 at Lytchett Fields on 21st March.
2 at Bestwall, 1 at Lytchett Fields and 1 over Portland West Cliffs on 25th March.
Singles at Stanpit & Lodmoor on 31st March with 2 in Christchurch Harbour on
6th April then 2 at Portland Bill on 15th April. 1 was at Stanpit Marsh on 24th
June.
Ringed Plover On 11th May 50 flew over Stanpit and 31 were at Lytchett Fields,
which was a single flock site record.
Kentish Plover singles in May at Ferrybridge on 1st, Hengistbury Head on 6th &
Stanpit Marsh on 8th.
Golden Plover peak counts were 180 at Eggardon Hill on 2nd March, 430 at
Maiden Castle on 9th March, 400 at Swyre on 20th March. 2 were at Stanpit on
8th June.
Grey Plover 81 past St Aldhelm’s Head on 9th May was a good spring count.
Knot 14 past St Aldhelm’s Head on 9th May was the only double figure count
during the period under review.
Sanderling 44 past St Aldhelm’s Head on 9th May, 40 at Lodmoor on 11th May
and 45 on Hengistbury Head on 23rd May were the best spring counts.
Temminck’s Stint 1 at Ferrybridge on 5th May.
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Curlew Sandpiper 1 over Hengistbury Head on 5th May and 1 at Ferrybridge on
5th & 6th of June.
Purple Sandpiper peak counts for the period were 23 at Hengistbury Head, 2 at
North Haven, 3 at Portland Bill & 13 at Lyme Regis where 8 were still present on
20th May.
Ruff singles at Lytchett Fields on 5th-6th & 12th May and from 27th-29th June.
Jack Snipe 1 was at Winterborne Steepleton cress beds on 19th March and 2
were on Priory Marsh on 1st April.
Bar-tailed Godwit 219 past Chesil Cove on 21st April and 97 past St Aldhelm’s
Head on 9th May were the best counts of the spring.
Whimbrel first of the spring were on 11th April with 4 in Christchurch Harbour
and 1 past Chesil Cove. 210 flew past Chesil Cove on 21st April and 61 were in
Lytchett Bay on 29th April.
Common Sandpiper 19th April was the most productive day of the spring with 6
at Stanpit, 5 at Lodmoor, 3+ at Longham Lakes and 1 in Holes Bay. The first
returning birds were at Stanpit on 22nd June and West Weare on 23rd June.
Green Sandpiper March records included 3 at Lytchett Fields & 2 at Lodmoor
then 1 at Longham Lakes on 2nd April. First returning bird was at Puddletown on
15th June with another at Radipole on 22nd.
Spotted Redshank peak Poole Harbour count was 7 on Brownsea Lagoon on
19th April, this site also hosted the first returning bird on 21st June.
Greenshank 22 at Lytchett Bay on 5th May was the highest count there since
1997. One was in Brand’s Bay on 26th June.
Wood Sandpiper singles at Lodmoor on 18th April, Lytchett Bay on 8th May and
over Christchurch Harbour on 13th May.
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SKUAS TO TERNS

Pomarine Skua totals of 24 past Chesil cove between 21st April & 18th May with
25 past Portland Bill between 29th April & 17th May. Further singles past Portland
Bill on 12th & 14th of June.
Arctic Skua peak days were 4th April with 10 past Portland Bill and then 2nd May
with 7 past Portland Bill, 5 past Chesil Cove & 2 past Mudeford Quay.
Long-tailed Skua singles past Chesil Cove on 18th May and Portland Bill on 25th
May.
Great Skua 11 past Portland Bill on both 25th April & 2nd May were the best
counts of the spring.
Little Gull 2 past Mudeford Quay on 26th March and 1 next day past Chesil
Cove. 3 past Chesil Cove on 10th April, 2 past Portland Bill on 14th April and one
at Swineham GPs on 2nd May.
Mediterranean Gull 162 were in Christchurch Harbour on 9th April.
Yellow-legged Gull 1 at Lodmoor on 4th April. Just 1 juv was successfully raised
on Brownsea Lagoon this year.
Iceland Gull 1 in Christchurch Harbour on 13th March, 1 past Durlston CP on
28th March, 2cy in Upton CP on 11th April, 1 Portland Bill on 19th April,
1 Southwell & Abbotsbury Swannery on 24th April and lastly 1 past Hengistbury
Head on 6th May.

!
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Little Tern 2 past Chesil Cove on 11th April were the first of the year. 38 pairs
nested on Chesil Beach.
Black Tern 8 past Portland Bill on 23rd April with 13 on the 5th May. 9 past
Hengistbury Head on 6th May when 7 flew past Chesil Cove with a further 10
past there on 9th May.
Common Tern 1 Mudeford Quay 28th March was the first of the year.
Roseate Tern singles off Mudeford Quay on 30th April, 3rd May, 4th-6th May (2),
13th May & 2nd June. Chesil Cove on 3rd & 7th May, Portland Bill on 6th May and
on Brownsea Lagoon from 22nd June.
Arctic Tern 2 past Chesil Cove on 10th April were the first of the year, peak
count was 10 past Hengistbury Head on 1st May.

!

AUKS TO WOODPECKERS

Black Guillemot 1 near Brownsea Island on 30th March.
Turtle Dove first of the year was at Southwell on 17th April with reports of just 6
further migrants thereafter. The BTO have just announced that the UK
population has declined by 93% since 1994.
Great Spotted Cuckoo 1 was found at Reap Lane, Portland, on 13th May and
remained in the general area until the 18th of June delighting hundreds of
observers. This represents only the 3rd county record.
Cuckoo first of the year was at Turnerspuddle on 11th April.
Short-eared Owl at least 1 was present throughout at Portland Bill with a peak
of 3 in March. Other records included 2 at Wyke Down on 13th April, 1 on Arne
Moors 2nd April, 1 at Durlston CP on 1st May, Hengistbury Head on 5th April & 6th
May and Lodmoor on 26th May.
Nightjar migrants were at West Bexington on 8th May, Longham Lakes on 11th
May and Portland Bill on 6th June.
Swift 1 on 31st March at Portland Bill was only the second site record in March.
The next report wasn’t until 13th April when 1 was at Hengistbury Head.
Bee-eater 1 at Eight Kings Quarry on 30th April, 2 over Weston on 10th May, 1 in
Weymouth on 14th May, 1 along the West Cliffs (Portland) on 18th June and at
least 1 heard over Portland Bill on 24th June. All were typically brief in their
appearance.
Hoopoe 1 in Swanage on 7th & 8th April. 1 at Verne Common on 11th April then
Suckthumb Quarry from 12th-17th with another bird at the Bill on the latter date.
1 was in a Little Cheney garden on 15th & 16th April. 1 flew over Lodmoor on
27th May.
Wryneck singles at Portland Bill on 3rd April, Radipole Lake on 24th April,
Portesham on 28th April and Durlston CP on 1st May.
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LARKS TO WHEATEARS

Short-toed Lark 1 at Portland Bill on 12th May.
Woodlark 2 were seen at several sites on Portland in early March & 4 flew over
Bicknor on 19th March when 1 also flew over Hengistbury Head.
Sand Martin the first of the year were 2 over Lodmoor on 16th March.
Swallow the first migrant of the year was at Portland Bill on 19th March.
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Hoopoe !
at Sucktumb Quarry !
- Mark Wright

House Martin 1 at Lodmoor on 14th March was the first report of the year.
Red-rumped Swallow singles in May over Portland West Cliffs on 4th & at
Lodmoor on 14th.
Tree Pipit 1 at Holton Lee on 4th April.
Meadow Pipit on 18th March 5500 flew over Stanpit Marsh with 4000+ over
Portland Bill.
Water Pipit singles at Dorchester Water Meadows & Lodmoor on 8th March,
high of 6 on Lytchett Fields in March with 2 lingering until 14th April, peak of 3 at
Stanpit on 1st April.
Yellow Wagtail 1 in Upton CP was the first of the year on 10th April. The only
double figure count was of 12 at Longham Lakes on 22nd April.
White Wagtail 1 along Barleycrates Lane on 14th March, 1 Portland Bill on 28th
March, 1 Durlston CP on 29th March, 3 Portland Bill on 31st March, 1 Suckthumb
Quarry on 1st April. 3 Lytchett Bay on 3rd May and 1 West Bexington on 4th May.
Nightingale only reports received were of 1 at Ringstead on 16th April with 2
there on 20th, 1 at Hengistbury Head on 19th April, 1 near Corfe Castle in late
April and 1 near Weymouth Rugby Club on 21st June.
Bluethroat a white-spotted male was on Portland 16th & 17th April.
Black Redstart peak arrival was 31st March when 7 were on Portland.
Redstart singles at Radipole Lake and Portland Bill on 3rd April were the first of
the year.

11

Whinchat Portland Bill recorded the first of the year on 12th April.
Stonechat a count of 20 at Hengistbury Head on 24th March undoubtedly
related to mostly continental birds.
Wheatear the first migrants of the year were 2 at Durlston CP on 11th March.
Large arrivals occurred on 22nd March with 60 at Portland Bill, 100 at
Hengistbury Head on 30th March and 100 on Portland the following day.

!

THRUSHES TO STARLINGS

Ring Ouzel Southwell hosted the first arrival of the year on 22nd March and the
3rd April was the best day of the spring with 5 at Portland Bill and 1 at
Hengistbury Head.
Grasshopper Warbler 1 was in a Radipole garden on 9th April then on the 13th
April 4 were at Hengistbury Head, 2 at Abbotsbury and 1 on Portland. The 19th
of April also saw a multiple arrival with 4 at Hengistbury Head, 3 at Lodmoor, 3
on Portland & singles at Radipole, Hedbury, Winspit & Durlston CP. The first
returning bird of the autumn was on the somewhat early date of 28th June at
Durlston CP.
Sedge Warbler Lodmoor recorded the first of the year on 5th April.
Reed Warbler Lodmoor also laid claim to the first of the year for this species on
3rd April.
Garden Warbler Stanpit hosted the first of the year on 12th April.
Lesser Whitethroat earliest record was at Portland Castle on 12th April and the
only decent count was of 15 at Durlston CP on 30th April.
Whitethroat first recorded at Portland Bill on 3rd April, largest count received
was of 35 at Durlston CP on 30th April.
Western Subalpine Warbler a first-summer male trapped and ringed at
Portland Bird Obs on 13th April was then relocated at the East Cliffs on 16th &
17th.
Greenish Warbler 1 trapped and ringed at Portland Bird Obs on 18th June.
Pallas’s Warbler the popular bird remained in Portesham until the 28th of April.
Yellow-browed Warbler 1 was at Okeford Fitzpaine on 16th April.
Western Bonelli’s Warbler 1 trapped and ringed at Portland Bird Obs on 11th
May.
Wood Warbler Portland recorded birds on 21st, 26th & 28th of April and 1 on 11th
May. 1 at Stanpit on 29th April with 3 at nearby Hengistbury Head on 2nd May.
Lastly, 1 was at Sherborne Sewage Works on 13th May.
Chiffchaff first decent arrival of the spring was on 22nd March when 30 were on
Portland with 150 there on 31st March.
Willow Warbler 1 at Portland Bill on 26th March was the first of the year with
peak passage day on 5th April when there were 150 around Christchurch
Harbour & 100+ on Portland.
Siberian Chiffchaff 1 was at Sherborne Sewage Works from early March until
9th April, 2 at Lodmoor on 23rd March and 1 at Lytchett Fields on 25th March.
Singles at Radipole Lake on 2nd April and South Haven on 13th April.
Goldcrest 40 were on Portland on 22nd March.
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Firecrest at least 8 were wintering at Sherborne Sewage Works in March. Peak
arrival was on 30th March with 8 at Portland Bill and 6 at Hengistbury Head.
Spotted Flycatcher 1 at Southwell on 22nd April was earliest record this year,
10 on Portland on 13th May was the only double figure count of the spring.
Pied Flycatcher 1 at Durlston CP on 8th April, peak passage was on 19th April
with 9 on Portland, 3 at Hengistbury Head, 2 at St Aldhelm’s Head, 1 at Winspit
& 1 at Durlston CP.

Woodchat Shrike at Martinstown
- Brett Spencer

Pied Flycatcher at Portland Castle !
- Brett Spencer

Golden Oriole singles at Corscombe on 15th May and Lodmoor on 5th June.
Red-backed Shrike a male at Radipole Lake on 5th June.
Great Grey Shrike 1 was at Oak Hill, Wareham Forest on 3rd & 4th March and
what may have been the same bird was at Morden Bog on 22nd & 25th March.
Woodchat Shrike a first-summer female was near Martinstown from 11th-14th
June.
Hooded Crow 1 at Portland Bill on 5th April.

!

SPARROWS TO BUNTINGS!

Brambling 5 at Cold Harbour on 9th March, 6 at Wytch Farm on 26th March, 6 in
an Alderholt garden on 27th March when 4 were also at Warmwell Caravan
Park. 1 at Stanbridge on 1st April.
Serin Portland recorded birds on 2nd April, 9th April, 12th April, 1st May, 13th May
& 28th May (2). Elsewhere 1 flew over Durlston CP on 3rd April and 1 was at
Seacombe on 12th June.
Hawfinch singles at Kingcombe from 8th-13th March and on Portland 15th & 16th
April.
Lapland Bunting 1 over Stanpit Marsh on 18th March.
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If you have any suggestions for articles for future inclusion in the newsletter
then please forward them to admin@dorsetbirds.org.uk for consideration.
These can range from a review of a book, your best days birding or a scientific
study.

!

The Daily Sightings blog http://dorsetbirds.blogspot.co.uk is updated by an ever
dwindling group of volunteers and we need at least two more people to help
maintain it. This involves collating information from around the county and
uploading it to the blog which takes roughly half an hour or so (sometimes
quicker on quiet days). Depending on the number of people on the rota you will
update the blog on 3 or 4 day shifts every 3 or 4 weeks so it isn’t really an
overly onerous task - please let me know if you can help.

!

Lastly, if you are lucky enough to photograph a rare or scarce bird in the county
then please consider forwarding a copy to dorsetbirdclub@hotmail.com for
inclusion on the blog.

!

We are also very grateful for any top quality photographs of commoner species
and if space and time allows these will also be added to the blog.

Intrasights

!

Established 1993

Binoculars, spotting scopes and small telescopes
Repaired & Serviced
--------------------------------------------------------

An extensive selection of quality re conditioned and ex
demonstration binoculars for sale. Makes include Bushnell and
Bausch & Lomb, from compacts to
top-of-the-range 10x42 Elites

---------------------------------------------------------

There is a two week turnaround on most jobs and all repairs have a
three month warranty
---------------------------------------------------------Proprietor: Harry Truman
Address: Intrasights, 2 The Waggon Shed, Flaxdrayton Farm,
South Petherton, Somerset, TA13 5LR
Website: www.intrasights.co.uk Telephone: (01460) 929291

!

email: intrasights@tiscali.co.uk
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2016
We offer a range of birdwatching experiences with small
friendly groups and expert local guides. Covering Dorset,
New Forest and the Hampshire Coast and short breaks at
birding hot spots in Britain and further afield.
Please visit our website at www.twoowlsbirding.co.uk
or contact Jackie Tel: 01202 620049
Email: twoowls.birding@btinternet.com

!

Bournemouth
Natural
Science Society

39 Christchurch Rd,
Bournemouth,
Dorset, BH1 3NS.
Tel: 01202 553525
Charity No: 219585

!!
!

!
!
!
!

BNSS Welcomes all to lectures, donations in
lieu of admission charge.
We have a wide programme of lectures/field
trips please see our website for full details.
http://www.bnss.org.uk
Charity no: 219585

16

CALLUNA BOOKS
Specialists in out-of-print
NATURAL HISTORY BOOKS
Books bought & sold
Log on to our website for a full stock list
or contact us for a copy of our
latest catalogue
T: 01929 552 560
E: enquiries@callunabooks.co.uk
W: www.callunabooks.co.uk
10% discount to DBC members

John Tennent, Dorset Bird Artist: we have
selection of unmounted prints - ask for details

Visitors welcome by appointment
Neil Gartshore, Moor Edge, 2 Bere Road
Wareham, BH20 4DD

