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Maiden Castle in Dorset is one of the largest and most complex Iron Age hillforts in 

Europe - the size of 50 football pitches. Its huge multiple ramparts, mostly built in the 

1st century BC, once protected hundreds of residents. When it was first built, the 

gleaming white chalk ramparts would have towered over the surrounding landscape. It is 

also possibly the best site in Dorset to see Corn Bunting, Yellowhammer and Golden 

Plover. Grey Partridge are also frequently seen there. 

Although you might see all these species anywhere in the vicinity, Corn Buntings are 

most commonly found in the fields directly below the northern ramparts of the castle, 

i.e., near the car park. Yellowhammers can be found foraging on the ground together 

with Corn Buntings, as well as in surrounding trees and bushes. Grey Partridges are 

most likely to be found in the longer grass near this fence. Common arable land species 

are here: Linnet, Goldfinch, Chaffinch, Greenfinch, Meadow Pipit, Skylark, Stock Dove, 

Lapwing. Large numbers of Golden Plover (1,000+) can be found between November 

and March with a peak in February. 

Yellow Wagtail, Wheatear, Redstart, Spotted Flycatcher, Whinchat and even Honey 

Buzzard and Wryneck can be seen on migration, especially during the autumn migration. 

Merlin, Red Kite and Quail have all been recorded here in recent years and there is one 

record of Snow Bunting.  Mediterranean Gulls and Lapwings are often numerous in 

winter, besides the regular Golden Plover flock. 

Parking 

Approximately 20 spaces with access to the hillfort directly from the free car park. The 

access lane is too narrow for a coach. 3-4 minibuses could be accommodated, however 

parking is not controlled. 

Road access 

Car park is at the end of Maiden Castle Road, 2 miles southwest of Dorchester. It is a 35 

minute walk from Dorchester South railway station. 

Bus access 

Damory service 1 to Maiden Castle Lane and then walk 1⁄2 mile. Alternatively, First 

service 10 or Damory service 183 to Winterbourne Monkton (3⁄4 mile walk) or First 

service 31 or Damory service 61 (Wed only) and alight between Martinstown and 

Poundbury and use footpath 1 mile 

Walking routes 

A - The most productive route is to follow the rough track along the bottom of the 

ramparts, with the field fence on your left. 3.0 km (Map 1). 

B – From Monkey’s Jump (A35 roundabout; parking place on the road bend SW of 

MacDonald’s at SY664900) south on the bridleway past the 'crossroads' up towards the 

hillfort and then down to the Maiden Castle car park - this is often best for Corn Bunting 

and migrants. 3.6 km there and back (Map 2). 



C - From Maiden Castle car park back to the cycle track and then along to the 

'crossroads' turn left and back down to the car park. 2 km, cycle track mobility-

accessible but bumpy and can be muddy (Map 3). Walk can be extended by continuing 

along the cycle track beyond the ‘crossroads’ to the farm buildings and back. 

D – Another access point to the hillfort is from roadside parking opposite the cricket 

pitch at SY661880 (Map 4). Walk northwards up the footpath that runs along the west 

side of the hillfort, keeping an eye on Hog Hill to the left (no public access but viewable 

from the footpath)  

Maps 

1 - from Alltrails -  route round the hillfort from the car park at end of Maiden Castle 

Road.  Footpaths given as dotted black line. 

 

2 – from Alltrails - parking place on the road bend SW of MacDonald’s to N side of hillfort 

then to Maiden Castle car park (return route same way or via cycle track as in Map 3). 

 

 



3 – from Alltrails – route from Maiden Castle car park (green dot) back up Maiden Castle 

road, along cycle track and back to the car park 

 

4 – from Streetmap – showing main car park and footpaths/bridleways. Not also the 

footpath north from the Martinstown/Winterborne St Martin – Winterborne Monkton lane.  

 

 


