
 

Sutton Bingham Reservoir – A site guide to the southern end – by Tim Farr 

Main Car Park GR: ST548111 

Southern Pull In GR: ST546105 

Whereas the bulk of this small reservoir lies in Somerset, the extreme southern end does sit in Dorset, 

though not much of the site is accessible or viewable from public rights of way. For the purist Dorset 

listers you may have a dilemma ticking birds in Dorset if you are in Somerset, but scanning the 

southern end from just over the border will give you the chance of seeing birds that are technically in 

Dorset itself…even if you are not! 

Drive south from the A35 towards Halstock, following the road as the reservoir lies to your left. There 

is a car park and toilets at the northern end of the reservoir and you can park here and walk south 

through the wild flower meadows, however, you will be in Somerset. If you continue driving south 

there is a small pull in that will hold two cars, a gate gives entry to the reservoir itself. Walk through 

the gate in to the field and from here you can set up and scan the area to the south. The county 

boundary lies about one hundred metres south of this viewing area. Please note that most areas of 

the reservoir are not open to the public and Rangers on site will challenge you if you are trespassing. 

There is also a strict No Dogs ruling on Wessex Water land and again you will be asked to leave if you 

are found walking a dog on site. 

During winter months wildfowl are the most likely birds to be seen in this area, with wintering flocks 

of Teal and Wigeon the most common species (and the flocks are always worth checking as American 

Wigeon and Green-winged Teal have both been recorded in the past), though occasionally other 

dabbling ducks such as Pintail, Gadwall and Shoveler may drop in. Diving ducks are less common, with 

Tufted Duck being the most likely to be encountered. Pochard is now a less than annual visitor to the 

reservoir and Goldeneye is very uncommon. Mandarin breed on site and are most numerous in late 



Summer and early Autumn. Great Crested Grebes and Cormorants are ever present. In the Spring and 

Summer you may hear singing Reed Warblers and Reed Buntings, and there is always the chance of a 

Hobby. Ospreys are regularly seen, though they are passage birds in both Spring and Autumn, though 

an occasional bird may linger in the Autumn for a few days so it is worth checking the pylons which 

may also hold the occasional Peregrine. Autumn wader passage is very much governed by the water 

levels. With low water levels in late Summer and early Autumn anything could turn up on the exposed 

mud. Common Sandpipers are by far the most numerous wader, with Green Sandpiper, Redshank, 

Greenshank and Black-tailed Godwit all regular. Scarcer waders can also put in an appearance with 

Little Stint, Ringed Plover and Little Ringed Plover the most likely. There have also been recent records 

of Spotted Sandpiper and Pectoral Sandpiper. Great White Egrets are now almost annual, mainly due 

to the expanding population on the Avalon Marshes not too far to the north. 

There is also a public footpath that cuts through the wooded area beyond the southern end of the 

reservoir, crossing an area known as Cotton Bridge. The best place to park is the same pull in 

mentioned above and then walking along the road south until you pass Barret’s House Farm on your 

left, pass through the gate and cross the arable field, continuing east until you enter the Cotton Bridge 

area. Please note that the public footpath runs along Cotton Bridge to fields on the far side and all 

other areas are strictly private with no public access so please do not stray from the footpath. 

The birds that may be encountered in this area are mainly your commoner woodland species, 

however, there are still breeding Marsh Tits in this area. There is an outside chance of a Woodcock 

being put up as you walk along the footpath and Snipe are common in this area. A calling Water Rail 

may be noted in the Winter months and Tawny Owls may also be heard. The arable field that you cross 

between the road and Cotton Bridge can hold flocks of Meadow Pipits in the Winter, which in turn 

may attract predators such as Sparrowhawks. 

 


