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REVIEW OF THE YEAR

January

As was the case in 2014, the year started with a Great Skua on the 1%%; a Jack Snipe was

seen the following day. 3 Cirl Buntings were discovered on the 7™, but had likely been

present from the beginning of the year, they were to stay all month. A’ 6 Gr eenl andd W
fronted Goose was found on the 9™"; it was to be seen intermittently until the 16™. Another

Jack Snipe was seen on the 19" and 20 Red-throated Divers were noted on the 22"9; the

highest count of the year. A Short-eared Owl was also seen on the 22,

February

The 3 Cirl Buntings were still present on the 15t and remained all month. A Jack Snipe was
seen again on the 3 and a Slavonian Grebe on the 10". 2 Greylag Geese flying east on
the 11" may well have been wild birds, as could the 45 Barnacle Geese that flew through
the following day. The Slavonian Grebe (or perhaps another) was seen again on the 12,
a Jack Snipe on the 15™ and the first Firecrest of the year on the 25,

March

3 Cirl Buntings were present at the beginning of the month, but only 2 (a pair) from the 4;
they were seen throughout March. A Jack Snipe was also seen again on the 15. The first
Black Redstart of the year was seen on the 121" with another on the 18,

A Goosander flew through on the 15" and 2 distant Grebes seen on the 17" were
probably Slavonian. Two Red Kites lingered on the 22", a Jack Snipe was seen again on
the 24" and another Black Redstart was seen on the 25™,

April

The pair of Cirl Buntings were still present on the 1%t and were seen most days up until the

29™ put not after. Two Rock Pipits also on the 15t were thought to be of the Scandinavian

form littoralis. A single Jack Snipe was seen on the 2" but 2 were noted on the 6. A

smart male Pied Flycatcher was found onthe 9", but di dnoét | inger. 2 F
on the 10" and 1 on the 13™. The first Cuckoo of the year was heard on the 14" and the

last Jack Snipe of the first winter period was seen on the 15". The 16" proved a busy day

with a very smart Hoopoe, a Black Redstart, 3 male Common Redstarts and a loose group

of 5 Red Kites. Another Red Kite was seenonthe21*and both a ¢éreelingb
Warbler and a Common Sandpiper were seen on the 23". A Cuckoo was again heard on

the 26! and another Common Redstart was seen on the 29",

May

An Arctic Skua that flew east on the 39 was more or less expected, the singing male Wood
Warbler that spent the day at Cogden was not. A Turtle Dove was seen all too briefly on
the 5™, a Marsh Harrier was noted on the 8" and a Great Skua flew through on the 9. A
Hobby was seen well on the 10" unlike the Bluethroat that was very elusive on the 17t
and was only seen once after the initial sighting. A late Great Northern Diver was seen on
the 24" and yet another Red Kite was seen on the 28™.



June

A storm on the 2" brought a very showy Pomarine Skua onto the beach and a fly through
StormPetrel. The r ecor di ng -eater was beard &nd then seerBaeleon the 3™
and an Artic Skua was noted on the 4. More Red Kites were seen on the 9" and 10™
with a Cuckoo heard on the 11" and a Hobby present on the 11t and 12™. 3 Cuckoos on
the 16" were a great find and probably on their way out of the country. 2 Cuckoos were
still present the following day but the highlight was another Bee-eater again heard and
seen flying through west. 1 Cuckoo remained on the 17™ and a Hobby was seen on the
29t

July

Yellow-legged Gulls feature in July with an adult on the 7t and 1 or more juveniles from
the 215! to the 23'. Two, locally scarce, Turnstones flew east on the 25" and another
Yellow-legged Gull was seen on the 28™. A Marsh Harrier was seen on the 30" as was a
group of 7 Common Sandpipers. A Grasshopper Warbler, a Green Sandpiper and a
Kingfisher were all noted on the 315,

August

The 11™ provided the highlight of the year when a Black Stork was located at West

Bexington early evening. It roosted in the nature reserve overnight and showed well early

the following morning. More quality was soon to follow with a Turtle Dove on the 12" and a

Stone Curlew on the 13™". A Green Sandpiper was found on the 14" and a Common

Redstart on the 15", 7 or 8 Balearic Shearwaters were noted onthe 18"and t he aut unm
first Wryneck on the 19", A Hobby was seen on the 25", both a Green and 2 Wood

Sandpipers were seen on the 26™ and two more Balearic Shearwaters and a Greenshank

on the 27". An Ortolan Bunting was an excellent find on the 30" and an Osprey flew

through on the same date.

September

Passerine movement really got underway in September with different Common Redstarts
on the 3 and 4™ and the first Siskins through. Siskins were to be a feature of the month
with 1,350 noted; peaking at 355 on the 7. A Nightjar was found freshly dead on the 6%
and a Marsh Harrier was seen on the 8™. 6 Balearic Shearwater lingering on the 10" had
increased to 9 the following day. 2 Merlins were seen hunting together on the 14" and a
Common Redstart on the 15". A Wryneck was found on the 18" and yet another Common
Redstart was present on the 19™.

October

A Bittern discovered on the 3™ was the first record for over 60 years; a Hobby was seen on
the same date and a Firecrest the following day. A male Dartford Warbler was seen on the
12™ a Red Kite on the 13" and 14" and a different Dartford Warbler also on the 14™. The
first returning Jack Snipe was seen on the 15", a Hen Harrier on the 16™ and a Marsh
Harrier on the 17" and 19™. A Merlin was found on the 215t and another Hen Harrier was
present on the 23 and 24™. A Firecrest was seen on the 27" with Black Redstart,
Firecrest, Marsh Tit, Short-eared Owl and Woodcock all recorded on the 315t

November

2 Bearded Tits were recorded on the 15t and 2" but not after. A Black Redstart and a

Great Northern Diver were also seen on the 2", Jack Snipes were noted from the 3™ with

at least 2 present on the 22", A Short-eared Owl was seenonthe23@and t he year 0:
Red-breasted Merganser on the 24™. A Firecrest was seen on the last day of the month.



December

The Firecrest was still present on the 15t. 2 Woodcocks were found on the 3, a Short-
eared Owl on the 4", a Great Skua on the 5" and another Short-eared Owl on the 6. A
Grey Phalarope arrived onthe 24"and stayed until the end
was seen briefly during stormy weather on the 26" and a Little Gull was seen on the last
day of the year.

2015 Statistics
171 full species were recorded in 2015 along with 2 or 3 sub-species.
Two new species were added - Bee-eater on 3™ June and Black Stork on 11" August.

The recording area species total (BOU British List) now stands at 269.

Number of Species Recorded by Year

200

175

150

125

100

2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015

of

t

f



Raven (West Bexington 24" March 2015)



SPECIES ACCOUNTS

Common Wildfowl Monthly Maxima at West Bexington (Adults Only

Jan | Feb | Mar | Apr [ May | Jun |Jul | Aug | Sep | Oct | Nov | Dec

Mute 1 5 | 2 | 3| a| 3|6 ]| 3|7 |19|3]| 6] s
Swan
Canada 55 | 19 | 1 | 8 | 30| 38|50 | 5 |16 | 30| 10 | 74
Goose
Brent 27 | 6 2 1|1
Goose
Shelduck 0 1 4y | 5 | 5 | 2| 2| 2]1 1| 1
Wigeon 6 | 6 | 3 1|8 s
Gadwall 23 | 24 | 25 | 2 7 | 4
Teal 130 | 30 | 28 | 22 11 | 2 40 | 76
Mallard 60 | 40 | 15 | 16 | 10 | 12 | 10 | 17 | 52 | 12 | 80 | 80
Pintail 5
Shoveler | o6 | 55 | 36 | 3 22 | 72
Pochard 1
Tuted 34 |16 |12 5|6 | 4|11 2 | 4 | 6
Duck

MUTE SWAN Cygnus olor

Common winter visitor, breeding occasionally

West Bexington See Wildfowl Table

No breeding in 2015.

Max count: West Bexington - 19 on 17" Sept.

GREYLAG GOOSE Anser anser

Rare visitor (wild birds would be extremely rare and most are considered feral)

West Bexington 3 east on 11" Feb.

Given the time of year, these might well have been wild birds returning north after

wintering in Spain.

WHITE-FRONTED GOOSE Anser albifrons

Rare winter visitor

flavirostris

West Bexington A6 Gr e e nWhigerfrdnted Goose was present on the Mere

intermittently from 9t to 16™ Jan.



6 Gr e e nl a n-fdodtedBoose @Vest Bexington 161" January).

CANADA GOOSE Branta canadensis
Common resident, breeding occasionally

All records West Bexington See Wildfowl Table
Did not breed in 2015 (last bred in 2006).

Max count: West Bexington - 74 birds on 28™ Dec.

BARNACLE GOOSE Branta leucopsis
Rare winter visitor

West Bexington 45 through on 12™ Feb.
Cogden 3 on 22" Nov.

These birds were almost certainly some (or all) of the group that has been wintering at
Rodden Hive in recent years.

BRENT GOOSE Branta bernicla

Uncommon winter visitor

Dark-bellied Brent Goose Branta bernicla bernicla

West Bexington 1 on 5" Jan, 2 on 13" Jan, 27 on 20" Jan, 6 on 2™ Feb, 2 on

9" Feb, 2 on 12" Apr with 1 on 23 Apr. Then singles on
16" Nov, 23" Dec, 27" Dec and 31 Dec.

Numbers down by a considerable margin against 2014.
Pale-bellied Brent Goose Branta bernicla hrota

None recorded in 2015



COMMON SHELDUCK Tadorna tadorna
Common resident, mainly outside of the breeding season

All records West Bexington See Wildfowl Table

EURASIAN WIGEON Anas penelope
Common winter visitor

All records West Bexington See Wildfowl Table

Another very poor year presumably due to yet another very mild winter.

GADWALL Anas strepera
Uncommon winter visitor

All records West Bexington See Wildfowl Table
COMMON TEAL Anas crecca
Common winter visitor

All records West Bexington See Wildfowl Table
MALLARD Anas platyrhynchos

Common resident
All records West Bexington See Wildfowl Table

Two pairs successfully bred at West Bexington. Breeding strongly suspected at Cogden
but no young were seen this year.

PINTAIL Anas acuta
Uncommon winter visitor

All records West Bexington See Wildfowl Table
Just one record.

NORTHERN SHOVELER Anas clypeata
Common winter visitor

All records West Bexington See Wildfowl Table
Up on 2014 and present in something near reasonable numbers.

COMMON POCHARD Aythya ferina
Scarce winter visitor

All records West Bexington See Wildfowl Table

Just one record, a very poor year.



TUFTED DUCK Aythya fuligula
Winter visitor

All records West Bexington See Wildfowl Table

There were reasonable counts of this species recorded in January but numbers soon
dropped off. Only a few birds were present in the second winter period.

One pair bred at West Bexington and were seen with a brood of 10 young.

COMMON SCOTER Melanitta nigra
Winter visitor and offshore migrant

All records West Bexington

Monthly Maxima and Monthly Bird Day Total

Jan |Feb |[Mar | Apr |May |Jun |[Jul |Aug | Sep | Oct | Nov | Dec
9 6 7 19 3 30 8 3 8 1 1
25 22 22 75 6 68 21 11 27 1 1

An extraordinary reduction in overall numbers. No birds were recorded in June against 408
bird days recorded in the corresponding month in 2014.

RED-BREASTED MERGANSER Mergus serrator

Rare winter visitor

Cogden A male on 24" Nov was the only record.
GOOSANDER Mergus merganser

Formerly rare now scarce winter visitor

West Bexington 1 on 17" Jan, 1 east on 15" Mar and 1 west on 24" Nov.
Just 3 records compared to 15 in 2014. All birds were 0 r -beddsd

RED-LEGGED PARTRIDGE Alectoris rufa

Fairly common resident (Birds at West Bexington probably refer to released birds
from the Puncknowle estate)

Several pairs noted regularly at West Bexington and Cogden throughout the breeding
season and although there were no confirmed records, breeding is sure to have taken

place.

COMMON PHEASANT Phasianus colchicus
Common resident

Breeds at both West Bexington and Cogden.

Noted regularly at both sites throughout the year.



RED-THROATED DIVER Gavia stellata
Fairly common winter visitor (records refer to birds settled on the sea or flying close
inshore to a different feeding area)

Monthly Maxima and Monthly Bird Day Totals at West Bexington and Cogden

Jan | Feb [Mar | Apr |May |Jun |[Jul |Aug | Sep | Oct | Nov | Dec
20 3 2 1
42 8 5

N

Annual trends

vl 2|y (glelg g |58 |8 g |Pe
Year o o o o o o o o o o o o 2004

(V] (9\] (9\] (9\] (V] (9\] (9\] (e\] (9\] (e\] N N AVg
Total Bird | o7 | 57 | g9 | 101|112 |112| 85 | 80 | 48 | 39 | N | 61 | 68
Days

L Y2 Y |d 9|8 5|8 |8 | Do
Jan o o o o o o ) S S S S S 2004

(9\] (9\] (9\] N (9\] (9\] (9\] N N (9\] N (9\] AVg
Monthly | 50 | 7 | 5 | 6 | 23| 10| 5 | 6 | 2 | 2 |nc| 20| 6
Maxima
Monthly |5 | o3 | 40 | 28 | 74 | 72 | 20 | 18 | 4 | 2 | N 28 | 23
Bird Days

vy 2|y (2 lelg g |5l |8 g | e
Dec o o o o o o ) S ) S ) ) 2004

N N (9\] N (9\] (9\] N N N N (9\] (9\] AVg
Monthly | 1 ¢ | 2 | 6 |10 10| 6 |12]| 9 | 9 |nc| o | 6
Maxima
Monthly | o 1 59 | 6 | 28 | 18| 16 | 25 | 43 | 33 | 31 |nc| o | 22
Bird Days

A reasonable January count was entirely due to 20+ birds present on the 22", Otherwise it
was a poor year with the lowest December count for 11 years.

GREAT NORTHERN DIVER Gavia immer

Scarce winter visitor

West Bexington. 1 on 24" May and 1 east on 2" Nov were the only records.
LITTLE GREBE Tachybaptus ruficollis

Locally common breeding bird and occasional winter visitor

West Bexington At least 2 territories.

Cogden At least 2 territories.

As last year, it was unclear if breeding was successful as no young were noted at either
site.
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GREAT CRESTED GREBE Podiceps cristatus
Winter visitor (Records usually refer to birds feeding at sea on calm days)

Birds were noted off West Bexington and Cogden feeding at sea.

Monthly Maxima and Monthly Bird Day Totals
Jan | Feb |[Mar | Apr |May |Jun |Jul |Aug | Sep | Oct | Nov | Dec
4 20 12 3 2 1 1 3
24 | 62 50 6 9 1 1 10

Annual trend

Yer |3 |3 |2 |8 |8 8218|1888 /|8 |8 |2003
AN N AN N AN AN N AN AN AN AN (V] AVg
Toéa;yZ'rd 163 | 31 | 120|190 179|144 | 41 | 27 | 13 | 46 | N/IC | 61 | 56

Numbers returned to something like expected in 2015.
The mid-summer record was noteworthy for this site.

SLAVONIAN GREBE Podiceps auritus
Scarce winter visitor

West Bexington. 1 on 10" Feb, 1 on 12" Feb and 2 probables on 17" Mar.

Slavonian Grebe (West Bexington 10t February 2015)
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NORTHERN FULMAR Fulmarus glacialis
Regular visitor (Birds breed nearby on cliffs at Burton Bradstock)

Monthly Maxima and Monthly Bird Day Totals
Jan | Feb |[Mar | Apr |May |Jun |[Jul |Aug | Sep | Oct | Nov | Dec
1 2 15 4 1 1 2 1
1 12 22 7 2 3 3 1

As usual, most birds were noted during the nest prospecting/breeding season. This
species is thought to be significantly under-recorded.

Just one winter record.

MANX SHEARWATER Puffinus puffinus
Fairly common passage migrant in spring and early summer

Monthly Maxima and Monthly Bird Day Totals
Jan | Feb |[Mar | Apr |May |Jun |[Jul |Aug | Sep | Oct | Nov | Dec
1 20 9 32 10 5
1 40 11 32 10 5

Numbers were significantly down on previous years. In fact birds were only recorded on
eight dates.

BALEARIC SHEARWATER Puffinus mauretanicus
Rare summer visitor/passage migrant

West Bexington 7 west and 1 east on 18™ Aug, 2 west on 27" Aug and
9 lingering on 11" Sept.

Cogden 6+ lingering on 10" Sept.

A good series of records although the two sightings in September may relate to the same
birds.

The 18" August sightings were noted during a land based MARINElife and RSPB Balearic
Shearwater survey on that date (a sea based survey also took place). The day was divided
into three but birds were only noted at West Bexington in the first of these. The following
chart shows comparative totals for the early time slot of 06.30am to 08.59am.
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MARINEIlife and RSPB Balearic Shearwater Survey 18" August - 06.30am to 08.59am
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STORM PETREL Hydrobates pelagicus
Scarce visitor (usually storm driven)

West Bexington 1 on 2" June.

LEACHGS PETREL Oceanodroma leucorhoa
Rare, storm driven, autumn and winter visitor

West Bexington 1 briefly on 26" Dec.

NORTHERN GANNET Morus bassanus
Frequent visitor offshore throughout the year
Monthly Maxima and Monthly Bird Day Totals

Jan | Feb |[Mar | Apr |May |Jun |[Jul |Aug | Sep | Oct | Nov | Dec
40 50 11 11 30 17 10 | 40 | 120 | 10 3 140
71 68 26 67 42 73 41 67 | 257 | 19 19 | 192

Numbers 20% down on 2014. December provided the highest day count, September the

highest bird day total. Birds were recorded in every month.

GREAT CORMORANT Phalacrocorax carbo

Common visitor with 2 or 3 birds seen on most days flying past West Bexington.

Sometimes noted flying inland through the Grove, possibly en route to the fish farm

at Berwick.

Seen most days with a notable day count of 23 (including 12 together) on 18" June and 16

together on 315t December.



EUROPEAN SHAG
Scarce visitor

West Bexington
Cogden

A typical set of records.

EUROPEAN BITTERN
Rare visitor

West Bexington

Phalacrocorax aristotelis

Singles on 6" May and 19" Sept.

1 on 17% Jun.

Botaurus stellaris

1 in the nature reserve on 3" Oct.

The first record since 1952, but hopeful ly

it

wonot

Bittern (West Bexington 3@ October 2015) lan McLean

LITTLE EGRET

Uncommon visitor (despite suitable habitat, birds do not usually linger here)

Egretta garzetta

Monthly Maxima and Monthly Bird Day Totals at West Bexington

Jan | Feb |[Mar | Apr |May |Jun |Jul |Aug | Sep | Oct | Nov | Dec
1 2 1 8 3 2 2 1 1 1
1 4 1 14 6 6 7 4 3 3

A similar position to 2014.

14



GREY HERON Ardea cinerea
Scarce visitor (most records seem to relate to the post breeding dispersal of family
groups, just the odd one or two wandering birds noted at other times of the year)

Monthly Maxima and Monthly Bird Day Totals at West Bexington and Cogden

Jan |Feb [Mar | Apr | May |Jun |Jul |Aug | Sep | Oct | Nov | Dec
1 3 1 1 1 1 3 2 2 2
2 5 3 3 2 2 15 9 7 3

No notable counts. Numbers down on 2014 which were in turn down on 2013.

BLACK STORK Ciconia nigra
Rare vagrant

West Bexington A juvenile on 11™ and 12" Aug.

This was the first record for the recording area. See Page 60.

Black Stork (West Bexington 12" August 2015)

RED KITE Milvus milvus
Rare visitor and passage migrant

West Bexington 2 on 22" Mar, 2 on 10" Apr, 1 on 13" Apr, up to 5 on 16" Apr,
1 on 215t Apr, 1 on 28" May, 1 on 9% Jun, 2 on 10" Jun and
1 on 13" and 14™ Oct.

An average year although five birds together on 16™ April was noteworthy.



MARSH HARRIER Circus aeruginosus
Scarce (formerly rare) winter visitor

West Bexington Singles on 30" Jul, 8" Sept, 171" Oct and 19" Oct. Then a
female was seen regularly from 17" Nov to 16™ Dec.

Cogden Singles on 8" May and 19" Oct. Then a female (the same as
above) on 19" Nov, 22" Nov and 12" Dec.

A return to 6formd (in winter at | east) after
HEN HARRIER Circus cyaneus

Rare winter visitor

West Bexington A6 r i ng 23 and 24" Qa.

Cogden A o6ringehedl 6 on 1

Only seen on three dates, but very welcome.

EURASIAN SPARROWHAWK Accipiter nisus
Fairly common resident (breeds at both West Bexington and Cogden and often seen
hunting the area)

Similar status to 2014 with single birds seen throughout the year. A bird was seen carrying
food at West Bexington on 17™ July which might suggest breeding had taken place locally.

COMMON BUZZARD Buteo buteo
Common resident (often seen hunting over the area and now a breeding bird)

Although displaying birds were noted at West Bexington and Cogden and young birds
soliciting food were heard calling at both sites, there was no evidence of breeding within
the recording area.

Max Count: West Bexington - 6 soaring together on 5" April.

OSPREY Pandion haliaetus
Scarce passage migrant

Cogden 1 on 30" Aug.

COMMON KESTREL Falco tinnunculus

Fairly common resident (birds seen hunting over the area all year)

The West Bexington pair bred successfully for the fifth year in succession. A single
juvenile was seen around the nest site from 121 May.
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MERLIN Falco columbarius
Scarce winter visitor and passage migrant

West Bexington 1 on 215t Oct.
Cogden 2 hunting together on 14" Sept.

A very poor year.

EURASIAN HOBBY Falco subbuteo

Fairly common passage migrant

West Bexington 1 on 10" May, 1 on 11" and 12 Jun, 1 on 25" Aug and
1 on 3" Oct.

Cogden 1 on 29" Jun.

Another poor year with just 5 birds noted.

PEREGRINE FALCON Falco peregrinus
Fairly common visitor (mostly winter but also other times of the year)

Monthly Maxima and Monthly Bird Day Totals

Jan | Feb [Mar | Apr |May |Jun |[Jul |Aug | Sep | Oct | Nov | Dec
1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1
1 1 2 1 1 1 3 2

Another reduction in numbers this year with just the odd sighting and 4 blank months.

WATER RAIL Rallus aquaticus
Winter visitor (recorded at both West Bexington and Cogden, may breed)

Birds regularly heard and occasionally seen in both winter periods, but not recorded during
the breeding season.

MOORHEN Gallinula chloropus
Locally common resident

Recorded regularly at West Bexington and Cogden throughout the year. Breeding
confirmed at West Bexington (at least two pairs) and strongly suspected at Cogden.

Max Count: West Bexington - 16 on 18" March.
COMMON COOT Fulica atra
Locally common resident (numbers increase briefly late winter, but birds then

disperse to breeding areas)

Breeding suspected at West Bexington and confirmed at Cogden with at least one
successful pair.

Max Count: West Bexington - 23 on 27" March.
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STONE CURLEW Burhinus oedicnemus
Rare migrant

West Bexington 1 on 13" Aug.
This bird was flushed off the beach between West Bexington and Cogden. It was thought

to have landed again further east but was next seen flying out to sea calling and being
chased by a Peregrine. It escaped and was last seen flying inland.

Stone Curlew (West Bexington 13" August 2015)

OYSTERCATCHER Haematopus ostralegus
Fairly scarce passage migrant

Monthly Maxima at West Bexington
Jan | Feb [Mar | Apr |May |Jun |[Jul |Aug | Sep | Oct | Nov | Dec
1 1 1 6 3 5 3 3 2

A slight increase in sightings but only recorded passing through or very occasionally
loafing on the beach.

GREAT RINGED PLOVER Charadrius hiaticula
Regular winter visitor and passage migrant, has bred recently

Monthly Maxima at West Bexington and Cogden
Jan |Feb |Mar | Apr |May |Jun |Jul |Aug |Sep |Oct | Nov | Dec
5 2 1 1 4 3 3 4 4

This species is generally not now recorded during the breeding season. A pair last bred in
2006.
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GOLDEN PLOVER Pluvialis apricaria
Scarce winter visitor, usually in hard weather

West Bexington 10on 30ct, 1 on 71" Oct, 1 on 12" Oct, 1 on 14" Oct and
circa. 50 on 318t Oct.

Cogden 3 on 22" Nov.

No hard weather movements this year.

GREY PLOVER Pluvialis squatarola
Scarce winter visitor

West Bexington Singles on 8" Mar and 16™ Apr.
Cogden 1 on 24™ Nov.

NORTHERN LAPWING Vanellus vanellus

Scarce winter visitor, usually in hard weather (formerly bred in small numbers)

West Bexington 105 on 1%t Jan, 52 from 7" to 9" Jan, 2 on 15 Feb,
1 on 2" Feb, 23 on 3" Feb and 1 on 19" Apr. Then 2 on
26" Oct, 7 on 315t Oct, 5 on 215 Nov and 2 on 27™ Nov.
A suggestion of hard weather movement very early in the year.

SANDERLING Calidris alba
Regular spring and occasional autumn migrant

Monthly Maxima and Monthly Bird Day Totals at West Bexington and Cogden

Jan | Feb [Mar | Apr |May |Jun |[Jul |Aug | Sep | Oct | Nov | Dec
6 13 3 1
7 27 5 1

A very quiet year.

DUNLIN Calidris alpina

Regular spring and autumn migrant but in very small numbers

West Bexington 1 on 8™ Apr, 1 on 14™ Apr, 7 on 20" Jul, 1 on 18™ Aug,
1 on 28" Aug and 1 on 3 Sept.

Cogden 1 on 10™ Sept.

No winter records and a very poor passage in spring and autumn.



JACK SNIPE Lymnocryptes minimus
Scarce winter visitor

West Bexington 2 on 19" Jan then 1 throughout Feb and Mar into Apr with 2
again on 6™ Apr and 1 on 15" Apr. Then 1 on 15™ Oct, 1 on
39 Nov, 1 on 17t Nov and 2 on 2" Nov.

Cogden 1 on 2" Jan.

No high counts but a good series of records in both winter periods.

Jack Snipe (West Bexington 6™ April 2015)

COMMON SNIPE Gallinago gallinago
Common winter visitor

Monthly Maxima at West Bexington & Cogden
Jan | Feb |[Mar | Apr |May |Jun |Jul |Aug | Sep | Oct | Nov | Dec
40 | 41 63 15 2 3 14 | 42 29

Overall numbers slightly up on 2014. A reasonable peak count of 63 in March.

WOODCOCK Scolopax rusticola
Scarce winter visitor, usually in hard weather

West Bexington 1 on 318t Oct.

Cogden 2 on 3" Dec.

Only two records but unsurprising given the relatively mild winter conditions.
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BLACK-TAILED GODWIT Limosa limosa
Scare passage migrant

West Bexington 1 on 11" Sept was the only record.

WHIMBREL Numenius phaeopus
Regular Passage migrant mainly in spring.

Monthly Maxima and Monthly Bird Day Totals West Bexington & Cogden

Jan | Feb [Mar | Apr |May |Jun |[Jul |Aug | Sep | Oct | Nov | Dec
21 25 2 2
34 41 4 2

Only a modest spring movement and autumn passage was almost non evident.

EURASIAN CURLEW Numenius arquata

Uncommon visitor, mainly in spring and autumn

West Bexington 1 on 5™ Apr, 1 east on 26™ Jun, 1 on 17" Jul and 1 heard on
18" Aug.

Cogden 1 west on 6™ Mar.

An unexceptional year.

COMMON REDSHANK Tringa totanus

Scarce migrant and occasional winter visitor

West Bexington 3 birds on the Mere on 24" Mar. Singles on 14" and 18™ Aug.
GREENSHANK Tringa nebularia

Scarce migrant
West Bexington 1 on 27" Aug.

A very poor year.

GREEN SANDPIPER Tringa ochropus
Scarce migrant

West Bexington Single birds on 315t Jul, 2" Aug, 14" Aug and 26" Aug.

As usual, just a few records.

WOOD SANDPIPER Tringa glareola
Scarce migrant

West Bexington 2 on the Mere on 26™ Aug.

These birds lingered for just a few hours.

21



COMMON SANDPIPER Actitis hypoleucos
Uncommon migrant

West Bexington 1 on 23" Apr, 1 on 17™ Jun, 7 on 30" Jul, 1 on 5™ Aug,
6 on 13" Aug 1 on 15" Aug and 1 on 10™" Sept.

Cogden 1 on 14" May and 1 on 22" Jul.

Just one or two spring migrants but a reasonable autumn passage.

Common Sandpiper (West Bexington 5" August 2015)

TURNSTONE Arenaria interpres
Scarce migrant

West Bexington 2 east on 25™ Jul.

GREY PHALAROPE Phalaropus fulicarius

Rare storm driven visitor in autumn and winter

West Bexington 1 on the Mere from 23 to 315 Dec.

This bird arrived during a period of stormy w
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Grey Phalarope (West Bexington 29t December 2015)




POMARINE SKUA Stercorarius pomarinus
Uncommon migrant in spring and autumn

West Bexington 1 on 2" Jun.

This bird was forced onto the beach by stormy weather where it showed remarkably well
for a short time.

Pomarine Skua (West Bexington 2" June 2015)

ARCTIC SKUA Stercorarius parasiticus
Regular but uncommon migrant in spring and autumn

West Bexington 1 on 3 May and 1 on 4™ Jun.

Another poor year for this species.

GREAT SKUA Stercorarius skua
Uncommon migrant in spring and autumn

West Bexington 1 on 15t Jan, 3 on 9" May and 1 on 5% Dec.

Two winter records but only recorded on passage once, in spring.
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MEDITERRANEAN GULL Larus melanocephalus
Uncommon visitor, increasing.

Monthly Maxima and Monthly Bird Day Totals West Bexington

Jan | Feb [Mar | Apr |May |Jun |[Jul |Aug | Sep | Oct | Nov | Dec
4 9 2 6 9 6 29 12 4 10
17 16 4 13 17 14 35 55 12 47

An unexceptional year and significantly down on 2014.

LITTLE GULL Hydrocoloeus minutus
Scarce migrant and winter visitor

West Bexington 1 on 318t Dec.

Despite December storms, this species only made it onto the year list on the last day of
the year

BLACK-HEADED GULL Larus ridibundus
Common migrant and winter visitor. Regular in summer

Seen throughout the year but no notable counts.

COMMON GULL Larus canus
Common winter visitor (formerly one of the commonest gulls in the winter gull
roost)

Seen throughout the year but no notable counts.

LESSER BLACK-BACKED GULL Larus fuscus graeselli
Regular winter visitor in relatively small numbers

Just a handful of records for either winter period peaking at 14 on 25™ Feb.
A possible intermedious on 3™ August.

HERRING GULL Larus argentatus argenteus
Common breeding resident

15 nests were counted in the small rooftop colony at West Bexington, one up from 2014.
Most pairs were successful.

No significant counts.



YELLOW-LEGGED GULL Larus michahellis
Uncommon autumn visitor

West Bexington An adult on 7" Jul was followed by juveniles on 215, 23" and
28t Jul.

The adult bird was particularly welcome as it is not an age group we see here very often.
The sightings of juveniles could of course relate to the same bird lingering.

Juvenile Yellow-legged Gull (West Bexington 215t July 2015)
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GREAT BLACK-BACKED GULL Larus marinus
Resident in small numbers but does not breed (numbers can increase in stormy
weather)

Recorded on most days with usual daily counts into double figures.

Max Count: West Bexington - 70 on 3@ August.

KITTIWAKE Rissa tridactyla
Uncommon visitor in small numbers throughout the year and usually associated
with stormy weather

Monthly Maxima at West Bexington & Cogden
Jan | Feb |[Mar | Apr |May |Jun |[Jul |Aug | Sep | Oct | Nov | Dec
3 1 1 10

Just five records. Ten on 30" December (and two the next day) were storm driven.

SANDWICH TERN Sterna sandvicensis
Frequent spring and autumn migrant

All records West Bexington & Cogden
Monthly Maxima and Monthly Bird Day Totals

Jan | Feb |[Mar | Apr |May |Jun |[Jul |Aug | Sep | Oct | Nov | Dec
12 11 3 13 3 2
79 28 11 23 7 4
First sighting 3 Apr
Last Sighting 18t Sept
Not a particularly strong year.
COMMON TERN Sterna hirundo

A common spring migrant and summer visitor

This species is only regularly recorded in summer when the nearby breeding colony at
Abbotsbury becomes established. When this colony fails there is a corresponding
reduction in sightings of this species and other terns.

This species had another excellent breeding season at Abbotsbury in 2015 with around
fifty pairs raising over 100 young. Unfortunately,t hi s success didnot
sightings within the recording area where they were seen regularly but only in small
numbers.

First sighting 19t Apr
Last Sighting 30" Jul

Max count: West Bexington - 15 on 26" June.
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ARCTIC TERN Sterna paradisaea
Uncommon migrant usually in autumn

West Bexington A Juv on 15™ Sept.
Just one record in 2015.

Sterna Sp. (S. hirundo or S. paradisaea)

No significant movements noted.

COMMON GUILLEMOT Uria aalge

Uncommon visitor usually early and late winter

West Bexington Just single figure counts in either winter period.

& Cogden

RAZORBILL Alca torda

Uncommon visitor usually early and late winter

West Bexington Although slightly more numerous than the previous species,

& Cogden still only recorded in small numbers in either winter period.

STOCK DOVE Columba oenas

Resident at West Bexington and seen regularly at Cogden

West Bexington A couple of pairs were on territory around the village and
although no nest sites were noted, breeding is sure to have
taken place.

No significant counts.

WOOD PIGEON Columba palumbus
Common resident at West Bexington and Cogden and breeds in good numbers

Breeding confirmed at West Bexington and strongly suspected at Cogden in 2015.

Although five figure movements were noted on 13™, 16" and 22" November none were
exceptional by recent standards.

COLLARED DOVE Streptopelia decaocto
Resident in West Bexington village

West Bexington A number of pairs were seen displaying / courting around the
village. As with Stock Doves, no nest sites were noted but
breeding is sure to have taken place.

No significant counts.

TURTLE DOVE Streptopelia turtur
Rare migrant

West Bexington Singles on 5" May and 12" Aug.

It was exceptional to have records for both spring and autumn.
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COMMON CUCKOO Cuculus canorus
Scarce migrant

West Bexington Birds heard calling on 14" Apr, 26™ Apr and again on 11™ Jun.
Then 2 on 15" and 16" Jun with 1 still on 17" Jun. A juvenile
on 318t Aug.

Cogden Singles on 15" and 16™ Jun.

An excellent year here for this species. Three birds present in June might seem unusual,
but recent satellite tagging has revealed that, male birds at least, start to leave Britain
during this month. So, these birds were almost certainly heading south.

Cuckoo (West Bexington 15t June 2015)

BARN OWL Tyto alba
Scarce visitor breeding occasionally

A pair (assumed to be the same pair as the last four years) bred successfully at West
Bexington raising three young. All three chicks were ringed before they fledged.

TAWNY OWL Strix aluco

Uncommon resident, thought to breed

West Bexington As in 2014, birds heard calling around the village on several
dates.
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SHORT-EARED OWL Asio flammeus
Rare migrant and winter visitor

West Bexington 1 on 22" Jan then 1 on 315t Oct, 1 on 23 Nov, 1 on
4% Dec and 1 on 6 Dec.

An excellent series of records involving at least three birds.

NIGHTJAR Caprimulgus europaeus
Rare migrant

West Bexington 1 picked up freshly dead on 6" Sept.

T

Dead Nightjar (West Bexington 6" September 2015)

COMMON SWIFT Apus apus
Common spring and autumn migrant but declining

First Seen 29" Apr
Last Seen 4™ Sept

No significant counts; just 21 at West Bexington on 7" June was the highest day count.

HOOPOE Upupa epops
Rare migrant

West Bexington 1 on 16" Apr.
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Hoopoe (West Bexington 16™ April 2015)

BEE-EATER Merops apiaster
Rare migrant

West Bexington 1 on 3 Jun and 1 on 16™ Jun.

A long awaited addition to the patch list. Both birds were picked up on call before giving
brief views as they flew through west. Hopefully the next bird will linger.

KINGFISHER Alcedo atthis
Rare migrant and winter visitor

West Bexington 1 on 315t Jul was the only record.
WRYNECK Jynx torquilla

Rare migrant

West Bexington 1 on 19" Aug in a garden at Labour-in-Vain and another nearby
on 18" Sept.

GREEN WOODPECKER Picus viridis
Uncommon resident, a breeding bird at both West Bexington and Cogden

West Bexington Seen regularly throughout the year and although there was no
& Cogden evidence, they almost certainly bred at both sites.
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GREAT SPOTTED WOODPECKER Dendrocopos major
Uncommon resident mainly during autumn and winter months

West Bexington 1 drumming on 20" Feb.

Birds were present all year and seen regularly but, as with the previous species, there was

no evidence of breeding.

SKY LARK Alauda arvensis
Common resident and winter visitor at both West Bexington and Cogden

A similar position to 2014 with the breeding population estimated to be a minimum of 10
pairs at West Bexington and 10 pairs at Cogden but again these are likely to be gross
under-estimates.

Significant Counts: Winter - 100 at Cogden on 2" January.
Passage - Circa. 100 east on 31t October.

SAND MARTIN Riparia riparia
Frequent migrant in spring and autumn

First Seen 20" Mar
Last Seen 3 Oct

There were no significant counts.
A notable 61 birds were trapped and ringed. ???

BARN SWALLOW Hirundo rustica
Common migrant in spring and autumn

First Seen 4" Apr
Last Seen 315t Oct

Bred at West Bexington in 2015 with a minimum of two pairs.

Significant Counts: West Bexington - 2,000+ on 8" May, 5,000 east on 27t September.

123 birds were trapped and ringed.

HOUSE MARTIN Delichon urbica
Common migrant in spring and autumn

First Seen  16™ Apr
Last Seen 17" Dec

A notable last seen date.
Significant Counts: West Bexington - 10,000+ west on 26" September.

115 birds were trapped and ringed.

32



TREE PIPIT Anthus trivialis
Uncommon passage migrant mainly in autumn

West Bexington 1 over on 15" Apr then singles on 3™, 41, 9t and 12t Sept.

Cogden 4 on 5" Sept.
Probably under-recorded.

MEADOW PIPIT Anthus pratensis
Primarily a winter visitor and passage migrant, breeding occasionally

Not thought to have bred in 2015. Only wintered in small numbers.

Significant Counts: West Bexington - 400 west on 23 September, 180 east on
315t October.

ROCK PIPIT Anthus petrosus
Scarce visitor to the recording area but a common resident to the west of Cogden at
Burton Bradstock

West Bexington 1 west on 10" Mar.

Cogden 2 on 15t Apr.

The Cogden birds were almost certainly of the subspecies litoralis known colloquially as
Scandinavian Rock Pipit. Although lacking a pink breast, both birds had: reasonably well
defined supercilia, a pale grey head and upperparts (with perhaps a blue cast), two whitish
wing bars, clean looking belly and breast and a general paleness compared to the
nominate form.

Rock Pipit (probably litoralis) Cogden 15t April 2015

33



YELLOW WAGTAIL Motacilla flava flavissima
Passage migrant mainly in autumn

First Seen  16™ Apr
Last Seen 8% Oct

Monthly Maxima and Monthly Bird Day Totals West Bexington and Cogden

Jan | Feb |[Mar | Apr |May |Jun |Jul |Aug | Sep | Oct | Nov | Dec
2 1 24 4
4 1 58 7

A very poor year. Spring passage was almost non-existent and other than up to 24 birds
recorded between the 4" and 7" September, autumn was little better.

GREY WAGTAIL Motacilla cinerea
Passage migrant mainly in autumn

No spring records. A total of 44 birds were recorded from 3@ September to 9™ October; the
maximum day count was 12 on 23 Sept.

Winter West Bexington - 1 on 121" November.

PIED WAGTAIL Motacilla alba yarellii
Regular throughout the year, also common autumn migrant

Successfully bred at West Bexington in 2015.

No significant counts. Although there was a small roost in the village during the second
winter period this rarely exceeded 10 birds.

WHITE WAGTAIL Motacilla alba alba
West Bexington A male on 22" Apr, 1 on 15" Sept and 3 on 19%" Sept.
60 Al BAMRAGTAIL

No significant passage noted in 2015 other than 100+ through on 23 September.

WHITE WAGTAIL (probable 15t winter) West Bexington 15" Sept 2015
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WREN Troglodytes troglodytes
Common breeding Bird at West Bexington and Cogden

Successfully bred at West Bexington and Cogden in 2015.

HEDGE ACCENTOR Prunella modularis
Common breeding bird at West Bexington and Cogden

Successfully bred at West Bexington and Cogden in 2015.

ROBIN Erithacus rubecula
Common breeding bird at West Bexington and Cogden, also common winter visitor

Successfully bred at West Bexington and Cogden in 2015.

BLUETHROAT Luscinia svecica
Rare migrant

West Bexington A male in the nature reserve during the morning of 17" May.
The first record since 2009

BLACK REDSTART Phoenicurus ochruros
Scarce migrant and winter visitor

West Bexington Singles on 121" and 18" Mar, a 15t s male on 25" and 26" Mar,
a female on 16" Apr, 1 on 315t Oct and 1 on 2" Nov.

An average year but again no birds overwintered.

Black Redstart (15t summer male) West Bexington 25™" March 2015
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COMMON REDSTART Phoenicurus phoenicurus
Uncommon passage migrant in spring and autumn

West Bexington 3 males on 16™ Apr and a female on 27" Apr, then 2 on
15" Aug, 1 on 3" Sept, a male on 4" Sept, 1 on 15" Sept and
1 on 19" Sept.

First Seen  16™ Apr
Last Seen 19" Sept

WHINCHAT Saxicola rubetra
Passage migrant uncommon in spring, common in autumn

First Seen 23" Apr
Last Seen 19" Oct

Monthly Maxima and Monthly Bird Day Totals
Jan | Feb |[Mar | Apr |May |Jun |Jul |Aug | Sep | Oct | Nov | Dec
2 1 9 14 2
3 2 27 | 114 | 10

Another reasonable autumn passage.

Whinchat (West Bexington 8" September 2015)

COMMON STONECHAT Saxicola torquata
Widespread, but not common resident. Breeds in small numbers

Breeding confirmed at West Bexington with a minimum of 3 pairs and at Cogden with a
minimum of 5 pairs.
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NORTHERN WHEATEAR Oenanthe oenanthe
Common passage migrant in spring and autumn

First Seen 8t Mar
Last Seen 19" Oct

Monthly Maxima and Monthly Bird Day Totals West Bexington and Cogden

Jan |Feb |[Mar | Apr |May |Jun |[Jul |Aug | Sep | Oct | Nov | Dec
8 33 6 2 10 19 3
26 | 153 | 11 2 51 77 12

Numbers slightly up on 2014.

Significant Counts: West Bexington - 33 on 8™ April.

BLACKBIRD Turdus merula
Common resident at West Bexington and Cogden. Also common winter visitor

Breeding confirmed at West Bexington and Cogden in 2015.
No significant counts.

FIELDFARE Turdus Pilaris
Uncommon winter visitor although numbers can increase significantly during hard
weather

Cogden 7 on 5" Feb.
Just one record from the first winter period; a very quiet year.

SONG THRUSH Turdus philomelos
Common resident at West Bexington and Cogden. Also common winter visitor

Breeding was confirmed at Cogden and West Bexington.
No significant counts; 12 at West Bexington on 15t February was the highest day count.

REDWING Turdus iliacus
Uncommon winter visitor although numbers can increase significantly during hard
weather

West Bexington Singles on 5™, 7t 11% and 12" Feb. Then 3 on 15™ Oct, 15 on
215t Nov, 2 on 22" Nov, 5 on 23 Nov and 1 on 8" Dec.

No significant counts.

MISTLE THRUSH Turdus viscivorus
Scarce winter visitor (formerly a breeding bird)

West Bexington Singles on 24" and 27™ Jan, 2 on 315t Jan, 1 on 2" Mar, 1 on
17t May, 1 on 5" Dec and 2 on 6™ Dec.

Cogden 2 birds (possibly a pair) on 13" Apr and 1 on 23" Dec.

There was no evi dereedagsucbezsstwadrepsated.y ear 0 s
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CETTI'S WARBLER Cettia cetti
Uncommon and local resident at West Bexington and Cogden

West Bexington 6 singing males and breeding confirmed.
Cogden 3 singing males.

An excellent year with 9 males on territory. This species might even be under-recorded.

Cetti's Warbler Singing Males
West Bexington & Cogden
1977 to 2015 (No counts 2004/2005)
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GRASSHOPPER WARBLER Locustella naevia

Scarce passage migrant in spring and autumn

West Bexington 1 on 318t Jul.

Cogden A reeling bird was heard and seen on 23 Apr.

First Seen 23" Apr

Last Seen  31st Jul

No birds were trapped this year.

SEDGE WARBLER Acrocephalus schoenobaenus

Uncommon breeding summer visitor and locally common passage migrant

West Bexington 1 singing on 13" Apr, 1 on 20" Apr, 1 on 27" Jul, 1 on 30" Jul
and 1 on 16™ Sept.

First Seen  13™ Apr

Last Seen 3" Oct

A dreadful year; no birds on territory and only 15 noted on passage of which 10 were
trapped and ringed.
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Sedge Warbler (West Bexington 30" July 2015)

REED WARBLER Acrocephalus scirpaceus

Locally common breeding summer visitor and passage migrant

West Bexington At least 20 singing males and breeding confirmed.
Cogden At least 21 singing males and whilst breeding was not

confirmed it is certain to have taken place.

First Seen 14" Apr
Last Seen 3 Qct

Territory numbers could be extrapolated up to around 50 at each site (ref. Bell, Catchpole
and Corbett). If realised, this would be close to what might be considered the capacity of
both reed beds.

17 birds were trapped and ringed during the autumn.



DARTFORD WARBLER Sylvia undata
Scarce passage migrant and winter visitor

West Bexington A male on 12 Oct.
Cogden A female/immature on 14™ Oct.
LESSER WHITETHROAT Sylvia curruca

Uncommon breeding summer visitor and passage migrant

No counts this year and so no firm evidence to back up the assertion, but it appeared that
breeding numbers were reduced this year.

First Seen  17™ Apr
Last Seen 20" Nov

COMMON WHITETHROAT Sylvia communis
Common breeding summer visitor and passage migrant

West Bexington A similar picture to the last few years with 15-20 singing males
and Cogden at each site. Breeding confirmed at West Bexington in 2015.

First Seen  15™ Apr
Last Seen 20" Sept

GARDEN WARBLER Sylvia borin

Uncommon passage migrant

West Bexington 1 on 30" Aug.

Cogden 1 on 3 May and a late bird on 315t Oct.

Another poor year.

BLACKCAP Sylvia atricapilla
Common breeding summer visitor and passage migrant. Uncommon winter visitor

No counts of singing birds, but breeding confirmed at West Bexington in 2015.

First Seen 6" Apr
Last Seen 20" Oct

Migration peaked around mid-September with several day counts approaching double
figures. A notable 118 were trapped and ringed.

There were no winter records.
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WOOD WARBLER Phylloscopus sibilatrix
Rare migrant

Cogden A singing male on 3 May.

The first record for a number of years.

Wood Warbler (Cogden 3 May 2015)

COMMON CHIFFCHAFF Phylloscopus collybita
Common breeding summer visitor and passage migrant. Uncommon winter visitor

West Bexington No counts of territories in 2015, but breeding assumed.
and Cogden

First Seen 1stMar
Last Seen  30% Oct

91 birds were trapped and ringed during the autumn.

Wintering birds: West Bexington - 1 or 2 throughout January although 6 were noted on
23 January with 2 more on 4™ February. Then 1
on 22" November, 1 on 30" November, 1 on
7t December and 1 on 17" December.

Cogden - 1 on 19" January.
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Chiffchaff (West Bexington 26" May 2015)

WILLOW WARBLER Phylloscopus trochilus
Common passage migrant

First Seen 4" Apr
Last Seen 12t Sept

Breeding:  The mixed-singing male, first recorded in 2013, was again present in Cogden
SSSI from 4™ May. It was heard singing into early June but not subsequently.

GOLDCREST Regulus regulus
Common resident and winter visitor

West Bexington Breeding suspected in the village and in the nature reserve.
Recorded all year round.

Cogden Seen and heard around Othona where it is thought to breed.

There was a notable increase in sightings during autumn passage this year.

FIRECREST Regulus ignicapillus
Scarce passage migrant mainly in late autumn and occasional winter visitor

West Bexington Singles on 25" Feb, 3 Oct, 4™ Oct, 27" Oct, 30" Nov and
15t Dec.
Cogden 1 on 31st Oct

One bird was trapped and rung.
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SPOTTED FLYCATCHER Muscicapa striata
Uncommon passage migrant mainly in autumn

First Seen 3 May
Last Seen 18" Sept

Monthly Maxima and Monthly Bird Day Totals for West Bexington and Cogden

Jan | Feb |[Mar | Apr |May |Jun |Jul |Aug | Sep | Oct | Nov | Dec
6 1 2
12 1 8

Another appalling year for this species here, autumn passage was almost non-existent.

Spotted Flycatcher (Cogden 3’ May 2015)
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PIED FLYCATCHER Ficedula hypoleuca
Scarce passage migrant mainly in autumn

West Bexington A male on 9" Apr was the only record.

BEARDED TIT Panurus biarmicus
Locally frequent winter visitor, mainly to West Bexington

West Bexington 2 on 1stand 2" Nov.

Birds were recorded on just two days and none lingered.
(See cover picture).

LONG-TAILED TIT Aegithalos caudatus
Common resident at both West Bexington and Cogden

Breeding confirmed at both West Bexington and Cogden in 2015.

Feeding parties were regularly seen during the year, the largest being 10 birds on
215 October at West Bexington.

COAL TIT Periparus ater

Uncommon resident at both West Bexington and Cogden

West Bexington Seen infrequently and heard singing on only a handful of
occasions.

Cogden 1 seen and heard at Othona on 3 Mar.

For a few years now this species has only been recorded in low numbers.

MARSH TIT Poecile palustris
Rare visitor

West Bexington 1 on 315t Oct.

Considering how rare they are at this site, two in two years is remarkable, especially given
the birds are under pressure in Dorset.

BLUE TIT Cyanistes caeruleus
Common resident at both West Bexington and Cogden

Breeding confirmed at West Bexington and Cogden in 2015.

GREAT TIT Parus major
Common resident at both West Bexington and Cogden

Breeding confirmed at West Bexington and Cogden in 2015.

TREECREEPER Certhia familiaris

Scarce winter visitor and sometimes resident

West Bexington 1 on 3 Nov and 1 on 22" Nov.

Cogden 1 heard on 10" Sept, 1 seen on 2" Nov.

One bird trapped and ringed on 3" Oct.
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JAY Garrulus glandarius
Scarce winter visitor and sometimes resident

West Bexington 2 on 13™ Apr, 1 on 13" May, 1 on 17" May, 1 on
& Cogden 26™ May, 2 on 15" Jun, 1 on 26" Jun, 1 on 7" Sept, 2 on
10" Sept, 1 on 12t Oct and 1 on 14™ Oct.

MAGPIE Pica pica
Common resident at both West Bexington and Cogden

Thought to have bred at West Bexington and Cogden in 2015.

Significant Counts: West Bexington - Groups 24 on 9" Jan and 35 on 28" May.

EURASIAN JACKDAW Corvus monedula
Scarce breeding bird and common winter visitor

Bred at West Bexington in 2015.
No significant counts.

ROOK Corvus frugilegus

Frequent visitor all year, but does not breed within the recording area ( birds seen
feeding at West Bexington presumably originate from the Puncknowle rookery, but
birds occasionally seen flying in from the west or the east, pointing to birds from
further afield)

There were no significant counts; 100 at West Bexington on 1t February was the highest
day count.

CARRION CROW Corvus corone corone
Common resident at both West Bexington and Cogden. Breeds in small numbers

Bred at West Bexington (several pairs) and Cogden in 2015.

There were no significant counts.

COMMON RAVEN Corvus corvax
Uncommon visitor to both West Bexington and Cogden

Monthly Maxima and Monthly Bird Day Totals West Bexington and Cogden

Jan | Feb |[Mar | Apr |May |Jun |[Jul |Aug | Sep | Oct | Nov | Dec
2 3 3 5 4 8 4 2 2 3 2
8 10 12 19 4 20 10 13 7 5 8

Total bird days slightly down on 2014. Birds recorded in every month but April.

COMMON STARLING Sturnus vulgaris
Common resident at West Bexington. Also common winter visitor sometimes
forming large roosts in the reed beds

Breeding was not confirmed but a mixed flock of adults and juveniles were seen at West
Bexington in May.

No roosts in 2015; the highest count was just 500 at West Bexington on 17" Nov.



HOUSE SPARROW Passer domesticus
Locally common resident in West Bexington village, but numbers much reduced
compared to a decade or two before

Bred around West Bexington village in 2015.

Max count: West Bexington - 35 on 18" Sept.
Another reduction in overall numbers.

COMMON CHAFFINCH Fringilla coelebs
Common resident at West Bexington and Cogden. Also passage migrant

Confirmed breeding at West Bexington and Cogden in 2015.

No significant counts. West Bexington - 34 on 30™" Jan.

No significant passage noted other than circa.100 east on 315t Oct.

BRAMBLING Fringilla montifringilla
Scarce winter visitor and passage migrant

West Bexington Up to 12 through east on 315t Oct.
GREENFINCH Chloris chloris

Common resident and winter visitor at West Bexington and Cogden
Breeding was confirmed at West Bexington and Cogden in 2015.

No significant counts.

GOLDFINCH Carduelis carduelis
Common resident and winter visitor at West Bexington and Cogden

Birds were seen throughout the year, but breeding was only confirmed at West Bexington.
Significant Counts: 1,000+ east on 315 Oct.

SISKIN Carduelis spinus
Uncommon passage migrant

West Bexington An unusually strong and early passage. From 4" to 25" Sept
1,350 were counted, most birds were heading west. The
highest day count was 355 on 7" Sept.

LINNET Carduelis cannabina
Common resident and winter visitor at West Bexington and Cogden

Confirmed breeding at West Bexington and Cogden.
Max counts: Winter West Bexington - Circa. 50 throughout.

Passage West Bexington - Circa. 400 east 27" Sept.
- Circa. 1500 east on 315t Oct.

The two blocks of Quinoa planted at West Bexington continued to be attractive to wintering
finches, primarily Linnets.
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LESSER REDPOLL Acanthis cabaret
Uncommon migrant

West Bexington 3 lingering on 23 Nov.

Also heard on passage, probably under-recorded.

COMMON BULLFINCH Pyrrhula pyrrhula
Common resident at West Bexington and Cogden

Breeding confirmed at West Bexington and Cogden in 2015.
There were no significant counts.

YELLOWHAMMER Emberiza citrinella
Common resident and winter visitor at West Bexington and Cogden

Breeding confirmed at West Bexington and Cogden in 2015.
Max count: West Bexington - 20 recorded on 3 May and 24™ Nov.

CIRL BUNTING Emberiza cirlus
Rare visitor (formerly bred)

West Bexington Up to 3 present from 7" Jan (but probably the beginning of the
year) to 29" Apr.

See Page 62.

A

Cirl Bunting (West Bexington 17t February 2015)
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ORTOLAN BUNTING Emberiza hortulana
Rare migrant

Cogden 1 on 30" Aug.

The first record for Cogden.

REED BUNTING Emberiza schoeniclus
Locally common resident at West Bexington and Cogden
West Bexington 2+ territories and confirmed breeding.
Cogden 3 territories and confirmed breeding.

Slightly down on recent years.

ESCAPEES AND UNESTABLISHED FERAL BIRDS

Mallard hybrid (one intermittently in first winter period)
Canada/Barnacle Goose hybrid

Racing Pigeon

OWhit ed (baossibly Woad Duck)
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RINGING AT WEST BEXINGTON

Ringing continued at West Bexington DWT Reserve in 2015 to monitor bird movement
along the south coast during periods of peak migration.

From 22" August to 3" October 660 birds of 28 species were trapped.

Totals courtesy of Neil Croton

Retraps/
Full grown Pulli  Recoveries Total
Sparrowhawk 1 0 0 1
Great Spotted Woodpecker 2 0 0 2
Sand Martin 61 0 0 61
Swallow 123 0 1 124
House Martin 115 0 0 115
Meadow Pipit 4 0 0 4
Yellow Wagtail 4 0 0 4
Wren 9 0 0 9
Dunnock 10 0 1 11
Robin 19 0 2 21
Blackbird 1 0 0 1
Cetti's Warbler 7 0 1 8
Sedge Warbler 10 0 0 10
Reed Warbler 17 0 1 18
Lesser Whitethroat 2 0 0 2
Whitethroat 2 0 0 2
Garden Warbler 1 0 0 1
Blackcap 118 0 2 120
Chiffchaff 91 0 2 93
Willow Warbler 6 0 0 6
Goldcrest 14 0 0 14
Firecrest 1 0 0 1
Blue Tit 12 0 3 15
Great Tit 6 0 0 6
Treecreeper 1 0 0 1
House Sparrow 2 0 0 2
Chaffinch 2 0 0 2
Goldfinch 6 0 0 6
Total: 647 0 13 660



Ringing History 2009 - 2015

8000

7000

6000

5000

4000

3000

2000

Ringing Totals by Year

/ ® Ringing Totals

/ Accumulative

® Ringing Totals

1000 -

2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015

Ten most frequently caught species 2009-2015

Swallow 1506
Reed Warbler 1091
Chiffchaff 1062
Sedge Warbler 732
Blackcap 449
House Martin 417
Willow Warbler 394
Whitethroat 259
Sand Martin 244
Blue Tit 219

Ten least frequently caught species 2009-2015

Firecrest

Spotted Flycatcher
Treecreeper

House Sparrow
Yellowhammer

N

Tree Pipit

Bluethroat
Yellow-browed Warbler
Common Rosefinch
Corn Bunting
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Selected Ringing Recoveries/Controls

Swallow
D786284

D786447

D786539

7329802

House Martin

2376337

Wren
DKA558

Dunnock
D783218

L615565

Robin
D786725

Blackbird
LB22771

3
3

4M

3J

4M

3J

3JF
4F

Ringed
Dead

Ringed
Recaptured

Ringed
Recaptured

Ringed
Recaptured

Ringed
Recaptured

Ringed
Recaptured

Recaptured

Ringed
Recaptured

Ringed
Recaptured

Recaptured

Recaptured

Ringed
Recaptured

Ringed
Recaptured

26/07/14
30/07/15

29/07/14
30/08/14

29/07/14
11/08/15

09/07/15
22/08/15

20/09/14
27/09/14

01/09/13
22/09/13

13/09/14

06/10/13
05/05/14

17/07/11
27/09/11

03/08/14

19/09/15

31/08/14
19/09/15

20/08/12
13/09/14

West Bexington, Dorset
Shipton Gorge, Dorset

(6 km, NNW, 1 year 4 days)

West Bexington, Dorset
Slapton, Devon
(81 km, WSW, 32 days)

West Bexington, Dorset
Abbotsbury, Dorset

(6 km, ESE, 1 year 13 days)
Spetisbury Blandford, Dorset

West Bexington Dorset
(42 km, WSW, 44 days)

West Bexington, Dorset

Sandwhich Bay Estate, Kent

(292 km, ENE, 7 days)

West Bexington, Dorset
West Bexington Dorset
(21 days)

West Bexington, Dorset
(1 year 12 days)

West Bexington, Dorset
West Bexington, Dorset
(211 days)

West Bexington, Dorset
West Bexington, Dorset
(72 days)

West Bexington, Dorset
(3 years 17days)

West Bexington, Dorset
(4 years 64 days)

West Bexington, Dorset
West Bexington, Dorset
(1 year 19 days)

West Bexington, Dorset
West Bexington, Dorset
(2 years 24 days)
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Cetti's Warbler

D783207

D786755

X108233

Y341475

Y341788

D783207

2
2

Ringed
Recaptured

Recaptured

Ringed
Recaptured

Recaptured

Recaptured

Ringed
Recaptured

Ringed
Recaptured

Recaptured
Recaptured
Recaptured

Recaptured

Ringed
Recaptured

Recaptured
Recaptured
Ringed

Recaptured

Recaptured

06/10/13
13/09/14

03/10/15

31/08/14
19/09/14

14/10/14

10/07/15

16/11/13
13/09/14

19/06/13
13/07/13

25/08/13

06/10/13

06/10/13

20/09/14

01/09/13
22/09/13

06/10/13

31/08/14

06/10/13

13/09/14

03/10/15

West Bexington, Dorset
West Bexington, Dorset
(342 days)

West Bexington, Dorset
(1 year 362 days)

West Bexington, Dorset
Tidmoor, Dorset

(14 km, ESE, 19 days)
Tidmoor, Dorset

(14 km, ESE, 44 days)
Tidmoor, Dorset

(14 km, ESE, 313 days)

Abbotsbury, Dorset
West Bexington, Dorset
(6 km, WNW, 301 days)

West Bexington, Dorset
West Bexington, Dorset
(24 days)

West Bexington, Dorset
(67 days)

West Bexington, Dorset
(109 days)

West Bexington, Dorset
(109 days)

West Bexington, Dorset
(1 year 93 days)

West Bexington, Dorset
West Bexington, Dorset
(21 days)

West Bexington, Dorset
(35 days)

West Bexington, Dorset
(364 days)

West Bexington, Dorset
West Bexington, Dorset
(342 days)

West Bexington, Dorset
(1 year 362 days)
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Reed Warbler

D136440

D597865

LO55953

L221463

Y341507

Y341740

7228119

7228317

Z376115

Z744402

Blackcap
Z538079

Chiffchaff
CDT269

DKAS507

3J
4

3J

3J

w

w

w

3J

3JM
3M

4M

Ringed
Recaptured

Ringed
Recaptured

Ringed
Recaptured

Ringed
Recaptured

Ringed
Recaptured

Ringed
Recaptured

Ringed
Recaptured

Ringed
Recaptured

Ringed
Recaptured

Ringed

Recaptured

Ringed

Recaptured

Ringed

Recaptured

Ringed
Recaptured

27/07/13
29/07/14

31/08/14
13/09/14

12/07/13
26/07/14

24/07/10
05/05/14

18/07/13
29/07/14

25/08/13
29/07/14

31/08/14
20/09/14

05/09/14
13/09/14

20/09/14
23/09/14

22/08/15

05/09/15

05/07/15
05/09/15

02/10/14

12/10/14

19/06/13
05/05/14

Chew Valley Lake, Somerset
West Bexington, Dorset
(72 km, S, 1 year 2days)

Romsey, Hampshire
West Bexington, Dorset
(90 km, WSW, 13 days)

Abbotsbury, Dorset
West Bexington, Dorset
(6 km, WNW, 1 year 14 days)

West Bexington, Dorset
West Bexington, Dorset
(3 years 285 days)

West Bexington, Dorset
West Bexington, Dorset
(1 year 11 days)

West Bexington, Dorset
West Bexington, Dorset
(338 days)

Abbotsbury, Dorset
West Bexington, Dorset
(6 km, WNW, 20 days)

Abbotsbury, Dorset
West Bexington, Dorset
(6 km, WNW, 8 days)

West Bexington, Dorset
Titchfield haven, Hampshire
(102 km, E, 3 days)

Ryewater nursery, Boys Hill,
Dorset

West Bexington, Dorset

(28 km, SSW, 14 days)

Five Bells, Watchet, Somerset
West Bexington, Dorset
(73 km, SE, 62 days)

Midleton Nature Reserve,
Lancashire

West Bexington, Dorset
(372 km, S, 10 days)

West Bexington, Dorset
West Bexington, Dorset
(320 days)



ECV001 3
2

HJH206 3J
4

DCT697 3J
4

Willow Warbler

DCT902 3
4

Long-tailed Tit

CCD677 2
2
Blue Tit
Y341567 3
3
4
4M
4M
D728121 3J
4M
Great Tit
Y341408 oM
4M

Reed Bunting

D786463 3J
3

Y341732 3
4M

Ringed
Recaptured

Ringed
Recaptured

Ringed
Recaptured

Ringed
Recaptured

Ringed
Recaptured

Ringed
Recaptured

Recaptured
Recaptured

Recaptured

Ringed
Recaptured

Ringed
Recaptured

Ringed
Recaptured

Ringed
Recaptured

13/09/14
19/09/15

27/07/14
20/09/14

24/07/11
19/09/15

13/09/14
02/05/15

31/08/09
12/10/14

22/07/13
01/09/13

31/08/14

20/09/14

05/09/15
22/09/13
05/09/15

02/06/13
20/09/14

29/07/14
20/10/14

25/08/13
13/09/14

West Bexington, Dorset
West Bexington, Dorset
(1 year 6 days)

Chew Valley Lake Somerset

West Bexington, Dorset
(72 km, S, 55 days)
West Bexington, Dorset
West Bexington, Dorset
(4 years 57 days)

West Bexington, Dorset
Kilnsea, Spurn,

Riding of Yorkshire
(380 km, NNE, 231 days)

West Bexington, Dorset
West Bexington, Dorset
(5 years 42 days)

West Bexington, Dorset
West Bexington, Dorset
(41 days)

West Bexington, Dorset
(1 year 40 days)

West Bexington, Dorset
(1 year 60 days)

West Bexington, Dorset
(2 years 45 days)

West Bexington, Dorset
West Bexington, Dorset
(1 year 348 days)

West Bexington, Dorset
West Bexington, Dorset
(1 year 110 days)

West Bexington, Dorset
Portland Bill, Dorset
(23 km, SE, 83 days)

West Bexington, Dorset
West Bexington, Dorset
(1 year 19 days)
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Yellow Wagtail (West Bexington 22"? August 2015) Alan Barrett

I

Sparrowhawk
(West Bexington

5th September 2015)
Alan Barrett
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Colour Ringed Birds

93M - Great Black-backed Gull (Yellow on Black)

Ringed as a Pullus at Le Havre, Seine-Maritime, Normandy, France on 01/07/2013.

It was subsequently seen at:
- West Bexington on 03/06/14
- West Bexington on 13/06/15

Z9KT - Herring Gull (Black on Orange)

Ringed as a 1%t calendar year bird at Pitsea Landfill Site, Essex UK on 15/11/2014
It was subsequently seen at:
- West Bexington on 13/06/15

P:48B Great Black-backed Gull (Red on White)

Ringed as a Pullus at Portland Harbour, Dorset UK on 20/06/2014
It was subsequently seen at:

- Axe Estuary, Devon UK on 08/01/15

- West Bexington on 13/06/15

P:97A Great Black-backed Gull (Red on White)

Ringed as a Pullus at Portland Harbour, Dorset UK on 09/06/2014
It was subsequently seen at:

- Dawlish Warren, Devon UK on 21/03/15

- West Bexington on 13/06/15

P:15A Great Black-backed Gull (Red on White)

Ringed as a Pullus at Portland Harbour, Dorset UK on 27/06/12
It was subsequently seen at:

- Boulogne sur mer on 05/07/13

- Otter Estuary, Devon on 11/11/14

- West Bexington on 18/06/15
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ARRIVAL AND DEPARTURE DATES FOR COMMON MIGRANTS i WEST BEXINGTON AND COGDEN

Average First Seen Dates Average Last Seen Dates Earliest Latest First Seen | First Seen | First Seen | First Seen | First Seen
SPECIES By Decade By Decade First Seen | Last Seen | Last Seen | Last Seen | Last Seen | Last Seen | Last Seen
1981-1990 | 1991-2000 | 2001-2010 | 1981-1990 | 1991-2000 | 2001-2010 | 1981-2010 | 1981-2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015
Sandwich Tern Spring 23-Apr 17-Apr 29-Mar 18-Mar 13-May 15-Mar 20-Mar 02-Apr 03-Apr
Autumn 17-Sep 22-Sep 02-Oct 27-Nov 29-Sep 23-Oct 02-Oct 30-Sep 18-Sep
Cuckoo Spring 19-May 05-May 28-Apr 20-Apr 26-Apr 05-May z 22-Apr 14-Apr
Autumn z z z Zz z z z z z
Swift Spring 07-May 04-May 28-Apr 20-Apr 24-Apr 26-Apr 24-Apr 30-Apr 29-Apr
Autumn 02-Aug 30-Aug 18-Aug 16-Sep 18-Aug 21-Aug 21-Aug 02-Sep 04-Sep
Sand Martin Spring 18-Apr 27-Mar 22-Mar 02-Mar 15-Mar 15-Mar 10-Mar 27-Mar 20-Mar
Autumn 09-Sep 23-Sep 26-Sep 12-Oct 29-Sep 30-Nov 05-Oct 15-Sep 03-Oct
Swallow Spring 15-Apr 08-Apr 28-Mar 19-Mar 23-Mar 21-Mar 23-Mar 01-Apr 04-Apr
Autumn 15-Oct 04-Nov 06-Nov 01-Dec 03-Nov 27-Nov 19-Oct 18-Nov 31-Oct
House Martin Spring 02-May 22-Apr 20-Apr 02-Mar 02-Apr 04-Apr 04-Apr 10-Apr 16-Apr
Autumn 06-Oct 23-Sep 17-Oct 26-Nov 14-Oct 27-Oct 14-Oct 15-Oct 17-Dec
Yellow Wagtail Spring 01-May 27-Apr 23-Apr 13-Apr 30-Mar 01-May 09-Apr 21-Apr 16-Apr
Autumn 13-Sep 17-Sep 15-Sep 28-Oct 30-Sep 22-Sep 23-Sep 21-Sep 08-Oct
Common Redstart Spring 22-Apr 20-Apr 13-Apr 01-Apr 10-Apr 29-Mar 09-Apr 12-Apr 16-Apr
Autumn 14-Sep 16-Sep 26-Sep 24-Oct 02-Sep 03-Oct 04-Oct 03-Sep 19-Sep
Whinchat Spring 02-May 28-Apr 27-Apr 15-Apr 30-Apr 28-Apr 27-Apr 21-Apr 23-Apr
Autumn 02-Oct 10-Oct 14-Oct 07-Nov 04-Oct 24-Oct 05-Oct 12-Oct 19-Oct
Northern Wheatear Spring 29-Mar 22-Mar 11-Mar 05-Mar 14-Mar 15-Mar 12-Mar 12-Mar 08-Mar
Autumn 28-Sep 12-Oct 14-Oct 11-Nov 14-Nov 26-Oct 01-Nov 31-Oct 19-Oct
Spring 30-Apr 29-Apr 20-Apr 12-Apr 14-Apr 01-May 21-Apr 24-Apr 23-Apr
Grasshopper Warbler PR o z z z 13-Oct 22-Aug 26-Aug 21-Sep 09-Sep 31-3ul
Sedge Warbler Spring 03-May 30-Apr 18-Apr 15-Apr 03-Apr 20-Apr 10-Apr 16-Apr 13-Apr
Autumn 11-Sep 14-Sep 22-Sep 04-Nov 29-Sep 19-Sep 29-Sep 27-Sep 03-Oct
Reed Warbler Spring 05-May 23-Apr 17-Apr 08-Apr 13-Apr 16-Apr 23-Apr 17-Apr 14-Apr
Autumn 26-Aug 13-Sep 19-Sep 01-Oct 31-Aug 22-Sep 29-Sep 11-Oct 03-Oct
. Spring 28-Apr 29-Apr 20-Apr 13-Apr 09-Apr 24-Apr 21-Apr 11-Apr 17-Apr
Lesser Whitethroat Adtumn 05-Sep 12-Sep 22-Sep 18-Oct 10-Sep 13-Sep 29-Nov 13-Sep 20-Nov
Whitethroat Spring 28-Apr 23-Apr 15-Apr 08-Apr 06-Apr 14-Apr 16-Apr 11-Apr 15-Apr
Autumn 12-Sep 19-Sep 24-Sep 10-Oct 12-Nov 08-Oct 05-Oct 01-Oct 20-Sep
Blackcap ** Spring 25-Apr 15-Apr 01-Apr 17-Mar 29-Mar 22-Mar 06-Apr 30-Mar 06-Apr
Autumn 22-Sep 11-Oct 21-Oct 31-Oct 20-Oct 28-Oct 09-Oct 31-Oct 20-Oct
Chiffchaff #* Spring 02-Apr 22-Mar 13-Mar 11-Mar 14-Mar 14-Mar 11-Mar 12-Mar 01-Mar
Autumn 13-Sep 09-Oct 24-Oct 03-Nov 28-Oct 27-Oct 08-Oct 29-Oct 30-Oct
Willow Warbler Spring 22-Apr 10-Apr 31-Mar 10-Mar 26-Mar 28-Mar 09-Apr 01-Apr 04-Apr
Autumn 09-Sep 10-Sep 16-Sep 29-Sep 16-Sep 19-Sep 22-Sep 06-Sep 12-Sep
Spring 10-May 10-May 09-May 22-Apr 11-May 04-May 13-May 10-May 03-May
Spotted Flycatcher Autumn 13-Sep 18-Sep 21-Sep 12-Oct 04-Oct 19-Sep 06-Oct 12-Sep 18-Sep

*** Blackcap and Chiffchaff dates complicated by wintering birds
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SYSTEMATIC LIST (BOU Order) - 269 FULL SPECIES

Mute Swan
Bewick's Swan
Whooper Swan
Tundra Bean Goose
White-fronted Goose
Greylag Goose
Canada Goose
Barnacle Goose
Brent Goose
Egypian Goose
Ruddy Shelduck
Shelduck

Mandarin Duck
Wigeon

American Wigeon
Gadwall

Teal

Mallard

Pintail

Garganey

Shoveler
Red-crested Pochard
Pochard
Ferruginous Duck
Tufted Duck

Scaup

Eider

Long-tailed Duck
Common Scoter

Surf Scoter

Velvet Scoter

Goldeneye

Smew

Red-breasted Merganser
Goosander

Ruddy Duck
Red-legged Partridge
Grey Partridge
Quail

Pheasant
Red-throated Diver
Black-throated Diver
Great Northern Diver
Fulmar

Cory's Shearwater
Sooty Shearwater
Manx Shearwater
Balearic Shearwater
Storm Petrel

Leach's Petrel
Gannet

Cormorant

Shag

Bittern

Night Heron
Cattle Egret
Little Egret

Great White Egret
Grey Heron

Purple Heron

Glossy Ibis
Spoonbill

Little Grebe

Great Crested Grebe
Red-necked Grebe
Slavonian Grebe
Black-necked Grebe
Honey Buzzard
Black Kite

Red Kite

Marsh Harrier

Hen Harrier
Montagu's Harrier
Sparrowhawk
Buzzard

Osprey

Water Rail
Corncrake
Moorhen

Coot

Common Crane

Stone Curlew

Avocet
Oystercatcher
Golden Plover
Grey Plover
Lapwing

Little Ringed Plover
Ringed Plover
Kentish Plover
Whimbrel

Curlew
Black-tailed Godwit
Bar-tailed Godwit
Turnstone

Knot

Ruff

Curlew Sandpiper
Temminck's Stint
Sanderling
Dunlin

Purple Sandpiper
Little Stint

Grey Phalarope

Common Sandpiper
Green Sandpiper
Spotted Redshank

Greenshank

Hoopoe
Kingfisher
Bee-eater

Wryneck

EESNGONEGS I ren woopecker

Wood Sandpiper
Redshank

Jack Snipe
Woodcock
Snipe

Pomarine Skua
Arctic Skua
Long-tailed Skua
Great Skua
Puffin

Black Guillemot
Razorbill

Little Auk
Guillemot

Little Tern

Black Tern

Sandwich Tern

Common Tern
Roseate Tern
Arctic Tern
Sabine's Gull
Kittiwake
Black-headed Gull
Little Gull

Mediterranean Gull

Common Gull
Ring-billed Gull

Lesser Black-backed Gull
Herring Gull
Yellow-legged Gull
Iceland Gull

Glaucous Gull

Great Black-backed Gull
Stock Dove
Woodpigeon

Collared Dove

Turtle Dove

Cuckoo

Barn Owl

Little Owl

Tawny Owl

Long-eared Owl
Short-eared Owl
Nightjar

Swi ft

Great Spotted Woodpecker

Kestrel

Merlin

Hobby
Peregrine
Golden Oriole
Red-backed Shrike
Great Grey Shrike
Woodchat Shrike
Magpie

Jay

Jackdaw

Rook

Carrion Crow
Raven

Goldcrest
Firecrest

Blue Tit

Great Tit

Coal Tit

Willow Tit

Marsh Tit
Bearded Tit
Woodlark
Skylark

Sand Martin

Swallow

House Martin
Red-rumped Swallow
Cetti's Warbler
Long-tailed Tit
Yellow-browed Warbler
Dusky Warbler

Wood Warbler
Chiffchaff

Willow Warbler
Blackcap

Garden Warbler
Barred Warbler
Lesser Whitethroat
Common Whitethroat
Dartford Warbler

Grasshopper Warbler
Aquatic Warbler
Sedge Warbler

Reed Warbler

Nuthatch

I"BBRC RARITY'" DORSET RARITY DORSET SCARCITY

Treecreeper
Wren

Starling
Rose-coloured Starling
Dipper

Ring Ouzel
Blackbird
Fieldfare

Song Thrush
Redwing

Mistle Thrush
Spotted Flycatcher
Robin
Nightingale
Bluethroat

Pied Flycatcher
Black Redstart
Redstart
Whinchat
Stonechat
Wheatear
Dunnock

House Sparrow
Tree Sparrow
Yellow Wagtail
Grey Wagtail
Pied Wagtail
Richard's Pipit
Tawny Pipit
Tree Pipit
Meadow Pipit
Rock Pipit
Water Pipit
Brambling
Chaffinch
Hawfinch
Common Rosefinch
Bullfinch
Greenfinch
Linnet

Twite

Lesser Redpoll
Common Crossbill
Goldfinch

Serin

Siskin

Snow Bunting
Lapland Bunting
Yellowhammer
Cirl Bunting
Ortolan Bunting
Reed Bunting

Corn Bunting



Black Stork - West Bexington 11" to 12" August 2015

Background

During the morning and afternoon of 11" August 2015 a Black Stork was reported at
various locations around Weymouth and Portland. The last of these suggested the bird
was finally seen flying west towards the Fleet and therefore towards West Bexington &
Cogden.

Hoping to 60interceptd the bird, Alan and | i m
opting for West Bexington while Il went t o Cogden which was cl ose
19.30 that Alan picked the bird up flying near the coastal path where it dropped onto a

small pond. He then received a call from Adam Simon who, it transpired, had just flushed

the bird from his land to where Alan had seen it. | then joined Alan and we watched the

bird until dusk, firstly on the small pond an
Nature Reserve where it went to roost.

We arrived at first light the next day and watched the bird leave its roost and drop into a
sheep field some 500 metres further west. The land owner, Martin Yates, kindly agreed to
delay checking on his sheep until later in the morning so as to give birders a chance of
seeing the bird. As it was, the bird remained in the field either feeding or sleeping until
around 08.40 when, in warm sunshine, it spiralled up and was lost to view.

Description

The bird was obviously a stork, long billed, long legged and estimated to be slightly, but
noticeably, bigger than a Grey Heron.

The birdds plumage was entirely black (with a
breast, belly, vent and axillaries which were white. The shafts of the inner secondary

feathers also appeared white. The legs were olive green as was the bill but with a reddish

tinge to the base. The feathers of the | ower
neck was O6tucked inbd.

I n flight the bird haucadilysaaredcwhenx bad @acliet height.t ac't

Status

Black Stork is a rarity in the UK This bird represents just the 11" record for Dorset.
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Black Stork (West Bexington 12" August 2015)
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Cirl Buntings

On Sunday 14" December Alan & lan McLean came across a male Cirl Bunting at
Cogden. A second bird with it may have been a female but both promptly disappeared.

Five days later on the 19" December, Alan and | found a male at West Bexington, around
1.5 miles to the east. It stayed all day but couldnét be found t he

Five days after that, James McCarthy found two female Cirl Buntings back at Cogden.
They flew east.

This intriguing set of sightings |l eft us wond
have long to wait as during the morning of 7t January | found three Cirl Buntings together

at West Bexington. This group, consisting of a male and two females, were in the field

where we had found the December male and it is likely it had been present throughout.

This sighting left us in a quandary. Cirl Buntings had last bred in Dorset in 1971
(coincidently at West Bexington) and there was clearly a chance that this mixed group
might overwinter and therefore be present at the start of the breeding season. Cirl
Buntings had just enjoyed a humber of excellent breeding seasons in Devon and had
expanded into East Devon. Could these three be part of a natural recolonisation of Dorset
and if so what steps should we take?

We had put out news of the 2014 sightings, but thought it prudent not to do so again until
we had taken advice on what their continued presence might mean. We also wanted to
consult with the landowner (The National Trust) and the Simon family who lease and farm
the fields the birds were favouring.

Cath Jeffs, Project Manager of t-intedud®@ PwBdganmeEin r | Bunt
Cornwall, was a great source of information. Cath came along to West Bexington and

helped put together a plan of action. Short-term, it was agreed to try supplementary

feeding, primarily to make the area more attractive to the birds, but also to encourage

them to frequent an accessible area so that they could be viewed with minimal

disturbance. Long-term Cath was able to use her experience of liaising with farmers in

Cornwall and Devon to advise the Simon family on what crop to grow to provide winter

foraging and perhaps encourage the birds to breed.

Supplementary feeding started almost immediately although, despite our efforts, the birds
never took to the feeder. Fortunately, the birds remained faithful to their chosen field and
invariably roosted in the same area of hedge. This made the release of news
straightforward and visiting birders were able to obtain excellent views of the birds with
little or no disturbance.

Over the next couple of months Adam and Ellen Simon planted two fields of spring barley
while we continued to put down seed and monitor the birds daily.

All three birds were seen regularly until 3™ March, but only a pair were present the
following day. On the 10" March the male was heard singing but, perversely, the pair then
disappeared only to re-appear on the 25" March. The pair then remained until at least 29t
April (with another short absence mid-month) but could not be found after.
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In the UK, Cirl Buntings generally start to breed at the beginning of May (exceptionally late

April) with territories established through April. Clearly these birds were on the cusp of
breeding, but something at West BexliBmgngson was
are very sedentary (they only move up to 2 km between their breeding and wintering

areas), and it is thought they might still be in the general area. In fact, during the periods

thatthebi r ds went O miand aprilthgydmightnvell Mave bedn prospecting for

a suitable nest site.

The birds did not return the following winter, but we are ever hopeful.




