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REVIEW OF THE YEAR

January

The year started quietly with 2 Jack Snipes on the 1. They were to stay all month with an
additional 2 seen on the 11™. Little Gulls featured with 3 on the 4™, 2 on the 6" and 1 on
the 8. A Firecrest was seen on the 6™ and a flock of 100 Mediterranean Gulls on the 9™,
The highlight of the month was a Bittern seen in the nature reserve on the 24" and a
Siberian Chiffchaff spent just over a week in the nature reserve from the 24,

February

The Siberian Chiffchaff remained until the 3'. A flock of 110 Mediterranean Gulls was
seen on the 3, a Firecrest was also seen on the 3@ and again on the 10%". 2 Bearded Tits
(a male & female) arrived on the 10" and remained until the end of the month.

March

The male Bearded Tit remain until the 8™, the female until the 10", A Black-tailed Godwit
was seen on the 12, Firecrests were noted on the 17" and 27™ and 2 Great White Egrets
flew through on the 19™.The first Red Kite of the year was seen on the 20" as was a flock
of 400 Golden Plover. A Little Ringed Plover was seen on the Mere on the 215t

April

Two Slavonian Grebes were found on the 2", The sea provided most interest on the 11t
when in combination with a large movement of Common Scoters, 2 Velvet Scoter and an
Arctic Skua flew east. The first Common Redstart of the year arrived on the 12t with
another on the 16™. Cuckoos were noted on the 23" and 29,

May

A Great Northern Diver was seen on the 2", an itermedious Lesser-black Backed Gull on
the 4" and a Bar-tailed Godwit on the 4" and 5. A smart male Hen Harrier passed
through east on the 5" but was eclipsed by a stunning summer plumaged Red-necked
Grebe that lingered on the 6. A Nightjar was flushed from the Mere field on the 8" and a
Common Redstart was seen on the 13%.

June

Cuckoos were once again a feature of June with 1 on the 4" and 5™ at West Bexington,
then 1 from the 9™ to the 24" at Cogden (with another on the 18" and 19™), while 2
different birds were seen together on the 12" back at West Bexington. The only other bird
of note was a Grey-headed form of Yellow Wagtail seen on the 5™,

July

Yellow-legged Gulls are moreorless expected in July and this

an adult and a juvenile on the 20™, 2 juveniles on the 215t and single juveniles on the 22",
231, 26" and 27™. A Grasshopper Warbler was seen on the 22",
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August

A Yellow-legged Gull was seen on the 15t and 3 Little Terns flew east on the 19™. Strong
windsonthe 20"br ought an unprecedented influx of Co
including 2 or 3 off West Bexington. Also on the 20" were a Pomarine Skua and 10

Balearic Shearwaters. Migrants were on the move late in the month with 5 Common

Redstarts on the 24" (with 3 the next day), at least 2 Wrynecks between the 24" and 27t

and a black Tern on the 28™. A large Yellow Wagtail roost formed in the nature reserve in

late August and included up to 3 Blue-headed types. AMont agueébés Harrier wa
briefly on the 315t

September

Common Redstarts were seen on the 2"? and 7" and a Bar-tailed Godwit on the 5th. Two
Little Stints appeared on the 7" with another on the 14™".The only Turtle Dove of the year,
a juvenile, was seen on the 15™ and a Firecrest on the 22",

October

A group of 6 Great White Egrets flew west on the 5" and may constitute a county record. 2
Yellow-browed Warblers and a Common Redstart were seen on the 8, another Yellow-
browed Warbler and 2 Firecrests on the 27 and a Black Redstart on the 30™.

November

The Black Redstart was seen up until the 16™. 2 Siberian Chiffchaffs were found on the 3™
one of which was around until the 27". 2 Great White Egrets flew west on the 23 and 2
Black-tailed Godwits put in an extended stay from the 24™ until the 27", 3 Velvet Scoters
flew east on the 27" and 8 Barnacles Geese appeared on the 29,

December
A Great Northern Diver was seen on the 2" a female Hen Harrier favoured the nature
reserve from the 7t until the 14" and an Iceland Gull was noted on the 17th.



2016 Statistics
162 full species were recorded in 2016 along with 5 sub-species.
No new species were added

The recording area species total (BOU British List) remains at 269.

Number of Species Recorded by Year
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SPECIES ACCOUNTS

Common Wildfowl Monthly Maxima at West Bexington (Adults Only

Jan | Feb | Mar | Apr | May | Jun [Jul | Aug | Sep | Oct | Nov | Dec
Mute 9o | 2| 4| al13| 86| 2|7 2 | 10
Swan
Canada 303 | 5| 6 | 41| 8 |16 |5 | 5 | 41
Goose
Brent 1 5 5 | 15 | 1
Goose
Shelduck 11| 2| 4| 8| 3 6 2 | 3
Wigeon 8 6 4
Gadwall 04| 1] 2|1 11
Teal 65 | 36 | 31 | 13 8 | 4 |120]130
Mallard 70| 30 | 18| 6 |16 | 12| 4 | 3| 3 |12 80 31
Pintail 9
Shoveler 17 | 14 | 14 | 6 50 | 7
Pochard 1
Tufted 727045 | 27110l 3] 2| 1] 1 4
Duck
MUTE SWAN Cygnus olor

Common winter visitor, breeding occasionally
West Bexington See Wildfowl Table
No breeding in 2016.

Max count: West Bexington - 13 on 9" May.

GREYLAG GOOSE Anser anser

Rare visitor (wild birds would be extremely rare and most are considered feral)

West Bexington One flew east on 23 Oct.

The bird was seen later at Abbotsbury Swannery where it stayed until 16" November.

CANADA GOOSE
Common resident, breeding occasionally

All records West Bexington

See Wildfowl Table

Branta canadensis

Bred at West Bexington; three young fledged. Last bred in 2006.

Max count: West Bexington - 55 birds on 2" Aug.




BARNACLE GOOSE Branta leucopsis
Rare winter visitor

West Bexington 8 on 29" Nov.

These birds may have been part of the group that has been wintering at Rodden Hive,
Dorset in recent years.
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Barnacle Geese (West Bexington 29" November 2016)

BRENT GOOSE Branta bernicla

Uncommon winter visitor

Dark-bellied Brent Goose Branta bernicla bernicla

West Bexington 1 on 4" Jan and 5 on 11" Apr. Then, 4 on 7™ Oct, 5 on 30t

Oct, 1 on 3 Nov, 3 on 8t Nov, 1 on 14t Nov, 3 on 15t Nov,
15 on 18" Nov, 5 on 20" Nov, 7 on 25" Nov, 4 on 27" Nov, 3
on 29" Nov, and singles on 7t & 22" Dec.

Scarce in the first winter period, but typical coastal movements noted during the second.

Pale-bellied Brent Goose Branta bernicla hrota
West Bexington 4 west on 3" Apr.

COMMON SHELDUCK Tadorna tadorna
Common resident, mainly outside of the breeding season
All records West Bexington See Wildfowl Table
EURASIAN WIGEON Anas penelope

Common winter visitor
All records West Bexington See Wildfowl Table

Another very poor year presumably due to yet another very mild winter.



GADWALL Anas strepera
Uncommon winter visitor

All records West Bexington See Wildfowl Table
COMMON TEAL Anas crecca
Common winter visitor

All records West Bexington See Wildfowl Table
MALLARD Anas platyrhynchos

Common resident
All records West Bexington See Wildfowl Table

Two pairs successfully bred at West Bexington. Breeding strongly suspected at Cogden
but no young were seen this year.

Mallard hybrid - A male, probably the result of a pairingwitha Gadwal | ( Br ewer 0:¢
present from 8" to 10" April.

PINTAIL Anas acuta
Uncommon winter visitor

All records West Bexington See Wildfowl Table
Just one record - 9 east on 4t October.

NORTHERN SHOVELER Anas clypeata
Common winter visitor

All records West Bexington See Wildfowl Table
Poor numbers in the first winter period; an average count in the second.

COMMON POCHARD Aythya ferina
Scarce winter visitor

All records West Bexington See Wildfowl Table

Just one record, a very poor year.
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TUFTED DUCK Aythya fuligula
Winter visitor

All records West Bexington See Wildfowl Table

There were reasonable counts of this species recorded in the first winter period. Only a
few birds were present in the second.

One pair bred at Cogden.
AYTHYA HYBRID

A hybrid Tufted Duck x Greater Scaup was present with the Tufted Duck flock during
February. From a distance, this bird looked very much a candidate female Greater Scaup,
but close scrutiny showed it for what it was. Anomalies included: the black tip to the bill
overflowing the nail, a pale area behind the nail, a reduced white blaze and a dark back.

Hybrid Tufted Duck x Greater Scaup (West Bexington 24t February 2016)

COMMON SCOTER Melanitta nigra
Winter visitor and offshore migrant

All records West Bexington

Monthly Maxima and Monthly Bird Day Total

Jan | Feb [Mar | Apr |May |Jun |[Jul |Aug | Sep | Oct | Nov | Dec
6 2 2 300 | 15 14 20 3 10 12
7 3 5 347 | 47 14 54 3 17 14

An increase in overall numbers due primarily to a strong passage on 11" April. Most of
these birds had been forced down by rain the previous evening and only moved through in
improved conditions the following day.
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VELVET SCOTER Melanitta fusca
Scarce winter visitor and offshore migrant

West Bexington 2 (singles) east on 11" Apr, 3 east on 27" Nov.

The April birds were part of a strong Scoter movement on this date. The November birds
passed through east together with a Common Scoter.

Velvet Scoters (with Common Scoter) West Bexington 27t November 2016

GOOSANDER Mergus merganser
Formerly rare now scarce winter visitor

West Bexington A male and a O6r edhdNdvSingllhr ough on
6r edéde adhr o9 gnd 108 Nov and a male and a
6redhead@"Ndvr ough

Whilst it might be conceivable that just two birds were involved, these movements
coincided with an influx into Dorset with up to 16 lingering at Ferrybridge until year end.

RED-LEGGED PARTRIDGE Alectoris rufa

Fairly common resident (Birds at West Bexington probably refer to released birds
from the Puncknowle estate)

At least three pairs noted regularly at West Bexington throughout the breeding season with
a similar number at Cogden. Although there were no confirmed records, breeding is sure
to have taken place.

COMMON PHEASANT Phasianus colchicus
Common resident

Breeds at both West Bexington and Cogden.

Noted regularly at both sites throughout the year.
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RED-THROATED DIVER Gavia stellata
Fairly common winter visitor (records refer to birds settled on the sea or flying close
inshore to a different feeding area)

Monthly Maxima and Monthly Bird Day Totals at West Bexington and Cogden
Jan | Feb |[Mar | Apr |May |Jun |Jul |Aug | Sep | Oct | Nov | Dec

3 1 1 1 1 1 1
8 1 2 2 1 2 5
Annual trends
© L0 < ™ N - o o)) foe) N~ © o) Pre-
Yer |3 |8 |3 |3 |2 |3 |3 |8 |8 |8 |8 |8 |2005
(9] (9\] N (9\] N N (9\] (e\] (9\] (e\] N N AVg
Tott)a;yi'rd 21 | 57 | 57 | 89 |101|112|112| 85| 80 | 48 | 39 | NiC| 78
© 7o) < ™ N - o o 0 N~ © o) Pre-
Jan S la g |s|a|8 |28 |8 |8 |8 |8 |8 |2005
(9\] (9\] N (9\] N AN N N (9\] (9\] N (9\] AVg
Monthly | 5 | 59| 7 | 5 | 6 |23 19| 5 | 6 | 2| 2 |nc| 8
Maxima
Monthly | g | 4o | 23 | 40 | 28 | 74 | 72 | 20 | 18 | 4 | 2 |Nc| 24
Bird Days
© o <t ™ N - o o)) foe) ~ © o) Pre-
Dec S /a8 |s8la|a |8 (8|8 |8 |8 |8 | 2005
(9\] N (9\| N (9\| N N N N N (9\] (9\] AVg
Monthly | v | 1 | 6 | 2 | 6 |20]10| 6 |12 9| 9| 1| s
Maxima
Monthly '\ o1 5 | 20| 6 | 28| 18 | 16 | 25 | 43 | 33 | 31 | 2 | 19
Bird Days

One of the worst annual counts on record. Hopefully birds have simply moved elsewhere.

Red-throated Diver (Cogden 27" October 2016)
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GREAT NORTHERN DIVER Gavia immer
Scarce winter visitor

West Bexington. 1 on 2" May and 1 on 2" Dec.

Just two records.

SLAVONIAN GREBE Podiceps auritus

Scarce winter visitor

West Bexington. Two partially summer plumaged close inshore birds on 2" Apr.
LITTLE GREBE Tachybaptus ruficollis

Locally common breeding bird and occasional winter visitor

West Bexington At least 2 territories.

Cogden At least 2 territories.

As last year, it was unclear if breeding was successful as no young were noted at either
site.

Three birds were noted at West Bexington during the winter months.

GREAT CRESTED GREBE Podiceps cristatus
Winter visitor (Records usually refer to birds feeding at sea on calm days)

Birds were noted off West Bexington and Cogden feeding at sea.

Monthly Maxima and Monthly Bird Day Totals

Jan | Feb [Mar | Apr |May |Jun |[Jul |Aug | Sep | Oct | Nov | Dec
9 6 8 2 1 2 2 4
27 24 26 3 2 3 10 22

Annual trend

© o) < ™ (oY — o o [o0) N~ © To) 2000-

Year S |5 |85 |85 |5 |5 |5 |8 |8 |8 |8 |8 |2004
N | N |N | N [N N | [N | Q| N | |  |ay

g.

Tott)ae'lyE;'rd 117|163 | 31 120|190 | 179|144 | 41 | 27 | 13 | 46 | NIC | 57

A reasonable year total.

As in 2015, some notable mid-summer records.
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RED-NECKED GREBE Podiceps grisegena
Rare winter visitor and passage migrant

West Bexington A summer plumaged bird lingered on 6" May.

The first record for some time.

Red-necked Grebe (West Bexington 6" May 2016)

NORTHERN FULMAR Fulmarus glacialis
Regular visitor (Birds breed nearby on cliffs at Burton Bradstock)

Monthly Maxima and Monthly Bird Day Totals
Jan | Feb [Mar | Apr |May |Jun |[Jul |Aug | Sep | Oct | Nov | Dec
7 2 3 2 1 1 6 1
15 3 7 5 5 2 13 3

As usual, most birds were noted during the nest prospecting/breeding season. This
species is thought to be significantly under-recorded.

A similar year count to 2015.

C ORY SKEARWATER Calonectris borealis
Very rare passage migrant in autumn

West Bexington 2/3 on 20" Aug.

An unseasonal low brought 60 mph winds to the SW on 20" August and with them an
almost unprecedented influxof Cor y 6 s S h eta tymeBag Aleng with the above,
birds were seen at West Bay and Charmouth in Dorset as well as Seaton in Devon.

The first records here for many years.
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MANX SHEARWATER Puffinus puffinus
Fairly common passage migrant in spring and early summer

Monthly Maxima and Monthly Bird Day Totals
Jan | Feb |[Mar | Apr |May |Jun |[Jul |Aug | Sep | Oct | Nov | Dec
160 | 10 6 95
289 | 11 6 105

Numbers were up on 2015 although almost entirely due to good counts on 11" April and
20™ August. Birds were only recorded on 11 dates.

BALEARIC SHEARWATER Puffinus mauretanicus
Rare summer visitor/passage migrant

West Bexington/ 10 through on 20" Aug.
Cogden

Just one record

NORTHERN GANNET Morus bassanus
Frequent visitor offshore throughout the year

Monthly Maxima and Monthly Bird Day Totals

Jan |Feb |[Mar | Apr |May |Jun |[Jul |Aug | Sep | Oct | Nov | Dec
8 7 12 15 17 | 280 | 131 | 26 17 30 22
16 8 58 | 119 | 72 | 817 | 207 | 46 64 90 47

Overall numbers 60% up on 2015. The 11, 14th and 15™ July provided the biggest
movements

GREAT CORMORANT Phalacrocorax carbo

Common visitor with 2 or 3 birds seen on most days flying past West Bexington.
Sometimes noted flying inland through the Grove, possibly en route to the fish farm
at Berwick.

Seen most days with a notable group of 19 flying over on 9™ August.

EUROPEAN SHAG Phalacrocorax aristotelis
Scarce visitor

Cogden 1 on 30" Nov.

Just one record and probably under recorded.

EUROPEAN BITTERN Botaurus stellaris
Rare visitor
West Bexington 1 in the nature reserve on 23 Jan.

Last year 6s bi r do%usandthargustfithree manthsdaten loetter reflects
the recovery in numbers that this species is enjoying in the UK.
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LITTLE EGRET Egretta garzetta
Uncommon visitor (despite suitable habitat, birds do not usually linger here)

Monthly Maxima and Monthly Bird Day Totals at West Bexington
Jan |Feb |Mar | Apr |May |Jun |Jul |Aug |Sep |Oct | Nov | Dec
3
4

3 1 3 3 1 5 3 1 1
5 2 4 9 3 10 8 3 3

A similar position to 2015.

GREAT WHITE EGRET Ardea alba
Scarce visitor but becoming more regular

West Bexington 2 on 19" Mar, 6 on 5" Oct and 2 on 24™ Nov.

An upsurge in sighting here reflecting the upward trend in the UK. Remarkably it is just 11
years since this species was judged sufficiently rare that records had to be considered by
the British Birds Rarities Committee. In 2012 this species bred in the UK for the first time
and currently it is no longer considered rare, or even scarce in Dorset. The six birds on the
5% October coincided with an influx into the country around this time.

Great White Egrets (West Bexington 5" October 2016)
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GREY HERON

groups, just the odd one or two wandering birds noted at other times of the year)

Ardea cinerea
Scarce visitor (most records seem to relate to the post breeding dispersal of family

Monthly Maxima and Monthly Bird Day Totals at West Bexington and Cogden

Jan | Feb [Mar | Apr |May |Jun |[Jul |Aug | Sep | Oct | Nov | Dec
1 1 2 1 2 1 2 1 2 1 1
1 2 4 1 8 8 11 5 6 4 1

No notable counts. The year total was exactly the same as that recorded in 2015 but were

down on 2014.

RED KITE

Rare visitor and passage migrant

West Bexington

Cogden

A quiet year here.

MARSH HARRIER
Scarce (formerly rare) winter visitor

West Bexington

Cogden

Singles on 20" Mar, 16™ Apr, 23 Apr, 5" May and 15! Aug.

Singles on 9" May, 10" Jun and 9™ Aug.

Milvus milvus

Circus aeruginosus

Singles on 25" Jan, 2" Feb, 13" Feb and 14" Feb. A female
was seen almost daily from 6" April to 5" Jun. A Juvenile on 7t
Aug and an adult female on 22" Dec.

Singles on 6%, 8t 11" and, 13™ Jan. 2 on 12" Apr, 1 on 13®

Apr and 1 on 30" Aug.

The female on the 12" April at West Bexington was seen carrying a reed. There will have
been some overlap between the two sites, especially with April records.

MONT A G WHARRIER
Rare passage migrant

Cogden

Circus pygargus

Adringtail o

The first record here for many years.

HEN HARRIER

Rare winter visitor

West Bexington

A male passed through east on 5" Ma vy .

passeidugt hr ough

Circus cyaneus

A

east

(0]

6ringtail 6

and around the nature reserve from 7" to 14 Dec.

The ringtail was thought to be a non-juvenile female.
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Hen Harrier (West Bexington 11" December 2016)

EURASIAN SPARROWHAWK Accipiter nisus
Fairly common resident (breeds at both West Bexington and Cogden and often seen
hunting the area)

Similar status to 2015 with single birds seen throughout the year. Displaying/interacting
pairs were seen on 6™ March and 19t April.

COMMON BUZZARD Buteo buteo
Common resident (often seen hunting over the area and now a breeding bird)

Although displaying birds were noted at West Bexington and Cogden and young birds
soliciting food were heard calling at both sites, there was no evidence of breeding within
the recording area.

Max Count: West Bexington - 7 soaring together on 16" Apr and 27" Sept.

COMMON KESTREL Falco tinnunculus
Fairly common resident (birds seen hunting over the area all year)

For the sixth year in succession, a pair bred successfully at West Bexington.

Two adults and a juvenile seen together at Cogden on 19" August may relate to the
Bexington pair or could constitute another.
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MERLIN Falco columbarius
Scarce winter visitor and passage migrant

West Bexington Singles seen on 12" Apr, 25" Aug, 20" Oct, 28" Oct, 30" Oct,
19t Nov and 11" Dec.

A better year than 2015.

EURASIAN HOBBY Falco subbuteo

Fairly common passage migrant

West Bexington 1 on 2" May and 1 on 16" Jun,

Cogden 1 on 218t Apr, 1 on 15" May, 1 on 3" Jul, 1 on 23" Jul and
1 on 24" Aug.

Sightings slightly up on last year, but no birds lingered.

PEREGRINE FALCON Falco peregrinus
Fairly common visitor (mostly winter but also other times of the year)

West Bexington Singles on 5™, 10" and 24™ Jan, 29" Feb, 11" Jul, 25" Aug,
15t Sept, 6" Nov, 8" Nov, 28™ Nov, 9" Dec and 16" Dec.

Cogden 1 on 9™ Apr.

The downward trend in sighting continues. Just 13 bird days compared with around double
that number just a few years ago.

WATER RAIL Rallus aquaticus
Winter visitor (recorded at both West Bexington and Cogden, may breed)

Birds regularly heard and occasionally seen in both winter periods, but not recorded during
the breeding season.

MOORHEN Gallinula chloropus
Locally common resident

Recorded regularly at West Bexington and Cogden throughout the year. Breeding
confirmed at West Bexington (at least two pairs) and strongly suspected at Cogden.

Max Count: West Bexington - 9 on 15t Mar.
COMMON COOT Fulica atra
Locally common resident (numbers increase briefly late winter, but birds then

disperse to breeding areas)

Breeding confirmed at West Bexington and Cogden with at least one successful pair at
each site.

Max Count: West Bexington - 19 on 4™ Mar.
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OYSTERCATCHER Haematopus ostralegus
Fairly scarce passage migrant

West Bexington 1 on 22" Mar, 2 on 15t May, 1 on 3" May, 5 on 4" May, 2 on
51 May, 1 on 9" May, 1 on 12" May, 2 on 16" May and 2 on
22" May.

Cogden Singles on 19™ Jun and 20" Jul.

A quiet year outside of a reasonable movement in May.

LITTLE RINGED PLOVER Charadrius dubius
Scarce passage migrant

West Bexington 1 on 215 Mar.

Just one record but welcome after a blank year in 2015.

Little Ringed Plover (West Bexington 215t March 2016)

GREAT RINGED PLOVER Charadrius hiaticula
Regular winter visitor and passage migrant, has bred recently

Monthly Maxima at West Bexington and Cogden
Jan | Feb |[Mar | Apr |May |Jun |Jul |Aug | Sep | Oct | Nov | Dec
4 5 1 4 3 2 3 3 3

A similar picture to 2015. This species is generally not now recorded during the breeding
season. A pair last bred in 2006.
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GREY PLOVER Pluvialis squatarola
Scarce winter visitor

West Bexington Singles on 5" and 7" May.

Just two sighting this year; disappointing.

Grey Plover (West Bexington 51" May 2016)

GOLDEN PLOVER Pluvialis apricaria
Scarce winter visitor, usually in hard weather

West Bexington Circa. 150 on 15" Mar rising to 400 on 20" Mar.
No hard weather movements this year.

NORTHERN LAPWING Vanellus vanellus
Scarce winter visitor, usually in hard weather (formerly bred in small numbers)

West Bexington 2 on 20™ Jan, 1 on 9" May, 3 on 4" Oct, 4 on 215t Oct, 17 on
23 Oct, 1 on 25™ Oct, 1 on 26™ Oct, 1 on 30" Oct, 3 on
23" Nov, 1 on 25" Nov, 4 on 26™ Nov, 1 on 5" Dec, 1 on
oth Dec and 1 on 10" Dec.

As with the previous species, no hard weather movements this year and just one double
figure count.
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SANDERLING Calidris alba
Regular spring and occasional autumn migrant

Monthly Maxima and Monthly Bird Day Totals at West Bexington and Cogden

Jan | Feb |Mar | Apr |May |Jun |Jul |Aug | Sep | Oct | Nov | Dec
1 24 7 4 1 1
1 56 7 5 1 1

As usual, a strong spring bias to records. Winter records are unusual here so the January
date is noteworthy.

DUNLIN Calidris alpina
Regular spring and autumn migrant but in very small numbers

Monthly Maxima and Monthly Bird Day Totals at West Bexington and Cogden

Jan | Feb |[Mar | Apr |May |Jun |Jul |Aug | Sep | Oct | Nov | Dec
1 2 8 1 1 7
1 6 31 1 2 14

A reasonable passage here, especially in May. No winter records however.

Male (left) and Female Dunlin (West Bexington 13t April 2016)

LITTLE STINT Calidris minuta
Scarce autumn migrant

West Bexington 2 on 71 Sept and 1 on 14" Sept.

The first sightings for some years. These birds took advantage of a recently drained pond
but none lingered beyond a day.
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JACK SNIPE Lymnocryptes minimus
Scarce winter visitor

West Bexington 2 on 15t Jan then 4 from 11™ to 20" Jan. Only 2 were found on
28" Jan, but then 7 on 9" Feb. 5 still on 7" Mar reducing to 3
by 15t Apr. 1 on 23" Oct.

Cogden 1 on 4™ Feb.

The seven recorded in the first winter period are thought to be a site record. None were
recorded in the second winter period but the Mere and both reed beds were exceptionally
dry.

COMMON SNIPE Gallinago gallinago
Common winter visitor

Monthly Maxima at West Bexington & Cogden
Jan | Feb [Mar | Apr |May |Jun |[Jul |Aug | Sep | Oct | Nov | Dec
25 30 35 20 1 2 3 34 25

Numbers slightly down in both winter periods. Mild weather and a very dry end of year the
likely cause.

WOODCOCK Scolopax rusticola
Scarce winter visitor, usually in hard weather

Cogden Singles on 20" Jan and 24" Nov.

Only two records but unsurprising given the relatively mild winter conditions.

BLACK-TAILED GODWIT Limosa limosa

Scare passage migrant

West Bexington 1 on 12" Mar and 2 on the Mere from 24" to 27" Nov.
BAR-TAILED GODWIT Limosa lapponica

Scare passage migrant

West Bexington 1 on 4™ and 5" May. 1 on 5" Sept.

WHIMBREL Numenius phaeopus

Regular Passage migrant mainly in spring.

Monthly Maxima and Monthly Bird Day Totals West Bexington & Cogden

Jan | Feb |[Mar | Apr |May |Jun |[Jul |Aug | Sep | Oct | Nov | Dec
38 13 2
163 | 70 4

A reasonable spring movement but again autumn passage was almost a non-event.
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EURASIAN CURLEW Numenius argquata
Uncommon visitor, mainly in spring and autumn

West Bexington 1 on 24" Feb, 2 on 4" Mar, 1 on 24" Mar, 1 on 9" Apr and 1 on
11t Apr.
Cogden 1 on 5™ Sept.

Another unexceptional year.

COMMON REDSHANK Tringa totanus

Scarce migrant and occasional winter visitor

West Bexington 2 birds on the 215t Mar with 1 still on 23" Mar.
GREENSHANK Tringa nebularia

Scarce migrant

West Bexington 2 on 8" Apr, 1 on 19" Apr, 1 on 20" Apr and 2 on 215t Apr.
Then 2 on 17" Aug and 1 on 5™ Sept.

Cogden 1 on 8™ Oct.

An average year.

GREEN SANDPIPER Tringa ochropus
Scarce migrant

West Bexington 1 on 2" Jun.

Just one record, an early returning adult.

COMMON SANDPIPER Actitis hypoleucos
Uncommon migrant

West Bexington 1 on 12" Apr, 3 on 19" Apr, 1 on 23 Apr, 2 on 25" Apr, 2 on
271 Apr, 1 on 28" Apr, 1 on 4" May, 4 on 6" Jul, 3 on 18" Jul,
1 on 28" Jul and 1 on 3 Aug.

An average year.

POMARINE SKUA Stercorarius pomarinus
Uncommon migrant in spring and autumn

West Bexington A 2"d calendar year bird on 20" Aug.

Just one record again this year.

ARCTIC SKUA Stercorarius parasiticus
Regular but uncommon migrant in spring and autumn

West Bexington 1 on 11™ Apr.

Just one record, very disappointing for this species.
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MEDITERRANEAN GULL Larus melanocephalus
Uncommon visitor, increasing.

Monthly Maxima and Monthly Bird Day Totals West Bexington

Jan | Feb |[Mar | Apr |May |Jun |[Jul |Aug | Sep | Oct | Nov | Dec
100 | 110 5 1 5 15 2 5 17 6
251 | 299 9 2 14 71 9 13 34 21

Unprecedented numbers were seen around West Bexington during the first two months of

the year. Although there were a number of single species flocks seen during the day, the

highest counts were made at pre-roost gatherings in the evenings.

LITTLE GULL Hydrocoloeus minutus
Scarce migrant and winter visitor

West Bexington 3 on 4" Jan, 2 on 6" Jan and 1 on 8" Jan
Cogden 1 on 15t Jan and 2 on 5" Jan

The only birds seen were hangovers from storms in December 2015.

BLACK-HEADED GULL Larus ridibundus
Common migrant and winter visitor. Regular in summer

Seen throughout the year
Max Count: West Bexington - circa. 1,500 on 8" Jan.

COMMON GULL Larus canus
Common winter visitor (formerly one of the commonest gulls in the winter gull
roost)

Common through both winter periods but no notable counts.

Max Count: West Bexington - circa. 500 on 9™ Jan.

LESSER BLACK-BACKED GULL Larus fuscus graeselli
Regular winter visitor in relatively small numbers

Just a handful of records for either winter period peaking at 8 on 28" July.
INTERMEDIOUS GULL Larus fuscus intermedious

West Bexington One on 4" May.
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‘Intermedious ’ L e s s elrack&ll Galt(West Bexington 4" May 2016)

Althoughapparently dark mantled enough to be
(L.F.fuscus), there was nothing in this bird® size or structure to support such an
identification. In fact, scrutiny of the images show a slight contrast between the wing-tips
and the rest of the upper-wing which most fuscus would not have. Perhaps this bird was
an intermedious from the northern end of their range where overlap with fuscus renders
separation of some individuals impossible.

HERRING GULL Larus argentatus argenteus
Common breeding resident

As last year, 15 nests were counted in the small rooftop colony at West Bexington. Most
were successful.

Max Count: West Bexington - circa. 1,000 on 20t Jul.

YELLOW-LEGGED GULL Larus michahellis
Uncommon autumn visitor

West Bexington An adult and a juvenile on 20" Jul were followed by 2 juveniles
on 215t Jul and single juveniles on 224, 231 26t and 271 Jul
with another on 15t Aug.

Despite the closeness of the dates suggesting otherwise, at least four individual juveniles
were identified. It is likely that many more passed through unnoticed.
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ICELAND GULL Larus glaucoides
Rare winter visitor

West Bexington A adult came in off the sea and flew east along the coastal
ridge on 171" Dec.

GREAT BLACK-BACKED GULL Larus marinus
Resident in small numbers but does not breed (numbers can increase in stormy
weather)

Recorded on most days with daily counts usually into double figures.
Max Count: West Bexington - 51 on 9™ Sept.

KITTIWAKE Rissa tridactyla
Uncommon visitor in small numbers throughout the year and usually associated
with stormy weather

West Bexington 1 on 6™ Feb, 40 on 11" Apr, 1 on 27™ Jul, 1 on 19" Aug, 6 on
20" Aug, 1 on 22" Aug.

No storm driven movements.

LITTLE TERN Sterna albifrons
Uncommon spring migrant

West Bexington 3 east on 19" Aug.

Autumn birds are almost unheard of here.

BLACK TERN Chlidonias niger
Uncommon migrant

West Bexington 1 east on 28" Aug.

SANDWICH TERN Sterna sandvicensis

Frequent spring and autumn migrant

All records West Bexington & Cogden

Monthly Maxima and Monthly Bird Day Totals
Jan |Feb | Mar | Apr |May |Jun |Jul |Aug | Sep | Oct | Nov | Dec
63 11 14 7 2 6 2
93 65 42 14 3 10 2

First sighting 7" Apr
Last Sighting 4t Oct

Slightly up on 2015 due mainly to a largish movement on 11™ April.
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Sandwich Tern (West Bexington 18t July 2016)

COMMON TERN Sterna hirundo
A common spring migrant and summer visitor

This species is only regularly recorded in summer when the nearby breeding colony at
Abbotsbury becomes established. When this colony fails there is a corresponding
reduction in sightings of this species and other terns.

This species had another excellent breeding season at Abbotsbury in 2016 with around
fifty pairs raising over 100 young. Adult birds were regularly noted foraging in the recording
area.

All records West Bexington & Cogden

Monthly Maxima and Monthly Bird Day Totals
Jan | Feb |[Mar | Apr |May |Jun |Jul |Aug | Sep | Oct | Nov | Dec
27 16 12 30
27 56 39 | 101

First sighting 11t Apr
Last Sighting 22nd Jul

Max count: West Bexington - 27 on 11" Apr.

COMMON GUILLEMOT Uria aalge

Uncommon visitor usually early and late winter

West Bexington Just single figure counts in either winter period.
& Cogden
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RAZORBILL Alcatorda
Uncommon visitor usually early and late winter

West Bexington There were few records from the first winter period, but up to
& Cogden 30 birds lingered throughout November & December.
STOCK DOVE Columba oenas

Resident at West Bexington and seen regularly at Cogden

West Bexington A couple of pairs were on territory around the village and one
nest site was noted although no young were seen.

No significant counts.

WOOD PIGEON Columba palumbus
Common resident at West Bexington and Cogden and breeds in good numbers

No confirmed breeding in 2016, but it is sure to have taken place.

A single four figure movement was noted on 6" November.

The spectacle of tens of thousands of Wood Pigeons moving through in late autumn has
been a feature of recent years. Ultimately, 2016 was a huge disappointment.

COLLARED DOVE Streptopelia decaocto

Resident in West Bexington village

West Bexington A number of pairs were seen displaying / courting around the
village. No nest sites were noted but breeding is sure to have
taken place.

No significant counts.

TURTLE DOVE Streptopelia turtur
Rare migrant

West Bexington A juvenile on 15" Sept.

Just one record this year.

COMMON CUCKOO Cuculus canorus

Scarce migrant

West Bexington 1 on 23" Apr, 1 on 4" and 5" Jun then 2 together on 12" Jun.
Cogden 1 on 29" Apr, 1 from 9™ to 24™ Jun was joined by a 2"

calendar year bird on 18" and 19" Jun.
Another excellent year here for this species.

Once again birds were present in June and most likely lingering before moving south.
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2"d calendar year Cuckoo (Cogden 19t June 2016)

BARN OWL Tyto alba
Scarce visitor breeding occasionally

A pair (assumed to be the same pair as the last four years) bred successfully at West
Bexington raising three young.

TAWNY OWL Strix aluco
Uncommon resident, thought to breed

West Bexington As in 2015, birds were heard calling around the village on
several dates. A roosting bird was disturbed from the nature
reserve on 17" November.

NIGHTJAR Caprimulgus europaeus
Rare migrant

West Bexington 1 disturbed from the Mere on 8" May had presumably been
brought down the previous night by heavy rain.

COMMON SWIFT Apus apus
Common spring and autumn migrant but declining

First Seen 26" Apr
Last Seen 3 Aug

Significant Counts: West Bexington - 250 on 17" Jun.
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KINGFISHER Alcedo atthis
Rare migrant and winter visitor

West Bexington 1 on 14" Jun and 1 on 23 Aug.
Cogden 1 on 13" Jun.

Probably just two records.

WRYNECK Jynx torquilla
Rare migrant

West Bexington 1 from 24™ to 27" Aug.
Cogden 1 on 25" and 26™" Aug.

Two Wrynecks were reported seen at West Bexington on 25" and 26™ August with three
on 27" although none of these additional sightings were verified.

Wryneck (West Bexington 25" August 2016)

GREEN WOODPECKER Picus viridis
Uncommon resident, a breeding bird at both West Bexington and Cogden

West Bexington A very early juvenile was seen on 30" May with another
juvenile seen on 11" Sept.

No evidence of breeding at Cogden.
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GREAT SPOTTED WOODPECKER Dendrocopos major
Uncommon resident mainly during autumn and winter months

West Bexington 1 pair bred successfully in the Market Garden.
Cogden A juvenile was seen on 25" Jul.
SKY LARK Alauda arvensis

Common resident and winter visitor at both West Bexington and Cogden

This species was surveyed this year and a minimum of 11 pairs were noted at West
Bexington and 10 pairs at Cogden. Coverage was not complete but simple extrapolation
suggests that the real figures will be at least double that counted.

Breeding confirmed at both sites.

Significant Counts: Passage - Circa. 100 west on 13" Nov.

SAND MARTIN Riparia riparia
Frequent migrant in spring and autumn

First Seen 26" Mar.
Last Seen 3 QOct

Significant Counts: West Bexington - 750+ west on 14th Jul.
A notable 58 birds were trapped and ringed.

BARN SWALLOW Hirundo rustica
Common migrant in spring and autumn

First Seen  26™ Mar
Last Seen 2" Nov

Bred at West Bexington in 2016 with a minimum of two pairs.

Significant Counts: West Bexington - 2,000+ east on 4™ October.

A notable 604 birds were trapped and ringed.

HOUSE MARTIN Delichon urbica
Common migrant in spring and autumn

First Seen  11™ Apr
Last Seen 215t Oct

Significant Counts: West Bexington - 1,800 east on 4™ Oct.

164 birds were trapped and ringed.
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TREE PIPIT Anthus trivialis
Uncommon passage migrant mainly in autumn

West Bexington 5 on 24™ Aug, 2 on 25" Aug, 1 on 26" Aug, 2 on 29" Aug, 6 on
30" Aug and 1 on 12" Sept.

Cogden 4 on 17" Aug, 43 on 24" Aug and 24 on 25" Aug.
No spring records and, as usual, probably under-recorded.

MEADOW PIPIT Anthus pratensis
Primarily a winter visitor and passage migrant, breeding occasionally

Not thought to have bred in 2016. Only wintered in small numbers.

Significant Counts: West Bexington & Cogden - Circa 2,000 birds grounded across the
recording area on 2" Oct.

ROCK PIPIT Anthus petrosus
Scarce visitor to the recording area but a common resident to the west of Cogden at
Burton Bradstock

West Bexington 1 on the Mere on 22" Mar.
Given the date, location and habitat it is likely that this bird was of the subspecies litoralis.

YELLOW WAGTAIL Motacilla flava flavissima
Passage migrant mainly in autumn

First Seen 16" Apr
Last Seen 8" Oct

Monthly Maxima and Monthly Bird Day Totals West Bexington and Cogden

Jan | Feb [Mar | Apr |May |Jun |[Jul |Aug | Sep | Oct | Nov | Dec
1 1 1 207 2
3 4 1 442 6

The above tables reflects birds seen on migration either passing through or feeding in
fields within the recording area. They do not include roosting birds.

West Bexington DWT reed bed held a sizable night-time roost during the second half of
August and early September which peaked at over 500 birds. Over several evenings 373
of these were trapped and ringed including 2 or 3 of the race M.f.flava 0 IBe-headedd
Wagtail (see below). Surprisingly, there was only one re-trap suggesting that the actual
number using the roost may have been well into four figures. To put these numbers into
context, only 286 Yellow Wagtails were ringed in the whole of the UK in 2015.
BLUE-HEADED WAGTAIL Motacilla flava flava

One, possibly two trapped on 26™ August with another trapped on 15t Sept.
GREY-HEADED WAGTAIL Motacilla flava thunbergi

A female of this race was seen briefly at West Bexington on 5" June. This is the first
sighting for the recording area (see page 57).
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GREY WAGTAIL Motacilla cinerea
Passage migrant mainly in autumn

No spring records. A total of 23 birds were recorded from 6" September to 27t October;
the maximum day count was 7 on 13" September.

Winter West Bexington - 1 lingered from 6" Nov to year end.

PIED WAGTAIL Motacilla alba yarellii
Regular throughout the year, also common autumn migrant

Successfully bred at West Bexington in 2016.

No significant counts. Although there was a small roost in the village during the second
winter period this never exceeded 14 birds.

WHITE WAGTAIL Motacilla alba alba

West Bexington 2 on 5" Apr, 1 on 28™ Apr, 2 on 4" May & 2 on 2" Oct.
0 Al BAMAGTAIL

No significant passage noted.

WREN Troglodytes troglodytes
Common breeding Bird at West Bexington and Cogden

Successfully bred at West Bexington and Cogden in 2016.

HEDGE ACCENTOR Prunella modularis
Common breeding bird at West Bexington and Cogden

Successfully bred at West Bexington and Cogden in 2016.

ROBIN Erithacus rubecula
Common breeding bird at West Bexington and Cogden, also common winter visitor

Successfully bred at West Bexington and Cogden in 2016.

BLACK REDSTART Phoenicurus ochruros
Scarce migrant and winter visitor

West Bexington One lingered in the area of the coastguard cottages from
30" Oct to 16" Nov at least.
Just one bird this year.

COMMON REDSTART Phoenicurus phoenicurus
Uncommon passage migrant in spring and autumn

West Bexington 1 on 12" Apr, 1 on 13" May, 4 on 24" Aug, 1 on 2" Sept, 1 on
7t Sept and 1 on 8™ Oct.

Cogden 1 on 16" Apr, 1 on 24" Aug, 3 on 25" Aug and 1 on 30™ Aug.

First Seen  12™ Apr
Last Seen 8™ Oct

Similar numbers to 2015.
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WHINCHAT Saxicola rubetra
Passage migrant uncommon in spring, common in autumn

First Seen 2" May
Last Seen 2" QOct

Jan |Feb |[Mar | Apr | May |Jun |Jul |Aug | Sep | Oct | Nov | Dec
1 2 4 31 2
3 3 53 72

N

Another reasonable autumn passage.

COMMON STONECHAT Saxicola torquata
Widespread, but not common resident. Breeds in small numbers

Breeding confirmed at West Bexington with a minimum of 3 pairs and at Cogden with a
minimum of 5 pairs.

NORTHERN WHEATEAR Oenanthe oenanthe
Common passage migrant in spring and autumn

First Seen 8 Mar
Last Seen 15t Nov

Monthly Maxima and Monthly Bird Day Totals West Bexington and Cogden
Jan |Feb |Mar | Apr |May |Jun |Jul |Aug |Sep |Oct | Nov | Dec
7 7 5 2 36 26 6 1
33 | 45 11 4 118 | 99 25 1

Numbers slightly up on 2015 although down in spring.

Significant Counts: West Bexington - 36 on 24™ August.

Northern Wheatear (West Bexington 22" April 2016)
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BLACKBIRD Turdus merula
Common resident at West Bexington and Cogden. Also common winter visitor

Breeding confirmed at West Bexington and Cogden in 2016.
No significant counts.

FIELDFARE Turdus Pilaris
Uncommon winter visitor although numbers can increase significantly during hard
weather

West Bexington 2 on 20" Nov.
Cogden 17 on 22" Oct
Just two records from the second winter period. Another quite year.

SONG THRUSH Turdus philomelos
Common resident at West Bexington and Cogden. Also common winter visitor

Breeding was confirmed at Cogden and West Bexington.
No significant counts; 16 at West Bexington on 15t December was the highest day count.
REDWING Turdus iliacus

Uncommon winter visitor although numbers can increase significantly during hard
weather

West Bexington 2 on 16™ Jan, 1 on 8" Nov, 10 on 20" Nov, 1 on 30" Nov, 1 on
3" Dec, 6 on 4" Dec, 1 on 12" Dec, 2 on 17" Dec and 1 on
29" Dec.

Cogden 1 on 18" Feb, 1 on 6" Nov, 1 on 27" Nov and 2 on 2 Dec.

No significant counts.

MISTLE THRUSH Turdus viscivorus
Scarce winter visitor (formerly a breeding bird)

West Bexington Two (possibly a pair) seen most days from 4" Jan to 10" Mar.
Then, 1 or 2 seen regularly from 7" Oct to year end.

Cogden 1 on 11™ Jan.

There was no evidence of breeding this year.
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CETTI'S WARBLER

Cettia cetti

Uncommon and local resident at West Bexington and Cogden

West Bexington

Cogden

An excellent year with 11 males on territory. This species might even be under-recorded.

6 singing males and breeding confirmed.

5 singing males.
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Cetti's Warbler Singing Males
West Bexington & Cogden
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GRASSHOPPER WARBLER Locustella naevia

Scarce passage mig
West Bexington

First Seen
Last Seen

22nd Jul
29" Aug

No spring records.

rant in spring and autumn

1 on 22" Jul, 1 trapped on 29" Aug.
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Grasshopper Warbler (West Bexington 22" July 2016).

SEDGE WARBLER Acrocephalus schoenobaenus
Uncommon breeding summer visitor and locally common passage migrant

West Bexington 1 on 215t Apr, 4 singing on 25™ Apr, 6 singing on 27" Apr,
4 singing 3@ May with 1 still 5" May. 1 on territory 9" to 15
May at least. 1 on 26" Jul, 1 on 20" Sept and 1 on 23 Sept.

Cogden 1 on 16" Apr and 1 on 215t Apr.

First Seen 215t Apr
Last Seen 23 Sept

A slight improvement on 2015 although, despite having a male on territory, it is thought
that the species did not breed.

Additionally, 26 birds were trapped and ringed during the autumn.

REED WARBLER Acrocephalus scirpaceus
Locally common breeding summer visitor and passage migrant
West Bexington At least 23 singing males and breeding confirmed.
Cogden At least 17 singing males and breeding confirmed.

First Seen 17" Apr
Last Seen 6" Sept

Territory numbers could be extrapolated up to around 50 at each site. If realised, this
would be close to what might be considered the capacity of both reed beds.

Additionally, 74 birds were trapped and ringed during the autumn.
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DARTFORD WARBLER Sylvia undata
Scarce passage migrant and winter visitor

West Bexington A male on 28" Feb.
Just one sighting this year.

LESSER WHITETHROAT Sylvia curruca
Uncommon breeding summer visitor and passage migrant

No counts this year but confirmed breeding at both West Bexington and Cogden.

First Seen 11" Apr
Last Seen 23 Sept

COMMON WHITETHROAT Sylvia communis
Common breeding summer visitor and passage migrant

West Bexington A similar picture to the last few years with 15-20 singing males
and Cogden at each site. Breeding confirmed at West Bexington in 2016.

First Seen 11" Apr
Last Seen 9" Oct

13 birds were trapped and ringed during the autumn.

GARDEN WARBLER Sylvia borin
Uncommon passage migrant

West Bexington 1 on 19" Aug.

Cogden 1 on 24" Aug and 1 on 5" Oct.

Another poor year.

BLACKCAP Sylvia atricapilla
Common breeding summer visitor and passage migrant. Uncommon winter visitor

No counts of singing birds, but numbers considered to be in line with recent years.

First Seen 5" Apr
Last Seen 27" Oct

A notable 70 were trapped and ringed.

Winter Records West Bexington - Two birds (a male & female) were seen on a
number of dates from mid-November to year end.
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COMMON CHIFFCHAFF Phylloscopus collybita
Common breeding summer visitor and passage migrant. Uncommon winter visitor

West Bexington No counts of territories in 2016, but confirmed breeding at both
& Cogden sites.

First Seen 21st Mar
Last Seen  31stOct

179 birds were trapped and ringed during the autumn.

Wintering birds: West Bexington - 1 or 2 until 12" Mar. 3 from 2" Nov to year end.
SIBERIAN CHIFFCHAFF Phylloscopus collybita tristis

West Bexington 1 in the nature reserve from 24" Jan to 3" Feb. Then, 2 calling
birds seen and heard in the Mere field on 3™ Nov with one
remaining until 28" Nov. (See page 58)

YELLOW-BROWED WARBLER Phylloscopus inornatus
Rare vagrant

Cogden 2 on 8" Oct with another (or a lingering bird) at the same
location on 27™ Oct.

Records from two consecutive years reflecting
from rare to scarce to uncommon migrant.

WILLOW WARBLER Phylloscopus trochilus
Common passage migrant

First Seen 3" Apr
Last Seen  26™ Aug

Breeding:  The mixed-singing male, first recorded in 2013, was again present in Cogden
SSSI from 8™ Apr to 15" May at least.

GOLDCREST Regulus regulus
Common resident and winter visitor

West Bexington Breeding suspected in the village and in the nature reserve.
Recorded all year round.

Cogden Seen and heard around Othona where it is thought to breed.

As usual there was a notable increase in sightings during autumn passage with 15 seen
on 22" October.
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FIRECREST Regulus ignicapillus
Scarce passage migrant mainly in late autumn and occasional winter visitor

West Bexington Singles on 3 and 10" Feb, 1 on 27t Mar with 2 on 19" Oct.
Cogden 1 on 6 Jan, 1 on 17" Mar and 1 on 22" Sept.
SPOTTED FLYCATCHER Muscicapa striata

Uncommon passage migrant mainly in autumn

First Seen 2" May
Last Seen  20™ Sept

Monthly Maxima and Monthly Bird Day Totals for West Bexington and Cogden

Jan | Feb |[Mar | Apr |May |Jun |[Jul |Aug | Sep | Oct | Nov | Dec
2 13 4
5 23 9

Another very poor year.

BEARDED TIT Panurus biarmicus

Locally frequent winter visitor, mainly to West Bexington

West Bexington A male and female present from 10" Feb until 8" Mar with the
female then remaining until 10" Mar.

No birds in the second winter period.

LONG-TAILED TIT Aegithalos caudatus
Common resident at both West Bexington and Cogden

Breeding confirmed at both West Bexington and Cogden in 2016.

Feeding parties were regularly seen during the year, the largest being 18 birds on
28" November at Cogden.

COAL TIT Periparus ater

Uncommon resident at both West Bexington and Cogden

West Bexington Seen infrequently and heard singing on only a handful of
occasions.

For a few years now this species has only been recorded in low numbers.

BLUE TIT Cyanistes caeruleus
Common resident at both West Bexington and Cogden

Breeding confirmed at West Bexington and Cogden in 2016.

GREAT TIT Parus major
Common resident at both West Bexington and Cogden

Breeding confirmed at West Bexington and Cogden in 2016.
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TREECREEPER Certhia familiaris
Scarce winter visitor and sometimes resident

Cogden 1 on 7" Mar and again on 23" Mar.

Treecreeper (Cogden 7" March 2016)

JAY Garrulus glandarius
Scarce winter visitor and sometimes resident

West Bexington Single birds see regularly around the nature reserve throughout
both winter periods with 2 birds on 2" Nov. Additionally, 1 on
15t Jun and 2 on 5" Jul.

Cogden Singles on 13t Apr, 26" Apr, 20" Jun and 28 Oct.

No influxes this year.
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MAGPIE Pica pica
Common resident at both West Bexington and Cogden

Bred at West Bexington and Cogden in 2016.

No significant Counts. 16 at West Bexington on 15t Nov and 16 at Cogden on 19" Nov
were the highest group counts.

EURASIAN JACKDAW Corvus monedula
Scarce breeding bird and common winter visitor

Bred at West Bexington in 2016.
No significant counts.

ROOK Corvus frugilegus

Frequent visitor all year, but does not breed within the recording area ( birds seen
feeding at West Bexington presumably originate from the Puncknowle rookery, but
birds occasionally seen flying in from the west or the east, pointing to birds from
further afield)

There were no significant counts; 90 at West Bexington on 18" June was the highest day
count.

CARRION CROW Corvus corone corone
Common resident at both West Bexington and Cogden. Breeds in small numbers

Bred at West Bexington (several pairs) and Cogden in 2016.

There were no significant counts other than 50 together on West Bexington beach on
22" December.

COMMON RAVEN Corvus corvax
Uncommon visitor to both West Bexington and Cogden

Monthly Maxima and Monthly Bird Day Totals West Bexington and Cogden

Jan | Feb [Mar | Apr |May |Jun |[Jul |Aug | Sep | Oct | Nov | Dec
1 5 4 1 1 4 10 5 7 4 3 2
2 17 13 8 2 5 28 15 14 16 7 3

Total bird days slightly up on 2015. Birds recorded in every month of the year.

COMMON STARLING Sturnus vulgaris
Common resident at West Bexington. Also common winter visitor sometimes
forming large roosts in the reed beds

Breeding confirmed at West Bexington.

Roosts Cogden - a roost of circa. 5,000 birds was present in the reed bed throughout
December.

Passage: West Bexington - 600+ west on 13™" Nov and 400 west on 215! Nov.

44



HOUSE SPARROW Passer domesticus

Locally common resident in West Bexington village, but numbers much reduced

compared to a decade or two before
Bred around West Bexington village in 2016.

Max count: West Bexington - 60+ on 6™ Sept.
A slight increase in numbers.

COMMON CHAFFINCH Fringilla coelebs
Common resident at West Bexington and Cogden. Also passage migrant

Confirmed breeding at West Bexington and Cogden in 2016.

No significant counts.

Passage: West Bexington - 600+ west on 13" Nov.

GREENFINCH Chloris chloris
Common resident and winter visitor at West Bexington and Cogden

Breeding was confirmed at West Bexington in 2016.

No significant counts.

GOLDFINCH Carduelis carduelis
Common resident and winter visitor at West Bexington and Cogden

Seen throughout the year. Autumn juveniles were thought to be locally bred birds.

Significant Counts: West Bexington - Circa. 60 on 25" Sept.

SISKIN Carduelis spinus

Uncommon passage migrant

West Bexington 1 through on 2" Oct, 10 on 18" Oct and 5 on 19" Oct.
& Cogden

LINNET Carduelis cannabina

Common resident and winter visitor at West Bexington and Cogden

Confirmed breeding at West Bexington and Cogden.

Max counts: Winter West Bexington - Circa. 50 throughout first period.

Circa. 80 throughout second period.

Passage West Bexington - Counts of 200+ east on 2", 4" and

18t Oct.
LESSER REDPOLL Acanthis cabaret
Uncommon migrant
West Bexington 1 or 2 birds over on 2" Oct.

& Cogden

Mainly heard on passage and so probably under-recorded.
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COMMON BULLFINCH Pyrrhula pyrrhula
Common resident at West Bexington and Cogden

Breeding confirmed at West Bexington and Cogden in 2016.
There were no significant counts.

YELLOWHAMMER Emberiza citrinella
Common resident and winter visitor at West Bexington and Cogden

Breeding confirmed at West Bexington and Cogden in 2016.
Max count: West Bexington - 20 on 26" Oct.

CIRL BUNTING Emberiza cirlus
Rare visitor (formerly bred)

Cogden An immature bird was seen on 22" Sept.

More likely a dispersing bird from a breeding site in Devon rather than a returning bird from

2015, but welcome all the same.

REED BUNTING Emberiza schoeniclus
Locally common resident at West Bexington and Cogden
West Bexington 3 territories and breeding confirmed.
Cogden 3 territories and breeding suspected.

ESCAPEES AND UNESTABLISHED FERAL BIRDS

Mallard hybrid (one intermittently in first winter period)
Racing Pigeon
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RINGING AT WEST BEXINGTON

Ringing continued at West Bexington DWT Reserve in 2016 to monitor bird movement
along the south coast during periods of peak migration.

From 30" July to 9™ October 1,786 birds of 34 species were trapped.

Totals courtesy of Neil Croton

Retraps/

Full grown Pulli  Recoveries Total
Sparrowhawk 1 0 0 1
Dunlin 1 0 0 1
Sand Martin 58 0 0 58
Swallow 604 0 1 605
House Martin 164 0 0 164
Meadow Pipit 12 0 0 12
Yellow Wagtail 373 0 1 374
Pied/White Wagtail 26 0 0 26
Wren 18 0 5 23
Dunnock 9 0 0 9
Robin 20 0 7 27
Whinchat 1 0 0 1
Stonechat 3 0 0 3
Blackbird 2 0 0 2
Cetti's Warbler 5 0 1 6
Grasshopper Warbler 1 0 0 1
Sedge Warbler 26 0 0 26
Reed Warbler 74 0 6 80
Lesser Whitethroat 9 0 0 9
Whitethroat 13 0 0 13
Garden Warbler 1 0 0 1
Blackcap 70 0 0 70
Chiffchaff 179 0 0 179
Willow Warbler 13 0 0 13
Goldcrest 7 0 0 7
Long-tailed Tit 7 0 2 9
Blue Tit 20 0 4 24
Great Tit 6 0 0 6
Starling 20 0 1 21
Chaffinch 2 0 0 2
Greenfinch 1 0 0 1
Linnet 1 0 0 1
Bullfinch 4 0 0 4
Reed Bunting 7 0 0 7
Total: 1758 0 28 1786



Ringing History 2009 - 2016
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Ten most frequently caught species 2009-2016

Swallow
Chiffchaff
Reed Warbler
Sedge Warbler
House Martin
Blackcap
Willow Warbler
Yellow Wagtail
Sand Martin
Whitethroat

2112
1243
1172
758
581
521
407
378
302
272

Ten least frequently caught species 2009-2016

Yellowhammer

Spotted Flycatcher

Firecrest
Treecreeper
House Sparrow
Tree Pipit
Bluethroat

Yellow-browed Warbler
Common Rosefinch

Corn Bunting
Dunlin

RPRRPRPRPENOMNNNONN
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Selected Ringing Recoveries/Controls

Swallow
S013508

7389918

Yellow Wagtalil
7885233

Cetti's Warbler
D783207

Reed Warbler
Y341517

7389992

7229309

7376128

Chiffchaff
ECV608

3J

3J
3J

3M

2M

4F

3J

Ringed

Recaptured

Ringed
Recaptured

Ringed
Recaptured

Ringed

Recaptured

Recaptured

Recaptured

Ringed
Recaptured

3J
Recaptured

Ringed
Recaptured

Ringed
Recaptured

Ringed
Recaptured

08/06/2016

31/07/2016

31/07/2016
26/08/2016

26/08/2016
01/09/2016

06/10/2013
13/09/2014

03/10/2015

09/10/2016

18/07/2013
31/07/2016

31/07/2016
18/08/2016

13/09/2014
04/05/2016

20/09/2014
15/05/2016

18/09/2016
10/10/2016

Challacombe Farm,
Postbridge, Devon
West Bexington, Dorset
(83 km, E, 43 days)

West Bexington, Dorset
Muse Hill Farm, Devon
(74 km, WNW, 26 days)

West Bexington, Dorset
West Bexington, Dorset
(6 days)

West Bexington, Dorset
West Bexington, Dorset
(342 days)

West Bexington, Dorset
(1 yr 362 days)

West Bexington, Dorset
(3 yrs 3 days)

West Bexington, Dorset
West Bexington, Dorset
(3 yrs 13 days)

West Bexington, Dorset
Squires Down, Dorset
(40 km, NE, 18 days)

West Bexington, Dorset
Colyford Common, Devon
(28 km, WNW, 1 year 234 days)

West Bexington, Dorset
Colyford Common, Devon
(28 km, WNW, 1 year 238 days)

West Bexington, Dorset
Tour aux Moutons, Donges,
Loire-Atlantique, France
(375 km, S, 22 days)
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Long-tailed Tit
DCT940

DCT967

Blue Tit
2229272

Starling
Cl1J.T49244

Lesser Whitethroats (West Bexington 29" August 2016)

N

N

3J

3

Ringed
Recaptured

Ringed
Recaptured

Ringed
Recaptured

Ringed

Recaptured

13/09/2014
09/10/2016

13/09/2014
09/10/2016

13/09/2014
09/10/2016

21/06/2016

06/09/2016

West Bexington, Dorset
West Bexington, Dorset
(2 yrs 26days)

West Bexington, Dorset
West Bexington, Dorset
(2 yrs 26 days)

West Bexington, Dorset
West Bexington, Dorset
(2 yrs 26 days)

Longis pond Alderney,

Channel Islands
West Bexington, Dorset
(112 km, NNW, 77 days)
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‘Bl-headed’ Wagtexindton (SVEemdmbes 2016)
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Colour Ringed Birds
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R82V - Mediterranean Bull (White on Dark Green)

Ringed as a Pullusat Conchil le Temple, Pas de Calais, France on 14/06/11
It was subsequently seen at:

- Wissant, Hameau de Strouanne, Pas de Calais on 15/09/11

- Wissant, Pas-de-Calais on 03/08/12

- Wissant, Hameau de Strouanne, Pas de Calais on 21/08/13

- Wissant, Hameau de Strouanne, Pas de Calais on 15/10/13

- Antwerpen, province of Antwerpen on 14/04/14

- Le Portel, Pas-de-Calais on 19/07/14

- Wissant, Hameau de Strouanne, Pas de Calais on 11/08/14 - 15/08/14

- Wissant, Hameau de Strouanne, Pas de Calais on 09/10/15

- Audresselles, Pas-de-Calais on 10/10/15

- West Bexington on 10/01/16

71S - Great Black-backed Gull (Yellow on Black)

Ringed as a Pullus at Le Havre, Seine-Maritime, Normandy, France on 23/06/2015.
It was subsequently seen at:

- Le Havre Seine-Maritime, France on 30/08/15

- West Bexington on 25/02/16

53M - Great Black-backed Gull (Yellow on Black)

Ringed as a Pullus at Le Havre, Seine-Maritime, Normandy, France on 26/06/2013.
It was subsequently seen at:

- West Bexington on 03/06/14

- West Bexington on 08/04/16

93M - Great Black-backed Gull (Yellow on Black)

Ringed as a Pullus at Le Havre, Seine-Maritime, Normandy, France on 01/07/2013.
It was subsequently seen at:

- West Bexington on 03/06/14

- West Bexington on 13/06/15

- Seaton, Devon on 15/04/16

- West Bexington on 08/04/16

- Seaton, Devon on 10/05/16

It is worth noting that the above two birds were ringed at the same location (but different
nests) within a week of each other in 2013. They were then seen together at West
Bexington on 3" June 2014 and again together on 8" March 2016. Coincidence or do
birds of the same age associate together in their early years?

P:77A - Great Black-backed Gull (Red On White)

Ringed as a Pullus at Portland Harbour, Dorset UK on 280/06/2013
It was subsequently seen at:

- Dawlish, Devon on 21/12/13

- Axe Estuary on 05/09/15

- West Bexington on 04/05/16
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P:12A Great Black-backed Gull (Red on White)

Ringed as a Pullus at Portland Harbour, Dorset UK on 27/06/2012
It was subsequently seen at:

- Dawlish, Devon on 22/09/12

- Chouet Landfill, Guernsey on 12/04/13

- Chouet Landfill, Guernsey on 13/04/13

- Radipole, Dorset on 23/02/14

- Dawlish, Devon on 27/08/14

- Dawlish, Devon UK 03/07/15

- Dawlish, Devon UK on 13/09/15

- West Bexington on 04/05/16

P:48B Great Black-backed Gull (Red on White)

Ringed as a Pullus at Portland Harbour, Dorset UK on 20/06/2014
It was subsequently seen at:

- Axe Estuary, Devon UK on 08/01/15

- West Bexington on 13/06/15

- Seaton, Devon on 04/07/15

- Seaton, Devon on 17/07/15

- Seaton, Devon on 21/09/15

- West Bexington on 20/07/16

0.NN1 - Great Black-backed Gull (Black on Yellow)

Ringed as 2" year bird at Chouet Landfill Guernsey on 18/05/2011
It was subsequently seen at:

- Dawlish Warren, Devon on 18/07/11

- Gurney (Various sites) 13/10/11 - 23/10/14

- Dawlish Warren, Devon on 23/12/13

- Chouet Landfill, Guernsey on 18/10/14

- Chouet Landfill, Guernsey on 23/10/14

- Salcombe, Devon on17/01/15

- West Bexington on 20/07/16

514 - Great Black-backed Gull (White on Black)

Ringed as a Pullus at Portland Harbour, Dorset UK on 25/06/2014
It was subsequently seen at:

- Portland Bill car park on 16/10/14

- West Bexington on 21/07/16

74E - Great Black-backed Gull (Yellow on Black)

Ringed as a Pullus at La Poterie-Cap-d 6 An t i f -darifimeSNormanedie on 27/06/2009
It was subsequently seen at:

- Valdovifio (Pantin beach) Galicia Spain on 21/01/10

- Valdovifio (Pantin beach) Galicia Spain on 03/02/10

- Valdovifio (Pantin beach) Galicia Spain on 19/02/10

- Dawlish Warren, Devon on 09/08/14

- Dawlish Warren, Devon on 01/08/16

- West Bexington on 07/08/16
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ARRIVAL AND DEPARTURE DATES FOR COMMON MIGRANTS — WEST BEXINGTON AND COGDEN

Average First Seen Dates Average Last Seen Dates Earliest Latest First Seen | First Seen | First Seen | First Seen | First Seen | First Seen
SPECIES By Decade By Decade First Seen | Last Seen | Last Seen | Last Seen | Last Seen | Last Seen | Last Seen | Last Seen
1981-1990 | 1991-2000 | 2001-2010 | 1981-1990 | 1991-2000 | 2001-2010 | 1981-2010 | 1981-2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016
Sandwich Tern Spring 23-Apr 17-Apr 29-Mar 18-Mar 13-May 15-Mar 20-Mar 02-Apr 03-Apr 07-Apr
Autumn 17-Sep 22-Sep 02-Oct 27-Nov 29-Sep 23-Oct 02-Oct 30-Sep 18-Sep 04-Oct
Cuckoo Spring 19-May 05-May 28-Apr 20-Apr 26-Apr 05-May z 22-Apr 14-Apr 23-Apr
Autumn z z z z z z z z z z
Swift Spring 07-May 04-May 28-Apr 20-Apr 24-Apr 26-Apr 24-Apr 30-Apr 29-Apr 26-Apr
Autumn 02-Aug 30-Aug 18-Aug 16-Sep 18-Aug 21-Aug 21-Aug 02-Sep 04-Sep 03-Aug
sand Martin Spring 18-Apr 27-Mar 22-Mar 02-Mar 15-Mar 15-Mar 10-Mar 27-Mar 20-Mar 26-Mar
Autumn 09-Sep 23-Sep 26-Sep 12-Oct 29-Sep 30-Nov 05-Oct 15-Sep 03-Oct 03-Oct
Swallow Spring 15-Apr 08-Apr 28-Mar 19-Mar 23-Mar 21-Mar 23-Mar 01-Apr 04-Apr 26-Mar
Autumn 15-Oct 04-Nov 06-Nov 01-Dec 03-Nov 27-Nov 19-Oct 18-Nov 31-Oct 02-Nov
House Martin Spring 02-May 22-Apr 20-Apr 02-Mar 02-Apr 04-Apr 04-Apr 10-Apr 16-Apr 11-Apr
Autumn 06-Oct 23-Sep 17-Oct 26-Nov 14-Oct 27-Oct 14-Oct 15-Oct 17-Dec 21-Oct
Yellow Wagtail Spring 01-May 27-Apr 23-Apr 13-Apr 30-Mar 01-May 09-Apr 21-Apr 16-Apr 16-Apr
Autumn 13-Sep 17-Sep 15-Sep 28-Oct 30-Sep 22-Sep 23-Sep 21-Sep 08-Oct 08-Oct
Spring 22-Apr 20-Apr 13-Apr 01-Apr 10-Apr 29-Mar 09-Apr 12-Apr 16-Apr 12-Apr
Common Redstart Autumn 14-Sep 16-Sep 26-Sep 24-0ct 02-Sep 03-Oct 04-Oct 03-Sep 19-Sep 08-Oct
Whinchat Spring 02-May 28-Apr 27-Apr 15-Apr 30-Apr 28-Apr 27-Apr 21-Apr 23-Apr 02-May
Autumn 02-Oct 10-Oct 14-Oct 07-Nov 04-Oct 24-Oct 05-Oct 12-Oct 19-Oct 02-Oct
Northern Wheatear Spring 29-Mar 22-Mar 11-Mar 05-Mar 14-Mar 15-Mar 12-Mar 12-Mar 08-Mar 08-Mar
Autumn 28-Sep 12-Oct 14-Oct 11-Nov 14-Nov 26-Oct 01-Nov 31-Oct 19-Oct 01-Nov
Spring 30-Apr 29-Apr 20-Apr 12-Apr 14-Apr 01-May 21-Apr 24-Apr 23-Apr z
Grasshopper Warbler Autumn z z z 13-Oct 22-Aug 26-Aug 21-Sep 09-Sep 31-Jul 29-Aug
Sedge Warbler Spring 03-May 30-Apr 18-Apr 15-Apr 03-Apr 20-Apr 10-Apr 16-Apr 13-Apr 21-Apr
Autumn 11-Sep 14-Sep 22-Sep 04-Nov 29-Sep 19-Sep 29-Sep 27-Sep 03-Oct 23-Sep
Reed Warbler Spring 05-May 23-Apr 17-Apr 08-Apr 13-Apr 16-Apr 23-Apr 17-Apr 14-Apr 17-Apr
Autumn 26-Aug 13-Sep 19-Sep 01-Oct 31-Aug 22-Sep 29-Sep 11-Oct 03-Oct 06-Sep
. Spring 28-Apr 29-Apr 20-Apr 13-Apr 09-Apr 24-Apr 21-Apr 11-Apr 17-Apr 11-Apr
Lesser Whitethroat Autumn 05-Sep 12-Sep 22-Sep 18-Oct 10-Sep 13-Sep 29-Nov 13-Sep 20-Nov 23-Sep
Whitethroat Spring 28-Apr 23-Apr 15-Apr 08-Apr 06-Apr 14-Apr 16-Apr 11-Apr 15-Apr 11-Apr
Autumn 12-Sep 19-Sep 24-Sep 10-Oct 12-Nov 08-Oct 05-Oct 01-Oct 20-Sep 09-Oct
Blackcap ** Spring 25-Apr 15-Apr 01-Apr 17-Mar 29-Mar 22-Mar 06-Apr 30-Mar 06-Apr 05-Apr
Autumn 22-Sep 11-Oct 21-Oct 31-Oct 20-Oct 28-Oct 09-Oct 31-Oct 20-Oct 27-Oct
Chiffchaff ** Spring 02-Apr 22-Mar 13-Mar 11-Mar 14-Mar 14-Mar 11-Mar 12-Mar 01-Mar 21-Mar
Autumn 13-Sep 09-Oct 24-Oct 03-Nov 28-Oct 27-Oct 08-Oct 29-Oct 30-Oct 31-Oct
Willow Warbler Spring 22-Apr 10-Apr 31-Mar 10-Mar 26-Mar 28-Mar 09-Apr 01-Apr 04-Apr 03-Apr
Autumn 09-Sep 10-Sep 16-Sep 29-Sep 16-Sep 19-Sep 22-Sep 06-Sep 12-Sep 26-Aug
Spotted Flycatcher Spring 10-May 10-May 09-May 22-Apr 11-May 04-May 13-May 10-May 03-May 02-May
Autumn 13-Sep 18-Sep 21-Sep 12-Oct 04-Oct 19-Sep 06-Oct 12-Sep 18-Sep 20-Sep

*+* Blackcap and Chiffchaff dates complicated by wintering birds
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SYSTEMATIC LIST (BOU Order) - 269 FULL SPECIES

Mute Swan
Bewick's Swan
Whooper Swan
Tundra Bean Goose
White-fronted Goose
Greylag Goose
Canada Goose
Barnacle Goose
Brent Goose
Egypian Goose
Ruddy Shelduck
Shelduck

Mandarin Duck
Wigeon

American Wigeon
Gadwall

Teal

Mallard

Pintail

Garganey

Shoveler
Red-crested Pochard
Pochard
Ferruginous Duck
Tufted Duck

Scaup

Eider

Long-tailed Duck
Common Scoter

Surf Scoter

Velvet Scoter

Goldeneye

Smew

Red-breasted Merganser
Goosander

Ruddy Duck
Red-legged Partridge
Grey Partridge
Quail

Pheasant
Red-throated Diver
Black-throated Diver
Great Northern Diver
Fulmar

Cory's Shearwater
Sooty Shearwater
Manx Shearwater
Balearic Shearwater
Storm Petrel

Leach's Petrel
Gannet

Cormorant

Shag

Bittern

Night Heron
Cattle Egret
Little Egret

Great White Egret
Grey Heron

Purple Heron

Glossy Ibis
Spoonbill

Little Grebe

Great Crested Grebe
Red-necked Grebe
Slavonian Grebe
Black-necked Grebe
Honey Buzzard
Black Kite

Red Kite

Marsh Harrier

Hen Harrier
Montagu's Harrier
Sparrowhawk
Buzzard

Osprey

Water Rail
Corncrake
Moorhen

Coot

Common Crane

Stone Curlew

Avocet
Oystercatcher
Golden Plover
Grey Plover
Lapwing

Little Ringed Plover
Ringed Plover
Kentish Plover
Whimbrel

Curlew
Black-tailed Godwit
Bar-tailed Godwit
Turnstone

Knot

Ruff

Curlew Sandpiper
Temminck's Stint
Sanderling
Dunlin

Purple Sandpiper
Little Stint

Grey Phalarope

Common Sandpiper
Green Sandpiper
Spotted Redshank

Greenshank

Hoopoe
Kingfisher
Bee-eater

Wryneck

EESNGONEGS I ren woopecker

Wood Sandpiper
Redshank

Jack Snipe
Woodcock
Snipe

Pomarine Skua
Arctic Skua
Long-tailed Skua
Great Skua
Puffin

Black Guillemot
Razorbill

Little Auk
Guillemot

Little Tern

Black Tern

Sandwich Tern

Common Tern
Roseate Tern
Arctic Tern
Sabine's Gull
Kittiwake
Black-headed Gull
Little Gull

Mediterranean Gull

Common Gull
Ring-billed Gull

Lesser Black-backed Gull
Herring Gull
Yellow-legged Gull
Iceland Gull

Glaucous Gull

Great Black-backed Gull
Stock Dove
Woodpigeon

Collared Dove

Turtle Dove

Cuckoo

Barn Owl

Little Owl

Tawny Owl

Long-eared Owl
Short-eared Owl
Nightjar

Swi ft

Great Spotted Woodpecker

Kestrel

Merlin

Hobby
Peregrine
Golden Oriole
Red-backed Shrike
Great Grey Shrike
Woodchat Shrike
Magpie

Jay

Jackdaw

Rook

Carrion Crow
Raven

Goldcrest
Firecrest

Blue Tit

Great Tit

Coal Tit

Willow Tit

Marsh Tit
Bearded Tit
Woodlark
Skylark

Sand Martin

Swallow

House Martin
Red-rumped Swallow
Cetti's Warbler
Long-tailed Tit
Yellow-browed Warbler
Dusky Warbler

Wood Warbler
Chiffchaff

Willow Warbler
Blackcap

Garden Warbler
Barred Warbler
Lesser Whitethroat
Common Whitethroat
Dartford Warbler

Grasshopper Warbler
Aquatic Warbler
Sedge Warbler

Reed Warbler

Nuthatch

I"BBRC RARITY'" DORSET RARITY DORSET SCARCITY

Treecreeper
Wren

Starling
Rose-coloured Starling
Dipper

Ring Ouzel
Blackbird
Fieldfare

Song Thrush
Redwing

Mistle Thrush
Spotted Flycatcher
Robin
Nightingale
Bluethroat

Pied Flycatcher
Black Redstart
Redstart
Whinchat
Stonechat
Wheatear
Dunnock

House Sparrow
Tree Sparrow
Yellow Wagtail
Grey Wagtail
Pied Wagtail
Richard's Pipit
Tawny Pipit
Tree Pipit
Meadow Pipit
Rock Pipit
Water Pipit
Brambling
Chaffinch
Hawfinch
Common Rosefinch
Bullfinch
Greenfinch
Linnet

Twite

Lesser Redpoll
Common Crossbill
Goldfinch

Serin

Siskin

Snow Bunting
Lapland Bunting
Yellowhammer
Cirl Bunting
Ortolan Bunting
Reed Bunting

Corn Bunting



Grey-headed Wagtail M. f. thunbergi West Bexington 5™ June 2016

On 5™ June 2016 | heard a Yellow Wagtail call near to the coastal path just east of West
Bexington car park. Yellow Wagtail is just a passage migrant here (as elsewhere in Dorset
of course) and so a June record was noteworthy enough to immediately follow up. | found
the bird actively chasing down insects on an area of grass in front of the chalets.

| nearly dismissedthe bird as just a 6gooddé June record
the UK flavissima, but was intrigued by a Oneckl acebd of
then noticed that the bird actually looked quite grey headed, so decided | ought to be

capturing a f ew i mages. It was a dull day and | di
flush the bird, so the pictures arendét that g
as no more than a couple of minutes | atweff t he

west. As it did so it called again giving, to my ears, a pretty standard Yellow Wagtail
Opseeud.

Back home, the downloaded images reinforced my impression of the bird in the field. The
dark grey head was accentuated by a much reduced supercilium (compared with

flava/favisssima) and only a feintsub-oc ul ar patch. The birddés thr
sides of the upper-breast and there was a necklace of blotchy green/grey feathering
across the breast. The birdés belly and fl ank

Separating female thunbergi from flava is not always possible, but | feel that with this bird
there are sufficient features to make the identification safe. In particular the reduced
supercilium, feint sub-ocular patch and necklace effect are all now accepted
characteristics of this race.

References

Martin Garner - www.birdingfrontiers.com/2013/05/13/grey-headed-wagtail-id
Alstrom & Mild - Pipits and Wagtails

Adam Rowlands - British Birds Vol 109 - BBRC and Yellow Wagtails

Mike Morse
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SIBERIAN CHIFFCHAFF Phylloscopus collybita tristis

Siberian Chiffchaff (Phylloscopus collybita tristis) has undergone an identification crisis
over the years. A paper published British Birds in August 2005 (98: 396-410) went some
way to clarifying the position regarding its plumage characteristics, but there are still
differing views on just how variable the form is and the extent of overlap with other forms.
In particular, there is proven interbreeding with the P.c.abietinus (that breeds in north-
eastern Europe) where the ranges of the two forms come together.

What is generally agreed is that classic birds will show:

Grey-brown or pale brown hue in the upperparts

Warm buff (tobacco coloured) ear-coverts

Buff at the breast-sides/flanks

Very black-looking legs

Absence of olive in the crown and mantle or yellow away from the underwing

=A =4 =4 -4 =4

Additionally,
1 A thin, plaintive near-monosyllabic Bullfinch-like or Dunnock-like peep at 4.5 kHz.

It is also agreed that, on current understanding, only birds that meet both sight and sound
criteria are considered safely identified. However, further studies may highlight the need
for an individual birddéds DNA to also be check

Two confiding birds in the Mere field during November allowed close scrutiny. They
immediately stood-out from the other Chiffchaffs present as something different and piece

by piece all the i1identifi catddmwotcaltatfirst, gorwe a was
decided to test their reaction to playback; it was dramatic. Both birds flew in very close and
became excited, continuously O0twistingd on th

The birds were still present the following morning and, for a time, one bird was particularly

vocal . I dondét have speci al iasidedcliprwbiichanclutedn g e qu
sound. The resultant file was converted from MP4 to MP3 and passed through Raven Lite

to produce the following sonogram. It shows a short call with no rise or fall in pitch at

exactly 4.f kHz. A perfect match for Siberian Chiffchaff.
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Grey-brown upperparts, tobacco coloured ear-coverts, green tones confined to edges of
remiges, buff breast-sides/flanks and black legs all good for P.c.tristis.

The second bird was very vocal and, interestingly, had been ringed.




BUTTERFLIES AND DAY FLYING MOTHS

Butterflies noted with first seen dates

Peacock

Small Tortoiseshell
Small White
Brimstone
Speckled Wood
Green-veined White
Painted Lady

Holly Blue

Orange Tip

Red Admiral

Large White

Small Copper
Small Heath
Common Blue
Meadow Brown
Large Skipper
Marbled White
Small Skipper
Ringlet

Gatekeeper

Dark Green Fritillary
Comma

Wall

Clouded Yellow
Clouded Yellow (helice)

Inachis io

Aglais urticae

Pieris rapae
Gonepteryx rhamni
Pararge aegeria

pieris napi

Vanessa carduli
Celastrina argiolus
Anthocharis cardamines
Vanessa atalanta

Pieris brassicae
Lycaena phlaeas
Coenonympha pamphilus
Polyommatus icarus
Maniola jurtina
Ochlodes venata
Melanargia galathea
Thymelicus sylvestris
Aphantopus hyperantus
Pyronia tithonus
Argynnis aglaja
Polygonia c-album
Lasiommata megera
Colias croceus

Colias croceus helice

March 14t
March 17t
March 21st
April 2nd
April 231
April 23
April 24t
April 28t
May ot
May 20t
May 23
June 4t
June 51
June 9t
June 10t
June 215t
June 26
June 26t
July 4t
July 215t
August 3
August 6"

August 171
September 11t

Dark Green Fritillary (West Bexington 215t July 2016)
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Day flying or roosting moths (in no particular order) included:

Common Quaker
Hebrew Character
Shoulder Stripe
Common Carpet
Silver Y

Mother Shipton

Light Emerald

White Ermine
Common Pug
Diamond-backed Moth
Cinnabar

Yellow Shell

Pale Tussock

Buff Ermine

Bee Moth

Small Dusty Wave
Silver-ground Carpet
Pale Prominent
Common Swift

Small Magpie
Rusty-dot Pearl

Chilo phragmitella
Heart and Dart
Peppered Moth
Magpie

Orthotaenia undulana
Snout

Large Yellow Underwing
Garden Tiger

Lackey

Riband Wave
Setaceous Hebrew Character

Mullein Wave

Six-spot Burnet
Brussels Lace
Brown-tail

Common Emerald
Garden Pebble

Poplar Hawkmoth
Blood-vein

Small Blood-vein
Brimstone

Pebble Prominent
Blue-bordered Carpet
Dingy Footman
Yellow-tail

Endotricha flammealis
Single-dotted Wave
Early Thorn
Hummingbird Hawkmoth
Common Wave

Iron Prominent
Canary-shouldered Thorn
Twin-spotted Wainscot
Scalloped Oak

Sallow Kitten
Yellow-barred Brindle
Sharp-angled Peacock
Dark Arches

Gem

Willow Beauty

Orange Swift

Jersey Tiger

Flame Shoulder
Mother of Pearl

Dusky Thorn

Satin Wave

Wax Moth

Common Plume
Agriphila tristella
Yellow Belle

Small Mottled Willow
Tawny Shears
Clouded Silver

Buff Arches

Rosy Footman
White-point

Angle Shades

Rosy Rustic

Flounced Rustic

Ruby Tiger

Common Wainscot
Rush Veneer

Common Marbled Carpet
Feathered Brindle
Lunar Underwing
Lilac Beauty
Green-brindled Crescent
Cyprus Carpet
Feathered Radunculus
Scarce Umber
Feathered Thorn
Winter Moth

A moth trap is also regularly operated within the recording area; however the records are
reported elsewhere.

Garden Tiger
(West Bexington
8th July 2016)
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DRAGONFLIES AND DAMSELFLIES

Dragonflies and Damselflies recorded with first seen dates

Broad-bodied Chaser Libellula depressa May 10t
Red-veined Darter Sympetrum fonscolombii May 13t
Beautiful Demoiselle Calopteryx virgo May 13®
Large Red Damselfly Pyrrhosoma nymphula May 14t
Azure Damselfly Coenagrion puella May 315t
Blue-tailed Damselfly Ischnura elegans June 10"
Black-tailed Skimmer Orthetrum cancellatum June 27t
Golden-ringed Dragonfly Cordulegaster boltonii July 5t
Emperor Dragonfly Anax imperator August 9t
Southern Hawker Aeshna cyanea August 19t
Migrant Hawker Aeshna mixta August 26"
Common Darter Sympetrum striolatum October 9t

/

Golden-ringed Dragonfly (West Bexington 13" July 2016)
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REPTILES
Four species of reptile were recorded

Adder (Vipera berus) - Noted from 16" February with 43 individual sightings.
Common Lizard (Zootoca vivipara) i Only one sighting (unspecified date).
Slow Worm (Anguis fragilis) i Not seen until 24" December.

Grass Snake (Natrix natrix) 7 Noted from 23" February

Adder (West Bexington 19" February 2016)

AMPHIBIANS

Marsh Frog Breeding freely in both West Bexington and Cogden reed beds.
Great Crested Newt Usually found in most suitable ponds.

Common Toad Seen at West Bexington on 3 May.

ORCHIDS

Nine species of Orchid were recorded - first seen dates

Marsh Orchid Dactylorhiza majalis April 231
Green-veined Orchid Orchis moriu April 28t
Early Purple Orchid Orchis mascula April 291
Greater Butterfly Orchid Platanthera ehlorantha May 20"
Greater Twayblade Listera ovata May 31st
Bee Orchid Ophrys apifera June 5t
Pyramidal Orchid Anacamptis pyramidalis June 10t
Marsh Helleborine Epipactis palustris June 26"
Autumn Ladies Tresses Spiranthes Spiralis August 21t
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MAMMALS

Brown Hare

Red Fox

Water Shrew
Rabbit

Stoat

Weasel

Roe Deer

Grey Seal

Grey Squirrel
Badger

Harbour Porpoise
Bottle-nosed Dolphin

Breeding in small numbers at West Bexington but reducing.
A number of sighting. Breeding confirmed at West Bexington.
One or two seen in West Bexington DWT reserve.

Very common.

Noted on just two dates.

One seen on 71" November.

Breeding in small numbers.

Singles seen on 5" September and 12" December.

Noted infrequently.

At least one active set.

One on 14" November.

5 seen on 19" January and 3 on 27" May.

Red Fox Cubs (West Bexington 215t June 2016)
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Water Shrew (West Bexington 14t August 2016)

Grey Seal (West Bexington 5" September 2016)
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