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Lytchett Bay 2020

Welcome to the 29™ consecutive Lytchett Bay annual report. The data that we have gathered & published
over the period constitutes a comprehensive | og of
2014, thanks to work led by Nick Hull, we have widened the report to cover a much wider taxa, interest in

this section is growing year on year (page 47). Thanks to Hannah Gibbons & Stephen F Smith we also

continue to focus on the botanical interest with a report on the arable plants at Lytchett Fields (page 80).

We would normally start with a reference to the weather but this year something far more significant
impacted on all of our lives and our abilities to enjoy and record the wildlife at Lytchett Bay. No-one will ever
forget the unfolding events in February 2020 and the eventual announcement of a national lockdown on
20" March due to the coronavirus pandemic. For the best part of the spring this limited our travel very
significantly, and even reduced the amount of time that we could be away from our properties. When we
started to emerge in early summer few would have predicted that at the time of writing in February 2021
that we would be in filockdown3o.

Whil st ALockdoomed aurmpost diligentobsereers from being able to visit. It also meant that
those on the doorstep, who had their wider travel plans cancelled, were able to visit on a daily basis and
turn their homes into bird observatories when they could not be on site. The Lytchett Bay sky has never
been so keenly watched!

If there was a saving grace it was that the spring weatherwasg | ori ous. Summer t o0 wa:
even had some south east winds! Autumn became progressively windy, as 2019, and most of October and

early November were frustrating from a ringing perspective. There was no cold weather to speak of during

the whole year.

After the highs of 2016 & 2017 we had had a coupl e
2018 & 2019. | 6d redtf d emda eralgd hadr wex meetdat i ons hand t
year to better than the |l astéé.. 2020 somewhat debun

top of the pile.
No matter which aspect of birding one enjoys, 2020 at Lytchett Bay had something special to offer.

Waders visiting Lytchett Fields show no sign of losing interest just yet, diversity and humbers were

splendid. Autumn passage was as good as it ever has been. As mentioned, sky watching reached a new

level and oh how the observers were rewarded i Kites, Ospreys, Harriers and Hobbies aplenty. The

importance of knowing bird sounds is amplified with each passing year. Good equipment enabled more
recording and a silent spring soundscape provided t
Both reaped returns. The more we ring, the better we understand the site and the more success we have.

2020 was a record year and many great ringing recoveries resulted. A project to colour-ring Water Pipits

got off to a strong start.

In terms of the hard facts. The evasive but lingering Long-billed Dowitcher was the only new bird of the
year. This brings the Lytchett Bay bird list to 229. Whether this was the fbird of the yearois a good
conversation, though one the Dowitcher will win for most of those who saw it. For those of us who have
birded here for the best part of 30 years, Common Scoters ever might be considered an equal highlight? Or
may be the third, but first twitchable, Grey Phalarope? If you are a fan of the heron family the idea of
recording 7 species in one year was genuinely unthinkable 10 years ago.

Then there i s t hie™ AgsaticpMarbler that wentoon to dosamething even more special;
4" Goshawk, which kindly posed for a photo; 4™ & 5™ Glossy Ibis that were less co-operative; 4" Great
Northern Diver; 6™ Arctic Tern; 7" & 8" Honey-buzzard, 9" Yellow-browed Warbler and Siberian Chiffchaff;
10" Sanderling; 12" Ring-billed Gull or even only our 2" Ring-necked Parakeet! And that is without
mentioning the very significant i whmit g ht h a v (see bystamati fist for details)

The following species occurred in either greater numbers or greater frequency than ever before. Collared
Dove, Great Crested Grebe, Little Ringed Plover, Mediterranean Gull, Sandwich Tern, Cattle Egret, Grey
Heron, Osprey, Red Kite, Hobby, Peregrine, Raven, Lesser Redpoll and Crossbill.
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Lvtchett Bay i people and wildlife

As with everything else in life, the pandemic impacted severely on our plans and activities. Several partners
had staff furloughed for long periods. Formal surveys were cancelled for a time. Social distancing made
work parties, guided walks and ringing demonstrations impossible, or at best, very difficult.

fiStaying localohad the upside of many local people finding Lytchett Bay for the first time as they undertook
their daily exercise. All parts of the site increased in popularity and interest in local nature grew as it did
across the country. Using social media we were able to share news of sightings and discoveries. Both
platforms grew their membership - Twitter (@LytchettP) 492 followers, Facebook (Friends of Lytchett Bay)
250 friends.

With the new visitors also came an increase in recreational disturbance pressure on some areas.
Saltmarsh access increased due to the dry weather, a development that needs to discouraged, particularly
where it involves dogs in these sensitive habitats. We would take this opportunity to remind readers that
dogs need to be on a short lead all year round at our Dorset Wildlife Trust reserves; that no dogs are
allowed at RSPB Lytchett Fields and there is no access to the rear of the water works at Slough Lane.
Excellent off lead dog walking facilities exist at Frenches Farm SANG and Turlin Moor recreation ground.
We would be grateful if all visitors could help us protect nature whilst enjoying the area by following these
requirements. Partners are working together to support, inform and educate people about the sensitivity of
Poole Harbour and to find solutions and new ways for us all to enjoy this amazing place whilst respecting
nature. For more information please see Heathland | Urban Heaths Partnership | Dorset
(dorsetheaths.org.uk) In late 2020 their work extended to cover coastal habitats around the Harbour
including Lytchett Bay.

The pandemic did not prevent all progress and some projects are moving forward. The biggest is the
commencement of consultation on a cycle path which aims to link Upton with Sandford & Wareham via
RSPB Lytchett Fields. Work on this continues and if approved it is hoped that it will be completed in 2022.


https://www.dorsetheaths.org.uk/
https://www.dorsetheaths.org.uk/

The drainage ditch at Lytchett Bay View lovingly
known as the ATurlin S
BCP Council. This was a flood management
action to prevent flooding of Blandford Road

and nearby property. This was soon attracting
Kingfishers, Grey Wagtails and Snipe. In the
spring it will soon re-vegetate and provide
diverse habitats for wildlife.

Only two volunteer work parties were held during the year. One was the traditional reed cutting at Turlin
Moor (BCP) and the second was to manage the hedge near Olde Quoins to maintain the broad vista over
the ever-improving arable field. Thanks to all who participated.

Ni ¢ k Hu lbdloy givesreacpmplete overview of the recording area. Whilst we have named as many
sites as we can, please remember that some areas remain private and we would be grateful if visitors stick
to the extensive network of public and permissive pathways that are available. There is a wide selection of
viewpoints that provide visibility of the area.

The Guide to Birding Lytchett Bay remains the fAgo
first time.

https://www.birdsofpooleharbour.co.uk/pdf/quide birding lytchett bay 2.pdf

= ve— T

The Approach Field and main ditch, RSPB Lytchett Fields © Mark Wright


https://www.birdsofpooleharbour.co.uk/pdf/guide_birding_lytchett_bay_2.pdf
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Bird Ringing 2020

2237 birds of 58 species were ringed at Lytchett Bay. All-time records in both regards. Efforts were spread

around 3 ringing sites. Lytchett Fields (21 dates), Sandy Close Pond (21 dates) and at Lytchett Heath and

reed bed (46 dates). A total of 88 dates, almost double that of recent years. Though it needs to be noted

that ¢30 of these were Al ow ef f or tMorethanslO0tbisds wecec usi ng
ringed on 3 dates.

Our early autumn ringing continued to focus on Aquatic Warbler. We actually caught one! For all of the
exciting details as to what happened next you will have to read the systematic list! Colour ringing Water
Pipits was a new project, part of a national study. This got off to a good start despite the limitations of the
both the pandemic and unhelpful weather and we look forward to developing it in future years. Ringing
Bearded Tits continues to prove valuable. We also tried to support our Ringing Groups interest in
Woodcock but the number of birds on site mean that our contribution is limited.

A selection of recoveries notified to us in 2020 are shown on the map below.
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Appendix 2 at the end of the systematic list summarises species ringing totals. Details of recoveries and
controls are detailed in species accounts. 29,526 birds of 87 species have been ringed since 1983.

Sparrowhawk Aquatic Warbler
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Systematic List 2020

5509 specific records were collated during the year via the @BirdTrack and @Team_eBird databases
covering 163 species.l n addi ti on, many more records of common
l i st so t o bBachhofthkabirasiies at yschett Bay have beensetupase-Bi r d fiHot spot
users of e-Bird are encouraged to log their sightings against these. If anyone would like advice on the use
ofeeBird then SR is very happy to try and support. Bi
squares, again records logged against the actual square are most helpful.

BTO Wetland Bird Surveys (WeBS) are conducted monthly from September to March. RSPB Lytchett
Fields is surveyed completely bi-weekly on the high tide. This data is incorporated within the species
accounts.

BirdTrack functionality has been used to generate graphs showing the weekly maxima throughout the year

for some regularly occurring species. The interpretation of these requires some cautionasnotallii gr ap h e d
species are counted every week; this can lead to gaps in the data. Where necessary this is clarified in the

text.

Bird records were received from the recording area on all but 7 days as set out below.

JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC
29 25 31 30 30 29 31 31 30 31 30 31

The systematic list order has changed again. We are now following the latest 10C list as followed by the
Dorset Bird Club.

Species names are followed by 2 or 3 numbers. The first is the record known count recorded at the Bay.
This now includes historical counts by observers going back to 1975. The middle figure is the maximum
day count in the period since 1992 (if less than the first). The final figure is the number of years in which the
species has been recorded since 1992 (max 29), the year in which the current spell of comprehensive
coverage began.

The symbol which follows each species nhame shows the direction of travel of the species status at Lytchett
Bay over the last 5 years. We think these are quite intuitive; strongly increasing, increasing, stable,
declining and strongly declining. Hopefully this feature will enable others to compare the data from this site
with experiences at their own site and engender some debate and understanding.



Red-legged Partridge: (4 - 6)
Scarce visitor emanating from local releases. 1 was around the arable field between 17" Mar and 15 Apr.

Pheasant: n
Common resident.

Dark-bellied Brent Goose: (14471 21) k

Uncommon winter visitor. Another good year, the change in status that occurred in 2011 shows no sign of
reversing. Present until 29" Mar and from 16" Oct after which birds were present almost daily until the year
end. Max 77 on 11" Dec.

100

80

60

Peak count

40

20

-
45 —

53 m——

13 ==
43

n ~ o M W~ D
- = - O oM M M

47
49
51

- ™M 0 I~ — =
oY Weék nd. @ v
Canada Goose: (60271 29) k

Increasingly frequent visitor. 1 pair bred raising 4 young. In autumn large numbers passed over the site as
they commuted between feeding and roosting sites on a NW-SE axis.

Monthly max:
JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC
2 9 23 13 42 58 28 55 nec. 82 nc. nc

Barnacle Goose: (427 10)
Scare migrant, occasional records refer to feral residents. One at Lytchett Fields on 27" Sep was presumed
to be a resident bird that has been seen around Poole Harbour on various dates during the year.

Greylag Goose: (327 21)n
Uncommon feral wanderer. Recorded in 8 months on at least 18 dates. Max 40 flew south on 17" Nov, a
record count for the Bay (previously 32 on 17" Dec 2014.

U058 was ringed at Poole Park on 29" Jun 2019 and was at Lytchett Fields on 3™ May 2020.

Mute Swan: (587 29) n
Uncommon resident, increases in winter. Bred between 2002-2007 and in 2015. Rather few, especially in
the early part of the year.

Monthly max:
JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC
4 6 6 6 0 6 2 3 6 23 20 21



Egyptian Goose: (871 7) k
Scarce feral visitor, records continue to increase year on year. The first record was in 2011. Recorded on 9
dates. 2 on 15" Apr, 1 on 21t May, 3 on 215t Jul followed by 15 bird-days in Nov. Max 6 on 26%.

Shelduck: (6457 54871 29) m
Occasional breeder and winter visitor. Two family parties with well grown young were seen on 6" Aug, it is
not sure how far they had travelled. Max 84 on 31 Dec, but overall a very poor year.

Monthly max:
JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC
28 23 39 36 50 42 31 10 6 28 25 84

Shoveler: (2871 28) n
Scarce visitor, which can occur at any time. 19 bird-days on 6 dates. Records in both winter periods. Max 6
on 7™ Oct.

Gadwall: (7371 24) k

Increasingly frequent visitor. Bred in 2016. Most birds in late spring and early summer are presumed to be
non-breeding individuals. 4 recently fledged juveniles on the 6™ June proved breeding for only the second
time at Lytchett Fields.

Monthly max:
JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC
15 2 4 8 9 31 3 6 0 2 10 11

Wigeon: (73271 29) n
Common winter visitor. Absent from 2" Apr until 315 Aug. Max 455 on 19" Nov.

Bay monthly max:
JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC
210 296 270 31 0 0 0 2 40 393 455 350

Mallard: (1237 29) n
Breeds at several sites around the recording area. Very regular on Sandy Close Pond. Relatively scarce in
winter.

Monthly max:
JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC
3 13 n.c. 12 39 48 45 52 12 n.c. n.c n.c.

Northern Pintail: (21 - 21) n
Scare visitor. A typical year with 26 bird-days on 13 dates until 8" Apr and from 2" Sep. Max 4 on 23™ Oct.

Teal: (134571 29) k

Winter visitor and passage migrant. Nocturnal recording in May confirmed that birds were still present. On
the 17" Jul 3 recently fledged juveniles were seen with an adult performing distraction behaviors. This is
the first confirmed breeding at Lytchett Bay. Overall numbers were unremarkable, poor in spring. Max 568
on 27" Sep.

Monthly max:
JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC
174 70 86 52 p 27 30 142 568 540 256 300

Pochard: (247 15) n
Scarce visitor. A good year with 3 records, the second in a row. 6 on 8" Mar, 1 on 12" Oct, 1 on 27" Dec.



Common Scoter:

297 4" records. This species is very rare away from the sea in Dorset. In northern England cross country

mi gration means that ités an uncommon but regular m
1 record at Lytchett Bay, a single bird on 5" Apr 1983. A perfect date for a migrant crossing the country.

Late March 2020 saw the UK6s birders adapting to I o
patches and their gardens. It was also a time of silence. With so many people confined to home, traffic of

all sorts was massively reduced. There was no airplane noise and road noise was minimal. The perfect

time for the growing pastime noc-mig recording to boom.

On the night of 15 Apr a huge movement occurred in northern England and this continued during
subsequent evenings. The event was well described in this article.

Massive Common Scoter movement takes pldgiedGuides

Meanwhile back at Lytchett Bay our listening station was in operation and we were delighted when the first
migrant flock was recorded at 23:42 on 1% Apr (NHu)

The following evening, 2", there was another flock at 22:05 (NHu) and this time the recording was even
better ¢ééeé

https://soundcloud.com/two-owls/common-scoter-2nd-april-2020-copy

Now the challenge was to actually hear some live. Drinks and warm clothes prepared, live listening
commenced at 22:30 on 3 Apr. Recorded nothing except Hedgehog and my resident Moorhens up to
23:30. Then a Redshank and Curlew in quick succession i both in the Bay, not migrating. Followed by
hooting Tawny, a patch year tick for me. After another Redshank, there to the south of me Common Scoter
T 4 calls in quick succession moving east at about 23:54 (SR).

Goosander: (37 9)
Rare visitor. A redhead was in the Bay on 22" Nov.

Red-breasted Merganser: (737 29) n

Winter visitor. Recorded on at least 69 dates but in all likelihood present until 6" Apr. Rather scarce in the
second winter period with only 1 date in Nov and 14 in Dec. That said, numbers were strong at the year
end.

Monthly max:
JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC
11 20 17 4 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 13

Nightjar: (37 20) n

Irregular breeder. Noted on at least 22 dates in total between 8" May and 17" Jul. A rather poor year with
only a small number of records at the regular breeding site, where successful breeding probably did not
occur. In addition, birds were recorded at night at both Lytchett Way and Lytchett Fields.

Swift: (1137 29) n

Passage migrant and occasional local breeder. A better year than many recent ones but that really is not
saying too much. Further, the improvement could be due to more intense observation during the spring
lockdown. Recorded between 215t Apr and 6" Aug. Max counts were 33 on 10" May, 22 on 4" Jun and 40
on 10" Jul.

Cuckoo: (27 27)n

Scarce visitor in spring. Like 2019, another good year compared to recent experience. Recorded on 19
dates between 23™ Apr and 26" May. 2 present on 3 dates at Lytchett Fields.

10


https://www.birdguides.com/news/massive-common-scoter-movement-takes-place/
https://soundcloud.com/two-owls/common-scoter-2nd-april-2020-copy

Stock Dove: (7271 29) k
Uncommon Resident, increasing. At least 2 pairs bred in the vicinity of Lytchett Fields. The ploughed arable
field attracted up to 22 during Apr. The sacrificial crop held 18 in Dec.

Woodpigeon: (17,7851 29) n
Common resident and autumn migrant. Substantial migrant flocks were recorded on 2 dates. 2628w on 4"
Nov; 2155nw on 5" Nov. 1 ringed.

Collared Dove: (1871 29) n
Uncommon resident. Recorded across the site. Max 18 at Lytchett Bay View on 14" Oct is a record count
at a single site. 1 ringed.

Water Rail: (67 pairsi 29) n
Common resident and winter visitor. completplweaedng suweyd
found 67 prs. Breedi ng andsngingnated at Lyechett \E@dy an ¥1ér.sl rir@gedp s e

Moorhen: (187 29) k

Common resident. Breeds widely across the area, much more so than in the past. A pair bred at Sandy
Close Pond for the second year in a row. 6 young hatched but only two fledged, local cats suspected of
being responsible. Max full grown birds at any one site was 11 at Lytchett Fields on 19" Jul.

Coot: (6271 18)

Very scarce visitor, though night recording is proving that they are frequent overhead nocturnal migrants!
Al | records refer to unseen nocturnal mi grant 6s
Lytchett Way or The Birds of Poole Harbour station at various sites. Recorded on at least 25 dates in
spring between 3 Mar and 10" May and on 5 dates in autumn between 14" Aug and 26" Oct.

There were no field sightings for the 4" year in a row. The last sighting was on 9" - 12" May 2016.
2019: This species was accidently omitted from the systematic list last year.
One was sound recorded on 23™ Jan at Lytchett Heath

Little Grebe: (12-29)n

Winter visitor. An interesting and unusual year. After up to 4 in Jan there were no further records until a
series of nocturnal sound recorded birds in the first 18 days of May, the first time the species has been
recorded in this month. Whether these were migrants or local breeding birds is unknown. 1 was in the Bay
on 2" Jun lending weight to the possibility of local breeding. The first typical returning birds were on 28"
Jul. The year-end max was 7 on 23 Nov.

Great Crested Grebe; (4 - 26) k

Increasingly frequent visitor. Recorded on at least 85 dates, almost double any previous year. The only
period without any records was between 28" Jun and 315t Aug. Max 7 on 9" Nov, is a record the Bay,
previously 4 on several dates.

Oystercatcher: (4007 29) n

A common winter visitor and passage migrant. Turlin Fields and Turlin Shore at high tide remain the
favored locations, with fewer birds remaining in the bay to feed at low tide than. Increasingly birds are seen
on Lytchett Fields, particularly in late spring and summer.

The species attempted to breed for the first time at Lytchett Fields. A pair laid two clutches, one toward the
end of May on the island on Frenches Pool and another discoveredon 12"Jun i n fAThe Whi
Sadly both were predated and the attempt failed.

The maximum count was on 15" Jan at Turlin Fields.
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Monthly max:
JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC
260 n.c. 28 20 9 4 3 28 42 101 108 230

Pied Avocet: (3271 28) k

Increasingly regular winter visitor and passage migrant. Year on year occurrence seems less reliant on cold
weather. Present daily until 15t Mar and from 5" Oct. Migrants were recorded in late Mar, Apr, Aug and via
noc-mig recordings in May and Jul. The max count was on 21% Dec. There were occasional records from
Lytchett Fields (max 59 on 7" Dec) and birds roosted on Turlin Point frequently during both winter periods
(max 100 on 18" Dec).

Monthly max:

JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC
103 53 6 2 1* 0O 1* 6 0 16 65 129
WB+WG (EY98316) was present on 11" Dec 2020.

It had been ringed 5yr 6mnth 9days ago on 2" Jun 2015 as a pullus at Seal Sands, Stockton on Tees,
Cleveland.

RB+GY (EY04573) was present on 19" Dec 2020.

It had been ringed as a pullus at Seal Sands, Cleveland on 12" Jun 2012 and had previously visited us on
23" Nov 2014. It was seen in Essex in 2013 and Cornwall in 2017.

RB+YB (EY04836) was present on 11™ Jan 2018 (not previously reported).

It had been ringed as a pullus at Greenabella Marsh,
Hartlepool, Cleveland on 24th Jun 2014. It has
subsequently been seen in Yorkshire and Essex

© lan Ballam
GB+BY (EY78234) was present on 19" Dec 2020 by which time it had lost its blue ring!

It had been ringed as a pullus at Beaulieu River,
Hampshire on 25th Jun 2014. A movement of 44km.
It been seen previously at Lytchett Bay on 8th Feb
2015 and 2" Jan 20109.

It returned to breed at Normandy Marsh, Hants,
raising four chicks in Jul 2019, during which time it
was also sexed as a male. It returned in 2020 when
it was noted that the blue ring was missing.

© Shaun Robson

Lapwing: (300071 29) n
Formerly bred, nowanon-br eeding visitor in smaller numbers.
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confirmed breeding 1999. 1 or 2 birds were present during Apr and May and whilst display was observed
there was no evidence of a breeding attempt. Birds were recorded in every month of the year except Mar.
The max count of 443 was on 12" Dec.
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Grey Plover: (1871 23)

Scarce visitor. A very poor spring with only 1 record, a noc-mig bird on 7" May. Autumn was good with 25
bird-days between 4" Aug i 27" Oct. Max 8 on 20™ Oct.

Ringed Plover; (507 25) h
Passage migrant, previously scarce. 314 bird-days over 65 dates.

Spring migration 16™ Apr i 2" Jun. Max 29 on 28" Apr (contra graph!) Autumn migration 25" Jul i 26™
Oct. Max 30 on 16™ Aug. The majority of records in both seasons coming from Lytchett Fields.
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m/R+YfI(MNL) i A pullus ringed on 25" Aug
2017 at, Jomfruland, Kragero, Telemark,
NORWAY was seen and the colour ring read in
the field 2 yrs 11mnths 21days later on 15" Aug
2020 at Lytchett Fields. A S movement of
1169km.

Our first recovery for this species.

Remarkably m/R+Yfl(MML) ringed as a pullus on 2" Aug
2017 at the same site in Norway has recently been seen in
Christchurch Harbour, Dorset.

© lan Ballam

Little Ringed Plover: (157 18)

Increasingly frequent summer visitor. One of many highlights this year was a breeding pair at Lytchett
Fields followed by a record day count in July. The number of bird-days was consequently the best ever i
214, max 15 on 9" Jul. All records came from Lytchett Fields.

A pair were confirmed as present in mid-May and were soon seen copulating. On 27" Jun two freshly
fledged juveniles were with them. After 20190s
bred within the recording area.

PR T pt

Mal an feal © Rlcard Sephenson
The first record was on 17" Mar and the last was on the 6" Aug.

Whimbrel: (15771 29) n

Passage migrant, most numerous in Spring. A good spring. The first on 13" Apr was followed by 272 bird-
days up until 25" May, max 56 on 3rd May. Autumn passage occurred between 13" Jul and 2" Sep
involving 40 bird-days, max 5 on 25" Jul.

Curlew: (1167 29)n

Common winter visitor and passage migrant. Max 64 on 19" Jan. Frequently seen on The Pool and in the
stubble field during high tide in winter. Max 15 on 9™ Jan.

14




Monthly max:
JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC
64 57 48 6 5 21 18 13 26 30 47 27

M//R+R//WR was present until 20" Feb 2020 and from 14™ Jul 2020 until the year end.

It was ringed at Strodgemoor, Burley Street, New
Forest, Hampshire on 25th May 2018 as an Ad F.
The bird was fitted with a GPS tag, unfortunately
this fell off 1 month after fitting. It was seen in the
Avon Valley, Hants in March 2019, presumably on
its way back to its breeding site. It had been first
seen at the Bay from 16th Sep 2018 remained into
2019. It returned in autumn 2019.

Thanks to Pete Potts for this information.

© lan Ballam

Bar-tailed Godwit: (1107 25) n

Scarce visitor. An ordinary year, 27 bird-days on 17 dates. Unusually 3 winter records i singles on 17" &
19" Jan and 19" Dec. Spring passage between 28" Apr and 10" Jun. Max 5 on 1% date. In autumn
between 157 11" Sep. Max 4 on 1% date.

Black-tailed Godwit: (124071 29) n

Common passage migrant and winter visitor. Rather scarce until mid-Mar. Birds began to gather and feed
at high tide on Lytchett Fields regularly from early Apr onwards, peaking at 390 on 21% Aug. By late autumn
birds had reverted to roosting in Holes Bay and much smaller numbers visited Lytchett Fields. The first juv
was seen on 11" Aug.
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Over the last 20 years colour ringed birds have proved that birds visiting Lytchett Bay breed in Iceland
(L.Lislandica). Birds seen at Lytchett Bay also visit western France, Portugal, Ireland, Scotland, The
Netherlands, Belgium, Germany, E England as well as many locations along the south coast.

A relatively poor year for Colour ringed sightings but birds were recorded as follows.

NW+OfL was present on 13" Apr 2020.

It had been ringed on 29" Jul 2014 at Moeze,
Charente Maritime, FRANCE as an Ad male. In Jul
i Aug 2018 it was seen in Falkirk, Scotland,
presumably on its return from ICELAND. It had
previously been seen at the Bay in Feb, Mar, Aug
and Dec 2015, Jul & Aug 2016, Jan, Aug, Sep
2017 & Apr, Oct, Dec 2018 and Jan, Oct & Dec
20109.

e :.‘p ,

© lan Ballam

BOL+RNR was present on 10" Aug and 11" Dec 2020.

It was ringed at Harty, Swale, Kent on 28" Aug 2019
as an Ad F. It was still in Kent on 16" Oct 2019. It
had previously visited Lytchett Bay on 23 Oct
2019.

It was ringed at Snettisham, Norfolk on 2" Sep 2019
as a1%calyr.

It remained around the Wash until Mar 2020.
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WNfl+GW was present on 11" Aug 2020

It was ringed at Welwick, Humberside on 10" Dec
2018 as a 1% cal yr

It has also been seen in Essex in Mar 2019, Devon
winter 2019 and Kent in Jul 2020

© lan Ballam

Left leg always given first, all rings above the tibia (unless preceded by the mark //). Recently some birds
have been marked with leg flags rather than rings. Colours are:

O = Orange L = Lime (this can look very washed out in the field, approaching white)
R =Red G = Green

W = White B = Blue

Y = Yellow N = Niger

Many thanks to Pete Potts and the Farlington Ringing Group, Bédvar and the Iceland Wader Group and
Jenny Gill, Vincent Lelong, lan Nicholson for supplying this information.

Turnstone: (97 10)
12" record, just about annual in recent years. Surprisingly rare given that they are a common winter visitor
wi t hi n 100 6 ¢he recbrdingarearbeusdary. f

The recent run of annual records continues. 3 were at Lytchett Fields on 315 Aug.

Red Knot: (347 20)
Scarce visitor. 1 in spring on 13" Apr. 64 bird-days in autumn between 22" Aug and 11" Sep. Max 6 on 6.
Mostly at Lytchett Fields.

Ruff: (117 25)
Scarce visitor. 1 on 3@ May was the only spring record. 41 bird-days in autumn (exactly same as 2019)
from 14" Aug to 2" Oct. Max 4 on 15" Sep. All records at Lytchett Fields except 1 at Holton Pools.

Curlew Sandpiper: (97 14) k

Scarce autumn migrant. Since the creation of Lytchett Fields we have come to expect a decent passage of
this species in autumn and this year delivered once again. 52 bird-days between 2" Sep and 28™ Oct,
recorded on 28 dates. Max 4 on first date.

Sanderling: (77 6) k
10" record. The run continues, the 6™ year in a row that we have recorded this species. 2 summer
plumaged birds arrived in the Bay on the rising tide on a damp and drizzly 22" May (SR).

Dunlin: (180071 12007 29) n

Regular winter visitor and passage migrant. After a quiet start to the year there was a good spring migration
peaking at 68 on 28" Apr. Migration continued with noc-mig picking up up-to 4 flocks per night in early May.
Small numbers continued on and off into June.
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The first returning bird was on 6" July after which autumn migration was excellent. Max 468 on 29" Sep.
The year ended with an impressive 607 on 7" Dec. The huge majority of birds were seen at Lytchett Fields.
1 ringed.

800

600

400

Peak count

200

- il I
- M u M~

™ w0

N C\'Weé'i

19 =
31m
33=
35
7=
39

41

43

45
47—
49 w—
51 m
53 =

| .
D = MO WO M~
- ™ -

29 =

Little Stint: (77 14) k

Scarce autumn migrant. The quiet years continue, Lytchett was no different to anywhere else. Migrants
were thin on the ground. 2 records, both from Lytchett Fields. One was present for a short time on the
morning of 315 Aug and the other briefly on the afternoon of 5" Sep.

Long-billed Dowitcher:
First record. With perfect timing a juv arrived at Lytchett Fields on 29" Sep (IB et al) when your report editor
was in Cambridge celebrating his wifebds birthday.

Never easy to see it played hide and seek
with those who tried to catch up with it.
Having been seen daily up to and
including the 2" Oct it duly went walk
about over a very wet weekend upon the
Editors return. Thankfully just when it felt
that hope of a return was gone there it
was! Sitting on an island on Sherford Pool
on the 5th. Its last appearance was the 7"
when it shared the site with a Grey
Phalarope! The 34" and 35" species of
wader to be recorded at the fields since
2012 and the 12th record for Dorset. See
l anbds finders 4accoul

The first view © lan Ballam

Woodcock: (57 19) n

Scarce but under recorded winter visitor. The number of records of this species is largely a reflection of the
effort made to see them. Nick Hopper studied Woodcock during early 2014 on behalf of The Birds of Poole
Harbour. Following transects at Lytchett Bay the estimated winter population was predicted to be 8 birds
(No more than 5 have ever been seen on one visit).
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1 on 19" Jan, 2 on 25" Oct, 2 on 13" Nov, 1 on 15" Nov and 3 on 7" Dec were the only records submitted.
1 ringed.

Jack Snipe: (5-21)n

Scarce but under recorded winter visitor. Like Woodcock, records are to a degree a reflection of birder /
ringer effort as much as presence. Nonetheless 2020 was very-good, probably the best for some years. 1
ringed.

2 on 19" Jan, then singles on 2 dates in Oct, 2 in Nov and 3 in Dec. All from Lytchett Fields except one at
Lytchett Way.

Snipe: (1607 1327 29)m

Winter visitor and passage migrant. Recorded until 9" Apr, returning on the 27" Jul. A better year than
2019 but still poor in terms of numbers. A day-time roost was discovered at Lytchett Bay View in both
winter periods. Max 19 on 2 dates. 1 ringed.
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Grey Phalarope: (17 2)

Third record. IB and SR were still basking in the pleasure of the Dowitcher. Birding the Turlin Shore on the
morning of 7" Oct, chasing down an interesting sandpiper which given the date may have been another
Ameri can vagr ant . justalate Goenmanisahdpiper. Meaashite@ver, on Lytchett Fields a
visiting birder had f aanopeksinde h999 (Bédegd)s f i r st Gr ey Ph

Not realising the local gravity of the find we
heard nothing of it until IB arrived at the
viewpoints late in the morning. After a brief
panic the bird was confirmed as still being
present. It lingered until 13th Oct and even
though it could disappear into inaccessible
parts of the site for long periods it usually
reappeared with patient observation. A long-
awaited addition to every current patch list.
The previous records were on 15th Dec 1978
and 7th Dec 1999.

© Shaun Robson
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This year we were fortunate to receive some cracking flight shots of waders, our favourite group of Lytchett Bay birds. Common Sandpiper (top left) and Black-tailed Godwit (bottom left) © Mark Wright.
Redshank beautifully captured across calm waters (centre) ©Simon Wilson. Grey Phalarope (top right) ©Mark Wright and August Avocets (bottom right) ©Quarkish
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Common Sandpiper: (147 29)n

Uncommon passage migrant. 6 bird-days in spring between 20" Apr & 9" May. Autumn passage was
between on 24" Jun to 7™ Oct. Max 14 on 13" Aug, equaled the record day count.
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In total there were 163 bird-days in autumn, about 80% of the totals in each of the last 3 years. 1 ringed.

Green Sandpiper: (3071 29) k
Common non-breeding visitor. Lytchett Fields and western most part of the Bay is the favored area.

Present until 18" Apr and from 315 May (the earliest ever return rate, presumably a non-breeder). After
which birds were seen on most visits until the year end. Max 27 on 13" Aug.
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Redshank: (6081 4361 29) m

Common winter visitor with remanent breeding population on salt marsh. There were no confirmed
breeding records this year, spring records were few. Many of the saltmarshes at Lytchett Bay are now
either heavily grazed by Sika, frequently disturbed by dog walkers or patrolled by foxes.
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Monthly max:
JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC
148 112 127 32 3 23 104 65 131 117 113 122

Overall numbers were lower than previous years and it seems like the long-term decline is continuing. Max
148 on 19" Jan. The peak number this year was less than 25% of that recorded in 1986.

Redshank
Peak annual count 1993020
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Wood Sandpiper: (57 17)
Scarce migrant. Another excellent autumn with 25 bird-days at Lytchett Fields between 13" Aug and 8%
Oct. Max 2 on 3 dates in Aug.

Spotted Redshank: (6871 427 29) n

Rare passage migrant and scarce winter visitor. Recorded on 150 dates. Like recent years, this is largely
thanks to long staying birds. At least one was present from 2018 until 23 Apr with two present on at least 5
dates. 3 in full breeding plumage arrived on 20" June. 1 or 2 were then recorded almost daily until the end
of Oct. Juveniles were seen in mid-late Aug suggesting that over the period there was some turnover of
individuals. Max 2 on several dates. Rather scarce in Nov and Dec when our resident bird went wandering
making only the occasional return visits.

Lytchett Fields accounted for most records, though this fine noc-mig recording was made by Nick Hull at his
listening station on 21% Apr at 21:11hrs

https://soundcloud.com/two-owls/spotted-redshank-1

Greenshank: (497 27171 29)n
Common non-breeding visitor. There were no records between 215 May and 3™ Jul but present almost
daily outside that period. Max 18 on 18" Aug. Lytchett Fields was far and away the most used habitat.
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https://soundcloud.com/two-owls/spotted-redshank-1
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RN+GB (previously incorrectly annotated as GB+RN, left leg should be stated first) - was present from the
beginning of the year until at least 8" Apr. It returned for its 6™ season on 9" Aug and was still present into
2021. Unfortunately we have been unable to get any further updates on this bird from the ringer so we do
not know if it has been seen anywhere else.
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It had been ringed on 29™
Sep 2015 as a juv at
Seabrook, Montrose Basin,
Scotland. It was seen at
Steart, Somerset in Dec
2015. It had previously
visited the Bay on at least
4™ 12" Apr 2016.
Returning for the non-
breeding seasons of 2016-
17,2017-18, 2018-19,
2019-20.

© lan Ballam

Black-headed Gull: (120007 100007 29) n
A very common visitor. A rather poor year for pre-roosting numbers. Max 2000 on 20" Mar.

K19A (Yellow ring/black characters) was at Lytchett Fields on 18" May 2019. It has now been traced. It
was ringed as 1yr old on 18" Jun 2018 at Lake Babite, Riga, LATVIA.

T58 (White ring) was present on 24" Sep, 5" Oct and 22" Dec 2020. It had been ringed on 19" Mar
2011 at Svanemgllebugten, Kgbenhavn, DENMARK. A movement of 1120km.

It had previously been seen at the Bay 30™ Sep 2017 and 25™ Dec 2018.
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The diversity of Lytchett Bay is demonstrated year after year. But let& be honest, most of us love it foritswaders!. Ther e ar endt many mor e b e adalledGadwitfreshhan fr
arrived from Iceland. © Shaun RobsonOrmay-b e it 6s t he t dckréspohdingtb a passisgyaptorl In thiggcaske Dunlin with a Common Buzzard. © lan Ballam Lytchett Fields hold the
biggest numbers of Green Sandpiper anywhere in Dorset © lan Ballam Curlew Sandpipers once a real rarity are now an expected autumn migrant. Like this one, mostly juveniles. © lan Ballam

It was a good year for Wood Sandpiper and one particularly showy individual lingered near the viewpoints. © Mark Wright The last picture from Holton Pools perfectly compares Common and
Spotted Redshanks in autumn. © Richard Stephenson
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Mediterranean Gull: (14071 28) n

Spring and early summer visitor, occasional at other times. Assessing actual numbers in spring is very
difficult due to the number of calling birds passing overhead, however the max of 140 passing through Bay
in evening of 215 Apr feels like a record. Juveniles were seen in July.

Monthly max:
JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC
1 17 26 140 48 18 4 0 0 2 4 9

Common Gull: (30007 29) n
A common winter visitor and passage migrant, especially in spring. 1000+ on 15" Dec was the biggest
count of the year. Not recorded between 5" May and 20" Jul.

Ring-billed Gull: (27 10)

12" record. First since 2017 and the firstinmid-wi nt er . Christmas may have
one small upside. This bird would probably not have been discovered it had not been. An Ad was found in
the pre-roost on Boxing Day and was seen again on 27" (SR, PVH). Its arrival coincided with arrival of
large numbers of Common Gulls and just ahead of a winter storm. Intriguingly what appeared to be the
same bird was photographed at Martin in Hampshire on 3™ Jan 2021 and was considered by that finder to
be a bird which visited Ibsley Water during the winter of 2018-19!

Great Black-backed Gull: (15171 29) n
Dalily visitor throughout the year in small numbers. The max count for the site of 151 was way back in 2003.
This species still occursdailyand t hi s year 6%Apmasthedifjhes? fér many yearst

Herring Gull: (25007 29) n

Common winter visitor and passage migrant. Numbers

tip attracted large numbers of gulls to the wider area. Max 250 on 2" Nov.
Scandinavian Herring Gull L.a.argentatus

An intriguing 3@ W gull arrived in early Dec and remained into 2021. At first thoughts leant toward Yellow-
legged Gull but no matter how hard we tried to persuade ourselves that this was what it was the features
never really fitted. Whilst the upperpart colour was right for L.michahellis the extent of head streaking never
was. In the end we got some photos and sought some external advice. At the time of writing we consider
that the bird is a Herring Gull of the race argentatus.

3 very interesting gulls, all of which caused identification headaches during their visit. The first
early summer and was widely accepted to be a 3" Cal yr Yellow-legged Gull © Shaun Robson. The second, seen only on 15t
September, felt like a potential Caspian Gull but no observation or photos of the open wing were obtained and at this age that
means that a confirmed identification was impossible © lan Ballam. The final bird provided weeks of debate following its arrival in
early December. Initially considered to be Yellow-legged, we always had real doubts. After photos were obtained and further
enquiries made, current thinking supports 3 Cal yr Scandinavian Herring Gull © Richard Stephenson.

i pain OO

L

lingered trough the late spring and

Yellow leqged Gull: (657 28),

Increasingly uncommon visitor. Thehay-d ays of the | ate 906s is | ong
2 on any one date it was an intriguing year. A 3 Cal yr bird appeared at Lytchett Fields on 22" May and

remained until at least 4™ Aug. It was an interesting looking bird that at times hinted at some Caspian Gull
genes but the overwhelming consensus was that it was this species. During Aug adults and at least 1 juv
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was seen but never more than 2 birds on any one day. Records continued through the autumn.

We still await our first Caspian Gull, though lan Ballam may have come close with the briefly seen (sub)
adult seen on 1% Sept (see photo above).

Lesser Black backed Gull: (21281 29) n
Common passage migrant and uncommon winter visitor. Rarely counted, though numbers much lower now
than they were in the 9006s/early 000s.

L.f.intermedius

A very distinctive adult of this race, which breeds in southern Scandinavia, was present on 26" & 27" Dec
(SR et al)

Sandwich Tern: (67 29) n
Uncommon summer visitor. Recorded on an exceptional 38 dates between 71" Apr and 121" Oct. Max 6 on
27" Sep, equaling the record count made on 5" Oct 2014.

Common Tern: (257 29)n
Uncommon summer visitor. Recorded on 26 dates between 10" May and 12" Sep. Max 2 on 2 dates.
Records split between the Bay and Lytchett Fields.

Arctic Tern: (1771 1171 4)
6" record since 1992. 1 in the Bay on 6" Apr (JH, NHu)

Great Northern Diver: (171 3)

4" record. One arrived high from the east on the morning of 2" Nov (SR) and appeared to drop into the
Bay however it must have soon moved on as it was not seen subsequently. The first record since 26" Nov
20009.

Cormorant: (37071 29) k
Daily visitor. Large feeding flocks now occur frequently in autumn. Max 300 on 27" Sep.

Glossy lbis: (17 3)
4™ & 5" records.

One briefly landed amongst the
morning gull flock roosting on
Frenches Pool on 14" Sep but
moved on immediately (IB).

The second was barely more
obliging, arriving from the east

on 20" Oct, it circled Lytchett
Fields, looked like it was going to
land and then flew off SE over

the Bay but not before a couple
of photos were taken (SR et al).

© lan Ballam
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Spoonbill: (257 11) n
Increasingly frequent visitor but a much poorer year than of late. Seen on only 14 dates (42 in 2018 & 74 in
2018). These covered Jan, Feb, Apr, Jun and Dec. Max 10 on 26™ Dec.

B(AE) + W(AE) i was present on 15" Feb 2020 and 6™ Dec 2020.

It was ringed as a pullus at Schiermonnikoog,
NETHERLANDS on 19" Jul 2006 and is now 14
years old. It had previously been seen at Lytchett
Bay in 2013, 2015, 2017 and 2018. The bird
commutes back and forth between SW England and
The Netherlands. En route for the last 2 years it
spent late Sept and Oct at Somme in northern
France.

Many thanks to Sven Prins for this information.
© lan Ballam

Bittern: (171 7)
10th record. One was accidently flushed from reeds next to the Turlin Moor Viewing screen on 20" Dec. It
flew off and landed back in the reeds but was never seen again (SA)

Cattle Egret: (51 7)
Scarce visitor. After a few false starts this species is now firmly establishing itself in Britain. We are enjoying

our own growing share. Recorded on at least 17 dates but the reality was that it was present on many
more.

A slow start with none until 13™
Jul. 5 on 9" Aug were a record
count for the area, exceeding 4 on
3" Nov 2007 (which was also the
first record).

2 were seen on 25" Oct and
presumably these birds visited, or
at least over flew the recording
area, on many, if not all, dates
until the year end. They seemed to
spend much of their time feeding
in the Sherford Valley west of the
Bakers Arms and then over flew
the Bay, and in particular Lytchett
Bay View, on their way to roost at
Holes Bay with Little Egrets. Early
starters could watch them return
the following morning. © lan Ballam

Grey Heron: (137 29)n
Daily visitor in small numbers. 13 arrived on the morning of 315 Aug in groups of 2,7 & 4 constituting a
record count for the site (previously 10 on 2 dates).

Great White Egret: (77 8) k

Scare visitor. Recorded on 11 dates (12 in 2019). All in the autumn between 11" Sep and 1% Nov. Max 3 on
17" Sep. For the first time a bird lingered around the fields and Bay and was seen frequently between 16% -
28" Sep.
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Little Egret: (677 28) n

Common visitor, seen every day. There were no records of birds using the occasional evening roost. The
largest counts were made by observing birds at Lytchett Bay View flying to, or arriving from, Holes Bay.
Max 39 on 23 Dec.

Bay monthly max:
JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC
17 10 6 10 8 6 21 19 18 18 25 39

Osprey: (47 28)n
Annual passage migrant. The best year ever i seen on 81 dates.

21 spring records is astonishing. The earliest
was on 24™ Mar at Turlin Moor and the last at
Lytchett Fields on 6™ May. 2 birds were seen on
3 dates. At least 9 of these were migrants
moving through the area. The remainder may
relate to CJ7, the returning Rutland hatched
female, which accounted for at least 5 confirmed
records.

We love this picture, really shows the battle Ospreys have
with their prey when they first catch them © Alison Copeland

Occasional records continued
through June and July. No new
birds were introduced in to the
harbour and CJ7 failed to find a
mate.

From 2nd Aug it was clear that
migrants were returning south.
There were 98 bird-days until 5th
Oct, a truly splendid autumn. For
considerable periods it was
impossible to visit the area and not
see one or more. Max 4 on 15th
Aug.

Word of the daily Osprey show soon
spread. Those who came were treated to
some good performances which included
Marsh Harriers, Hobbies and in this case a
Peregrine © Allan Gates
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Honey-buzzard: (17 6)

7" & 8" records. A bird that had been seen over several days in the Wareham Channel was seen circling
over 0Bl ac k"Aong(PMefat).oThesecond record was of one circling over the Bakers Arms on
28™ Aug (IML, JSP)

Sparrowhawk: (47 29)n

Uncommon. Recorded on at least 102 dates throughout the year, considerably more than in recent years.
This is probably due to a combination of now having an established breeding pair and greater observer
effort during lockdown. At least 1 pair bred raising at least 2 young. 2 ringed.

Goshawk:

4"record. After a little run of records in the 900s
growing populations in Dorset, and particularly Hampshire, over recent years, it is a surprise that it has

taken until now to end the drought.

Suspicions that a bird was in the area were aroused
by several massive flushes of pigeons and corvids in
the days leading up to the final confirmation on 28™
Nov when a juv was seen sitting in a tree at Lytchett
Fields (1B, GH et al). What was presumed to be the
same bird was seen again on 15" Dec (IB).

Previous records:
1 on 4™ Apr 1994
1 on 11" Feb 1996
1 on 25" Oct 1997

© lan Ballam

Marsh Harrier: (67 28) k

Increasingly regular visitor. Noted on at least 135 dates, sustaining the dramatic increase first witnessed in
2015. Recorded in every month of the year with several active migrants noted in spring. Max 3 on at least 6
dates. 1 roosted occasionally at both ends of the year.

Hen Harrier: (27 28) n

Irregular Visitor. Recorded on 8 dates, a slight improvement on 5 in 2019. A ringtail was seen on 3 dates
between 13" Jan and 15" Feb. A juv was seen on 5" & 6" Nov with ringtails recorded on 22" Oct, 20" Nov
and 29" Dec.

Red Kite: (2971 15) k
Scarce migrant, increasingly expected on spring migration. After records on 5 dates with a maximum of 2
on any one day in 2019 | dondot think we were ready

71 bird-days in spring between 12" Feb and 315 May
with an incredible max of 29 on 10" May. This was
simply stunning with birds moving SW from mid-
morning till lunchtime across much of the Poole and
Bournemouth area. We enjoyed more than our fair
share.

This was also the year that we all got one or more on
our garden lists! By way of example, confined to the
house due to lockdown SR ambled up to do some sky
watching from an upstairs window after lunch on 22

Apr and saw 6 pass east within minutes.
© Tony Furnell
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After none in autumn 2019 it was good to have 4 records. Singles on 19" Sep, 9™ Oct, 13" Oct and 1% Dec.

Common Buzzard: (157 29) n
The commonest raptor of the area. Breeds widely in the vicinity. Max 10 on 16" Mar.

Barn Owl: (271 19)

Bred at Frenchodés Farm until 2009. Shortly after thi
been very scarce. 1 on A35 by Lytchett Fields was the only bird seen this year. In addition there were 3

nocturnal sound recordings made at Lytchett Way listening station in Apr, 3 in Sep and 2 in Oct.

Tawny Owl: (2 territories T 29) n

Uncommon resident. After several poor years there was a definite upturn in 2020. 1 pair raised 2 young at
Lytchett Fields in a Kestrel nest box. In the autumn, birds were very vocal in the eastern end of the
recording area often calling intensely from dusk until dawn.

Hungry youngsters wait for dinnerf@ Paul Morton Successful parent has rat on the menu © Richard Stephenson

Kingfisher: (57 29) n
Passage migrant and uncommon, but frequently seen, winter visitor. Bred in 2000 and possibly in other
years since. Typically becomes scarce from Christmas onwards.

Breeding occurred on the Sherford, in or on the edge of the recording area consequently there were regular
records in Mar - Jun. Recorded from all round the Bay in the second half of the year. Max 5 (all ringed) on
12" Aug, a day record for the site. One at Sandy Close Pond on 19" Mar was notable and presumably a
migrant returning to its breeding site inland? 9 ringed.

SE90746 i A 1stW ringed on 17" Aug 2020 at Lytchett Bay was re-trapped 6 days later on 23" Aug 2020
in the Piddle Valley, Wareham. A SW movement of 11km.

SA27399 7 A 1stW ringed on 31% Aug 2020 at Lytchett Bay was re-trapped 88 days later at the same site
demonstrating that it was wintering here rather than a passage migrant.
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Great Spotted Woodpecker: k
Breeding Resident. Seen regularly in most parts of the Bay. Drumming heard in most areas during spring. 5
ringed.

Green Woodpecker: n
Breeding resident but uncommon. Recorded in all parts of the Bay. No change in status.

Kestrel: (37 29)n
Resident. Recorded on at least 64 dates from 13" Mar, mostly from Lytchett Fields. The nest box was not
used and the species was not thought to have bred locally.

Merlin: (27 25)n

Scarce winter visitor. A good year with records on 14 dates. 2 singles in the first part of the year were
followed by a nice series of sightings of an imm/female and a male from 8™ Oct. The male was suspected
of roosting at the Bay at the end of the year.

o
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Neither of our small falcons are eas both Merlin © lan Ballam and Hobby © Richard Stephenson in
the same year was rather special.

Hobby; (47 27)n

Irregular summer visitor. A record year with a record count. 60 bird-days on 41 dates between 29" Apr and
18" Sep (previous best was 26 on 23 in 2013). A breeding pair, probably two, nested within a few
kilometers of the recording area. Their regular hunting visits were one of the highlights of the year
especially during August when their juveniles joined the daily raptor show alongside Ospreys and Marsh
Harriers. 4 were seen together on 10" May in a kettle of Buzzards and Red Kites!

Peregrine: (37 28)n
Frequent visitor, rare in early summer. Recorded on record at least 70 dates, a record year (previously 58
dates in 2016). Noted in every month with the only gap being between 4" Jun and 5" Jul.

© Pennhill Man
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Falcon Sp:
Perhaps the best record of the year, the best record ever at Lytchett? Perhaps we will never know? A

falcon seen and photographed over Lytchett Fields on 25" Aug (RGo), posted on social media, and which
thanks to the sharp eyes of Paul Morton, eventually attracted a lot of attention. Was it really an Eleonora&
Falcon? Unfortunately, the trail soon went cold when the finder informed everyone that there was only one
shot. The camera battery had died immediately after.

This single photo (lower cropped version of same) left raptor experts in disagreement © Rene Goad
RBA were keen supporters of the | DE

fEl eonorads Fal con

Wedd have t o h bepherdtimelacky tiisyeanfay EL e o n o r a 6.OneRarbspeotinely identified bird is just one of
those things; a second bird is unfortunate; a third bird would be too much pain to bear. Hot on the heels of the pale morph bird seen
fleetingly in Norfolk at Winterton North Dunes on 20th August, belated news emerged this week of a dark morph bird seen in Dorset
at Lytchett Bay on 25th.

Just like the Norfolk bird, this one too was photographed i another one that proves the old adageof what 6 s hi t 6s hi st o
mi ssedds mystery. We dondét have to go too many years backeto a
noormandr eports of such birds were inevitabl y neeenhtchancé di atdghe eerydeasdt c a
an intriguing record shot or, in the case of these birds, emphatic certainty.

This comes to be Dor s et-@m raptar,rfiling a largechole id theorhiddlé of ithe souttb af England where
previous records were concerned, between the one day birds in Cornwall on 11th August 2012 and Essex on 13th September
2008.

With news that there®&d ebbeaen ad simokhjmibland Busopel thisdate sdfmmer, a second bird in Britain

was alwaysapos si bi | i ty. Now we just have to hope for a thirdé one th
it is there and thené and one that hangs around in the area
bl ockers. o

Others were not so certain and at the time of writing we are unsure as to whether anyone is going to submit
it to BBRC, a pre-requisite in-order that it can be considered for acceptance.

Ring-necked Parakeet:
2" record. 1 on 7" Sep at Frenches Farm (IB). The only other record was from Olde Quoins on 3™ Sep
2002. A bizarre similarity in dates!

Jay: (127 29)n
Resident. Regularly seen throughout the year but most often in autumn. 1 ringed.

Magpie: n
Common Resident. 1 ringed.

Jackdaw: (6107 29) n
Resident. Recorded throughout the year. Max 200 on several dates.
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Rook: (18571 29) k
Breeds on edge of recording area. 18 nests at Watery Lane colony. 16 T 25 nests 20107 2019. 4 additional
nests were found in trees at the Old Sewage Works, the first-time breeding has been noted at this location.

Carrion Crow: (1007 29) n
Common Resident. Breeds widely across the area. 87 were recorded at roost at Lytchett Way on 15" Dec.

Raven: (137 26) k
Uncommon but increasing. Recorded in every month except May. 13 on 18" Nov was a record count for
the site (previously 7 on several dates).

Coal Tit: k
Uncommon resident, increasing. Recorded from most sites across the calendar. 6 ringed.

Blue Tit: n
Common resident. 110 ringed.

2187902 i A juvenile ringed on 15™ Jul 2015 at Lytchett Bay was re-trapped on 6" Nov 2020 at Lytchett
Bay. This bird is now at least 5yrs 5mnths old. The oldest ever recorded is 9yrs 8mnths.

Z187144 7 A 1 W ringed on 26™ Sep 2018 at Lytchett Bay was killed by a cat 591 days later on 9" May
2020 in Turlin Moor, Poole.

Great Tit: n
Common resident. 44 ringed.

TW94031 - A juvenile ringed on 31 Jul 2020 at Lytchett Bay was killed by a cat 42 days later on 11" Sep
2020 in Lytchett Minster.

Bearded Tit: (407 29) k

Scarce breeder and uncommon
passage migrant. The survey in 2019
found at least 4, and possibly 8, pairs
east of the Sherford. The first young
this year were seen on 20" Jun. Good
numbers seen in autumn. Max 19+ on
5% Oct. The majority of records coming
from the reedbeds in the eastern half
of the Bay. 4 in a patch of reed barely
more than 2mx2m in the middle of
grassland at Lytchett Bay View were
particularly enjoyable. 21 ringed.

Once again we can enjoy a brilliant
composition courtesy of © lan Ballam. This
time male and female Bearded Tits.

Ringing included some interesting controls/re-traps. 4 birds ringed at the site in 2019 were re-trapped this
year.

AKB6015 i An Ad M ringed at Keyhaven, Hampshire on 10" Jul 2019 was re-trapped 373 days later on
17" Jul 2020 at Lytchett Bay. A W movement of 33km.
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74082317 A M ringed at Lytchett Bay on 15" Aug 2015 was re-trapped there 5yrs and 2 mnths later on
10™ Oct 2020. The typical lifespan for this species is 3 yrs and the record longevity is 7 yrs and 3 mnths.

Woodlark: (157 19) n
Irregular visitor. The poor run for this species continues. 1 over Lytchett Fields on 7" Sep was the only
record.

Skylark: (781 -29) n

Scarce breeder and passage migrant. Up to 2 singing males were recorded in Mar and Apr but breeding
success is unknown. Up to 15 were in the arable field throughout Jan and Feb. Autumn passage began on
26™ Sep but was again light. Max 10 on 2 dates. Up to 6 used the arable field daily toward the end of Dec.

Sand Martin: (50007 29) m

Common passage migrant. Recorded from 215t Mar until 5" Oct. Good visible migration on 6" May
produced a count of 158n at Lytchett Fields. Autumn was very poor with no more than 30 seen on any one
date. 1 ringed.

Swallow: (10007 80071 29) n

Common passage migrant, breeds at French® Farm and this year at Olde Quoins cottage. Recorded from
2" Apr until 3" Nov. Visible migration on the 6" May produced the best spring count for many years, 364n
at Lytchett Fields. A decent congregation in late Sept peaked at 250 on 29™. 19 ringed.

House Martin: (18007 29) n
Common passage migrant, breeding colony on edge of recording area at Watery Lane. Present from 5"
Apr to 9" Oct. Max 230 on 25™ Sep.

The colony at Watery Lane continues spread into Seaview Road and has extended into Slough Lane and
Policemands Lane. Many birds were seen collecting m

No of House Martin nests at the Watery Lane colony 2006 7 2020. No of nest collapsed or destroyed in
brackets.

2006 | 2007 | 2008 | 2009 | 2010 | 2011 | 2012 | 2013 | 2014 | 2015 | 2016 | 2017 | 2018 | 2019 | 2020

16 |14 [13 |15 |8 13 |2 4 ? 7 | 10 | 18 | 17 |12 |18
® & [ [6 | |4 [O [@ G @ [ & & [0

Of particular interest to the editor were 4 birds prospecting at Sandy Close for several dates in early June.
Nest boxes are being erected as | write!

Cetti's Warbler: (11 malesi 28) n
Breeding resident. At least 6 singing males in an almost complete survey (one better than 2019). Present at
Sandy Close Pond occasionally in both winter periods.

Productivity and dispersal seemed to be very good with a record 25 birds ringed inc 8 on 26" Sep.

S541947 i A 15'W ringed on 27" Aug 2019 at Hengistbury Head, Dorset was re-trapped 411 days later on
11™ Oct 2020 at Lytchett Bay. A W movement of 19km.

ABES8436 1 A bird ringed on 17" Nov 2019 at Lytchett Bay was re-trapped 294 days later on 6™ Sep 2020
at Gins Farm, New Forest, Hampshire. An E movement of 44km.

Long tailed Tit: k
Common resident. Regularly recorded from most sites at the Bay. 41 ringed.

Yellow-browed Warbler: (11 7)

9""record. One was trapped and ringed at Lytchett Heath on 11" Oct (SW, JSP et al). Given the large
numbers in Scotland and the western coasts of the UK there were relatively few in Dorset and may be only
3 in Poole Harbour this autumn. 1 ringed.
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Willow Warbler: (607 29) n
Passage migrant. This species has been lost as a regular breeder.

The first record was on 23" Mar. Spring migration, like recent years remains poor but continued until 27
Apr. Autumn migration was very strong between 215 Jul and 18" Sep. Max 50 on 28" and 41 on 315 Jul.
157 ringed, the most since our records began in 1983.

Daily max and bird days are given in the following table.

JAN | FEB | MAR | APR | MAY | JUN | JUL | AUG | SEP | OCT | NOV | DEC

1 3 50 30 15

1 18 182 143 | 42

Chiffchaff: (1427 29) k
Breeding summer visitor and passage migrant. No breeding survey was undertaken but the population
seemed stable at 71 10 territories east of the Sherford found in 2019.

There were 3 records of singles at separate locations in Jan and 1 on 1% Mar. 1 on 14" Mar was probably
the first spring migrant, which peaked with 14 on 21 Mar. Autumn migration was good with peaks of 51 on
16" Sep, 40 on 22" Sep and 30 on 5" Oct. Small numbers continued until the end of Nov with one
lingering at Lytchett Fields during Dec. 256 ringed.

Siberian Chiffchaff: (1 - 8)
Scarce migrant. 9" record. 1 was trapped and ringed at Lytchett Heath on 23 Nov (SR et al)

Aquatic Warbler: (27 5)

7" record. Another highlight in a year of highlights. An adult female with a brood patch was trapped and
ringed at Lytchett Fields on 121" Aug (SR et al). If this was not enough the bird was then re-trapped 983km
to the south of us by ringers in Northern Spain!!

€ Fundacién Global Nature @FGlobalNature - Oct 28

W En agosto se capturé un ejemplar del ave paseriforme méas
amenazada de Europa en la @lagunadelanava, Palencia, solo 16 dias
antes habia sido anillada en el Canal de la Mancha, en una marisma de la
costa inglesa a 983 km de distancia. #Paludicola

fundacionglobalnature.org/primer-carrice...

e
| 5

AJF5663 1 An Ad F ringed at Lytchett Bay on 12" Aug 2020 was re-trapped 16 days later on 28" Aug 2020
at Laguna de la Nava, Palencia, SPAIN. A S movement of 983km.

Sedge Warbler: (2197 29) n
Passage migrant. 7 bird-days in spring, very poor. Recorded between 8" Apr and 4" May. Autumn passage
was pretty decent. Commencing on 14™ Jul and continuing to 5" Oct. Max 54 on 8" Aug. 374 ringed.

Daily max and bird days are given in the following table.

JAN | FEB | MAR | APR | MAY | JUN | JUL | AUG | SEP | OCT | NOV | DEC

1 1 12 54 16 1

4 3 40 | 334 | 49 1
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3 records of birds re-trapped on subsequent migrations

S3917417 A 1% W ringed on 1% Aug 2018 at Lytchett Bay was re-trapped 392 days later on 28" Aug 2019
at Evoa, Vila Franca de Xira, Lisbon, PORTUGAL. A SSW movement of 1430km. Our second Sedge
movement to Portugal from early autumn 2018.

S391928 - A Ad F ringed on 5™ Aug 2018 at Lytchett Bay was re-trapped 730 days later on 4™ Aug 2020 at
Mont Manet, Genet, Manche, FRANCE. A S movement of 232km.

AAEOQ758 1 A 1% W ringed on 6™ Jul 2018 at Icklesham, East Sussex was re-trapped 701 days later on 7"
Aug 2020 at Lytchett Bay. A W movement of 191km.

6 records of typical southbound migration movements though the double capture of ALN2727 is special.

ALN2727 7 A 15 W ringed on 7™ Aug 2020 at Penclacwydd, Carmarthenshire, Wales was re-trapped 5
days later on 12" Aug 2020 at Lytchett Bay. A SE movement of 178km. This bird then followed an expected
route south and was re-trapped again 6 days later on 18" Aug at Touch Robin, Guenrouet, Loire-
Atlantique, FRANCE. A S movement of 350km.

ABES8866 - A 15' W ringed on 1st Aug 2020 at Lytchett Bay was re-trapped 7 days later on 8" Aug 2020 at
Mont Manet, Genet, Manche, FRANCE. A S movement of 232km.

ALB166171 A 1% W ringed on 31% Jul 2020 at Inchture, Perthshire, Scotland was re-trapped 11 days later
on 11™ Aug 2020 at Lytchett Bay. A S movement of 636km.

AAP0290 - A 1% W ringed on 30" Aug 2020 at Uskmouth, Newport, Wales was re-trapped the following
day on 31% Aug 2020 at Lytchett Bay. A SE movement of 109km.

AFJ4259 1 A 15'W ringed on 30" Jul 2020 at Westhill Farm, Oxfordshire was re-trapped 9 days later on 9™
Aug 2020 at Lytchett Bay. A SSW movement of 104km.

ACD5822 - A 1%' W ringed on 8" Aug 2020 at Fishlake Meadows, Romsey, Hampshire was re-trapped 9
days later on 17" Aug 2020 at Lytchett Bay. A SW movement of 50km.

Four records of birds fAcoasdoutnmfgtheventest or west befor

AXL48381 A 15'W ringed on 6™ Aug 2020 at Nanjizal, Cornwall was re-trapped 2 days later on 8" Aug
2020 at Lytchett Bay. An E movement of 271km.

AJF5891 - A 1% W ringed on 16™ Sep 2020 at Lytchett Bay was re-trapped 2 days later on 18™ Sep 2020
at Icklesham, East Sussex. A E movement of 191km.

ANK8903 i A 1% W ringed on 14™ Aug 2020 at Portland Bird Observatory, Dorset was re-trapped the
following day on 15" Aug 2020 at Lytchett Bay. A NE movement of 38km.

A not untypical movement of a young bird seemingly goingthe i wr ong way o in autumn.

AJF5660 1 A 15'W ringed on 12" Aug 2020 at Lytchett Bay was re-trapped 2 days later on 14" Aug 2020
at Squires Down, Dorset. A NW movement of 35km.

Reed Warbler: (107 malesi 29) n
Common summer visitor. Present between 9" Apr and 27" Sep. 107 singing males were recorded in a full
survey in 2019. 320 were ringed, a record annual total (previously 251 in 2011).

2018: Additional notable record. A bird was caught in a mist net on 4™ Dec but escaped before it was
extracted. The ringers involved are confident that
for the Bay by more than 1 month.
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AJB2079i A juvenile ringed on 29" Aug 2018 at Lytchett Bay was re-trapped 381 days later on 29" Aug
2019 at Ponta DOEvra, Lisbon, B@GRTUGAL. A SSW movem

ABES8673 i A 15'W ringed on 2™ Sep 2020 at Lytchett Bay was re-trapped 9 days later on 11" Sep 2020 at
Chenal, Chenac-Saint-Seurin-d'Uzet, Charente-Maritime, FRANCE. A S movement of 589km.

ABES8086 1 A 1stW ringed on 20™ Aug 2019 at Lytchett Bay was re-trapped 305 days later on 27" May
2020 at Ryewater Nursery, Boys Hill, Dorset. A WNW movement of 36km. It was re-trapped there again on
20" Jun 2020 suggesting that it was breeding in the area.

AJF5591 i juvenile ringed on 8" Aug 2020 at Lytchett Bay was re-trapped 24 days later on 15' Sep 2020 at
Ibsley Water, Hampshire. A NE movement of 26km.

Z408607 i A 1stW ringed on 4™ Sep 2015 at Lytchett Bay was re-trapped 4yrs 11mnths later on 13" Aug
2020 at Lytchett Bay. This bird had also been re-trapped on 31 Jul 2016 and has presumably returned to
breed each year since 2015. The oldest ever recorded is 12yrs 11mnths and 21 days!

Grasshopper Warbler: (33717 22) n
Passage migrant, predominantly in autumn. Under recorded. Bred in 1986.

No spring records. 41 bird-days between 22" Jul and 16™ Sep. Max 6 on 8" Aug. 39 ringed.

Blackcap: (7571 29) k
Passage migrant, summer visitor and scarce winter visitor. No breeding survey undertaken but population
felt stable at 14-18 territories found in 2019.

Seen regularly at Sandy Close Pond feeders up to 4™ Mar. At least 5 individuals involved with 3 males and
2 females.

The first presumed migrant (may be a bird returning to the continent) was on 19" Mar. 13 on 18" Apr was
the best day of spring. Autumn was decent with 38 on 16" Sep and 21 on 26" Jul.

Scarce after mid-Oct though records continued to the year end with 2 males visiting Sandy Close Pond.
132 ringed.

Garden Warbler: (77 27)n
Scarce passage migrant. 1 in spring on 22" Apr at Lytchett Fields. 11 bird-days in autumn between 215 Jul
and 7™ Oct (first Oct record and latest ever date). Max 2. 6 ringed.

Lesser Whitethroat: (37 24)n
Scarce passage migrant, which occasionally breeds or holds territory. A much better year than many recent
ones.

After singles at Lytchett Fields on 22" Apr and Turlin Moor on 25" Apr, one held territory at Lytchett Fields
between 27" Apr and 15" May. A second bird was present briefly on the 6™.

In autumn, singles on 5 dates between 6™ and 27" Aug. 1 ringed.

Whitethroat: (1871 27) n
Uncommon passage migrant. Bred in 2013. An average year. 9 bird-days in spring between 18" Apr & 6™
May. In autumn, 28 bird days between 1%t Jul & 16" Sep. Max 3 on two dates. 16 ringed.

Dartford Warbler: (2 pairs i 26)

None had been recorded since Aug 2018 so it was good when one was found at the traditional site on 17
July. This prompted a bit of a surge of re-colonsing/dispersing birds. 5 were ringed up to mid-Nov with 3
present together on 5" Oct. Let& hope they remain to breed in 2021.
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Firecrest: (47 17)n

Scarce visitor. A better year than 2019 but still not showing any signs of changing their historic status.
Rather scarce early in the year with sightings coming from the Cottage area, Lytchett Way, Turlin Moor and
Lytchett Bay View on 6 dates up to 15" Mar. The first of autumn was at Lytchett Heath on 26™ Sep. There
were records on 17 dates up to the year-end though up to 3 were probably near the cottage throughout.
Other records came from Sandy Close Pond and Lytchett Heath. 5 ringed.

Goldcrest: (271 29) n

Passage migrant, which occasionally breeds. Present during the breeding season at Turlin Moor, The
Cottage, Beach Road and Sandy Close Pond. Typical migration, max day count at any one site; 15 on 23"
Oct and 10 on 25™ Oct. Widespread in small numbers during both winter periods. 29 ringed.

LTE722 7 A 1stW F ringed on 9™ Oct 2020 at Nuthampstead, Hertfordshire was re-trapped 45 days later on
23" Nov 2020 at Lytchett Bay. A SW movement of 203km.

Wren: n
Common resident. 32 ringed.

Nuthatch: n
Uncommon. Seen occasionally throughout the year from sites stretching from Lytchett Fields to Sandy
Close Pond, seen frequently in the summer and autumn. 2 ringed.

TW94050 i A juvenile ringed on 3" Jul 2020 at Lytchett Bay was killed when it flew into a window 80 days
later on 21°%' Sep 2020 at Creekmoor, Poole. A NNE movement of 3km.

Treecreeper: n
Uncommon. Recorded only occasionally with most records coming from Lytchett Way and the Slough Lane

Water wks.

Starling: (3500071 560071 29) n
Common resident. A pre-roost in Jun held up to 500 birds most evenings at Lytchett Fields. 7 ringed.

Ring Ouzel: (37 11)
Scarce migrant. The only record of the year was a nocturnal migrant sound recorded at the Lytchett Way
listening station on 28" Sep.

Blackbird: (457 29) n
Common Resident. No significant records submitted. 56 ringed.

LE75924 i A juvenile ringed at Lytchett Bay on 13" Jul 2016 was taken by a cat 1393 days later in Upton
on 6™ May 2020.

Fieldfare: (5591 29) n

Uncommon winter visitor. The poorest year that anyone can recall. Almost unbelievably there were no
double figure counts and the species was only logged on 9 dates! 2 on 25" Feb, 1 on 2"¢ Apr and then up
to 3 (I!) on 7 dates from 17" Oct.

Redwing: (10007 5147 29)n
Winter visitor and passage migrant. Thankfully a much better showing than the above species. Recorded
until 11" Apr (noc-mig) and from 28™ Sep (equaling the earliest return date).

¢50 were around Lytchett Fields in Jan & Feb. 282 calls of nocturnal migrants were recorded on the night of
2" Apr. Diurnal migration included 137n on 14" Oct. 111 were noted on 26™ Nov. Noc-mig was typically
strong in the autumn, max 218 calls on 11" Oct and 294 on 4™ Nov. Small numbers were recorded until the
year end. 16 ringed.
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Whilst ringing with Tony Taylor on 23" Nov at
Lytchett Heath we had a very exciting moment when
this bird landed above the net rides in the early
morning light. This heavily cropped photo was taken
at 75x magnification. Imagine seeing this bird at 8x
through binoculars! We were disappointed but not
wholly surprised when we zoomed in and found that
it was fionlyd a Redwing!
marking suggest that it might be of the Icelandic
race T.i.coburni?

Look at this from the far side of the room. You will guess what
we hoped it might be. © Shaun Robson

Song Thrush: (125671 29) n
Breeding resident and passage migrant. At least 11 singing males recorded during incomplete survey. 54n

on 14™ Oct was the only diurnal migration count of note. Noc-mig recordings were frequent in autumn, max
114 calls on 22™ Oct. 12 ringed.

Mistle Thrush: (60-207 29) n
Uncommon resident. Confirmed breeding for the first time since 2016. 1 pr raised at least 2 young at
Lytchett Fields. 14 on 9™ Oct was the biggest count of the year.

Spotted Flycatcher: (87 67 29)m

Passage migrant, previously bred. A poor year. The only two records in spring were nocturnal sound
recorded migrants. 9" May at 02:12 and 10" May at 02:08. Both at Lytchett Fields. 7 bird-days in autumn
between 27" Aug and 27" Sep was below par. Max 2 on 16™.

Robin: n
Common resident. A pre-dawn cycle around the recording area on 19" Jan found 66 singing birds. This
feels like a good number but we have nothing to compare it with! 41 ringed.

Common Redstart: (27 23) n
Scarce autumn migrant. Only 2 records, a very poor year. Singles on 24" Jul and 17" Aug.

Whinchat: (117 27)n
Scarce passage migrant. None in spring. 19 bird-days in autumn between 24" Aug and 19" Sep. Max 2 on
3 dates. All records at Lytchett Fields.

Stonechat: (237 29) k

Returning breeding resident (7 pairs in 2002). We never understood why this species disappeared as
breeding species in 2006 and now we dond6t wunderstan
of 12 years, they bred again in 2018. This year there were at least 3 pairs. The first raised 7 young in 3

broods, the second 4 young in 2 broods and the third 3 young in 1 brood.

Present in every month of the year and recorded at a wide range of sites around the bay. Max 19 on 13"
Sep shared between Lytchett Fields and Frenches Farm SANG. 11 ringed.

Northern Wheatear: (3971 29) n
Uncommon passage migrant. Almost every record of this species occurs in the north west of the recording
area. A better year than many recent ones.

21 bird-days in spring following from 4" Apr to 6" May. Max 6 on 19" Apr.

21 bird-days between 12" Aug and 7" Oct. Max 3 on 2 dates.
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House Sparrow: (101++7 29) n

Resident. Usually recorded around the urban fringe, seems to be doing well in many areas around the Bay.
No additional effort was made to follow up on the 6 roosts identified at the end of 2017. Max count
submitted was 50 at Turlin Moor on 26™ Aug. 14 ringed.

Dunnock: n
Common resident. 16 ringed.

Yellow Wagtail: (1507 29) n

Uncommon passage migrant. 2 spring records, 2 on 25" Apr and 3 on 6™ May. Autumn migration started
early on 11" Jul. There 220 bird-days until 8" Oct. Max 37 on 27" Aug. Almost exclusively at Lytchett
Fields, though 1 was ringed at Lytchett Heath.

Grey Wagtail: (157 29) n
Winter visitor, passage migrant and occasional breeder. No records between 20" Feb and 12" Jun
suggested that no breeding occurred this year Otherwise frequently recorded. Max 4 on several dates.

Pied Wagtail: (65071 29) n

Recorded throughout the year, common in autumn. Bred successfully. Birds roost at various points around
the Bay during peak migration in October. Max 178 on 7" Oct. 63 were counted leaving a roost toward
Poole and flying over Lytchett Bay View on 25" Dec. 118 ringed.

White Wagtail: Scarce migrant. 3 singles, all at Lytchett Fields; 31 Mar, 6™ Apr, 20™ Apr.

Meadow Pipit: (46071 29) n

Historic breeder, now common passage migrant. No records between 5" Apr and 30" Aug. Spring passage
was good, max 126n over Sandy Close Pond in 75 minutes on 1% Apr. Max in autumn was an
unremarkable 80 on 26" Sep. 35 ringed.

Tree Pipit: (1871 25) n

Scarce passage migrant. A much better year than 2019. 1 noc-mig bird on 11" May was the only spring
record. 36 bird days between 7" Aug and 17" Sep, max 7 on 8" Sep. In addition, 13 calls of nocturnal
migrants were recorded at the Lytchett Way listening station on 27" Aug. 5 ringed.

Water Pipit: (207 23)

Scarce winter visitor. Records have returned to the previous levels since the creation of Lytchett Fields. A
reasonable year with records on 51 dates (Likely that birds were present throughout the winter). Present
until 4" Apr, max 4 on several dates and from 23 Oct, max 5 on 5" Nov.

Participation in a nationwide project to colour ring
this species in the late autumn was hampered by
poor weather and ultimately covid lockdown
restrictions. Nonetheless 4 birds were ringed with
BTO metal rings on the right tarsus and yellow rings
on the left tarsus. These are numbered Ok - 3k.

There were no sightings of these birds up to the
year end (but two have since been photographed
early in 2021!). More effort will be made to pursue
this exciting project in 2021 when restrictions allow.

© Shaun Robson
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Scandinavian Rock Pipit: (50717 29) n

Common winter visitor. All Rock Pipits at Lytchett Bay are considered to be from Scandinavia of the race
littoralis. Recorded until 18" Feb and from 11™ Oct. Max at any one location was 20 on 17" Nov. Efforts to
ring Water Pipits (see above) led to a record number of this species also being caught. Fingers crossed for
some further recoveries. 11 ringed.

Chaffinch: (4507 29) n
Breeding resident and winter visitor. A very poor year with no settled flocks greater than 15. 34n over
Lytchett Bay View on 14™ Oct was notable. 5 ringed.

Hawfinch: (27 3)
One of the least expected records of the year. A spring migrant was sound recorded at 23:23 on 6" May
(PM).

Bullfinch: (207 29) k

Uncommon but increasing. In keeping with recent years, widely recorded across the whole area throughout
the year, noted in every month, including fresh juveniles on 3" Jul at Sandy Close Pond, where they were
seen daily. 12 ringed.

Greenfinch: (607 29) n

Uncommon breeding resident, which has declined due to on-going Trichomoniasis disease in the
population. This arrived in late summer 2006 and has had a severe impact on English Greenfinch
populations. Bred widely in small numbers and it felt like there were small signs of a recovery. 13 at
Lytchett Fields in Aug, 17 at Lytchett Bay View in Nov and 10 regularly at Sandy Close Pond were the best
counts. 19 ringed.

Linnet: (2507 29) n

Uncommon breeding resident. There were no records between 10" May and 28" Aug which suggests that
the species did not breed this year. Small signs of spring migration included 25n on 19" Apr and 27w on
30" Apr. The change in management of the arable field seemed to do the trick for this species at least and
the outcome was one of the successes of the year. After the arrival of 20 on 28" Aug numbers grew to 168
bymid-Oct and remained high into the New Year. The
attraction. 3 ringed.

Lesser Redpoll: (407 23)n

Scarce passage migrant. In stark contrast to 2019, this was a record year. There were none until 26" Sep
when 11 were ringed at Lytchett Heath. After this they were recorded on each visit until 17" Oct. Max 33 on
10" Oct. The last records of the year were on 2 dates in Nov at Lytchett Bay View. 52 ringed and if only the
weather had not been so poor for ringing then we would have caught many more. To provide some context
the all-time site ringing total prior to this year was 9!

AYJ3460 7 A 15'W ringed on 5™ Oct 2020 at Crabtree Hill, Gloucestershire was re-trapped 4 days later on
9™ Oct 2020 at Lytchett Bay. A SSE movement of 126km.

AXL6006 i A 1stW ringed on 10™ Oct 2020 at Lytchett Bay was re-trapped 8 days later on 18" Oct 2020 at
Arreton, Isle of Wight. An E movement of 58km.

AJF5989 1 An Ad ringed on 10™ Oct 2020 at Lytchett Bay was re-trapped 7 days later on 17" Oct 2020 at
Beachy Head, East Sussex. An E movement of 161km.
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The occurrence and status of all finch species have changed significantly at Lytchett Bay over the last 30 years. Many of these
simply reflect changes at a national level. Greenfinches, Chaffinches, Linnets down. Goldfinches up. Bullfinches showing recent
recovery. Siskins, Lesser Redpolls and especially Brambling and Crossbill highly variable year on year. This year was a very good
one for Linnets (bottom left) © lan Ballam and Lesser Redpolls (top right) © Ed Bennett. Greenfinches seem to be slowly on the
increase (bottom right) © lan Ballam and Goldfinches remain our most encountered member of the family (top left) © lan Ballam

This male Crossbill is probably the first ever to be photographed at Lytchett. It was part of a small flock visiting a wet ditch beneath
some oak trees at Lytchett Fields. © lan Ballam Bullfinches are daily visitors to Sandy Close Pond feeders © Shaun Robson




Crossbill: (2171 13)

Scarce passage migrant. A record year surpassing the best years of 2012 and 2013. 61 bird-days was
almost twice the previous best. After 5w on 2" Jul records continued through Jul and Aug. Max 12ne on
215t Jul. There were records on 5 dates between 20" Sep and 5" Nov at Lytchett Fields including the rather
odd sight of birds sitting in deciduous trees (before they dropped to drink in a wet ditch)!

Goldfinch: (1207 29) n
Common breeding resident and passage migrant. Max 40+ on several dates at several sites. 24 ringed.

Siskin: (28071 26) m

Passage migrant and occasional winter visitor. Despite very large numbers of coastal migrants passing
through Dorset in late summer and early autumn none of these reached us, the series of poor years
continues. Slightly better than 2019, 57 bird-days on 31 dates across every month, max 4 on several dates.

Yellowhammer: (137 18)
Extinct breeding species. Scarce passage migrant. 2 at Lytchett Fields on 6 Nov (IB).

Reed Bunting: (1107 29) n
Breeding resident, c23 prs found in 2019 survey. 26 in the Arable Field on 8" Sep was the single biggest
flock at any one site. Up to 4 at Sandy Close Pond in each winter period. 105 ringed.

AZE1057 1 A juvenile M ringed on 2" Aug 2020 in the Piddle Valley nr Wareham was re-trapped 69 days
later on 10™ Oct 2020 at Lytchett Bay. A NE movement of 6km.

AZE1093 1 A juvenile ringed on 11™ Aug 2020 in the Piddle Valley nr Wareham was re-trapped 109 days
later on 28™ Nov 2020 at Lytchett Bay. A NE movement of 6km.

Records received from: S. Alley (SA), I.Ballam (IB), | Barnard (IBa), E.J.Bennett, D.Chown, M.Constantine,
Mo Constantine, T.Elborn, D.Foster, T.Furnell, F.Gamble, R.Gifford, R.Goad (RGo0), K.Guest, S.Haggett,
P.V.Harvey (PVH), M&L Highfield, G.Hayman (GH), C.Hilder, J.Hull (JH) , N.Hull (NHu), L.Lambert, S.Levy,
I.M.Lewis (IML), B.Lucking, B.Maxted, G.Moors, P.Morton (PM), G.Owen, J.S.Parker (JSP), S.Robson
(SR), P.Saunders, R.Stephenson, P.Sutton, A.Taylor, C.Walker, S.Walls (SW), D.White, G.White, M.Wood,
L.Woodford, C.Wilcox, M.Wright. With additional information from Bird Track, e-Bird, Birds of Poole
Harbour, Holton Lee log, Rare Bird Alert and the Dorset Bird Club. Apologies for any omissions.

Reed Bunting & Raven © lan Ballam
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Appendix 11 Finders accounts

Long-billed Dowitcher 29" September 2020 i lan Ballam

On the 29th of September | was making one of my normal visits to Lytchett Fields, my local patch. It was a
pleasantly warm late September day with some decent sunny periods. | had been on site from just after

8am, first watching over Lytchett Bay then moving to the viewpoints on French's and Sherford Pools to

watch the rising tide. It felt like a very good morning with more than 400 Dunlin present and there was good
variety. 1 6d had be e nRosdnahoiwasgway endhheé d wpt he8haagwi ng A
be a Pec or better, égccod | uck, sounds greato

At about 09:50 | was watching a group of about 40 Dunlin through my bins that were feeding along the

wa t eedg@ about half-way across Sherford Pools. Whilst watching this group 2 birds flew in and landed
directly behind the Dunlin, one was a Redshank but the other wasn't . | immediately thought Dowitcher, a
species | had seen a couple of times at other sites in the last few years. | called out "Long-Billed Dowitcher"
to a fellow birder who was scanning through his scope from the viewing mound behind me. We both got
onto the bird in our scopes and we could clearly see it was a Dowitcher although at the distance we were
we couldn't rule out it being the rarer Short-billed Dowitcher. Any species of Dowitcher is a special bird for
Dorset and either species would be a first record for Lytchett Fields. | immediately got on the phone to let a
few of the local birders know and to put the news out on the relevant news/social media sites. Typically
during this time the bird moved from its position and unfortunately neither me nor the other birder saw
where it went.

Thankfully as the first visiting birders
began to arrive, | rediscovered the bird
feeding on and around the island at the
back of Sherford Pools. The bird stayed
for 9 days but gave only sporadic views, it
was often elusive and disappeared
completely on 3 and 4" Oct. Persistence
was required to get some detailed views
and pictures. Thankfully with these
obtained we could confirm that it was a
juvenile Long-billed Dowitcher. This
American species of wader had been
toted at the start of 2020 as the next Yank
that we might find at Lytchett and so it
was. Following hot on the heels of Lesser
Yellowlegs, Stilt Sandpiper, Buff-breasted
Sandpiper and Pectoral Sandpiper. What
and when will be the next "special
American visitor" to turn up on the fields?

The closest views of the Dowitcher were obtained by ©
Richard Stephenson at Holton Pools on 2™ Oct. To the best
of our knowledge this was the only time it was seen here. Its
long disappearances demonstrate just how many hidden
reed-bed pools exist around Lytchett Bay.




Appendix 21 Bird ringing at Lytchett Bay 2020

Species No ringed No retrapped/controlled
Aquatic Warbler 1

Bearded Tit 21 14
Blackbird 56 8
Blackcap 132 1
Blue Tit 110 84
Bullfinch 12 3
Cetti's Warbler 25 19
Chaffinch 5

Chiffchaff 256 8
G{AOSNARI YyE [/ 1

Coal Tit 6

Collared Dove 1

Common Sandpiper 1

Dartford Warbler 5 3
Dunlin 1

Dunnock 16 10
Firecrest S

Garden Warbler 6

Goldcrest 29 5
Goldfinch 24

Grasshopper Warbler 39 1
Great Spotted Woodpecke 5 2
Great Tit 44 7
Greenfinch 19 3
HouseSparrow 14 2
Jack Snipe 1

Jay 1

Kingfisher 9 3
Lesser Redpoll 52 1
Lesser Whitethroat 1

Linnet 3

Longtailed Tit 41 16
Magpie 1

Meadow Pipit 35 3
Nuthatch 2

Pied/White Wagtall 118

Redwing 16

Reed Bunting 105 27
ReedWarbler 320 59
Robin 41 11
Rock Pipit 11 1
Sand Martin 1

Sedge Warbler 374 12
Snipe 1
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Song Thrush 12 3
Sparrowhawk 2

Starling 7

Stonechat 11 3
Swallow 19

Tree Pipit 5

Water Pipit 4

Water Ralil 1

Whitethroat 16 1
Willow Warbler 157 9
Woodcock 1

Woodpigeon 1

Wren 32 15
Yellow Wagtalil 1

Yellowbrowed Warbler 1

Grand Total 2237 334

Mute Swans at sunrise, 10t Oct 2020 © lan Ballam
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Red-tipped Clearwing Paul Swan
Pimpla contemplator David Foster

Broad-bordered Hummingbird Hawk-moth lan Ballam

47



