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Editorial and Club News
George Green

AN IMPORTANT MESSAGE
Can I please remind you that our email addresses have changed (see the
inside cover). The old “org.uk” addresses are no longer available to us
and so we will not be able to respond to any messages sent to them.

Welcome to Sam (Samantha) Lloyd

I am delighted to announce that Sam Lloyd has agreed to be co-opted to the DBC
committee. Sam has a background in teaching and is passionate about
introducing young people to the delights of birds and wildlife. She will be
helping us develop the DBC’s approach to diversity and engaging with a wider
cross-section of wildlife enthusiasts.

Restructuring the Dorset Bird Club

The process of restructuring the Dorset Bird Club so that it can continue to
deliver its main aims and activities is almost complete. Further details of the
support teams, committee and trustees will be published in the 2019 Bird
Report. However these changes need to be approved by the membership at the
next AGM which will be arranged once Covid19 restrictions allow.

DBC Website

The work required to ensure that all the new website pages are fully functional
has taken longer than expected. However the website has been developed
further and now includes a new recording section, a restyled bird sightings
page, and a new publications page giving the ability to download pdf versions
of past bird reports and newsletters. Work is also under way to develop a
Members’ Page. The website can be viewed at: https://dorsetbirds.co.uk/

Diversity in Birdwatching

For those who have not read Geoff Upton’s well researched and thought
provoking article ‘Are All Birdwatcher’s White and Middle Aged or Older’
which appeared on the DBC Website back in September, a shortened version
is produced in this newsletter (on page 3). The full version, plus a summary of
comments we received, can be found on the website Home Page.

The DBC is grateful for the response we received which was generally
positive and constructive. The issues identified in Geoff’s article have not
been ignored by other bird and wildlife organisations, many of whom already
have programmes to fully engage with all elements of society. With regard to
younger people, the DBC already offers free membership for those in full time
education up to the age of 21. We also hope to rearrange the ‘Young Birders’
Takeover’ conference that we had to cancel in June 2020 as soon as Covid19
restrictions permit. However the DBC must not be complacent, so we are in
the process of setting up a small working party to consider the comments and
suggestions we have received and develop a comprehensive diversity plan.
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Bird Club Sales

As mentioned above, a selection of bird reports can now be downloaded from
the website. For the traditionalists amongst you, who still like to have hard
copies, a reminder that we still have most of the Bird Reports published since
1977 in stock. Some of the scarcer years have recently been sourced and added
to the available stock. We still have a number of books and British Bird journals
for sale from the donation received from Gordon Hopkin’s family.

All of the above are listed on the website: https://dorsetbirds.co.uk/sales/
(and in the last newsletter, n0.98) or contact Neil on 01929 552560 or at:
sales@dorsetbirds.co.uk for further information.

The Newsletter... how do you receive yours?

We aim to produce a newsletter three times a year (in March, July, November)
and it is available in two versions: a full colour pdf via email or a paper copy
printed in black & white. Why not take advantage of the full colour version and
request your copy via email. If you would like to receive it in this format please
contact Richard Charman (Membership): membership@dorsetbirds.co.uk

Wanted:

Articles for the Newsletter

We would welcome articles from our members for publication in future
newsletters. They can be serious or light-hearted, short or long and on any
bird related topic you might like to write about. We are particularly keen to
receive articles from our younger members and those who have recently taken
up birdwatching irrespective of age. Please send your contributions to:

admin@dorsetbirds.co.uk

Thanks to all
On behalf of the trustees I would like to thank the committee and their support
teams for their time, enthusiasm and hard work.

Dorset Bird Report 2020

After a number of years of hard work, the backlog of the bird reports has
now been cleared and the 2019 report has just been published.

The aim now is to publish the report by the end of the following year
...so the 2020 report will be due in December 2021.

A lot of work is involved in producing the report, so if you have any records
for 2020 could you please aim to submit them by the end of January 2021.

Contact us/see the 2019 report for details of how to do this if you are unsure.
Late records are always welcomed for the Dorset database,
but may not make it into the report.
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Are all birdwatchers white and middle-aged or older?

Geoff Upton

(with thanks to Alex Chapman, George Green, Samantha Lloyd, Sorrel Lyall, Peter Robertson and
Shaun Robson for their comments and to Alex Cagan for permission to use artwork)

When there is a large gathering of birders - at a bird reserve, a rare bird twitch,
or an indoor meeting - overwhelmingly yes, that description is true in most
places I've been, and you can add that the vast majority are men. What
impression does that give to people who don’t fit that demographic? Does a
young or BAME person feel they can fit in to a bird club where no-one looks like
them? Do female birders feel comfortable in a hide or at a twitch? Does
everyone get help and encouragement to carry on pursuing an interest in
wildlife, or do some give up because they are ostracised, or feel out of place?

There are a great many young people with a genuine, often passionate, interest
in wildlife. Recognising that this can lead to a career as well as a hobby, there
are now 16 universities in the UK - including Bournemouth - offering degrees in
Wildlife Conservation, and 36 in Ecology. There are brilliant young people
coming to the fore as bird observatory wardens, field birders, photographers,
authors, TV presenters, bloggers, opinion-leaders and campaigners. A Guardian
article last year focussed on five of these, ranging from ages 9 to 17, and could
easily have named many more:

https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2019/oct/13/eyes-on-the-
skies-young-birdwatchers-take-flight

There is no shortage of young birders on Twitter, many of whom are neither
white nor male. So why don’t we very often see young people out in the field
with binoculars round their necks? And why are we birdwatchers - not just in
Dorset but across the UK - so lacking in diversity?

In June 2020 an international ‘black birders week’ was organised following the
incident in Central Park in which a white dog-walker called the police saying
that an African-American man was threatening her. Christian Cooper, the birder
concerned, had recorded the incident on his phone, showing that he politely
asked her to put a lead on her dog and nothing more:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9TXkh9jihUU

By coincidence, this happened the same day that George Floyd was killed. Black
and other non-white birders around the world shared their stories on social
media. Like Christian Cooper, they often had to overcome prejudice and
ignorance by fellow birders while out birding. In a June 2020 article Birding in
the UK: Where Are the People Like Me? Edinburgh birder Sorrel Lyall remembers
how different and ‘looked at’ she felt when walking into a conference room as
the only young, female, non-white birder. She gives some quotes from a survey
she undertook to gain the opinions of other minority group birders:

e ‘] felt my background makes me not British enough for British birds.”

e “People took photos of me and called me a ‘rarity’ and used my photo on
social media without my permission.” [On attending a birding event as the
only minority ethnic person]
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e “When it comes to joining nature groups there is a subconscious tension due
to my gender and sexuality.”

¢ “Homophobic remarks on a few occasions, mostly from older male birders.”

e “Ididn't have access to a car, didn't feel confident walking alone outside away
from people, and I couldn't afford binoculars or a scope, and nor could my
parents. And it delayed my birding skills development.”

e “Any rare birds I find and report I get told I didn't see them by being judged on
my age and being a girl”

e “Hides are intimidating to enter.”

She says sexism is another barrier affecting access to birding: women are often
discriminated against, ignored and subjected to sexist comments. Many women
do not feel valued in birding groups or feel safe birding alone:

Physically disabled people were included in the survey. One commented:

e “I can walk short distances but need a wheelchair for more than 1/4 mile. So
most nature reserves or outdoor spaces are not accessible.”
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Artwork by Alex Cagan to illustrate barriers identified in Sorrel Lyall’s survey
Lyall’s conclusions call for change across the whole sector. One key message is
that nature organisations and reserves need to be accessible and welcoming:
https://www.rarebirdalert.co.uk/v2 /Content
Birding in the UK Where Are the PeopleLikeMe.aspx?s id=558059018

When [ started birding as a teenager I never had to ask ‘where are the people
like me?’ At birding sites or on twitches most people were around the same age,
and that is still more or the less the case - same people, just a lot older. For
‘millennials’ and ‘Generation Z’ it’s entirely different: much less likely to have
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birding friends of the same age living nearby, young birders today use blogs,
Twitter, Instagram and eBird as a convenient and safe space for social
networking, opinion-sharing and friendship. Getting out in the field, however, is
not so easy. I used to get around on my bike or hitch-hiking, but I lived near
some good bird places, and in a time when hitch-hiking felt safer than it does
now. The BTO recently published results of a youth survey conducted by its
Youth Advisory Panel. Almost 70% of the respondents cited travel as a barrier
to birding, followed by time, money and confidence:

https://twitter.com/BTO /status/12906386515593789517?s=03

There are particular disincentives for young women, as discussed by Mya
Bambrick in a recent BTO blog:

https://www.bto.org/community/blog/where-are-young-women-birding

All these barriers are heightened for BAME people, the vast majority of whom live
in urban centres, therefore less likely to have the means to get to sites of nature.

Nor have I often needed to question whether an organisation or reserve is
‘accessible and welcoming’, although that is becoming a factor for many older
birders. Writing in 2018 on behalf of Wildlife for All, which represents birders and
naturalists with disabilities, Bo Beolens (aka ‘fatbirder’) makes recommendations
for nature reserves: “add benches, build boardwalks, remove barriers, design hides
for better viewing, provide mobility scooters, and change attitudes.”:

https://www.discoverwildlife.com/people /wildlife-for-all/

Since the Equality Act 2010 all nature organisations have had to ensure that
everyone can access their services, whatever their age, disability, race, sex or
sexual orientation. Real progress is being made on these issues by national
bodies, especially for young people. The BTO, Rare Bird Alert, British Birds,
RSPB and The Wildlife Trusts all have programmes to support and encourage
young enthusiasts. The Cameron Bespolka Trust does fantastic work in this
area, including sponsoring outstanding young people to join Cornell Lab of
Ornithology’s annual Bird Event in New York State. Enthused by his experience
at Cornell, one young Dorset birder joined the Dorset Bird Club committee after
attending this event, thanks to the Trust. Another national body, A Focus on
Nature, aims to ‘connect, inspire and support young people across the UK with
an interest in nature and conservation, and provide a voice for the youth
conservation movement’. Their work includes holding events and providing
mentorship from experienced professionals.

How does this national effort translate into action locally in Dorset? Initiatives
by birding organisations have started to make a difference for young people:
Birds of Poole Harbour have run regular School Bird Boats since 2002 at no cost
to parents. RSPB have recently completed a four-year schools outreach
programme in the Bournemouth area, enthusing and educating children about
nature and wildlife. Arne RSPB has a residential volunteer scheme providing
accommodation and training in conservation work and visitor engagement as a
step on the career ladder into conservation. And Dorset Bird Club offers free
membership to anyone under 21 in full-time education. A multi-agency
conference to be held in Wimborne in June 2020 with a programme entirely

Dorset Bird Club 5



presented by young birders had to be cancelled but will be re-run when the
pandemic restrictions allow. So far three young people have taken advantage of
the free Bird Club membership, and we hope they will spread the word!

But clearly, more is needed of the birding community than specialised
programmes, good communications and better physical access. Most people
who responded to Sorrel Lyall’s survey said that feeling unsafe, unwelcome or
different has stopped them accessing nature or engaging with birding groups.
As a physically able white male in my 60s I'm fortunate enough never to have
felt like this. However, from what we have read and heard recently through
Black Lives Matter, there is still a major problem in society at large with
prejudice and discrimination. In the nature-loving community we don’t stop to
wonder why so few people who aren't like ourselves are drawn into our
community. We haven’t noticed when someone who is different from us is
feeling uncomfortable, unwelcome or unsafe.

Whatever the barriers to taking up or continuing birding there is a strong
message that making people feel welcome is essential.

This is an edited version of an article published on the Club’s website in August 2020.
The full article can be read at: https://dorsetbirds.co.uk/publications/are-all-
birdwatchers-white-and-middle-aged-or-older/

2021 Bird Surveys
For updates and further information on these and other surveys please
check the Surveys page on the Dorset Bird club website

Turtle Dove (National Survey)

The Rare Breeding Birds Panel (RBBP) and RSPB with support from the BTO
and Natural England are starting to plan a national Turtle Dove survey for 2021
(subject to Covid19 conditions).

Poole Harbour Breeding Wader Survey (RSPB)

This will be a repeat of the Poole Harbour Breeding Redshank Survey 2014 but
may include other species of breeding wader.

Woodlark (Footprint Ecology/Back from the Brink)
A message from Zoe Caals (Footprint Ecology):

Some of you may have been involved in the 2020 Dorset Heaths Woodlark survey
for Back from the Brink. Unfortunately this could not be completed due to the
Covid pandemic. Plantlife, who run the BFTB Dorset’s Heathland Heart
programme, have asked Footprint Ecology to re-instigate the survey for 2021. Due
to General Data Protection Regulations, Footprint staff are only able to directly
contact those surveyors they already hold contact details for. Anyone interested in
taking part in the survey, even if you took part in 2020 survey, please complete this
form and Footprint Ecology will be in touch: https://tinyurl.com/woodlarks
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From the BTO Regional Rep
Jack Winsper

Heronries Census: This census, which is older than the BTO, is the longest
running single species survey in the world.

One of the heronries monitored is at Nottington, near Weymouth and at the last
count held two heron and three egret nests. Shortly it will be no more as the
tree they use is to come down; the field it overlooks is to be developed for
housing. Possibly, the herons will move to one of the many other trees in the
vicinity, but the disturbance of construction work may prove too much and so
decide to seek an alternative site, maybe another heronry nearby. There must
be one but the BTO does not know of it, do you? If the answer is yes, then please
contact us with the details, ideally with a 6 figure grid reference.

We are certain that there are other unknown heronries in Dorset, and therefore
not monitored by the BTO. So, we would like to widen out the request, should
you know of any heronry in Dorset can you give us the details and we can cross
check it against our list.

Hopefully, we will increase the number of heronries to monitor and so will
require more monitors, have you considered volunteering? It’s a little different
to the usual BTO surveys, please contact Greg Lambe the Heronries Regional
Organiser, email: greglambel@gmail.com if you have any information on
heronries or would like to take part.

Survey Work: There isn’t any one-off survey work planned at present which is
not good news on a number of levels, one being that there will be no
sponsorship funding that normally comes with it. Consequently, and like so
many other charities, the BTO’s income from these revenue streams has dried
up. If you think the BTO is doing good work and are not yet a member, perhaps
you could consider joining; if you can afford it the going rate is £3 per month.

Online training courses: BTO training has now gone online and at the time of
writing there were three subjects, these being repeated at various times on
several days up until at least the end of November. There may have been more
courses added since so it's worth checking at: www.bto.org/develop-your-skills/
training-courses to see if there is something of interest. The three subjects are:

1. Wildfowl, two sessions for beginner/improver. £20
2. Waders, two sessions for improver. £20
3. Counting birds and the Wetland Bird Survey (WeBS) one session. Free

Youth Engagement Programme: Like many organisations, including the DBC,
the BTO has recognised it is vital to engage more people with nature and
science. To help achieve this, work has progressed by the appointment of a ten
person panel of young people who during 2020 have been offering advice to the
BTO board and working with staff with the intention of developing a “Youth
Engagement Strategy”. The next step is to establish Youth Representatives
throughout the country, their prime role to enthuse others. You can find out
more at: www.bto.org/outfuture
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Managing the RSPB’s Weymouth Wetlands
David Morphew

I'm sometimes told we’re not doing enough management work on the RSPB’s
Weymouth Reserves. And while that’s definitely true it’s a bit disappointing
because behind the scenes the warden team and volunteers have been putting
thousands of hours into making the reserves better for wildlife. Much of this
work takes part on those parts of the reserves not open to the public and we're
definitely not spending enough time explaining what we’re doing. So this article
is an attempt to redress the balance.

The RSPB manages 232 ha ofland (that’s 573 acres in old money) in Weymouth,
all of which is part of the SSSI (Site of Special Scientific Interest). Radipole and
Lodmoor are well known to birders, but there is some land in the estate that
some of you may be less familiar with.
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Map of Lodmoor with the sluices marked
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Let’s start with Lodmoor

Most birders will know the site well, but may not realise how it functions.
Imagine a line running south west to north east through the centre of the
reserve. The seaward side is salt marsh. And the land side reed bed. Next time
you visit you won’t have to imagine the line because there is a bund (a raised
bank) running through the centre of the reserve. One end is at the Conservation
gate on Beachdown Way. The other is where the fence stops on the west path.
The reed bed is in turn divided by the path that runs from the end ofSouthdown

Avenue towards the west path. ﬁ e

There is a flap valve under the s
bridge on Preston Beach Road
(Point B on the map). At low tide
water pushes the flap open and
drains off the site. A bar on the
flap stops it closing completely so
at high tide some sea water gets
onto the saltmarsh Salinity and
water level monitoring shows
that it mimics a tidal cycle, but
with lower extremes of both
salinity and the differences in

water levels. The flap valve on the bund at Lodmoor

Behind the bridge, in the channel that runs across the reserve, is a board sluice
that controls the amount of water held back in the salt marsh. While this lets us
maintain water levels on the salt marsh, there are two factors we can’t control:
rainfall and tides. So at high tides more of the salt marsh will be flooded. And if
you've ever wondered what the thing that looks like a solar panel is, it powers
a telemetry unit that monitors water levels.

The most visible management over the last couple of years has been an
ambitious programme to regenerate the southern part of the reed bed. Working
with Dorset Council, a new metal bridge and a sluice was installed on the
Council path running from Southdown Avenue to the west path. (Point A on the
map) This controls the amount of water flowing into the lower reed bed. I've
already mentioned the bund, that prevents salt water getting into the reed bed
- there’s another sluice and flap valve at point C that lets water flow out, into the
salt marsh and controls the level of water levels held in the reed bed.

Now we can have better control over water levers with the new sluices we can
manage the vegetation by grazing, and we’ve started to draw down water levels
in the lower half of the reed bed, but holding water in the upper section.

We cleared scrub along the boundaries of the reserve over the winter of
2019/20 which has had the added bonus of improving visibility and this
summer, contractors fenced the reed bed and replaced the stock fence around
two sides of the salt marsh.
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This winter we will start to cut the reed. We're aiming to cut 4.5 hectares this
winter, that's roughly half, and then get cattle on site in the spring to start
grazing the reed bed.

After two, maybe three years, we’ll take the cattle off, do some profiling work in
the reed bed to create new ditches and pools then raise the water levels again.
The reed will be allowed to regrow and we should have a more diverse and
healthier habitat.

This style of management has been used successfully in the past at reserves such
as RSPB Ham Wall to rejuvenate reed beds and make them significantly more
attractive to a range of wildlife including Bitterns. If you want to know more
about managing reed beds there’s an excellent paper; ‘Bringing Reed beds to Life’
which you can find at:

http://ww?2.rspb.org.uk/Images/bringing reedbeds to life ttm9-385799.pdf

Saltmarsh Enhancement

At the end of the summer we had a machine on site to improve the saltmarsh
area creating a series of shallow islands by re-profiling the existing land area.
The banks of these islands have already been colonised with saltmarsh plants
such as Salicornia and the islands themselves will create safe places for birds to
breed and for wintering birds to roost.

And then we started work on a new viewing area on the west path where the
old hide used to be. We cleared the blackthorn scrub with the aim of bringing in
hard-core to build up the area - and that was one of the many projects that were
derailed by COVID and the lockdown. At the Overcombe side of the reserve, we
have again renewed all the fencing and are grazing the reserve.

Grassland at Lodmoor
If you look west from the metal bridge you can see the petrol station at
Morrison’s which is pretty much the boundary of the reserve, As you get closer
to the Park and Ride site the
reed bed transitions into
species rich grassland with a
large number of oak trees and
ever encroaching blackthorn
scrub. Scrub is a great habitat
but it's been gradually taking ¢
over the grassland. We
manage this by controlled
cutting in winter with cattle |
on the reserve in the summer.
This is another long term
project, reducing the
percentage of scrub to create |
a mosaic of grassland, with
blocks of scrub/mature trees.

Species rich grassland at Lodmoor

10 Dorset Bird Club



Chafey’s Lake

I'm fairly confident that this
will be the least known part of
the RSPB portfolio. There are
footpaths on both sides but
I've never seen another
birder there Chaffey’s Lake is
an area of dense scrub, reed
and river adjacent to Radipole
Lake and separated from it by
a strip of land owned by
Dorset Council. On the south
side of Weymouth Way is a £
narrow belt of scrub between §
Goldcroft Road and the golf ~
course where management is
limited to cutting back vegetation to keep the footpaths clear and this winter we
have cut scallops in the ride to make the site more attractive for invertebrates.

The “path” at Chaffey’s Lake during lockdown

On the north side between Field Barn Drive and Radipole Lane there is a
massive block of over mature blackthorn scrub running alongside the river Wey
with a small reed bed to the south of the river. As well as the common bird
species the site has a good butterfly population and we know it has been used
by dormice. We’ve been managing the blackthorn scrub by cutting a block every
year. In six years’ time (we’re now on year four of this project we will have a
mosaic of habitats from one block that is completely open, to one of ten year old
scrub and everything in between.

The small area of reed bed isn’t in great condition although we have recorded
bearded tits there. The management here is removing scrub from the reed and
pollarding some of the larger willows.

Radipole Lake

Most first time visitors to Radipole Lake expect to see lots of open water. The
name is misleading because what we really have is a mosaic of habitats
including open water, wet reed (standing in water all year) drier reed, both wet
and dry scrub and then at the north end of the reserve wet grassland.

These habitats are connected by the river Wey running through the reserve and
a series of ditches which provide more habitat as margins and feeding
opportunities for birds. But reed beds are dynamic habitats. Natural succession
will see them turning into scrub and wet woodland as accumulation of leaf litter
adds nutrients to the system. At Radipole we have a bigger problem, silt brought
down the river Wey from farms upstream is slowly making the lake shallower
to the point where we will at some point have to make a massive investment in
dredging the lake.

Dorset Bird Club 11



There is a sluice on Westham Bridge that allows fresh water to escape at low
tide and prevents sea water from getting in to the lake, but just as at Lodmoor,
when we have exceptionally high tides there is nowhere for the water to go.
There is a board sluice behind the bridge that gives us some control over water
levels on the reserve, but the sluice is managed by Dorset Council using
specialist divers. The Council leases fishing rights at Radipole to the Angling
Club and one of the issues with water levels is that the Council has to attempt to
balance the needs of the reserve and wildlife with the needs of the anglers.

At the North End of Radipole we've been removing old fences and cutting a
track for new fences so we can create an area of fen. Fen is an incredibly rare
wetland habitat that supports lots of rare plants and invertebrates and which
acts as a transition between the reed bed and wet grassland. The new fences
and a system of ditches let us control grazing levels on the grassland. (The fen
has taller vegetation than the grassland but a wider mix of plants than the reed-
bed). The fencing is all in place there’s just a small amount work to finish with
the sluices and we’ll have cattle back on site in the spring.

The other challenge at Radipole is that many of the old sight-lines are covered
with reed and visitors don’t enjoy the views they used to have. If we clear reed
with a machine it grows back the next year, so that’s not a great use of money. If
we use volunteers, we're getting to the stage where there is just too much to do
by hand as the reed’s rhizomes push the growth further out into the water
every year, so every year there’s more to do and it becomes more difficult as the
water is deeper.

So the long term solution? Basically that’s going to involve spending a serious
amount of money and working with a whole raft of stakeholders. But that’s
another article all together.

Summary

The majority of the habitat work is carried out over winter (that’s from the
beginning of September to the end of February) to avoid disturbing wildlife. But
that’s only part of the story. We have nine km of paths to maintain, cattle fencing
to keep in good order boundaries on the outside of the reserve that need cutting
back - none of this work has any benefit for nature, it's just part of the
responsibilities of being a large land owner in a busy urban environment.

And then top of the maintenance work we have a small but ongoing problem
with vandalism for some reason the viewing platforms have proved to be an
irresistible target for arsonists.

So I started with the assertion, we're not doing enough management work. That
will probably always be the case, but if we're doing the most important work, I
can live with that. And if you want to help, we have volunteer work parties every
Monday and Thursday and we would love to hear from you.

You can get in touch at: david.morphew@rspb.org.uk
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Dorset Highlights: May to August 2020
Compiled by George Green

These records are largely taken from the Dorset Bird News sightings blog on the
Dorset Bird Club’s website. Records of national and county rarities will need to
be verified by the British Birds Rarities Committee/Dorset Records Panel.

MEGA RARITY

YELKOUAN SHEARWATER: at least 1 well-watched bird was present with a
flock of Manx and Balearic Shearwaters close inshore off Portland Bill from 7-
10 Jul. If accepted it will be the 27 UK record.

NATIONAL RARITIES

KENTISH PLOVER: a juvenile at Stanpit Marsh on 14 Aug.

SQUACCO HERON: 1 at Lodmoor NR from 21%-23 May.

AQUATIC WARBLER: 1 ringed at Lytchett Fields on 2" Aug.

RED-THROATED PIPIT: 1 probable seen briefly at Fortuneswell, Portland on
31 May.

Aquatic Warbler - Lytchett Fields - 2" August - Shaun Robson

COUNTY RARITIES & OTHER UNCOMMON BIRDS

Quail: there was a major influx during the summer with the first birds at
Portland on 12% Jun, Spetisbury on 14® Jun and Fiddleford on 16" and 18% Jun.
From late Jun and throughout Jul good numbers were reported from the chalk
downs in the Tarrant Rushton Airfield, Tarrant Keyneston, Tarrant Crawford,
Shapwick and Badbury Rings area where the highest counts were 6 at Badbury
Rings on 5% Jul and 6 at Tarrant Rushton Airfield on 12% Jul. Elsewhere 1 near
Witchampton on 24" Jun, 2 west of Dewlish near Milborne St Andrew on 3 Jul,
1 at Cranborne on 11% Jul, 1 sound recorded at night at Bridport on 12% Jul and
1 at Maiden Castle on 30" Jul. The last report was at Kingdown on 8" Aug.
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Turtle Dove: 1 at Corfe Castle on 12" May, 1 over Westbourne on 13 May, 1 at
Portland Bill on 26" May, 1 in a Wareham garden on 5% Jun, 1 at Abbotsbury on

11% Jun and 1 at Durlston CP on 22" Jun.

Common Crane: 1 over Shipton Gorge on 8 May.

Dotterel: 1 sound recorded at night over Lytchett Matravers on 1* May and 1 at
Portland Bill on 26" Aug.

Temminck's Stint: 1 at Swineham Pools on 19" and 20" May.

White-rumped Sandpiper: 1 at Ferrybridge on 19® Jul.

Grey Phalarope: 1 at Ferrybridge on 21t and 22" Aug and 1 at Camp Road,
Wyke Regis on 21 Aug.

Roseate Tern: there was a good series of reports with 1 at Brownsea on 23"
May with 2 there on 24" May, singles at Abbotsbury Swannery on 8% and 20®
Jun and 18% Jul, 1 at Ferrybridge and possibly the same bird at Lodmoor NR on
1stJul with further singles at Ferrybridge on 19* Jul and Lodmoor NR on 24% Jul,
and singles at Stanpit Marsh on 12% and 22" Jul and 29" Aug with 1 at
Hengistbury on 28" Aug.

Long-tailed Skua: there was a good series of reports associated with notable
seabird movements in late Aug with singles at Chesil Cove and Portland Bill on
19%, 2 possibly 3 at Chesil Cove and 1 at Portland Bill on 20", 2 at Chesil Cove
and 1 at Camp Road, Wyke Regis on 21st, 1 at Chesil Cove and Camp Road, Wyke

Regis on 22" and 1W through Weymouth Bay on 25%. Obviously there maﬁ/ have
been some duplication in the number of birds involved in these sightings.
Elsewhere 1 at Hengistbury on 21%,

Leach's Petrel: 1 at Chesil Cove and 1 at Cogden Beach on 25" Aug and another
at Cogen Beach on 26™ Aug.

Sooty Shearwater: there were 4 reports at Portland Bill in Jul with 1 on 4%, 1W
on 5% 4 on 11" and 1 on 25%. Elsewhere 2 at Cogden Beach on 26% Jul with 2
there on 215 Aug and 1 at Hengistbury on 215 Aug.

Great Shearwater: there was a good number of reports with 1 probable at
Chesil Cove on 27" Jul, 1 at Portland Bill on 20" Aug and 2S at Chesil Cove with
singles at Portland Bill and at Camp Road, Wyke Regis on 25% Aug (probably
involving some duplication of birds).

White Stork: possibly the same bird near Wool on 24" and 25" May and at
Silverlake on 26" May and Stinsford (blue ring on left leg) on 2™ Jun. Otherwise
3 over West Parley on 25 Jun and 1 over Sydling St Nicholas on 18" Aug.
Night Heron: 1 adult seen flying at Wrackleford near Charminster on 20" Aug.
Purple Heron: 1E at Abbotsbury Swannery on 7% May and 1IN through
Christchurch Harbour on 28" May.

Montagu’s Harrier: a dark-morph male came in off the sea at Ferrybridge on
6™ May.

Black Kite: 1 possible at Cocknowle on 6™ May and 1 at Tincleton on 21 Jul.
Long-eared Owl: a juvenile at an undisclosed site on 10" Jun and 1 juvenile at
Portland Bill on 14" Jul was trapped and ringed on 23" Jul.

Hoopoe: 1 flew across Turnerspuddle Heath on 2™ May, 1 near Walford,
Wimborne on 8" May and 1 at an undisclosed location in Poole on 25" Aug.
Golden Oriole: 1 at Tidmoor on 7% May, 1 first-year briefly at Wick on 26 May,
1 at West Bexington flew west on 27" May and 1 at Verne Common, Portland on
15% Jun.

Bee-eater: 2 over Durlston CP on 15t Jun, 2 heard over East Weares, Portland on
14" Jun and 1 heard over Barleycrates Lane, Portland on 28% Jun.

Wryneck: 1 at Radipole NR on 17" Aug.
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Red-footed Falcon - Ferrybridge - 4% June -Edmund Mackrill

Red-footed Falcon: a male at Ferrybridge on 4™ Jun and a female over Lodmoor
NR/Lorton Valley on 5% Jun.

Red-backed Shike: a male at Cogden Beach on 8% Jun.

Red-Rumped Swallow: 1 at Weston, Portland on 7% May and 1 near the
Bridging Camp, Wyke Regis on 12%* May.

Red-Breasted Flycatcher: 1 at Portland Bill on 29* May.

Blyth's Reed Warbler: singles trapped and ringed at Portland Bill on 5" Jun
and 14 Jul.

Marsh Warbler: 1 at Bestwall RSPB, Wareham from 29 May-2"4 Jun.
Melodious Warbler: 1 at Portland Bill on 2", 4" and 5% Aug.

Rose-coloured Starling: See page 20.

Serin: 1 over Suckthumb Quarry, Portland on 5% Jun, 1 NW over Easton,
Portland on 21 Jun and 1 at Portland Bill on 7 dates from 23 Jun-5% Jul.
Ortolan Bunting: 1 recorded at night over Stoborough on 27" Aug and 1 heard
and seen flying over Stanpit Marsh on 29 Aug.

OTHER HIGHLIGHTS

WILDFOWL

Dark-bellied Brent Goose: 3 remained at Stanpit Marsh up to 14" May with 2
still present on 29™ May. There was an early bird at Stanpit Marsh on 18" Aug.
Pale-bellied Brent Goose: 2 Lynch Cove, The Fleet on 31 Aug.
Barnacle Goose: 35 past Brand's Bay, Poole Harbour and through Christchurch
Harbour on 27" May were presumably feral birds.

Mute Swan: 1 "Polish" cygnet (an uncommon white form) at Sturminster
Marshall GP during Jul and Aug.

Egyptian Goose: 2 at Silverlake on 7" May, a pair at Longham Lakes on 8" May
with 6 there on 17" May and 14 at Holme Lane GP on 13% Jul.

Mandarin: 23 at Sutton Bingham Reservoir on 23™ Aug was a site record.
Garganey: 2 at Abbotsbury Swannery on 28% May, singles at Christchurch
Harbour on 4" and 31 Aug and 1 at Sutton Bingham Reservoir on 18" and 21 Aug.
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Shoveler: - 10 off the Chesil at Ferrybridge on 31 Jul.

Pintail: 3 at Middlebere, Poole Harbour on 14 Aug.

Eider: 1 at Lyme Regis harbour on 24" Jun.

Common Scoter: 102 at Portland Bill on 7% Jul and 124 at Burton Bradstock on
8% Jul were high counts for summer.

Long-tailed Duck: 1 at Mudeford Quay from 12%-19% Jun was an unseasonal record.
Goosander: 1 redhead at Stanpit Marsh on 29" & 30" Jun and 2 at Coward’s
Marsh on 27% Aug.

Red-breasted Merganser: 3 at Ferrybridge on 30" Jul and 1 at Christchurch
Harbour on 4™ Aug.

DIVERS & GREBES

Red-throated Diver: 2 at Ferrybridge on 7% May and 1W at Christchurch
Harbour on 22" May.

Black-throated Diver: 1 at West Bexington on 11% May and 1 at Portland Bill
on 16" May.

Great Northern Diver: there were occasional sightings of 1-2 birds from 13®
May-17% Aug from the Portland/Lyme Bay area.

GULLS, TERNS & SEABIRDS

Little Gull: singles at Lodmoor NR on 27% Jun and 13% Jul, 1 at Ferrybridge on
7' Jul with 2 there on 9% Jul and 1 on 26% Aug, 3 at Stanpit Marsh on 19" Aug,
1 at Chesil Cove on 21° Aug, 2 at West Bexington on 25% Aug and 1 at Cogden
Beach on 26" Aug.

Mediterranean Gull: there were high counts at some coastal sites in Jul with
c580 at Lodmoor NR on 24™, 290 at Ferrybridge on 23" with 228 there on 18®
and 71W at Cogden Beach and 60W at Hengistbury on 19%. Inland 150 at
Maiden Castle on 23™ Aug was an unusually large number for the area.
Yellow-legged Gull: during Jul and Aug there were reports of 1-3 birds from
Christchurch Harbour, Lytchett Fields, Weymouth Bay, Lodmoor NR, Portland,
Chesil Cove, Ferrybridge, West Bexington and Cogden Beach.

Little Tern: there were reports from the vicinity of the breeding colony on the
Chesil Beach at Ferrybridge including 48 on 15t May and 44 on 5% May with a
flock of 33 nearby off Camp Road, Wyke Regis on 6™ Jul. First fledgling was seen
at the Chesil Beach colony on 9% Jul. Elsewhere 4 at Lodmoor NR on 11% May
with 1 there on 7% Jul and at Stanpit Marsh 2 on 10" Jun and 2-3 birds on 7,
15%, 17% and 18* Aug.

Arctic Tern: 1 at Lodmoor NR on 4 dates from 30" Jun-10* Jul. Elsewhere in the
Weymouth/Portland area a small influx in late Aug with 3 over Radipole NR on
19%, 5 at Chesil Cove on 20", 3 at Ferrybridge on 21t with 12 there on 25", 1 at
Camp Road, Wyke Regis on 23" and 1 at Portland Bill on 26%. Otherwise singles
at Stanpit Marsh on 315t Jul and 29" Aug with 1 at Hengistbury on 28" Aug.
Black Tern: singles at Stanpit Marsh on 10" Jun, 15" and 19* Aug and nearby
at Mudeford Quay on 21% and 25" Aug. Elsewhere 1 in Brands Bay, Poole
Harbour on 14" Aug and 1 at Camp Road, Wyke Regis on 215t Aug.

Great Skua: there were reports of 1-3 birds on 15 dates throughout the period
from Portland Bill, Chesil Cove, Wyke Regis (Camp Road), East Bexington,
Cogden Beach and Burton Bradstock.

Pomarine Skua: 1E at Weymouth Bay on 5% May, 1 at Ferrybridge on 7" May
and at Portland Bill 1 on 15 Jul, 8 on 3™ Jul and 1 on 16 Aug.

16 Dorset Bird Club



Arctic Skua: there were reports of 1-3 birds on 21 dates throughout the period
from Portland Bill, Chesil Cove, Ferrybridge, Wyke Regis (Camp Road), Cogden
Beach, Burton Bradstock, Charmouth and in the east of the county at Winspit
and over Westbourne.

Puffin: there were a few reports during May-Jul from the traditional sites at
Portland Bill and Dancing Ledge.

Storm Petrel: most reports were from the Portland/Lyme Bay area with
singles at Portland Bill on 23" May, 29" Jun and 26% Aug, 1 at Chesil Cove on 3™
May with 5 there on 25% Aug, singles at Camp Road, Wyke Regis on 21t and 25®
Aug, singles at Cogden Beach on 29" Jun and 25" and 26" Aug and 1 at
Charmouth on 25" Aug. Elsewhere 1 at Alum Chine on 25" Aug.

Fulmar: 1 through Christchurch Harbour on 27%® May was unusual.

Manx Shearwater: most reports were from the Portland/Lyme Bay area with
several high counts at Portland Bill including c2000 early am on 20" Jul. Further
west along Lyme Bay there were sightings from West Bexington, Cogden Beach
including 199 on 26" Jul and Burton Bradstock. Elsewhere there were reports
from Dancing ledge with c10 on 6% Jul and Hengistbury/Mudeford Quay with
5on 12%and 27" Jun, 3 on 29" Jun, 2 on 27% Jul and 1 on 19'% Aug.

Balearic Shearwater: like the previous species most reports were from the
Portland/Lyme Bay area with the highest numbers in early Jul including 140 at
Portland Bill on 3™ with 67 there on 7™ and 85+ at Camp Road, Wyke Regis on
6. Further west along Lyme Bay there were sightings from Abbotsbury
Swannery, West Bexington, Cogden Beach, Burton Bradstock including 17 on 8®
Jul and Charmouth. Elsewhere there were reports from Hengistbury/
Mudeford Quay with 2 on 27" Jul, 1 on 19" Aug and 2 on 215 Aug.

HERONS, EGRETS & ALLIES

Spoonbill: in the Poole Harbour area 3 at Brownsea on 8% Jun and 1 at Lytchett
Fields on 12% Jun were followed by regular sightings from 26% Jul mostly at
Brownsea with numbers increasing to 15 on 26" & 27" Aug. Elsewhere 4E past
Kimmeridge on 10 May, 1 briefly at Abbotsbury Swannery and 1W over Eype
on 13™ May, 1 at Abbotsbury Swannery on 14" May, 2 NE at Melcombe Regis on
26" May and 1 at Lodmoor NR on 18% Aug.

Cattle Egret: there were a few reports in May and Jun involving singles in the
Frome Valley on 10%, 12" & 16™ May and 1 at Stanpit Marsh on 19* Jun. There
was a marked increase in sightings during Jul and Aug from Abbotsbury
Swannery/the Fleet, Poole Harbour and Christchurch Harbour the highest
counts being 6 at Bestwall, Wareham on 26" Aug and 5 at Stanpit Marsh on 21
Jul and Lytchett Fields on 9% Aug. Elsewhere 1 at Southwell, Portland on 26 Jul,
2W close inshore at Winspit on 5" Aug and 4 at Eye Field, Wimborne on 26" Aug.
Great Egret: there were many reports of 1-3 birds at Lodmoor NR and Radipole
NR from 28" Jun to late Aug with single birds wandering to The Fleet on 26" Jun
and Abbotsbury Swannery on 12" and 13" Aug. Elsewhere there were singles
at Stanpit Marsh on 19* Jun and 6% and 12% Jul, Poole on 6" May, Arne NR on
10™ Aug, Hurn on 22" Jul and Longham Lakes on 8% and 9* Aug.

WADERS

Avocet: 1 at Lytchett Bay on 5% Aug, 9 at Brownsea on 26" Aug, 2 at Lodmoor
NR on 30" Aug with 1 there on 315 Aug and 4 Christchurch Harbour on 315 Aug.
Ringed Plover: there were very high counts of 245 at Brownsea and 244 at
Ferrybridge on 27" Aug.
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Little Ringed Plover: late spring migrants with singles at Christchurch
Harbour on 25" May and Bramble Bush Bay, Poole Harbour on 27" May. At
Lytchett Bay 2 on 9" Jun and 1 on 10" Jun were either late spring or early
autumn migrants. Main autumn passage commenced in late Jun at Lytchett
Fields with 3 on 27" and 4 on 30" with numbers increasing to a peak of 15 on
9% Jul (a site record). Elsewhere 3 at Stanpit Marsh on 26" Jul with 1 on 3™ Aug
and 3 on 31% Aug, 3 at Lodmoor NR on 27% Jul with 1 on 29" Jul, 1 on 3" Aug
and 2 on 4" Aug and 1 at Portland Bill on 3" Aug.

Curlew Sandpiper: all records were during Aug with singles at Lodmoor NR on
2" and Holes Bay on 9%, 2 at Stanpit Marsh on 17" with 1 on 21%, singles at
Brownsea on 18%, 26™ and 27" with 2 on 29" and 30" and 1 at Abbotsbury
Swannery on 30%,

Sanderling: spring passage was strongest in late May with notable counts of 35
at Rodden Hive and 21 at Hengistbury on 20" and 16-17 at Ferrybridge on 27th
and 28™. Autumn records were from Stanpit Marsh with 6 on 21 Jul, 5 on 31
Jul and 6 on 30" Aug, Brownsea with 3 on 14" Aug, Ferrybridge with 1 on 31
Jul, 8 on 16" Aug and 3 on 21*t Aug and Chesil Cove with 15 on 20% Aug.

Little Stint: singles at Stanpit Marsh on 21st Jul and 18" Aug, 1 at Lytchett
Fields on 31* Aug, singles at Brownsea on 14" & 17 Aug with 2 on 18 & 30t
Aug, 1 at Lodmoor NR on 29 Aug and 2 at Ferrybridge on 27" Aug with 1 on
281 and 29 Aug.

Ruff: 1 at Abbotsbury Swannery on 27th Jun and 5 at Lodmoor NR on 6th Jul
were early autumn migrants. In Aug the most favoured sites were Lytchett
Fields with 1-2 birds on 8 dates from 11™-31tand Stanpit Marsh with 2 on 11th,
1 on 15%, 4 on 18" and singles on 21%, 30" and 31*. Elsewhere 3 at Arne Moors
on 30", 1 at Lodmoor NR on 18" with 2 on 31t and 1 at Ferrybridge on 17,
Whimbrel: spring passage extended throughout much of May but was heaviest
during the first half of the month with notable counts of 36 at Lodmoor NR,
30 at Chickerell and 10 at Rodden Hive on 2 and 24 at Stanpit Marsh on 14%.
First autumn migrant was 1 at Portland Bill on 26" Jun followed by very small
numbers at coastal sites during Jul and Aug max 15 at Stanpit Marsh on 16" Aug.
Common Sandpiper: first autumn migrant was at Stanpit Marsh on 10® Jun
with more obvious passage at both coastal and inland sites from 20% Jun
onwards with peak counts in Aug of 17 at the Bridging Camp on 11%, c16
around Poole Harbour on 17%, 14 at Stanpit Marsh on 15%, 12 at Abbotsbury
Swannery on 27 and a tight flock of 11+ at Sturminster Marshall GP on 9% (a
high count for an inland site).

Green Sandpiper: Lytchett Fields was the favoured site for this species with
presumably an early autumn migrant on 30" May followed by the main passage
from 20% Jun with several high counts in Jul max 23 on 26" and 27" and Aug
max 27 on 13%. Elsewhere there were reports of 1-5 birds at Stanpit Marsh/
Christchurch Harbour, Brownsea, Holes Bay, Swineham, Middlebere, Ringstead,
Lodmoor NR, Jurassic Pool (Weymouth) and Abbotsbury Swannery. Inland
there were singles at Ashmore on 15th Jun, Alderholt on 24® Jul, Hurn on 25%
Jul, Sturminster Marshall GP on 26 and 29 Jul, Creekmoor Ponds on 4™ Aug and
East Parley on 18" Aug.

Wood Sandpiper: 1 at Ferrybridge on 12% Jul, 1 or 2 birds at Jurassic Pool
(Weymouth) and Lodmoor NR from 237-29% Jul and 1 inland at Silverlake on 30%
Jul. Main passage was in Aug from Stanpit Marsh/Christchurch Harbour with
singles on 5 dates from 15%-30%, Lytchett Fields with 2 on 13" and 16" and singles
on 6 dates from 14"-28% and Lodmoor NR with singles on 11 dates from 37-26%,
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Spotted Redshank: Lytchett Fields was the most favoured site for autumn
migrants with early singles on 20* and 30" Jun followed by singles on 11 dates
from 274-27% Jul and 1-2 birds on 15 dates from 3-31t Aug. Elsewhere in Poole
Harbour at Middlebere 6 on 14 Aug, 2 on 28" Aug and 1 on 31%* Aug and at
Brands Bay 2 on 30" Aug. All other records were from Stanpit Marsh/
Christchurch Harbour with singles on 5 dates from 37-315 Aug and 2 on 19* Aug.
Greenshank: most autumn records were from Poole Harbour, the favoured
sites being Lytchett Fields max 10 on 26 Jul and 18 on 18" Aug, Brownsea max
17 on 27% Aug and Middlebere max 10 on 10" Aug. Elsewhere 1-2 at Stanpit
Marsh on 4 dates from 2"-17% Aug, singles at Lodmoor NR on 24%, 27t & 29
Jul and at Ferrybridge on 22" Jul and 15" Aug.

RAPTORS & OWLS

Osprey: there were many reports during May/early Jun and mid Jul/Aug. Poole
Harbour and its immediate environs was the most favoured area with up to
5 birds present during the latter half of Aug. There was also a good series of
reports of 1-2 birds from Christchurch Harbour during Aug and The Fleet from
Jul and throughout Aug. Elsewhere there were sightings from Portland, Lodmoor
NR, Lower Bryanston, Culpepper’s Dish, Wimborne and Coward’s Marsh.
Honey Buzzard: there was a high number of reports of migrant birds with 1
over Poole on 6" May, 1 over Portland and Radipole RSPB on 20" May, 1N over
Pymore on 27" May, 1 over Ferndown on 30" May, 1 over Portland Bill on 1%
Jun, 1 over Verne Common, Portland on 4 Jun, 1 over Chard Junction on 19 Jul,
1W over Easton, Portland on 3™ Aug, 1W over Wareham on 4% Aug, 1 viewed
from East Lulworth and Wareham Channel on 8" Aug, 1 over Poole Harbour on
20" Aug and 1N over Wakeham, Portland on 28" Aug.

Marsh Harrier: away from the breeding areas, there were singles at Chickerell
and then Charmouth on 8% May, Wyke Down on 13% May and Christchurch
Harbour on 7% and 14 Aug.

Red Kite: there was an exceptionally large coastal movement reported on 10™ May
including 112+ at West Bexington, 87 at Bridport, 63 at Westbourne and 34 at
Lodmoor NR. Otherwise reports from many sites scattered throughout the county.
Short-eared Owl: 1 at Swineham Point on the unseasonal date of 315 May and
1 at St Aldhelm's Head on 31 Aug.

Merlin: singles at Reap Lane, Portland on 6% May, Southwell, Portland on 10®
May, Lodmoor NR on 4% Jun, Christchurch Harbour on 23" and 24" Jul, Wyke
Down on 2" Aug, Burton Bradstock on 27" Aug and Cogden Beach on 30" Aug.

PASSERINES & OTHER LANDBIRDS

Wood Warbler: 1 at Silverlake on 7 May and singles at Christchurch Harbour
on 26" and 27 Aug.

‘Siberian’ Chiffchaff: 1 singing at St Aldhelm's Head on 14" Jun.

Sedge Warbler: 100+ at Priory Marsh, Christchrch Habour on 4th Aug.
Grasshopper Warbler: singles at Lodmoor NR on 15* May and well inland at
Loscombe near Melplash on 20% Jun possibly indicated local breeding.
Nightingale: 1 at Jurassic Pool, Weymouth on 4" May.

Black Redstart: 1 at Chiswell, Portland on 6% Jul.

Whinchat: 17 at Hengistbury on 30* Aug was a notable count.

Wheatear: 100+ at Hengistbury on 30" Aug was a notable count.

Pied Flycatcher: there was a strong passage during Aug both along the coast
and at least 10 widely scattered inland sites max 30+ at Portland Bill on 14,
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Dipper: 1 at Lyme Regis on 8" May and 1 on River Axe at Seaborough on 31° Aug.
Yellow Wagtail: 82 at Portland Bill on 27" Aug.

Tree Pipit: 746 calls at night at Portland Bill on 27%/28% Aug.

Crossbill: there were reports from 4 sites in May max 12 at Studland on 29%. A
major summer influx during Jun resulted in widespread reports from widely
scattered sites both inland and along the coast, the highest counts being 45-50
at Ramsdown Plantation on 28th, 32W at Durlston CP on 22" and 30+ at
Culpepper's Dish on 8th. There were a few reports during Jul and only 3 in Aug.

Rose-coloured Starling:

as a result of a national influx from late May into Jun, a few birds reached
Dorset. On Portland there were reports of 1-2 birds involving possibly as many
as 6 individuals from the Bill, Weston and Easton on 9 dates from 315 May- 24"
Jun. Nearby in Weymouth there was 1 on the Southhill Estate from 4%-11% Jun.
Elsewhere there was 1 at Hengistbury/Southbourne on 3™ and 4% Jun, 1 at
Chickerell on 9% Jun and 1 at West Walls, Wareham on 10" Jun. Later in Aug
there was 1 at Ferrybridge on the roof of the Chesil Beach Visitor Centre and
nearby at Wyke Regis on 8" and on Portland 1 in the Reap Lane, Weston and
Easton area from 14%-19%,

Rose-coloured Starling,
Portland

Left: Janice Grove
24th June

Below: Clive Hargrave
9th June
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Dorset Bird Club Membership

Subscriptions

Annual subscriptions are due on the anniversary of your joining the DBC.
The current rates are:

° Single membership £15.00
e Joint membership (2 adults/at one address) £18.00

Each membership receives copies of the newsletter (pdf or hard copy
options) and a copy of the Bird Report.

DBC also offers:

e  Young Persons Membership £0 (free)
[Aged 21 and under in full-time education. Please note: the newsletters
& annual report for this membership are sent in a pdf format]

Please don’t forget...
if you change your contact details let the Membership Secretary know as
soon as possible.

If you are a tax-payer; and haven’t already done so, please consider completing
a ‘Gift Aid’ form to enable the Club to claim tax back on your subscription.

A form can be downloaded from:
https://dorsetbirds.co.uk/membership/

To join, to renew or for any further information about membership of the
Dorset Bird Club contact the Membership Secretary:

Richard Charman
20 Stourpaine Road
Poole

Dorset, BH17 9AT

email: membership@dorsetbirds.co.uk
phone: 07391 756053







