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Sanderling (West Bexington 24" May 2018)



REVIEW OF THE YEAR

January

The small mobile flock of Bearded Tits seen at the end of December 2017 were again at Cogden at
the start of the year. There were five including a colour ringed individual. A couple of Jack Snipe
were present all month and there were at least 12 records of Red-throated Diver.

February

Three Glaucous Gulls were present from the 3™ to the 17™. Jack Snipe numbers increased to a
noteworthy five on the 5" and a Slavonian Grebe appeared on the 7. Five Bearded Tits were
again recorded on the 16™ and there was an unusual winter record of a Black-tailed Godwit
present from the 19™ A Little Gull was seen on the 23", a Merlin on the 26™ and a Red Kite on the
27™. There were 18 records of Red-throated Diver.

March

Severe weather affected much of the UK at the start of March and many birds headed for the coast
in search of respite. The 1% of March was particularly bad and the hard weather movement
recorded that day included 1,000s of Lapwing and Golden Plovers, two Woodcocks, two Garganey
and an Avocet. More Lapwing, Golden Plovers and another Woodcock were recorded in the
following days. A Jack Snipe was recorded on the 8" as were the last two Bearded Tits of the year.
A Cattle Egret was found on the 10" and was to stay all month. The wintering Black-tailed Godwit
left on the 12", a Black Redstart and Firecrest were seen on the 16" and 2 Jack Snipe were seen
on the 23, There were 34 records of Red-throated Diver.

April

The Cattle Egret was still present from the beginning of the month, it was to stay until the 12"". The
last Jack Snipe of the first winter period was seen on the 8". A Black Redstart was noted on the
11" and the first Grasshopper Warbler of the year was heard on the 12™". A notable 10 Black-tailed
Godwits were found on the Mere on the 13" with several lingering until the 19™. A Goosander was
also seen on the 13" and a Little Ringed Plover the following day. A seawatch on the 17™ recorded
a notable 18 Great Skuas, three Arctic Skuas, 111 Whimbrel and a Velvet Scoter. A Hen Harrier
and 6 Red Kites passed through on the 20", a Hobby was seen on the 23, another Arctic Skua
and a Redstart on the 26™ and a Little Tern on the 27",

May

A Great Skua flew through on the 2", and an Arctic Skua on the 4™. The first Cuckoo of the year
was heard on the 9", three more Arctic Skuas and 16 Bar-tail Godwits were noted on the 11t™.
There was significant passage of Red Kites on 14" and 15" with over 30 in the area (and double
that number in nearby Devon). A Cuckoo and another 5 Red Kites were seen on the 21%. A good
count of 80+ Sanderling was made on the 24™. The month ended with two Great Northern Divers
on the 31°,

June

A Rose-coloured Starling was a good find on the 6" and Juvenile Yellow-legged Gulls began to
appear from the 8", with a total of nine seen. A pair of Corn Buntings returned on the 11" and
again set up a breeding territory. Another Rose-coloured Starling was found on the 13", this and
the previous bird forming part of an influx into the county at this time.

July
Corn Buntings were active all month and a third adult was present from the 23. A Hobby was
seen on the 27™.



August

A juvenile Little Ringed Plover lingered on the 1%t and a Hobby was seen on the 3. Also on the 3"
was a Southern Migrant Hawker dragonfly, only the second record for Dorset. By the 8" it was
obvious the Corn Buntings had bred again with possibly a second pairing this year. The first
autumn Grasshopper Warbler was seen on the 71", another Hobby on the 8" and a Pied Flycatcher
on the 13", but the highlight on the month, and possibly the year, was a juvenile Woodchat Shrike
on the 19" and 20™. More Grasshopper Warblers turned up from mid-month (but mainly in mist
nets), there was a Hobby on the 215t and a Redstart on 28", A day-roosting Nightjar was
discovered on the 29", it was seen daily into September.

September

The Nightjar was still present at the start of the month and was seen daily up to the 4™,
Grasshopper Warblers were still passing through and 6 were caught on the 3. A Redstart and a
Short-eared Owl were seen on the 5" and a Redstart on the 6™. The only Grey Phalarope of the
year was seen on the 22", a Hobby on the 26" and a Red Kite on the 28",

October

A Red Kite was seen on the 1%t and a Merlin on the 4™. A Yellow-browed Warbler was seen and
heard on the 17", a Short-eared Owl, a Merlin, 5 Great White Egrets and 2 Black Redstarts were
all noted on the 18", The Black Redstarts were still present on the 19", Short-eared Owls were
seen on the 25™ and 28™ and single Black Redstarts on the 28™ and 29™.The first Caspian Gull for
the recording area lingered for a while on the 29", a Great Northern Diver was seen on the 30"
and the month ended with another Short-eared Owl on the 31%.

November

A Goosander was seen on the 1%t and a Jack Snipe showed very well on the 2" and 3". Five more
Goosanders flew through on the 5" and both Glaucous and Little Gulls were seen on the 9'".
Another Short-eared Owl was seen on the 11" and two Black Redstarts on the 16™. A female
Mandarin was a novelty on the 26™, a Great White Egret flew through on the 26™, two Goosanders
were seen on the 28" and different Little Gulls were seen on the 28" and 29"". There were 15
records of Red-throated Diver.

December

Three Firecrests were seen on the 1%t and up to 5 Black-tailed Godwits put in an extended stay
from the 5™ to the 17™. 5 Bar-tailed Godwits were seen on the 15", a Merlin on the 20", and two
Red-breasted Mergansers on the 23", There were 17 records of Red-throated Diver.



2018 Statistics
162 full species were recorded in 2018 along with 4 sub-species.
One new species (Caspian Gull) was added.

The recording area species total (BOU British List) now stands at 271.
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SPECIES ACCOUNTS

Common Wildfowl Monthly Maxima at West Bexington (Adults Only

Jan | Feb | Mar | Apr | May | Jun [Jul | Aug | Sep | Oct | Nov | Dec
Mute 42 | 2 10 | 19 4 18 | 8 5
Swan
Canada 66 | 8 | 8 | 11 | 13 | 55 | 66 | 320|300 | 38 | 95 | 50
Goose
Brent 4 | 2 13 751 3| 6 | 8
Goose
Shelduck 10| 71116 2] 2 6 2
Wigeon 6 o5 v 5
Gadwall 6 | 12| 3| 3 | 2 1 1 | 1|30 17
Teal 40 | 45 [ 120 | 6 4 | 8 |275| 54
Mallard 93 | 15 | 25 | 16 | 12 | 13 10 | 23 | 43 | 43
Pintail 11 | 16 | 4 1 2 | 2
Shoveler 13 | 30 | 46 | 22 | 2 5 | 11 | 10
Pochard 8
Tufted 51 | 51 | 64 | 24 | 13| 7 | 7 | 9 2 | 23
Duck

MUTE SWAN Cygnus olor

Common winter visitor, breeding occasionally
West Bexington See Wildfowl Table

A pair attempted to breed in the nature reserve. Sadly, the attempt failed and the nest with
three eggs was abandoned.

Significant Counts: West Bexington - 19 on 9" May & 18 on 5" Sept were
noteworthy for this site.

CANADA GOOSE Branta canadensis
Common resident, breeding occasionally

All records West Bexington See Wildfowl Table
Bred again at West Bexington in 2018 with four young fledged.

Max count;: West Bexington - 320 birds on 13" Aug.



BRENT GOOSE Branta bernicla
Uncommon winter visitor

Dark-bellied Brent Goose Branta bernicla bernicla
West Bexington 4 east on 8" Jan, 1 on 11% Jan, 1 on 5™ Feb, 2 west on
& Cogden 23 Feb, 10 east on 3 Mar, 3 on 6" Mar, 3 on 30t Oct,

2 on 19" Nov, 6 on 215t Nov, 2 on 25t Nov, 8 on 3" Dec and
up to 3 from 16™ to 215t Dec.

Fewer noted this year and none lingered more than a few days.

Pale-bellied Brent Goose Branta bernicla hrota

West Bexington 13 west on 17™ Apr.

BARNACLE GOOSE Branta leucopsis

Rare winter visitor

West Bexington Feral bird noted from 6" to 13" Jun and from 10 to 14™ Aug.
GREYLAG GOOSE Anser anser

Rare visitor (wild birds would be extremely rare and most are considered feral)
West Bexington One on 10" and 12t Sept.

COMMON SHELDUCK Tadornatadorna

Common resident, mainly outside of the breeding season

All records West Bexington See Wildfowl Table

Max count: West Bexington - 10 on 11" Jan.

In addition to the above, a pair of Shelduck with 6 young were seen some way out to sea
on the 22" June. It is just possible that the birds bred unnoticed within the recording area,

but there is no history of this species doing so. The birds were making their way east and
were seen later off Abbotsbury.



MANDARIN DUCK Aix galericulata
Rare visitor

West Bexington A female on 25™ Nov.

The last here was in 2011.

Mandarin Duck (West Bexington 25" November 2018)

EURASIAN WIGEON Anas penelope
Common winter visitor

All records West Bexington See Wildfowl Table

A marginally better year than 2017, but still poor numbers.

GADWALL Anas strepera
Uncommon winter visitor

All records West Bexington See Wildfowl Table
COMMON TEAL Anas crecca
Common winter visitor

All records West Bexington See Wildfowl Table
MALLARD Anas platyrhynchos

Common resident
All records West Bexington See Wildfowl Table

Two pairs successfully bred at West Bexington. Breeding strongly suspected at Cogden
but again no young were seen this year.
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PINTAIL Anas acuta
Uncommon winter visitor

All records West Bexington See Wildfowl Table
Numbers up on 2017.

NORTHERN SHOVELER Anas clypeata
Common winter visitor

All records West Bexington See Wildfowl Table
A similar picture to 2017 with less than average numbers in both winter periods.

GARGANEY Anas querquedula
Uncommon migrant

West Bexington Two drakes on 15t Mar.

These two drakes were discovered on the Mere during a period of severe weather. The
area was mostly frozen and the birds were actually sat on ice.

g T .

Garganey (West Bexington 15t March 2018)
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COMMON POCHARD Aythya ferina
Scarce winter visitor

All records West Bexington See Wildfowl Table
Just one record, a flock of 8 birds through on 9™ April.

TUFTED DUCK Aythya fuligula
Winter visitor

All records West Bexington See Wildfowl Table

The wintering flock peaked at 66 on 8" March. Although a number of birds remained into
the summer, just one pair bred this year.

AYTHYA HYBRID

A drake hybrid Tufted Duck x Ring-necked Duck was present on 215t March. At distance
and on certain views this hybrid could easily be mistaken for a pure Ring-necked Duck.
Fortunately, at close range it gave itself up for what it was. Anomalies included a truncated
tuft (rather than a peak) to the rear crown, a green sheen to the head, an ill-defined spur
and white base to the bill and a ragged sub-terminal band on the bill.

Drake hybrid
Tufted Duck x
Ring-necked Duck

COMMON SCOTER Melanitta nigra
Winter visitor and offshore migrant

Monthly Maxima and Monthly Bird Day Total West Bexington & Cogden
Jan | Feb |[Mar | Apr |May |Jun |[Jul |Aug | Sep | Oct | Nov | Dec
6 15 | 156 | 24 10 3 4 30 4 2
6 15 | 242 | 48 18 3 4 33 8 2

No particularly high counts; 156 on 17" April was the highest day count.
Numbers slightly up on 2017.

12



VELVET SCOTER Melanitta fusca
Scarce winter visitor and offshore migrant

West Bexington 1 east on 171 Apr.

GOOSANDER Mergus merganser

Formerly rare now scarce winter visitor

West Bexington 1 on 13" Apr then, 1 on 15t Nov, 5 east on 5" Nov and
2 on 28" Nov.

A reasonable set of records.

RED-BREASTED MERGANSER Mergus serrator
Rare winter visitor

West Bexington 2 flew through the Mere on 23" Dec.
RED-LEGGED PARTRIDGE Alectoris rufa

Fairly common resident (Birds at West Bexington probably refer to released birds

from the Puncknowle estate)

At least three pairs noted regularly at West Bexington throughout the breeding season with

a similar number at Cogden. Although there were no confirmed records, breeding is sure

to have taken place.

COMMON PHEASANT Phasianus colchicus
Common resident

Breeds at both West Bexington and Cogden.

Noted regularly at both sites throughout the year.
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RED-THROATED DIVER Gavia stellata
Fairly common winter visitor (records refer to birds settled on the sea or flying close
inshore to a different feeding area)

Monthly Maxima and Monthly Bird Day Totals at West Bexington and Cogden
Jan | Feb [Mar | Apr |May |Jun |[Jul |Aug | Sep | Oct | Nov | Dec
3 3 9 2 1 5 5
12 18 34 3 1 15 17

Annual trends (1998 onwards)

0 N~ © o) < ™ N — o o foe) N~ Pre-

Yyer |3 |8 |3 |83 |2 |3 |3 |3 |3 |8 |8 |8 |2007

(V] (9\] (9\] (9\] (V] (9\] (9\] (e\] (9\] (e\] N N AVg

Toéaa'lyz"d 100 | 48 | 21 | 57 | 57 | 89 | 101 |112|112| 85 | 80 | 48 | 74

[oo) N~ © o) < ™ N - o o foo) N~ Pre-

Jan S |8 |8 |8 |8 |8 |a8a|a |38 |8 |8 |8 | 2007

(9\] (9\] (9\] N (9\] (9\] (9\] N N (9\] N (9\] AV

g.

Monthly | 5 | 3 | 3 | 20| 7 | 5 |6 |23|190| 5|6 | 2| 7
Maxima

Monthly | 15 | 17 | g |42 | 23| 40 | 28 |74 | 72 | 20| 18 | 4 | 22
Bird Days

foe) N~ © o) < ™ IV — o o)) 0 N~ Pre-

Dec S |8 |8 |83 |38 |38 |38 |38 |38 |38 |8 |8 | 2007

N N (9\] N (9\] (9\] N N N N (9\] (9\] AV

g.

Monthly | o1 3 | 3 | 1 | 6| 2|6 |120]/10| 6 |12| 9] s
Maxima

Monthly |12 1 47 | 5 | 2 | 20| 6 | 28 | 18 | 16 | 25 | 43 | 33 | 20
Bird Days

The total bird days were double that recorded in 2017. A very good year with a particularly
strong showing in March reflecting migrating birds making their way north.

GREAT NORTHERN DIVER Gavia immer
Scarce winter visitor

West Bexington. 2 birds (one summer plumaged, one 2" calendar year) on
315t May, 1 on 30" Oct.
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Great Northern Divers (West Bexington 315t May 2018)

SLAVONIAN GREBE Podiceps auritus
Scarce winter visitor

West Bexington. 1 on 7™" Feb.

Just one record this year.




LITTLE GREBE Tachybaptus ruficollis
Locally common breeding bird and occasional winter visitor

West Bexington At least 2 territories.
Cogden At least 1 territory.

Two separate broods were noted at West Bexington. The position at Cogden was less
clear.

In addition to the above there were winter records of single birds at West Bexington on
14" January and (a singing bird) at Cogden on 19" February.

Little Grebe (West Bexington 15" July 2018)

GREAT CRESTED GREBE Podiceps cristatus
Winter visitor (Records usually refer to birds feeding at sea on calm days)

Birds were noted off West Bexington and Cogden feeding at sea.

Monthly Maxima and Monthly Bird Day Totals
Jan |Feb |Mar | Apr |May |Jun |Jul |Aug |Sep |Oct | Nov | Dec
3
6

3 4 3 2 2 1
18 28 14 8 4 1

Annual trend (2000 onwards)

0 © © 7o) < ™ I\ - o o)) 0 N~ Pre-
Year |3 |8 |3 |3 |2 |3 |3 |38 |38 |8 |8 |8 |2007
AN N AN (V] AN AN N N AN N AN AN AVg
Toéaa'lyi'rd 88 |78 |117]163| 31 | 120|190 (179|144 | 41 | 27 | 13 | 56

Seen regularly when conditions allowed, but not in particularly high numbers.

As in 2017, there were a couple of mid-summer records.
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NORTHERN FULMAR Fulmarus glacialis
Regular visitor (Birds breed nearby on cliffs at Burton Bradstock)

Monthly Maxima and Monthly Bird Day Totals

Jan | Feb [Mar | Apr |May |Jun |[Jul |Aug | Sep | Oct | Nov | Dec
1 6 5 8 6 3 7 1 1 1
1 6 6 17 9 4 20 1 1 1

As usual, most birds were noted during the nest prospecting/breeding season. This
species is thought to be significantly under-recorded.

MANX SHEARWATER Puffinus puffinus
Fairly common passage migrant in spring and early summer

Monthly Maxima and Monthly Bird Day Totals
Jan | Feb |[Mar | Apr |May |Jun |[Jul |Aug | Sep | Oct | Nov | Dec
52 | 133 | 24 1
52 | 214 | 24 1

A much better showing than in 2017. 133 birds on 8" May was the best day count of the
year.

NORTHERN GANNET Morus bassanus
Frequent visitor offshore throughout the year

Monthly Maxima and Monthly Bird Day Totals

Jan | Feb [Mar | Apr |May |Jun |[Jul |Aug | Sep | Oct | Nov | Dec
10 7 23 31 | 186 | 26 19 30 | 40 | 120 | 57 18
38 22 55 | 153 | 309 | 38 30 64 75 | 330 | 172 | 107

A similar year total to 2017. The 11" May provided the biggest day count.

GREAT CORMORANT Phalacrocorax carbo

Common visitor with 2 or 3 birds seen on most days flying past West Bexington.
Sometimes noted flying inland through the Grove, possibly en route to the fish farm
at Berwick.

Seen most days but no notable counts in 2018. 17 together on 26" August was the highest
single count.

EUROPEAN SHAG Phalacrocorax aristotelis
Scarce visitor

West Bexington 2 east on 9" Nov

Just the one record, but likely to be under recorded.
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CATTLE EGRET Bubulcus ibis
Rare migrant and visitor

West Bexington One with horses and sheep from 10" Mar to 12t Apr.

Our first extended stay of a species that is occurring in increasing numbers in Dorset. It
bred in the county for the first time in 2017.

Cattle Egret

(West Bexington
15" March 2018)

LITTLE EGRET Egretta garzetta
Uncommon visitor (despite suitable habitat, birds do not usually linger here)

Monthly Maxima and Monthly Bird Day Totals at West Bexington
Jan |Feb |Mar | Apr |May |Jun |Jul |Aug |Sep |Oct | Nov | Dec
3 1 1 2 3 3 3 8 3 1 1
4 1 1 7 9 7 6 36 22 2 4

We recorded 99 bird days this year compared with 55 in 2017.

GREAT WHITE EGRET Ardea alba
Scarce visitor but becoming more regular

West Bexington 5 west on 18t Oct and 1 west on 26" Nov.
A reasonable showing. Autumn records are now not unexpected

GREY HERON Ardea cinerea
Scarce visitor (most records seem to relate to the post breeding dispersal of family
groups, just the odd one or two wandering birds noted at other times of the year)

Monthly Maxima and Monthly Bird Day Totals at West Bexington and Cogden
Jan | Feb |[Mar | Apr |May |Jun |Jul |Aug | Sep | Oct | Nov | Dec
1 2 1 1 3 2 3 6 1
1 2 2 5 9 8 19 10 1

An improved count on 2017 and so more in line with recent annual totals.
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RED KITE Milvus milvus
Rare visitor and passage migrant

West Bexington 1 on 27" Feb, 6 on 20" Apr, 1 on 215t Apr, 2 on 13" May, a
movement west on 15" May involving 30+ birds, 1 on 17t May,
5 on 215t May, 1 on 22" Jun, 1 on 9™ Jul, 1 on 4" Sept, 1 on
28" Sept and 1 on 15t Oct.

Cogden 1 on 4% Jun and 1 on 26" Oct.
There was a significant movement of Red Kites along the south coast mid-May. The
highest count of 80 was recorded at Colyton, Devon (18 miles west of the recording area)

on 14" May.

MARSH HARRIER Circus aeruginosus
Scarce (formerly rare) winter visitor

West Bexington An immature present on a number of dates from 28" Jan to
25" Feb. Then single birds on 20" Apr, 17" May, 9t Jun,
71 Aug, 13" Aug, 5" Sept, 19" Nov and 3™ Dec.

Cogden 1 on 20" Jan, 1 on 25" Jan and 1 on 13" Mar.

Marsh Harrier (West Bexington 25" February 2018)
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HEN HARRIER Circus cyaneus
Rare winter visitor

West Bexington A 6 r i flevgup éhiodigld the Grove on 20" Apr.

EURASIAN SPARROWHAWK Accipiter nisus
Fairly common resident (breeds at both West Bexington and Cogden and often seen
hunting the area)

Similar status to 2017 with single birds seen throughout the year. However, a pair were
noted interacting at Cogden on the 24" and 26" Apr.

COMMON BUZZARD Buteo buteo
Common resident (often seen hunting over the area and now a breeding bird)

Although displaying birds were noted at West Bexington and Cogden and young birds
soliciting food were heard calling at both sites, there was no firm evidence of breeding
within the recording area.

COMMON KESTREL Falco tinnunculus
Fairly common resident (birds seen hunting over the area all year)

Two pairs bred successfully at West Bexington. Individual birds were seen at West
Bexington and Cogden throughout the year.

MERLIN Falco columbarius
Scarce winter visitor and passage migrant

West Bexington Singles seen on 26" Feb, 4" Oct and 20™ Dec.
Cogden 1 on 18" Oct.

Fewer sightings than in 2017.

EURASIAN HOBBY Falco subbuteo

Fairly common passage migrant

West Bexington Singles on 27" Jul, 3@ Aug, 215t Aug, 26" Sept and 27" Sept.
Cogden One on 23" Apr.

Fewer sightings than in 2017.

PEREGRINE FALCON Falco peregrinus
Fairly common visitor (mostly winter but also other times of the year)

West Bexington Singles on 11" Feb, 15" Mar, 22" Mar, 7t Apr, 11t Apr,
25" Apr, 26" Apr, 5" Aug, 5" Sept, 15" Oct, 3" Nov, 5" Nov,
6" Nov, 30" Nov, 15t Dec, 9" Dec and 23" Dec

Cogden Singles on 25" Jan, 3" Apr and 30" Jul.

A similar picture to 2017.

20



WATER RAIL Rallus aquaticus
Winter visitor (recorded at both West Bexington and Cogden, may breed)

Birds regularly heard and occasionally seen in both winter periods, but not recorded during
the breeding season.

A juvenile on Big Pond on the early date of 17" July was an intriguing record. It is the first
suggestion in recent years that the species may have bred here.

MOORHEN Gallinula chloropus
Locally common resident

Recorded regularly at West Bexington and Cogden throughout the year. Breeding
confirmed at West Bexington (at least two pairs) and strongly suspected at Cogden.

COMMON COOT Fulica atra
Locally common resident (numbers increase briefly late winter, but birds then
disperse to breeding areas)

No confirmed breeding at West Bexington or Cogden but strongly suspected at both sites.
Max Count: West Bexington - 30 on 24" Feb.

OYSTERCATCHER Haematopus ostralegus
Fairly scarce passage migrant

Monthly Maxima and Monthly Bird Day Totals at West Bexington and Cogden

Jan | Feb [Mar | Apr |May |Jun |[Jul |Aug | Sep | Oct | Nov | Dec
1 2 4 3 1 1
6 9 12 4 1 3

Sightings confined to late spring and summer months, generally as single birds flying
through the recording area. Numbers slightly down on 2017.

AVOCET Recurvirostra avosetta
Rare passage migrant

West Bexington 1 on the Mere on 15t Marr.
This bird di dhadprobablyaeen foraechtg moaenbg the freezing conditions.

The first record since 2009.
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NORTHERN LAPWING Vanellus vanellus
Scarce winter visitor, usually in hard weather (formerly bred in small numbers)

West Bexington 2 on 7™ Jan, singles on 7t, 13t, 22nd 231 gand 24™" Feb. Then,

& Cogden 15 on 27" Feb, 165 on 28" Feb, 2,000+ grounded on 15t Mar
(with many 1,000s moving west), circa 1,000 on 3" Mar, 700 on
4™ Mar, 180 on 5" Mar, 70 on 6™ Mar with around 30 remaining
until 19" Mar. Then, 1 on 29™ Jun, 1 on 3 Aug, 2 on 28™" Oct,
60 on 29™ Oct, 1 on 23" Nov and 1 on 13" Dec.

From 24th February to 4" March Britain was affected by a cold wave, which brought
unusually low temperatures and heavy snowfall to many areas. The severe conditions, in
particular the frozen ground brought many birds to the coast in a desperate attempt to find
food. Sadly conditions were no better here and many birds perished. Hundreds of
emaciated carcasses were found within the recording area in subsequent days.

GOLDEN PLOVER Pluvialis apricaria
Scarce winter visitor, usually in hard weather

West Bexington Circa. 90 on 27™ Feb increasing to 320 on 28", 700+ west on
1st Mar, 500 lingering on 3 Mar with 144 still on 4" Mar. Just 4
on 7" Mar but 130 on 19" Mar and 11 still on 20" Mar.

Cogden 6 on 5" Mar, 1 on 6" Mar and around 100 on 13" Mar.

As with the previous species, Golden Plovers were severely affected by the
February/March cold wave with 100s succumbing.

GREY PLOVER Pluvialis squatarola
Scarce winter visitor

West Bexington 3 on 4™ Mar then 1 on 215t Nov
There is little to hold this species here. Birds are generally only picked up passing through

and the number recorded is likely to be a gross undercount.

LITTLE RINGED PLOVER Charadrius dubius
Scarce passage migrant

West Bexington 3 birds flew through on 14" Apr and a juvenile lingered on Big
Pond on 1s* Aug.
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Juvenile Little Ringed Plover (West Bexington 15t August 2018)

GREAT RINGED PLOVER Charadrius hiaticula
Regular winter visitor and passage migrant, has bred recently

Monthly Maxima at West Bexington and Cogden
Jan |Feb |Mar | Apr |May |Jun |Jul |Aug |Sep |Oct | Nov | Dec
4 5 3 2 1 3 1 5

Wintering birds from 2017 peaked at 5 on 23" Feb. There was then a scattering of
passage birds and then 5 again on 7" Nov. These might well have lingered until the end of
the year unobserved.

SANDERLING Calidris alba
Regular spring and occasional autumn migrant

Monthly Maxima and Monthly Bird Day Totals at West Bexington and Cogden

Jan | Feb |[Mar | Apr |May |Jun |Jul |Aug | Sep | Oct | Nov | Dec
80+ | 3 6 31
246 | 4 6 35

As usual, a strong spring bias to records. A lingering flock of 80+ birds on 24" May was
noteworthy for this site.
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DUNLIN Calidris alpina
Regular spring and autumn migrant but in very small numbers

Monthly Maxima and Monthly Bird Day Totals at West Bexington and Cogden

Jan | Feb [Mar | Apr | May |Jun |Jul |Aug | Sep | Oct | Nov | Dec
4 1 9 1 2 1
13 4 30 1 3 1

No significant counts.

Dunlin (West Bexington 14t April 2018)

JACK SNIPE Lymnocryptes minimus
Scarce winter visitor

West Bexington Up to 2 from the beginning of the year rising to 5 on 5™ Feb.
Still 3 on 8™ Mar, 2 on 23 Mar and last recorded on 8" Apr.
1 on 2" & 3" Nov, 1 on 22" Dec, 1 on 26" Dec and
2 on 30" Dec.

Cogden 1 on 14™ Jan.
Most birds recorded here are winter visitors but the bird on the 2" and 3@ November might

be considered a passage migrant as it was away from the marsh along the edge of a small
pond where it showed remarkably well.
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Jack Snipe (West Bexington 2" November 2018)

COMMON SNIPE Gallinago gallinago
Common winter visitor

Monthly Maxima at West Bexington & Cogden
Jan | Feb |Mar | Apr | May |Jun |Jul |Aug |Sep | Oct | Nov | Dec
22 30 16 9 1 1 2 2 10 33

The low numbers in the second winter period probably reflects the late flooding of the
marsh following a very dry summer. The count of 33 came right at the end of the year.

WOODCOCK Scolopax rusticola

Scarce winter visitor, usually in hard weather

West Bexington 2 on 15t Mar, 1 on 8" Mar and 1 on 11" Dec.
Cogden 1 on 5" Mar.

The March records coincided with severe weather.
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BLACK-TAILED GODWIT Limosa limosa
Scare (but increasing) passage migrant and winter visitor.

West Bexington A wintering bird was present from 19" Feb to 12" Mar. Then,
10 on 13™ Apr, 3 from 14" to 16" Apr with 2 remaining until the
19" Apr. 2 on 20" Jun, 1 from 27" Aug to 2" Sept, 5 from
6" Dec reducing to 3 from 10" to 12" Dec, 2 on 13" Dec and 1
on 17" Dec.

Some excellentwinterr ecor ds refl ecting this species

BAR-TAILED GODWIT Limosa lapponica

Scare passage migrant

West Bexington 1 on 18" Apr, 11 on 27" Apr and 16 on 11" May. Then,
3 on 13" Dec.

Only a modest spring passage, but a noteworthy winter record.

TURNSTONE Arenaria interpres
Scare passage migrant mainly in spring.

West Bexington 1 on 5" May, 1 on 29" May and 3 east on 31t May. Then,
1 on 5" Aug and 1 on 26™ Aug.

Another good year with five sightings and seven birds.

WHIMBREL Numenius phaeopus
Regular passage migrant mainly in spring.

Monthly Maxima and Monthly Bird Day Totals West Bexington & Cogden

Jan | Feb |[Mar | Apr |May |Jun |[Jul |Aug | Sep | Oct | Nov | Dec
111 | 16 1 1
155 | 111 2 3

A reasonable spring passage with an excellent movement of 111 birds on 17" April. Once
again autumn passage was almost a non-event.

EURASIAN CURLEW Numenius arquata
Uncommon visitor, mainly in spring and autumn

West Bexington 1 west on 17" Feb, 10 grounded on 4™ Mar, 1 on 6™ Mar,
1 on 11™ Mar and 1 on 5" Jul.

Generally a poor showing but 10 together on 4" March was exceptional by recent
standards.
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COMMON REDSHANK Tringa totanus
Scarce migrant and occasional winter visitor

West Bexington 3 on 6™ Mar, 1 on 18" Mar, 2 on 20" Mar with singles on
215t Mar, 27% Jun, 15" Jul, 6™ Sept and 22" Sept.

GREEN SANDPIPER Tringa ochropus

Scarce migrant

West Bexington Singles on 22" Jun, 16" Aug, 20" Aug, 22" Aug, 29" Aug,

24 Sept, 251 Sept and 71 Oct.

A reasonable number of sightings.

COMMON SANDPIPER Actitis hypoleucos
Uncommon migrant
West Bexington 1 on 7% Apr, 1 on 16" and 17" Apr, 2 on 23 Apr, 1 from 27

Apr to 1t May and 1 on 22" May. Then, 1 on 15t Jul, 2 on

2" Jul, 3 on 9™ Jul, 2 on 20™ Jul, singles on 22", 231d 24t

28" and 30™ Jul, 2 on 5" Aug, 1 on 7" Aug and 1 on 9" Aug.
An average year.

GREY PHALAROPE Phalaropus fulicarius
Rare storm driven visitor in autumn and winter.

West Bexington 1 on 22" Sept.

Part of a small influx of storm driven birds.

Grey Phalarope (West Bexington 22" September 2018)

27



ARCTIC SKUA Stercorarius parasiticus
Regular but uncommon migrant in spring and autumn

West Bexington 3 east on 17" Apr, 1 on 26™ Apr, 1 on 4" May and 3 east on
11t May. 1 on 11 Oct.

Just one autumn record.

GREAT SKUA Stercorarius skua
Uncommon migrant in spring and autumn

West Bexington 18 east on 17" Apr and 1 east on 2" May. 1 on 13 Oct.

Only recorded on three days but 18 on the 17" April represented our second highest day
count for the recording area.

KITTIWAKE Rissa tridactyla
Uncommon visitor in small numbers throughout the year and usually associated
with stormy weather

West Bexington A 13t winter west on 3™ Apr, 29 on 17" Apr, 7 on 11" May,
8 east on 315t May, singles on 15™ Jun, 29" Jul and 26™ Aug, 3
on 11" Oct, 1 on 3@ Nov, 2 on 7" Nov and 3 on 27™ Nov.

No large storm driven movements.

BLACK-HEADED GULL Larus ridibundus
Common migrant and winter visitor. Regular in summer

Seen throughout the year
Max Count: West Bexington - 1,000+ on 10" Jan and 19™ Feb.

LITTLE GULL Hydrocoloeus minutus
Scarce migrant and winter visitor

West Bexington An oiled bird on 23 Feb then an adult on 9" Nov, a 15t winter
on 28" Nov and an adult on 29" Nov.

MEDITERRANEAN GULL Larus melanocephalus
Uncommon visitor, increasing.

Monthly Maxima and Monthly Bird Day Totals West Bexington

Jan | Feb |[Mar | Apr |May |Jun |[Jul |Aug | Sep | Oct | Nov | Dec
18 23 9 1 2 4 51 11 14 20 52 25
76 51 23 1 3 26 | 104 | 60 22 | 106 | 139 | 183

Monthly totals were up on 2017 and so very much as expected.
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COMMON GULL Larus canus
Common winter visitor (formerly one of the commonest gulls in the winter gull
roost)

Common throughout both winter periods but no notable counts. 300 on 19" Feb was the
highest day count.

LESSER BLACK-BACKED GULL Larus fuscus graeselli
Regular winter visitor in relatively small numbers

Recorded regularly in both winter periods but only in small numbers.

Max Count: West Bexington - 15 on 3" Mar.
INTERMEDIOUS L B-backed GULL Larus fuscus intermedious

West Bexington 2 on 7" Mar.

HERRING GULL Larus argentatus argenteus
Common breeding resident

13 nests were counted in the small rooftop colony at West Bexington; most were
successful.

It is not clear why fewer nests were found this year. Numbers do fluctuate but a drop of six

nests was unexpected.

Max Count: West Bexington - circa. 300 on 5™ Aug.

CASPIAN GULL Larus cachinnans
Rare visitor
West Bexington A colour ringed bird was seen in the roost off the Mere on

29t Oct having previously been discovered at Abbotsbury
Swannery. This was the first record for the recording area.
(See page 57).

YELLOW-LEGGED GULL Larus michahellis
Uncommon autumn visitor

West Bexington No adults were seen in 2018 but a 3" calendar year bird was
seen on 8™ Jun and juvenile birds were noted from 16%" Jul to
15" Aug with at least 9 recorded.

A Spanish colour ringed bird was seen on 23 Jul. (See page 57)
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GLAUCOUS GULL Larus hyperboreus
Rare winter visitor

West Bexington Up to three 2" winter birds were seen from 3™ to 171 Feb.
Although in the same age group (and plumage) photographs of
each birdés head and bill confirm
birds were seen together on the 12", 15th and 17". One
individual became entangled in fishing line which it carried
around for the remainder of its stay.

A 1st winter bird was seen on 9" Nov.

Glaucous Gull (West Bexington 12t February 2018)

GREAT BLACK-BACKED GULL Larus marinus
Resident in small numbers but does not breed (numbers can increase in stormy
weather)

Recorded on most days with daily counts usually into double figures.
Max Count: West Bexington - 60 on 28" Nov.

LITTLE TERN Sterna albifrons
Uncommon spring migrant

West Bexington 1 east on 27" Apr.

Just one record, but this diminutive tern is easily missed.
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SANDWICH TERN Sterna sandvicensis
Frequent spring and autumn migrant

All records West Bexington & Cogden

Monthly Maxima and Monthly Bird Day Totals
Jan | Feb [Mar | Apr |May |Jun |[Jul |Aug | Sep | Oct | Nov | Dec
9 34 10 4 2 2 1 2
17 106 | 52 24 6 4 1 2

First sighting 22" Mar
Last Sighting 11% Oct

Once again, this species was most prevalent in April.

COMMON TERN Sterna hirundo
A common spring migrant and summer visitor

This species is only regularly recorded in summer when the nearby breeding colony at
Abbotsbury becomes established. When this colony fails there is a corresponding
reduction in sightings of this species and other terns.

All records West Bexington & Cogden

Monthly Maxima and Monthly Bird Day Totals
Jan | Feb |[Mar | Apr |May |Jun |[Jul |Aug | Sep | Oct | Nov | Dec
29 30 27 4 5
85 | 232 | 121 | 29 28

First sighting 7t Apr
Last Sighting 29t Aug

This species had another good breeding season at Abbotsbury in 2018. Subsequently,
we had a reasonable year, with sightings in line with expectations and therefore well up on
2017.

ARCTIC TERN Sterna paradisaea

Uncommon migrant

West Bexington 1 on 17" Apr.

Althoughanumberof &écommi cd terns were seen, just on:
COMMON GUILLEMOT Uria aalge

Uncommon visitor usually early and late winter

West Bexington Just single figure counts in either winter period.

& Cogden
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RAZORBILL Alca torda
Uncommon visitor usually early and late winter

West Bexington Just single figure counts in either winter period.
& Cogden
STOCK DOVE Columba oenas

Resident at West Bexington and seen regularly at Cogden
West Bexington At least one pair was on territory in 2018.

No significant counts.

WOOD PIGEON Columba palumbus
Common resident at West Bexington and Cogden and breeds in good numbers

No confirmed breeding in 2018, but it is sure to have taken place.

No large autumn movements were recorded this year.

COLLARED DOVE Streptopelia decaocto

Resident in West Bexington village

West Bexington A number of pairs were seen displaying / courting around the
village. No nest sites were noted but breeding is sure to have
taken place.

No significant counts.

COMMON CUCKOO Cuculus canorus
Scarce migrant

West Bexington 1 heard on 9" May.

Cogden 1 seen on 215 May.

No autumn records this year.

BARN OWL Tyto alba
Scarce visitor breeding occasionally

At least one adult bird present all year, but breeding was not confirmed.

An adult was found dead in an emaciated condition early in the year. Perhaps this was one
of the breeding pair. I f so hopefully it wono
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TAWNY OWL Strix aluco
Uncommon resident, thought to breed

West Bexington As in 2017, birds were heard calling around the village on
several dates. One was picked up ill on 16" Mar with a
respiratory infection. Sadly it died the next day.

Cogden 1 seen at a nest box on 6" Apr. Breeding unconfirmed
however.

SHORT-EARED OWL Asio flammeus

Rare winter visitor

West Bexington Singles on 5™ Sept, 25" Oct, 28" Oct, 315t Oct and 11" Nov.

Cogden One on 18" Oct.

There was an influx of Short-eared Owils into Dorset around the time of the above
sightings. Looking at the spread of dates, it is not unreasonable to assume that at least
four different birds were seen in the recording area.

Short-eared Owl (Cogden 18t October 2018)
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NIGHTJAR Caprimulgus europaeus
Rare migrant

West Bexington One roosted daily from 29" Aug to 4" Sept.
Having chanced across this bird on the 29" August, it was searched for daily and could be

surprisingly difficult to find even though we knew the general area it was in. It afforded
some wonderful views.

Nightjar (West Bexington 29" August 2018)

COMMON SWIFT Apus apus
Common spring and autumn migrant but declining

First Seen 20" Apr
Last Seen 24" Jul

Significant Counts: West Bexington - 500+ on 215t Jun.

KINGFISHER Alcedo atthis
Rare migrant and winter visiter

West Bexington One visited the Mere on 12" Mar.
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GREEN WOODPECKER Picus viridis
Uncommon resident, a breeding bird at both West Bexington and Cogden

Seen and heard regularly at both sites.

West Bexington Juveniles were noted on 30™ Jun, 6" Jul and 2"? Sept.
Cogden A juvenile was seen on 71" Sept.

GREAT SPOTTED WOODPECKER Dendrocopos major
Uncommon resident

West Bexington A juvenile was seen on 2" Jul

There was no confirmed breeding at Cogden this year although drumming was heard at
both sites and is sure to have taken place there.

SKYLARK Alauda arvensis
Common resident and winter visitor at both West Bexington and Cogden

A similar picture to last year with at least 20 territories at both West Bexington and Cogden
and breeding confirmed at both sites.

Significant Counts: Passage - West Bexington: 250 east on 7t Oct, 450 west on
18" Oct, 100 west on 25" Oct, 80 west on 2" Nov.

SAND MARTIN Riparia riparia
Frequent migrant in spring and autumn

First Seen 12" Mar.
Last Seen 17 Oct

No significant Counts; 70 through on 6™ Jul was the highest day count.

BARN SWALLOW Hirundo rustica
Common migrant in spring and autumn

First Seen 4% Apr.
Last Seen  30™ Oct.

Bred at West Bexington in 2018 with a minimum of two pairs.

Significant Counts: West Bexington - 2,000+ west on 31t Aug, 6,000+ east on
25" Sept, 2,000+ east on 26™ Sept

HOUSE MARTIN Delichon urbica
Common migrant in spring and autumn

First Seen 7" Apr.
Last Seen 7" Oct.

No significant counts and a worrying reduction in sightings.
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TREE PIPIT Anthus trivialis
Uncommon passage migrant mainly in autumn

West Bexington 20 on 24" Aug, singles on 30" Aug and 6™ Sept

The above records are unlikely to reflect the true position and it is thought that flyover
calling birds are being missed.

MEADOW PIPIT Anthus pratensis
Primarily a winter visitor and passage migrant, breeding occasionally

West Bexington At least one pair bred in 2018.
Cogden One bird song-flighting on 15t May.
Only wintered in low numbers.

No significant movements, but three figure counts recorded on 26" Sept, 7" and 10" Oct.

ROCK PIPIT Anthus petrosus
Scarce visitor to the recording area but a common resident to the west of Cogden at
Burton Bradstock

West Bexington One from 11" to 16" Mar and one on 11" Dec.

Rock Pipit (West Bexington 16" March 2018)
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YELLOW WAGTAIL Motacilla flava flavissima
Passage migrant mainly in autumn

First Seen 17" Aug
Last Seen 28" Oct.

Monthly Maxima and Monthly Bird Day Totals West Bexington and Cogden

Jan |Feb |[Mar | Apr |May |Jun |[Jul |Aug | Sep | Oct | Nov | Dec
151 15 1
220 | 55 1

The above table reflects birds seen on migration either passing through or feeding in fields
within the recording area.

In addition, 127 birds were trapped and ringed in the nature reserve.
No spring records but overall a similar picture to 2017.

GREY WAGTAIL Motacilla cinerea
Passage migrant mainly in autumn

No spring records. A total of 38 birds were recorded from 15™ July to 18™ Oct.
Winter: West Bexington - 1 from 8™ to 11™ Nov.

PIED WAGTAIL Motacilla alba yarellii
Regular throughout the year, also common autumn migrant

Successfully bred at West Bexington in 2018.

No significant counts.

WHITE WAGTAIL Motacilla alba alba
West Bexington 3 on 11" Apr and 1 on 3™ May.

0 Al BAMAGTAIL

No significant passage noted.

WREN Troglodytes troglodytes
Common breeding Bird at West Bexington and Cogden

Successfully bred at West Bexington and Cogden in 2018.

HEDGE ACCENTOR Prunella modularis
Common breeding bird at West Bexington and Cogden

Successfully bred at West Bexington and Cogden in 2018.

ROBIN Erithacus rubecula
Common breeding bird at West Bexington and Cogden, also common winter visitor

Successfully bred at West Bexington and Cogden in 2018.
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BLACK REDSTART Phoenicurus ochruros
Scarce migrant and winter visitor

West Bexington 1 on 16™ Mar, 1 on 11" Apr, 2 on 18" and 19" Oct, 1 on
28" and 29™ Oct, 2 on 16" Nov.
COMMON REDSTART Phoenicurus phoenicurus
Uncommon passage migrant in spring and autumn
West Bexington 1 on 12" Apr, 1 on 26" Apr, 1 on 28" Apr, 1 on 25" Aug, 1 on

28" Aug and 1 on 5" Sept.

Cogden 1 on 22" Aug, 1 on 315t Aug and 1 on 6™ Sept.

First Seen  12™ Apr
Last Seen 6™ Sept

Numbers slightly down again.

WHINCHAT Saxicola rubetra
Passage migrant uncommon in spring, common in autumn

First Seen  16™ Apr
Last Seen 13" Oct

Monthly Maxima and Monthly Bird Day Totals West Bexington and Cogden

Jan | Feb [Mar | Apr |May |Jun |[Jul |Aug | Sep | Oct | Nov | Dec
5 8 5 2
8 21 45 6

Another reasonable autumn movement and a similar picture to 2017. However, numbers
50% down on 2016.

COMMON STONECHAT Saxicola torquata
Widespread, but not common resident. Breeds in small numbers

Breeding confirmed at West Bexington with 2 or 3 pairs, and at Cogden with 3 or 4 pairs.

NORTHERN WHEATEAR Oenanthe oenanthe
Common passage migrant in spring and autumn

First Seen 11 Mar
Last Seen 29" Oct

Monthly Maxima and Monthly Bird Day Totals West Bexington and Cogden

Jan |Feb | Mar | Apr |May |Jun |Jul |Aug | Sep | Oct | Nov | Dec
4 36 7 17 24 5
8 99 28 60 53 13

Numbers down in both spring and autumn. In fact, the total of 261 Bird Days is the lowest
count in the last 10 years and significantly below the 10 year average of 411

Significant Counts: West Bexington - 36 on 29t Apr.
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Northern

Wheatear
(West
Bexington
18t May
2018)

RING OUZEL Turdus torquatus

Scarce migrant

West Bexington One on 16" Oct.

Cogden A male, last seen on 9" Dec 2017, was seen again on

24 and 25" Jan.
This is the first record of a wintering bird within the recording area.

BLACKBIRD Turdus merula
Common resident at West Bexington and Cogden. Also common winter visitor

Breeding confirmed at West Bexington and Cogden in 2018.

No significant counts.

FIELDFARE Turdus Pilaris
Uncommon winter visitor although numbers can increase significantly during hard
weather

West Bexington 6 on 8" Feb, 8 on 26" Feb, 1 on 27" Feb, 30 on 15t Mar, 500+
on 2" Mar, 300 still on 3@ Mar and 100+ on 4 Mar. 250 on
19t Mar, 30 on 20t Mar, 3 on 25t Oct and 35 on 14™ Nov.

A significant influx during the February/March cold wave.

SONG THRUSH Turdus philomelos
Common resident at West Bexington and Cogden. Also common winter visitor

Breeding was confirmed at Cogden and West Bexington.

No significant counts.
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REDWING Turdus iliacus
Uncommon winter visitor although numbers can increase significantly during hard
weather

West Bexington Singles seen on 14™ and 18™ Jan. 20 on 6™ Feb then single
figure counts until 12 on 28" Feb, circa. 100 on
3'd Mar and many 100s through on 19" Mar.
1 or 2 birds noted during Nov and Dec.

Cogden Singles on 215t and 28" Oct.

The March dates reflect cold weather movements.

MISTLE THRUSH Turdus viscivorus
Scarce winter visitor (formerly a breeding bird)

West Bexington Two or three seen most days from the beginning of the year
into May. Then, 11 seen on 18" May and 4 or 5 throughout
Jun and Jul. Up to 7 through the second winter period.

Breeding confirmed at West Bexington.

CETTI'S WARBLER Cettia cetti

Uncommon and local resident at West Bexington and Cogden
West Bexington 7 singing males and breeding confirmed.
Cogden 4 singing males.

Another excellent year with 11 males on territory.

Cetti's Warbler Singing Males
West Bexington & Cogden
1977 to 2018 (No counts 2004/2005)
14
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10
8
6
2
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GRASSHOPPER WARBLER Locustella naevia
Scarce passage migrant in spring and autumn

West Bexington Reeling birds on 12" Apr and 215t Apr. Then, 23 trapped and
ringed in the nature reserve between 16" Aug and
3" Sept.

Cogden 1 on 7" Aug and 1 on 24™" Aug.

First Seen  12™ Apr
Last Seen 3" Sept

Significantly more trapped this year.

Grasshopper Warbler (West Bexington 12t April 2018)
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SEDGE WARBLER Acrocephalus schoenobaenus
Uncommon breeding summer visitor and locally common passage migrant

West Bexington 5 on 26™ Apr then 1 singing from 29" Apr to 18" May.
1 on 27" Jul, 3 on 8™ Aug then singles on 13" Aug, 18" Aug,
20™ Aug, 4™ Sept, 9" Sept, 13" Sept and 14™ Sept. 2 on 15t
Sept and 1 on 27" Sept.

Cogden 2 on 28" Aug.

First Seen  26™ Apr
Last Seen 27" Sept

Again only a modest passage. This species did not breed again this year.

Additionally, 144 birds were trapped and ringed during the autumn.

REED WARBLER Acrocephalus scirpaceus
Locally common breeding summer visitor and passage migrant
West Bexington At least 21 singing males and breeding confirmed.
Cogden At least 20 singing males and breeding confirmed.

First Seen 12" Apr
Last Seen  1stOct

Territory numbers could be extrapolated up to around 50 at each site. If realised, this
would be close to what might be considered the capacity of both reed beds.

Additionally, 118 birds were trapped and ringed during the autumn.

LESSER WHITETHROAT Sylvia curruca
Uncommon breeding summer visitor and passage migrant

West Bexington No formal survey this year, but it was felt numbers were slightly

& Cogden down on 2017.

First Seen 12" Apr
Last Seen 13 Sept

COMMON WHITETHROAT Sylvia communis
Common breeding summer visitor and passage migrant

West Bexington A similar picture to the last few years with 15-20 singing males

& Cogden at each site.

Breeding confirmed at both sites in 2018.

First Seen  16™ Apr
Last Seen 8% Oct
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GARDEN WARBLER Sylvia borin
Uncommon passage migrant

West Bexington 1 on 29" Apr, 1 on 22" Jul, 1 on 7" Aug and 1 on 17" Aug.
Fewer records this year

BLACKCAP Sylvia atricapilla
Common breeding summer visitor and passage migrant. Uncommon winter visitor

No counts of singing birds, but numbers considered to be in line with recent years.

First Seen 3" Apr
Last Seen 21stOct

Winter Records: ~ West Bexington - A single bird noted from 20™ to 25" November.
One in sub-song on 3™ December.

COMMON CHIFFCHAFF Phylloscopus collybita
Common breeding summer visitor and passage migrant. Uncommon winter visitor

West Bexington No counts of territories in 2018, but confirmed breeding at both
& Cogden sites.

First Seen 12" Mar
Last Seen 11 Nov

Wintering birds: West Bexington - 1 on 10™ Jan. Up to 4 on several dates in

December.
YELLOW-BROWED WARBLER Phylloscopus inornatus
Rare vagrant
West Bexington One seen and heard in the nature reserve on 17™ Oct.

Just the one record but now recorded in each of the last four years.

WILLOW WARBLER Phylloscopus trochilus
Common passage migrant

First Seen  11™ Apr
Last Seen  13™ Sept

Other than a large fall of many 100s on 29" April, movements were fairly routine this year.

GOLDCREST Regulus regulus
Common resident and winter visitor

West Bexington Breeding suspected in the village and in the nature reserve.
Recorded all year round.

Cogden Seen and heard around Othona where it is thought to breed.

A notable increase in sightings in the second winter period, perhaps reflecting a good
breeding season.
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FIRECREST Regulus ignicapilla
Scarce passage migrant mainly in late autumn and occasional winter visitor

West Bexington 1 on 16™ Mar and 3 on 2" Dec.

What a difference a year makes! From 30 bird days in 2017 to just four in 2018.

SPOTTED FLYCATCHER Muscicapa striata
Uncommon passage migrant mainly in autumn

First Seen 29" Apr
Last Seen 22" Sept

West Bexington 1 on 29" Apr, 1 on 30" Apr, 2 on 25" May, 1 on 5" Aug, 1 on
25" Aug and 1 on 22" Sept.

Cogden 1 on 29" Apr, 1 on 30" Aug and 2 on 315t Aug.

The number of birds recorded halved again this year. Since 1994, the UK has lost over a
third of its breeding Spotted Flycatchers and the decline in England has been a worrying
65%. The species is Red-listed and of the highest conservation concern, based on its
longer-term decline.

PIED FLYCATCHER Ficedula hypoleuca
Scarce passage migrant mainly in autumn

West Bexington 1 on 13" Aug.

LONG-TAILED TIT Aegithalos caudatus

Common resident at both West Bexington and Cogden

Breeding confirmed at both West Bexington and Cogden in 2018.

Feeding parties were regularly seen during the year, the largest being 11 birds on
23 Nov at West Bexington.

BLUE TIT Cyanistes caeruleus
Common resident at both West Bexington and Cogden

Breeding confirmed at West Bexington and Cogden in 2018.

GREAT TIT Parus major
Common resident at both West Bexington and Cogden

Breeding confirmed at West Bexington and Cogden in 2018.
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COAL TIT Periparus ater
Uncommon resident at both West Bexington and Cogden

West Bexington Seen infrequently and heard singing on only a handful of
occasions.

For a few years now this species has only been recorded in low humbers.

BEARDED TIT Panurus biarmicus
Locally frequent winter visitor, mainly to West Bexington

West Bexington 4 on 12" Jan and 1+ on 8™ Mar.

Cogden 5 from 10™ Jan to 16" Feb with 2 remaining until 8" Mar.

One of the Cogden birds was colour ringed (See page 56).

WODCHAT SHRIKE Lanius senator
Rare visitor
West Bexington A juvenile on 19" and 20™ Aug.

The last Woodchat here was in 1997.

Woodchat Shrike (West Bexington 19™" August 2018)
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JAY Garrulus glandarius
Scarce winter visitor and sometimes resident

West Bexington Single birds seen regularly throughout the year with 2 birds on
234 Mar and 24™ Sept.

Cogden 1 on 5" Feb.
No influxes this year.

MAGPIE Pica pica
Common resident at both West Bexington and Cogden

Bred at West Bexington and Cogden in 2018.

No significant Counts; 13 at West Bexington on 17" Aug was the highest group count.

EURASIAN JACKDAW Corvus monedula
Scarce breeding bird and common winter visitor

Bred at West Bexington in 2018.
No significant counts ; 1,500 at West Bexington on 215t Oct was the highest day count.

ROOK Corvus frugilegus

Frequent visitor all year, but does not breed within the recording area ( birds seen
feeding at West Bexington presumably originate from the Puncknowle rookery, but
birds occasionally seen flying in from the west or the east, pointing to birds from
further afield)

No significant counts.

CARRION CROW Corvus corone corone
Common resident at both West Bexington and Cogden. Breeds in small numbers

Bred at West Bexington (several pairs) and Cogden in 2018.
No significant counts.

COMMON RAVEN Corvus corvax
Uncommon visitor to both West Bexington and Cogden

Monthly Maxima and Monthly Bird Day Totals West Bexington and Cogden

Jan |Feb | Mar | Apr |May |Jun |Jul |Aug | Sep | Oct | Nov | Dec
2 5 4 2 3 1 5 3 4 4 4 4
5 19 30 22 11 2 30 26 19 21 19 16

Numbers up on 2017. Breeding suspected at West Bexington.
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COMMON STARLING Sturnus vulgaris
Common resident at West Bexington. Also common winter visitor sometimes
forming large roosts in the reed beds

Breeding confirmed at West Bexington.

Roosts West Bexington - a roost formed in the nature reserve in early Nov. A pre-
roost count of 2,000 birds was made at Cogden on 6" Nov before these birds
headed east. A count of circa. 3,500 birds was noted at West Bexington on
the 7! Nov.

A striking, partially leucistic bird was with a flock of 800 starlings on 18" and 19" March.

Partially leucistic Common Starling (West Bexington 18" March 2018)
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ROSE-COLOURED STARLING Pastor roseus
Rare migrant.

West Bexington 1 on 6™ Jun and 1 on 13" Jun.

We were on the lookout for this species as there was an influx into the UK around this
time. The first bird showed well and lingered all day with Common Starlings in its preferred
field. It was searched for in subsequent days but not seen. The second bird took flight not
long after we found it, flew off strongly west and was lost to view. It is possible that just one
bird was involved but given the length of time between sightings, the different behaviour of
the two birds and the number of Rose-coloured Starlings involved in the influx (there were
two on Portland on the 2" and at least one there on the13™ Jun), we favour two different
birds.

Rose-coloured Starling (West Bexington 6™ June 2018)

HOUSE SPARROW Passer domesticus
Locally common resident in West Bexington village, but numbers much reduced
compared to a decade or two before

Bred around West Bexington village in 2018.

Max count: West Bexington - 70+ on several dates.

A slight increase on 2017.
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COMMON CHAFFINCH Fringilla coelebs
Common resident at West Bexington and Cogden. Also passage migrant

Confirmed breeding at West Bexington in 2018.

No significant counts.

GREENFINCH Chloris chloris
Declining resident and winter visitor at West Bexington and Cogden

No firm evidence of breeding this year.

Although we have no firm evidence, it was thought Greenfinch numbers were slightly up in
2018.

GOLDFINCH Carduelis carduelis
Common resident and winter visitor at West Bexington and Cogden

Seen throughout the year. Autumn juveniles were thought to be locally bred birds.

Significant Counts: West Bexington - Circa. 400 in a mixed finch flock feeding on
Chicory during first the two weeks of
October.

LINNET Carduelis cannabina

Common resident and winter visitor at West Bexington and Cogden

Confirmed breeding at West Bexington and Cogden.
Max counts: Winter West Bexington - 65 on 18" Oct.
Passage West Bexington - 400 east on 7" Oct, 1,500 east on 10" Oct.

COMMON BULLFINCH Pyrrhula pyrrhula
Common resident at West Bexington and Cogden

Breeding confirmed at West Bexington and Cogden in 2018.
There were no significant counts.

YELLOWHAMMER Emberiza citrinella
Common resident and winter visitor at West Bexington and Cogden

Breeding confirmed at West Bexington and Cogden in 2018.

Max count: West Bexington - 30 on 15t Jan.

REED BUNTING Emberiza schoeniclus
Locally common resident at West Bexington and Cogden
West Bexington 3 territories and breeding confirmed.
Cogden 3/4 territories and breeding confirmed.
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CORN BUNTING Emberiza calandra
Uncommon visitor

West Bexington A single bird was seen on 19" Apr. A pair were then found on
11% June and stayed to successfully breed. A third adult was
present from early July and it is just possible that there was a
second polygamous pairing.

Hopefully we will see a breeding attempt in 2019.

ESCAPEES AND UNESTABLISHED FERAL BIRDS

Teal hybrid
Racing Pigeon
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RINGING AT WEST BEXINGTON

Ringing continued at West Bexington DWT Reserve in 2018 to monitor bird movement
along the south coast during periods of peak migration.

From 15" August to 16" September 1,115 birds of 29 species were trapped and ringed.
An impressive 10,558 birds of 53 species have been ringed since 2009.

Totals courtesy of Neil Croton

Retraps/
Full grown Pulli Recoveries Total
Kestrel 1 0 0 1
Sand Martin 7 0 0 7
Swallow 184 0 0 184
House Martin 37 0 0 37
Yellow Wagtail 127 0 1 128
Wren 13 0 5 18
Dunnock 6 0 1 7
Robin 25 0 1 26
Whinchat 1 0 0 1
Stonechat 1 0 0 1
Blackbird 5 0 0 5
Song Thrush 1 0 0 1
Cetti's Warbler 8 0 0 8
Grasshopper Warbler 23 0 1 24
Sedge Warbler 143 1 27 171
Reed Warbler 118 0 30 148
Lesser Whitethroat 10 0 1 11
Whitethroat 20 0 1 21
Garden Warbler 5 0 0 5
Blackcap 241 0 5 246
Chiffchaff 34 0 0 34
Willow Warbler 36 0 2 38
Goldcrest 1 0 0 1
Long-tailed Tit 6 0 0 6
Blue Tit 33 0 2 35
Great Tit 13 0 2 15
House Sparrow 1 0 0 1
Goldfinch 2 0 0 2
Reed Bunting 12 0 1 13
Total: 1114 1 80 1195



Ringing History 2009 — 2018

Ringing Totals by Year
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Ten most frequently caught species 2009-2018

Swallow
Chiffchaff
Reed Warbler
Sedge Warbler
Blackcap
House Martin
Yellow Wagtail
Willow Warbler
Sand Martin
Blue Tit

Eight least frequently caught species 2009-2018

Kestrel

Dunlin

Green Woodpecker
Bluethroat

Common Redstart
Yellow-browed Warbler
Common Rosefinch
Corn Bunting

2485
1443
1341
941
918
656
535
465
342
305

RPRRRRRRR
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Selected Ringing Recoveries/Controls

Yellow Wagtail
7885172

Reed Warbler
AAB3506

Sedge Warbler
ATA9694

Reed Warbler
AAB3506

AAB3542

AAB3554

AZD2792

Chiffchaff
KKY795

Reed Bunting
AEB3072

2M
3M

Ringed
Found Dead

Ringed
Recaptured

Recaptured

Ringed
Recaptured

Ringed
Recaptured

Recaptured

Ringed
Recaptured

Ringed
Recaptured

Ringed
Recaptured

Ringed
Recaptured

Ringed
Recaptured

26/08/16
07/07/18

11/08/18
29/08/18

03/09/18

24/08/18
28/08/18

11/08/18
29/08/18

03/09/18

11/08/18
03/09/18

11/08/18
03/09/18

06/08/18
24/08/18

05/09/18
14/09/18

02/11/17
02/09/18

West Bexington, Dorset
Kirby hill North Yorkshire
(393 km, NNE, 1 year 315 days)

Abbotsbury, Dorset
West Bexington, Dorset
(6 km, WNW, 18 days)
West Bexington, Dorset
(6 km, WNW, 23 days)

West Bexington, Dorset
Trunvel, Finistere, France
(332 km, SSW, 4 days)

Abbotsbury, Dorset
West Bexington, Dorset
(6 km, WNW, 18 days)
West Bexington, Dorset
(6 km, WNW, 23 days)

Abbotsbury, Dorset
West Bexington, Dorset
(6 km, WNW, 23 days)

Abbotsbury, Dorset
West Bexington, Dorset
(6 km, WNW, 23 days)

South Milton Ley, Devon
West Bexington, Dorset
(94 km, ENE, 18 days)

West Bexington, Dorset
Durlston Country Park, Dorset
(53 km, E, 9 days)

Woodbury Common, Devon
West Bexington, Dorset
(47 km, E, 304 days)
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Colour Ringed Birds




S40 Great Black-backed Gull (White on Green)

Ringed as a Pullus at lles Saint-Marcouf, Manche, Normandy, France on 28/06/16
It was subsequently seen at:

Axe Estuary, Devon from 08/01/2017 to 07/02/2017
Axe Estuary, Devon on 10/04/2017

West Bexington Dorset on 06/06/2017

Axe Estuary, Devon on 12/01/18

Axe Estuary, Devon on 09/04/18

West Bexington Dorset on 03/06/18

R76 Great Black-backed Gull (White on Green)

Ringed as a Pullus at Chausey, Granville, Manche, Normandy, France on 25/06/15
It was subsequently seen at:

Seaton, Devon on 19/09/15
Seaton, Devon on 30/09/15
Seaton, Devon on 12/04/16
Crabby Beach Alderney Channel Islands on 26/07/18
Seaton, Devon on 07/10/17
Seaton, Devon on 04/12/17
Seaton, Devon on 27/01/18
West Bexington on 27/04/18

02V Great Black-backed Gull (Yellow on Black)

Ringed as a Pullus at Tlot du Ratier, Normandy, France on 30/06/16
It was subsequently seen at:

Réthoville (Le Marais) Manche France on 23/08/16
Vale (Chouet landfill Beach) Guernsey Channel Islands on 03/04/18
West Bexington on 16/07/18
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53M - Great Black-backed Gull (Yellow on Black)

Ringed as a Pullus at Le Havre, Seine-Maritime, Normandy, France on 26/06/13.

It was subsequently seen at:
- Courseulles-sur-Mer Calvados France on 14/08/13
- West Bexington on 03/06/14
- Axe Estuary, Devon on 04/07/15
- Le Havre Seine-Maritime France on 16/07/15
- West Bexington on 08/04/16
- Axe Estuary, Devon on 03/10/16
- Axe Estuary, Devon on 19/05/17
- West Bexington on 31/05/18

XXCL - Caspian Gull (Black on Yellow)

Ringed as a Pullus at Grabendorfer See, Brandenburg, Germany on 06/06/18.
It was subsequently seen at:

- Helgoland, Germany on 19/08/18

- Cromer, Norfolk on 27/08/18

- Cotesbach, Leicestershire on 05/09/18

- Shawell, Leicestershire on 24/10/18

- Abbotsbury, Dorset on 29/10/18

- West Bexington on 29/10/18

B5ET- Yellow-legged Gull (Black on Orange)

Ringed as a Pullus on the Island of Aire, Menorca on 05/05/18.
It was subsequently seen at:
- West Bexington on 23/07/18

Bearded Tit (Red over Pink right leg, BTO over orange left leg)

Ringed at Radipole Lake RSPB, Dorset on 25/07/17.
It was subsequently seen at:
- Portland Bird Observatory, Dorset on 25/10/17.
- Radipole Lake RSPB, Dorset on 30/10/17
- West Bexington from 10/01/18 to 16/02/18 at least
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YELLOW-LEGGED AND CASPIAN GULLS AT WEST BEXINGTON

Up until the 1990s the Herring Gull was regarded as a single species with a number of

recognised sub-species. Further, it was considered a possible ring species, which is a

connected series of neighbouring populations, each of which could interbreed with closely

sited related populations, but for which there existed at least two "end" populations in the

series, which are too distantly related to interboreed. The two O6endsd in thi
nominate North European sub-species argentatus and the American sub-species

smithsonianus.

Work by Peter Grant, Ronald Klein and the late Martin Garner (amongst others) helped to
establish clear criteria for identifying the sub-species that were reaching Britain and
Europe. Their distinct characteristics, supported by DNA work suggested that many should
be split out as good species in their own right.

By the early part of this century, most taxonomists seemed to finally agree (what birders
had suspected for some time) that the Herring Gull in Europe is actually three good
species. Simplified, the pink-legged gulls of Britain and other northern countries were still
called Herring Gulls Larus argentatus, the yellow-legged ones from the Mediterranean, the
Atlantic coast of Iberia, Morocco and the Atlantic Islands became Yellow-legged

Gulls Larus michahellis and the ones that have pale pink or pale straw-coloured legs, and
which breed north of the Black Sea, in the Ukraine and east of there, became Caspian
Gulls Larus cachinnans.

The differences are of course both more complicated and subtle, but with practice and
experience most can be identified, although some age groups are easier than others.

The populations of both Yellow-legged Gulls and Caspian Gulls have been moving north
and northwest in recent years, and Caspian Gulls now breed in Poland and eastern
Germany. A very small number of Yellow-legged Gulls have bred in Dorset.

There is an influx of juvenile Yellow legged Gulls into Britain every autumn, most lingering
long enough to begin their moult into 1%t winter plumage. In 2018, we started to see
Yellow-legged Gulls from the 9" June with routine sightings until 23 July when we found
a colour ringed bird. Yellow-legged Gulls that have been ringed abroad are exceptionally
rare in the UK. Fewer than 50 have been seen in the field and this bird represented only
the third found in Britain that had been colour ringed in Spain.

By contrast, Caspian Gull is an increasing but still scarce bird in Dorset. It is not that
common across the UK and has strong easterly bias. Interestingly, there are more records
of Colour ringed Caspian Gulls in the UK than Yellow-legged due mainly to a very active
ringing project in Poland. In fact, around 200 of the 260+ colour ringed birds seen here
were from that country. On the morning of 29" October Alan and | received a message
from Steve Groves and Joe Stockwell at Abbotsbury Swannery saying a Caspian Gull had
been seen there briefly and had flown west in our direction. We thought it likely the bird
would fly straight through the recording area, but considered if it was going to be found
anywhere itwould beinthe gul |l d&éday roostdé wusually for med
We headed straight there and scanning through the gulls | picked out a large immature gull
with an almost white head, a clear candidate for Caspian. We kept an eye on the bird and
eventualy t he f | ock O&were abfetolsee thé bird sufficiently well to identify it
as a Caspian. Not only that, but we then saw that it was colour ringed, a fact that we had
not been aware of, but which confirmed it was indeed the Swannery bird and not a
different Caspian Gull. It was the first record for our recording area.
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Bird ringing has been carried out for many years as a tool for tracking bird movement and
monitoring populations. Colour ringing of birds is usually done in support of a particular
project or defined objective. The colour ringing of large birds, like gulls, is particularly
useful because the code on the rings can often be read in the field; the codes on the ring
of both the Yellow-legged Gull and Caspian Gull were identifiable (see page 56 for
history). An European Website www.cr-birding.org has been set up as a platform
between field observers and project leaders and using the search tool there, identifying the
projects under which these birds were rung was relatively straightforward.

My misreading of the Yellow-legged Gull code (B5FT rather than B5SET) caused some

initial confusion,e s peci ally as BS5FT was still sat on th
eventually it was established that the bird had been rung at the nest on the Island of Aire,

Menorca on 5" May 2018. Unusually, it was an opportunistic ringing as the ringer was

there for another species. The island of Aire is located at 39°48' N, 4°17' E and flying

directly the bird would have travelled 1,325 km NNE to reach West Bexington.

The Caspian Gull proved to be from a mixed colony near the Polish-German border. It was
rung at the nest at Grabendorfer See, Brandenburg Germany on 6™ June 2018.
Grabendorfer See is located at 51°42' N, 14°06' E and flying directly the bird would have
travelled west 1,170 km to reach West Bexington although it arrived having visited
Helgoland (Germany), Norfolk and Leicestershire.

We still have much to learn about gulls, but it is clear that they are much more widely
travelled than was generally thought. Colour ringing is likely to help us answer many
guestions, but it will also pose a few too.

Dublin
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TAmsterdam 4 g

"'}\"CSZ Bex Gul
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Juvenile Yellow-legged Gull (West Bexington 23" July 2018)

Juvenile Yellow-legged gulls are usually identified by a combination of features, preferably
seen with the bird on the ground and in flight. In this view pro-features include a pale head
with an obvious smudge through the eye giving a masked effect., a robust all black bill, its
size; marginally larger than Herring Gull (some even approach Great Black-backed Gull in
size) and some second generation scapulars (Herring Gulls do not start moulting into 15t
winter plumage until much later). A better view on the ground would have revealed all dark
tertialswithpal e t i ps r ef | elikepatierg. Indlighba phlerontp mrad indatd

black tail band would have been obvious as would an ill-defined pale 6 wi n d ¢heviéneri n
primaries, which in juvenile Herring Gull is very obvious.
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Juvenile/1st winter Caspian Gull (West Bexington 29" October 2018)

The Caspian Gull was found in October when it was well advanced into 15t winter plumage.
Pro-Caspian features include an obvious white head, without a dark smudge, but with a
grey-br own o6boad a carloagesenyhnamod bilhapal& ynderbody, finely
chequered greater coverts, dark tertials with pale tipsreflecti ng a o6t humnai | 6 pe¢
(although this is a much more variable feature than in Yellow-legged Gull) and a long-
legged look. Again, in flight the bird would have shown a pale rump and neat black tail
band and also a pale window in the inner primaries but somewhat intermediate between
that of Herring & Yellow-legged. This bird is well advanced into 15t winter plumage, it has
replaced a number of scapular and mantle feathers with anchor patterned second
generation feathers and its bill has become slightly paler at the base (all dark in a juvenile
bird).
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ARRIVAL AND DEPARTURE DATES FOR COMMON MIGRANTS — WEST BEXINGTON AND COGDEN

Average First Seen Dates Average Last Seen Dates Earliest Latest First Seen | First Seen | First Seen | First Seen | First Seen | First Seen | First Seen | First Seen
SPECIES By Decade By Decade First Seen | Last Seen | Last Seen | Last Seen | Last Seen | Last Seen | Last Seen | Last Seen | Last Seen | Last Seen
1981-1990 [ 1991-2000 | 2001-2010 | 1981-1990 | 1991-2000 [ 2001-2010 | 1981-2010 | 1981-2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018
Sandwich Tern Spring 23-Apr 17-Apr 29-Mar 18-Mar 13-May 15-Mar 20-Mar 02-Apr 03-Apr 07-Apr 22-Mar 22-Mar
Autumn 17-Sep 22-Sep 02-Oct 27-Nov 29-Sep 23-Oct 02-Oct 30-Sep 18-Sep 04-Oct 20-Sep 11-Oct
Cuckoo Spring 19-May 05-May 28-Apr 20-Apr 26-Apr 05-May z 22-Apr 14-Apr 23-Apr 16-Apr 09-May
Autumn z z z z z z z z z z z z
Swift Spring 07-May 04-May 28-Apr 20-Apr 24-Apr 26-Apr 24-Apr 30-Apr 29-Apr 26-Apr 22-Apr 20-Apr
Autumn 02-Aug 30-Aug 18-Aug 16-Sep 18-Aug 21-Aug 21-Aug 02-Sep 04-Sep 03-Aug 24-Aug 24-Jul
sand Martin Spring 18-Apr 27-Mar 22-Mar 02-Mar 15-Mar 15-Mar 10-Mar 27-Mar 20-Mar 26-Mar 10-Mar 12-Mar
Autumn 09-Sep 23-Sep 26-Sep 12-Oct 29-Sep 30-Nov 05-Oct 15-Sep 03-Oct 03-Oct 25-Sep 17-Oct
Swallow Spring 15-Apr 08-Apr 28-Mar 19-Mar 23-Mar 21-Mar 23-Mar 01-Apr 04-Apr 26-Mar 28-Mar 04-Apr
Autumn 15-Oct 04-Nov 06-Nov 01-Dec 03-Nov 27-Nov 19-Oct 18-Nov 31-Oct 02-Nov 26-Nov 30-Oct
House Martin Spring 02-May 22-Apr 20-Apr 02-Mar 02-Apr 04-Apr 04-Apr 10-Apr 16-Apr 11-Apr 18-Apr 07-Apr
Autumn 06-Oct 23-Sep 17-Oct 26-Nov 14-Oct 27-Oct 14-Oct 15-Oct 17-Dec 21-Oct 06-Oct 07-Oct
Yellow Wagtail Spring 01-May 27-Apr 23-Apr 13-Apr 30-Mar 01-May 09-Apr 21-Apr 16-Apr 16-Apr 03-May z
Autumn 13-Sep 17-Sep 15-Sep 28-Oct 30-Sep 22-Sep 23-Sep 21-Sep 08-Oct 08-Oct 05-Sep 28-Oct
Common Redstart Spring 22-Apr 20-Apr 13-Apr 01-Apr 10-Apr 29-Mar 09-Apr 12-Apr 16-Apr 12-Apr 10-Apr 12-Apr
Autumn 14-Sep 16-Sep 26-Sep 24-Oct 02-Sep 03-Oct 04-Oct 03-Sep 19-Sep 08-Oct 03-Oct 06-Sep
Whinchat Spring 02-May 28-Apr 27-Apr 15-Apr 30-Apr 28-Apr 27-Apr 21-Apr 23-Apr 02-May 16-Apr 16-Apr
Autumn 02-Oct 10-Oct 14-Oct 07-Nov 04-Oct 24-Oct 05-Oct 12-Oct 19-Oct 02-Oct 13-Oct 13-Oct
Spring 29-Mar 22-Mar 11-Mar 05-Mar 14-Mar 15-Mar 12-Mar 12-Mar 08-Mar 08-Mar 11-Mar 11-Mar
Northern Wheatear
Autumn 28-Sep 12-Oct 14-Oct 11-Nov 14-Nov 26-Oct 01-Nov 31-Oct 19-Oct 01-Nov 29-Oct 29-Oct
Spring 30-Apr 29-Apr 20-Apr 12-Apr 14-Apr 01-May 21-Apr 24-Apr 23-Apr z 14-Apr 12-Apr
Grasshopper Warbler 2 o z z z 13-Oct 22-Aug 26-Aug 21-Sep 09-Sep 313l 20-Aug 03-Oct 03-Sep
Sedge Warbler Spring 03-May 30-Apr 18-Apr 15-Apr 03-Apr 20-Apr 10-Apr 16-Apr 13-Apr 21-Apr 10-Apr 26-Apr
Autumn 11-Sep 14-Sep 22-Sep 04-Nov 29-Sep 19-Sep 29-Sep 27-Sep 03-Oct 23-Sep 19-Sep 27-Sep
Reed Warbler Spring 05-May 23-Apr 17-Apr 08-Apr 13-Apr 16-Apr 23-Apr 17-Apr 14-Apr 17-Apr 12-Apr 12-Apr
Autumn 26-Aug 13-Sep 19-Sep 01-Oct 31-Aug 22-Sep 29-Sep 11-Oct 03-Oct 06-Sep 28-Aug 01-Oct
Lesser Whitethroat Spring 28-Apr 29-Apr 20-Apr 13-Apr 09-Apr 24-Apr 21-Apr 11-Apr 17-Apr 11-Apr 10-Apr 12-Apr
Autumn 05-Sep 12-Sep 22-Sep 18-Oct 10-Sep 13-Sep 29-Nov 13-Sep 20-Nov 23-Sep 21-Sep 13-Sep
Whitethroat Spring 28-Apr 23-Apr 15-Apr 08-Apr 06-Apr 14-Apr 16-Apr 11-Apr 15-Apr 11-Apr 10-Apr 16-Apr
Autumn 12-Sep 19-Sep 24-Sep 10-Oct 12-Nov 08-Oct 05-Oct 01-Oct 20-Sep 09-Oct 21-Sep 08-Oct
Blackcap ** Spring 25-Apr 15-Apr 01-Apr 17-Mar 29-Mar 22-Mar 06-Apr 30-Mar 06-Apr 05-Apr 19-Mar 03-Apr
Autumn 22-Sep 11-Oct 21-Oct 31-Oct 20-Oct 28-Oct 09-Oct 31-Oct 20-Oct 27-Oct 20-Oct 21-Oct
Chiffchaff Spring 02-Apr 22-Mar 13-Mar 11-Mar 14-Mar 14-Mar 11-Mar 12-Mar 01-Mar 21-Mar 18-Mar 12-Mar
Autumn 13-Sep 09-Oct 24-Oct 03-Nov 28-Oct 27-Oct 08-Oct 29-Oct 30-Oct 31-Oct 31-Oct 11-Nov
Willow Warbler Spring 22-Apr 10-Apr 31-Mar 10-Mar 26-Mar 28-Mar 09-Apr 01-Apr 04-Apr 03-Apr 26-Mar 11-Apr
Autumn 09-Sep 10-Sep 16-Sep 29-Sep 16-Sep 19-Sep 22-Sep 06-Sep 12-Sep 26-Aug 15-Sep 13-Sep
Spotted Flycatcher Spring 10-May 10-May 09-May 22-Apr 11-May 04-May 13-May 10-May 03-May 02-May 03-May 29-Apr
Autumn 13-Sep 18-Sep 21-Sep 12-Oct 04-Oct 19-Sep 06-Oct 12-Sep 18-Sep 20-Sep 25-Sep 22-Sep

*** Blackcap and Chiffchaff dates complicated by wintering birds
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SYSTEMATIC LIST (BOU Order) - 271 FULL SPECIES

Mute Swan
Bewick's Swan
Whooper Swan
Tundra Bean Goose
White-fronted Goose
Greylag Goose
Canada Goose
Barnacle Goose
Brent Goose
Egypian Goose
Ruddy Shelduck
Shelduck

Mandarin Duck
Wigeon

American Wigeon
Gadwall

Teal

Mallard

Pintail

Garganey

Shoveler
Red-crested Pochard
Pochard
Ferruginous Duck
Tufted Duck

Scaup

Eider

Long-tailed Duck
Common Scoter
Surf Scoter

Velvet Scoter

Goldeneye

Smew

Red-breasted Merganser
Goosander

Ruddy Duck
Red-legged Partridge
Grey Partridge
Quail

Pheasant
Red-throated Diver
Black-throated Diver
Great Northern Diver
Fulmar

Cory's Shearwater
Sooty Shearwater
Manx Shearwater
Balearic Shearwater
Storm Petrel

Leach's Petrel
Gannet

Cormorant

Shag

Bittern

Night Heron
Cattle Egret
Little Egret
Great White Egret
Grey Heron

Purple Heron

Glossy Ibis
Spoonbill

Little Grebe

Great Crested Grebe
Red-necked Grebe
Slavonian Grebe
Black-necked Grebe
Honey Buzzard
Black Kite

Red Kite

Marsh Harrier

Hen Harrier
Montagu's Harrier
Sparrowhawk
Buzzard

Osprey

Water Rail
Corncrake
Moorhen

Coot

Common Crane

Spotted Redshank

Greenshank

Bee-eater

Wryneck

EESSNGIIONEG SN reen woospecker

Wood Sandpiper
Redshank

Jack Snipe
Woodcock
Snipe

Pomarine Skua
Arctic Skua
Long-tailed Skua
Great Skua
Puffin

Black Guillemot
Razorbill

Little Auk
Guillemot

Little Tern

Black Tern

Sandwich Tern

Common Tern
Roseate Tern
Arctic Tern

Sabine's Gull

Kittiwake

e Bt ] e ck-headed Gui

Stone Curlew

Avocet
Qystercatcher
Golden Plover

Grey Plover
Lapwing

Little Ringed Plover
Ringed Plover
Kentish Plover
Whimbrel

Curlew
Black-tailed Godwit
Bar-tailed Godwit
Turnstone

Knot

Ruff

Curlew Sandpiper
Temminck's Stint
Sanderling

Dunlin

Purple Sandpiper
Little Stint

Grey Phalarope
Common Sandpiper

Green Sandpiper

Little Gull

Mediterranean Gull
Common Gull
Ring-billed Gull
Lesser Black-backed Gull
Herring Gull

Caspian Gull
Yellow-legged Gull
Iceland Gull

Glaucous Gull

Great Black-backed Gull
Stock Dove
Woodpigeon

Collared Dove

Turtle Dove

Cuckoo

Barn Owl

Little Owl

Tawny Owl

Long-eared Owl
Short-eared Owl
Nightjar

Swift

Hoopoe

Kingfisher

Great Spotted Woodpecker

Kestrel

Merlin

Hobby

Peregrine
Golden Oriole
Red-backed Shrike
Great Grey Shrike
Woodchat Shrike
Magpie

Jay

Jackdaw

Rook

Carrion Crow
Raven

Goldcrest
Firecrest

Blue Tit

Great Tit

Coal Tit

Willow Tit

Marsh Tit
Bearded Tit
Woodlark
Skylark
Short-toed Lark
Sand Martin

Swallow

House Martin
Red-rumped Swallow
Cetti's Warbler
Long-tailed Tit
Yellow-browed Warbler
Dusky Warbler

Wood Warbler
Chiffchaff

Willow Warbler
Blackcap

Garden Warbler
Barred Warbler
Lesser Whitethroat
Common Whitethroat
Dartford Warbler

Grasshopper Warbler
Aquatic Warbler
Sedge Warbler

Reed Warbler

Nuthatch
Treecreeper

Wren

I"BBRCRARITY DORSET RARITY DORSET SCARCITY

Starling
Rose-coloured Starling
Dipper

Ring Ouzel
Blackbird
Fieldfare

Song Thrush
Redwing

Mistle Thrush
Spotted Flycatcher
Robin
Nightingale
Bluethroat

Pied Flycatcher
Black Redstart
Redstart
Whinchat
Stonechat
Wheatear
Dunnock

House Sparrow
Tree Sparrow
Yellow Wagtail
Grey Wagtail
Pied Wagtail
Richard's Pipit
Tawny Pipit
Tree Pipit
Meadow Pipit
Rock Pipit
Water Pipit
Brambling
Chaffinch
Hawfinch
Common Rosefinch
Bullfinch
Greenfinch
Linnet

Twite

Lesser Redpoll
Common Crossbill
Goldfinch

Serin

Siskin

Snow Bunting
Lapland Bunting
Yellowhammer
Cirl Bunting
Ortolan Bunting
Reed Bunting

Corn Bunting



BUTTERFLIES AND DAY FLYING MOTHS

Butterflies noted with first seen dates

Brimstone Gonepteryx rhamni April 7t
Peacock Inachis io April 11t
Green-veined White pieris napi April 18t
Speckled Wood Pararge aegeria April 19t
Small Tortoiseshell Aglais urticae April 19t
Holly Blue Celastrina argiolus April 20t
Small White Pieris rapae April 20t
Orange Tip Anthocharis cardamines April 251
Small Copper Lycaena phlaeas May 3™
Small Heath Coenonympha pamphilus May 9t
Wall Lasiommata megera May 13t
Red Admiral Vanessa atalanta May 215t
Common Blue Polyommatus icarus May 26
Painted Lady Vanessa cardui May 31st
Meadow Brown Maniola jurtina May 315t
Dingy Skipper Erynnis tages May 315t
Large Skipper Ochlodes venata June 3"
Ringlet Aphantopus hyperantus June 10%
Marbled White Melanargia galathea June 17t
Small Skipper Thymelicus sylvestris June 26™
Comma Polygonia c-album June 27t
Gatekeeper Pyronia tithonus June 29%
Large White Pieris brassicae June 29t
Brown Argus Aricia agestis July 318t
Clouded Yellow Colias croceus Aug 23

Day flying or roosting moths (in no particular order) included:

Silver Y
Cream-spot Tiger
Brimstone
Cinnabar
Six-spot Burnet
Mother Shipton
Magpie

Jersey Tiger

Unfortunately, the public toilets at West Bexington were vandalised and closed all year.
The lights there, that previously ran all night, were the main source of our casual moth
records.

A moth trap is also regularly operated within the recording area; however the records are
reported elsewhere.



DRAGONFLIES AND DAMSELFLIES

Dragonflies and Damselflies recorded with first seen dates

Broad-bodied Chaser
Beautiful Demoiselle
Blue-tailed Damselfly
Black-tailed Skimmer
Azure Damselfly
Common Blue Damselfly
Large Red Damselfly
Emperor Dragonfly
Red-veined Darter
Red-eyed Damselfly
Golden-ringed Dragonfly
Small Red-eyed Damselfly
Southern Hawker

Common Darter
Southern Migrant Hawker
Migrant Hawker

Libellula depressa
Calopteryx virgo
Ischnura elegans
Orthetrum cancellatum
Coenagrion puella
Enallagma cyathigerum
Pyrrhosoma nymphula
Anax imperator
Sympetrum fonscolombii
Erythromma najas
Cordulegaster boltonii
Erythromma viridulum
Aeshna cyanea
Sympetrum striolatum
Aeshna affinis

Aeshna mixta

May ot
May 15t
May 23
May 23
May 23
May 26t
June 3¢
June 31
June 3¢
June 4t
June 11t
June 231
July 25t
July 25t
August 3
Oct 51

Southern Migrant Hawker (West Bexington 3'4 August 2018)

Only the second record for Dorset following three found together at Lytchett Bay Nature

Reserve on 215t July.
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REPTILES

Three species of reptile were recorded

Adder (Vipera berus) - Noted from 16™ February with 37 individual sightings.
Slow Worm (Anguis fragilis)
Grass Snake (Natrix natrix) i Just a handful of sightings

ORCHIDS

Ten species of Orchid were recorded - first seen dates

Early Purple Orchid
Green-veined Orchid
Marsh Orchid

Greater Butterfly Orchid

Greater Twayblade
Bee Orchid
Pyramidal Orchid

Common Spotted Orchid

Marsh Helleborine

Autumn Ladies Tresses

AMPHIBIANS

Marsh Frog
Great Crested Newt

MAMMALS

Brown Hare
Red Fox
Rabbit

Stoat

Brown Rat
Roe Deer
Grey Seal
Mole

Water Vole
Grey Squirrel
Badger
Harbour Porpoise

Bottle-nosed Dolphin
Common Dolphin

Orchis mascula April 20t
Orchis moriu April 251
Dactylorhiza majalis April 29t
Platanthera ehlorantha May 13%
Listera ovata May 13t
Ophrys apifera May 30%
Anacamptis pyramidalis May 315t
Dactylorhiza fuchsia June 10%
Epipactis palustris June 14t

Spiranthes Spiralis August 191

Breeding freely in both West Bexington and Cogden reed beds.

Usually found in most suitable ponds.

Breeding in small numbers at West Bexington but reducing.
A number of sighting and suggested breeding at both sites.
Very common.

One seen on 11" Mar and 1 seen on 14" Nov.

Seen occasionally, usually dead.

Breeding in small numbers.

One on 13" Aug.

Common judged by spoil heaps.

Singles on 10" Jan, 16" Jan, 10" Feb and 16™ Feb.

Noted infrequently.

At least two active sets.

3 lingering on 20" and 215t Mar, 2 on 26" Mar, 1 on 315! Mar,
1 on 28™ Dec.

5 on 24" Mar.

1 washed up dead on 13™ Feb, 6 on 20" Aug.
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Red Fox (West Bexington 11" August 2018)

Common Dolphin (West Bexington 20" August 2018)
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