DORSET BIRDS
Newsletter of the Dorset Bird Club
ISSUE NO. 81 DECEMBER 2013

Reg. Cha ri ty No:1148111

The Enigmatic Stone Curlews
Woodcock Surveying
Chesil Beach Little Terns
Dorset Highlights
1

Contents
From the Editor
Nick Hull
Chairman’s Chat
Neil Gartshore
Conservation Navitus Bay Jol Mitchell
DBC Field Visits
Richard Charman
Indoor Meetings
Ian Lewis
Junior Membership
Jol Mitchell
Last AGM Minutes
Phyl England
Next AGM Agenda
Neil Gartshore
Enigmatic Stone Curlew Will Bown
Woodcock Survey
Robin Trundle
Chesil Bank Little Terns John Dadds
Dorset Highlights
Nick Hull

3
4-6
7-9
9-10
11
11
12-15
16
18-20
20-22
23-29
30-31

Acknowledgements
The editor would like to thank all the photographers for allowing
the use of their photographs in this newsletter. All Photographs
that appear in the Dorset Bird Club Newsletter are the copyright
of the photographer. Thank you to Tim Balmer for permission to
use his Hoopoe photograph as the new banner.
(http://www.uknatureimages.co.uk/)
Cover Photograph:Male Kestrel - Joe Murphy
Inside Photographs:Green Sandpiper - Tim Balmer
Spotted Redshank - Lorne Bissel
Stone Curlew - Will Bown
Woodcock - internet photograph
Little Tern - John Dadds
Whinchat - Will Bown
Backcover Photographs:Grey Phalarope - Lorne Bissel
Red-breasted Flycatcher - Peter Moore
Common Rosefinch & Wryneck - Mike Morse
Semipalmated Sandpiper - Steve Carey
Pallid Swift - Joe Murphy
Melodious Warbler - Will Bown

2

From the Editors - Nick Hull
I received a number of e-mails after the last newsletter which for myself
were nice to receive. It shows that all the hard work that goes into the
newsletter is worth while as it is being read. The e-mails were split
between comments on two articles “Cats” and “Photography”. The
“Photography” was welcomed and the general consensus was in
agreement with the article. As for the “Cats” this was a little more mixed
which wasn’t so surprising. A couple of e-mails pointed out that cats only
take out the weakest which would probably succumb and to the fatalities
caused by recent bad winter weather. Though recent science suggests
this is not necessarily true. It was also suggested that cats take mainly
ground feeding garden birds whose population are not generally at risk. I
would suggest this is not true as such ground feeding birds as the House
Sparrow, Dunnock, Starling and Pied Wagtail have decreased in recent
year., This is obviously not caused by cats alone but they are an added
pressure on any local population which can be reduced by responsible
ownership. For example keeping your cat in at night and making sure it
has a collar with two bells as this is said to reduce the catch rate.
The Mammal Society has produced the most recent figures on cat
predation in the UK though recent work in the United States and Canada
has been produced more recently. To read the PDF which should
answer most questions on this subject. Go to the Mammal Societies
website by following this link.
http://www.mammal.org.uk/sites/default/files/Domestic%20Cat
%20Predation%20on%20Wildlife.pdf
I would like to remind everyone who uses a computer, that we produce
the newsletter in a PDF format that can be e-mailed to you. This
production is in full colour and of course is far more eco friendly. 15% of
the clubs membership now take the newsletter this way, enabling us to
use the money that is saved (around a £1 for each printed newsletter),,
to help fund small conservation projects in the county.
Also please remember when you change your e-mail address let us
know so the newsletter reaches you safely.
For the first time since starting as editor I found myself over subscribed
with articles for this newsletter, so if you are someone who has sent me
an article and its not in these pages do not worry I’ll be using it in the
next. Thank you to all, I rather have to much than not enough keep them
coming.
That just leaves me to Wish you all on behalf of the club a
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year.
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Chairman’s Chat - Neil Gartshore
We have been trying this year to raise the profile of the Club. Despite
being around for 25 years, I sometimes wonder how many people know
that there is an active bird club in the County! Organisations constantly
try to keep their presence in the public view – how many news items do
you see from DWT or RSPB in local papers for instance? As a Club we
don’t have a huge amount to contribute on a regular basis to the Dorset
scene but there are opportunities available to us.
Our first step has been to produce some publicity material ….and to get
it out there. We’ve always had a membership leaflet – but how many of
you have actually seen one on your travels around the County?
Hopefully this will change as we welcome Steve Badger (‘Badger’) on
to the Committee in the role as Publicity Officer. Over the summer he’s
been scouting locations where we can put leaflets and posters. No
doubt there will be places missed and I am sure he would be pleased to
hear from anyone with ideas of where they could go. Can you offer to
deliver-check-replenish leaflets/posters in your part of Dorset? Badger
can be reached at publicity@dorsetbirds.org.uk or on 07463 266171.
The second new face we
welcome on to the
Committee is Richard
Charman. A regular on the
guided walks, Richard has
stepped in to take on the
role of Outdoor Meetings
Secretary. A list of the latest
walks is in this newsletter
and they will be updated on
the website and the daily sightings page. If you have any queries about
the walks, have suggestions of where to go, or if you can offer to lead a
walk, please contact Richard at walks@dorsetbirds.org.uk or on 01202
693604.
Some of the new publicity material produced has been partly funded by
generous donations from some of our longstanding life members ……a
big thank you to them. The material has included a roller banner, a car
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sticker (£1), a field check list (£1) and an annotated checklist (£2.50).
Everyone should have received a car sticker with the 2011 bird report,
please use it on your car or somewhere else that it may be seen.
Additional stickers (and checklists) can be purchased from me via
Calluna Books - as can back copies of the bird reports.
We have tried to get out more this year to events where we can meet
people face to face including the Armed Forces day in Dorchester, the
Oak Fair, and Dorset’s first ‘bird fair’ at Durlston (thanks to Simon
Breeze for organising this – I know how much is involved in getting an
event like this together!) By the time you read this, I will have also been
to the RSPB’s Radipole Lake centre for a day. These events help us to
promote the Club but unfortunately the usual drawback is getting
enough people to help organise/man the stands. There are a number of
potential events that we could go to so please contact me if you could
help.
I would like to finish off with my usual appeal for new committee
members (that old chestnut again!). Having just welcomed two new
members we will be losing one shortly. Over the past two years Phyl
England has stood in ‘for one extra year’ as we wait for someone else
to take over the role as Secretary. At the AGM Phyl will now be standing
down and we need a replacement - this is one of the four elected Club
posts and it is important that we fill it.
The other elected post which remains vacant is the Vice-Chairman
which leads me on to the Chairman’s post. I agreed to stand for another
term at the last AGM, taking me through to March 2016. With my
current personal circumstances I now have to consider my position. In
an optimistic moment I would expect someone to come forward in the
next 12-18 months to join the Committee as VC ready to take over as
Chairman in 2016 (which I could work around). In a pessimistic moment
though I have no expectations that someone will come forward (unless
until the last minute) …although it would be good to be proved wrong!
The Club would benefit from some continuity with all retiring Committee
posts so all I can ask you as members is to consider helping to run this
Club. As ever I am always available to have a chat about these posts
(or any other aspects of the Club).
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New Publication:
Bird Atlas 2007-11
published by the BTO, BirdWatch Ireland
and the Scottish Ornithologists’ Club (Nov
2013).
The latest UK bird atlas is now available.
It offers:
•The most complete and comprehensive
overview of bird distribution and change in
Britain and Ireland
•Over 1300 maps to describe patterns of
distribution, abundance and change for
nearly 300 species in one hardback
volumePublished at £69.99, the book can be ordered directly from the
BTO or other suitable retail outlets. The Dorset Bird Club is delighted to
be the sponsor of the Yellow-legged Gull.
*
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Conservation - Jol Mitchell
Navitus Bay Windfarm Update
Planning of the Navitus Bay windfarm is reaching a critical stage with
submission of a Development Consent Order application to the Planning
Inspectorate expected in the first quarter of 2014. The developers have
recently consulted on their Preliminary Environmental Information 3
document. Dorset Bird Club’s response is presented below:
As Conservation Officer of the Dorset Bird Club (DBC), I have been
raising the issue of the potential impact of the Navitus Bay proposals on
bird migration since October 2010 with a variety of NBDL staff and
consultants through letters, emails, telecons and conversations at Public
Exhibitions. I have described the large movements of passerines and
other migrants that occur during migration periods off this part of the
Dorset coast. I have been told that the Dorset Bird Club and other local
ornithological organisations would be properly consulted on this issue;
this has still not happened.
I have reviewed the Preliminary Environmental Information 3 document
published in September 2013 as it relates to Offshore Ornithology. I wish
to make the following points.
The document contains few details of the survey methodology used (eg
hours of survey undertaken, dates etc). The document states that these
details will be presented in the Technical Reports to be submitted in
support of the Environmental Statement. I have now seen details of the
dates that your surveys have been carried out but details of total survey
hours etc are still not forthcoming.
DBC are therefore not in a position to judge whether the assessment has
been carried out in a robust manner. Indeed the evidence (see below) is
that it has not and that the assessment presented in the PEI document
has an over-reliance on generic studies, surveys and modelling data
without placing this in the context of the wealth of historic data that exists
in the public domain about bird movements off this part of Dorset.
I note (Table 12.2) that the RSPB raised concerns regarding the
adequacy of the survey efforts to inform possible impacts on migrating
birds and on seabirds on passage. Table 12.2 also states that the RSPB
suggested using data on migrant movements from Portland Bill Bird
Observatory to compare with the data collected during boat and land
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surveys for the Project. Collecting information from local ornithological
groups was also suggested.
That this has not been done in any rigorous or meaningful way can be
illustrated by the assessment of potential impacts on Bar-tailed Godwits
described in the PEI document. The document states that ‘Bar-tailed
Godwits wintering in the UK migrate from breeding populations in
Scandinavia and Russia. Almost the entire Britain and Ireland population
take migration routes across the North Sea, with some birds continuing
on to Ireland or crossing the English Channel, whilst others remain in
Britain throughout the winter. Migration occurs mainly between July and
September..........The migration model estimates that no Bar-tailed
Godwits would pass through the Turbine Area either during the spring or
autumn migration.’
This conclusion ignores the birds that winter in southern and western
Africa and breed in northern Siberia (normally classified as of the
taymyrensis race). These birds make a non-stop spring movement from
the wintering grounds to a staging post in the Wadden Sea, replenishing
their fat reserves there before making a further movement to their
breeding grounds. The movement between wintering sites such as the
Banc d’Arguin in Mauritania and the wintering grounds in the Wadden
Sea takes several days.
There is significant evidence in the public domain that these birds pass
up the English Channel and pass offshore Dorset. I note that the dates
of your boat based surveys are such that the main Bar-tailed Godwit
passage period has not been covered. Had you undertaken some basic
background research and consulted in a meaningful manner with local
ornithologists, you would have been aware of these movements, and
presumably designed your surveys accordingly.
Such a fundamental error leads me to the conclusion that no confidence
can be placed in any of the predictions that are made with respect to
potential impacts on migrating birds.
The Dorset Bird Club will therefore continue to oppose your proposals on
a precautionary basis.
Yours sincerely
Jol Mitchell
Conservation Officer
Dorset Bird Club
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The Navitus Bay windfarm has potentially significant impacts on birds
and I believe that it is important that the birding community in Dorset
does not sit back and not engage in the planning process. You can view
details at www.navitusbaywindpark.co.uk. I would also suggest that you
look at http://www.challengenavitus.org.uk. Challenge Navitus is a
campaigning group of members of the public with three main aims: ‘to
provide accurate information beyond what the developer is presenting, to
stop the proposal in its current form, and to create a discussion of
alternative solutions for this windfarm’.

Outdoor Field Visits – Richard Charman The programme for the
first half 2014 follows but if you have any suggestions for walks or if you
can lead or help to lead a walk then please get in touch.
All of the walks are open to members and non-members and are FREE
but please be aware that there may be a charge for car parking at some
locations. Just turn up on the day at the meeting place / time advertised
(unless booking is required or advised).
Walk categories are:
A: Easy – fairly short walk over relatively flat ground with no / few stiles.
B: Medium – moderate distance and / or moderate hills and / or moderate
number of stiles.
C: Strenuous – long distance and /or steep hills and / or many stiles.
Please wear appropriate clothing and footwear for the time of year.
Sunday 12th January 2014
Bird Crawl 09:30 – 13:00 approx.
Just for fun, a more sedate version of a bird race. How many species
can you find around Upton Country Park and Holes Bay?
Meet in the car park at the entrance to Upton Country Park (SY 991932).
Category A – but can be muddy in places.
Sunday 9th February 2014
Blashford Lakes 09:30 – morning only.
Meet in the Tern Hide car park off Ellingham Drove, 2 miles north of
Ringwood (SU 151082)
Category A.
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Sunday 23rd March 2014
Radipole 09:30 – 12:30 approx.
Meet in the Swannery car park (SY 676795) – charges apply.
Category A.
Follow on meeting:
Lodmoor 13:30 – 15:30 approx.
Meet in the Beach car park (SY
687808) – charges apply.
Category A.
Sunday 13th April 2014
Seacombe and Dancing Ledge
09:30 – all day.
Meet in the car park in Worth
Matravers (SY 974776) – charges
apply.
Category C – some steep hills.
Sunday 11th May 2014
Portland Bill Seawatch 07:00 – 09:30 approx.
Meet in the car park at the Bill (SY 677685) – charges apply.
Category A but please dress appropriately for weather!
Follow on meeting:
Reap Lane / Barleycrates Lane 10:30 – 13:30 approx.
Meet in Reap Lane (SY 684706) – please park considerately nearby –
do not block driveways.
Category A,
Friday 6th June 2014
White Sheet Plantation, near Wimborne 19:30 – dusk.
Meet in the car park on the bend in the road (SU 048036).
Any queries to Richard: email walks@dorsetbirds.org.uk
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Indoor Meetings - Ian Lewis
Wednesday 15th January - 07.30 PM
Methodist Church Hall Wareham.
Talk by Andrew Morgan on Birdlife Malta - Campaign to Stop Illegal
Hunting.
DBC AGM -. 07:00 PM
Methodist Church Hall Wareham
Follow on Talk at approx 08:00 PM
Ian Lewis - What came first? The Archaeopterex or the Egg?
A look at where birds came from and how they got to be where they are
today?

Junior Membership – a Christmas Gift?
The jury is out on whether nature conservation is the preserve of the
middle aged and retired! On one hand, those walking around reserves
sometimes seem to fall predominantly into those categories. On the
other hand, and more encouragingly, conservation bodies such as the
RSPB and Dorset Wildlife Trust are doing their very best to engage with
young people.
With that in mind, the Dorset Bird Club is seeking to encourage young
people to take an active part in birdwatching. We are therefore launching
a ‘Junior’ membership. For only £10, a young person (10-17) will receive
a joining pack of a Bird Report, a Field Checklist, a Newsletter and a car
sticker. During the year, they will receive Newsletters, and be able to
take part in the Club’s programme of outdoor events. We are also
planning a special walk for young members, accompanied by an adult, in
the spring. Details will be on the website nearer the time.
We hope that Junior Membership of the Dorset Bird Club will make an
ideal Christmas present for that hard-to-buy-for young person!
A
membership form is available on the website
(http://www.dorsetbirds.org.uk/#/membership/4545535402).
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DORSET BIRD CLUB
MINUTES of the Twenty-sixth ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
held at the Methodist hall WAREHAM
Thursday, 21st MARCH 2013 at 7.00 pm
Present:
Neil Gartshore (Chairman) and 58 Members.
Apologies: John Boys and Tony Conway
Introduction: The Chairman opened the meeting and welcomed
members.
Minutes:
The Minutes of the Twenty-fifth AGM held on 27th March 2012 at The
Methodist Hall, Wareham were circulated, adopted and signed.
Chairman's Report:
The Chairman said that this was his third and final AGM report as the
Chairman of the Club. The biggest change within the Club over the past
year was the acceptance of our application for status as a charity. This
was granted in July and we are now Registered Charity no.1148111 and
means governed by a Constitution rather than our ‘Rules’. To ensure that
we fulfilled the criteria for the charity status the constitution template
available from the Charity Commissioners was adopted and adapted to
the Club’s activities. The Club is now overseen by a body of Trustees (the
Trustees elected by the Committee are John Lockwood, Jol Mitchell and
the Chairman, but in the course of time they can be replaced or others
can added as necessary). The Club’s existing ‘Rules’ are still appropriate
but if there is a conflict with the Constitution, the Constitution takes
priority – we’ll now be looking at revamping the Rules.
This year’s finances, as presented by the Treasurer, remain healthy and
for the foreseeable future our existing subscription rates will cover our
costs but we shouldn’t be complacent and continue to look at reducing
costs where practical or raising additional funds where possible. Our gift
aid payment, for example, is now worth an extra £750 a year to Club
funds and the Chairman encouraged those who hadn’t signed up yet to
do so.
A surplus of funds this year enabled us to make a contribution out of the
Conservation Fund to the farmland bird project at Durlston, through the
Friends of Durlston, and we will continue to assist Simon Breeze with the
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project where we can. We also held, and subsidized, a 25th anniversary
conference in October which was attended by around 100 members, with
Stephen Moss as a guest speaker.
The Chairman reported that the Club still retains around 430 members
made up of about 350 memberships (approx. 80 joint, 230 single, 40 life).
After a long period of falling numbers we may have reached our optimum
level but he said that we still need to recruit new members each year to
replace those who do not renew or who sadly pass away.
He said that as a Club we have very few face to face events and we
rarely actively seek out publicity – if people don’t know that we are out
there, and what we do, it is always going to be difficult to recruit new
members. The core birders in the county will either join/support the Club
or they won’t but it is probable that there are many other people, not so
experienced, who would join if they knew about us. The conference this
year was the second of his chairmanship and he said that it is something
that we should be aiming to do at least every two or three years. The only
event we have been attending regularly as a Club is the Oak Fair (at the
Stock Gaylard estate) in August. To get more people interested in the
Club we need to put ourselves out there more.
One of the most successful ways of doing this has been our programme
of monthly guided walks with numbers of participants frequently
exceeding 20 or even 30 - they are a good way of introducing nonmembers to the Club. A year ago Trevor and Andy gave notice that after
7-years they would be giving up organizing these walks and despite 12
months of asking for someone to come forward to take on the role, no
one has. The final walk of their current programme is in June and the
Committee has decided not to hold any walks in July/August and to make
one final appeal for someone to come forward to take on the role of
organizing the programme – if no one comes forward the monthly walks
may end!
Although we have always had a good programme of local walks we have
never, as a Club, organized a field trip overseas before, so our break
away in September to Southern Spain was a first. 13 members spent a
successful six days in the Tarifa area watching autumn raptor migration
and looking for other birds of the area – with a total of 142 species seen
by the group. Maybe this is something we can repeat in the future.
The Chairman said that despite many positives this year he was very
much concerned that as a Club we are on a slippery downward slope.
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After three years of being Chairman and giving members numerous
opportunities to have a chat about the Club – he has not been
approached by a single person. After three years of asking people to take
on vacant Committee posts – no one has come forward. There are two
long term Committee vacancies (Vice-Chairman and BTO Rep) and we
have also been asking for 12 months now for a replacement(s) to take
over organizing the outdoor meetings. In addition to these vacancies,
Phyl last year agreed to carry on as Club Secretary for a year but is
looking to stand down and, as he said at the beginning, his three year
term is now up.
He said that the future of the Club is something that needs to be
considered by the remaining members of the Committee, the Trustees
and the Membership. He would be interested to hear members’ opinions
and thoughts over the coming months.
Finally he thanked the Committee members who have helped run the
Club over the past year but especially he thanked Andy and Trevor for
the great work they have put in over the past 7 years to make the outdoor
meetings such a success and hopefully, although they may no longer
organize walks, they will still be willing to lead walks on occasions.
Treasurers Report
The Treasurer presented his accounts for 2013 (attached). The Club’s
income was £10446.63 and expenditure was £8451.68 giving a net
surplus of £1994.95 This surplus was largely due to the increase in the
amount of member’s subscriptions and the back payment of money
raised by the Club through gift aid. The Treasurer reported that the Club’s
finances are now healthy. Balances of accounts at the end of the year
were Treasurers account £3791.69, Premier Interest account £6444.58,
with an uncleared cheque for £1462.00.
Appointment of Editor
June Allen was appointed as Auditor, proposed by Ian Lewis and
seconded by Terry Elborn.
County Bird Recorder’s Report
In the absence of the County Bird Recorder, the Chairman read out a
short summary which said that the Bird Report for 2011 should be going
to the printers in about a month. He was slightly behind with the database
but it wouldn’t take him long to catch up. The Records Panel has nearly
cleared their backlog and the BBRC records are 90% complete.
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Conservation Officer’s Report
Jol Mitchell reported on the current ongoing consultations regarding the
off shore wind farm which is proposed for a large area, 8.9 miles off the
coast at Swanage. The Club has concerns that this is an important area
for migrating birds and that the high turbines will present a real hazard.
Jol said that he was very frustrated in his attempts to contact the
developers, Eneco a Dutch company and the French company EDF. He
had made many attempts to find out how their environmental assessment
was being done as it appears that there has not been a radar screening.
Members were urged to go to the Navitus Bay website and another called
Challenge Navitus to make up their minds about how they felt about the
project and write about any concerns they might have.
Election of Committee Members
As there had been no proposals for anyone else to stand for any of the
Committee posts there were no elections and it was proposed by Nick
Hull and seconded by Mark Constantine that the following Committee
should continue in post.
Officers (elected posts/end of term of office):
Chairman - Neil Gartshore (2016); Secretary - Phyl England (1 year);
Treasurer - John Lockwood (2016); Vice Chairman - vacant
Committee Members (co-opted):
Membership Secretary - Diana Dyer; Newsletter Editor - Nick Hull;
Publicity - Paul Levey; Indoor Meetings - Ian Lewis; Conservation - Jol
Mitchell; County Bird Recorder/Bird Report Editor - Kevin Lane.
Any Other Business
Jol Mitchell thanked the Chairman for all the hard work he had done to
promote the Club. He said that all of the initiatives taken by the Club
would not have been possible without the hard work of the Chairman.
The Chairman presented both Andy Humber and Trevor Thorpe with a
bottle of wine to thank them for their work in organizing the outdoor
meetings for the Club.
After refreshments, Mark Constantine gave an interesting talk on
‘Catching the Bug’ – tales of birds and birding around Poole Harbour.
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Dorset Bird Club
Agenda for the
Twenty-Seventh Annual General Meeting
to be held at The Methodist Hall, North Street, Wareham
(opposite the Kings Arms)
On Friday 28th March 2014 at 7.00 p.m
1.
2.
3.
4.
4a.
5.
6.

Introduction and Apologies
Minutes of the 26th AGM held at The Methodist Hall, Wareham, 21st Mar
2013
Chairman’s Report
Treasurer’s Report & presentation of accounts for 2013
Appointment of Auditor
County Bird Recorder’s Report
Election of Officers

Officers (elected posts/end of term of office):
Chairman – Neil Gartshore (2016); Secretary – Vacant; Treasurer - John
Lockwood (2016);
Vice Chairman - vacant
Nominations for the posts of Secretary and Vice Chairman should be made in
writing to reach the Secretary, Mrs P. England, Amberley, Russell Drive,
Swanage, BH19 2HD, at least 14 days before the AGM. The nominees must be
paid up Club Members (who has agreed to serve) and must be proposed and
seconded by paid up Club Members.
Committee Members (co-opted):
Membership Secretary - Diana Dyer; Newsletter Editor - Nick Hull; Publicity –
Steve Badger; Outdoor Meetings – Richard Charman; Conservation - Jol
Mitchell; County Bird Recorder/Bird Report Editor - Kevin Lane; Indoor Meetings
- Ian Lewis; BTO rep (ex-officio) - vacant
7.

Any other business

There will be an interval before the talk when refreshments will be available.
Guest Speaker: Ian Lewis What came first? Archaeopterex or the Egg?(The talk

will start at approx. 8.00 p.m.)
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2013 -2014
We offer a range of birdwatching experiences with small
friendly groups and expert local guides. Covering Dorset,
New Forest and the Hampshire Coast and short breaks at
birding hot spots in Britain and further afield.
Please visit our website at www.twoowlsbirding.co.uk
or contact Jackie Tel: 01202 620049
Email: twoowls.birding@btinternet.com
Bournemouth
Natural
Science Society
39 Christchurch
Rd, Bournemouth,
Dorset, BH1 3NS.
Tel: 01202 553525
Charity No: 219585

- LYME REGIS -

BNSS Welcomes all to lectures,
donations in lieu of admission
charge.

Come to Lyme Regis:
Purple Sands, Dippers
and… Cheese!

Of special interest to Dorset Bird Club
members
Tuesday 21st January 2014-19.30hrs
Edward Mayer Swift Conservation All
about Swifts.
Wednesday 12th Feb 2014-14.30hrs Keith Betton The Return of the Red
Kite.
We have a wide programme of
lectures/field trips please see our
website for full details.
http://www.bnss.org.uk
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Please phone for our offseason opening schedule.
MILL LANE, LYME REGIS DT7 3PU
WWW.TOWNMILLCHEESE.CO.UK
01297 44 26 26

The Enigmatic Stone Curlew - Will Bown
We hardly needed to be told that the spring of 2013 was unusually cold;
officially the coldest since 1962 with a mean temperature 1.7 °C below
the long-term average across the UK.
Such unseasonable spring
weather seems likely to have been a factor in the deaths of several
malnourished Stone Curlews found in fields in Wiltshire during April –
and there were reports of others found dead in Norfolk and Suffolk at the
same time. The birds weighed just two-thirds of their normal healthy
body weight; a sad end for these beautiful birds at the very end of their
long journey back from Africa.
April 2013 did at least provide more spring sightings of Stone Curlews
passing through Dorset than usual. But as breeding birds their fortunes
over the last 60 years have not been good.
The Stone Curlew is well known as a bird of dry grassland and formerly
dry heath, and historically there
are records from Dorset, Wiltshire,
Hampshire, Gloucestershire,
Worcestershire, and even from as
far north as Yorkshire. But there
had been signs of a decline in
some of these areas even before
the end of the 19th century. It is
well documented that changing
agricultural practices and cropping
patterns, the loss of heathland
(82% of that present in 1800 lost),
plantations of conifers, and the
loss of much old sheep-grazed
chalk downland, are just some of
the things that took their toll on the Stone Curlews, as well as on Quails,
Corncrakes and much other wildlife.
When John Clavell Mansel-Playdell compiled his book “The Birds of
Dorsetshire” in 1888 he noted that Stone Curlews were found across a
wide area of the chalk uplands in Dorset, but added that many eggs were
“destroyed by the practice of rolling the wheat in spring”. A great many of
Mansell-Playdell’s records came from birds that had been shot and sent
to the local “Bird Stuffer”, ultimately destined for the collections of wealthy
local gentlemen. It seems that several local vicars were also pretty keen
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to add to their collections with the aid of a shotgun. Many of the Stone
Curlews were killed in autumn as they gathered together in pre-migration
flocks. Sites where birds were taken include Kimmeridge, Bingham’s
Melcombe, Encombe, the downs near Blandford, and even Sandbanks.
After the First World War Stone Curlews were still nesting across the
North Dorset chalk belt from Cranborne to Blandford, and further
westwards. Occasional pairs were sometimes found as far west as
Beaminster and Charmouth. Even by the 1970s the species was still
breeding on areas of the South Downs of Sussex, they were also on the
Suffolk coast, in North Norfolk, on parts of the Chilterns, and they were
still found in Berkshire, Hampshire, Wiltshire and in Dorset. But the
decline continued, and in Dorset since the late 1980s only a few sporadic
attempts appear to have been made, and aside perhaps from occasional
rumours, or undisclosed attempts, there have been many years with no
positive breeding records at all. Our friends just over the border in South
Wiltshire have been having some success in recent years however.
A programme to protect and encourage the Stone Curlews is producing
some good results, and the nearest site regularly rearing chicks is not too
far away from a former prime site for the species in North Dorset, and
autumn flocks are quietly becoming a feature again.
The “Wessex Stone Curlew Project” is collaboration between the RSPB,
Natural England, local farmers, and the MOD, creating fallow nesting
plots in arable fields, as well as across MOD land. Grants to participating
farmers through the Environmental Stewardship Scheme have been a
vital element in this project.
The project has been labourintensive.
But the precise
conditions required by the birds for
success are now well known, and in
2013 RSPB staff, working with local
farmers and Natural England, have
been mapping Stone Curlew
habitats to see where these could
be improved, and also where new
fallow plots might be created
through the Higher Level
Stewardship Scheme.
Is it just too fanciful to hope that one
day these iconic chalk Downland
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birds might be able to re-establish themselves on our side of the border?
Some Stone Curlews are apparently beginning to return to traditional
breeding sites. But the correct habitat conditions, crucial for sustained
success, are essential, and these need to be able to coexist within
modern farming operations.
We can only wish the Wessex Project well and hope that perhaps one
day, if the right conditions are made available here, these beautiful and
enigmatic birds might nest again on some of their old ‘traditional sites’ on
the Dorset Chalk hills. Or is that just wishful thinking in these times when
so much of our wildlife seems to be in decline?

Woodcock Survey 2013 Style - Robin Trundle
The Woodcock survey came to my notice towards the back end of last
winter. A phone call to the BTO in Norfolk obtained a survey square,
subject to the land owners agreement. A letter was drafted and sent to
the estate owner, requesting permission to carry out the survey and
permission was readily granted. It’s really great to get this type of cooperation!! Ron Thorpe the Head Gamekeeper was contacted to gain
entry to the square.
Preliminary visit. 20/2/13. 11.45 am. Dull, overcast and raw cold.
Entering meant climbing through a fence(the gate key was mislaid) onto
a good track through the wood. Within 5 minutes walking I flushed a
Woodcock! (I thought, that’s pretty good!! But I’m quick like that.) The
track led to an old permanent pastured field, which had the odd clump of
trees and scattered patches of gorse. Rush growth was also in evidence.
The woods ran down the left hand side and along behind the field
entrance. What a good spot for Woodcock! Just inside this field was
ideal for the survey point, the way back in the dark would be straight
forward apart from the climbing through the fence exercise. Already to
go, or so it was thought, until going onto the survey website. This, having
been just set up, revealed this square had been surveyed 10 years
earlier at a specific grid reference point, which was not the spot of my
selection. Ron was informed and we arranged a date to go and find this
location. He was becoming very interested in the project.
Specific Grid reference visit. 6/4/13. 2.15 pm. A lovely day.
Through the fence(the key was still missing), through the wood and
across the field. The field was hard work, full of humps and bumps with
water lying randomly in fairly large patches . On reaching the far side I,
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being a young “oldy”, became aware of weariness(probably because of
visits to Garston Wood and Martin’s Down during the time prior to the
meeting with Ron), this terrain caused me to worry about returning after
the survey visits in the dark, even though a torch would be used. We
passed through another section of wood and found the location. It was in
a fairly narrow sloping field of about 2 acres, very rough pasture, full of
bracken and brambles. Trees on all sides, some blocks of fir, some
deciduous and some mixed. A great place.
We returned along a vehicle track in the next wood which went back to
the road. This was to be our entry and exit route to the survey site. (This
gate key had not gone missing!)
1st Survey visit. 3/5/13. 8.15 pm. Mild, slight SW breeze. Visibility
good.
Joined by Trevor Thorpe.(No relation to Ron.) Sitting is better than
standing, so we made use of two folding canvas seats. However, as I
found, they need to be positioned on rough ground with care. As I sat
down the chair sent me into the bracken, much to the amusement of
Trevor. As we waited for the sun to go down we had, 2 singing Robins, 2
singing Blackbirds, 1 singing Mistle Thrush. A Tawny Owl threw in his
two pennyworth and a Siskin flew across us. Between 8.44 and 9.23 pm
we had 18 separate sightings of Woodcock! Just prior to departing two
Roe Deer started to ‘bark’. In the dark, not knowing what it was, I would
think, would be quite disconcerting.
2nd Survey visit. 25/5/13. Clear skies, high scattered cloud. Quite
cold, no breeze. Visibility good.
Trevor could not make this one but Ron was very keen to come along.
We arrived on site at 7.45 pm and
carefully placed our seats!! Sunset
was at 9.04 pm ( I think I got it wrong
again Dad!!) we were an hour too
early!! Still it’s a lovely place and we
had the sounds of Chiffchaff, Song
Thrushes, Tawny Owls and we
watched a Buzzard go in to roost, all to
keep us company. Between 9.02 and
9.50 pm we had no less than 26
separate sightings of Woodcock!
Brilliant. My gamekeeper friend was
very impressed.
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3rd Survey visit. 19/6/13. 9.09 pm. Lovely evening to start, however,
after sunset it became very dull and cloudy. Visibility fair.
Trevor again joined me. A very large part of an Oak tree blocked our ride
to the site, so we had to get out and WALK! Who has ever heard of
birders having to walk? Our choir this evening, 4 Song Thrushes, 2
Robins and again a Tawny made a contribution. Between 9.35 and 10.21
pm we had 16 separate sightings of Woodcock. Not as good as before
but still pretty good, I’d say.
The survey was successful and very enjoyable, made possible by
friendly co-operation and good company. We now await with interest the
National Survey results.
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A Report on the Chesil Bank Little Tern Recovery
Project - John Dadds (RSPB Species Protection Officer, Chesil
Bank Little Tern Recovery Project)
As far as is known, the little tern (Sterna albifrons) has always nested on
Chesil Beach. Chesil's relative remoteness from humans has no doubt
helped the colony cling on whilst many have dwindled to extinction,
coinciding with the rise in seaside tourism during the twentieth century.
Indeed Chesil is now the only place in the whole of the southwest
peninsula where this charming seabird returns each year from its west
African wintering grounds to nest.
Apart from the remoteness of much of the beach, another hugely
significant factor in the birds survival on Chesil is down to the dedicated
staff of the Chesil Bank and the Fleet Nature Reserve who have for many
years gone to great lengths to warden the site. For years this wardening
largely consisted of ensuring that the terns, which traditionally nested in
several small colonies between Chickerell and Abbotsbury, remained
undisturbed by the occasional walker or, from time to time, egg collector.
However, in 1983 the terns started to change their distribution with about
half the population (25 pairs) moving east to nest at Ferrybridge. By 1985
almost all the pairs had moved there. Nobody knows for sure why the
sudden shift, but one clue could be the fact that a couple of years earlier a
colony of around 40 feral cats was removed by the RSPCA from around
one of the fisherman's huts on the beach at Ferrybridge. There is no doubt
that the Ferrybridge end of the beach offers potentially better breeding
conditions as there are three areas
of sea over which the terns can
choose to feed as, not only can they
fish in the Fleet or Lyme Bay but,
they also are near enough to feed in
the adjacent Portland Harbour.
Studies have shown that, unlike
common terns which will fly 10 miles
or more to catch fish for their young,
little terns will only fly a distance of
around 1.5 miles from the nest site.
With around 40 cats in residence it
was perhaps no surprise that the
terns did not nest in the area.
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Whilst the move to Ferrybridge was good news to the birdwatchers who
could for the first time get easy access to summer-long excellent views of
the birds, it was not such good news for the reserve wardens who now had
to deal with a much larger number of visitors to the colony area. Thankfully
through educating the public this problem has been largely overcome
although it does necessitate the need for a continued wardening presence.
A greater threat to the birds soon became apparent with the presence of
foxes scavenging at night. Sometimes as many as 5 or 6 would come onto
the beach from Portland, often attracted in the first instance by the scraps
of bait left lying around by shore anglers. Once a fox had homed in on the
tern colony it would only take one or two more nocturnal visits for most if
not all the clutches to be consumed.
From 1985 various fence designs were tried in an attempt to keep the
foxes out. These designs became more and more substantial as the foxes
found ways to breach them. Electric fences were tried but with limited
success due to the poor conductivity of the pebbles.
Despite the difficulties the perseverance of the wardens paid off with the
colony gradually increasing by 1997 to 100 pairs. This represented 5% of
the UK population of this Schedule 1 species, the second rarest breeding
seabird in the country.
Since that time the colony has experienced a dramatic decline with
numbers falling by 90% to just 10 pairs in 2007. Not only had the
population fallen but productivity had reached an all time low with several
years experiencing no fledged
chicks at all. It is not unusual for
little terns to have very bad years
but the succession of bad years
combined with the fall in population
meant that the colony was at risk of
becoming extinct.
It was at this point that Natural
England stepped in to provide major
funding for a recovery project in the
hope of restoring the colony to a
healthy population. It was agreed
that the RSPB would take the lead
in managing the colony by
introducing new techniques based
on those used successfully by the
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charity on the East Coast. 'The Chesil Bank Little Tern Recovery Project'
was thus launched in 2009 and consisted of a partnership between
Natural England, the RSPB, Chesil Bank and the Fleet Nature Reserve
and the Crown and Portland Court Leet as land owners, with additional
funding from Dorset AONB and the Dorset Biodiversity Fund. There were
three main strands to the project which were firstly a new electric fence
design, secondly increased round the clock wardening presence and
thirdly the introduction of diversionary feeding of kestrels known to hunt at
the colony.
The new fence design, based on
one used at the RSPB Minsmere
Reserve, was approximately one
metre high and consisted of 9
strands of wire alternating live and
earth. If a fox touched both an earth
and a live wire at the same time a
circuit would be completed
delivering a shock to the animal and
thus deterring it from entering the
colony. The earth wires were
connected directly to the battery
thus eliminating the need to use the
beach as a conductor and avoiding
the problems of past years.
A total of 4 wardens were to be
deployed which, along with a team
of dedicated local volunteers,
enabled 24 hour coverage. At night
two wardens were to be on duty carrying out regular patrols with high
powered torches to chase away any foxes approaching the colony.
It was established that the kestrels, which had caused very significant
loses at the colony from time to time, were breeding in a workshop at the
Army Bridging Camp a mile to the west of the colony. With the support of
the MOD, food was to be left at the nest every day in the hope that it would
be taken and fed to the kestrel chicks by their parents and in so doing less
hunting would take place at the tern colony. The same technique had been
used at the Great Yarmouth colony and field studies carried out by the
RSPB over 6 years had proved its effectiveness in reducing chick loses. It
also showed that because kestrels have feeding territories, an increase in
kestrel numbers at the colony did not happen, with young birds moving out
of the area to establish their own territories.
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The project did not get off to the best of starts with, for the first time in
living memory, the terns failing to nest at all. A small number arrived but
failed to settle. There is a lot of circumstantial evidence to suggest that
inshore fish numbers were very low and consequently the adult birds failed
to reach breeding condition. As well as a number of local fisherman
noticing a lack of whitebait in the area, the common terns at nearby
Lodmoor were seen regularly flying out to Portland Bill to fish and some
were even flying as far as Puncknowle fish farm! As mentioned above, little
terns are not able to fly such long distances from the breeding site.
It was decided to continue the project for a further year and in 2010, 12
pairs settled on eggs. After an exhausting season with the seasonal staff
putting in many extra unpaid hours, 9 fledglings were successfully reared.
This was an outstanding success and represented the best year in terms
of productivity since detailed records began in 1976. The foxes were
successfully kept out of the compound and kestrels only had a limited
impact on chick numbers.
In 2011 there was a 50% increase in pairs with 18 nesting. Despite the
cool windy conditions which caused nearly 50% of eggs not to hatch, 12
chicks fledged which was the second best year since records began. It
was all very encouraging and much greater numbers of fledglings were
anticipated with a hoped for improvement in weather in 2012. No such
luck. 2012 had even worse weather with unprecedented 70 mph winds in
June and 5.5 inches of rain in a 36 hour period at the beginning of July. It
was heart-breaking for the wardens and volunteers as one by one more
and more clutches failed to hatch. Even so the year was deemed a
success with the population rising to 21 pairs which produced 9 fledglings.
The 60% of eggs failing to hatch was very worrying though.
A Chilling Tale
Eggs failing to hatch on Chesil is not a new phenomenon. Over the years it
has happened to a lesser extent on a regular basis. Chilling at other
colonies around the country had not been an issue even though similar
weather had been experienced across the country. Also little terns nest
successfully in places like the Orkneys which regularly experience cool
windy conditions. It was believed that in the past much of the chilling was
down to fox disturbance at night. For the last 3 years foxes had
successfully been kept away from the colony so there had to be another
reason for the chilling. It was noted that at a lot of little tern colonies the
birds nest on sand or a mixture of sand and gravel. If one does a search of
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little tern nesting photos on Google
the vast majority are on this type of
substrate.
The beach at Ferrybridge is very
different, consisting of large pebbles
with air spaces in between. It has
been noted by wardens that on
windy days they could feel the wind
blowing through the pebbles. With
these facts in mind it was decided
this year (2013) that something
should be done to try and tackle the
problem of unsettled weather,
something which seemed to be
becoming the norm perhaps due to
global warming. After considerable
thought and consultation with RSPB
ecologists, it was decided to try and use sand to reduce the amount of cool
air circulating around the eggs. After trials, two approaches were adopted
using a combination of sand placed on coconut matting. One technique
was to place patches of sand around the colony before nesting took place
in the hope that the terns would choose to nest on them. The author of this
article did not place much hope in this approach as most if not all the terns
at the colony would never have experienced nesting on sand. The other
technique was to replace the pebbles under existing nests with a hanging
basket liner filled with sand. As a way of gauging success, some nests on
pebbles were to be left untouched for comparison and temperature data
loggers were used to measure any differences between the nests.
The results were quite spectacular. Although 2013 will be remembered as
having great summer weather, the breeding season did not start off well
with several days of very windy weather during the latter part of May and
June, just when the terns were on eggs. Amazingly almost half the 25 pairs
arriving to breed chose to nest on the pre-placed sand patches. Around
half of the pairs on pebbles had the sand transplants and, as anticipated,
apart from a moments hesitation from a couple of birds, none of them had
any problems accepting their new homes. When it came to the time for the
eggs to start hatching it quickly became apparent that chilling had again
taken its toll but only on the birds which had brooded their eggs on
pebbles. Only 23% of their eggs hatched. This compared with 90% of eggs
on sand hatching! Only 4 eggs on sand did not hatch and examination of
the contents suggested that they were probably infertile.
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With so many eggs hatching just the kestrels needed to be kept away.
However, very few attempts at hunting over the colony happened, the
diversionary feeding having worked extremely well. Sadly a few large
chicks were taken by gulls, which is unusual at Chesil, but in the end at
least 30 tern chicks fledged giving an unprecedented productivity of 1.2,
almost twice that of the previous record in 2010.
Having analysed the results and from field observations it is probable that,
apart from blocking the wind passing through the pebbles, the sand also
has other benefits. Firstly there is likely to be greater contact between the
sand and the brooding bird which will cause the sand to heat up and act as
a residual heat source.
Secondly the terns are able to create a much more compact cup shape in
sand which has the benefit of keeping the eggs closer together and closer
to the sitting bird. It has been noted that
eggs on pebbles often tend to roll away
from each other due to the uneven
surface formed by the large pebbles.
Brooding birds on pebbles are often
seen trying to re-arrange their eggs.
Those on sand seemed much more
settled.
Whilst more analysis needs to be
carried out on the data from the
temperature loggers, early indications
are that the sand tends to reduce
extreme fluctuations in temperature
which are likely to cause embryo
fatalities.
Providing the new management
techniques used on Chesil can be
maintained over the next few years,
there is every prospect that this colony
will regain its national importance. This will require financing. This year
Natural England were unable to provide any funding but fortunately
funding was provided by the EU Interreg Panache Initiative to supplement
that given by the Crown and Court Leet. In the future, the wardening of the
colony will undoubtedly fall increasingly on the shoulders of the growing
band of vigilant volunteers. This year alone, over 30 individuals put in more
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than 1000 hours over the summer. If anyone reading this article would be
interested in volunteering please contact the RSPB.
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Dorset Highlights
July

Began with very little out of the ordinary. Red Kite at Stanpit and Short-eared
Owl on Portland were perhaps of note on the 1st. The male Red-crested Pochard
was seen again at Radipole on the 2nd, a Little Ringed Plover was observed at
Swineham Point. At sea the odd Arctic and Great Skua, Manx and Balearic
Shearwaters were passing daily at the counties seawatch sites. A Garganey put
in an appearance at Christchurch on the 8th, followed by 2 at Radipole next day
where a Bittern was also seen 9th. On the 11th a Single Black Tern at Abbotsbury,
Little Ringed Plover Lytchett Bay and a Black Guillemot off Portland. An Osprey
was over Arne on 13th and a Honey Buzzard was seen over Hillfield on 14th. A
Ruff was at Lytchett Bay, 2 Little Ringed Plover at Stanpit; 2 Red Kite over
Lodmoor on the 15th. The first real rarity of the autumn was found on Lodmoor
with a White-rumped Sandpiper being found there on the 17th and staying until
20th. A Great White Egret put in a brief appearance at Lodmoor on 19th. A Honey
Buzzard was over Hillfield on the 20th and over Poole on 21st; A Juvenile Ringed
Plover with a leg-flag , seen at Ferrybridge on 22nd was originally ringed in
south west Sweden on 15th May a distance of 1165km. A Great White Egret was
at Longham 27th and either the same or another was seen at Sturminster
Marshall GP the same day. Next bird of note was a Long-tailed Skua which
passed Portland Bill on 31st.

August

Began as would be expected with the usual movements of autumn species
getting underway with Little Ringed Plover, Common, Green and Wood
Sandpipers and warblers such as Grasshopper, Sedge and Wood being found
around the counties migration watch sites. A Goosander on the River Stour on
7th; Garganey at Stanpit 8th; and Quail on Hengistbury 9th were noteworthy. On
the 10th a Cory’s Shearwater was seen twice from a boat 5km south west of
Wesy Bay. A Melodious Warbler was caught and ringed at Durlston on 13th.
Montagu’s Harrier was hunting near Durdle Door and a Great White Egret at
West Bexington on 15th. Blue-headed Wagtail was reported from Chiswell
Portland on 24th and an Icterine Warbler on Portland Bill 25th. The 26th saw four
Wryneck on the Isle of Purbeck with 2 at Durlston and single at Worbarrow and
Gadcliff. The same day an Ortolan Bunting was seen at Portland and was
recorded for a further two days. A Goshawk passed through Portland on 27th
and a Icterine Warbler was recorded on 28th at Portland; On the 29th a
Nightingale took up residence in the Obs Quarry at Portland and remained there
into September. A Citrine Wagtail put in a brief appearance at Abbotsbury on 30th
and same day a Long-tailed Skua passed Portland Bill. A Red-backed Shrike
was found between Lodmoor and Horse lynch on 31st.

September
Started with a bang with a Semipalmated Sandpiper at Abbotsbury and
presumably the same bird moved to Brownsea lagoon next day 2nd-4th then
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returned to Abbotsbury on 5th. Another Icterine Warbler was on Portland on 3rd.
Wryneck were seen on many days through out the month. Another Icterine
Warbler was found at the Verne Common on 11th. A Corncrake at Culverwell on
12th and the seasons third sighting of Long-tailed Skua passing the Bill on the
12th. The 14th was a bit of a purple day with Tawny Pipit reported at Rodden,
Red-rumped Swallow at Middlebere, Roseate Tern at Mudeford Quay, Dotterel
past Portland Bill and a Great White Egret seen at Wick Christchurch. A Whitewinged Black Tern put in a very brief appearence at Swineham GP on the 16th.
This was followed by a second/same? Semipalmated Sandpiper on Brownsea
Lagoon on the 19th. Barred Warbler on Portland 22nd; Another Melodious
Warbler was found at Portland Bill on 23rd-24th. Stanpit recorded Garganey on
25th and Portland recorded 15 Storm Petrels off the Bill. Common Rosefinch
was seen on Portland and Black Kite passed over Christchurch Hbr 27th-30th.
The 28th saw Lapland Bunting over Portland followed on the 29th by a Yellowbrowed Warbler ringed at West
Bexington, A Grey Phalarope was in
Poole Harbour a Great White Egret
over Christchurch Harbour the latter
being seen again next day 30th when
Hengistbury recorded a Yellow-browed
Warbler.

October

Began as September finished with the
Grey Phalarope in Brownsea Lagoon
a n d Ye l l o w - b r o w e d Wa r b l e r s a t
Portland Obs and Southwell. A Redbacked Shrike appeared at the Bridging
Camp on 1st remaining until the 8th. On
the 2nd Yellow-browed Warbler was found at Bowleaze and this species were
found at various locations along the coastal strip until the end of the month; The
3rd found a juvenile Sabine’s Gull and a Grey Phalarope off Mudeford Quay, and
32 Spoonbill at Arne. A Red-breasted Flycatcher joined the Red-backed Shrike
at Camp Road 4th staying until 10th. Ring-billed Gull was off Hengistbury 4th the
same or another Grey Phalarope was on Brownsea Lagoon 4th-9th and a Quail
on Portland same day. A Glossy Ibis was seen on Stanpit and Long-tailed Skua
past Hengistbury 5th; A Richard’s Pipit over Durlston Castle 6th; Lapland Bunting
over Portland 7th and a Thrush Nightingale was trapped and ringed Portland Obs
on the 9th and retrapped next day. A Short-toed Lark found at Portland on 10th
stayed till 17th. A Glossy Ibis over Portland on the 11th presumed the same as
one that arrived at Radipole the same day and remained there until 13th. A Great
White Egret was over Arne 16th and presumed same off Shipstal Point on 22nd.
The 25th saw a Hoopoe fly across Poole Harbour entrance a Pallid Swift at Two
River’s Meet Christchurch and a Pallas’s Warbler at South Beach Studland. The
Pallid Swift was still present next Day. On the 26th-27th & again on 29th
Sabine’s Gull were recorded at Abbotsbury Portland Bill and Chesil Cove. A Surf
Scoter was photographed off Chesil Cove and a Pallas’s Warbler seen briefly in
Southwell on 28th.
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