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REVIEW OF THE YEAR 
 

January 
The year started quietly with just a single Jack Snipe present. An  Iceland Gull on the 8th 
proved to be the first quality bird of 2020 with a Firecrest on the 9th and a male Black 
Redstart on the 20th smart additions to the year list. A Pale-bellied Brent Goose lingered 
on the Mere on the 22nd and 23rd. Then, the rarest bird of the year, a 1st winter American 
Herring Gull was found on 25th, it was seen again the following day when both Caspian 
Gull and Yellow-legged Gulls were also noted. A Short-eared Owl was seen on the 31st 
and there were 25 records of Red-throated Diver during the month. 
 
February  
The month started well with a Glaucous Gull on the 1st, a single Firecrest was seen on the 
3rd and the Jack Snipe count had risen to 5 by the 5th. A Marsh Harrier lingered from the 
12th to the 25th.  
 
March 
A Merlin on the 1st was the only one of the first winter period and 5 Jack Snipe were again 
counted that day. 2 Firecrests were seen on the 2nd with another on the 4th. A Siberian 
Chiffchaff was found on the 9th and was seen daily until the 20th. Another Firecrest was 
seen on the 8th and a Short-eared Owl on the 16th. A Yellow-legged Gull appeared on the 
17th but was eclipsed by a Glaucous Gull on the 18th. On the 22nd a stunning Black-necked 
Grebe was on the sea and our first Little Ringed Plover of the year was discovered on the 
Mere. Another Firecrest was seen on the 23rd, 2 Little Ringed Plovers together on the 29th 
and a Green Sandpiper on the 30th. 
 
April 
A Green Sandpiper was seen on the 1st and seabird passage started on the 5th with Arctic 
Skua, Great Northern Diver and 2 Red-breasted Mergansers all noted. 2 Hoopoes spent 
an hour or so in a private garden during the morning of the 6th and were videoed by the 
home owner. A Grasshopper Warbler was heard on the 10th, the first of 5 during the 
month. One of the most exciting finds of the year was a singing Nightingale on the 19th, it 
was heard daily into May. 7 Great Skuas passed through on the 29th and 2 Little Terns 
were seen together on the same day. 
 
May 
A Merlin was noted on the 1 and another óreelingô Grasshopper was heard on the 4th. 
Another Merlin was seen on the 5th and a Nightjar was flushed from the Market Garden on 
the 6th. A Black-throated Diver was a good find on the 9th and was seen intermittently until 
the 19th. A Hobby was seen on the 11th, a Great Northern Diver on the 16th and the only 
Cuckoo of the year on the 18th. The Nightingale from April had been singing daily from the 
start of the month but was last heard on the 20th. Another Hobby was seen on the 23rd and 
a Golden Oriole was a great find on the 27th, unfortunately it didnôt linger. 
 
June 
A Balearic Shearwater and 2 Great Skuas passed through on the 6th but find of the month 
was an adult male Red-backed Shrike that was picked-up late in the evening on the 8th. It 
was seen to go to roost, but could not be found the following morning. The only Osprey of 
the year was see on the 17th and Hobby on the 19th. Seabird passage from 25th to 30th 
included Great Northern Diver, Arctic Skua, 18 Balearic Shearwaters and a Storm Petrel. 
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July 
Balearic Shearwaters were seen regularly throughout the month with 115 bird-days 
logged. An Arctic Skua passed on the 5th and juvenile Yellow-legged Gulls started to be 
seen from the 6th with 19 sightings during the month. A Hobby was seen on the 7th with 3 
more Arctic Skuas and a Great Skua on the 8th. More Arctic Skuas passed through on the 
9th and 13th, a Little Tern was seen on the 13th and yet another Arctic Skua on the on the 
18th. 9 Cattle Egrets flew west on the 18th, 2 Great Northern Divers were found on the 21st 
and stayed into August. Both Storm Petrel and Great Skua were seen on the 27th. The 
month finished with single Hobbys on the 28th and 31st. 
 
August 
The 2 Great Northern Divers from July were still present at the start of the month and 
remained until 16th. An Arctic Skua and 3 Great Skuas were seen on the 2nd with Green 
Sandpiper and Hobby on the 4th. The first of 7 Redstarts this month was found on the 11th, 
as was a Pied Flycatcher which lingered to the 12th. A Hobby was seen on the 14th and an 
Arctic Skua on the 17th. An Arctic Skua and a Knot were seen on the 19th. 3 Great Skuas 
were seen on the 25th as were 3 Little Gulls. The second Pied Flycatcher of the month was 
seen on the 27th with Hobby and Redstart on the 28th.  3 Knot, a Great Northern Diver and 
the first Merlin of the autumn were all seen on the 30th, 2 Grasshopper Warblers and 
another Great Northern Diver were seen on the 31st. There were 12 sightings of Balearic 
Shearwaters during the month and 12 sightings of Yellow-legged Gull. 
 
September 
The first of 13 records of Great Northern Diver this month was logged on the 1st as was a 
Merlin and a Short-eared Owl which flew out to sea. A Grasshopper Warbler was seen on 
the 2nd, a Wryneck, a Firecrest and 17 Pale-bellied Brent Geese on the 11th.  Two Great 
White Egrets flew west on the 18th and a juvenile Hobby was seen on the same day. A 
further Hobby was seen on the 28th with a Merlin on the 28th and 29th. 
 
October  
The yearôs second Wryneck was found on the 1st along with a Merlin. 2 Short-eared Owls, 
2 Red-breasted Mergansers and a Firecrest were seen on the 3rd. 2 Great Skuas and a 
Merlin were seen on the 4th. 2 Whoopers Swans flew west on the 5th before flying back 
east to Abbotsbury Swannery and a Merlin was seen on the 7th. The 9th proved a very 
productive day with a Pink-footed Goose, a Great Northern Diver, a Merlin and Cogdenôs 
only Jack Snipe of the year. There was a Yellow-legged Gull on the 10th, 5 Bearded Tits 
arrived on the 11th, a Short-eared Owl was seen the same day with both Firecrest and 
Merlin noted on the 12th, the Merlin was to linger until the 18th.  The yearôs only Dartford 
Warbler was seen on the 13th. A White Stork on the 14th caused some excitement until it 
was realised that it was from a reintroduction scheme. A Yellow-browed Warbler was seen 
on the 19th and the recording areaôs second Glossy Ibis flew through west on the 20th. A 
Black Redstart was found on the 22nd and remained for five days. Jack Snipe, Merlin and a 
Short-eared Owl were also seen on the 22nd. An Arctic Skua and a Balearic Shearwater 
were seen on the 24th. The first West Bexington Jack Snipe of the second winter period 
arrived on the 27th, Great Northern Divers were present on the 29th and 30th with 2 Yellow-
legged Gulls also seen on the 30th. Another Great Northern Diver and 2 Great Skuas and a 
notable 5 White-fronted Geese were seen on the 31st. 
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November 
2 Great Northern Divers and a Great Skua were seen on the 1st, a Goosander on the 3rd 
and a Firecrest on the 4th. 9 feral Egyptian Geese flew east on the 5th and a Black Redstart 
lingered on the 7th and 8th. The Bearded Tits from October were still present on the 9th but 
were not seen after. A Merlin was present on the 13th, with 2 Great Northern Divers and a 
Little Gull on the 14th. 2 Black Redstarts were seen on the 19th with singles on the 20th, 
22nd and 25th. A Great Northern Diver was still present on the 22nd, both Short-eared Owl 
and Merlin on the 29th with a Firecrest on the 30th. There were 11 records of Red-throated 
Diver during the month. 
 
December 
5 Black-necked Grebes were reported off Cogden beach on the 1st and 4 Goosanders flew 
west on the same day. A Black Redstart was found on the 6th and 4 Jack Snipe were 
flushed on the 7th. 2 more Goosanders were seen on the 12th, and a fine Iceland Gull 
made a brief visit on the 17th. A Siberian Chiffchaff was seen well on the 22nd (there may 
have been a second bird present) and a Yellow-legged Gull on the 23rd. A Firecrest was 
seen on the last day of the year. There were 33 records of Red-throated Diver during the 
month. 
 
 
2020 Statistics 
 
176 full species were recorded in 2020 along with 4 sub-species. 
 
One new species (American Herring Gull) was added.  
 
The recording area species total (BOU British List) now stands at 274. 
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SPECIES ACCOUNTS  
 
RED-LEGGED PARTRIDGE  Alectoris rufa 
Fairly common resident (Birds at West Bexington probably refer to released birds 
from the Puncknowle estate) 
 
Noted regularly throughout the year including during the breeding season but, seemingly in 
fewer numbers. Perhaps fewer birds have been released in recent years. 
 
Certainly no evidence of breeding in 2020. 
 
COMMON PHEASANT   Phasianus colchicus 
Common resident 
 
Breeds at both West Bexington and Cogden.  
 
Noted regularly at both sites throughout the year. 
 
 
COMMON WILDFOWL MONTHLY MAXIMA AT WEST BEXINGTON (ADULTS ONLY) 
 

 Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 

Brent 
Goose 

1  12 1     17  3 22 

Canada 
Goose 

5 5 7 8 32  300 112 277 325  156 

Mute                          
Swan 

2  2 7 31 15 4 2 17 2 2 3 

Shelduck 
 

7 5 5 8 4 1 18 1 1   2 

Shoveler 
 

74 71 37 14  1    7 32 30 

Gadwall 
 

6 2 7 7  1     3 8 

Wigeon 
 

14 19 8 2    1  1 25 20 

Mallard 
 

55 14 16 10 12 5  10 10 31 53 39 

Pintail 
 

1 8  2      7 3 4 

Teal 
 

80 23 15 22    8 2 34 26 29 

Pochard 
 

1           1 

Tufted 
Duck 

61 62 40 11 8 2 1  1  7 66 
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BRENT GOOSE    Branta bernicla   
Uncommon winter visitor  
 

Dark-bellied Brent Goose  Branta bernicla bernicla 
 
West Bexington 1 on 19th Jan, 12 east on 17th Mar, 1 on 5th Apr then  
and Cogden 4 on 24th Oct, 3 east on 5th Nov, 1 east on 11th Nov, 1 on the 

Mere from 18th to 28th Nov and 22 over the village on 20th Dec. 
 
Pale-bellied Brent Goose   Branta bernicla hrota  
 
West Bexington 1 on the Mere on 22nd and 23rd Jan, 3 east on 6th Sept and  

17 west on 11th Sept. 
 

 
 
Canada Goose and Pale-bellied Brent Goose (West Bexington 22nd January 2020) 
 
CANADA GOOSE    Branta canadensis  
Common resident, breeding occasionally 
 

All records West Bexington  See Wildfowl Table 
 

Did not breed here in 2020. 
 
Max count: West Bexington - 325 birds on 1st Oct. 
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PINK-FOOTED  GOOSE   Anser brachyrhynchus  
Rare winter visitor  
 
West Bexington One was seen flying west from East Bexington with Canada 

Geese on 9th Oct.  
 
It is highly likely that this bird had made a local movement from Seaton, Devon where 
one had been since 28th Sept. Despite being with feral birds it was almost certainly wild as 
migrant geese, when alone, will often associate with other geese species. 
 
WHITE-FRONTED GOOSE  Anser albifrons  
Rare winter visitor  
 
Cogden Five Russian Geese (sub-species albifrons) were seen flying 

west on 31st Oct.  
 
MUTE SWAN    Cygnus olor  
Common winter visitor, breeding occasionally 
  
West Bexington   See Wildfowl Table  
 

No breeding attempt in 2020. 
 
Significant Counts: West Bexington - 31 on 28th May was an exceptional count for 

this site. 
 
WHOOPER SWAN    Cygnus cygnus  
Rare winter visitor  
 
West Bexington 2 flew through west on 5th Oct. 
 
These birds were also seen at Cogden. They had been seen earlier at Abbotsbury  
Swannery and returned there later in the day.  
 
EGYPTIAN GOOSE   Alopochen aegyptiaca  
Rare visitor 
 
West Bexington  9 flew east on 5th Nov. 
 
Sightings of this feral Asian species are increasing in Dorset. 
 
COMMON SHELDUCK   Tadorna tadorna  
Common resident, mainly outside of the breeding season 
 
All records West Bexington See Wildfowl Table 
 
Max count: West Bexington - 18 west on 27 Jul. 
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NORTHERN SHOVELER   Spatula clypeata   
Common winter visitor 
 
All records West Bexington  See Wildfowl Table 
 
Numbers slightly up on 2019. 
 
GADWALL     Mareca strepera   
Uncommon winter visitor 
 
All records West Bexington See Wildfowl Table 
 
EURASIAN WIGEON   Mareca penelope   
Common winter visitor 
 
All records West Bexington See Wildfowl Table 
 
No particularly high counts. 
 
MALLARD     Anas platyrhynchos  
Common resident 
 
All records West Bexington  See Wildfowl Table 
 
Three broods noted at West Bexington. Breeding strongly suspected at Cogden but again 
no young were seen this year.  
 
In one case it appeared that a female Mallard with chicks was paired with a male Gadwall 
although the Gadwall was not seen attending the young directly and no hybrids were 
noted.  
 
PINTAIL     Anas acuta   
Uncommon winter visitor 
 
All records West Bexington  See Wildfowl Table 
 
Numbers slightly up on 2019. 
 
COMMON TEAL    Anas crecca   
Common winter visitor 
 
All records West Bexington  See Wildfowl Table 
 
COMMON POCHARD   Aythya ferina   
Scarce winter visitor 
 
All records West Bexington  See Wildfowl Table  
 
Just two records. 
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TUFTED DUCK    Aythya fuligula   
Winter visitor 
 
All records West Bexington  See Wildfowl Table  
 
The wintering flock peaked at 66 on 23rd Dec. Although a number of birds remained into 
the summer, just one pair bred this year. 
 
VELVET SCOTER    Melanitta fusca   
Scarce winter visitor and offshore migrant 
 
Cogden A single bird was seen flying west on 29th Feb. 
 
COMMON SCOTER   Melanitta nigra   
Winter visitor and offshore migrant 
 
Monthly Maxima and Monthly Bird Day Total West Bexington and Cogden 

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 

 5 5 27 22 15 124 8 5 60 9 15 

 5 7 72 48 17 429 20 10 91 24 15 

 
No particularly high counts; 124 on 8th Jul was the highest day count. 
 
Numbers slightly up on 2019. 
 
GOOSANDER     Mergus merganser  
Formerly rare now scarce winter visitor 
 
West Bexington  1 on 3rd Nov, 4 on 1st Dec and 2 on 12th Dec. All birds west. 
 
RED-BREASTED MERGANSER   Mergus serrator  
Rare winter visitor 
 
West Bexington  2 east on 5th Apr. 
 
Cogden 2 west on 3rd Dec.  
 
NIGHTJAR     Caprimulgus europaeus  
Rare migrant 
 
West Bexington  One on 6th May 
 
This bird was accidently flushed from a pile of stones just below the Market Garden. Sadly, 
it could not be re-found. 
 
COMMON SWIFT    Apus apus  
Common spring and autumn migrant but declining 
 

First Seen  30th Apr 
Last Seen 10th Sept 
 
Significant Counts: West Bexington - 500+ on 10th Jul and 600 on 11th Jul. 
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COMMON CUCKOO   Cuculus canorus 
Scarce migrant 
 
West Bexington One seen on 18th May was the only record. 
 
STOCK DOVE    Columba oenas 
Resident at West Bexington and seen regularly at Cogden 
 

West Bexington  At least one pair was on territory in 2020.  
 

No significant counts. 
 
WOOD PIGEON    Columba palumbus  
Common resident at West Bexington and Cogden and breeds in good numbers  
 

No confirmed breeding in 2020, but it is sure to have taken place.  
 

No large autumn movements were recorded this year. 2,000 west on 4th Nov was the 
highest day count. 
 
COLLARED DOVE    Streptopelia decaocto  
Resident in West Bexington village 
 

West Bexington  A number of pairs were seen displaying / courting around the 
village. No nest sites were noted but breeding is sure to have 
taken place. 

 

No significant counts.  
 
WATER RAIL    Rallus aquaticus 
Winter visitor (recorded at both West Bexington and Cogden, may breed) 
 
Birds regularly heard and occasionally seen in both winter periods, but not recorded during 
the breeding season. 
 
MOORHEN     Gallinula chloropus 
Locally common resident  
 
Recorded regularly at West Bexington and Cogden throughout the year. Breeding 
confirmed at West Bexington (at least two pairs) and strongly suspected at Cogden. 
     
COMMON COOT    Fulica atra 
Locally common resident (numbers increase briefly late winter, but birds then 
disperse to breeding areas) 
 
Breeding confirmed at West Bexington (at least three pairs) and as with the previous 
species, strongly suspected at Cogden. 
 
Max Count:  West Bexington - 27 on 28th Jan. 
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LITTLE GREBE    Tachybaptus ruficollis  
Locally common breeding bird and occasional winter visitor  
 
West Bexington  At least 2 territories.  
 
Cogden   At least 1 territory.   
 
Breeding was not proven this year, but is sure to have taken place. 
 
In addition to the above, there was a winter records of 2 on 12th Jan, 1 on 3rd Feb and  
1 from 10th to 25th Nov. All at West Bexington. 
 
GREAT CRESTED GREBE  Podiceps cristatus  
Winter visitor (Records usually refer to birds feeding at sea on calm days)  
 
Birds were noted off West Bexington and Cogden feeding at sea. 
 
Monthly Maxima and Monthly Bird Day Totals 

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 

11 1 2 2  3     2 3 

43 2 7 4  9     6 7 

 
Annual trend (2000 onwards) 
 

Year 

2
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2
 

2
0
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1
 

2
0

1
0
 

2
0

0
9
 Pre-

2009
Avg. 

Total Bird 
Days 

78 69 88 78 117 163 31 120 190 179 144 41 49 

 

Seen regularly when conditions allowed, but not in particularly high numbers. 
  
As in 2019, there were a number of mid-summer records. 
 
BLACK-NECKED GREBE   Podiceps nigricollis  
Rare winter visitor and passage migrant 
 
West Bexington A summer plumaged bird on 22nd Mar.  
 
Cogden  5 reported on the sea off Cogden on 1st Dec. 
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Black-necked Grebe (West Bexington 22nd March 2020) 
 
OYSTERCATCHER   Haematopus ostralegus 
Uncommon passage migrant 
 
 

Monthly Maxima and Monthly Bird Day Totals at West Bexington and Cogden 

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 

  1 2 3 3 5 3 2  1  

  1 6 10 8 11 8 2  2  

 
As usual, most sightings noted in late spring and summer. The annual total was double 
that of 2019. 
 
NORTHERN LAPWING   Vanellus vanellus 
Scarce winter visitor, usually in hard weather (formerly bred in small numbers) 
 

West Bexington  2 on 23rd Jan and 1 on 30th Jan. Then, circa. 75 on 15th Oct, 
and Cogden  1 on 16th Oct, 15 on 17th Oct, 15 on 13th Nov, 17 on 18th Nov, 
  25 on 2nd Dec, 1 on 8th Dec and 1 on 21st Dec.  
 
 
No hard weather movements in 2020. 
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GOLDEN PLOVER     Pluvialis apricaria  
Scarce winter visitor, usually in hard weather 
 

West Bexington  175 on 2nd Mar, 200+ on 6th Mar, 245 on 22nd Oct, 1 on 8th Nov, 
 24 on 24th Dec, 5 on 29th Dec and 72 on 31st Dec. 
 
Cogden 7 on 5th Mar, 2 on 3rd Oct, 130 on 16th Oct, 212 on 18th Oct, 

100+ on 25th Oct, 117 in-off on 29th Oct and 63 west on  
31st Oct. 

 
As with Lapwing, no hard weather movements. Flocks of this species lingered over 
farmland along the coastal ridge between West Bexington and Cogden during March and 
October. The flocks frequently fragmented and the high count of 245 is likely to be under 
the true total. 
 
GREY PLOVER     Pluvialis squatarola  
Scarce winter visitor 
 

West Bexington  1 on 19th Sept. 
 
Cogden 2 west on 4th Oct. 
 

There is little to hold this species here. Birds are generally only picked up passing through   
and the three recorded are not likely to reflect the true position. 
 
GREAT RINGED PLOVER  Charadrius hiaticula 
Regular winter visitor and passage migrant, has bred recently 
 

Monthly Maxima at West Bexington and Cogden  

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 

1 1 1    3 3 4 2  1 

 
Passage birds noted from 19th July to 7th October. Just a lone bird lingering at Cogden in 
both winter periods. 
 

LITTLE RINGED PLOVER   Charadrius dubius 
Scarce passage migrant 
 

West Bexington 1 on 22nd Mar and 2 on 29th Mar. 
 
No autumn sightings this year. 
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Little Ringed Plover (West Bexington 29th March 2020) 
 
WHIMBREL     Numenius phaeopus 
Regular passage migrant mainly in spring 
 
Monthly Maxima and Monthly Bird Day Totals West Bexington and Cogden 

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 

   15 21  3 5     

   99 148  6 12     

 
Numbers slightly up on 2019, but no particularly high counts. 
 
 

EURASIAN CURLEW   Numenius arquata 
Uncommon visitor, mainly in spring and autumn 
 
West Bexington Singes on 12th Mar, 14th Mar, 25th Mar, 2nd Apr, 27th Apr,  

26th Jun and 16th Aug. 
 
Cogden Singes on 9th Jul, 16th Oct and 30th Oct. 
 
An average year. 
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BLACK-TAILED GODWIT   Limosa limosa 
Scare (but increasing) passage migrant and winter visitor 
 
West Bexington 3 lingered on 26th Jul, 1 on 12th Aug and 2 on 8th Dec. 
 
Cogden 4 west on 19th Jul and 4 on 15th Aug. 
 
BAR-TAILED GODWIT   Limosa lapponica 
Scare passage migrant 
 
West Bexington 15 west on 29th Apr then 3 arrived on 1st May with 2 lingering to 

9th May and 1 until 15th May. 
 
Cogden 1 west on 23rd Mar. 

 
No autumn records. 
 
TURNSTONE    Arenaria interpres 
Scare passage migrant mainly in spring 
 
West Bexington  1 on 5th May, 1 on 29th May and 3 east on 31st May. Then,  

1 on 5th Aug and 1 on 26th Aug. 
 

Cogden   2 east on 19th Jul, 2 on 15th Aug and 1 on 27th Aug. 
 
KNOT      Calidris canutus  
Scare passage migrant 
 
West Bexington  3 west on 30th Aug.  
 
Cogden   1 east on 19th Aug. 
 
SANDERLING    Calidris alba 
Regular spring and occasional autumn migrant 
 
Monthly Maxima and Monthly Bird Day Totals at West Bexington and Cogden 

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 

   1 75 12 7 8 2    

   1 212 17 24 23 2    

 
As usual, a strong spring bias to records. A total of 75 east on 18th May was the highest 
day count. 
 
DUNLIN     Calidris alpina 
Regular spring and autumn migrant but in very small numbers 
 

Monthly Maxima and Monthly Bird Day Totals at West Bexington and Cogden 

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 

  1 24 3 1 8 12   1  

  1 24 5 1 16 28   1  
 

No significant counts; 24 west on 28th Apr was the highest day count. 
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WOODCOCK    Scolopax rusticola 
Scarce winter visitor, usually in hard weather 
 
Cogden    1 on 28th Dec. 
 
Mild conditions in both winter periods resulted in just the one record. 
 
 

JACK SNIPE    Lymnocryptes minimus 
Scarce winter visitor 
 

West Bexington Just 1 from the beginning of the year rising to 2 on 21st Jan and 
5 from 5th Feb until 1st Mar at least. Then, 1 on 22nd Oct rising 
to 2 on 4th Nov and peaking at 5 on 9th Nov. Numbers then 
dropped with 4 on 7th Dec, 2 on 24th Dec and only 1 found at 
year end. 

  
Cogden   1 on 9th Oct. 
 
Outside of the passage periods it is likely that number of birds present is reasonably 
constant, but that counts fluctuate when birds disperse as water levels rise and fall during 
the winter. 
 

 
 
Jack Snipe (West Bexington 7th December 2020) 
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COMMON SNIPE    Gallinago gallinago  
Common winter visitor 
 

Monthly Maxima at West Bexington and Cogden 

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 

27 56 26 9     1 10 30 18 
 

56 on 5th Feb was the highest single count. 
 
COMMON SANDPIPER   Actitis hypoleucos 
Uncommon migrant 
 

West Bexington  2 on 19th Apr with 1 on 23rd and 24th Apr. Then, 1 on 27th Jun,  
 1 on 12th Jul, 3 on 20th Jul, 1 on 30th Jul, 1 on 30th Aug and 2 on 

5th Sept.  
An average year. 
 
GREEN SANDPIPER   Tringa ochropus 
Scarce migrant 
 

West Bexington  Singles on 30th Mar, 1st Apr and 2nd Apr. Then singles on  
17th Jul, 4th Aug and 16th Aug. 

 
An average year. 
 
COMMON REDSHANK   Tringa totanus  
Scarce migrant and occasional winter visitor 
 
West Bexington Singles on 12th Jul, 25th Aug and 30th Aug. 

 
No winter records in 2020. 

 
GREENSHANK    Tringa nebularia  
Scarce migrant 
 
West Bexington  2 on 16th Apr. 
 
Cogden   1 on 17th Aug.  
 
KITTIWAKE     Rissa tridactyla 
Uncommon visitor in small numbers throughout the year and usually associated 
with stormy weather 
 

West Bexington 5 on 27th Jul, 1 on 18th Aug, 3 on 20th Aug, 19 on 21st Aug,  
10 on 25th Aug with singles on 6th Sept, 30th Sept, 1 Nov and 
3rd Nov.    

 
Cogden 2 west on 29th Feb, 1 on 1st Aug, 1 on 18th Aug, circa. 45 on  
 21st Aug, 8 on 24th Oct, and 13 on 23rd Dec. 
 
No large storm driven movements. 
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BLACK-HEADED GULL   Chroicocephalus ridibundus 
Common migrant and winter visitor. Regular in summer 
 

Seen throughout the year.  
 
Max Count: Cogden - 720 west on 9th Aug. 
 
LITTLE GULL    Hydrocoloeus minutus 
Scarce migrant and winter visitor 
 

West Bexington 2 on 25th Aug. 
 
Cogden 1 on 25th Aug (possibly same as above), 1 on 14th Nov. 
 
MEDITERRANEAN GULL        Ichthyaetus melanocephalus 
Uncommon visitor, increasing 
 
Monthly Maxima and Monthly Bird Day Totals West Bexington 

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 

61 26 6 2 4 14 119 90 23 45 100 220 

197 68 20 5 9 55 673 228 96 129 324 606 
 

The annual total was slightly up on 2019. 220 on 24th Dec was the highest day count. 
 
COMMON GULL    Larus canus 
Common winter visitor (formerly one of the commonest gulls in the winter gull 
roost) 
 

Common throughout both winter periods with 2,100 on 7th Dec being the highest single 
count. 
 
GREAT BLACK-BACKED GULL  Larus marinus 
Resident in small numbers but does not breed (numbers can increase in stormy 
weather)  
 

Recorded on most days with daily counts usually into double figures.   
 
Max Count: West Bexington - 53 on 3rd Sept. 

 
GLAUCOUS GULL    Larus hyperboreus 
Rare winter visitor 
 
West Bexington Second year birds was seen on 1st Feb and 18th Mar.  
 
See page 63 
 
ICELAND GULL    Larus glaucoides  
Rare winter visitor 
 
West Bexington A second year bird was seen on the 8th Jan and a first year bird 

on 17th Dec (and possibly again on 23rd Dec). 
  
See page 63  
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HERRING GULL    Larus argentatus argenteus 
Common breeding resident 
 
15 nests were counted in the small rooftop colony at West Bexington, all contained young. 
 
It is not clear why fewer nests were found this year. Numbers do fluctuate but a drop of six 
nests was unexpected.  
 
No significant counts. 
 
A leucistic bird was present at West Bexington from 22nd to 24th Dec. See page 63.  
 
AMERICAN HERRING GULL  Larus smithsonianus  
Very rare vagrant 
 
West Bexington  One around the Mere on 25th and 26th Jan. 
 
The first record for the recording area and only the second for Dorset. 
 
See Page 60. 
 
CASPIAN GULL    Larus cachinnans 
Rare visitor 
 
West Bexington  A third calendar year bird on 26th Jan. 

 
 
YELLOW-LEGGED GULL   Larus michahellis  
Uncommon autumn visitor 
 
West Bexington A fourth calendar year bird (sub-adult with some black on the bill) on 
and Cogden 26th Jan and a second calendar year bird on 17th Mar.  

Juvenile birds began to arrive from 6th July and from then until  
18th Aug there were 31 sightings. A third calendar year bird was seen 
on 10th Oct and second calendar year birds on 30th Oct and 23rd Dec. 

 
 

LESSER BLACK-BACKED GULL Larus fuscus graeselli 
Regular winter visitor in relatively small numbers 
 

Recorded regularly in both winter periods but only in small numbers. 
 
Max Count: West Bexington - 9 on 10th Mar. 
 

INTERMEDIOUS L B-backed GULL Larus fuscus intermedious  
 
West Bexington  Singles seen on 20th and 26th May.  
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Intermedious Lesser Black-backed Gull (West Bexington 20th May 2020) 
 
SANDWICH TERN    Thalasseus sandvicensis 
Frequent spring and autumn migrant 
 

All records West Bexington and Cogden 
Monthly Maxima and Monthly Bird Day Totals 

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 

  2 17 6 15 8 6 2    

  3 139 49 46 32 19 8    
 

First sighting   25th Mar 
Last Sighting  30th Sept 
 
Once again, this species was most prevalent in April. 
 
LITTLE TERN    Sternula albifrons 
Uncommon spring migrant 
 

West Bexington  2 lingering on 29th Apr. 
 
Cogden   1 on 13th Jul. 
 
Just two records, but this diminutive tern is easily missed. 
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COMMON TERN    Sterna hirundo 
A common spring migrant and summer visitor  
 

This species is only regularly recorded in summer when the nearby breeding colony at 
Abbotsbury becomes established. When this colony fails there is a corresponding 
reduction in sightings of this species and other terns.  
 

All records West Bexington and Cogden 
Monthly Maxima and Monthly Bird Day Totals 

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 

   5 8 20 46 1     

   20 59 89 151 1     
 

First sighting   5th Apr 
Last Sighting  1st Aug 
 
An average year. 
 
ARCTIC TERN    Sterna paradisaea  
Uncommon migrant 
 
West Bexington  1 on 25th Aug. 
 
Although a number of ócommicô terns were seen, just one was identified as this species. 
 
GREAT SKUA    Stercorarius skua 
Uncommon migrant in spring and autumn 
 
West Bexington 7 east on 29th Apr, 2 west on 8th Jul and 1 on 25th Aug. 
 
Cogden 3 on 23rd May, 2 on 6th Jun, 2 west on 27th Jul, 3 west on  

2nd Aug, 2 west on 25th Aug, 2 on 4th Oct, 2 on 31st Oct and  
1 on 1st Nov. 

 
A good year for sightings. 
 
ARCTIC SKUA    Stercorarius parasiticus 
Regular but uncommon migrant in spring and autumn 
 
West Bexington 1 on 5th Apr, 1 east on 5th Jul and 3 west on 8th Jul. 
 
Cogden 1 on 26th Jun, 6 on 9th Jul, 2 on 13th Jul with singles on 18th Jul, 

2nd Aug, 17th Aug, 19th Aug and 24th Oct. 
 

COMMON GUILLEMOT   Uria aalge 
Uncommon visitor usually early and late winter 
 

West Bexington Just single figure counts in either winter period.   
and Cogden   
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RAZORBILL     Alca torda 
Uncommon visitor usually early and late winter 
 

West Bexington  Other than 19 counted on 24th Jan, just single figure counts 
and Cogden   in either winter period.   
 
One beached on 8th Nov appeared to be lightly oiled.                    

 
RED-THROATED DIVER   Gavia stellata 
Fairly common winter visitor (records refer to birds settled on the sea or flying close 
inshore to a different feeding area) 
 

Monthly Maxima and Monthly Bird Day Totals at West Bexington and Cogden 

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 

9 2 1 1       4 14 

25 2 5 5       11 33 
 

Annual trends (1998 onwards) 
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An average year but the annual total was boosted by strong numbers in December. The 
14 recorded on the last day of the year represents the highest day count for that month. 
 
BLACK-THROATED DIVER  Gavia arctica  
Rare winter visitor 
 
West Bexington  A 2nd calendar year bird lingered from 9th to 19th May. 
 
The first record for a number of years.  
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GREAT NORTHERN DIVER  Gavia immer  
Scarce winter visitor 
 
West Bexington Singles on 5th Apr, 16th May, 22nd May and 25th Jun. Then,   
and Cogden 2 together from 21st Jul to at least 16th Aug. One from 30th Aug 

to 1st Sept, a different bird east on 2nd Sept, 2 on 4th and  
5th Sept, then one from 6th to 10th Sept, 1 on 15th Sept, another 
from 21st to 27th Sept, 2 on 29th and 30th Sept, 1 on 9th Oct, 
single birds moving west on 29th, 30th and 31st Oct, 2 on  
1st Nov, 2 on 14th Nov and 1 on 22nd Nov. 

 
Not so scarce in 2020, an excellent set of records. Especially of note were the two second 
calendar year birds that were present (together) from 21st Jul until at least 16th Aug.  
 
STORM PETREL    Hydrobates pelagicus  
Rare summer visitor/passage migrant 
 
West Bexington 1 lingered on 27th Jul.  
 
Cogden 1 on 29th June and 1 on 25th Aug. 
 
NORTHERN FULMAR   Fulmarus glacialis  
Regular visitor (Birds breed nearby on cliffs at Burton Bradstock) 
 

Monthly Maxima and Monthly Bird Day Totals 

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 

1 2  5 4 9 4 21 1    

1 2  15 16 22 12 40 2    
 

As usual, most birds were noted during the nest prospecting/breeding season. This 
species is thought to be significantly under-recorded. 
 
21 through during stormy weather on 25th August was noteworthy. 
 
MANX SHEARWATER   Puffinus puffinus 
Fairly common passage migrant in spring and early summer 
 
Monthly Maxima and Monthly Bird Day Totals 

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 

  11 1 46 28 185 2     

  11 2 53 33 543 3     

 
 There were several 100+ counts in Jul with 185 on the 26th the highest. 
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BALEARIC SHEARWATER  Puffinus mauretanicus  
Rare late summer visitor/passage migrant 
 
Monthly Maxima and Monthly Bird Day Totals 

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 

     9 31 4 4 1   

     20 115 12 4 1   

 
An upturn in sightings reflecting a general upturn in the number of birds seen in the 
eastern area of Lyme Bay in 2020. 
 

 
 
Dead Balearic Shearwater (West Bexington 14th July 2020)  
 
In global terms, this is the rarest species of bird that has ever been recorded here. The 
birds breed in the Balearic Islands and then disperse into the Bay of Biscay, with immature 
birds moving further north into British Waters where they are seen regularly in Lyme Bay. 
The species is critically endangered and the world population is estimated to be as few as 
10,000 to 30,000 birds. 
 
Sadly, this bird was picked up dead on the beach. It was a juvenile that was very 
underweight and had a huge parasitic load in its stomach. 
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WHITE STORK    Ciconia ciconia  
Very rare passage migrant but now also subject to reintroduction schemes in 
various parts of Europe including the UK (This species does not currently form part 
of the West Bexington and Cogden list) 
  
West Bexington A ringed bird, assumed to be from the reintroduction scheme 

underway at Knepp Castle in Sussex, flew through west on  
14th Oct. 

 
NORTHERN GANNET   Morus bassanus  
Frequent visitor offshore throughout the year 
 
Monthly Maxima and Monthly Bird Day Totals 

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 

22  14 164 22 24 356 68 11 35 20 10 

38  221 650 169 82 639 212 59 158 111 55 

 
Bird days 45% up on 2019.  
 
Significant Counts:  West Bexington - 356 west on 27th Jul.  
 
EUROPEAN SHAG    Phalacrocorax aristotelis   
Scarce visitor  
 

West Bexington 2 east on 13th Sept and 1 on 5th Nov. 
 

 
 
Shag (West Bexington 5th November) 
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GREAT CORMORANT   Phalacrocorax carbo  
Common visitor with 2 or 3 birds seen on most days flying past West Bexington. 
Sometimes noted flying inland through the Grove, possibly en route to the fish farm 
at Berwick  
 
Seen most days but no notable counts in 2020. 14 together on 3rd Nov was the highest 
single count. 
 
CONTINENTAL CORMORANT  Phalacrocorax carbo sinensis 
 
West Bexington  1 on 5th Apr. 
 
The sinensis form of Cormorant is probably a regular visitor to the recording area but is 
rarely looked for. Candidate birds need to be scrutinised closely enough to note that the 
so-called gular pouch angle is within range, this almost always requires a photograph. 
Adult Continental Cormorants in breeding plumage are usually noticeable birds with much 
white around the head and neck, as was the case with the bird on the 5th March. In fact the 
bird was so striking that it ódemandedô a photograph which in turn allowed us to determine 
its race.   
 

 
 
Continental Cormorant (West Bexington 5th April 2020) 
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GLOSSY IBIS    Plegadis falcinellus  
Rare vagrant 
 
West Bexington 1 flew west on 20th Oct. 
 
This bird had previously been seen at Abbotsbury Swannery. It was part of an influx into 
the county that day with at least 8 birds seen. 
 

  
 
Glossy Ibis (West Bexington 20th October 2020) 
 
CATTLE EGRET    Bubulcus ibis   
Rare migrant and visitor 
 
Cogden   9 birds flew through west on 18th Jul. 
 
The only record of the year. 
 
GREY HERON    Ardea cinerea   
Scarce visitor (most records seem to relate to the post breeding dispersal of family 
groups, just the odd one or two wandering birds noted at other times of the year) 
 

Monthly Maxima and Monthly Bird Day Totals at West Bexington and Cogden 

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 

 1 1 3 4 5 4 2 3 1 1  

 2 4 9 9 14 15 4 6 2 2  

 
Sightings slightly up on 2019. 
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GREAT WHITE EGRET   Ardea alba   
Scarce visitor but becoming more regular 
 

West Bexington  2 west on 18th Sept. 
 

Just one record again his year. 
 
LITTLE EGRET    Egretta garzetta   
Uncommon visitor (despite suitable habitat, birds do not usually linger here) 
 
Monthly Maxima and Monthly Bird Day Totals at West Bexington  

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 

4 1 3 2 1 2 8 14 1 2 1 1 

6 1 8 6 1 7 13 52 1 3 2 1 
 

A record annual count due largely to a flock of 10 birds that visited Big Pond on several 
dates in early August. 
 
OSPREY     Pandion haliaetus  
Scarce Migrant 
 
West Bexington 1 east on 17th Jun. 
 

 
 
Osprey (West Bexington 17th June 2020) 
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EURASIAN SPARROWHAWK  Accipiter nisus   
Fairly common resident (breeds at both West Bexington and Cogden and often seen 
hunting the area) 
 
A similar status to 2019 with single birds seen throughout the year. No evidence of 
breeding. 
 
MARSH HARRIER    Circus aeruginosus 
Scarce (formerly rare) winter visitor 
 
West Bexington An adult female regularly from 19th to 24th Jan, unaged birds on  

12th Feb, 14th Feb, 23rd Feb and 3rd Mar. An adult female from 
13th to 20th Apr, a male flew out to sea on 12th May, singles on 
9th, 12th and 18th Jun. One on 10th Sept, 1 on 26th Sept, a 
female/immature bird from 5th to 14th Dec.   
 

Cogden 1 on 17th Mar and 1 on 11th Jul. 
 
RED KITE     Milvus milvus 
Uncommon but increasing passage migrant  
 
West Bexington Singles on 21st, 22nd, 23rd and 28th Mar (the bird on the 22nd 

was wing-tagged). 5 on 10th Apr, 5 on 13th Apr and 1 on  
 19th Apr. 1 on 8th May, 1 on 9th May then an impressive 

movement of 117 birds west on 10th May. 2 on 21st May, 1 on 
31st May and 1 on 4th Jun. Then, 1 on 19th Sept and 2 on  

 14th Oct. 
 
Cogden 2 on 22nd Mar, 1 on 21st May, 1 on 27th May and 1 on 16th Oct. 
 
There was a significant movement of Red Kites along the south coast on 10th May. The 
117 that passed through West Bexington in a little over two hours, seems to have been the 
largest count in Dorset (and is a site day record), but 3-400 birds were eventually logged in 
Cornwall. It is thought these are wandering immature, non-breeding birds that eventually 
return to their native areas. 
 

COMMON BUZZARD   Buteo buteo  
Common resident and passage migrant (often seen hunting over the area and 
sometimes breeds)  
 
Although displaying birds were noted at West Bexington and Cogden and young birds 
soliciting food were heard calling at both sites, there was no firm evidence of breeding 
within the recording area in 2020. 
 
6 east on 2nd May was the highest day count. 
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BARN OWL     Tyto alba 
Scarce visitor breeding occasionally 
 

West Bexington Adults were seen hunting during the early hours of several 
days during June and July. Young birds were heard calling 
from their nest barn mid to late Aug and two young were seen 
in an open barn on 13th Sept. 

 
Cogden 1 was seen on 9th Sept. 
 
Good to have this species breeding again after losing one of the regular pair in 2019. 
 

 
 
Barn Owl (West Bexington 15th June 2020) 
 
TAWNY OWL    Strix aluco  
Uncommon resident, thought to breed 
 

West Bexington As in 2019, birds were heard calling around the village on 
several dates.  

 
No confirmed breeding. Nest boxes at West Bexington and Cogden were unused. 
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SHORT-EARED OWL   Asio flammeus 
Rare winter visitor 
 

West Bexington Singles on 31st Jan, 1st Sept, 11th Oct, 21st Oct, and 29th Nov. 
 
Cogden One found dead on 16th Mar, 2 together on 3rd Oct and 1 on 

22nd Oct. 
 
A reasonable set of sightings. 
 
HOOPOE     Upupa epops  
Rare vagrant 
 
West Bexington  Two together in a private garden on 6th Apr.  
 
This was the first multiple arrival in the recording area for this species. The birds were 
present for at least an hour and were videoed by the lucky house owner. 
 
KINGFISHER    Alcedo atthis  
Rare migrant and winter visitor 
 

West Bexington  One on 17th Jul. 
 
Cogden   One on 7th Sept. 
  
WRYNECK     Jynx torquilla  
Scarce passage migrant 
 
Cogden   1 on 11th Sept and 1 on 1st Oct. 
 
Both birds proved to be very elusive and were only seen by their finder. 
 
GREAT SPOTTED WOODPECKER Dendrocopos major 
Uncommon resident, a breeding bird at both West Bexington and Cogden 
 
Seen regularly at both sites. 
 
West Bexington  A juvenile was seen on 20th Jun. 
 
There was no confirmed breeding at Cogden this year although drumming was heard and 
is sure to have taken place there. 
 
GREEN WOODPECKER   Picus viridis 
Uncommon resident, a breeding bird at both West Bexington and Cogden 
 

Seen and heard regularly at both sites. 
 

West Bexington  Juveniles were noted on 12th Jul and 9th Aug. 
 
There was no confirmed breeding at Cogden this year although 3 birds seen together on 
12th Jul were likely to have been a family group. 
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COMMON KESTREL   Falco tinnunculus  
Fairly common resident (birds seen hunting over the area all year)  
 
Individual birds were seen at West Bexington and Cogden throughout the year. 
 
Two pairs bred successfully at West Bexington. The nest site of one pair was visible and 
easily monitored. Three fully fledged young were eventually seen to leave the nest. 
 

 
 
Three juvenile Kestrels at their nest site (West Bexington 14th June 2020) 
 

MERLIN     Falco columbarius 
Scarce winter visitor and passage migrant 
 
West Bexington Singles seen on 1st Mar, 1st May, 5th May, 1st Sept, 1st Oct,  
 4th Oct, 9th Oct, 22nd Oct, 13th Nov and 29th Nov (chasing a 

Yellowhammer). 
 
Cogden Singles on 30th Aug, 28th Sept, 29th Sept, 7th Oct and 9th Oct 

(feeding on a Robin). One from 12th to 18th Oct and  
1 on 25th Oct.   

  
 
An excellent series of sightings. It was good to have lingering birds but sadly none stayed 
into the winter. 
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EURASIAN HOBBY   Falco subbuteo 
Fairly common passage migrant  
 
West Bexington  Singles on 11th May, 19th Jun, 7th Jul, 12th Jul, 28th Jul and 

31st Jul. A juvenile bird on 4th Aug, singles on 14th and  
15th Aug. A juvenile on 18th Sept and 1 on 28th Sept. 

 
Cogden 1 on 23rd May and 2 on 28th Aug. 
 
A good series of sightings and it was nice to see some juvenile birds in the mix. 
 

 
 
Juvenile Hobby (West Bexington 18th September 2020) 
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PEREGRINE FALCON   Falco peregrinus   
Fairly common visitor (mostly winter but also other times of the year)  
 
West Bexington  1 on 12th Mar, 1 on 19th May, 2 on 18th Jul, 1 on 1st Aug, 1 on 

4th Aug, 1 on 16th Aug, 1 on 2nd Sept and 1 on 16th Sept. 1 on 
11th Oct, 1 on 13th Oct, 1 on 22nd Oct, 1 on 2nd Nov and 1 on 
13th Nov. 

 
Cogden   1 on 6th Apr and 1 on 2nd Sept. 
 
RED-BACKED SHRIKE   Lanius collurio  
Rare passage migrant 
 

Cogden   An adult male on 8th Jun. 
 
The last Red-backed Shrike for the recording area was a juvenile at West Bexington in 
September 1991.  
 
GOLDEN ORIOLE    Oriolus oriolus  
Rare passage migrant  
 
West Bexington An immature male or female was seen flying west from West 

Bexington and was thought to have landed in a field near 
Cogden car park. Sadly it could not be re-found. 

 
The last Golden Oriole for the recording area was found near the boardwalk at Cogden in 
June 1994. 
 
JAY      Garrulus glandarius 
Scarce winter visitor and sometimes resident 
 

West Bexington 2 birds were seen regularly from the beginning of the year until 
the end of Apr. With the exception of just two other dates, only 
single birds were noted throughout the rest of the year. 

 
Cogden 2 on 18th Oct. 
 
No influxes this year. 
 
MAGPIE     Pica pica 
Common resident at both West Bexington and Cogden  
 

Bred at West Bexington and Cogden in 2020.  
 

Significant Counts:   West Bexington - 32 on 23rd Feb  
Cogden - 22 on 15th Oct. 

 
EURASIAN JACKDAW   Coloeus monedula 
Scarce breeding bird and common winter visitor 
 

Bred at West Bexington in 2020.  
 

No significant counts; 1,500 at West Bexington on 21st Oct was the highest day count.  
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ROOK     Corvus frugilegus 
Frequent visitor all year, but does not breed within the recording area ( birds seen 
feeding at West Bexington presumably originate from the Puncknowle rookery, but 
birds occasionally seen flying in from the west or the east, pointing to birds from 
further afield) 
 

No significant counts. 
  
CARRION CROW    Corvus corone  
Common resident at both West Bexington and Cogden. Breeds in small numbers 
 

Bred at West Bexington (several pairs) and Cogden in 2020. 
 

No significant counts. 
 

COMMON RAVEN    Corvus corax 
Uncommon visitor to both West Bexington and Cogden  
 
Monthly Maxima and Monthly Bird Day Totals West Bexington and Cogden  

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 

2 2 3 2 2 1 3 4 6 2 2 2 

8 4 7 9 10 1 9 13 20 9 8 14 
 

Numbers down on 2019.  
 
COAL TIT     Periparus ater 
Uncommon resident at both West Bexington and Cogden  
 

West Bexington Seen infrequently and heard singing on only a handful of 
occasions. 

 

For a few years now this species has only been recorded in low numbers. 
 
BLUE TIT     Cyanistes caeruleus 
Common resident at both West Bexington and Cogden  
 

Breeding confirmed at West Bexington and Cogden in 2020. 
 

GREAT TIT     Parus major 
Common resident at both West Bexington and Cogden  
 

Breeding confirmed at West Bexington and Cogden in 2020. 
. 
BEARDED TIT     Panurus biarmicus 
Locally frequent winter visitor, mainly to West Bexington 
 

 
West Bexington 5 flew west on 11th Oct, and at least 3 present on 9th Nov. 
 
Cogden 4 on 15th Oct and 3+ on 25th Oct. 
 

All four records are likely to relate to the same birds. 
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WOODLARK    Lullula arborea  
Rare visitor/passage migrant 
 
Cogden   1 over on 29th Sept and 2 west on 16th Oct. 
 
SKYLARK     Alauda arvensis 
Common resident and winter visitor at both West Bexington and Cogden  
 

A similar picture to last year with at least 20 territories at both West Bexington and Cogden 
and breeding confirmed at both sites. 
 

Significant Counts:  Passage - West Bexington: Circa. 150 west on 7th Oct,  
       circa. 200 on 15th Oct and circa. 1,000 on 4th Nov.  

 
Only wintered in low numbers. 
 
SAND MARTIN    Riparia riparia 
Frequent migrant in spring and autumn 
 

First Seen 19th Mar.   
Last Seen 15th Sept. 
 

No significant Counts; 113 west on 18th Jul was the highest day count. 
 

BARN SWALLOW    Hirundo rustica 
Common migrant in spring and autumn 
 

First Seen 5th Apr.  
Last Seen 4th Nov. 
 

Bred at West Bexington in 2020 with a minimum of two pairs.  
 

Significant Counts: West Bexington - 2,000+ on 9th Sept, 1,500+ on 14th Sept, 
          3,000+ on 15th Sept and 2,000 on 21st Sept. 
 
 Cogden -             Circa. 1,000 lingering on 18th Oct.   

   

HOUSE MARTIN    Delichon urbica 
Common migrant in spring and autumn 
 

First Seen 15th Apr.           
Last Seen 17th Oct. 
 

Significant Counts: West Bexington - 2,000+ west on 17th Sept, 1,000 west on  
25th Sept and 4,800 east on 3rd Oct (many of 
which had probably roosted in the village 
overnight). 
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CETTI`S WARBLER   Cettia cetti 
Uncommon and local resident at West Bexington and Cogden 
 

Due to reduced coverage, no territory counts were made in 2020. However, singing males 
were noted at traditional sites and breeding was confirmed at both West Bexington and 
Cogden. 
 

 
 

 
 

Newly fledged Cettiôs Warbler (Cogden 7th June 2020) 
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LONG-TAILED TIT     Aegithalos caudatus 
Common resident at both West Bexington and Cogden  
 

Breeding confirmed at both West Bexington and Cogden in 2020. 
 

Feeding parties were seen regularly during the year, but there were no flocks over seven, 
perhaps reflecting a poor breeding season. 
 
YELLOW-BROWED WARBLER  Phylloscopus inornatus 
Rare vagrant 
 

West Bexington One seen and photographed in the market garden on 19th Oct, 
another heard on 10th Nov near Labour-in-Vain farm.  

 
WILLOW WARBLER   Phylloscopus trochilus 
Common passage migrant   
 

First Seen 4th Apr 
Last Seen 18th Sept 
 

Other than a reasonable arrival on 4th Apr which produced our first birds of the year, 
movements were fairly routine this year.  
 
COMMON CHIFFCHAFF   Phylloscopus collybita 
Common breeding summer visitor and passage migrant. Uncommon winter visitor 
 

West Bexington  No counts of territories in 2020, but confirmed breeding at both  
and Cogden   sites. 
 
First Seen  9th Mar 
Last Seen 23rd Nov 
 

Wintering birds:       West Bexington - Single birds seen regularly throughout first winter  
and Cogden period. Up to 4 recorded in the second. 

 
Good day counts of migrants recorded e.g. on 19th Mar (50) and from mid-Sept to mid-Oct 
(regularly over 30). 
 
SIBERIAN CHIFFCHAFF    Phylloscopus collybita tristis 
 
West Bexington 1 from 9th to 20th Mar, 1 (perhaps 2) on 22nd Dec. 
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Siberian Chiffchaff (West Bexington 12th March 2020) 
 
SEDGE WARBLER    Acrocephalus schoenobaenus 
Uncommon breeding summer visitor and locally common passage migrant  
 

West Bexington  Singles on 16th and 19th Apr, 1 singing on 21st Apr, singles on 
22nd and 28th Apr and 1 singing on 21st May. Then, 1 on  
18th Jul, 2 on 22nd and 23rd Jul, 1 on 29th Jul, singles on 3rd, 6th, 
7th, 8th and 11th Aug, 4 on 12th Aug, 2 on 16th Aug, 1 on  
24th Aug and 1 on 31st Aug. Singles on 2nd, 11th and 14th Sept, 
3 on 21st Sept. 

  
Cogden Singles on 30th Aug and 17th Sept. 
 
First Seen 16th Apr     
Last Seen 21st Sept 
 
Again only a modest passage. This species did not breed within the recording area again 
this year. 
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REED WARBLER    Acrocephalus scirpaceus 
Locally common breeding summer visitor and passage migrant  
 

West Bexington  At least 18 singing males and breeding confirmed. 
 

Cogden At least 17 singing males and breeding confirmed. 
  
First Seen 6th Apr 
Last Seen 21st Sept 
 
A similar count of singing males to 2019.  
 
GRASSHOPPER WARBLER  Locustella naevia 
Scarce passage migrant in spring and autumn 
 
West Bexington Reeling birds on 10th Apr, 17th Apr, 18th Apr (2), 22nd Apr and 

4th May. Then 2 on 31st Aug and 1 on 2nd Sept. 
 
First Seen 10th Apr     
Last Seen 2nd Sept 
 

 
 
Grasshopper Warbler (West Bexington 22nd April 2020) 
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BLACKCAP     Sylvia atricapilla 
Common breeding summer visitor and passage migrant. Uncommon winter visitor 
 

No counts of singing birds, but numbers considered to be in line with recent years and 
breeding confirmed at both West Bexington and Cogden. 
 

First Seen 20th Mar 
Last Seen 16th Oct 

 

Winter Records West Bexington - Single birds noted infrequently in the first    
winter period. 4 seen on 10th Nov but only                           
singles from then until year end. 
 
 

GARDEN WARBLER   Sylvia borin 
Uncommon passage migrant 
 

West Bexington 1 on territory from 23rd Apr to 16th Jun. Then, 2 on 13th Aug,  
1 on 5th Sept and a late bird on 10th Nov. 

 
 
LESSER WHITETHROAT   Sylvia curruca 
Uncommon breeding summer visitor and passage migrant 
  
West Bexington  No formal survey this year, but it was felt numbers were   
and Cogden   down on 2019. 
 
Breeding confirmed at West Bexington. 
   
First Seen 14th Apr    
Last Seen 27th Sept 
 
COMMON WHITETHROAT  Sylvia communis 
Common breeding summer visitor and passage migrant 
 

West Bexington A similar picture to the last few years with 15-20 singing males  
and Cogden  at each site. 
 
Breeding confirmed at both sites in 2020.  
    

First Seen 12th Apr 
Last Seen 1st Oct 
 
DARTFORD WARBLER   Sylvia undata  
Scarce passage migrant and winter visitor 
 
West Bexington  1 on 13th Oct at the back of the Mere. 
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FIRECREST     Regulus ignicapilla 
Scarce passage migrant mainly in late autumn and occasional winter visitor 
 

West Bexington 1 on 4th Jan, 1 on 9th Jan, 1 on 19th Jan, 1 on 3rd Feb, 1 on  
20th Feb, 1 on 1st Mar, 2 together on 2nd Mar, 1 on 4th Mar, 1 on 
16th Mar and 1 on 23rd Mar. Then, 1 on 4th Nov, 2 together on 
9th Nov and 1 on 31st Dec. 

 
Cogden 1 on 11th Sept, 1 on 3rd Oct, 2 on 12th Oct, 1 on 4th Nov and  

1 on 30th Nov. 
A good set of records.  
 

 
 
Firecrest (West Bexington 2nd March 2020) 
 
GOLDCREST    Regulus regulus 
Common resident and winter visitor 
 

West Bexington Heard singing and breeding suspected in the village. Recorded 
all year round. 

 

Cogden   Seen and heard regularly. 
 
No confirmed breeding and usually only encountered when foraging outside of the 
breeding season. 
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WREN     Troglodytes troglodytes 
Common breeding Bird at West Bexington and Cogden 
 

Successfully bred at West Bexington and Cogden in 2020. 
 
COMMON STARLING   Sturnus vulgaris 
Common resident at West Bexington. Also common winter visitor sometimes 
forming large roosts in the reed beds  
 

Breeding confirmed at West Bexington. 
 

Roosts  West Bexington - a roost formed in the nature reserve in early Nov with 
estimates of 10-15K birds to at least 18th Nov. 

 
 Cogden - 6K roosted on 22nd Nov and it is likely birds had moved here from 

West Bexington. By year end it was estimated that around 13K were roosting 
each evening. 

 
RING OUZEL    Turdus torquatus 
Scarce migrant 
 

Cogden 1 on 12th Oct. 
 
A poor year. 
 
BLACKBIRD     Turdus merula 
Common resident at West Bexington and Cogden. Also common winter visitor 
 

Breeding confirmed at West Bexington and Cogden in 2020. 
 

No significant counts. 
 
FIELDFARE     Turdus Pilaris 
Uncommon winter visitor although numbers can increase significantly during hard 
weather 
 

West Bexington Circa. 100 on 15th Oct, 50 west on 4th Nov and 1 on 20th Nov. 
 
Cogden 6 on 16th Oct. 
 

No hard weather movements in 2020.  
 

REDWING     Turdus iliacus   
Uncommon winter visitor although numbers can increase significantly during hard 
weather 
 

West Bexington  A few counts in Jan peaking at 10 on 17th. Several counts  
and Cogden   in December but none over 5. 
  

As with the previous species, no hard weather movements in 2020. 
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SONG THRUSH    Turdus philomelos 
Common resident at West Bexington and Cogden. Also common winter visitor 
 
Breeding was confirmed at Cogden and West Bexington.  
 
No significant counts. 
 
 
MISTLE THRUSH    Turdus viscivorus 
Uncommon winter visitor and occasional breeding bird 
 

West Bexington Two or three seen most days from the beginning of the year 
into March. Then, again from the end of October to the end of 
the year. 
 

Not noted during the breeding season in 2020.  
 
SPOTTED FLYCATCHER   Muscicapa striata 
Uncommon passage migrant mainly in autumn - declining 
 

First Seen  29th Apr 
Last Seen 27th Sept 
 
West Bexington 1 on 29th Apr and 1 on 6th May. Then, 2 on 11th Aug, 2 on  

19th Aug, 2 on 28th Aug, 1 on 31st Aug, 1 on 6th Sept, 3 on  
10th Sept, 1 on 16th Sept, 1 on 22nd Sept and 1 on 27th Sept. 

 
Cogden 1 on 29th Aug, 1 on 30th Aug, 4 on 31st Aug, 4 on 4th Sept, 1 on 

6th Sept and 1 on 18th Sept. 
 
A reasonable autumn passage but just two sightings in spring. 
 

ROBIN     Erithacus rubecula 
Common breeding bird at West Bexington and Cogden, also common winter visitor 
 

Successfully bred at West Bexington and Cogden in 2020.  
 
An influx noted on 18th Oct. 
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NIGHTINGALE    Luscinia megarhynchos  
Rare migrant 
 
West Bexington  A singing male from 19th Apr to 20th May. 
 

   
 
Nightingale (West Bexington 19th April and 12th May) Right-hand image © Gavin Haig 
 
This singing male was one of the highlights of the year. The Nightingale is a summer 
migrant and at the northern limits of its range in Britain. It is a scarce breeder in Dorset 
where it has been declining for several years. There is no history of it breeding locally and 
with seemingly unsuitable habitat we had no expectation that it would attract a mate and 
do so this year. The speciesô fabulous nocturnal song is of course designed to attract a 
mate which is usually achieved in the first two weeks of singing. Birds that sing for longer 
have usually failed to pair. This bird sang daily for 34 days after which it was assumed to 
abandoned its attempt, but just in case we tried to stimulate a response with playback, that 
too failed. The bird was not seen or heard again. 
 
PIED FLYCATCHER   Ficedula hypoleuca 
Scarce passage migrant, mainly in autumn 
 
West Bexington  1 on 11th and 12th Aug. 
 
Cogden   1 on 27th Aug. 
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BLACK REDSTART   Phoenicurus ochruros  
Scarce migrant and winter visitor 
 

West Bexington A male on 20th Jan. Then, a male from 22nd to 26th Oct with 
another male on 7th and 8th Nov. 2 on 19th Nov, 1 on 20th Nov,  
1 on 25th Nov and 2 on 6th Dec. 

 
Cogden 1 on 22nd Nov. 
 

 
 
Black Redstart (West Bexington 20th January 2020) 
 

COMMON REDSTART   Phoenicurus phoenicurus  
Uncommon passage migrant in spring and autumn 
 

West Bexington 1 on 11th Aug and 1 on 24th Aug 
 
Cogden 1 on 14th Aug, 2 on 15th Aug and 2 on 28th Aug. 
 

First Seen -  
Last Seen 28th Aug 
 
A disastrous year even allowing for reduced coverage because of the Covid 19 pandemic. 
A zero return in spring is unprecedented and autumn passage was well below average. 
 
 
 
 



 50 

WHINCHAT     Saxicola rubetra 
Passage migrant uncommon in spring, common in autumn   
 

First Seen 20th Apr   
Last Seen 22nd Oct 
 

Monthly Maxima and Monthly Bird Day Totals West Bexington and Cogden 

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 

   5   1 11 11 1   

   7   3 40 71 4   
 

A good autumn movement with numbers up on 2019. 
 
COMMON STONECHAT   Saxicola rubicola 
Widespread, but not common resident. Breeds in small numbers 
 

Breeding confirmed at West Bexington and Cogden with at least three pairs at each site.  
 

 
 
Common Stonechat (West Bexington 16th April 2020) 
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NORTHERN WHEATEAR   Oenanthe oenanthe 
Common passage migrant in spring and autumn   
 

First Seen 16th Mar     
Last Seen 17th Oct 
 

Monthly Maxima and Monthly Bird Day Totals West Bexington and Cogden 

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 

  28 32 5 1 2 47 31 15   

  62 166 26  7 261 211 99   
 

Spring passage was average and in line with 2019, but autumn was exceptional with the 
total bird count double that of 2019 and hopefully reflecting a good breeding season. 
 

Significant Counts:   West Bex/Cogden - 32 on 29th Apr, 47 on 30th Aug, 31 on 10th Sept. 
 

 
 
Northern Wheatear (probably race leucorhoa) (West Bexington 21st September 2020) 
 
HOUSE SPARROW   Passer domesticus 
Locally common resident in West Bexington village, but numbers much reduced 
compared to a decade or two before  
 

Bred around West Bexington village in 2020. 
 

Max count: West Bexington - Circa. 100 on several dates in village gardens. 
 

Numbers seem to be stable. 
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DUNNOCK     Prunella modularis  
Common breeding bird at West Bexington and Cogden 
 

Successfully bred at West Bexington and Cogden in 2020.   
 
YELLOW WAGTAIL   Motacilla flava flavissima 
Passage migrant mainly in autumn 
 

First Seen        - 
Last Seen 28th Sept 
 

Monthly Maxima and Monthly Bird Day Totals West Bexington and Cogden 

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 

      4 8 30    

      7 30 94    
 
 

The above table reflects birds seen on migration either passing through or feeding in fields 
within the recording area.  
 
No overnight roosts were formed and with cattle grazing away from coastal fields, 
recorded passage was again modest this year. 
 
GREY WAGTAIL    Motacilla cinerea 
Passage migrant mainly in autumn 
 

No spring records. As with the previous species, recorded migration was modest and just 
23 birds were noted from 28th Jun to 1st Oct.  
 

Winter: West Bexington - 1 on 1st Dec and 1 on 6th Dec. 
 

PIED WAGTAIL    Motacilla alba yarellii 
Regular throughout the year, also common autumn migrant 
   

Successfully bred at West Bexington in 2020. 
 

No significant counts. 7 together on 28th Dec were likely to be from a local roost. 
 

WHITE WAGTAIL     Motacilla alba alba 
 

West Bexington 1 on 14th Mar, 2 lingering from 26th to 29th Mar and 1 on  
19th Apr. Then, up to 7 lingering from 9th to 13th Sept, 1 on 14th 
Sept and 1 on 22nd Sept. 

 

óAlbaô  WAGTAIL 
 

No significant passage noted.  
 
MEADOW PIPIT    Anthus pratensis  
Primarily a winter visitor and passage migrant, breeding occasionally 
 

Cogden  One bird song-flighting on 12th May. 
 
Only wintered in low numbers. 
 
No significant movements, but three figure counts recorded on several dates that included: 
250 west on 11th Sept and 400+ west on 7th Oct.   
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TREE PIPIT     Anthus trivialis 
Uncommon passage migrant mainly in autumn   
 

West Bexington Singles on 19th Apr, 27th Aug and 30th Aug. 
 

The above records are unlikely to reflect the true position and it is thought that flyover 
calling birds are being missed. 
 
 
 

ROCK PIPIT     Anthus petrosus  
Scarce visitor to the recording area but a common resident to the west of Cogden at 
Burton Bradstock 
 

West Bexington  Singles on 16th Mar, 25th Mar and 5th Sept. 
 
COMMON CHAFFINCH   Fringilla coelebs  
Common resident at West Bexington and Cogden. Also passage migrant 
 

Confirmed breeding at West Bexington in 2020.  
 

No significant counts. 
 

COMMON BULLFINCH   Pyrrhula pyrrhula 
Common resident at West Bexington and Cogden  
 

Confirmed breeding at West Bexington and Cogden in 2020.  
 
There were no significant counts. 
 
GREENFINCH    Chloris chloris  
Declining resident and winter visitor at West Bexington and Cogden  
 

Confirmed breeding at West Bexington and Cogden in 2020.  
 
Although numbers remain modest, there has definitely been an improvement in the last 
couple years. 
 
LINNET     Carduelis cannabina  
Common resident and winter visitor at West Bexington and Cogden  
 

Confirmed breeding at West Bexington and Cogden.  
 

Max counts: Winter  West Bexington - 158 on 14th Feb. 
     

Passage Cogden - 620 east on 16th Oct. 
.  
LESSER REDPOLL   Acanthis cabaret  
Scarce migrant 
 
West Bexington  Singles figure counts on 17th, 18th, 20th, 26th and 27th Sept  
and Cogden    (mainly east), 13 east on 12th Oct and 22 west on 16th Oct. 
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COMMON CROSSBILL   Loxia curvirostra  
Scarce migrant 
 
Cogden   2 west on 12th Oct. 
 
GOLDFINCH     Carduelis carduelis  
Common resident and winter visitor at West Bexington and Cogden  
 

Seen throughout the year. Autumn juveniles were thought to be locally bred birds.  

 
No significant counts; a flock of 60 at West Bexington on 22nd Sept and 100+ west on  
7th Oct were the highest day counts. 
 
SISKIN     Spinus spinus  
Uncommon Migrant 
 
West Bexington  837 bird days (697 west, 140 east) between 4th and 25th Sept.  
and Cogden    115 west on 7th Oct. 
 
A good autumn passage, 105 on 6th Sept and 115 on 7th Oct were the highest day counts. 
 
CORN BUNTING    Emberiza calandra 
Uncommon visitor  
 

West Bexington  One was with a wintering Yellowhammer flock from the 
beginning of the year until the 23rd Mar (with 2 on 10th Jan).  

 1 on 25th and 27th Mar, 1 on 20th Apr, 1 on 22nd Apr, 2 on  
24th Apr and 2 on 1st May. A Male singing on 16th and 17th Jun 
(but not subsequently), then, 1 with Yellowhammer flock from 
10th Nov to the end of the year.   

 
Cogden 1 on 7th Aug.  
 
Did not breed in 2020. 
 
YELLOWHAMMER    Emberiza citrinella 
Common resident and winter visitor at West Bexington and Cogden  
 

Breeding confirmed at West Bexington and Cogden in 2020.  
 

Wintering birds:       West Bexington   - up to 47 from beginning of the year to 23rd Mar. 
           -  up to 32 from 13th Nov to the end of the year. 
 
REED BUNTING    Emberiza schoeniclus 
Locally common resident at West Bexington and Cogden  
 
West Bexington  3 territories and breeding confirmed. 
 
Cogden   5 territories and breeding confirmed. 
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ESCAPES 
 
Racing Pigeon 
Black Swan  
Domestic Goose hybrid 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  



 56 

RINGING AT WEST BEXINGTON 
 
Ringing at West Bexington only took place on one occasion this year. 
 
On 12th September 92 birds of 14 species were trapped, one of which was the re-trap of a 
Cettiôs Warbler first ringed in Aug 2016 and re-trapped twice in Sept 2017.  
 
Birds trapped included: 
 
Chiffchaff   41 
Willow Warbler    4 
Sedge Warbler  13 
Reed Warbler    1 
Pied Wagtail      4 
Blackcap    13 
Cettiôs Warbler    2 
Lesser Whitethroat     1 
 
With a few Wrens, Dunnocks, Robins, Great Tits and Blue Tits. 
 

The ringing total for this site now stands at 10,649 birds of 53 species. 
 

Ten most frequently caught species 2009-2020 
 

Swallow 2485 

Chiffchaff 1484 

Reed Warbler 1341 

Sedge Warbler 954 

Blackcap 931 

House Martin 656 

Yellow Wagtail 535 

Willow Warbler 465 

Sand Martin 342 

Blue Tit 305 
 
Eight least frequently caught species 2009-2020  
  
Kestrel         1 
Dunlin          1 
Green Woodpecker        1 
Bluethroat         1 
Common Redstart        1 
Yellow-browed Warbler       1 
Common Rosefinch        1 
Corn Bunting         1 
 
 
Selected Ringing Recoveries/Controls 
 

None available. 
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Colour Ringed Birds     
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P:42B Great Black-backed Gull (Red on White) 
Ringed as a Pullus at Portland Harbour on 20/06/14 
It was subsequently seen at:  

- Coverack, Cornwall on 27/02/15 
- West Bexington on 02/07/20 

 
2N46 Mediterranean Gull (Black on Yellow) 
Ringed as a Pullus at Pagham Harbour, Hampshire, United Kingdom on 24/06/19   
It was subsequently seen at:  

- San Lorenzo beach, Gijón, Asturias. Spain on 07/12/19  
- Cogden on 15/07/20 

 
P:88B Great Black-backed Gull (Red on White) 
Ringed as a Pullus at Portland Harbour on 25/06/15 
It was subsequently seen at:  

- Dawlish Warren on 13/09/16 
- Seaton (Axe Estuary) Devon on 27 date from 05/03/16 to 06/2/18 
- Otter Estury on 11/02/18 
- Seaton (Axe Estuary) Devon on 24/08/18 
- Seaton (Axe Estuary) Devon on 18/10/18 
- L'eree Airport Guernsey on 03/03/19 
- Swanage Bay on 13/05/19 
- Seaton (Axe Estuary) Devon on 4 dates from 08/08/19 to 02/11/19 
- West Bexington on 15/07/2020 

 
P:04D Great Black-backed Gull (Red on White) 
Ringed as a Pullus at Portland Harbour on 27/06/19 
It was subsequently seen at:  

- West Bexington on 15/07/20 
 
P:91D Great Black-backed Gull (Red on White) 
Ringed as a Pullus at Portland Harbour on 27/06/19 
It was subsequently seen at:  

- West Bexington on 15/07/20 
 
670 Herring Gull (White on Black) 
Ringed as a Pullus at Abbotsbury on 29/09/18   
It was subsequently seen at:  

- West Bexington on 17/07/20 
 
Z9KT Herring Gull (Black on Red) 
Ringed as a first calendar yYear bird at Pitsea Landfill Site, Essex on 15/11/14   
It was subsequently seen at:  

- West Bexington on 13/06/15 
- Cogden on 21/07/20 
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53M Great Black-backed Gull (Yellow on Black) 
Ringed as a Pullus at Le Havre, Seine-Maritime, Normandie on 26/06/13  
It was subsequently seen at:  

- Courseulles-sur-Mer Calvados France on 14/08/13 
- West Bexingnton Dorset on 03/06/14 
- Seaton (Axe Estuary) Devon on 04/07/15 
- Le Havre, Seine-Maritime, Normandie on 16/07/15 
- West Bexingnton Dorset on 08/04/16 
- Seaton (Axe Estuary) Devon on 03/10/16 
- Seaton (Axe Estuary) Devon on 09/05/17 
- West Bexingnton Dorset on 31/05/18 
- West Bexingnton Dorset on 22/07/20 

 
P:99C Great Black-backed Gull (Red on White) 
Ringed as a near adult at Axemouth, Devon on 27/01/19 
It was subsequently seen at:  

- Chard Junction Quarry on 02/05/19 
- Seaton (Axe Estuary) Devon on 22/09/19 
- Seaton (Axe Estuary) Devon on 06/10/19 
- Seaton (Axe Estuary) Devon on 27/11/19 
- West Bexington on 29/07/20 
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AMERICAN HERRING GULL West Bexington 25th and 26th January 2020 
 

 
 
On Saturday 25th Jan, Ian Mclean was birding at West Bexington with Alan and scanning 
a loafing flock of gulls, when he came across a strikingly dark bird. He couldnôt reconcile it 
as simply just a dark European Herring Gull and so set about taking a number of images. 
The flock eventually flew and Ian was unable to photograph the bird in flight, he did 
however see the bird in the air and was able to gain an impression of a dark rump and tail.  
 
That evening, Ian sent his images to Gavin Haig and myself seeking our opinion.  
Gavin responded with ñéWhat a striking bird! I guess you realised this is a candidate for 
American Herring Gull. It has some great features in favouréò Gavin then set out what he 
considered those features to be and finished with ñé.However, the tail and uppertail/rump 
patterns are crucialé. Please tell me you saw the features or - even better - have 
photos?...ò 
 
I had been in Bristol all day and didnôt see the images until very early the next morning 
and, unaware of the correspondence between Ian and Gavin, independently thought the 
bird was very likely an American Herring Gull; abandoning breakfast I immediately left for 
West Bexington. I met Alan there and together we searched the area where the bird was 
last seen. It wasnôt present there or on the nearby winter mere and after an hour or two we 
assumed it had moved on. However, we persevered and mid-morning I picked the bird up 
flying over the mere. It drifted over the beach and spent a minute or two wheeling around 
with other gulls before drifting off east. It hadn't been sat on the mere, so its sudden 
appearance is reflected in my snatched photos. Luckily, one shot was good enough to 
show the rump and tail confirming our suspicion, the bird was indeed an American Herring 
Gull.  
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The news brought birders to West Bexington that afternoon and the following day but sadly 
the bird could not be re-found. We thought that was the end of the story but three weeks 
later, on the 14th February, Steve Waite discovered the bird at Seaton, Devon, just 17 
miles to the west. It was only there for an hour before flying off and again it was thought 
that was that, but on the 2nd April the bird was found yet again at Penzance, Cornwall by 
Mashuq Ahmad. It was still present the following day but not seen subsequently. 
 

 
 
Description: 
 
Overall, the bird appeared robust and óheavy lookingô. It was more darkly toned than all of 
the immature European Herring Gulls present.  
 
The upper breast was dark brown but with a little mottling. The lower breast and belly were 
solidly dark brown and this single feature made the bird look so striking and perhaps 
explains how the bird was found and identified on three separate occasions.  
 
The fore-neck (which was lightly streaked) and head were pale and so contrasted with 
both the breast and the lower hind-neck/upper mantle.  
 
 In flight the bird showed, a solidly black and very neat tail although, at the only point the 
bird was seen from above, the tail was closed. The rump and uppertail coverts were 
strongly and densely barred showing little contrast with the lower back, the undertail 
coverts were also distinctively striped. 
 
The secondaries showed as a solidly dark bar, the tertials were dark with narrow pale tips. 
The greater covert bases were dark showing as a neat bar across their width. The bill was 
long, thick and parallel sided, it was largely pale with a dark tip. The legs were a washed-
out flesh colour, the eyes dark. 
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In our 2018 report we explained that in 2003 the British Ornithological Union had accepted 
that the Herring Gull in Europe is actually three good species: Caspian Gull Larus 
cachinnans, Yellow-legged Gull Larus michahellis and Herring Gull Larus argentatus. In 
2007, the BOU went further and recognised both American Herring Gull Larus 
smithsonianus and Armenian Gull Larus armenicus as full species rather than a race of 
Herring Gull. This decisions was óback datedô and the record of a first-winter American 
Herring Gull in Cheshire & Wirral in late February 1994 became the first British record.  
 
Subsequent to that record and to the end of 2019 there were 33 accepted records for 
Britain. The West Bexington bird was the 34th and the second recorded for Dorset 
following one found by James Lidster at Corfe Mullen Tip during March 2002. 
 
 

   
 
American Herring Gull (West Bexington 25th January 2020) © Ian McLean  
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óWhite-wingedô Gulls at West Bexington & Cogden in 2020 
 
Both Glaucous and Iceland Gulls, so called white-winged gulls, are scarce winter visitors 
to our recording area and are not noted annually. That said, some years go against this 
trend and in 2020 we enjoyed visits from two Glaucous Gulls, two Iceland Gulls and a 
white-winged gull that was neither.  
 

  
 

The year started with a juvenile Iceland Gull on the 8th of January. This was a slightly 
atypical bird in that it was large, Herring Gull sized in fact. 
 

 
 
Next was a fly-through Glaucous Gull on the 1st February, sadly it didnôt linger. 
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The second Glaucous Gull of the year appeared on the 18th March, a typically large óbruteô 
of a gullé 
 

 
 
éand towards the end of the year there was another Iceland Gull on 17th December. This 
one small and delicate looking.  
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The impostor arrived on the 22nd December and remained for at least three days. When 
we first saw that bird it was alone and flying overhead. It was obviously ówhite-wingedô and 
without a size comparison the relative length of its bill suggested it was likely a Glaucous 
Gull. I managed to capture a couple of images and viewing the first of these on the back of 
my camera we began to have doubts about this identification.  

 
The bird looked too slight for a Glaucous Gull, it fact it looked decidedly odd and so we 
thought we had better search for it and try to clinch it one way or the other. Luckily, the bird 
hadnôt gone far and had joined a flock of loafing gulls in a field to the rear of the Mere. 

 
It was easy to pick out. Against the dark background of the field the bird looked white, too 
white in fact. The feathers of some young white-winged gulls can become significantly 
bleached before they moult into adult plumage, but they never look as white as this bird 
did. As we got closer buff smudges in the wing coverts confirmed what we had begun to 
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suspect, the bird was a leucistic Herring Gull. Leucism in a bird is a condition which results 
in the partial loss of pigmentation in its feathers. In this bird, the pigmentation loss was 
almost complete.  

 
Looking back at the second image I took of the bird flying overhead, the clues were there 
and when downloaded Iôm sure we would have identified the bird correctly, but on the first 
image alone or if the bird had only been seen at distance Iôm sure an error could have 
been made. An interesting and instructional bird and considerably rarer than the real thing. 
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ARRIVAL AND DEPARTURE DATES FOR COMMON MIGRANTS ï WEST BEXINGTON AND COGDEN 
 

 

SPECIES

Earliest 

First Seen

Latest      

Last Seen

First Seen    

Last Seen

First Seen    

Last Seen

First Seen    

Last Seen

First Seen    

Last Seen

First Seen    

Last Seen

First Seen    

Last Seen

First Seen    

Last Seen

First Seen    

Last Seen

First Seen    

Last Seen

First Seen    

Last Seen

1981-1990 1991-2000 2001-2010 1981-1990 1991-2000 2001-2010 1981-2010 1981-2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020

Spring 07-May 04-May 28-Apr 20-Apr 24-Apr 26-Apr 24-Apr 30-Apr 29-Apr 26-Apr 22-Apr 20-Apr 06-May 30-Apr

Autumn 02-Aug 30-Aug 18-Aug 16-Sep 18-Aug 21-Aug 21-Aug 02-Sep 04-Sep 03-Aug 24-Aug 24-Jul 26-Aug 10-Sep

Spring 19-May 05-May 28-Apr 20-Apr 26-Apr 05-May Ƶ 22-Apr 14-Apr 23-Apr 16-Apr 09-May 09-May 18-May

Autumn Ƶ Ƶ Ƶ Ƶ Ƶ Ƶ Ƶ Ƶ Ƶ Ƶ Ƶ Ƶ Ƶ Ƶ

Spring 23-Apr 17-Apr 29-Mar 18-Mar 13-May 15-Mar 20-Mar 02-Apr 03-Apr 07-Apr 22-Mar 22-Mar 30-Mar 25-Mar

Autumn 17-Sep 22-Sep 02-Oct 27-Nov 29-Sep 23-Oct 02-Oct 30-Sep 18-Sep 04-Oct 20-Sep 11-Oct 20-Sep 30-Sep

Spring 18-Apr 27-Mar 22-Mar 02-Mar 15-Mar 15-Mar 10-Mar 27-Mar 20-Mar 26-Mar 10-Mar 12-Mar 12-Mar 19-Mar

Autumn 09-Sep 23-Sep 26-Sep 12-Oct 29-Sep 30-Nov 05-Oct 15-Sep 03-Oct 03-Oct 25-Sep 17-Oct 17-Oct 15-Sep

Spring 15-Apr 08-Apr 28-Mar 19-Mar 23-Mar 21-Mar 23-Mar 01-Apr 04-Apr 26-Mar 28-Mar 04-Apr 23-Mar 05-Apr

Autumn 15-Oct 04-Nov 06-Nov 01-Dec 03-Nov 27-Nov 19-Oct 18-Nov 31-Oct 02-Nov 26-Nov 30-Oct 03-Dec 04-Nov

Spring 02-May 22-Apr 20-Apr 02-Mar 02-Apr 04-Apr 04-Apr 10-Apr 16-Apr 11-Apr 18-Apr 07-Apr 02-Apr 15-Apr

Autumn 06-Oct 23-Sep 17-Oct 26-Nov 14-Oct 27-Oct 14-Oct 15-Oct 17-Dec 21-Oct 06-Oct 07-Oct 20-Oct 17-Oct

Spring 22-Apr 10-Apr 31-Mar 10-Mar 26-Mar 28-Mar 09-Apr 01-Apr 04-Apr 03-Apr 26-Mar 11-Apr 28-Mar 04-Apr

Autumn 09-Sep 10-Sep 16-Sep 29-Sep 16-Sep 19-Sep 22-Sep 06-Sep 12-Sep 26-Aug 15-Sep 13-Sep 13-Sep 18-Sep

Spring 02-Apr 22-Mar 13-Mar 11-Mar 14-Mar 14-Mar 11-Mar 12-Mar 01-Mar 21-Mar 18-Mar 12-Mar 07-Mar 09-Mar

Autumn 13-Sep 09-Oct 24-Oct 03-Nov 28-Oct 27-Oct 08-Oct 29-Oct 30-Oct 31-Oct 31-Oct 11-Nov 30-Oct 23-Nov

Spring 03-May 30-Apr 18-Apr 15-Apr 03-Apr 20-Apr 10-Apr 16-Apr 13-Apr 21-Apr 10-Apr 26-Apr 24-Apr 16-Apr

Autumn 11-Sep 14-Sep 22-Sep 04-Nov 29-Sep 19-Sep 29-Sep 27-Sep 03-Oct 23-Sep 19-Sep 27-Sep 21-Sep 21-Sep

Spring 05-May 23-Apr 17-Apr 08-Apr 13-Apr 16-Apr 23-Apr 17-Apr 14-Apr 17-Apr 12-Apr 12-Apr 16-Apr 06-Apr

Autumn 26-Aug 13-Sep 19-Sep 01-Oct 31-Aug 22-Sep 29-Sep 11-Oct 03-Oct 06-Sep 28-Aug 01-Oct 23-Sep 21-Sep

Spring 30-Apr 29-Apr 20-Apr 12-Apr 14-Apr 01-May 21-Apr 24-Apr 23-Apr Ƶ 14-Apr 12-Apr 19-Apr 10-Apr

Autumn Ƶ Ƶ Ƶ 13-Oct 22-Aug 26-Aug 21-Sep 09-Sep 31-Jul 29-Aug 03-Oct 03-Sep 19-Sep 02-Sep

Spring 25-Apr 15-Apr 01-Apr 17-Mar 29-Mar 22-Mar 06-Apr 30-Mar 06-Apr 05-Apr 19-Mar 03-Apr 04-Mar 20-Mar

Autumn 22-Sep 11-Oct 21-Oct 31-Oct 20-Oct 28-Oct 09-Oct 31-Oct 20-Oct 27-Oct 20-Oct 21-Oct 24-Oct 16-Oct

Spring 28-Apr 29-Apr 20-Apr 13-Apr 09-Apr 24-Apr 21-Apr 11-Apr 17-Apr 11-Apr 10-Apr 12-Apr 07-Apr 14-Apr

Autumn 05-Sep 12-Sep 22-Sep 18-Oct 10-Sep 13-Sep 29-Nov 13-Sep 20-Nov 23-Sep 21-Sep 13-Sep 02-Oct 27-Sep

Spring 28-Apr 23-Apr 15-Apr 08-Apr 06-Apr 14-Apr 16-Apr 11-Apr 15-Apr 11-Apr 10-Apr 16-Apr 12-Apr 12-Apr

Autumn 12-Sep 19-Sep 24-Sep 10-Oct 12-Nov 08-Oct 05-Oct 01-Oct 20-Sep 09-Oct 21-Sep 08-Oct 03-Oct 01-Oct

Spring 10-May 10-May 09-May 22-Apr 11-May 04-May 13-May 10-May 03-May 02-May 03-May 29-Apr 08-May 29-Apr

Autumn 13-Sep 18-Sep 21-Sep 12-Oct 04-Oct 19-Sep 06-Oct 12-Sep 18-Sep 20-Sep 25-Sep 22-Sep 16-Sep 27-Sep

Spring 22-Apr 20-Apr 13-Apr 01-Apr 10-Apr 29-Mar 09-Apr 12-Apr 16-Apr 12-Apr 10-Apr 12-Apr 07-Apr Ƶ

Autumn 14-Sep 16-Sep 26-Sep 24-Oct 02-Sep 03-Oct 04-Oct 03-Sep 19-Sep 08-Oct 03-Oct 06-Sep 27-Sep 28-Aug

Spring 02-May 28-Apr 27-Apr 15-Apr 30-Apr 28-Apr 27-Apr 21-Apr 23-Apr 02-May 16-Apr 16-Apr 18-Apr 20-Apr

Autumn 02-Oct 10-Oct 14-Oct 07-Nov 04-Oct 24-Oct 05-Oct 12-Oct 19-Oct 02-Oct 13-Oct 13-Oct 14-Oct 22-Oct

Spring 29-Mar 22-Mar 11-Mar 05-Mar 14-Mar 15-Mar 12-Mar 12-Mar 08-Mar 08-Mar 11-Mar 11-Mar 19-Mar 16-Mar

Autumn 28-Sep 12-Oct 14-Oct 11-Nov 14-Nov 26-Oct 01-Nov 31-Oct 19-Oct 01-Nov 29-Oct 29-Oct 31-Oct 17-Oct

Spring 01-May 27-Apr 23-Apr 13-Apr 30-Mar 01-May 09-Apr 21-Apr 16-Apr 16-Apr 03-May Ƶ Ƶ Ƶ

Autumn 13-Sep 17-Sep 15-Sep 28-Oct 30-Sep 22-Sep 23-Sep 21-Sep 08-Oct 08-Oct 05-Sep 28-Oct 28-Oct 28-Sep

*** Blackcap and Chiffchaff dates complicated by wintering birds

Yellow Wagtail

Reed Warbler

Blackcap  ***

Chiffchaff ***

Willow Warbler

Spotted Flycatcher

Lesser Whitethroat

Whitethroat

Whinchat

Northern Wheatear

Grasshopper Warbler

House Martin

Sedge Warbler

Average Last Seen Dates

By Decade

Common Redstart

Average First Seen Dates 

By Decade

Sand Martin

Swallow

Sandwich Tern

Swift

Cuckoo



     

SYSTEMATIC LIST (BOU Order) - 274 FULL SPECIES 

 

BBRC RARITY DORSET RARITY 

Red-legged Partridge Little Grebe Gull-billed Tern Hoopoe Wren 

Grey Partridge Red-necked Grebe Caspian Tern Kingfisher Nuthatch 

Quail Great Crested Grebe Sandwich Tern Bee-eater Treecreeper 

Pheasant Slavonian Grebe Little Tern Wryneck Rose-coloured Starling

Brent Goose Black-necked Grebe Roseate Tern Great Spotted Woodpecker Starling 

Canada Goose Stone Curlew Common Tern Green Woodpecker Ring Ouzel 

Barnacle Goose Oystercatcher Arctic Tern Kestrel Blackbird 

Greylag Goose Black-winged Stilt Forster's Tern M erlin Fieldfare 

Pink-footed Goose Avocet Black Tern Hobby Redwing 

Tundra Bean Goose Lapwing Great Skua Peregrine Song Thrush 

White-fronted Goose Golden Plover Pomarine Skua Red-backed Shrike M istle Thrush 

M ute Swan Grey Plover Arctic Skua Great Grey Shrike Spotted Flycatcher 

Bewick's Swan Ringed Plover Long-tailed Skua Woodchat Shrike Robin 

Whooper Swan Little Ringed Plover Little Auk Golden Oriole Bluethroat 

Egypian Goose Kentish Plover Guillemot Jay Nightingale 

Shelduck Whimbrel Razorbill M agpie Pied Flycatcher 

Ruddy Shelduck Curlew Black Guillemot Jackdaw Black Redstart 

M andarin Duck Black-tailed Godwit Puffin Rook Redstart 

Garganey Bar-tailed Godwit Red-throated Diver Carrion Crow Whinchat 

Shoveler Turnstone Black-throated Diver Hooded Crow Stonechat 

Gadwall Knot Great Northern Diver Raven Wheatear 

Wigeon Ruff Storm Petrel Coal Tit Dipper 

American Wigeon Curlew Sandpiper Leach's Petrel M arsh Tit House Sparrow 

M allard Temminck's Stint Fulmar Willow Tit Tree Sparrow 

Pintail Sanderling Cory's Shearwater Blue Tit Dunnock

Teal Dunlin Sooty Shearwater Great Tit Yellow Wagtail 

Red-crested Pochard Purple Sandpiper M anx Shearwater Bearded Tit Grey Wagtail 

Pochard Little Stint Balearic Shearwater Woodlark Pied Wagtail 

Ferruginous Duck Woodcock Black Stork Skylark Richard's Pipit 

Tufted Duck Jack Snipe Gannet Short-toed Lark Tawny Pipit 

Scaup Snipe Shag Sand M artin M eadow Pipit 

Eider Grey Phalarope Cormorant Swallow Tree Pipit 

Surf Scoter Common Sandpiper Glossy Ibis House M artin Water Pipit 

Velvet Scoter Green Sandpiper Spoonbill Red-rumped Swallow Rock Pipit 

Common Scoter Lesser Yellowlegs Bittern Cetti's Warbler Chaffinch

Long-tailed Duck Redshank Night Heron Long-tailed Tit Brambling 

Bufflehead Wood Sandpiper Cattle Egret Wood Warbler Hawfinch 

Goldeneye Spotted Redshank Grey Heron Yellow-browed Warbler Bullfinch 

Smew Greenshank Purple Heron Dusky Warbler Common Rosefinch

Goosander Kittiwake Great White Egret Willow Warbler Greenfinch 

Red-breasted M erganser Sabine's Gull Little Egret Chiffchaff Twite 

Ruddy Duck Black-headed Gull Osprey Great Reed Warbler Linnet 

Nightjar Little Gull Honey Buzzard Aquatic Warbler Lesser Redpoll 

Swift Laughing Gull Sparrowhawk Sedge Warbler Common Crossbill 

Little Bustard M editerranean Gull M arsh Harrier Reed Warbler Goldfinch 

Cuckoo Common Gull Hen Harrier Grasshopper Warbler Serin

Stock Dove Ring-billed Gull M ontagu's Harrier Blackcap Siskin 

Woodpigeon Great Black-backed Gull Red Kite Garden Warbler Lapland Bunting

Turtle Dove Glaucous Gull Black Kite Barred Warbler Snow Bunting 

Collared Dove Iceland Gull Buzzard Lesser Whitethroat Corn Bunting

Water Rail Herring Gull Barn Owl Common Whitethroat Yellowhammer 

Corncrake American Herring Gull Tawny Owl Dartford Warbler Ortolan Bunting 

M oorhen Caspian Gull Little Owl Sardinian Warbler Cirl Bunting 

Coot Yellow-legged Gull Long-eared Owl Firecrest Reed Bunting 

Common Crane Lesser Black-backed Gull Short-eared Owl Goldcrest 
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MOTHS 
 
(Mark Sterling)  
     
A number of moth traps are run at West Bexington and captures from these are reported 
elsewhere (see http://www.dorsetmothgroup.info/portal). However, some of the highlights 
are reported below although due to COVID restrictions very little light trapping occurred in 
West Bexington in 2020.   
 
Mercury vapour moth traps were run on nine occasions.  A number of species such as the 
Sombre Brocade and the Oak Rustic, which were considered rare immigrants 10 years 
ago, are now firmly established in the local area and are found at West Bexington each 
year.  Species such as Radfordôs Flame Shoulder and Clancyôs Rustic also seem to be 
establishing themselves in the area although they are not yet as frequent in the 
village.  There were also a number of nice migrant species but none of the spectacular 
rarities which turned up on Portland in 2020 found their way to West Bexington. 
 
Records included: 
 
Small Eggar - One or two nests of the caterpillars of this moth are seen around West 
Bexington each year. The moth is seldom seen as it flies in March and early April. This 
one came to light on 18th March.  
 
Dark Sward Grass - A migratory species which is found each year in West Bexington, 
generally in the autumn.  
 
The Cosmopolitan - A pest on various crops in many parts of the world but a rare migrant 
in Britain. One came to light on the night of 7/8th August and like many migratory species, 
was found outside the trap, hiding against the sill of a kitchen window.   
 
Four Spotted Footman - Only the female of this species has four spots. Males are 
sometimes fairly common at light in August. Females come less frequently. This one was 
found on 9th August.  
 
Convolvulus Hawkmoth  - one of Britainôs more spectacular migrant, with a wingspan 
exceeding five inches. It occurs in most years in West Bexington but there was a small 
influx in mid-September with 16 being recorded. 
 
Oak Rustic - The caterpillar of this species feeds on Holm Oak. The species is now well 
established in the woods around Abbotsbury and is now found each year in West 
Bexington.  
 
Sombre Brocade - This species was first established in Britain in Dorset around 10 years 
ago. It is another species which feeds on Holm Oak.  
 
Large Ranunculus ï This species is a reasonably common moth in southern Britain with 
colour forms which have adapted to match the colours of the lichen covered rocks on 
which it rests in the areas in which it occurs   
 
  
 

http://www.dorsetmothgroup.info/portal
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Radfordôs Flame Shoulder - This may be the first year in which Radfordôs Flame 
Shoulder bred in the wild in Britain. Mark Parsons found a number feeding on ivy blossom 
overlooking the sea between West Bexington and Abbotsbury in late October. This is one 
of the individuals. Although there were a number of migrants around at the time, judging by 
the number of individuals found by Mark and their very fresh condition it feels as though 
these specimens bred locally.  
 
Clancyôs Rustic - This species is now seen in low numbers each year in Dorset and it 
may now be breeding in the county. It is not clear however whether this West Bexington 
individual was migratory or bred locally. 
 
Olive Tree Pearl/Jasmine Moth ï This moth, known as the Olive Tree Pearl or Jasmine 
Moth, is a pest species in parts of Southern Europe but until the last few years was an 
uncommon migrant in Britain. It is becoming much commoner. This individual is one of 24 
specimens recorded at light in West Bexington at the end of October. Several more were 
found feeding on ivy blossom.  
 

   

Small Eggar             Four Spotted Footman 

 


