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TwO Owls Birding
2012-2013

We offer a range of birdwatching experiences with small 

friendly groups and expert local guides. Covering 

Dorset, New Forest and the Hampshire Coast and short 

breaks at birding hot spots in Britain and further afield.
Please visit our website at www.twoowlsbirding.co.uk

or contact Jackie Tel: 01202 620049 
Email:twoowls.birding@btinternet.com

Bournemouth 
Natural 
Science Society
39 Christchurch 
Road, 
Bournemouth, 
Dorset, BH1 3NS.
Tel:  01202 553525    
Charity no: 219585

BNSS Welcomes all to lectures, 
donations in l ieu of admission 
charge.

Of special interest to Dorset Bird 
Club members
Brian Pettit on Tuesday evening 23rd 
Oct. 'Water based Birds of the World'

Graham Giddens on Saturday 
afternoon 24th Nov. ' Misbehaving in 
the Dark' - bird behaviour at night -

Dr George Green on Tuesday 
evening Jan. 15th 2013

We have a wide programme of 
lectures/field trips please see our 
website for full details.
http://www.bnss.org.uk

Dippers (tick), Purple 
Sandpipers (tick) - but 
there’s another reason 

to visit Lyme Regis.

Dorset’s award-winning 
cheesemonger has a full selec-
tion of cheeses from the West 
Country and beyond, wines, 

accompaniments and the best 
ice cream in  town.

Open daily for all of the above 
- and bird gossip!

MILL LANE, LYME REGIS DT7 3PU

WWW.TOWNMILLCHEESE.CO.UK

01297 44 26 26

http://www.bnss.org.uk
http://www.bnss.org.uk
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Outdoor Field Visits  - Trevor Thorpe & Andy Humber

Saturday 14th July 2012   
Martin Down and Pentridge  (SU 058192) Category B 09.30 hrs – all 
day.  Meet in the Car Park at the end of Sillen Lane. For downland birds 
and butterflies,  possibly Turtle Dove and Dark Green Fritillaries.  
Leaders Trevor Thorpe and Andy Humber.

Saturday 18th August 2012    
Win Green and Tollard Royal  (ST 923205)  Category B 09.30 hrs – all 
day.  From the B3081 take the turning for the minor road to Ludwell.  For 
birds and butterflies of summer.  Leaders John and Sally Lucas

Sunday 23rd September 2012    
West Bexington (SY 525868) Category B 09.30 hrs – morning only.  
Meet in the National Trust Beach car park.  For early autumn migrants.  
Leaders Andy Humber and Trevor Thorpe.
Saturday 6th October, 2012
Keyhaven and Pennington Marsh (SY 306914)  Category A  09.30 – 
morning only.  Meet in the Car Park opposite The Gun Public House.  
For late migrants and wildfowl.  Leader Andy Humber

Sunday 18th November, 2012   
Wareham Water Meadows (SY 928874)  Category A  09.30 – morning 
only.  Meet in Bestwall Road.   For wintering Duck and possibly Harriers.  
Leader Andy Humber

Saturday 15th December, 2012  
Shell Bay (SZ 035863)  Category A   09.30 – morning only.  Meet in the 
Car Park on the Shell Bay side of the Sandbanks Chain Ferry.  For 
waders, wildfowl, Grebes and divers.  Leader Trevor Thorpe

Sunday 6th January, 2013  
Normandy Marsh, Lymington (SZ 333950)  Category B   09.30 – 12.30 
approx.  Please meet in the large Car Park near Lymington Sailing Club 
(parking fee applies).  For winter wetland birds.  

Follow  on meeting at Blackwater Arboretum (SU 268048)  Category A  
commences at 14.00.  Meet in the Car Park at Rhinefield Ornamental 
Drive.  For possible  Hawfinch.  Leaders Trevor Thorpe and Andy 
Humber

Saturday 16th February, 2013  
Blashford Lakes (SU 151082)  Category A   09.30 – morning only.  
Please meet in the Car Park adjacent to the Tern Hide off Ellingham 
Drove, 2 miles north of  Ringwood.  For winter wild fowl and possibly 
Bitterne.  Leader Trevor Thorpe
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From the Editor - Nick Hull

I recently received the following article, which a friend saw  in one of  the daily 
newspapers, and it reminded me that we do not take enough notice of  our 
‘common birds’. With professional ornithologists still learning about one of  our 
most iconic and well known species, it just shows we do not know  anywhere 
near enough about our breeding birds

A Robin’s red breast is not just for show  - researchers believe the marking 
helps to tell other birds about its age and sex.

Ornithologists studying the feathers of the European Robin, Erithacus 
rubecula, discovered that the red breast varies in size and colour according to 
the age and sex of the bird.

The research, led by Dr. Roger Jovani from 
the Spanish National Research Council, 
follows in the footsteps of the ornithologist 
David Lack, who studied the behaviour of 
Robins in the 1940s.  Lack recorded that a 
violent hen Robin attacked a headless stuffed 
specimen, leading him to discover that it was 
the red breast which triggered the aggression.

The new  research, carried out north of 
Barcelona, found the size and redness of  the 
breast increased from the first to the second year in both males and females.

Old males showed consistently larger badges than old females after their 
second year. A Robin’s grey fringe, which highlights the perimeter of the 
breast, also increases with age.

Dr Jovani said more studies could reveal the role a Robin’s red breast plays in 
territorial contests and mating decisions.

We all know  and fear the decline of our farmland birds and the downturn in 
some of  our woodland and wader species.  Every year there seems to be 
another species that is added to the Red or Amber Lists.  I often find myself 
wondering how  I can help. Is being a member of various conservation 
charities, clubs and societies enough or contributing money to various appeals 
and signing online petitions really help?  
I take part in surveys as I feel that doing these is one of the best ways of 

Robin - Upton © Nick Hull



6

putting something back into the interest in which I take so much enjoyment. 
Though often in recent years these surveys only confirm another reduction in 
the many species we are trying to conserve.

Then there are that those big problems that you read about. One of  them the 
continued destruction of  thousands of  migrants which pass through Malta 
Cyprus and other Mediterranean countries on their way to their breeding 
grounds in Europe. I can’t help but think that no matter what we do, it could be 
that many of our breeding species are going the way of the Passenger Pigeon 
in North America. The Turtle Dove springs to mind with Cyprus allowing a 
quota of 11,000 birds which can be shot on spring migration. BirdLife Malta 
announced on the 4th May, that over 730 illegal hunting incidents were 
recorded by thier Spring Watch teams during the spring hunting derogation 
period between the 12th April and 30th April this year.

So from my point of  view, although I’m only a small cog in a very big wheel, I’ll 
keep signing those petitions and writing to the various MP’s and supporting 
the conservation bodies when I can. I hope that eventually the pressure in the 
political arena will pay off  in the end before we lose our visiting summer 
breeding species and I encourage you to do the same.

Chairman’s Chat - Neil Gartshore

Over the last few  years I haven’t felt able to commit myself  to local bird 
surveys due to work commitments but decided that this year it was time I 
did - so I signed up for two of the BTO’s ‘priority’ Nightingale squares in 
North Dorset. Despite the awful spring weather I managed to get out on 
two fine mornings to complete what I had to do but unfortunately I didn’t 
see or hear any of the target birds. Surveys are a good way of seeing parts 
of the county where you don’t normally think of  visiting and often you can 
find something of interest as well as making a positive contribution to 
Dorset’s birds. 

Another way of helping Dorset’s birds is to 
help finance a project. The Club has made 
a payment from our Conservation Fund to 
Durlston Country Park, through the Friends 
of Durlston, to assist with a farmland bird 
project in the park. More about this later 
and in the future we should receive updates 
on how  the project is going from Simon 
Breeze, the Conservation Ranger, who will 
be managing it. 

Nightingale-Martin Down © Nick Hull
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The Club is very ‘short staffed’ at the moment with the Vice-Chairman 
Committee post still vacant and other roles remaining unfilled. In addition 
to this, both Andy and Trevor have given notice that they will be standing 
down at the 2013 AGM from their role as Outdoor Meeting Organisers. 
Over the past six or seven years they have consistently come up with an 
interesting selection of walks which continue to be popular – and a good 
way of  introducing non-members to the Club. It would be a shame if  we 
had to curtail our activities because no-one is prepared to take on this role 
– if  you think you might take on this post or you could offer help elsewhere 
within the Club, please contact me or speak to one of the other committee 
members. 

We are now  close to gaining charity status for the Club – we just need to 
tidy up our application to ensure that we comply with the Charity 
Commission conditions. Once done, it looks as though we will meet the 
conditions to become a charity. This status will give us a number of 
additional opportunities to fund-raise and advertise ourselves. 

Our second Gift Aid payment (£835) was received in April for the 2011 
subscriptions. It is very encouraging that, excluding our paid up life 
members, over 60% of  you have signed up for Gift Aid – if  you still haven’t 
please consider doing so (download a form on the website or contact the 
Membership Secretary for one). 

The Club’s 25th Anniversary trip to Tarifa in September is now  virtually full – 
we have just one place available for one female who is willing to share a 
room. Please get in touch with me if you would like more information. 

The eighth Stock Gaylard Oak Fair will be held on bank holiday Saturday 
25th August 2012. It is always a good day out and the Club will once again 
be having a stand at the event. Check out their website for further details 
(www.stockgaylard.com) or contact the estate office on 01963 23511. 

Finally, we are making progress with preparations for the Club’s 25th 
Anniversary Conference in the autumn.  The event will be held at Kingston 
Maurward College on Saturday 27th October. It will take a while to finalise a 
programme of speakers and a ticket price but if you would like to register 
an interest in coming along then please send me an email 
(chairman@dorsetbirds.co.uk) or give me a call (01929 552560). Once 
the details are finalised I will let you know.
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Conservation - Jol Mitchell

DBC Support the Durlston Farmland Bird Project

Farmland birds throughout Durlston NNR and Country Park have seen an 
alarming decline over recent years, in line with UK wide national trends.  The 
Durlston Farmland Bird Project has been established to undertake an in-
depth monitoring of  the ecology of Durlston’s farmland bird populations and 
to produce productivity analysis data for key species.  This will be followed 
by a programme of appropriate habitat management including the annual 
provision of  a winter seed cover crop.  Dorset Bird Club’s Conservation Fund 
has supplied funds to enable the first 
year’s work to be undertaken.

Monitoring

A ser ies o f surveys w i l l be 
undertaken, starting in 2012 and 
continuing annually.  Comparisons 
will be made with Durlston’s historic 
data collections containing breeding 
bird surveys and Bird Reports 
detailing daily observations.  Species 
of note include:
 
Red#:   Skylark, Song Thrush, Linnet, Yellowhammer 
Amber:  Kestrel, Meadow Pipit, Whitethroat
Green:  Jackdaw, Goldfinch, Greenfinch 
[#Red listed species will take priority of research/monitoring effort]

Monitoring methods will include:

• Breeding Bird Survey 
• Bird Ringing – within appropriate habitats 
• Nest recording – under the BTO’s Nest Record Scheme (NRS) 
• Ringing of  chicks (pulli) of appropriate species with colour rings 

applied for priority species 
• Observation for colour ringed birds across Durlston and the wider 

area 

All ringing activities will conform to BTO standards and will be carried out by 
appropriately trained / licensed ringers]

Goldfinch - Arne © Nick Hull
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Monitoring (using the above methods) is planned to start in spring 2012.  
Analysis of the findings will begin in summer 2012 with additional data 
feeding into the project over time.  Habitat management research will begin 
in spring 2012.  Monitoring of the usage of  the winter seed cover crop and 
an assessment of  the success of  individual plant species within the selected 
seed mix will begin in September 2012.  From spring 2013 onwards, 
monitoring of breeding numbers will follow  the 2012-13 winter habitat 
management work and winter food provision will be undertaken.

Habitat Management

Using the data collected through the initial, and on-going, monitoring, a 
detailed plan of effective management will be put into place to increase the 
breeding success and winter survival of farmland / scrub birds.  Alongside 
the 2012 monitoring programme, two linear plots of winter seed cover crops 
will be trialled within (and close to) a previously used site, using new 
methods of planting – drilling seed, etc.  Advice will be taken on the selection 
of the best seed mix to use on the proposed areas to be planted.

Options for future management will then include:

• Management of  scrub/hedgerow  habitat to improve nest site 
provisions and food supply – tailored to species requirements 

• Management of grassland habitats for ground nesting birds 
• Where appropriate and practical, the control of  human 

encroachment to minimise disturbance 
• Extending, using the results of the 2012 trial, the planting of  an 

effective winter seed cover crop 

Methods explored and proven successful within the initial stages of  the 
project will be used as the basis to source other funding packages in the 
future which allow the continuation and development of the project. 

Editor’s Requests

I have to report that this newsletter is a little slimmer than usual. One of  the 
reasons is that as I’ve just moved house I haven’t had the amount of time 
that I usual put aside to twist the odd arm and have members write articles, 
so my apologies for this.  The other reason is that for the first time I have 
received very few  articles for inclusion and that is down to you the 
membership!   
I’m sure there are a number of  you out there that have recorded interesting 
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bird behavior or have a local patch which you could write about.  You may 
have been on a particular twitch to see a bird that’s on your personal list of 
species to see before you die!  Let’s hear about it!  

Perhaps you have had some success in some local conservation work in 
which you are involved.  For instance myself and a colleague put up a Barn 
Owl box at our work three years ago and this year has seen our first pair of 
Barn Owls using the box. Unfortunately it appears they haven’t been 
successful.  

I’m sure that there are some of  you that have a good tale to tell. So come 
on, put pen to paper, or send me an e-mail with your article.  Thanks to 
Charles Richards and Mike Morse for their articles below, both of  local 
interest. 

Members’ Letters
Missing Rarity Record - Mike Morse
Record of Great Reed Warbler (Acrocephalus arundinaceus) Cogden  20th 
May 1961

Early in 2011, I had decided to write a short article on the BBRC rarities that 
have occurred within our recording area at West Bexington and Cogden for 
our local bird report. One of these records was of  a Great Reed Warbler that 
was seen at Burton Mere (Cogden) on 20th May 1961. I knew  that 
Prendergast and Boys had listed this record as the second for Dorset in their 
The Birds of Dorset published in 1981. I was therefore somewhat surprised 
to see no mention of  it in George Green’s comprehensive The Birds of 
Dorset published in 2004. There was also no mention of it (positive or 
otherwise) in the British Bird’s Report on Rare Birds in Great Britain for that 
year. Enquiries to Kevin Lane, revealed that the record had never been 
formally submitted to the BBRC and was therefore lost to the official record.

In 1961, bird reports for Dorset were still being published in The Proceedings 
of The Dorset Natural History and Archaeological Society. A visit to the local 
library produced a copy for that year. In it was the following:

Great Reed Warbler - One was seen and heard in close company with Reed 
Warblers at Burton Mere on May 20th (J.N, P.J.S et al)

Looking at the list of  contributors, J.N and P.J.S. appeared to be J. 
Newsome and P.J Sellar. The et al  suggested that the bird was more widely 
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appreciated. It was Martin Cade who reminded me that P.J.Sellar was likely 
to be Pat Sellar, well known for his work in wildlife sound recording.

Googling ‘Patrick Sellar’ revealed that Pat was still active in his field and 
was the current president of the International Bioacoustics Council (IBAC). I 
emailed the secretary of IBAC asking if  she would put me in touch with Pat 
explaining that I was following up his record of a Great Reed Warbler in 
Dorset; I received a reply from Pat himself the following day. It said:

Dear Mike, The Great Reed Warbler 
was at Burton Mere near Burton 
Bradstock. I discovered it singing on 
20th May 1961 and made recordings 
which I still have. I have just played 
some of them and can confirm that 
my identification was correct. I will 
gladly send you a copy on CD if  you 
wish. The recording was played by 
James Fisher later that year as part 
of the BBC radio series "The Patient 
Listeners". That broadcast also 
included the American Song Sparrow 
singing in Fair Isle. Best wishes, Pat 
Sellar.

Pat was as good as his word and a few  days later the recordings and a 
covering letter arrived. The fact that Pat was able to locate the recordings so 
quickly, suggested an ordered and well indexed recordings library. The 
recordings included three segments of  song which I have reproduced below 
as sonograms using freeware called Raven Lite from Cornell University. 

Pat did not offer any description or photograph and I think it unlikely that any 
exist. However, I forwarded the recordings along with a formal submission 
to the BBRC and the record has been formally accepted and credited to 
Pat, albeit 50 years after the event.

Postscript  
I compared the sonograms produced to examples for Great Reed Warbler 
in The Birds of  the Western Palearctic. I suppose I should not have been 
surprised to find that most of these had been produced by Pat himself. 

Great Reed Warbler - La Brenne France © NIck Hull
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SONOGRAMS

                                                                                                                                                                     

                 

The segment of the sonogram on 
the right represents a burst of 
song that phonetically, is best 
described as kie kie, tee tee tee, 
kar kar 

all delivered in around two 
seconds

The block of sound between 
1min 22secs and 1min 25 secs 
(below bottom) is actually a 
trilling Little Grebe.   
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An Interesting Shearwater Movement - Charles Richards

Chesil Cove isn’t the most exciting of places for seawatching, but just 
occasionally it does come up with the goods, and on those days it may be 
the best venue for seabirds in Dorset.

Just such an event occurred on the 11th September 2011, when I 
witnessed a particularly interesting movement of  shearwaters.  The Cove 
was rather quiet on the morning of  11th September, and the only birds of 
note were one or two Grey Phalaropes, a couple of Balearic Shearwaters 
and several terns.  However, towards the end of the morning several Manx 
and Balearic Shearwaters appeared and flew  off southwest, as they 
usually do.  

From then on, up to early afternoon it got 
quite hectic, with dozens of Manx and 
Balearics flying quickly through.  I had to 
concentrate hard on counting the 
Balearics, as they were mixed in with the 
Manx and didn’t stay around for long.   
Although most the shearwaters came 
through during this period, a scattering of 
birds were seen from early morning till 
early evening, with the last party of six 
Balearics appearing just before I left.  

In all I saw  over 350 Manx, 143 Balearics 
and one Sooty Shearwater.  The Sooty was a memorable one, because it 
was flying along with five Balearics in line behind it, a rather odd sight, but 
very good for comparing the difference in size, shape and plumage!  

Balearic Shearwater-Lyme Bay © Kevin Lane
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This count of Balearic Shearwaters set two records.  It was the highest 
number I’d ever seen and the highest number ever for Chesil Cove.  My 
previous best daily count of  Balearics in the Cove was only eleven, so 143 
beat that by a considerable amount! Although this movement of 
shearwaters was so unexpected, it wasn’t surprising, given the weather 
conditions at the time.  There was a strong southwest wind, which is 
perfect for pushing seabirds into Chesil Cove.  Also I could see rain clouds 
beyond the horizon, which suggested some inclement weather further 
down south.  Shearwaters try to avoid heavy rain by coming into dryer 
areas, and I’ve often seen Manx and Balearics flying through before or 
after spells of wet weather.

The autumn of 2011 was an exceptionally good one for movements of 
Manx and Balearic Shearwaters off  the coast of  Dorset, Devon and 
Cornwall, with thousands of Manx and hundreds of Balearics being seen 
from various watch points as the birds followed fish shoals from place to 
place.  

The less said about Great and Cory’s Shearwaters the better, as it always 
seems unfair to me that they should be seen regularly off  the coasts of 
Devon and Cornwall, yet are almost impossible to catch up with in Dorset!  

After spending over eleven hours in the Cove on the 11th September, with 
just an apple to eat, I was getting a bit hungry, so decided it was time to go 
home.  Seawatching is always a gamble between deciding when to go and 
when to stay, and if  I think it’s worth it I will always stay as long as I can.  
On 11th September I was thinking about leaving at midday but I’m glad I 
didn’t.  Patience and persistence certainly have their rewards when it 
comes watching seabirds!

Lyme disease - Nick Hull

There has been a lot of publicity recently with Ray Mears and various 
others on TV warning us about Lyme and other tick borne diseases.  So I 
decided to have a look at one of  the websites for more information. I 
thought it might be a good idea to copy in here some facts, especially as 
Dorset and Hampshire have had incidents of the disease diagnosed over 
the years.  As many of us do survey work and bird watching in areas 
where we can come into contact with sheep ticks, it’s best to be 
forewarned.

So what is Lyme disease?
Lyme disease is also known as Lyme borreliosis, it is an infectious disease 
caused by bacterium Borrelia burgdorferi. It is a disease which is classified 
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by the World Health Organisation as an infectious or parasitic disease.  
Borrelia burgdorferi  belongs to the bacterial genus ‘Borrelia’.  Borrelia are 
members of a larger family of spiral-shaped bacteria called Spirochaetes.

There are many species of Borrelia bacteria worldwide. However not all of 
them cause disease.  At least three species are currently known to cause 
disease in the UK.  They are Borrelia burgdorferi sensu stricto, B. Afzelii 
and B. Garinii. They are very closely related and all cause broadly similar 
disease process, although different species can be associated with 
different symtoms, e.g. B garinii  with neurological symptoms.  Any infection 
caused by Borrelia bacteria can be termed a ‘borreliosis’. 

How does Lyme disease infection occur?
In nearly all cases it is transmitted to humans by the bite of a tick infected 
with these bacteria.  In a population of ticks, only some will carry the 
infection. The risk of infection is greater the longer the tick remains 
attached.  Tick bites are usually painless, so may easily go unnoticed.

Who gets Lyme disease and why?
In the UK, Lyme disease is carried by the sheep tick, Ixodes ricinus.  This 
tick feeds on deer and other wild mammals and birds.  Ticks can be found 
across the country in woods, fields, moorland and heath, and sometimes 
parks and gardens.  People who spend more time unprotected in the 
countryside are likely to be at greater risk.  However, cases of the disease 
are widespread and it is possible that the full picture of tick distribution is 
not yet fully understood.  Anyone can get Lyme disease if  bitten by an 
infected tick.

How does Lyme disease start?
A clinical case of  Lyme disease occurs when a person in infected by a tick 
bite. Symptoms may follow  after an incubation period that can last 
between two and thirty days. However, on some occasions, the bacteria 
do not cause disease straight away.  The bacteria can enter a phase in 
which they do not cause symptoms but are still present. They may still 
have potential to cause active disease at a later stage.

What are the commonest symptoms at onset?
Early symptoms can include feeling unwell or ‘flu-like’ e.g. rash, headache, 
stiff neck, muscle pain, tender glands and sensitivity to temperature, sound 
and light levels.

What are the symptoms of Lyme disease?
Lyme disease can affect any part of the body and cause many different 
symptoms.  The commonest symptoms relate to the person feeling unwell.  
They are having flu-like symptoms, extreme tiredness, muscle pain, 
muscle weakness, joint pain, upset digestive system, headache, facial 
palsy, meningitis-like symptoms, disturbances of the central nervous 
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system and a poor sleep pattern.  In 
some cases a characterist ic, 
expanding ‘bull’s eye’ rash appears 
on the skin. This rash is called 
erythema migrans or EM. UK figures 
suggest around 40% of cases see 
the rash. The symptoms to be 
associated with Lyme disease are 
many and diverse, and can vary 
from mild to very severe.  Symptom 
patterns very from person to person 
and patients may have few  or many 
symptoms

How prevalent is Lyme disease in the UK?
In 2008 there were in the region of  1100 laboratory-confirmed cases in the 
UK. The Heath Protection Agency (HPA acknowledges that confirmed 
cases are only a portion of the total number.  The HPA and Health 
Protection Scotland estimates there could be up to 6,000 new  cases, and 
the total number of people affected is accumulating.

Is there a test for Lyme disease?
There are several laboratory tests that aim to detect this infection. 
However, none of them are absolutely reliable in excluding Lyme disease.  
The most common blood test detects antibodies specific to Borrelia 
burgdorferi, but measurable quantities of antibodies are sometimes not 
produced until several weeks or even months after infection, If  at all. There 
is also evidence that antibody production declines in late and long standing 
infection but there has been insufficient research on this.

What is the treatment for Lyme disease?
Treatment is with antibiotics and most effective if started as early as 
possible in the disease.  If an EM rash occurs, treatment should be started 
immediately without waiting for the result of a blood test, which at this early 
stage is likely to be negative.  The optimum length of  treatment is not 
known and there are no treatment guidelines. Those used are from the 
International sets of guidelines from the Infectious diseases Society of 
America (IDSA) and the International Lyme and Associated Diseases 
Society (ILADS).  These guidelines differ and NHS guidance for doctors 
say that until there is international consensus a “longer course” (more than 
21 days) of antibiotics may be beneficial in some sub-groups of  patients 
after consultation with Lyme experts.
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Is Lyme disease a new illness?
Studies of  DNA taken from ticks in the Natural History Museum have 
shown that infection was in the UK in Victorian times.  Therefore, it is 
almost certainly not a new  illness. However, it does appear to be becoming 
more common.

The above information was taken from a leaflet that can be downloaded 
from the LDA Lyme Diseases Action Website which has more information 
than I can put here if you’re interest in reading more.
http://www.lymediseaseaction.org.uk/what-we-are-doing/
information/to-download/

How to remove a Tick
It is recommended that 
you use a fine pair of 
tweezers or better still 
tick twisters, which you 
c a n f i n d a t m o s t 
Veterinary practices for 
about £4.50. These slide 
under the head of the 
tick and with an anti 
clockwise twist pull the 
tick out as you would 
when treating any pet.

From the Archives Jackie Hull

Looking through the archives going back 30 years to 1982, this year gave 
us a first for Dorset and Britain with a male Savannah Sparrow, first seen 
on the 11th April at Portland Bill then moved to the East Cliffs where it 
stayed until the 16th.  It was trapped and ringed and identified as A. s. 
princepts (Ipswich Sparrow). 

There were three new county  records with a Blue-winged Teal female at 
Sutton Bingham which flew briefly  into Dorset on 13th January.  A 1st year 
Franklinʼs Gull at Radipole from 29th April - 10th May, only  seen away 
from this site on 30th April on Weymouth Beach.  Lastly  a juvenile Semi-
palmated Sandpiper at Sutton Bingham 2nd - 7th October, the first 
confirmed record for Dorset. A bird was accepted as either this species or 
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a Western Sandpiper also at Sutton Bingham in October 1973.
Other notable birds this year included a Squacco Heron at Radipole 5th-
July  - 8th August, a ninth record for Dorset but only the second since 1905. 
The previous record was of one at Longham Bridge on 22 May  1977.  A 
White-rumped Sandpiper at Lodmoor on 27th September was a second for 
Dorset.

In 1982 two male Saviʼs Warbler were singing at Lodmoor 6th-16th May 
and another at Radipole 9th/10th May.  Two pairs bred at Holton Shore 
but it is not known if they were successful. Marsh Warblers were singing 
at Wick Hams from 18th May-24th July  and Radipole 4th - 30th June but 
itʼs not known if they bred.

Wintering wildfowl numbers have changed so much over the thirty  years.  
Then Bewickʼs Swan were quite commonly  seen, the main wintering sites 
were in the Frome Valley  between West Stafford and Wareham with 114 
at East Holme on  6th January, 35 at Woodsford on 27th Dec and 35 in 
the lower Avon Valley. Also there were more records than usual during the 
early  winter from other parts of Dorset. White-fronted Geese were seen, 
also in large numbers, they were in fact a fairly  common sight during the 
winter mainly  along the Dorset Coast, a far cry  from the small numbers we 
see now.    

Dorset Birds Sightings - Paul Morton

March
The Hume’s Warbler and Richards Pipit remained at Wyke Regis, and the 
Spotted Sandpiper stayed in and around Stanpit with a Stone Curlew  there 
too. 2 Glossy Ibis lingered at Radipole with a Long Billed Dowitcher at 
Lodmoor. A Cattle Egret was at Kingston Maurward. The Great Grey 
Shrike was still at Wyke Down and the Black Guillemot was off Portland 
again. Hoopoes were at Hengistbury and Portland. A Turtle Dove reported 
from Woodford became the earliest county record arriving on the 14th. The 
previous Dorset record was the 22nd.

April
The Hume’s Warbler and Richards Pipit remained at Wyke Regis. The 
Glossy Ibis commuted between Lodmoor and Radipole.  A Snow  Bunting 
was at Durlston. A pair of Serin was in a Swanage Garden. Both Cattle and 
Great White Egret were seen at Lytchett Bay. Regular reports were 
received from various locations in the county of Red Kite and reports of 
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Cuckoo were received from the 14th.  A Black Winged Stilt was found at 
Radipole and later re-appeared at Abbotsbury along with a Long Billed 
Dowitcher. Hoopoes were seen at Durlston, Portland and Wyke Regis.  An 
immature Glaucous Gull was seen from Mudeford Quay. A White Stork 
spent a couple of days in meadows near Wool. 

May
A Cattle Egret and a Glossy Ibis at Lodmoor and a Serin at Portland.  
Black Winged Stilts were recorded at Christchurch along with another 
Glossy Ibis. Black winged Stilt were also seen at Abbotsbury, Radipole 
and Lodmoor towards the end of the month. A Melodious Warbler was in a 
Bear Cross Garden.  A Kentish Plover 
was found at Ferrybridge. Hoopoes 
were at the Fleet, Peveril Point 
Swanage Lu lwor th Cove and 
Hengistbury Head. Five White Stork 
drifted over Portland Bill.  A Honey 
Buzzard was reported over Stanpit. A 
Subalpine Warbler was trapped and 
ringed at the Portland Obs. Golden 
O r i o l e s w e r e r e p o r t e d f r o m 
Hengistbury, Portland and Abbotsbury, 
with a Red Rumped Swallow  at the 
latter briefly. A Great Reed Warbler 
was at Radipole with a Woodchat 
Shrike on Portland on the same day. An Icterine Warbler was at Portland 
on the following day. A Black Kite was reported at Whitecombe and West 
Bay. A Bee-eater was at Durlston on the last day of May.

June
Started as one would expect and continued throughout the month to the 
time of  going to print with very few  notable species turning up.  Though 
there were still Short-eared Owls being seen and Red Kite turning up at 
various locations around the county.  Quail were noteworthy, heard calling 
at Tarrant Rushton early in the month. The stormy weather made the sea 
watching more exciting with records of  Sooty Shearwater, Storm Petrels 
and three species of  Skua, Great, Pomarine and Arctic being seen most 
days from the various coastal watch points. Four White Storks flew  over 
Hazelbury Bryan on the 17th.

Honey Buzzard-Normandy © Nick Hull
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Specialists in out-of-print

NATURAL HISTORY BOOKS
Books bought & sold

Log on to our website for a full 
stock list or contact us for a copy 

of our latest catalogue
www.callunabooks.co.uk

enquiries@callunabooks.co.uk

We offer

Tailor-made birding & wildlife tours

Themed birding and wildlife walks

Local guides for groups

Illustrated wildlife talks

UK & overseas wildlife tours and guides
Check out our website or contact us 

for further details
www.dorsetbirdingandwildlife.co.uk

enquiries@dorsetbirdingandwildlife.co.uk

Neil Gartshore, Moor Edge, 2 Bere Road, Wareham, Dorset, BH20 4DD
01929 552560

Neil Gartshore, Moor Edge, 2 Bere Road, Wareham, Dorset, BH20 4DD
01929 552560

Intrasights
Established 1993

Binoculars, spotting scopes and small telescopes
Repaired & Serviced 

We also repair a variety of other optical instruments
---------------------------------------------------------

There is a two week turn around on most jobs and every repair 
carries a three month warranty 

----------------------------------------------------------
Contact Details

Proprietor: Harry Truman
Address: Intrasights, 2 The Waggon Shed, Flaxdrayton Farm, South 

Petherton Somerset. TA13 5LR 
Website: www.intrasights.co.uk   

Telephone: (01460) 929291
email:  intrasights@tiscali.co.uk

mailto:intrasights@tiscali.co.uk
mailto:intrasights@tiscali.co.uk
http://www.callunabooks.co.uk
http://www.callunabooks.co.uk
mailto:enquiries@callunabooks.co.uk
mailto:enquiries@callunabooks.co.uk
http://www.dorsetbirdingandwildlife.co.uk
http://www.dorsetbirdingandwildlife.co.uk
mailto:enquiries@dorsetbirdingandwildlife.co.uk
mailto:enquiries@dorsetbirdingandwildlife.co.uk
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Advice to Contributors

Next Newsletter Deadline is 1st October 2012

Sending Articles
By e-mail to the Editor - Nick Hull

Editor@dorsetbirds.org.uk or by post to:-

41, Lytchett Way, Upton, Poole, Dorset. BH16 5LS.

Microsoft Word, PC or Mac Format. Text Arial 12
Digital photographs are best sent in a JPEG format as close to the 
original copy as possible.  I can size and crop to fit the space 
required.

All photographs will be produced in black and white except for 
those on the cover and in the electronic version which will be all 
colour.  

Sending Handwritten Articles
Please write clearly, if you wish to send a ‘COPY’ of  a photograph 
or an illustration to accompany your article please do, as I can 
scan these for printing and editing into your article.

For Sale

For Sale - Secondhand NIKON ED78A Scope c/w 38X eyepiece. 
Purchased in Jan 2006 from InFocus for £400. Reasonable offers 
considered. 

Also Velbron Delta Tripod, purchased for £39 at the same time. 
Contact John Lockwood on 01202 889698 or by e-mail 
john@lockwood7090.freeserve.co.uk



23

Membership Subscriptions
  Please remember that your annual subscriptions are 
        due on the 1st January 2013. 

 The current rates are:

 Ordinary Membership  £15
 Joint/Family Membership  £18
 Student Membership  £10
 Junior Membership   £5
 Life membership   £200

 To join or renew your membership, please send your name 
 and address with the appropriate subscription to the 
 Membership Secretary :-

 Diana Dyer, 3 Osmay Road, Swanage, Dorset, BH19 2JQ
 E-mail:membership@dorsetbirds.org.uk
 Tel. 01929 421402  
 

Contacts
 Chairman Dorset Bird Club:- Neil Gartshore
 e-mail:- chairman@dorsetbirds.org.uk
 Tel:- 01929 552560

 Dorset County Recorder:- Kevin lane
 E-mail:- dorsetbirdclub@hotmail.com
 Tel. 07901 614629 

 Conservation Officer:- Jol Mitchell
 4 Gover Close, Ridge, Wareham, Dorset, BH20 3BU.
  e-mail:- jolmitchell@btinternet.com
 Tel:- 01929 552924 

 Newsletter Editor:- Nick Hull
 e-mail:- editor@dorsetbirds.org.uk
 Tel. 01202 620049

 Dorset Bird Club Website:- 
 http://www.dorsetbirds.org.uk/#

 Dorset Birds Sighting Blog
 http://www.dorsetbirds.blogspot.co.uk/
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Gannet © Will Bown; White Stork © Chris Rowland; Cuckoo © Dominic Greves; Wheatear © 
Peter Lister; Snow Bunting Simon Breeze; Black-winged Stilt © Simon Kidner; Nightjar © Anne 
Woodward; Black-tailed Godwits © Mike Morse


