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From the Editor - Marcus Lawson !
Firstly, please allow me to introduce myself to those of you that I have yet 
to meet. My name is Marcus Lawson and I moved to Dorset from Kent 
three years ago. I have been birding since I can remember and during 
my time in Kent I held several roles within the Kent Ornithological 
Society, namely Indoor Meetings organiser, photographic editor for the 
Kent Bird Report and latterly Chairman of the Conservation and Surveys 
committee. I also maintained the Photographic Gallery of the KOS 
website and digitised many old rarity photographs for the archive gallery. !
After giving up so much of my own time previously, on a voluntary basis, I 
can understand why the Dorset Bird Club has found it difficult to recruit 
people to fill the various vacant positions on the committee. 
Consequently, I have been offered the opportunity to try and breathe 
some fresh life into the club. There are many plans that the trustees and I 
have which we believe will help promote and improve the image of the 
club and we would welcome any suggestions which you may have. My 
first priority was this newsletter and I would like to thank Nick Hull for all 
his assistance in helping me to put it together. It was produced on a 
much shorter timescale than I would have liked and if there are any 
errors or omissions then please accept my apologies. We have fallen 
behind with production of the Dorset Bird Report and this is obviously a 
key priority to bring this back up to date.  !
Social Media is proving to be an invaluable resource for conservation 
bodies and I have created Twitter and Facebook accounts in the name of 
Dorset Bird Club. I envisage that Facebook will be more public facing 
and expect to receive lots of the usual “what’s this funny bird in my 
garden” type of enquiries. It can also be used to invite members to 
events and could be a good way of establishing how many people are 
likely to attend. Twitter is very popular amongst the birding community 
and is a quick and free means of disseminating news. The DBC Twitter 
feed will predominantly relay news about the club and I will endeavour to 
share any interesting bird sightings as quickly as possible after they have 
been first reported but please don’t rely on this as your only source of 
rare bird news. Don’t be offended if the Dorset Bird Club doesn’t follow 
you back on Twitter as I will almost certainly be doing so already on my 
personal account. !
I hope to strengthen those relationships already in place with other 
conservation bodies as well as establishing new ones. 
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Within this newsletter you will find a list of vacant Breeding Bird Survey 
(BBS) squares which the British Trust for Ornithology (BTO) need help 
finding volunteers to complete. The BTO are also carrying out preliminary 
survey work on nesting House Martin this year and your help would also 
be greatly appreciated. As a club we are also keen to encourage 
observers to submit all their sightings via the BTO’s Birdtrack system 
which will help us to produce the Bird Report in a more timely manner. I 
hope to arrange presentations by the BTO to us in both east and west 
Dorset on how we can all get the best out of the system. I will put the 
dates of the meetings on the website, once confirmed, as well as on 
Twitter and Facebook. I will also produce some notes on the basics of 
how to use Birdtrack which I will place on the website within the next 
couple of weeks. !
Lastly, we are privileged to live in a county which hosts several species 
of rare or scarce breeding birds. I believe more guidance needs to be 
issued regarding the reporting of these species. This is something which 
needs further consultation and can’t be rushed but please in the 
meantime read the guidelines issued by the British Birds Rare Breeding 
B i r d s P a n e l h e r e  h t t p : / / w w w. r b b p . o r g . u k / d o w n l o a d s /
rbbp_guidelines_reporting_R_B_Birds_to_BIS.pdf !
A summary of the 2013/14 Poole Harbour wintering 
Woodcock survey conducted by Nick Hopper. !
With a UK average wintering population estimated between 800,000 and 
1 million birds and probably up to 1.4 million in a good year, the question 
was posed – How many Woodcock winter in Poole Harbour?  
The resulting commissioned survey sought to provide some answers, 
estimating the Poole Harbour wintering Woodcock population to be 
nearly 650 birds. Areas with the highest densities were fields west of 
Stoborough Heath and pasture south of Middlebere Heath, which 
together with fields at Hartland Stud, formed a core area. Other important 
areas were The Moors and Middlebere, with localised high densities also 
occurring at Ower and the Frome Valley.  
Extensive counts in a range of habitat types revealed wet grazed 
permanent pasture to be the most important feeding habitat, with an 
average density of 76 birds per square km recorded. 
Coastal and floodplain grazing marsh found at a few sites around the 
harbour recorded a very similar density of 75 birds per square km. Least 
popular of habitats that contained birds were ungrazed 'dry' permanent 
pasture with just 8 birds per square km recorded.  
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Although data on UK wintering Woodcock densities is scant, figures 
obtained during this survey are the highest recorded, suggesting that 
Poole Harbour is an important site for wintering Woodcock.  
It has been known for some time that large numbers of Woodcock 
arrive from the continent to spend the winter in the UK. Studies have 
estimated that 90% of the total British winter population comprise 
continental birds. (Hirons & Linsley 1989)  
The origins of these birds have become more precise in recent years. 
Ringing records first indicated that most British and Irish birds 
originated from Russia and Fennoscandia. More recently, stable 
isotope analysis and satellite tagging have provided further insights 
into relationships between breeding and wintering areas. British 
breeding Woodcock are typically sedentary with only a very small 
proportion of birds making significant movements during the autumn. 
Most of these have been recovered in France or Spain with only one 
bird recovered in Dorset. Even during times of very cold weather, 
British birds are known to stay in their natal area. With no breeding 
birds, all of Poole Harbour's Woodcock are presumed to be of 
continental origin. Indeed, we can be more precise than this. A recent 
survey by the Game and Wildlife Conservation Trust analysed over 
1100 feathers from Woodcock shot during December and January in 
six wintering areas scattered across the UK with some interesting 
results.  
Although there was some mixing, there was an indication that 
particular breeding regions were associated with particular wintering 
areas, with southern England receiving the highest proportion of birds 
from southern Sweden and the Baltic States. Woodcock are also 
known to be very faithful to their chosen wintering sites, using the 
same site and even the same fields year on year. Wintering site fidelity 
between successive winters may be as high as 80% (Hoodless 1994). 
During the winter, the Woodcock’s main prey item is the earthworm. 
These occur in highest densities in soft grazed fields, up to 12 times 
higher than in woodland (Duriez 2004). Feeding in open fields by day, 
however, would make Woodcock vulnerable to predation; being 
essentially a cryptic bird they rely on camouflage which works well in 
woodland habitat but not quite so well in uniformly green fields. In 
addition earthworms exhibit vertical migration at night, rising closer to 
the soil surface, making them more available. 
Diurnal roost sites are preferably dry, warm and free from disturbance, 
not only from humans but also creatures such as noisy pheasants! 
Plantations with rides are known to be popular but any suitably dry and 
quiet area of cover can be used.
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Before this survey began, the majority of Poole Harbour’s Woodcock 
records were from observations of commuting birds at plantation edges 
at dusk. This was after a chance discovery of a site at Soldiers Road 
where Slepe plantation backed onto an open area giving way to wet 
grazed pasture beyond. For quite some time this was the only known 
place to guarantee a Woodcock sighting. 
It was eventually realised that Soldiers Road wasn't the only place one 
could observe Woodcock and that, if one stood at any decent sized 
plantation that backed onto open pasture, Woodcock were likely to be 
encountered.  
Although detection rates would clearly be insufficient to attempt any sort 
of population estimate with this method, it was decided that dusk 
commuting flight observations would provide a good starting point to at 
least determine the presence or absence of birds in any particular area, 
and perhaps also help establish some roosting and feeding areas that 
could be used for the pilot surveys.  
The aim of the dusk commuting flight surveys was to assess presence 
or absence of birds and to provide clues as to the locations of roosting 
and feeding areas.  
To limit detection from predators, where possible, Woodcock prefer to fly 
at low levels, typically about 5 feet off the ground from roost sites close 
to feeding areas.  
Evenings with low cloud levels were chosen to provide a lighter sky and 
where possible facing west into the setting sun, although this was not 
always possible.  !
Woodcock are known to be more restless during full moon periods 
feeling more vulnerable, particularly on cloudless nights. On dull 
overcast nights they are less likely to flush. It was hoped that surveys 
could be undertaken during new moon periods on overcast nights.  
In terms of habitat type, wet grazed permanent pasture was the most 
important, recording 76 birds per sq km. Small areas of Coastal and 
floodplain grazing were also available for feeding and recorded an 
almost identical 75 birds per sq. km. The similarity is not totally 
unexpected, given the similarity of the two habitat types during times of 
heavy rainfall. Studies have shown that earthworm biomass is the most 
important factor affecting Woodcock feeding numbers, the highest of 
which are to be found in saturated grazed permanent pasture. The 
presence of livestock keeps the grass short and softens up the ground 
allowing easier probing. 
The least favoured habitat type that recorded birds was 'dry' 
ungrazed permanent pasture with characteristically long grass.
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This is thought to be due to the difference in sward structure with the 
short swards of grazed pasture enabling easy circulation and better 
detection of prey and predators. Harder, drier mud also makes probing 
more difficult and contains less earthworms. !
In between, in terms of preference were ley fields and arable fields. 
Both of these habitat types have a lower earthworm biomass than 
permanent pasture, thought to be caused by the regular ploughing. 
Previous surveys have shown that permanent pasture can contain up to 
5 times the biomass of earthworms than arable fields. (Duriez 2004) !
As demonstrated, feeding densities for any given habitat could vary 
between different parts of the harbour, indicating that factors other than 
habitat type were influential. Assessing these variables was beyond the 
scope of this survey however factors such as variation in saturation 
levels, proximity of suitable roost sites, local differences in earthworm 
biomass, levels of disturbance human or otherwise, predator 
abundance or perhaps proximity to more attractive feeding areas could 
all potentially have an effect on numbers. !
With its combination of grazed permanent pasture, coastal & floodplain 
grazing, mild winters and apparent suitable roosting sites, Poole 
Harbour is clearly attractive to wintering Woodcock and should be 
regarded as an important area. !
The importance of its grazed permanent pasture and floodplain grazing 
has been established. Highest numbers of roosting birds were found 
within the conifer plantations during the limited pilot surveys but their 
value was not established. It is therefore not possible to speculate as to 
what impact the current programme of deforestation will have on the 
attractiveness of the area for Woodcock. 
Studies suggest that Woodcock place much more importance on 
feeding areas and will accommodate a change in roost site to remain 
near their chosen feeding area (Ferrand et al 2013).  !
For the fu l l f ind ings o f the survey p lease v is i t h t tp : / /
www.birdsofpooleharbour.co.uk/sites/default/files//Population%20and
%20distr ibut ion%20of%20winter ing%20woodcock%20Poole
%20Harbour%2C%20N.%20Hopper.pdf  !!
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       The House Martin Survey !
We know surprisingly little about House Martins despite the fact that 
they breed alongside us, using our houses on which to build a nest 
made of hundreds of beakfuls of mud. 
Critically, we do not know why this species is in rapid decline in the UK. 
Currently, it is ‘Amber listed’ in the Birds of Conservation Concern 
listings, compiled by the UK’s leading conservation agencies. !

Why survey House Martins now? !
We need to discover more about House Martins to help us identify why 
they are declining and provide scientific evidence to help inform policy 
decisions that could reverse the declines. 
The House Martin survey over the next two years will collect more 
information on population size, breeding ecology and habitat 
preferences, so we can begin to tackle some key questions about this 
eagerly awaited summer visitor. !

A survey in two parts !
In 2015 the nationwide random square survey will involve volunteers 
visiting 2,000 – 3,000 ‘random’ (i.e. pre-selected) 1-km squares 
throughout the UK. By surveying random squares we can produce a 
robust population estimate to monitor future changes. Find out more 
about what the 2015 House Martin Count Survey involves, and request 
a square to survey. 
In 2016 the Nest Monitoring Study will involve volunteers making 
regular observations at individual nests to collect information about 
nesting activity. This study will be ideal for observers who have nests on 
their home or place of work including those who contributed to the 
2009-13 survey.   !

House Martin Count Survey 2015 !
This will involve volunteers visiting 2,000–3,000 ‘random’ (i.e. pre-
selected) 1-km squares throughout the UK. By surveying random 
squares, we will be able to assume that our results are representative 
across a wider area, and produce a robust population estimate against 
which changes in the future can be measured. 
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How can I help? 
We need volunteers who are willing to carry out two or three visits to a 
1-km square between late May and mid-July, to look for House Martins 
and their nests. !

How long will each visit take? 
The survey visits will involve walking around the square looking for 
House Martins and their nests and mapping and recording a few details 
about any nests that you find. In most squares each visit will normally 
take around one to two hours - however, the visit length depends on the 
habitats within the square: visits to urban squares may take 
longer, whereas visits to squares with only a small number of buildings 
may take less than half an hour. !
Please contact Claire Young, the BTO rep for Dorset at 
dorsetbto@gmail.com for further details or to request a square or two.

Visit the BTO website for more details:      
http://www.bto.org/volunteer-surveys/house-martin-survey !!
Help the BTO to monitor your local breeding birds  
The Breeding Bird Survey (BBS) is a national scheme run by the BTO 
that was launched in 1994 to monitor the populations of over 100 
species of British birds. The survey is jointly funded by the BTO, RSPB 
and JNCC and the results give an important indication of the health of 
our countryside.  

A network of birdwatchers across the UK count birds during the 
breeding season in randomly-located 1km squares of the Ordnance 
Survey National Grid. The same squares are monitored each year and 
the data are published in the annual BBS report and used to inform 
conservation action.  

This year in Dorset, we have 17 squares that need to be covered, so 
we’re looking for birdwatchers to join our team of dedicated volunteers 
and monitor the breeding birds in these areas. You don’t need to be an 
expert to take part, just the ability to identify common bird species by 
sight and sound.  

The survey involves 3 trips to your allocated square, once in March to 
scope out the area, then two early morning visits between April and
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June to record any birds that you hear or see. You may need to seek 
permission from landowners to survey, but don’t let this put you off! We 
can provide a BTO letter of introduction, and most people are happy to 
oblige.  

The available squares are: 

SU0804 - West Moors 
ST5103 - Cox’s Gorse, near Corscombe and Beaminster 
ST5505 - East Chelborough 
ST5603 - Evershot 
ST8002 - Crincombe Bottom, near Milton Abbas 
ST8203 - Charity Wood, near Winterbourne Strickland 
ST8210 - Shillingstone 
ST8326 - King’s Court Wood, near Gillingham 
ST8528 - Near Sedgehill 
ST8529 - Near Sedgehill 
ST8718 - Compton Abbas 
SY7299 - Near Piddletrenthide 
SY8296 - Between Bere Regis and Milborne St Andrew 
SY8694 - Near Milbourne St Andrew 
SY9390 - Sandford 
SZ1095 - Throop, Bournemouth 
SZ1998 - Bransgore !
For more information on the survey and how to take part, please 
visit: www.bto.org/bbs or contact Claire Young, BTO Regional 
Rep for Dorset – dorsetbto@gmail.com – 07740 457992 

DBC Guided Walk Programme: March to June 2015 !
All walks are open to members and non-members and are FREE. 
Just turn up on the day at the meeting place/time advertised (unless 
booking is advised).  !
Walk categories 
A:  Easy - fairly short walk over relatively flat ground, with no/few stiles. 
B:  Medium - moderate distance, and/or moderate hills, and/or moderate 
number of stiles. 
C:  Strenuous - long distance, and/or steep hills, and/or many 
stiles. 

http://www.bto.org/bbs
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http://dorsetbirds.blogspot.co.uk/2014/09/dbc-guided-walk-programme-september.html
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Please wear appropriate clothing and footwear for the time of 
year. !
Car Park charges - in most cases where we meet in a public or 
site car park there will be a parking fee to pay so please bring 
change with you. !!
Sunday 29th March: Portland Harbour / Ferrybridge. 09:30 - 
13:00 approx. 
Meet in the car park by the Chesil Beach Centre (SY 668756) - 
charges apply. Category A. !!
Sunday 26th April: Seacombe and Dancing Ledge. 09:30 - all 
day. 
Meet in the car park in Worth Matravers (SY 974776) - charges 
apply. 
Category C - some steep hills / stiles. !!
Sunday 24th May: Sturminster Newton. 09:30 - 14:00 approx. 
Meet in the car park of Station Road (ST 787142) - charges apply. 
Category B - moderate distance with one or two steep hills.  !!
Friday 5th June 2015: White Sheet Plantation, near Wimborne. 
19:30 - dusk. 
Meet in the car park on the bend in the road (SU 048036). 
Category A. !!
Sunday 28th June: Martin Down. 09:30 - all day. 
Meet in the car park at the end of Sillen Lane (SU 057191). 
Category B - moderate distance. !!
For further details of any of the guided walks please contact: 
Richard Charman (Outdoor Meetings Organiser) 
Phone: 07799 624062    or email:  walks@dorsetbirds.org.uk
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Dorset Highlights !
November 
A Pallas’s Warbler saw the month in with the second day of its stay in 
the Portland Observatory garden whilst the Black Guillemot continued 
it’s winter residency in Portland harbour and the Hooded Crow 
remained at The Grove. There was a strong passage of Stock Dove on 
the 1st with 1000 over Durlston and a Lapland Bunting showed well at 
Hengistbury Head until the 3rd. The great run of Yellow-browed Warbler 
sightings continued with singles at Christchurch Harbour and Knoll 
Beach on the 3rd with another in Kings Park, Boscombe the following 
day. Further birds were seen on Portland (Avalanche Road) from the 5th, 
Durlston CP on the 10th and Lodmoor CP from 15th-21st. !
A Great White Egret continued its stay in the Brand’s Bay/Littlesea area 
of Poole Harbour with additional birds over Christchurch Harbour on the 
6th and Hengistbury Head on 20th.  !
A juvenile White-winged Black Tern was all too brief in its appearance 
at Radipole on the 3rd but the Long-tailed Duck there was more 
obliging in its length of stay. Abbotsbury hosted several good wildfowl 
species with a late Garganey on the 4th, a Green-winged Teal on the 
6th (seen intermittently throughout the winter) Surf Scoter on the 9th and 
arguably best of all, a Greenland White-fronted Goose from the 15th. 
Also present during the month were 4 Scaup, 3 Long-tailed Duck and 
a peak count of 7 Goosander there. !
Three Hawfinch flew over West Bay on the 4th and the next day saw 
impressive numbers of Woodpigeon on the move with 21,500 west over 
Poole, 20,000 west over Weymouth, 17,000 south west over 
Christchurch Harbour, 6,800 west over West Bexington, 13,360 over 
East Bexington and 5,900 over Portland Bill all mainly in a west or south 
west direction. Also on the 5th a Black Brant was found at Ferrybridge 
with a late Whitethroat nearby at Lodmoor. Overwintering Spoonbill 
numbers continue to increase in Poole Harbour with a peak count of 46 
at Arne and 2 in Lytchett Bay on the 5th. !
Seawatching was the order of the day on the 6th when the following were 
seen: 4 Balearic Shearwater, 8 Little Gull, 32 Pomarine Skua and 7 
Great Skua past Portland Bill with 5 Little Gull in Chesil Cove. 
Grey Phalarope, Pomarine Skua, Arctic Skua, 2 Great Skua 
and 3 Little Auk past Hengistbury Head with single Pomarine 
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Skua, 9 Arctic Skua and 7 Little Gull past Branksome Chine. !
The 8th continued in the same vein with Portland recording 2 Balearic 
Shearwater, Leach's Petrel, 3 Great Skua, Arctic Skua and 3 Little 
Auk with one of the latter at Abbotsbury.  
Branksome Chine recorded 4 Pomarine Skua and a single Arctic Skua 
whilst a Pomarine and 3 Arctic Skua passed Hengistbury Head. A 
Great Grey Shrike was seen at Milborne St Andrew. Lodmoor hosted 
late singles of Black Tern and Little Tern on the 9th with a Bittern also 
present.  !
A Tree Pipit at Hengistbury Head on the 10th must have given the 
observers a bit of a scare given the late date whilst a Red-backed 
Shrike was reported in a private Portesham garden.  !
Branksome Chine rewarded its observers on the 11th with a Leach’s 
Petrel whizzing past and a Short-eared Owl in off the sea. A Sabine's 
Gull was briefly off Mudeford Quay. !
A Dusky Warbler and a Siberian (tristis) Chiffchaff appeared on 
Portland on the 12th with the former lingering until the 20th.  !
Hengistbury Head continued the good run of seabird records with a 
Black Guillemot and a 
Long-tailed Duck on the 13th whilst 2 Puffin were seen off Portland Bill.  !
A single Pale-bellied Brent Goose was on Stanpit Marsh on the 14th 
along with a Water Pipit. 
Four Eider flew past Mudeford Quay and 4 Velvet Scoter flew into 
Studland Bay through the mouth of Poole Harbour. A Grey Phalarope 
was at West Bexington whilst 2 Hawfinch flew over Durlston CP. !
A first winter ISABELLINE SHRIKE took up a two-day residency in the 
Wick Fields at Hengistbury Head from the 15th with a Twite also seen in 
the area. The Shrike constitutes the first record for the CHOG area and 
is only the sixth in Dorset, it was considered to be of the nominate form 
isabellinus – commonly known as Daurian Shrike. !
Two female Velvet Scoter continued their stay in Ringstead Bay 
with 1 off Shipstal Point being a good record within the confines of 
Poole Harbour. Short-eared Owl were present at Wyke Down 
(2+), Arne and Durlston. !
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A Hoopoe at Weston (Portland) lingered until month’s end but ranged 
widely. Late hirundine were represented by lone House Martin and 
Swallow at Portland Bill with 3 of the latter at Durlston all on the 15th.  !
The highlight of the month, if not the year, was on the 18th when two 
lucky observers saw and photographed a female LITTLE BUSTARD at 
West Bexington. This represents only the fifth sighting for Dorset, with 
records of two shot in the mid 19th century and another dispatched near 
Dorchester in 1902. The sole recent record was of a well watched but 
mobile bird between 30th December 1987 and 5th January 1988 in the 
Coward’s Marsh/Burton area. Many would surely welcome another long 
stayer. Two Common Crane were seen flying north-west over Cogden 
Beach later in the day by observers searching for the Bustard. !
A rather showy Long-tailed Duck stayed for 4 days from the 19th just 
off the Sandbanks Hotel in the Poole Harbour entrance. On the 20th two 
Serin dropped into the Winspit Valley briefly. !
A Richard's Pipit was present in a private area of The Fleet on the 21st 
whilst a Sabine’s Gull flew past Portland Bill and 3 Red Kite were seen 
at Sutton Waldron. !
Ferrybridge witnessed a contradiction of seasons on the 23rd with the 
presence of a late Wheatear along with a Snow Bunting. !
Numbers of Golden Plover reached 250 at Maiden Castle and on 
Brownsea Island 13 Spotted Redshank were counted. In the Frome 
Valley a wintering flock of 20 Woodlark was discovered. 
A Hoopoe seen at Durlston and Winspit on the 26th may well have been 
the same individual as neither sighting was for long. 
Purple Sandpiper peaked for the month at Hengistbury Head with 18 
present on the 28th whilst there were 2 at Sandbanks. A Great Grey 
Shrike was seen on Coombe Heath, Arne, and a Lapland Bunting was 
(again?) on Hengistbury Head. !
On the 29th a lone White-fronted Goose flew north over Stanpit and 9 
Goosander were present in the Lower Avon Valley. A good count of 
Black-necked Grebe was recorded with 26 off Middle Beach, Studland, 
and 8 in Redhorn Quay. The peak count of Green Sandpiper for the 
month was 4 in Lytchett Bay. Eleven Firecrest at Abbotsbury Gardens 
was also the highest count received for the month whilst there were up 
to 40 Corn Bunting in several small flocks around Tarrant Rushden 
Airfield. 



The month ended with a Red-Necked Grebe off Shell Bay, an adult 
Ring-Billed Gull off Swineham Point and a Hoopoe at Renscombe. !
December 
The month started well with a Barred Warbler trapped and ringed at 
Portland Bill, which persisted until the 26th. Also on the 1st a Twite was 
seen in Christchurch Harbour whist 6 Puffin were off Durlston CP. 
Another unseasonal discovery was made on the 3rd when a Richard’s 
Pipit appeared at Redcliff Point (E of Bowleaze Cove) and was present 
throughout the month. Last month’s wandering Hoopoe on Portland 
was seen on the 3rd but was subsequently found dead a couple of days 
later at Wakeham. The 4th saw a Ring Ouzel at Portland whilst Long-
tailed Duck increased to 4 at Abbotsbury. Following on from the autumn 
bonanza of Yellow-browed Warbler three were seen in December, one 
appeared in a mist net in a Broadstone garden on the 5th, another was 
within a tit flock in Bridport on the 25th and lastly one was around 
Gillingham fishing lakes on the 31st. A Snow Bunting was at Stanpit 
Marsh on the 5th and Lytchett Bay held two Water Pipit. 
Two Bean Geese were in the Bestwall/Swineham area from the 6th until 
the 8th and the last Wheatear of the year was at Hengistbury Head on 
the 6th. !
A LESSER YELLOWLEGS was on the Brownsea Island lagoon on the 
8th and represented the first Poole Harbour record. Three late Swallow 
were seen with singles on Brownsea from the 10th until the 12th, past 
Ferrybridge on the 11th and the last of the year was at Hengistbury Head 
on the 16th. The peak count of Spoonbill in Poole Harbour for the 
month was 40 at Arne on the 10th. The 11th saw the highest count of 
Purple Sandpiper at Hengistbury Head with 21 present, elsewhere in 
the county peak monthly counts were 6 at Lyme Regis Cobb, 3 on 
Portland Bill and 3 at North Haven/Sandbanks.  !
Two Bittern were seen at Lodmoor on the 12th with another in the 
Swineham/Arne Moors area. An impressive count of c1100 
Golden Plover was undertaken at Maiden Castle on the same day.  !
A Cirl Bunting was seen at Cogden intermittently between the 
14th and the 19th whilst a 1st winter Caspian Gull was at 
Radipole on the 14th & 17th.  !
Black-necked Grebe peaked at 28 in Studland Bay with another 
2 in Shell Bay on the 14th when there were also 3 Slavonian 
Grebe in Studland Bay. 
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!
Bournemouth 
Natural  
Science Society !!
39 Christchurch  Rd,  
Bournemouth,  
Dorset, BH1 3NS. 
Tel:  01202 553525     
Charity No: 219585 !!
BNSS Welcomes all to lectures, donations 
in lieu of admission charge. !!
We have a wide programme of lectures/
field trips please see our website for full 
details. !!
http://www.bnss.org.uk !
Charity no: 219585

2015	

We offer a range of birdwatching experiences with small 
friendly groups and expert local guides. Covering Dorset, 
New Forest and the Hampshire Coast and short breaks at 

birding hot spots in Britain and further afield.	

Please visit our website at www.twoowlsbirding.co.uk	


or contact Jackie Tel: 01202 620049 	

Email: twoowls.birding@btinternet.com
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On the 16th a flock of 38 Barnacle Goose was seen at Rodden Hive. !
A Red-necked Grebe was found in Shell Bay on the 17th and was still 
present at month’s end. Three Red Kite were seen at Cheselbourne 
and single Jack Snipe were at Chedington and Lodmoor. !
Single (or the same) Black Guillemot were seen in Studland Bay on 
the 19th and off Mudeford Quay on the 21st, the latter site also hosting 
an unseasonal Little Stint on the 23rd. Six Pale-bellied Brent Geese 
were picked out amongst 1200 Dark-bellied cousins at Ferrybridge on 
the 22nd whilst a Black Brant was discovered further along the fleet on 
the 24th at Wyke Regis. A couple of Common Sandpiper were at 
Winspit on the 24th with the two regular wintering birds present in Holes 
Bay around the same time.   !
The Greenland White-fronted Goose was still present on the Fleet 
throughout but remained largely out of sight in private areas. !
Two Water Pipit and at least ten Scandinavian (littoralis) Rock Pipit 
were on Stanpit Marsh at the end of the year. Slavonian Grebe were 
represented with 2 off Sandsfoot Castle and 2 in Ringstead Bay on the 
28th.  !
A Ring Ouzel was somewhat out of season in Preston on the 29th & 30th 
but more expected records were Jack Snipe with 2 at Swineham and 
up to 5 at Winterbourne Abbas with 3 Green Sandpiper at Waddock 
Cross Cressbeds and one on Knighton Heath. !
On the last day of the year a Green-winged Teal was located in Brands 
Bay whilst nearby a Black Guillemot was in the mouth of Poole 
Harbour. A count of 16 Black-Necked Grebe in Portland Harbour was 
the most seen here for the month. 
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January 
Several of last year’s scarcities saw in 2015 in Dorset, namely the 
Greenland White-Fronted Goose on the Fleet, Richard's Pipit near 
Redcliff Point, Great White Egret at Studland and single Black 
Guillemot off Brownsea Island and the regular bird in Portland Harbour. 
Four Red-Necked Grebe were noted on the first day of the year with 
singles at Hengistbury Head and Portland Harbour with 2 off Studland. A 
Little Gull was seen around Furzey Island and what was probably the 
same bird was seen at Lytchett Bay later the same day. 
Up to four Short-eared Owl continued to put on their matinee 
performances at Wyke Down and a Long-tailed Duck was off 
Seacombe. A Bittern occasionally gave itself up in the Swineham/Arne 
Moors area throughout the month with others seen at Radipole Lake 
and Lodmoor. !
The elusive Black Brant on the Fleet was seen at Ferrybridge on the 4th 
and the number of Purple Sandpiper at Portland Bill increased to six.  
A redhead Smew took up residence in Holes Bay for the month and the 
flock of Barnacle Goose (c40) was seen again at Rodden Hive on the 
6th when a female Scaup appeared on Longham Lakes. The highest 
count of the period for Avocet was received on the 7th with 781 in 
Middlebere Creek and the first Manx Shearwater of the year flew past 
Portland Bill. !
A Bewick’s Swan found sanctuary with the Mute Swan herd adjacent 
to the Frome at Tincleton on the 10th and was joined by a second bird 
the next day. Two birds remained for a few days but after the 18th only 
one bird was present.  !
Three Red-necked Grebe were in the Shell Bay/Studland Bay area on 
the 11th where 7 Slavonian Grebe were seen the next day. Portland 
Harbour also weighed in with 2 Red-necked and 5 Slavonian Grebe 
during the same period. Seven Sandwich Tern in Brand’s Bay on the 
11th was the peak winter count for Poole Harbour and 2 Water Pipit 
were seen in Lytchett Bay on the 15th. Corfe Sewage Works came up 
with the goods when two Siberian (tristis) Chiffchaff were identified 
amongst the wintering (collybita) Chiffchaff from the 15th.  
Siskin have been very thin on the ground this winter and the highest 
count received was of 40-50 in Rempstone Forest on the 16th. !
Reed cutting at Hatch Pond allowed for 141 Snipe to be counted at 
Hatch Pond on the 17th.  !
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A Twite put in an all too brief appearance in the Winspit Valley on the 
22nd whilst a flock of 24 Yellowhammer on Ballard Down was a 
welcome sight. The wintering Greenland White-fronted Goose on the 
Fleet became more adventurous and was seen at Radipole, Lodmoor 
and near Osmington Mills in the second half of the month.  !
A Great Grey Shrike was found on Chamberlayne's Heath (Bovington 
military training area) on the 23rd with another the next day on 
Godlingstone Heath.  
An adult Caspian Gull alighted briefly on Longham Lakes on the 24th 
before heading off in a North-easterly direction. Four Scaup were on 
Lodmoor on the 26th and were perhaps the same birds as previously 
seen at Abbotsbury earlier in the winter. Another couple of Siberian 
Chiffchaff were seen with singles at Radipole Lake and at the regular 
haunt in Holes Bay. Another Great Grey Shrike popped up on Morden 
Bog on the 27th. Winterbourne Abbas cressbeds gave up 3 Jack Snipe 
on the 30th and it was pleasing to receive records that Dipper still 
persist in the Lyme Regis area. !
February 
There was little change at the start of the month with the following 
present throughout February: Greenland White-fronted Goose and 
Green-winged Teal at Abbotsbury along with up to 5 Scaup and 4 
Long-tailed Duck whilst the Barnacle Goose flock dwindled to 16. The 
elusive Hooded Crow was occasionally seen at the Grove pig farm on 
Portland and the Black Guillemot remained in the harbour there. The 
redhead Smew frequented the channel near the railway bridge in Holes 
Bay and the female Scaup continued at Longham Lakes. The Bewick’s 
Swan was last seen at Tincleton on the 8th. Great Grey Shrike still 
wandered around Morden Bog and Studland Heath/Godlingston Heath 
whilst the Great White Egret showed occasionally in the south-east 
area of Poole Harbour.  !
On the first day of the month Portland Harbour hosted a single Black-
throated Diver, at least 5 Great Northern Diver, 12 Black-necked 
Grebe and 11 Slavonian Grebe. A flock of 39 Pintail was a good count 
in Christchurch Harbour. Siberian Chiffchaff continued to feature with 
up to 3 at Loud’s Mill (Dorchester), 2 at Corfe sewage works and singles 
at Lodmoor, Radipole, Bere Regis Cress Beds and Holes Bay. !
The only Waxwing of the period was reported in Corfe Mullen on the 
2nd. A Common Crane was seen in the same area near Cheselbourne 
as the two from last winter. 
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Ryland's Barn Farm, Martinstown, sheltered 200 Skylark, 50 Linnet, 
200 Yellowhammer, 150 Reed Bunting and 3 Corn Bunting whilst at 
Maiden Castle there were about 50 of the latter and Golden Plover still 
numbered around 1000. On the 4th a total of 15 Goosander were on the 
River Stour between Shapwick and White Mill. !
A Hoopoe was a surprise garden visitor to one lucky Piddlehinton 
residency on the 5th. At least 5 different Hen Harrier were recognisable 
around Poole Harbour during the month. !
The Black Guillemot put in another appearance in Poole Harbour on 
the 8th when a Ring-billed Gull was seen on Stanpit Marsh. On the 
same day 4 Red Kites were seen over Charlton Down and 4 Hen 
Harriers and a Short-eared Owl were at Wyke Down. The female 
Long-tailed Duck was seen infrequently off Seacombe and one flew 
east past Hengistbury Head on the 13th.  
An unseasonal Whimbrel was in the Green Island area of Poole 
Harbour on the 15th but less unexpected were the 2 over-wintering 
Common Sandpiper in Holes Bay. !
A Yellow-Browed Warbler at Lodden Lakes, Gillingham, on the 18th 
was probably the same individual as that seen at the end of last year. !
A Red-Necked Grebe was still lingering off Hengistbury Head on the 
20th whilst Studland Bay held 2 Slavonian Grebe and 24 Black-Necked 
Grebe with 12 of the latter off Sandsfoot Castle, Weymouth.  !
Two Water Pipit were still on Stanpit Marsh along with at least 11 
Scandinavian Rock Pipit on the 25th. A couple of Lesser Spotted 
Woodpecker wandered away from their traditional sites and were seen 
at East Holme and on Brownsea Island. The 25th saw three Red Kite put 
on an aerial display at Compton Abbas Airfield.  On the last day of the 
month Mudeford Quay held 4 Pale-bellied Brent Goose and 20 Purple 
Sandpiper.

18



!

19

Intrasights 
Established 1993 ! Binoculars, spotting scopes and small telescopes 

Repaired & Serviced 
-------------------------------------------------------- 

An extensive selection of quality re conditioned and ex demonstration 
binoculars for sale. Makes include Bushnell and Bausch & Lomb, 

from compacts to  
top-of-the-range 10x42 Elites 

--------------------------------------------------------- 
There is a two week turnaround on most jobs and all repairs have a 

three month warranty 
---------------------------------------------------------- 

Proprietor: Harry Truman 
Address: Intrasights, 2 The Waggon Shed, Flaxdrayton Farm, South 

Petherton, Somerset, TA13 5LR  
Website: www.intrasights.co.uk !

Telephone: (01460) 929291 

The fifth book from the Sound Approach Team visits the dark and 
magical world of the Owls of the Western Palearctic. As well as many 
stunning previously unseen photographs this incredible publication 
contains 4 CDs. Dorset Bird Club Members can purchase the book at 
a reduced rate of £34.95 (RRP £39.95). Phone 01202 641004 to order 
(9-5 Monday to Friday). Due April 2015.

http://www.intrasights.co.uk/
http://www.intrasights.co.uk/
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Membership Subscriptions !
  Please remember that your annual subscriptions are            
        due on the 1st January 2015.            !
 The current rates are:     !
 Ordinary Membership        £15             
 Joint/Family Membership (Living in one household) £18              
 Junior Membership (17 & under)                 £10             !
                        
To join or renew your membership, please send your name and 
address with the appropriate subscription to the Membership 
Secretary :- !
 Diana Dyer, 3 Osmay Road, Swanage, Dorset, BH19 2JQ     
 E-mail: membership@dorsetbirds.org.uk     
 Tel. 01929 421402       
  

Contacts !
 Manager Dorset Bird Club:- Marcus Lawson     
 e-mail:- admin@dorsetbirds.org.uk     
 Tel:- 07768 040742     !
 Dorset County Recorder:- Kevin lane     
 E-mail:- dorsetbirdclub@hotmail.com      
 Tel. 07901 614629      !
 Conservation Officer:- Jol Mitchell     
 4 Gover Close, Ridge, Wareham, Dorset, BH20 3BU.     
  e-mail:- jolmitchell@btinternet.com     
 Tel:- 01929 552924      !
 Newsletter Editor:- Marcus Lawson     
 e-mail: admin@dorsetbirds.org.uk      
      
 
 Dorset Bird Club Website:-      
 http://www.dorsetbirds.org.uk/     !
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