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REVIEW OF THE YEAR 
 
 
 
January  
 

The year started as the last one had ended with the continuing presence of a Snow 
Bunting, it was to stay until the end of the month. A Jack Snipe was seen on the 6th, a 
Slavonian Grebe on the 11th and Marsh Harriers on the 15th and 17th. Hard weather 
brought a number of species to the coast mid-month including over 2,000 Golden Plovers 
and 2,000 Redwings. Four Barnacle Geese and two more Jack Snipe were seen on the 
25th. A pair of Goosanders arrived on the 26th and remained until month end. A 1st winter 
Glaucous Gull arrived on the 29th but did not linger for long. There were 40 sightings of 
Red-throated Diver during the month.     
 

February 
 

The pair of Goosanders and the Snow Bunting were still present on the 1st; they were to 
remain all month. A Slavonian Grebe was noted on the 7th and two Jack Snipe on the 17th. 
A Marsh Harrier was seen on the last day of the month. 
 

March 
 

The pair of Goosanders were still present on the 1st; but were not seen subsequently. The 
Snow Bunting was also present and remained until the 17th; its stay had lasted 137 days. 
A Jack Snipe was also noted on the 1st, three Slavonian Grebes were seen on the 4th, a 
Marsh Harrier on the 6th, a Jack Snipe was also noted on the 6th with two on the 8th and 
one on the 14th. A Redshank (scarce here) was noted on the 13th and another Marsh 
Harrier was seen on the 16th. A Slavonian Grebe was seen on the 19th, two Black 
Redstarts were seen together on the 23rd and two more Redshank on the 26th and 27th.  
Two Little Ringed Plovers arrived on the 29th. 
 
April 
 

Five Little Ringed Plovers were present on the 1st, as was an Osprey which passed 
through west and a male and female Ring Ouzel which lingered for a couple of days. A 
single Jack Snipe was seen on the 2nd and a Marsh Harrier on the 3rd.  Also on the 3rd was 
the recording areaôs first Stone Curlew, followed just two days later by two more; they 
stayed until the 9th.  A pair of Garganey arrived on the 8th and stayed until the 19th. A Black 
Redstart was seen on the 9th sharing a fence with a Common Redstart. A Jack Snipe was 
seen on the 11th and an Iceland Gull passed through west on the 17th. Another Common 
Redstart was seen on the 18th, and a Serin put in a two day stay on the 20th and 21st. The 
yearôs first Grasshopper Warbler was heard reeling on the 21st with another from 22nd to 
the 28th. Five Little Terns were seen flying west on the 26th when the first Red Kite of the 
year and another Common Redstart were also noted. The Red Kite was still present the 
following day, an Arctic Skua was seen on the 29th and a Marsh Harrier on the 30th.  
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May 
 

The Marsh Harrier was still present on the 1st and was seen again on the 4th. A 
Greenshank and Common Redstart were seen on the 5th, and an Egyptian Goose, a Red 
Kite and two more Little Terns were seen on the 7th. There was another sighting of Marsh 
Harrier on the 8th along with two Pomarine Skuas. A Great Northern Diver, an Arctic Skua 
and two more Pomarine Skuas flew through on the 9th, with yet two more Pomarine Skuas 
on the 10th.  An Arctic and a Long-tailed Skua flew east on the 14th, a male Hen Harrier 
was a nice find on the 18th, and a Marsh Harrier was seen on the 28th.  
 
June  
 

A Marsh Harrier was seen on the 2nd. The first Caspian Tern for the recording area (and 
only the 15th record for Dorset) was discovered on the 11th; it had been seen earlier in the 
day at Weymouth. It was still present the following day and proved to be the highlight of 
the year. Four Arctic Skuas were seen on the 13th and up to three Storm Petrels lingered 
all morning on the 17th. Two more Little Terns passed on the 18th.  
 
July 
 

A locally rare Nuthatch was seen on the 5th and a Balearic Shearwater lingered very close 
inshore on the evening of the 11th. A Redshank was seen on the 15th, a Red Kite on the 
16th and a Green Sandpiper on the 21st. The yearôs only Shag was seen on the 22nd and 
yet another Redshank was seen on the 26th. 
 
August 
 

Up to 15 Common Crossbills were found on the 2nd but almost immediately flew off north 
calling. A Marsh Harrier was seen on the 3rd, a Tree Creeper was seen on the 4th and the 
yearôs only Yellow-legged Gull was present on the 4th and 5th. A Balearic Shearwater was 
seen on the 5th, a Redshank on the 7th, the yearôs only Pied Flycatcher on the 8th and a 
Goosander was seen on 10th. A Great White Egret was a long expected first patch record 
on the 15th and a single Arctic Skua was seen on the 17th. An Osprey was seen on the 
21st, with Marsh Harrier on the 27th and Common Redstart on the 28th. The first Wryneck of 
the year appeared on the 29th and there was yet another Marsh Harrier sighting on  
the 30th. 
 
September 
 

The month started with a Grasshopper Warbler trapped on the 1st, a Marsh Harrier was 
seen on the 3rd, two Greenshanks on the 4th and a Common Redstart on the 6th. Separate 
Wrynecks were seen on the 5th and 8th, a Redstart on the 9th, a Green Sandpiper on the 
12th and a Kingfisher on the 12th and 13th. Two Balearic Shearwaters passed on the 15th 
and there was a Green Sandpiper on the 18th. Balearic Shearwaters were back on the 20th 
with up to 10 lingering during the morning of the 20th. The yearôs only Black-tailed Godwits 
flew through on the 22nd when the siteôs first Common Rosefinch and two Grasshopper 
Warblers were trapped in the nature reserve. A Merlin was seen on 27th, a Hobby and Red 
Kite were seen on the 29th and a Yellow-bowed Warbler was trapped the same day.  
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October 
 

A Marsh Harrier and three juvenile Hobbies were found on the 1st; all three Hobbies were 
still present the following day and one bird stayed until the 5th. A Common Redstart was 
seen on the 4th, two Little Gulls on the 21st and a Ring Ouzel on the 25th. A Juvenile 
Sabineôs Gull was found at Abbotsbury on the 26th and relocated at West Bexington later 
in the day. A Jack Snipe was seen on the 31st. 
 
November 
 

The Sabineôs Gull was relocated at Cogden on the 1st where it remained until the 4th. A 
Merlin was also seen on the 4th. Two Slavonian Grebes were seen on the 13th and two 
female Goosanders flew east on the 15th. Two Snow Buntings arrived in off the sea on the 
17th; by month end they had been joined by a further three but then reduced to a flock of 
four. An Eider and a Marsh Harrier were seen on the 22nd, a Merlin on the 25th and a 
Goosander on the 27th. 
 
December 
 

The month started with four Snow Buntings still present. Two Pale-bellied Brent Geese 
were seen on the 8th, and a Merlin on the 11th. The Snow Bunting flock had reduced to 
three by the 11th and these birds remained into 2014. Two Glaucous Gulls were seen in 
December, an adult on the 26th and a 1st winter present on the 28th and 29th.  
 
In all, 171 full species were recorded along with 3 sub-species. 
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Northern Wheatear  (West Bexington 30th April 2013) 
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SPECIES ACCOUNTS  
Based on Voous Order (This report will move to the BOU order in 2014) 

 
Common Wildfowl Monthly Maxima at West Bexington (Adults Only) 

 Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 

Mute                          
Swan 

15 7 2 4 9 2 2 5  1  6 

Canada 
Goose 

30 6 9 10 15 15 3 75 75 246 31 35 

Brent 
Goose 

4 1 4 1      6 2 3 

Shelduck 
 

3 2 5 13 10 2  4   1 1 

Wigeon 
 

85 5 14 1    1  8 4 5 

Gadwall 
 

9 3 8 3 3 1 3 2 2  11 22 

Teal 
 

80 30 49 4 1   5 3 3 8 37 

Mallard 
 

40 16 22 2 28 22 11 3 11 68 82 81 

Pintail 
 

2 2 8       20 1  

Shoveler 
 

14 16 37 35 5     1 18 18 

Pochard 
 

  3      2    

Tufted 
Duck 

51 72 73 60 14 8 3 1 3 2 3 4 

 
MUTE SWAN    Cygnus olor  
Common winter visitor, breeding occasionally 
  
West Bexington  See Wildfowl Table  
 

Although the regularly returning pair spent some time at West Bexington; no breeding 
attempt appears to have been made.  
 

Max count: West Bexington - 15 together on 2nd Jan was noteworthy. 
  
GREYLAG GOOSE    Anser anser  
Rare visitor (wild birds would be extremely rare and most are considered feral) 
 

West Bexington 1 on 16th Jan and 1 on 15th Apr. These were the only records. 
 
CANADA GOOSE    Branta canadensis  
Common resident, breeding occasionally 
 

All records West Bexington  See Wildfowl Table 
 

Did not breed in 2014 (last bred in 2006).  
 
Max counts: West Bexington - 246 birds on 2nd Oct.  
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BARNACLE GOOSE   Branta leucopsis 
Rare winter visitor 
 

West Bexington 4 on 25th Jan were considered to be the only legitimate record. 
     

BRENT GOOSE    Branta bernicla   
Uncommon winter visitor  
 

Dark-bellied Brent Goose  Branta bernicla bernicla 
 
West Bexington 1 west on 2nd Jan, 4 on 20th Jan, 1 on 6th Feb, 4 on 6th Mar,  

1 on 13th Mar, 3 east on 27th Mar, 1 on 8th Apr, 1 on 11th Apr,  
1 on 21st Apr, 6 east on 31st Oct, 2 on 20th Nov, 1 west on  
8th Dec with 2 Pale-bellied Brents and 1 on the Mere on  
31st Dec. 

A typical set of records. 
 
Pale-bellied Brent Goose   Branta bernicla hrota  
 
West Bexington 2 west (then back east) on 8th Dec were the only birds noted in 

2013. 
 
EGYPTIAN GOOSE   Alopochen aegyptiaca  
Rare visitor 
 
West Bexington 1 on 7th May. 
 
This was the first time this naturalised African species has been seen in the recording 
area.  

 
Egyptian Goose (West Bexington 7th May 2013) 
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COMMON SHELDUCK   Tadorna tadorna  
Common resident, mainly outside of the breeding season 
 
All records West Bexington See Wildfowl Table 
 
EURASIAN WIGEON   Anas penelope   
Common winter visitor 
 
All records West Bexington See Wildfowl Table 
 
After poor numbers in 2012, higher water levels on the Mere in January resulted in a 
recovery for the first winter period. 
 
GADWALL     Anas strepera   
Uncommon winter visitor 
 
All records West Bexington See Wildfowl Table 
 
COMMON TEAL    Anas crecca   
Common winter visitor 
 
All records West Bexington  See Wildfowl Table 
 
MALLARD     Anas platyrhynchos  
Common resident 
 
All records West Bexington  See Wildfowl Table 
 
A minimum of two pairs successfully bred at West Bexington. Breeding strongly suspected 
at Cogden but no young were seen this year. 
 
PINTAIL     Anas acuta   
Uncommon winter visitor 
 
All records West Bexington  See Wildfowl Table 
 
GARGANEY     Anas querquedula   
Scarce passage migrant 
 
West Bexington   A pair were present on the Mere from 8th to 19th Apr. 
 
A notable 12 day stay. Perhaps next time they will remain to breed. 
 
NORTHERN SHOVELER   Anas clypeata   
Common winter visitor 
 
All records West Bexington  See Wildfowl Table 
 
As in 2012, numbers down on recent winter periods. 
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COMMON POCHARD   Aythya ferina   
Scarce winter visitor 
 
All records West Bexington  See Wildfowl Table  
 
Low numbers recorded again this year with only 5 birds noted in total. 
 
TUFTED DUCK    Aythya fuligula   
Uncommon winter visitor 
 
All records West Bexington  See Wildfowl Table  
 
There were good numbers of this species recorded in the first winter period peaking at 73 
on 3rd March.  Two pairs bred at West Bexington and between them raised 13 young.  
 
A female with a nasal saddle was noted on several dates during March, this was traced to 
a French scheme. See ringing section page 50.  
 
EIDER     Somateria mollissima   
Rare winter visitor 
 
West Bexington  One flew through west with a Common Scoter on 22nd Nov. 
 
COMMON SCOTER   Melanitta nigra   
Winter visitor and offshore migrant 
 
All records West Bexington  
Monthly Maxima and Monthly Bird Day Total  

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 

8 1  19 70 9 16 15 18 8 13  

18 1  37 124 12 35 53 51 9 31  

 
Few wintering birds noted, but a strong spring passage. 
 
GOOSANDER     Mergus merganser  
Rare winter visitor 
 
West Bexington  A pair lingered on the Mere from 26th Jan to 1st Mar.  

1 bird noted on 10th Aug, 2 females flew east on 15th Nov and  
1 was seen on 27th Nov. 

 
The January pair was present for 60 days. This represents the first extended stay by this 
species within the recording area. 
 
RED-LEGGED PARTRIDGE  Alectoris rufa 
 Fairly common resident (Birds at West Bexington probably refer to released birds 
from the Puncknowle estate) 
 
Several pairs noted regularly at West Bexington and Cogden throughout the breeding  
Season; but no confirmed breeding. A covey of 9 birds seen on 7th January probably relate 
to released birds displaced by shooting.  
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GREY PARTRIDGE    Perdix perdix  
Rare visitor, formerly bred 
 
West Bexington  1 on 2nd Mar. 
 
This was the first record for some years. 
 
COMMON PHEASANT   Phasianus colchicus 
Common resident 
 
Breeds at both West Bexington and Cogden. 
 
Noted regularly at both sites. 
 
RED-THROATED DIVER   Gavia stellata 
Fairly common winter visitor (records refer to birds settled on the sea or flying close 
inshore to a different feeding area) 
 

Monthly Maxima and Monthly Bird Day Totals at West Bexington and Cogden 

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 

5 2  1 1      5 2 

40 11  1 3      28 6 
 

Annual trends 
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2
0

1
3
 

2
0

1
2
 

2
0

1
1
 

2
0

1
0
 

2
0

0
9
 

2
0

0
8
 

2
0

0
7
 

2
0

0
6
 

2
0

0
5
 

2
0

0
4
 

2
0

0
3
 

2
0

0
2
 Pre-

2002 
Avg. 

Total Bird 
Days 

89 101 112 112 85 80 48 39 N/C N/C 65 69 87 
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2 6 10 10 6 12 9 9 N/C N/C 1 3 8 
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Bird Days  

6 28 18 16 25 43 33 31 N/C N/C 3 9 30 

 
A slight bias to the first winter period although stormy weather in December certainly 
suppressed numbers. The best day count was just five. 
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GREAT NORTHERN DIVER  Gavia immer  
Scarce winter visitor 
 
West Bexington. 1 east on 9th May. 
 
A very poor year with only one record. 
 
LITTLE GREBE    Tachybaptus ruficollis  
Locally common breeding bird and occasional winter visitor  
 
West Bexington  At least 2 territories. 
 
Cogden   At least 2 territories. 
 
It was unclear if breeding was successful in 2013 as no young were noted at either site. 
There were more wintering records however with birds noted in January and December. 
 
GREAT CRESTED GREBE  Podiceps cristatus  
Winter visitor (Records usually refer to birds feeding at sea on calm days)  
 
Birds were noted off West Bexington and Cogden feeding at sea. 
 
Monthly Maxima and Monthly Bird Day Totals 

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 

6 4 6 2 1 2 1    6 3 

35 20 17 6 1 2 3    26 10 

 
Well down on 2013 and the first dip on what has been an upwards trend for this species. 
As with Red-throated Diver, stormy weather in December certainly affected on numbers.   
 
The mid-summer records are noteworthy for this site.  
 
SLAVONIAN GREBE       Podiceps auritus  
Scarce winter visitor 
 
West Bexington. 1 on 11th Jan, 1 on 7th Feb, 3 on 4th Mar, 1 on 19th Mar and  

2 on 13th Nov.  
 
Above average numbers in 2013. 
 
NORTHERN FULMAR   Fulmarus glacialis  
Regular visitor (Birds breed nearby on cliffs at Burton Bradstock) 
 
Monthly Maxima and Monthly Bird Day Totals 

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 

1 1  3 6 3 2 10 2    

11 2  7 20 8 5 29 4    

 
The winter records are interesting for this site but as usual, most birds were noted during 
the nest prospecting/breeding season. This species is thought to be significantly under-
recorded. 
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MANX SHEARWATER   Puffinus puffinus 
Fairly common passage migrant in spring and early summer 
 
Monthly Maxima and Monthly Bird Day Totals 

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 

    35 13  4     

    35 17  5     

 
Numbers were way down on previous years. It will be interesting to see if this was the 
case elsewhere along the Dorset coast. 
 
BALEARIC SHEARWATER  Puffinus mauretanicus 
Rare summer visitor/passage migrant 
 
West Bexington 1 on 5th Aug and 2 on 15th Sept. 
 
Cogden 1 on 11th Jul and 10 on 20th Sept.  
  
Usually only recorded passing in favourable winds, however the bird on 11th July came 
very close inshore to feed and was noted lunge-diving just off the beach for several hours. 
The 10 recorded at Cogden on 20th September also lingered and represents one of the 
highest day counts for the recording area. 

 
Balearic Shearwater (Cogden and West Bexington 11th July 2013) 
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STORM PETREL    Hydrobates pelagicus 
Scarce visitor (usually storm driven) 
 
West Bexington 2 or 3 on 17th Jun 
 
The two (or possibly three) Storm Petrels on the 17th June lingered for several hours 
feeding along a line of crab pot marker buoys. We have noted them doing this before and 
it has been suggested that the birds are feeding on the small pieces of bait from the pots 
that rise up to the surface. 
 
NORTHERN GANNET   Morus bassanus  
Frequent visitor offshore throughout the year 
 
Monthly Maxima and Monthly Bird Day Totals 

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 

37 2  10 8 57 125 272 150 19 30 37 

37 2  17 42 139 329 692 264 62 56 70 

 
Numbers only slightly down on 2012. August again provided the highest day count and 
bird day total.   
 
GREAT CORMORANT   Phalacrocorax carbo  
Common visitor (2 or 3 birds seen on most days flying past West Bexington. 
Sometimes noted flying inland through the Grove, possibly en route to the fish farm 
at Berwick.  
 
No notable counts this year; 8 on 24th August at West Bexington was the highest day 
count. 
 
EUROPEAN SHAG    Phalacrocorax aristotelis   
Scarce visitor  
 
West Bexington 1 on 22nd Jul. 
 
Just one record in 2013. 
 
LITTLE EGRET    Egretta garzetta   
Uncommon visitor (despite suitable habitat, birds do not usually linger here) 
 

Monthly Maxima and Monthly Bird Day Total at West Bexingtons  

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 

1 2 1 1  1 2 1 1 3 1 2 

1 2 2 1  2 10 3 2 5 2 4 

 
Numbers a third down on 2012. This may be as a consequence of protective netting now 
installed at the nearby Bride Valley fish farm. Numbers of Little Egrets are also reduced 
there. 
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GREAT WHITE EGRET   Ardea alba   
Rare visitor  
 
West Bexington 1 on 15th Aug. 
 
One was observed over the nature reserve early in the morning of 15th August; 
unfortunately it then flew straight out to sea. This was the first sighting for the recording 
area. 
 
Great White Egrets have been increasing in number in the UK in recent years and bred for 
the first time in 2012. 
 

 
Great White Egret (West Bexington 15th August 2013) 
 
GREY HERON    Ardea cinerea   
Scarce visitor (most records seem to relate to the post breeding dispersal of family 
groups, just the odd one or two wandering birds noted at other times of the year) 
 
Monthly Maxima and Monthly Bird Day Totals at West Bexington and Cogden 

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 

1  1 1  1 4 4 2 1 1  

4  2 1  2 21 24 22 9 4  

 
No notable counts. 
 
A similar picture to 2012. 
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RED KITE     Milvus milvus 
Rare visitor and passage migrant  
 
West Bexington 1 on 7th May, 1 on 17th May, 1 on 16th Jul and 1 on 29th Sept. 
 
Cogden 1 on 26th and 27th Apr. 
  
Not such a good passage this year with single figure bird days in spring and only one bird 
in autumn. 
 
MARSH HARRIER    Circus aeruginosus 
Scarce (formerly rare) winter visitor 
 
West Bexington An immature male on 15th Jan, 17th Jan and 28th Feb. A female 

on 6th Mar, the immature male again on 16th Mar and 3rd Apr 
followed by a female on 1st and 8th May. An adult male on  
23rd and 28th May followed by an immature bird on 2nd Jun,  
3rd Aug, 27th and 30th Aug. An un-aged bird on 3rd Sept, another 
on 1st Oct and an adult male on 22nd Nov. 

 
Cogden A female on 15th and 30th Apr. 
  
Another good run of records.  
 
EURASIAN SPARROWHAWK  Accipiter nisus   
Fairly common resident (breeds at both West Bexington and Cogden and often seen 
hunting the area) 
 
Cogden   A pair successfully bred in the SSSI.  
 
Similar status to 2012. Single birds seen throughout the year.  
 
COMMON BUZZARD   Buteo buteo  
Common resident (often seen hunting over the area and now a breeding bird)  
 
Although displaying birds were noted at Cogden and young birds soliciting food were 
heard calling at both sites, there was no evidence of breeding within the recording area. 
 
Max Count: West Bexington - 5 on 19th April and 20th Sept. 
 
OSPREY     Pandion haliaetus 
Scarce passage migrant 
 
West Bexington 1 on 1st Apr 
 
Cogden 1 west on 21st Aug 
 
Neither of the birds lingered. 
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HEN HARRIER    Circus cyaneus 
Rare winter visitor 

 

West Bexington A male over the nature reserve on 18th May was the only 
record. 

 

COMMON KESTREL   Falco tinnunculus  
Fairly common resident (birds seen hunting over the area all year)  
 
The pair from last year was noted again around their nesting site, but there was no firm 
evidence of breeding in 2013.   
 
MERLIN     Falco columbarius 
Scarce winter visitor 
 
West Bexington Single birds on 27th Sept, 21st Nov, 25th Nov and 11th Dec.  
 
Cogden 1 on 1st Nov. 
 
Fewer records than in 2012 and none in the first winter period. 
 
EURASIAN HOBBY   Falco subbuteo 
Fairly common passage migrant  
 
West Bexington  1 on 29th Sept followed by 3 juveniles on 1st and 2nd Oct with 1 

remaining to 5th Oct. 
 
Cogden 1 on 4th May and 1 of the above juveniles visited Cogden on  

2nd Oct where the following image was obtained. 
 
Just one spring record, but the autumn juveniles were a real bonus. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    Hobby (Cogden 2nd Oct 2013) 
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PEREGRINE FALCON   Falco peregrinus   
Fairly common visitor (mostly winter but also other times of the year)  
 
Monthly Maxima and Monthly Bird Day Total s 

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 

 1 1 1 1 1 1  1 1  1 

 1 2 6 2 1 2  1 2  3 

 
A slight reduction on 2012. 

 
WATER RAIL    Rallus aquaticus 
Winter visitor (recorded at both West Bexington and Cogden, may breed) 
 
Birds regularly heard and occasionally seen in both winter periods, but not recorded during 
the breeding season. 
 
MOORHEN     Gallinula chloropus 
Locally common resident  
 
Recorded regularly at West Bexington and Cogden throughout the year. Breeding 
confirmed at West Bexington (at least two pairs) and strongly suspected at Cogden. 
    
Max Count  West Bexington - 26 on 16th Jan. 
 
COMMON COOT    Fulica atra 
Locally common resident (numbers increase briefly late winter, but birds then 
disperse to breeding areas) 
 
Successfully bred at West Bexington (three pairs) and Cogden (three pairs). 
    
No significant counts. 
 
STONE CURLEW       Burhinus oedicnemus 
Rare migrant 
 
West Bexington  2 from 6th Apr to 9th Apr. 
 
Cogden   1 on 3rd Apr. 
 
The first records for the recording area. See page 57. 
 
OYSTERCATCHER   Haematopus ostralegus 
Fairly scarce passage migrant 
 
Monthly Maxima at West Bexington  

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 

1   1 4  1 1     1  

 
Only recorded passing through or very occasionally loafing on the beach. 
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LITTLE RINGED PLOVER   Charadrius dubius 
Scarce passage migrant 
 

West Bexington 2 on 29th Mar rising to 5 by 1st Apr. 
 
GREAT RINGED PLOVER  Charadrius hiaticula 
Regular winter visitor and passage migrant, has bred recently 
 

Monthly Maxima at West Bexington and Cogden  

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 

5 5 2     1 1 4 1  

 
This species is generally not now recorded during the breeding season. A pair last bred in 
2006.  
 
GOLDEN PLOVER     Pluvialis apricaria  
Scarce winter visitor, usually in hard weather 
 

West Bexington  20 on 16th Jan then 600 on 18th Jan rising to 2,100 on 19th Jan. 
Up to 1,200 still on 20th and 21st Jan but only 130 by 25th and 
just 32 by 26th. 1 on 1st Mar, 10 on 1st Apr and 24 on 3rd Apr.  

 
The influx in mid-January was related to a hard weather movement of birds to the coast.  
 
NORTHERN LAPWING   Vanellus vanellus 
Scarce winter visitor, usually in hard weather (Formerly bred in small number) 
 

West Bexington  1 on 9th Jan then up to 500 birds present between 19th and  
28th Jan. A single bird present from 7th to 19th Feb, 10 on 24th 
Feb, 2 on 26th and 27th Feb, Up to 3 between 3rd and 14th Mar, 
1 on 15th Oct, 1 on 7th Nov, 5 on 15th Nov, 34 on 22nd Nov and 
1 on 3rd Dec.  
 

Cogden   1 on 30th Jan and 1 on 12th Mar. 
    
As with Golden Plovers, the most significant counts were associated with hard weather 
movements. 
 
SANDERLING    Calidris alba 
Regular spring and occasional autumn migrant 
 
Monthly Maxima and Monthly Bird Day Totals at West Bexington and Cogden 

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 

1    11 35 3      

1    25 37 4      

 
Not a particularly strong passage, but a good winter record. 
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Sanderling (Cogden 5th June 2013) 
 
DUNLIN     Calidris alpina 
Regular spring and autumn migrant but in very small numbers 
 

Monthly Maxima and Monthly Bird Days Totals West Bexington & Cogden 

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 

2 2  27 1  1  6 1 2  

6 3  56 4  3  6 1 6  

 
Unusually, small numbers were seen throughout the year. On the face of it another good 
spring movement, but the April count was heightened by up to 27 birds present on the 
Mere on 25th and 26th of that month. 
 

JACK SNIPE    Lymnocryptes minimus 
Scarce winter visitor 
 

West Bexington 1 on 6th Jan, 2 on 25th Jan, 2 on 17th Feb, 1 on 1st Mar,  
2 on 8th Mar, 1 on 2nd Apr and 1 on 11th Apr. Then a single bird 
on 31st Oct. 
 

Cogden 1 on 6th Mar and 1 on 14th Mar. 
 
Slightly fewer than in 2012, but a good series of records for the first winter period at least. 
The Cogden records were the first noted there for some time. 
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COMMON SNIPE    Gallinago gallinago  
Common winter visitor 
 

Monthly Maxima at West Bexington & Cogden 

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 

100 54 44 10 2   1 2 6 16 10 
 

Exactly 100 birds were counted in the nature reserve on 6th January. Hard weather around 
this time certainly played its part in bringing this species to the coast.  
 
WOODCOCK    Scolopax rusticola 
Scarce winter visitor, usually in hard weather 
 
West Bexington  1 on 19th Jan. 
 
Cogden    1 on 22nd Jan and 1 on 20th Feb. 
 
Only 3 Records. More were expected given the weather conditions in January. 
 
BLACK-TAILED GODWIT   Limosa limosa 
Scare passage migrant 
 
West Bexington  2 on 22nd Sept was the only record. 
 
BAR-TAILED GODWIT   Limosa lapponica 
Scare passage migrant 
 
West Bexington  2 on 25th Apr, 2 on 7th May, 6 on 8th May and 8 on 10th Sept. 
 
Cogden   1 on 12th Aug. 
 
Not a particularly strong passage but noted in both spring and autumn. 
 
WHIMBREL     Numenius phaeopus 
Regular Passage migrant mainly in spring. 
 
Monthly Maxima and Monthly Bird Day Totals West Bexington & Cogden 

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 

   26 22 2 1 5     

   93 147 3 1 8     
 

A similar profile to 2012 although numbers up slightly throughout. 
 

EURASIAN CURLEW   Numenius arquata 
Uncommon visitor, mainly in spring and autumn 
 
West Bexington 1 on 23rd Jan, 1 on 16th Mar, 2 on 17th Mar, 2 on 19th Mar, 1 on 

7th Apr, 1 on 10th Apr, 3 on 18th Jun, 1 on 28th Jun,  
1 on 17th Aug,  1 on 2nd Jul, 1 on 24th Aug, 3 together on  
28th Aug and 1 on 20th Nov. 

 

Cogden 1 on 27th Mar. 
  
Again some unexpected mid-summer records this year.   
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COMMON REDSHANK   Tringa totanus  
Scarce migrant and occasional winter visitor 
 

West Bexington Single birds noted on 7th Mar, 13th Mar, 26th Mar, 27th Mar,  
15th Jul, 26th Jul and 7th Aug. 

A typical set of records. 
 

GREENSHANK    Tringa nebularia 
Scarce migrant 
 

West Bexington Singles on 5th May, 26th May and  8th Jul with  2 on 4th Sept.     
 

GREEN SANDPIPER   Tringa ochropus 
Scarce migrant 
 

West Bexington   Single birds on 21st Jul, 12th Sept and 18th Sept.  
 

As usual, just a few records.  
 

COMMON SANDPIPER   Actitis hypoleucos 
Uncommon migrant 
 

West Bexington  1 on 15th Apr, 3 on 19th Apr, 5 on 26th Apr, 1 on 27th Apr, 2 on 
28th Apr and 2 on 7th May. Then 4 on 24th Jul, 1 on 30th Jul and 
2 on 8th Aug. 

 

Cogden   2 on 5th May. 
 

A reasonable passage in both spring and autumn. 
 

TURNSTONE    Arenaria interpres 
Scarce migrant 
 

West Bexington   1 on 23rd Jul and 1 on 17th Nov. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Turnstone (West Bexington 23rd July 2013) 
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POMARINE SKUA    Stercorarius pomarinus 
Uncommon migrant in spring and autumn 
 
West Bexington 2 on 8th May, 2 on 9th May and another 2 on 10th May. All birds 

moving east. 
 

Another disappointing passage this year. 
 
ARCTIC SKUA    Stercorarius parasiticus 
Regular but uncommon migrant in spring and autumn 
 
West Bexington Single birds on 29th Apr, 4th May, 9th May and 14th May. 3 birds 

on 11th Jun, 4 on 13th Jun and 1 on 17th Aug. 
 

A poor year for this species. 
 
LONG-TAILED SKUA   Stercorarius longicaudus 
Very rare migrant in spring and autumn 
 

West Bexington 1 east on 14th May.  
 

A Long-tailed Skua was seen passing nearby West Bay during the evening of 14th May.  
The finder put news out via Twitter and several rapid ótweetsô later the news prompted a 
visit to West Bexington to see if the bird could be intercepted. The visit was successful and 
the Skua was watched briefly but well as it passed east over the car park.  
 
GREAT SKUA    Catharacta skua 
Uncommon migrant in spring and autumn 
 
West Bexington 1 east on 13th Jun. 
 
After 36 bird days last year, it was disappointing to only record this species once in 2013. 
 
MEDITERRANEAN GULL        Larus melanocephalus 
Uncommon visitor 
 

Monthly Maxima and Monthly Bird Day Totals West Bexington 

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 

17 4 6 1  2 5 3 2 25 6 22 

53 16 14 2  10 20 16 5 131 47 29 
 

Bird days slightly up on 2012, but just a fraction of the numbers now regularly wintering on 
the fleet. Still, a good set of records with the species recorded in every month but May. 
 

LITTLE GULL    Hydrocoloeus minutus 
Scarce migrant and winter visitor 
 
West Bexington 2 on 21st Oct. 
 
Just one record this year. 
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SABINEôS GULL    Xema sabini 
Rare vagrant  
 

West Bexington & A juvenile was seen intermittently from 26th Oct to 4th Nov. 
Cogden 
 

This juvenile bird was initially found off of Abbotsbury on 26th October; it was relocated 
later that day off of the Coastguard Cottages at West Bexington. It then moved east 
towards Portland before returning to the recording area on the 1st November when it was 
relocated at Cogden where it remained either feeding in the recently ploughed fields there 
or roosting on the sea until 4th Nov. At this site it showed particularly well and attracted a 
number of visitors. 

Sabineôs Gull (Cogden 4th November 2013 Brett Spencer) 
 
BLACK-HEADED GULL   Larus ridibundus 
Common migrant and winter visitor. Regular in summer 
 

West Bexington   Circa. 600 13th March was the only noteworthy count. 
 

COMMON GULL    Larus canus 
Common winter visitor (formally one of the commonest gulls in the winter gull 
roost) 
 

West Bexington Circa. 700 on 4th January and 600+ on 28th Jan were the only 
noteworthy counts. 

 

LESSER BLACK-BACKED GULL Larus fuscus graeselli 
Regular winter visitor in relatively small numbers 
 

Up to 3 birds regularly encountered during the early and late months of the year, but this 
species was largely absent during the breeding season. 
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HERRING GULL    Larus argentatus argenteus 
Common breeding resident 
 
15 nests were counted in the small rooftop colony at West Bexington, one up from 2012. 
Most pairs were successful despite local attempts to disrupt breeding. 
 
No significant Counts in 2013. 
  
YELLOW-LEGGED GULL   Larus michahellis  
Uncommon autumn visitor 
 

West Bexington A juvenile bird was seen on 4th and 5th Aug. 
 

This bird spent most of its time patrolling the beach rather than loafing with the other gulls.  
 
ICELAND GULL    Larus glaucoides 
Rare winter visitor 
 
West Bexington A 2nd winter  was seen flying west with Herring Gulls on  

17th Apr. 
 
This bird was likely to have been the same as the one present at Radipole Lake RSPB on 
13th April. 
 
GLAUCOUS GULL    Larus hyperboreus 
Rare winter visitor 
 
West Bexington A 1st winter on 29th Jan, an adult on 26th Dec and another  

1st winter on 28th and 29th Dec. 
 
The January bird was first seen flying west over the nature reserve. It dropped onto the 
Mere for a short time to bathe and preen and then flew off west and was probably seen 
later in the day in Devon. 
 
The adult seen on Boxing Day was initially thought to be an Iceland Gull. Although large, it 
had a relatively light build (for a Glaucous Gull) and was only seen in flight that day. It had 
previously been seen at Abbotsbury and was subsequently seen near Portland and 
although some maintained it was in fact a Glaucous Gull its identity was only confirmed 
when it returned to West Bexington in 2014 and was seen at close range.  
 
The 1st winter also seen in December proved very straight forward to identify. It too flew in 
from the west and spent some time on the Mere. However, it then lingered around the 
Mere and beach for the rest of that day and was seen again the following day. 
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1st winter Glaucous Gull (West Bexington 28th December 2013 Steve Carey) 
 
GREAT BLACK-BACKED GULL  Larus marinus 
Resident in small numbers but does not breed (numbers can increase in stormy 
weather)  
 

Recorded on most days with usual daily counts into double figures.   
 

Significant Counts: West Bexington - 80 on 2nd Aug. 
 

KITTIWAKE     Rissa tridactyla 
Uncommon visitor in small numbers throughout the year and usually associated 
with stormy weather 
 

Monthly Maxima at West Bexington & Cogden 

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 

1    2 4  1 1  1 1 

 
No significant counts; a very poor year. 
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CASPIAN TERN    Hydroprogne caspia 
Rare Vagrant 

 

 West Bexington  1 on 11th and 12th Jun.  
 
The first record for this site and only the 15th record for Dorset. The highlight of 2013.  
See page 59. 

 
Caspian Tern (West Bexington 11th June 2013) 
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LITTLE TERN    Sterna albifrons 
Uncommon spring migrant 

 

 West Bexington  5 west on 26th Apr, 2 east on 7th May and 2 east on 18th Jun. 
  
This species is far from annual here so three separate sightings represent a very good 
year. 
 
SANDWICH TERN    Sterna sandvicensis 
 Frequent spring and autumn migrant 
 

All records West Bexington 
Monthly Maxima and Monthly Bird Day Totals 

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 

  2 6 12 7 10 4 5 6   

  3 25 33 19 33 4 17 8   
 

First sighting   20th Mar  
Last Sighting  2nd Oct 
 
A very poor year for this species with no significant counts. 
 
COMMON TERN    Sterna hirundo 
A common spring migrant and summer visitor  
 

This species is only regularly recorded in summer when the nearby breeding colony at 
Abbotsbury becomes established. When this colony fails there is a corresponding 
reduction in sightings of this species and other terns.  
 

This species bred successfully at Abbotsbury in 2013 with at least 48 chicks present on 
14th July.  
 
Within the recording area, adults were seen regularly late spring and early summer but 
only in small numbers so presumably birds did not need to forage too far from the 
Abbotsbury colony this year.  
 

First sighting   5th May 
Last Sighting  28th Jul 
 

Max count: West Bexington - 12 on 8th Jul. 
 

ARCTIC TERN    Sterna paradisaea 
Uncommon migrant usually in autumn 
 

West Bexington 3 on 20th Sept and 2 on 21st Sept were the only confirmed 
records. 

 
Sterna Sp. (S. hirundo or S. paradisaea) 
 

A passage of óCommicô Terns was noted on several days during the spring but were too far 
out to assign to species. 
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COMMON GUILLEMOT   Uria aalge 
Uncommon visitor usually early and late winter 
 

West Bexington Scarce in the first winter period with just the odd record of  
& Cogden  1 or 2 birds although 12 were noted on 10th Jan. Single birds 

seen on 12th Apr, 7th Jun and 27th Jun after which only recorded 
as single birds on odd dates in Nov. 

 
No significant counts in 2013. 
 

RAZORBILL     Alca torda 
Uncommon visitor usually early and late winter 
 

West Bexington   1 on 4th Jan, 1 on 17th Jan and 2 on 20th Jan after which  
& Cogden  Razorbills did not show with any regularity until mid-November 

when up to 5 could be found locally. 
  

No significant counts in 2013. 
 
STOCK DOVE    Columba oenas 
Resident at West Bexington and seen regularly at Cogden 
 

West Bexington   At least one pair bred and other birds were seen displaying. 
 

No significant Counts; just 14 on 4th November was the highest day count. 
 
WOOD PIGEON    Columba palumbus  
Common resident at West Bexington and Cogden and breeds in good numbers  
 

Although strongly suspected, there was no confirmed breeding at West Bexington or 
Cogden in 2013.  
 

Significant Counts:   No really large counts this year; 2,000 west on 10th November was the          
highest day count.. 

 

COLLARED DOVE    Streptopelia decaocto  
Resident in West Bexington village 
 

Bred in West Bexington Village in 2013. 
 

No significant counts. 
 
BARN OWL     Tyto alba 
Scarce visitor breeding occasionally 
 

West Bexington  A juv was found dead on 4th Jan, single birds (of an assumed 
pair) were seen on 17th Jan, 20th Jan and 4th Mar. 

 

Cogden 1 on 13th Apr. 
 

A pair (assumed to be the same pair as the last three years) bred successfully at West 
Bexington raising two young. Oddly, only one bird could be found early in the breeding 
season and it was feared that a dead Barn Owl found in January was one of the breeding 
pair. However a post mortem was carried out and as well as determining that the bird had 
died of natural causes, also discovered that it was in fact a juvenile.  
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Barn Owl (West Bexington 4th March 2013)  
 
LITTLE OWL          Athene noctua vidalii 
Uncommon resident 
 
West Bexington One resident from early Feb to late Apr at least. 
 
This bird could be heard and sometimes seen most nights through March and April. It was 
not thought to be successful in attracting a mate however. 
  
TAWNY OWL    Strix aluco sylvatica 
Uncommon resident, thought to breed 
 

West Bexington As in 2012, birds heard calling around the village on several 
dates. 

 

Cogden 1 heard on 14th Feb. 
 
COMMON SWIFT    Apus apus  
Common spring and autumn migrant but declining 
 

First Seen  24th Apr 
Last Seen 21st Aug 
 
No significant counts; 250 on 28th May was the highest day total. 
 
 
KINGFISHER    Alcedo atthis  
Rare migrant and winter visitor 
 

West Bexington  A male was present on 12th and 13th Sept.  
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WRYNECK     Jynx torquilla  
Rare migrant 
 
West Bexington  1 on 29th Aug and 1 from 8th to 10th Sept. 
 
Cogden   1 on 5th Sept. 
    
After the exceptional autumn passage of 2012 involving eight birds, there were just three 
records in 2013.  

 
Wryneck (West Bexington 10th September 2013 Brett Spencer) This bird appeared to 
have either a tick or a damaged left eye. 
 
GREEN WOODPECKER   Picus viridis 
Uncommon resident, a breeding bird at both West Bexington and Cogden 
 
Assumed to have bred at West Bexington and confirmed to have bred at Cogden (where a 
pair were noted together and later an adult and juvenile were seen together. 
 
GREAT SPOTTED WOODPECKER Dendrocopos major 
Uncommon resident mainly during autumn and winter months 
 
Confirmed breeding at West Bexington but although drumming was heard from Cogden, 
there was no firm evidence of breeding there.  
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SKY LARK     Alauda arvensis 
Common resident and winter visitor at both West Bexington and Cogden  
 

No firm evidence, but numbers appeared to be down again this year. The breeding 
population was estimated to be a minimum of 10 pairs at West Bexington and 10 pairs at 
Cogden but these are likely to be gross under-estimates. 
 
Circa. 500 birds were feeding in a stubble field at West Bexington on 20th Jan. This was a 
peak count with lower numbers recorded either side of this date. 110 birds were noted on 
migration on 30th Oct but there were no significant counts during the second winter period. 
 
SAND MARTIN    Riparia riparia 
Frequent migrant in spring and autumn 
 
First Seen 10th Mar    
Last Seen 5th Oct 
 
There were no significant counts; 200+ birds on 15th April was the largest day total. 
 
BARN SWALLOW    Hirundo rustica 
Common migrant in spring and autumn 
 

First Seen 23rd Mar  
Last Seen 19th Oct 
 

No confirmed breeding in 2013. 
 

Significant Counts: West Bexington - 3,000+ west on 21st Sept, 10,000+ birds west on 
23rd Sept and 2,000+ east on 1st Oct.  

 

HOUSE MARTIN    Delichon urbica 
Common migrant in spring and autumn 
 

First Seen 4th Apr           
Last Seen 14th Oct 
 
Significant Counts: West Bexington - 500+ on 28th May, 300+ on 21st Sept and 

1,000 west on 25th Sept. 
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TREE PIPIT     Anthus trivialis 
Uncommon passage migrant mainly in autumn   
 
West Bexington 1 east on 21st Aug, 2 on 27th Aug, 1 on 29th Aug, 1 on 14th Sept 

and 1 on 18th Sept.  
 
Cogden   1 on 26th Aug, 1 on 5th Sept and 2 on 12th Sept. 
 
Probably under-recorded. 

 
Tree Pipit (Cogden 5th September 2013) 
 
MEADOW PIPIT    Anthus pratensis  
Primarily a winter visitor and passage migrant, breeding occasionally 
 

West Bexington 1 pair thought to have bred. 
 
A pair was noted on territory with the male singing and song-flighting from 30th Apr to  
22nd May. A juvenile bird was seen nearby on 24th Jun but this may have been 
coincidental. 
  
Significant Counts: West Bexington - 500+ east 1st Oct. 
   
ROCK PIPIT     Anthus petrosus  
Scarce visitor to the recording area but a common resident to the west of Cogden at 
Burton Bradstock. 
 

West Bexington  Single birds noted on 14th Jan, 25th Jun and 1st Oct.  
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YELLOW WAGTAIL   Motacilla  flava flavissima 
Passage migrant mainly in autumn 
 

First Seen 9th Apr  
Last Seen 10th Oct 
 

Monthly Maxima and Monthly Bird Day Totals West Bexington and Cogden 

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 

   7 1   43 34 1   

   15 2   89 88 1   
 

As usual, the bulk of records were in autumn. Numbers were up overall but there were no 
significant counts in 2013. 
 
GREY WAGTAIL    Motacilla cinerea 
Passage migrant mainly in autumn 
 

No spring records. A total of 35 birds were recorded in September; the maximum day 
count was just 7.  
 

1 on 17th December at West Bexington was an unexpected winter record. 
  
PIED WAGTAIL    Motacilla alba yarellii 
Regular throughout the year, also common autumn migrant 
   

Successfully bred at West Bexington in 2013. 
 

No significant counts in 2013.  
 

WHITE WAGTAIL     Motacilla alba alba 
 

West Bexington Up to 3 lingered around the Mere from 27th to 30th Mar. 2 again 
on 3rd and 4th Apr then 4 from 9th to 15th Apr. 1 from 22nd to 26th 
Apr.    

 

Cogden   2 on 30th Apr. 
 

óAlbaô  WAGTAIL 
 

Passage: Circa. 500 west on 5th Oct.  
 
WREN     Troglodytes troglodytes 
Common breeding Bird at West Bexington and Cogden 
 
 

Successfully bred at West Bexington and Cogden in 2013. 
 
HEDGE ACCENTOR   Prunella modularis  
Common breeding bird at West Bexington and Cogden 
 

Successfully bred at West Bexington and Cogden in 2013.   
 
ROBIN     Erithacus rubecula 
Common breeding bird at West Bexington and Cogden, also common winter visitor 
 

Successfully bred at West Bexington and Cogden in 2013. 
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BLACK REDSTART   Phoenicurus ochruros  
Scarce migrant and winter visitor 
 

West Bexington  2 on 23rd Mar and 1 on 9th Apr. 
 

Just two records; a very poor year. 
 

COMMON REDSTART   Phoenicurus phoenicurus  
Uncommon passage migrant in spring and autumn 
 

West Bexington 2 on 9th Apr, 1 on 18th Apr, 1 on 26th Apr, 1 on 13th Aug, 1 on 
28th Aug, 1 on 8th Sept, 1 on 9th Sept and 1 on 25th Sept. 

 

Cogden 1 on 5th May, 1 on 6th Sept and 1 on 4th Oct.  
 

First Seen 9th Apr  
Last Seen 4th Oct 
 

An average year. 
 
WHINCHAT     Saxicola rubetra 
Passage migrant uncommon in spring, common in autumn   
 

First Seen 27th Apr   
Last Seen 5th Oct 

 

Monthly Maxima and Monthly Bird Day Totals  

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 

   1 1 3  5 16 2   

   1 2 3  29 88 4   
 

A reasonable autumn passage again in 2013.  

 

Whinchat (Cogden 29th August 2013) 
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COMMON STONECHAT   Saxicola torquata 
Widespread, but not common resident. Breeds in small numbers 
 

Breeding confirmed at both West Bexington and Cogden (a minimum of 5 pairs at each 
site). 

 

NORTHERN WHEATEAR   Oenanthe oenanthe 
Common passage migrant in spring and autumn   
 

First Seen 12th Mar     
Last Seen 1st Nov  

 

Monthly Maxima and Monthly Bird Day Totals  

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 

  27 35 11 2  15 22 12 1  

  57 118 21 2  92 77 57 1  

 
Average numbers in both migration periods; down on 2012 but similar to 2011. 
  
Again assumed óGreenlandô Wheatears were noted on passage around the end of March 
and early April. 
 

RING OUZEL    Turdus torquatus 
Scarce migrant 
 

West Bexington  2 from 1st to 3rd Apr, 1 on 4th Apr and 1 on 25th Oct 
 

 Recorded in both spring and autumn this year.  
 

BLACKBIRD     Turdus merula 
Common resident at West Bexington and Cogden. Also common winter visitor 
 

Breeding confirmed at West Bexington and Cogden in 2013. 
 

No significant counts in 2013. 
 

FIELDFARE     Turdus Pilaris 
Uncommon winter visitor although numbers can increase significantly during hard 
weather 
 

West Bexington  500+ birds present on 20th and 21st Jan. 
 
The above represents the only significant count and reflects a hard weather movement 
that took place at that time. No birds we seen in the second winter period.  
 
SONG THRUSH    Turdus philomelos 
Common resident at West Bexington and Cogden. Also common winter visitor 
 
Breeding was confirmed at Cogden and West Bexington.  
 
There were no significant counts; 40 on 24th Jan was the highest day count. 
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REDWING     Turdus iliacus   
Uncommon winter visitor although numbers can increase significantly during hard 
weather 
 

West Bexington  2,000 birds present on 20th Jan reducing to just 200 by  
25th Jan. 

 

As with Fieldfares, the influx on 20th Jan was part of a hard weather movement. Up to 5 
birds recorded at other times of the year.   
 

MISTLE THRUSH    Turdus viscivorus 
Scarce winter visitor (formally a breeding bird) 
 
West Bexington 1 on 20th Jan, 3 on 21st Jan, singles on 23rd Jan, 15th Feb and 

19th Feb. 3 on 23rd Feb, 1 on 2nd Apr, 2 on 5th Apr, 2 on 22nd 
Nov, 2 on 16th Nov, 5 on 30th Nov, 5 on 4th Dec, 2 on 14th Dec 
and 2 on 31st Dec 

 

An above average year for this site. 
 

CETTI`S WARBLER   Cettia cetti 
Uncommon and local resident at West Bexington and Cogden 
 

West Bexington  5 singing males 
Cogden   1 singing male 
 

Two territories down on 2012.  
 

Just one territory at Cogden this year but five at West Bexington. 
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GRASSHOPPER WARBLER  Locustella naevia 
Scarce passage migrant in spring and autumn 
 
West Bexington A reeling bird was seen and heard on 21st Apr. 
 
Cogden 1 seen and heard from 22nd to 28th Apr.  
 

First Seen 21st Apr     
Last Seen 22nd Sept   
 
3 birds were trapped and ringed during the autumn. 
 

 
Grasshopper Warbler (Cogden 26th April 2013 Peter Moore)  
 
SEDGE WARBLER    Acrocephalus schoenobaenus 
Uncommon breeding summer visitor and locally common passage migrant  
 

West Bexington  2 males on territory and breeding confirmed. 
 

Cogden   1 male on territory but breeding not confirmed. 
 

First Seen 10th Apr     
Last Seen 29th Sept 
 
Generally another poor year although breeding was confirmed for West Bexington. 
 
21 birds were trapped and ringed during the autumn. 
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REED WARBLER    Acrocephalus scirpaceus 
Locally common breeding summer visitor and passage migrant  
 

West Bexington  9 singing males but the population is thought to have been in 
the region of 24 territories Breeding confirmed in 2013. 

 

Cogden 8 singing males but the population is estimated to have been in 
the region of 21 territories Breeding not confirmed but 
assumed. 

  
First Seen 23rd Apr 
Last Seen 6th Oct 
 
Numbers dramatically down on 2012 perhaps reflecting the poor breeding season last year 
due to heavy flooding.   
 
100 birds were trapped and ringed during the autumn. 
 
LESSER WHITETHROAT   Sylvia curruca 
Uncommon breeding summer visitor and passage migrant 
  
Up to 4 territories at West Bexington and a similar number at Cogden. Breeding confirmed 
at both sites. 
 
First Seen 21st Apr     
Last Seen 9th Nov 
 
Considered to be fewer birds around than in 2012 (which was down on 2011), a worrying 
trend. 
 
COMMON WHITETHROAT  Sylvia communis 
Common breeding summer visitor and passage migrant 
 

West Bexington  circa. 20 singing males and breeding confirmed in 2013. 
 
Cogden   circa. 15 singing males and breeding confirmed in 2013. 
 

First Seen 16th Apr 
Last Seen 5th Oct 
  
Numbers slightly up on 2012. 
 

GARDEN WARBLER   Sylvia borin 
Uncommon passage migrant 
 

West Bexington    1 singing on 26th April then single birds on 27th Jul, 7th Aug,  
14th Aug, 21st Aug, 22nd Aug and 27th Aug. 3 on 6th Sept and 1 
on 7th Sept. 

 
Cogden 1 singing on 25th Apr. 
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BLACKCAP     Sylvia atricapilla 
Common breeding summer visitor and passage migrant. Uncommon winter visitor 
 

No counts of singing birds, but breeding confirmed at West Bexington in 2013. 
 

First Seen 6th Apr 
Last Seen 9th Oct 

 

Winter records: West Bexington - 2 on 20th Nov and 1 on 30th Nov 
  
Migration:  21 grounded around West Bexington on 12th Sept 
 

COMMON CHIFFCHAFF   Phylloscopus collybita 
Common breeding summer visitor and passage migrant. Uncommon winter visitor 
 

West Bexington  2 singing males and breeding confirmed in 2013 
 

Cogden   2 singing males and breeding confirmed in 2013 
 

First Seen 8th Mar 
Last Seen 11th Oct 
 

Migration: large ófallô on 29th Sept with over 100 birds trapped and ringed 
 

Wintering birds: West Bexington - single birds on 5th Jan, 14th Jan, 25th Jan, 15th Feb, 
and 7th Nov. 3 on 30th Nov then single birds again on 2nd, 3rd, 6th, 
12thand 30th Dec  

 

YELLOW-BROWED WARBLER  Phylloscopus inornatus 
Rare vagrant 
 

West Bexington  One trapped and ringed in the nature reserve on 29th Sept. 
 
This is only the third record for the recording area. See ringing section, page 50. 
 

WILLOW WARBLER   Phylloscopus trochilus 
Common passage migrant   
 

First Seen 9th Apr 
Last Seen 22nd Sept 
 

Breeding: the only record involved a mixed-singing male present in the Cogden SSSI from 
7th May. When the bird first arrived it produced what can only be described as a standard 
Willow Warbler song, however by 29th May most bursts of song had lapsed towards the 
end into a mix of chifs and chafs suggesting Chiffchaff . This mixed singing continued until 
the bird was last heard on 2nd Aug. 
 

The Birds of the Western Palearctic states that: ñé. Songs mixed with those of P. collybita 
are widely reported: comprise (usually) P. collybita-type units followed by P. trochilus song 
of varying lengthé.. Where identity established, mixed singers almost always P. 
trochiluséò 
 

We are fairly certain this bird failed to attract a mate; which is unsurprising given that 
Willow Warbler is not considered a breeding bird here. It is interesting to consider why the 
bird adapted its song after 23 days; perhaps it had simply óacquiredô the phrases from 
Chiffchaffs singing nearby. 
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GOLDCREST    Regulus regulus 
Common resident and winter visitor 
 

West Bexington No breeding records this year although it is assumed that 
breeding will have taken place in suitable areas. 

 
No significant autumn passage. 
 
FIRECREST     Regulus ignicapillus 
Scarce passage migrant mainly in late autumn and occasional winter visitor 
 

West Bexington 1 on 20th Jan, 2 together on several dates in early Feb, 1 on  
5th Mar and 1 on 6th Apr  

 

Cogden   1 on 2nd Jan 
 
No birds recorded in the second winter period. 
 

SPOTTED FLYCATCHER   Muscicapa striata 
Uncommon passage migrant mainly in autumn 
 

First Seen  13th May 
Last Seen 7th Oct 
 

Monthly Maxima and Monthly Bird Day Totals for West Bexington and Cogden 

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 

    5 11  3 5 2   

    10 15  6 15 7   

 
Reasonable numbers in spring but another poor autumn passage this year. 

 
Spotted Flycatcher (West Bexington 6th October 2013) 



 43 

PIED FLYCATCHER   Ficedula hypoleuca 
Scarce passage migrant mainly in autumn 
 

West Bexington  1 on 8th Aug 
 

Just one record this year. 
 
BEARDED TIT     Panurus biarmicus 
Locally frequent winter visitor, mainly to West Bexington 
 

West Bexington Between 2 and 4 birds were present from the beginning of the 
year until 16th Apr. 1 or 2 birds were seen on 30th Sept then up 
to 4 birds until early Nov. A party of 7 birds arrived on 13th Nov 
and were last seen on 24th Nov. 3 birds were seen on 1st Dec 
but there were no records after this date.   

 

With birds staying as late as 16th April, we were again hopeful of a breeding attempt but it 
seems that the habitat is not quite right at this site. 
 
LONG-TAILED TIT     Aegithalos caudatus 
Common resident at both West Bexington and Cogden  
 

Breeding confirmed at both West Bexington and Cogden in 2013. 
 

Feeding parties were regularly seen during the year, the largest being 13 birds on 13th Oct 
at West Bexington. 
 

COAL TIT     Periparus ater 
Uncommon resident at both West Bexington and Cogden  
 

Only recorded in the second winter period. 
 
The species has only been recorded in low numbers for a few years now. 
  
BLUE TIT     Parus caeruleus 
Common resident at both West Bexington and Cogden  
 
Breeding confirmed at West Bexington and Cogden in 2013. 
 
GREAT TIT     Parus major 
Common resident at both West Bexington and Cogden  
 
Breeding confirmed at West Bexington and Cogden in 2013. 
 
NUTHATCH     Sitta europaea 
Scarce visitor  
 

West Bexington  1 on 5th Jul seen and heard calling in the nature reserve. 
 
This local rarity has now been recorded two years running. 
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TREECREEPER    Certhia familiaris  
Scarce winter visitor and sometimes resident 
 

West Bexington  1 on 4th Aug. 
 

JAY      Garrulus glandarius 
Scarce winter visitor and sometimes resident 
 

West Bexington  2 on 22nd May and 2 on 27th Aug. 
 

Cogden 1 or 2 birds were seen regularly in and around the SSSI from 
late Apr to early Jun but it is unclear whether they bred this 
year. Two were again seen on 18th Aug. 

 
MAGPIE     Pica pica 
Common resident at both West Bexington and Cogden  
 

Thought to have bred at West Bexington and Cogden in 2013.  
 
Significant Counts: West Bexington - 20 on 20th Dec. 
 

EURASIAN JACKDAW   Corvus monedula 
Scarce breeding bird and common winter visitor 
 

Bred at West Bexington (minimum of two pairs) in 2013.  
 

No significant counts in 2013. 
 

ROOK     Corvus frugilegus 
Frequent visitor all year, but does not breed within the recording area ( birds seen 
feeding at West Bexington presumably originate from the Puncknowle rookery, but 
birds occasionally seen flying in from the west or the east, pointing to birds from 
further afield) 
 

There were no significant counts in 2013. 
 

CARRION CROW    Corvus corone corone 
Common resident at both West Bexington and Cogden. Breeds in small numbers 
 

Bred at West Bexington (several pairs) and Cogden in 2013. 
 

There were no significant counts in 2013. 
 

COMMON RAVEN    Corvus corvax 
Uncommon visitor to both West Bexington and Cogden  
 

Monthly Maxima and Monthly Bird Day Totals West Bexington and Cogden  

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 

2 4 3 2 2 2 3 10 15 6 3 2 

4 12 5 6 5 2 13 45 33 18 10 11 
 

The bird day total was up on 2012 thanks to a good run of sightings in August/September. 
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COMMON STARLING   Sturnus vulgaris 
Common resident at West Bexington. Also common winter visitor sometimes 
forming large roosts in the reed beds  
 

Breeding was not confirmed at West Bexington in 2013.  
 

No roosts in 2013; the highest count was 250 birds at West Bexington on 3rd Dec.  
 

HOUSE SPARROW   Passer domesticus 
Locally common resident in West Bexington village, but numbers much reduced 
compared to a decade or two before  
 

Bred around West Bexington village in 2013. 
 

Max count: West Bexington - Just 20.  
 
In previous years the area of scrub around the chalets had regularly held a flock of around 
100 birds, but by last winter it had declined to around 20 birds. Some scrub reduction had 
taken place, but not enough to account for such a dramatic decline.  
 

COMMON CHAFFINCH   Fringilla coelebs  
Common resident at West Bexington and Cogden. Also passage migrant 
 

Confirmed breeding at West Bexington and Cogden in 2013. 
 

No significant counts; 50 at West Bexington on 2nd Jan was the highest day count. 
 
SERIN     Serinus serinus  
Rare migrant (summered and may have bred in 2009) 
 
West Bexington One was present in and around the market garden on 20th and 

21st Apr.  

 
Serin (West Bexington 20th April 2013) 
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GREENFINCH    Carduelis chloris  
Common resident and winter visitor at West Bexington and Cogden  
 

Breeding was confirmed at West Bexington and Cogden in 2013. 
     

No significant counts. 
 

GOLDFINCH     Carduelis carduelis  
Common resident and winter visitor at West Bexington and Cogden  
 

Although birds were seen throughout the year, breeding was only confirmed at West 
Bexington. 
 

No significant counts; 30 at West Bexington on 27th Sept was the highest count. 
 

SISKIN     Carduelis spinus 
Uncommon passage migrant 
 

West Bexington 3 on 14th Sept and 12 on 5th Oct.  
 
Probably under recorded on passage.  
 

LINNET     Carduelis cannabina  
Common resident and winter visitor at West Bexington and Cogden  
 

Confirmed breeding at West Bexington and Cogden.  
 

Passage: West Bexington - 100+ east on 1st Oct, 1,000+ east on 24th Oct. 
 

Max count: West Bexington - Circa. 300 on 18th Oct 
 
Two blocks of Quinoa have been planted at West Bexington as part of a stewardship 
scheme. These proved attractive to both wintering Linnets and those on migration. The 
max. count above reflects a mix of the two, with a flock of around 100 remaining in the 
Quinoa fields until year end. 
 
 
COMMON CROSSBILL    Loxia curvirostra  
Uncommon visitor 
 
Cogden Circa. 15 crossbills were seen in the pine belt behind Othona 

on 2nd Aug. They flew off north calling before they could be 
scrutinised, but there was nothing to suggest they were 
anything other than Common Crossbills.  

 

COMMON ROSEFINCH   Erythrina erythrina  
Rare migrant 
 
West Bexington  One trapped and ringed in the nature reserve on 22nd Sept. 
 
This was the first record for the recording area. See ringing section, page 50. 
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COMMON BULLFINCH   Pyrrhula pyrrhula 
Common resident at West Bexington and Cogden  
 

Breeding confirmed at West Bexington and Cogden in 2013.  
 

There were no significant counts. 
 

SNOW BUNTING    Plectrophenax nivalis    
Rare migrant or winter visitor  
 

West Bexington The bird from 2012 remained until 17th March.  
 

 2 birds arrived in off the sea on 17th Nov. By 25th Nov there 
were 4 birds present and on 26th this small flock peaked at 5. 
By 28th the group were down to 4 and on 11th Dec they were 
down to 3. These birds remained until the end of the year. 

  
The extended stay of the bird from 2012 had lasted 137 days. This is the second longest 
wintering record for Dorset following up to 12 birds that remained in the Ferrybridge/Chesil 
area from 16th October 1975 to 5th April 1976. The previous longest stay within the 
recording area was just two days. 
 

We were completely unprepared for a repeat performance later in the year. The first two 
birds remained faithful to a small area of beach and were easy to locate. Once numbers 
had risen the group adopted a flock ómentalityô, were easily disturbed and ranged widely, 
even visiting Cogden on occasions. However, it was gratifying that the remnants of this 
group comprising a male and two females remained into 2014. 

 
Snow Bunting (West Bexington 31st January 2013) 
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YELLOWHAMMER    Emberiza citrinella 
Common resident and winter visitor at West Bexington and Cogden  
 

Breeding confirmed at West Bexington and Cogden in 2013.  
 

Max count: West Bexington - 11 on 19th March 
 

REED BUNTING    Emberiza schoeniclus 
Locally common resident at West Bexington and Cogden  
 
West Bexington  3 territories  and confirmed breeding. 
Cogden   3 territories. 
 
Slightly down on recent years. 
 

CORN BUNTING    Emberiza calandra 
Uncommon visitor 
 
West Bexington  A 1st winter bird from 6th to 9th Oct.  
 
This bird was loosely associating with Linnets in the Quinoa fields. 

 
Corn Bunting (West Bexington 8th October 2013) 
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ESCAPEES AND UNESTABLISHED FERAL BIRDS 
 
Barnacle Goose (One with Canada Geese on the 1st Oct was considered an escape). 
 
Bar-headed Goose (A presumed pair around West Bexington with Canada Geese on 29th 
and 30th Sept). 
 
Domestic Duck/Mallard Hybrid (two during the winter months). 
 
Feral Pigeon (also Racing Pigeon either lost or resting). 
 
Eagle Owl (a óBengalô Eagle Owl escaped from an aviary at Abbotsbury and is thought to 
have been this bird). 

 
Bar-headed Geese (West Bexington 30th September 2013) 
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RINGING AT WEST BEXINGTON 
 

Ringing continued at West Bexington DWT Reserve in 2013 to monitor bird movement 
along the south coast during periods of peak migration. 
 

From 2nd June until 6th October, 1,390 birds of 35 species were trapped. Highlights 
included a Yellow-browed Warbler and a Common Rosefinch 
 

Totals courtesy of Neil Croton and Simone Webber  
                      Retraps/ 
 Full grown  Pulli   Recoveries    Total 

Sparrowhawk 2 0 0 2 

Sand Martin 23 0 0 23 

Swallow 619 0 0 619 

House Martin 44 0 0 44 

Meadow Pipit 22 0 0 22 

Pied/White Wagtail 1 0 0 1 

Wren 15 0 5 20 

Dunnock 16 0 3 19 

Robin 12 0 3 15 

Whinchat 2 0 0 2 

Blackbird 6 0 1 7 

Song Thrush 1 0 0 1 

Cetti's Warbler 10 1 12 23 

Grasshopper Warbler 3 0 0 3 

Sedge Warbler 21 0 1 22 

Reed Warbler 100 0 18 118 

Lesser Whitethroat 3 0 0 3 

Whitethroat 24 0 2 26 

Garden Warbler 1 0 0 1 

Blackcap 67 0 0 67 

Yellow-browed Warbler 1 0 0 1 

Chiffchaff 250 0 6 256 

Willow Warbler 27 0 0 27 

Goldcrest 3 0 0 3 

Bearded Tit 7 0 0 7 

Long-tailed Tit 4 0 1 5 

Blue Tit 19 0 5 24 

Great Tit 8 0 2 10 

Chaffinch 1 0 0 1 

Greenfinch 1 0 0 1 

Goldfinch 2 0 0 2 

Linnet 4 0 0 4 

Common Rosefinch 1 0 0 1 

Bullfinch 1 0 0 1 

Reed Bunting 8 0 1 9 

Total:  1,329 1 60 1,390 
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Ringing History 2009 - 2013 

 
Ten most frequently caught species 2009-2013 
 
Swallow   953 
Reed Warbler  890 
Sedge Warbler  608 
Chiffchaff   567 
Willow Warbler  328 
Whitethroat   241 
Blackcap   233 
Blue Tit   178 
Dunnock   107 
Sand Martin   104 
 
Ten least frequently caught species 2009-2013  
 
Starling       2 
Yellowhammer      2 
Tree Pipit       1 
Bluethroat       1 
Yellow-browed Warbler     1 
Firecrest       1 
Spotted Flycatcher          1 
Treecreeper       1 
Common Rosefinch          1 
Corn Bunting          1 
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Common Rosefinch (West Bexington 22nd September 2013)  

 
Yellow-browed Warbler (West Bexington 29th September 2013) 
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Colour Ringed Gulls 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clockwise from top left: 
 
A4MY - Great Black-backed Gull (Black on white) 
 

This bird was seen at West Bexington in 2010 (see report for that year). Itôs good to see 
that it is still doing well. 
 
60C - Great Black-backed Gull (Orange on Blue) 
 

Ringed at Trouville-sur-Mer, Calvados, France on 29th Aug 2008.  
It was subsequently seen at Weymouth on 15th Nov 2008, back at Trouville-sur-Mer on  
9th May 2009, Guernsey on 18th Feb 2010, West Bexington 4th Aug 2013 and back on 
Guernsey on 26th Aug 2013. 
 
9HS2 - Herring Gull (Black on White) 
 

Ringed at Chouet Landfill, Guernsey on 25th May 2013.  
It was subsequently seen at Burhou, Alderney on 12th July 2013 and then at West 
Bexington on 2nd Aug 2013.  
 
P:34A - Great Black-backed Gull  (Red on White) 
 

First ringed as a pulli on 27/06/2012 at the outer breakwater of Portland Harbour.  
It was subsequently seen at West Bexington on 15th July 2013. 
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Colour Marked Ducks (With ring or Nasal Saddle) 
 
BV= Tufted Duck (Nasal Saddle - Black on Sky Blue) 
 
Fitted at Saint-Philbertïde-Grand-Lieu, Loire-Atlantique on 12th Dec 2012.  
Subsequently seen at West Bexington from 27th to 29th Mar at least. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Colour Ringed Waders 
 
Stone Curlew  

 
 
 
 
Right leg  
Sky blue above the ókneeô red over white below  
 
This bird was ringed as a chick near Upavon in 
Wiltshire in 2008. It was subsequently seen at 
Collingbourne Kingston, Wiltshire in 2009, near 
Tidworth, Wiltshire in 2009 and 2010 and then at West 
Bexington 6th to 9th Apr 2013 
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ARRIVAL AND DEPARTURE DATES FOR COMMON MIGRANTS ï WEST BEXINGTON AND COGDEN 
 

 

SPECIES

Earliest 

First Seen

Latest      

Last Seen

First Seen    

Last Seen

First Seen    

Last Seen

First Seen    

Last Seen

1981-1990 1991-2000 2001-2010 1981-1990 1991-2000 2001-2010 1981-2010 1981-2010 2011 2012 2013

Spring 23-Apr 17-Apr 29-Mar 18-Mar 13-May 15-Mar 20-Mar

Autumn 17-Sep 22-Sep 02-Oct 27-Nov 29-Sep 23-Oct 02-Oct

Spring 19-May 05-May 28-Apr 20-Apr 26-Apr 05-May Ƶ

Autumn Ƶ Ƶ Ƶ Ƶ Ƶ Ƶ Ƶ

Spring 07-May 04-May 28-Apr 20-Apr 24-Apr 26-Apr 24-Apr

Autumn 02-Aug 30-Aug 18-Aug 16-Sep 18-Aug 21-Aug 21-Aug

Spring 18-Apr 27-Mar 22-Mar 02-Mar 15-Mar 15-Mar 10-Mar

Autumn 09-Sep 23-Sep 26-Sep 12-Oct 29-Sep 30-Nov 05-Oct

Spring 15-Apr 08-Apr 28-Mar 19-Mar 23-Mar 21-Mar 23-Mar

Autumn 15-Oct 04-Nov 06-Nov 01-Dec 03-Nov 27-Nov 19-Oct

Spring 02-May 22-Apr 20-Apr 02-Mar 02-Apr 04-Apr 04-Apr

Autumn 06-Oct 23-Sep 17-Oct 26-Nov 14-Oct 27-Oct 14-Oct

Spring 01-May 27-Apr 23-Apr 13-Apr 30-Mar 01-May 09-Apr

Autumn 13-Sep 17-Sep 15-Sep 28-Oct 30-Sep 22-Sep 23-Sep

Spring 22-Apr 20-Apr 13-Apr 01-Apr 10-Apr 29-Mar 09-Apr

Autumn 14-Sep 16-Sep 26-Sep 24-Oct 02-Sep 03-Oct 04-Oct

Spring 02-May 28-Apr 27-Apr 15-Apr 30-Apr 28-Apr 27-Apr

Autumn 02-Oct 10-Oct 14-Oct 07-Nov 04-Oct 24-Oct 05-Oct

Spring 29-Mar 22-Mar 11-Mar 05-Mar 14-Mar 15-Mar 12-Mar

Autumn 28-Sep 12-Oct 14-Oct 11-Nov 14-Nov 26-Oct 01-Nov

Spring 30-Apr 29-Apr 20-Apr 12-Apr 14-Apr 01-May 21-Apr

Autumn Ƶ Ƶ Ƶ 13-Oct 22-Aug 26-Aug 21-Sep

Spring 03-May 30-Apr 18-Apr 15-Apr 03-Apr 20-Apr 10-Apr

Autumn 11-Sep 14-Sep 22-Sep 04-Nov 29-Sep 19-Sep 29-Sep

Spring 05-May 23-Apr 17-Apr 08-Apr 13-Apr 16-Apr 23-Apr

Autumn 26-Aug 13-Sep 19-Sep 01-Oct 31-Aug 22-Sep 06-Oct

Spring 28-Apr 29-Apr 20-Apr 13-Apr 09-Apr 24-Apr 21-Apr

Autumn 05-Sep 12-Sep 22-Sep 18-Oct 10-Sep 13-Sep 29-Nov

Spring 28-Apr 23-Apr 15-Apr 08-Apr 06-Apr 14-Apr 16-Apr

Autumn 12-Sep 19-Sep 24-Sep 10-Oct 12-Nov 08-Oct 05-Oct

Spring 25-Apr 15-Apr 01-Apr 17-Mar 29-Mar 22-Mar 06-Apr

Autumn 22-Sep 11-Oct 21-Oct 31-Oct 20-Oct 28-Oct 09-Oct

Spring 02-Apr 22-Mar 13-Mar 11-Mar 14-Mar 14-Mar 11-Mar

Autumn 13-Sep 09-Oct 24-Oct 03-Nov 28-Oct 27-Oct 08-Oct

Spring 22-Apr 10-Apr 31-Mar 10-Mar 26-Mar 28-Mar 09-Apr

Autumn 09-Sep 10-Sep 16-Sep 29-Sep 16-Sep 19-Sep 22-Sep

Spring 10-May 10-May 09-May 22-Apr 11-May 04-May 13-May

Autumn 13-Sep 18-Sep 21-Sep 12-Oct 04-Oct 19-Sep 06-Oct

*** Blackcap and Chiffchaff dates complicated by wintering birds from the continent

Average Last Seen Dates

By Decade

Yellow Wagtail

Common Redstart

Average First Seen Dates 

By Decade

Swift

Sand Martin

Swallow

Sandwich Tern

Whinchat

Northern Wheatear

Grasshopper Warbler

Cuckoo

House Martin

Sedge Warbler

Reed Warbler

Blackcap  ***

Chiffchaff ***

Willow Warbler

Spotted Flycatcher

Lesser Whitethroat

Whitethroat



SYSTEMATIC LIST (BOU Order) - 266 FULL SPECIES 
 

 

BBRC RARITY DORSET RARITY DORSET SCARCITY 

M ute Swan Bittern Spotted Redshank Wryneck Rose-coloured Starling

Bewick's Swan Night Heron Greenshank Green Woodpecker Dipper 

Whooper Swan Cattle Egret Lesser Yellowlegs Great Spotted Woodpecker Ring Ouzel 

Tundra Bean Goose Little Egret Wood Sandpiper Kestrel Blackbird 

White-fronted Goose Great White Egret Redshank M erlin Fieldfare 

Greylag Goose Grey Heron Jack Snipe Hobby Song Thrush 

Canada Goose Purple Heron Woodcock Peregrine Redwing 

Barnacle Goose Glossy Ibis Snipe Golden Oriole M istle Thrush 

Brent Goose Spoonbill Pomarine Skua Red-backed Shrike Spotted Flycatcher 

Egyptian Goose Little Grebe Arctic Skua Great Grey Shrike Robin 

Ruddy Shelduck Great Crested Grebe Long-tailed Skua Woodchat Shrike Nightingale 

Shelduck Red-necked Grebe Great Skua M agpie Bluethroat 

M andarin Duck Slavonian Grebe Puffin Jay Pied Flycatcher 

Wigeon Black-necked Grebe Black Guillemot Jackdaw Black Redstart 

American Wigeon Honey Buzzard Razorbill Rook Redstart 

Gadwall Black Kite Little Auk Carrion Crow Whinchat 

Teal Red Kite Guillemot Raven Stonechat 

M allard M arsh Harrier Little Tern Goldcrest Wheatear 

Pintail Hen Harrier Gull-billed Tern Firecrest Dunnock

Garganey M ontagu's Harrier Caspian Tern Blue Tit House Sparrow 

Shoveler Sparrowhawk Black Tern Great Tit Tree Sparrow 

Red-crested Pochard Buzzard Sandwich Tern Coal Tit Yellow Wagtail 

Pochard Osprey Forster's Tern Willow Tit Grey Wagtail 

Ferruginous Duck Water Rail Common Tern M arsh Tit Pied Wagtail 

Tufted Duck Corncrake Roseate Tern Bearded Tit Richard's Pipit 

Scaup M oorhen Arctic Tern Woodlark Tawny Pipit 

Eider Coot Sabine's Gull Skylark Tree Pipit 

Long-tailed Duck Common Crane Kittiwake Sand M artin M eadow Pipit 

Common Scoter Stone Curlew Black-headed Gull Swallow Rock Pipit 

Surf Scoter Black-winged Stilt Little Gull House M artin Water Pipit 

Velvet Scoter Avocet Laughing Gull Red-rumped Swallow Brambling 

Bufflehead Oystercatcher M editerranean Gull Cetti's Warbler Chaffinch 

Goldeneye Golden Plover Common Gull Long-tailed Tit Hawfinch 

Smew Grey Plover Ring-billed Gull Yellow-browed Warbler Common Rosefinch

Red-breasted M erganser Lapwing Lesser Black-backed Gull Dusky Warbler Bullfinch 

Goosander Little Ringed Plover Herring Gull Wood Warbler Greenfinch 

Ruddy Duck Ringed Plover Yellow-legged Gull Chiffchaff Linnet 

Red-legged Partridge Kentish Plover Iceland Gull Willow Warbler Twite 

Grey Partridge Whimbrel Glaucous Gull Blackcap Lesser Redpoll 

Quail Curlew Great Black-backed Gull Garden Warbler Common Crossbill 

Pheasant Black-tailed Godwit Stock Dove Barred Warbler Goldfinch 

Red-throated Diver Bar-tailed Godwit Woodpigeon Lesser Whitethroat Serin 

Black-throated Diver Turnstone Collared Dove Common Whitethroat Siskin 

Great Northern Diver Knot Turtle Dove Dartford Warbler Snow Bunting 

Fulmar Ruff Cuckoo Sardinian Warbler Lapland Bunting

Cory's Shearwater Curlew Sandpiper Barn Owl Grasshopper Warbler Yellowhammer 

Sooty Shearwater Temminck's Stint Little Owl Aquatic Warbler Cirl Bunting 

M anx Shearwater Sanderling Tawny Owl Sedge Warbler Ortolan Bunting 

Balearic Shearwater Dunlin Long-eared Owl Reed Warbler Reed Bunting 

Storm Petrel Purple Sandpiper Short-eared Owl Great Reed Warbler Corn Bunting

Leach's Petrel Little Stint Nightjar Nuthatch 

Gannet Grey Phalarope Swift Treecreeper 

Cormorant Common Sandpiper Hoopoe Wren 

Shag Green Sandpiper Kingfisher Starling 
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STONE CURLEWS ï SPRING 2013 

 
Stone Curlew     Stone Curlew 
(Cogden 3rd April 2013)    (West Bexington 6th April 2013) 
 
On Wednesday 3rd April Alan and I flushed a Stone Curlew from the coastal path at 
Cogden. It was an exciting moment as we both knew it was the first record for the 
recording area. The bird flew up into one of the National Trust fields and from there flew 
again disappearing to the east. At the time we considered it a one-off and thought that the 
bird had probably dropped in to rest during its northerly migration. However, just three 
days later Alan found two Stone Curlews at West Bexington in a sheep field to the west of 
the Mere. Almost simultaneously, Dave Foot found at least five Stone Curlews further east 
along the Fleet near Butterstreet Cove.  Clearly something untoward was happening.  
 
Neil Croton suggested that we submit our sightings to the RSPBôs Stone Curlew Project. 
We had noticed that both the birds at West Bexington were colour ringed and we had 
managed to get the exact colour combination and a picture of one bird, but only got part of 
the combination of the other. We sent off what we had and received the following replies: 
 
Hi Mike, 
 
Thanks for sending these through, we get hardly any colour ring re-sightings outside the 
breeding areas so it's always interesting to hear of them. Bird 1 (the bird pictured) will also 
have a BTO ring below the knee on the left. It was ringed as a chick near Upavon in 
Wiltshire in 2008. It has since been recorded during the breeding season (although not 
breeding) in 2009 near Collingbourne Kingston, and at an autumn roost near Tidworth in 
2009 and 2010. It wasn't seen in 2011. Have copied in Nick Tomalin who is now the stone-
curlew project manager and will be able to tell you if it was recorded last summer. 
 
Bird 2 is not so straightforward. If you'd like to take a stab at which colour combination you 
think it might be, Nick or I could try to work out which bird it is. 
 
Best wishes 
 
Andrew Taylor 
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Dear Mike 

Thanks for reporting the rings. As Andrew says itôs an interesting record and typical of this 
season that so many migrants seem to be staying on the coast.  

I can confirm that the bird Andrew mentions was not seen again in 2012. Weôll keep an 
eye open for it up here once they head north, but if you have any more info on the second 
bird or any others Iôd be very grateful. 

Thanks again, 

Nick Tomalin 

The birds remained for three more days and we were able to make further attempts to note 
the ring combination of the second bird, but although we got close we failed to get an 
exact match. However, it is highly likely that both birds were ringed through the same 
scheme and were from the same area. They might even have been a pair as when asked 
Andrew stated that: 
 
 ñ.. .pairs do often seem to turn up at their breeding sites together so I don't think it's out of 
the question. As I said, there's surprisingly little information on their movements outside 
the breeding season, considering such a high proportion of the population (c60%) is colour 
ringedé.ò.  
 
Andrew 
 
James Phillips from Natural England provided this insight into what had been happening: 

 

ñé. Heard back from RSPB contacts today regarding stone curlews and how they are 
faring in this cold weather as they arrive back on their breeding grounds. 
Pretty grim, RSPB have started to check territories across Southern England and East 
Anglia as part of the start of the 2013 field season and in the last 2 weeks 5 birds have 
been found dead. All were found in an emaciated state and starvation is seen as the likely 
cause. PMs are being carried out to confirm this. But such an occurrence is 
unprecedented, so really up against it.....areas with cattle/livestock with invertebrates really 
are key at the moment, also with external manure heaps now being so strictly controlled, a 
past favoured feeding area has become less available to them this year - so this might 
also be impacting on birds in the conditions we currently haveé.ò. 
 
As it happened, our Stone Curlews spent their time either in the meadow with the sheep or 
in a recently manured field nearby. Both would have provided the invertebrates the birds 
needed for survival.  
 
Itôs unclear whether the birds arrived at the coast and stalled; sensing that conditions 
would not be right to continue or, as seems more likely, whether they arrived back on their 
breeding grounds to find the ground frozen and being unable to feed underwent a ócold 
weatherô movement back to the coast. The dates supports this idea as Stone Curlews are 
usually back on their breeding grounds at the beginning of March and as Jamesô note 
states, some birds that had arrived and lingered there had perished from starvation.    
 
Post script. Bird 1 was not seen on the breeding grounds in 2013, but of course this does 
not mean it didnôt get there. 
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CASPIAN TERN - WEST BEXINGTON 11th - 12th JUNE 2013 
 
On 11th June I had delayed leaving for the patch until some early morning rain had 
cleared. While I was waiting I had a message to say that Dave Chown had briefly seen a 
Caspian Tern at Radipole Lake RSPB reserve Weymouth. Radipole is around 10 miles 
east of West Bexington (nearer 15 around the coast) and Dave hadnôt seen which way the 
tern had flown. Additionally, the tern friendly Fleet lagoon lies between the two sites and so 
I had no real expectation that it would fly our way or even reach us. However, I still thought 
it worthwhile keeping an eye on the seaé.just in case. The first hour was uneventful as I 
covered the coastal path to the east of the village, which has the benefit of having the sea 
in view along its entire length. I then went west along the seaward edge of the reserve. 
Here you have to climb the shingle bank to get a view of the sea and this I did a couple of 
times. On the second trip up the bank I scanned the beach and there, sat right in front of 
me, was the Caspian Tern. I took a couple of record shots with my camera and then tried 
and failed to reach Alan who I knew was on his way. As luck would have it, Alan had just 
arrived in the seafront car park and seeing me waving franticly broke into run. He arrived 
just as the tern left the beach and started feeding over a small pool in the centre of the 
reserve reed bed. After watching the bird for a short while we started to get the news out to 
local birders and the pager services. A steady stream of birders arrived and the bird was 
seen well until dusk. The bird was present again early the next morning, once more 
roosting on the beach with a few gulls.  We watched it throughout the morning and again it 
was seen by visiting birders well into the evening. It had departed by the morning of  
the 13th.  

 
 
Caspian Tern (West Bexington 11th June 2013) 
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REPTILES 
 

Four species of reptile were recorded  
 

Adder (Vipera berus) - Noted from 5th March but with only 46 individual sightings.  
Grass Snake (Natrix natrix) - Noted just once on 30th April.  
Common Lizard (Zootoca vivipara) - Noted on 16th May. Just one sighting this year. 
Slow Worm (Anguis fragilis) - Noted on several dates.  

 
Adder (Cogden 6th June 2013) 
 
AMPHIBIANS  
 

Common Frog One seen at West Bexington  
Marsh Frog    Breeding freely in both West Bexington and Cogden reed beds. 
Great Crested Newt  Found in most suitable ponds.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Common Frog 
(West Bexington 
26th June 2013) 



 61 

BUTTERFLIES AND DAY FLYING MOTHS 
 
Butterflies noted with first seen dates 
 
Small Tortoiseshell Aglais vrticae April 20th  
Peacock Inachis io April 20th 
Small White Pieris rapae April 20th  
Comma Polygonia c-album April 21st  
Speckled Wood Pararge aegeria April 26th   
Orange Tip Anthocharis eardamines May 5th  
Green-veined White pieris napi May 29th  
Small Heath Coenonympha pamphilus May 29th  
Dingy Skipper Erynnis tages May 29th  
Painted Lady Vanessa cardui May 29th  
Holly Blue Celastrina argiolus May 30th  
Common Blue Polyommata icarus May 31st   
Wall Lasiommata megera June 1st   
Meadow Brown Maniola jurtina June 22nd  
Large Skipper Ochlodes venata June 24th  
Large White Pieris brassicae June 29th  
Marbled White Melanargia galathea July 4th  
Small Skipper Thymelicus sylvestris July 7th  
Ringlet Aphantopus hyperantus July 7th  
Gatekeeper Pyronia tithonus July 11th  
Small Copper Lycaena phlaeas August 8th  
Red Admiral Vanessa atalanta August 8th  
Brimstone Gonnepteryx rhamni August 9th  
Clouded Yellow Colias croceus August 9th  
Silver-washed Fritillary  Argynnis paphia August 13th  
Clouded Yellow Colias croceus f. helice August 13th  
Silver-washed Fritillary  Argynnis paphia f. valesina August 13th  
Brown Argus Arcia agestis August 16th  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Brimstone  
(West Bexington 28th August 2013) 
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Day flying or roosting moths (in no particular order) included: 
 
 
Hebrew Character  Blackneck  Lunar Underwing 
Early Tooth-striped  Common Emerald  Mallow 
Magpie  Muslin Footman  Angle Shades 
Ruby Tiger  Shaded Broad-bar Common Marbled Carpet 
Brimstone Moth  Bordered Beauty Green-brindled Crescent 
Knot Grass  Scarlet Tiger Feathered Thorn 
Blood-vein  Lime-speck Pug  December Moth 
Silver-Y  Orange Swift  Shaded Broad-bar 
White Ermine  Yellow-tail Bordered Beauty 
Light Emerald  Small Dusty Wave Convolvulus Hawkmoth 

Brussels Lac  Snout  Setaceous Hebrew Character 
Riband Wave  Rosy Rustic Canary-shouldered Thorn 
Single-dotted Wave  Six-spot Burnet Jersey Tiger Moth 
 
A moth trap is also regularly operated within the recording area; however the records are 
reported elsewhere. 
       

 
    
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Convolvulus Hawkmoth  
(West Bexington 23rd October 2013)  
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DRAGONFLIES AND DAMSELFLIES 
 
Dragonflies and Damselflies recorded with first seen dates 
 
Large Red Damselfly Pyrrhossoma nymphula May 18th  
Broad-bodied Chaser Libellula depressa June 6th  
Black-tailed Skimmer Orthetrum cancellatum June 26th  
Emperor Dragonfly Anax imperator June 26th  
Common Blue Damselfly Enallagma cyathigerum June 26th  
Azure Damselfly Coenagrion puella June 26th  
Blue-tailed Damselfly Ischnura elegans June 26th  
Banded Demoiselle Calopteryx splendens July 8th  
Red-Veined Darter Sympetrum fonscolombii July 10th  
Common Darter Sympetrum striolatum July 14th  
Golden Ringed Dragonfly Cordulegaster boltonii July 14th  
Southern Hawker Aeshna cyanea July 21st  
Migrant Hawker Aeshna mixta August 29th  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Golden Ringed 
Dragonfly  
 
(West Bexington 
10th July 2013 
Cliff Rogers)  
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ORCHIDS 
 
Nine species of Orchid were recorded in 2013.  
 

First Noted 
 

Early Purple Orchid   Orchis mascula   April 29th  
Green-veined Orchid  Orchis moriu    May 7th   
Marsh Orchid   Dactylorhiza majalis   May 11th  
Greater Butterfly Orchid  Platanthera ehlorantha  May 23rd  
Bee Orchid    Ophrys apifera   June 9th  
Pyramidal Orchid   Anacamptis pyramidalis  June 24th  
Greater Twayblade   Listera ovata    June 29th  
Marsh Helleborine   Epipactis palustris   June 30th  
Autumn Ladies Tresses  Spiranthes Spiralis   August 31st  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Autumn Ladies Tresses (Cogden 2nd September 2013)



MAMMALS 
 

Brown Hare    Breeding in small numbers at West Bexington but reducing. 
Red Fox    A number of sighting and probably bred. 
Water Vole    Just one or two records this year. 
Rabbit    Very common. 
Stoat     1 on 28th April. 
Roe Deer    Breeding in small numbers. 
Polecat (or hybrid)  1 found dead. 
Harbour Porpoise   1 or 2 on 30th April. 
Bottlenose Dolphin  Circa. 7 on 9th July.  
Grey Seal          Large bull west very close to shore on 12th July. 
Dormouse    At least 4 seen together in the nature reserve. 
Noctule Bat    2 in nature reserve on 23rd July (identified by bat detector). 
Seratine Bat   1 in nature reserve on 23rd July (identified by bat detector). 
Bat Sp.    1 in off the sea at 9.50am on 3rd September. See below. 
 

The bat species that came in off the sea in broad daylight was a real surprise.  It didnôt 
linger but flew strongly on inland. Coincidentally, Paul Harris had had a similar experience 
two days earlier at Abbotsbury. The bat he saw also arrive at 9.50am. Paul made contact 
with Norfolk Ecologist Richard Moores who commented as followsé. 
 

Hi Paul, Many thanks for taking the time to email me with your sighting! This is the first 
email I've received from someone on the south coast (I have had reports of around 12 bats 
in total coming in-off in Norfolk the previous weekend). éé.As regards species; it's 
obviously difficult for me to say. Most of the bats in Norfolk have been Nathusius' 
Pipistrelle and this is what yours, and Mikes, may have been. This is one of the most 
migratory bat species in Europe with many departing northeast Europe to winter in 
southwest Europe. However, whilst I would expect this species in Norfolk, it is perhaps 
less expected coming in-off in Dorset!  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Red Fox  
(West Bexington  
16th July 2013) 



 

 
Water Vole (West Bexington 29th August 2013) 
 
 

 
Grey Seal (West Bexington 12th July 2013) 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 


