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Sherborne — A site guide to the west of the town — by Tim Farr
Bradford Road/Lenthay Common GR: ST621157
Sherborne Sewage Works GR: ST631153

The western edge of Sherborne consists mainly of open farmland which is primarily arable in use.
Leave Sherborne along Bradford Road, heading west towards Bradford Abbas but taking the first left
down an avenue of trees and parking off the road.

The trees in this area can hold a variety of species depending on the time of year. The beech mast
often contains flocks of Chaffinch in the Winter months and rarely a Brambling may be amongst
them. Both Fieldfare and Redwing are often seen and scanning the fields to the west of the road that
leads down to Lenthay Common can produce Red-legged Partridge and the scarcer Grey Partridge.
Skylarks are present throughout the year, with flocks gathering in the Winter, the same can be said
about Linnets, whereas Meadow Pipits are only likely in the Winter months. With a bit of
perseverance and a little luck you may see Yellowhammers. A wintering flock of Golden Plover is
often present in this general area, and can be as close as the field immediately to the west of the
road down to Lenthay Common, but may just as likely be in or over the other fields in the area, less
likely are flocks of Lapwing. Occasionally raptors can be seen in this area with Kestrel, Sparrowhawk
and Buzzard being the most common as one would expect, however, scarcer birds of prey have
included Hobby, Merlin, Peregrine and Red Kite and a male Montagu’s Harrier was seen in the area
in the Spring of 2021. Passage migrants such as Wheatear and Stonechat are possible but visiting
warblers such as Whitethroat, Lesser Whitethroat and Blackcap are fairly common. A walk around
Lenthay Common itself can be productive.

To the south-west of Sherborne there is a large sewage treatment works, all of which is private and
does not afford access. However, if you take the road down to the household waste and recycling



centre you can drive to the end where there is room for at least one car to park. This area is next to
the old water mill and is an area of rough vegetation adjacent to the sewage treatment works. The
surrounding fields are mainly pasture but the field immediately to the south of the rough land by the
mill is occasionally used for feed crops.

The area around the mill building itself and the stream that runs alongside the road is a good site for
Grey Wagtail, with at least one pair breeding in the area. Very rarely a Dipper may be found on the
stream, mainly in Winter if the water levels are low and occasionally a Kingfisher may whizz through.
Little Egrets are another scarce visitor and may be seen feeding in the stream or it the adjacent
fields, especially if some flooding has occurred.

Amongst the scrub and the trees that follow the stream you will come across commoner birds but
during Spring and Autumn passage there is the possibility of less common passerine migrants with
Spotted Flycatcher, Garden Warbler and Lesser Whitethroat all known to pass through. Late Autumn
and Winter can produce Yellow-browed Warbler and Firecrest. Red Kite is a possibility in the area
with sightings over the recycling centre and surrounding fields being not that uncommon. The fields
themselves can produce both Red-legged and Grey Partridge, but the former are much more likely
and migrant thrushes are regular in the Winter. This is also a good area for gulls, with large numbers
being attracted to the refuse at the recycling centre but usually outside of the working day when
disturbance is limited. The majority will be Herring Gulls but occasionally other species will be
attracted in, with Common, Mediterranean and Great Black-backed Gulls having all be recorded. This
area also seems to be a bit of a flyway with Cormorants often following the stream, presumably
heading towards the small lake at Sherborne Castle a few miles to the east, and large numbers of
hirundines following the valley during Autumn migration. Other noticeable local scarcities recorded
around the sewage works include Hawfinch, Water Rail and Snipe.



