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Welcome to the 30th consecutive Lytchett Bay annual report. The data that we have gathered & published 
over the period constitutes a comprehensive log of the siteôs ornithological importance since 1992. Since 
2014, thanks to work led by Nick Hull, we have widened the report to cover a much wider taxa, interest in 
this section is growing year on year (page 49). This year we welcome Joe Parker to the editorial team. Joe 
has taken over the preparation of the bird ringing report (page 7) and ringing data. Thanks also Stephen F 
Smith an update on the botanical interest of the arable plants at Lytchett Fields (page 75). 
 
As alluded to in the introduction last yearôs report, 2021 began much in the same way as 2020 had 
progressedéin Covid 19 lockdown. However the restrictions were not quite so tight and all of our regular 
observers were able to visit on a regular basis, perhaps more regularly due to the lack of other options! As 
the year moved on these restrictions eased but interest in biological recording was maintained and 
excellent coverage was achieved throughout the whole year. 
 
Weather, in terms of birds and birdwatching, could be best described as unhelpful. There wasnôt any 
severely cold weather at either end of the year. An extended dry spell in March continued into April but was 
not accompanied by high temperatures, in fact April was very cold, well below average with frequent frosts.  
 

 
Not quite what we expected to wake up to on 5th May. No 
wonder our summer migrants and breeding resident birds 
struggled. © Shaun Robson 

As we moved into May, the coldest since 1996, we 
received double our usual rainfall and many 
breeding species consequently struggled due to the 
shortage of food. June and July enjoyed some spells 
of very hot weather but also spells of very heavy rain 
and local flooding.  Like May, July had double the 
average rainfall in Dorset. August was once again 
dominated by persistent westerly cyclonic conditions 
and migration was slow to get underway. By and 
large this weather pattern continued during autumn. 
Winds from an easterly direction were rare, 
northerlies likewise. These are the directions that we 
long for. November wasnôt unkind and persistence 
allowed us to conduct our pipit studies with some 
success.  
 
 

Given the weather it might be reasonable to presume that it was a poor year for birding. In fact the opposite 
was true. 167 species were recorded, the second most ever. 3 new species were added to the Lytchett Bay 
list moving it on to 232. A number of new record counts and early and late date records were established 
and more birds were ringed than ever before. No doubt all of this mainly due to the ever-increasing 
obsessions of the local ringers and birders. 
 
The highlights of year included our first Guillemot, White-tailed Eagle and White Stork, all of whose stay 
was short, a few hours to a few seconds. The 3rd Pectoral Sandpiper was a little more obliging, but only a 
little! The 5th Wryneck showed itself only to its finder. However a drumming Lesser Spotted Woodpecker 
granted us several first-class performances. The star of the show in terms of visitor attraction and 
photographic opportunity was a lingering Hoopoe (our 6th) in October.  
 
The discovery of the 9th Aquatic Warbler in the ongoing westerlies was perhaps the biggest surprise of the 
year. Ringing also produced more than 100 Grasshopper Warblers, 30 colour-ringed, presumed, 
Scandinavian Rock Pipits and returning Water Pipits and Jack Snipe from previous winters. 
 
Nocturnal sound recording picked up our second Ortolan and a couple of surprise Hawfinches. 
 
Barnacle Goose, Goosander, Knot, Common & Sandwich Tern and Jay occurred in greater numbers than 
ever before along with Firecrest which also bred for the first time. 
 
Shaun Robson, Feb 2022. 
 
Cover photos: Hoopoe (Mark Wright) Water Pipit (Ian Ballam) 
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Lytchett Bay ï people and wildlife 
 
Considerable progress was made during the year with our major projects. Though this work has yet to 
deliver visible action on the ground, exciting access projects are moving closer and it is hoped that 2022 
will produce results which will both aid visitors and assist in reducing disturbance to our local wildlife. 
 
Despite the on-going pandemic so many people have been working to improve Lytchett Bay and much has 
been achieved 
 
The RSPB created new ñDragonfly Poolsò in the field on the Bay side of Slough Lane. These will remain 
private but it is hoped to lead short dragonfly watching tours once they are established.  
 

  
Pools after construction and starting to fill with rainwater © Shaun Robson 

 
Thanks to support by the RSPB and volunteer donations we established a winter bird feeding station at 
the Pool viewpoint at Lytchett Fields and this was kindly managed and maintained by Ian Ballam. 
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Birds of Poole Harbour are ready to deliver their House Martin nest tower at the SANG car park. This will 
be installed in April 2022. This ground-breaking installation seeks to enhance the local population based 
around Frenches Farm. 
 
During the autumn, in partnership with Stour Ringing Group, Birds of Poole Harbour delivered an 
exciting opportunity to attend Bearded Tit ringing demonstrations at Lytchett Bay.  Guests were offered 
a unique insight into the bird ringing scheme and monitoring of this elusive reedbed-specialist, as well as a 
chance to familiarise themselves with other common autumn migrants such as Reed Bunting, Reed, Sedge 
and Cetti's Warblers. 
 
The weather was kind and 3 (out or 4) planned highly successful sessions showcased a stunning array of 
Species. A total of 139 new birds were ringed and these featured 10 new Bearded Tit and 8 more that had 
been ringed previously. Other species highlights from the demos included Firecrest, Redwing, Water Rail 
and Treecreeper! The sold-out sessions welcomed 85 attendees and raised £1,271.54 for conservation.  
 

 
© Alex King 

Not surprisingly there was some 
great feedback. 
 
ñI enjoyed every minute of it - one of 
the nicest wildlife events Iôve 
attended. Loved the 
anticipation of what bird would come 
out of the canvas bag, the privilege 
to see the bird up close 
and the ñfinaleò with the male 
bearded tit! I learned a lot about bird 
migration and the ringing 
process too.ò 
 
ñOne highlight after another. Brilliant 
event!!!ò 
 
ñBloominô brilliant! 
 

We are very grateful Dorset Wildlife Trust (DWT) and Amphibian & Reptile Conservation (ARC) for access 
Permissions and hope to repeat these events in 2022. 
 
The Bird and Recreation Initiative has been created with the aim of raising awareness about recreational 
disturbance to over wintering birds in Poole Harbour and has been widely welcomed by conservation 
organisations around the harbour. 
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This We are very grateful for their visits and engagement events at Lytchett Bay and we look forward to 
working closely with them in 2022. 
 

 

Volunteer events were undertaken at 
RSPB Lytchett Fields to maintain the new 
hedge and clear gorse from around the 
viewpoints.  
 
Monthly litter community picks organised by 
Oceans to Earth and Reconnect at Turlin 
Moor are making a huge difference to the 
local shoreline. In addition 20 abandoned 
boats were removed from the shoreline by 
the Environment Agency. 
 

 
Upton Hedgehog Community Group continue to do great work in raising awareness of our health but 
vulnerable population of this rapidly declining but much-loved mammal (see page 51 for their update) 
 
The best way to stay connected with all that is going on at Lytchett Bay is to follow one of our social media 
channels where we share news of sightings, discoveries and events. Twitter (@LytchettP) now has 718 
followers and Facebook (Friends of Lytchett Bay) 353 friends. Please help us bring these to life by posting 
your news and photographs on a regular basis. 
 
Nick Hullôs map below gives a complete overview of the recording area. Whilst we have named as many 
sites as we can, please remember that some areas remain private and we would be grateful if visitors stick 
to the extensive network of public and permissive pathways that are available. There is a wide selection of 
viewpoints that provide visibility of the area. 
 
The Guide to Birding Lytchett Bay remains the ñgo toò document for someone wishing to visit the site for the 
first time. 
 
https://www.birdsofpooleharbour.co.uk/pdf/guide_birding_lytchett_bay_2.pdf 
 

 
         Sunset from South Haven, Turlin Moor © Andrew Francis 

https://www.birdsofpooleharbour.co.uk/pdf/guide_birding_lytchett_bay_2.pdf
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Bird Ringing 2021 ï Joe Parker 
For a second consecutive year the site reported a record-breaking season with 2,793 birds of 57 species 
ringed. Efforts were spread between three sites: Lytchett Fields (31 visits), Lytchett Heath/Reedbeds (61 
visits) and Sandy Close Pond (13 visits). Collectively, ringing activities took place on 101 dates. More than 
100 birds were ringed on 4 sessions. 
 

  

As usual, early autumn was 
largely devoted to Aquatic 
Warbler migration. Despite 
unfavourable wind directions 
for much of late-July and 
August, efforts were 
rewarded with one juvenile 
ringed! A huge record-
breaking Grasshopper 
Warbler total was also 
notable. 
 
 
 
 
Our 100th Grasshopper Warbler of 
the season © Shaun Robson 

 
Ongoing efforts to ring Bearded Tit, coupled with a new series of Bearded Tit ringing demonstrations 
delivered by Birds of Poole Harbour, continued to prove valuable. Increased nocturnal efforts confirmed 
winter site fidelity in Jack Snipe for the site. 
 

 
 

Continued participation in the national Water Pipit 
colour-ringing project delivered repeat success 
and inspired the launch of a site-specific Rock 
Pipit colour-ringing project. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Presumed Scandinavian Rock Pipit ñADò 30th Oct 2021 © 
Shaun Robson 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Water Pipit ñ0Kò 7th Nov 2020 © Shaun Robson 
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A selection of notable recoveries notified to Stour RG are shown on the maps below. 
 
Lytchett Bay 2021 international ringing recoveries and controls map 

 
 
Lytchett Bay 2021 international colour-ring sightings map 
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Appendix 2 summarises species ringing totals. Details of recoveries and controls are detailed under 
species accounts. Since 1983, at least 32,304 birds of 87 species have been ringed at Lytchett Bay. We 
continue to research historical data and add new data & discoveries as we find them. Our ringing data is 

published regularly at [Trektellen.org] - Migration counts & captures  
 
 
Acknowledgements: 
 
The Birds of Poole Harbour & Dorset Bird Club host this and our previous annual reports on their websites 
which is hugely appreciated. 
 
SR would like to add particular thanks to Ian Ballam for his continued commitment to birding and bird 
recording at Lytchett Bay and for his support with various volunteer activity at Lytchett Fields. To friends at 
Stour Ringing Group for companionship and hard work. Many thanks his fellow editors Nick Hull, Joe 
Parker and Stephen Smith for their survey work and assistance in researching and writing this report. 
 
Stour Ringing Group would like to thank the RSPB, Post Green Estate, DWT & ARC for their kind 
permission to ring at Lytchett Bay. 
 
Many thanks to all the observers who supplied records and comments via BirdTrack, e-Bird, Twitter and 
other information sources. Finally, to everyone who has allowed us to use their excellent images which 
brighten and decorate this report. Please keep them coming. 
 

 
 
A fabulous capture of one of our favourite waders. Juvenile Black-tailed Godwit, Lytchett Fields. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.trektellen.org/
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Systematic List 2021 -  Shaun Robson, with ringing data by Joe Parker 
 

4692 specific records were collated during the year via the @BirdTrack and @Team_eBird databases 
covering 167 species. In addition, many more records of common species were submitted via ñcomplete 
listsò to both databases. Each of the main sites at Lytchett Bay have been set up as e-Bird ñHotspotsò, 
users of e-Bird are encouraged to log their sightings against these. If anyone would like advice on the use 
of e-Bird then SR is very happy to try and support. BirdTrackôs site mechanism is based around 1km 
squares, again records logged against the actual square are most helpful. 
 
BTO Wetland Bird Surveys (WeBS) are conducted monthly from September to March. RSPB Lytchett 
Fields is surveyed completely bi-weekly on the high tide. This data is incorporated within the species 
accounts. 
 
BirdTrack functionality has been used to generate graphs showing the weekly maxima throughout the year 
for some regularly occurring species. The interpretation of these requires some caution as not all ñgraphedò 
species are counted every week; this can lead to gaps in the data. Where necessary this is clarified in the 
text.  
 
Bird records were received from the recording area on all but 4 days as set out below. 
 

JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC 
31 28 31 30 31    27 31 31 30 31 30 30 

 
The systematic list follows the latest IOC list as followed by the Dorset Bird Club.   
 
Species names are followed by 2 or 3 numbers. The first is the record known count recorded at the Bay. 
This now includes historical counts by observers going back to 1975. The middle figure is the maximum 
day count in the period since 1992 (if less than the first). The final figure is the number of years in which the 
species has been recorded since 1992 (max 30), the year in which the current spell of comprehensive 
coverage began. 
 
The symbol which follows each species name shows the direction of travel of the species status at Lytchett 
Bay over the last 5 years. We think these are quite intuitive; strongly increasing, increasing, stable, 
declining and strongly declining. Hopefully this feature will enable others to compare the data from this site 
with experiences at their own site and engender some debate and understanding. 
 
Dark-bellied Brent Goose: (144 ï 22) k 
Uncommon winter visitor. The change in status that occurred in 2011 shows no sign of reversing. Present 
until 28th Mar and from 14th Oct after which birds were present almost daily until the year end. Max 117 on 
13th Nov. 
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Red-breasted Goose: 
Escape from captivity. One sitting on the water in the Bay on the morning of 17th Aug was quite a surprise 
(SR et al). Photographs suggested that it was carrying a blue darvic ring. Pulses might have been racing a 
little faster had it been found among the Brents on 17th Nov! 
 
Canada Goose: (602 ï 30) k 
Increasingly frequent visitor. 1 pair bred again raising 4 young. In autumn large numbers passed over the 
site as they commuted between feeding and roosting sites on a NW-SE axis. Max 506 on 23rd Oct. 
 

  Monthly max: 
JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC 
13 41 9 n.c. 92 32 31 n.c. 33 506 225 n.c. 

 
Barnacle Goose: (50 ï 11) 
Scare migrant, some records refer to feral residents. At least 50, circled Lytchett Bay for more than 15 
minutes on 10th Jan. These were very vocal and were presumably a wild winter flock. A record count for the 
Bay (previously 42 on 12th Dec 2010).  
 
All other records referred to a summering bird that associated with the Canada Geese.  Seen on 3rd Jun 
and frequently between 7th Oct & 9th Nov. 
 
Greylag Goose: (40 ï 22) n 
Uncommon feral wanderer. Recorded in 9 months on at least 31 dates. Max 26 on 25th Aug. 
 
White-fronted Goose: (23 ï 6) 
Rare migrant. 5w early on 31st Jan included 3 adults (IB). The first record since one on 2nd Dec 2010. 
 
Mute Swan: (58 ï 30) n 
Uncommon resident, increases in winter. Bred between 2002-2007 and in 2015. 
 

  Monthly max:  
JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC 

5 3     5 2 2 0 0 0 5 11 16 11 
 
Egyptian Goose: (8 ï 8) k 
Scarce feral visitor, records continue to increase year on year. The first record was in 2011. Recorded on 
23 dates, the most ever. 2 lingered during Jan & Feb and increased to 5 on some dates. There were further 
records of 2 in both Apr and Nov. 
 
Shelduck: (645 ï 548 ï 30) m 
Occasional breeder and winter visitor. A family party inc 6 chicks were seen on 30th Jun. Max 122 on 30th 
Nov. Overall a small improvement on 2020. 
 

  Monthly max: 
JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC 
79 86 57 29 27 13 2 5 3 4 122 105 

 

Shoveler: (28 ï 29) n 
Scarce visitor, which can occur at any time. A good year with 39 bird-days on 17 dates. Records in both 
winter periods. Max 8 on 2nd Jan. 
 
Gadwall: (73 ï 25) k 
Increasingly frequent visitor. Bred in 2016, 2020 & possibly this year. 4 well grown young were seen in 
early Jul. Most birds in late spring and early summer are presumed to be non-breeding individuals.  
 

  Monthly max: 
JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC 
11 2 6 16 10 13 7 0 2 1 12 14 
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Wigeon: (732 ï 30) n 
Common winter visitor. Absent from 12th Apr until 23rd Aug. Max 490 on 8th Nov. Birds regularly visited 
Lytchett Fields in the second winter period, max 240 on 28th Oct. 
 

  Bay monthly max: 
JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC 
244 250 176 1 0 0 0 12 165 466 490 450 

 
Mallard: (123 ï 30) n 
Breeds at several sites around the recording area. Very regular on Sandy Close Pond. Fewer in winter. 
 

  Monthly max: 
JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC 

9 2 20 12 12 52 25 79 78 8    27 22 
 
Northern Pintail: (21 - 22) n 
Scare visitor. A typical year with 45 bird-days on 11 dates until 26th Feb and from 9th Sep, when one was 
sound recorded at night. Max 11 on 29th Dec. 
 
Teal: (1345 ï 30) k 
Winter visitor and passage migrant. Max 472 on 21st Sep. Unlike the previous two years birds did not 
abandon Lytchett Fields in December. 
 

  Monthly max: 
JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC 
200 213 156 106 6    8 23 90 472 468 355 358 

 
Pochard: (24 ï 16) n 
Rare visitor. 2 records. 2 females on 6th Feb and 2 males on 20th Dec. 
 

Tufted Duck: (20 ï 17) n 
Rare visitor. 2 records. A male on 6th Feb and 2 males on 18th Dec. 
 
Goosander: (4 ï 10) 
Rare visitor. A good year, seen on 3 dates 
including a record count. One on 3rd Nov, 4 
flew over Lytchett Bay View on 22nd Nov (a 
record, previously 3 on 3 dates). Finally and 
perhaps most surprisingly a redhead on a very 
flooded Lytchett Fields on 4th Dec. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This flock brightened an uneventful vis-mig watch  
© Shaun Robson  
 
Red-breasted Merganser: (73 ï 30) n  
Winter visitor. Recorded on at least 65 dates until 23rd Mar and from 1st Dec. The period of occurrence 
seems to be contracting year on year. April departures and October arrivals were once the norm. 
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  Monthly max: 
JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC 
13 12 8 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 7 

 
Red-legged Partridge: (4 - 7) 
Rare visitor emanating from local releases. 1 on 5th Apr was the only record. 
 
Pheasant:  n 
Common resident.  
 
Nightjar: (3 ï 21) n 
Irregular breeder. A very poor year with sadly no indication of breeding within the recording area for the first 
time in many years. The first record was interesting, a churring bird from Turlin Moor on 25th Jun. Only 4 
further records until 27th Aug. 1 ringed. 
 
Swift: (113 ï 30) n 
Passage migrant and occasional local breeder. Recorded between 24th Apr - 18th Aug. Max count 15 on 
22nd Jun. 
 
Cuckoo: (2 ï 29) n  

Scarce visitor in spring. The 3rd good year in a row. Recorded on 20 dates between 20th Apr ï 2nd Jun. 2 
present on 30th Apr. All autumn records are unusual. Singles seen on 25th Aug at Turlin Moor & 6th Sep at 
Lytchett Fields. 
 
Stock Dove: (72 ï 30) k 
Uncommon resident, increasing. At least 2 pairs bred in the vicinity of Lytchett Fields. The arable field 
proved attractive in both winter periods. Max 52 on 10th Feb and 48 on 29th Dec. 
 
Woodpigeon: (17,785 ï 30) n 
Common resident and autumn migrant. Autumn movements were few. Max 536w on 4th Nov. 2 ringed. 
 
Collared Dove: (18 ï 30) n 
Resident.  Recorded across the site on a daily basis. 
 
Water Rail: (67 pairs ï 30) n 
Common resident and winter visitor. No perceived change in status after 2013ôs complete breeding survey 
found 67 prs. 2 ringed. 
 
Moorhen: (18 ï 30) k 
Common resident. Breeds widely across the area, much more so than in the past. A pair bred at Sandy 
Close Pond for the third year in a row. First brood was predated in nest. Second brood hatched 7 and 6 
believed to have fledged. One juv remaining on pond with parents until year end. Max full grown birds at 
any one site was 10 at Lytchett Fields in Dec. 
 
Coot: (62 ï 19) 
Very scarce visitor, though night recording is 
proving that they are frequent overhead 
nocturnal migrants! 
 
The first was sound recorded on 8th Feb at the 
Lytchett Way listening station and on a further 
11 dates in spring. One was seen near the 
Waterworks from 11th - 15th Sep. Sound 
recorded on 5 dates in the autumn.  
 

 
Photographic evidence that Coot does actually occur at Lytchett Bay. 
The first sighting since 9th ï 12th May 2016! © Ian Ballam 
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Little Grebe: (12 - 30) n                          

Winter visitor. Present in the Bay, and occasionally on Lytchett Fields, until 15th Mar and from 14th Jul. Max 
7 on 18th Nov. 
                                          

Great Crested Grebe; (7 - 27) k 

Increasingly frequent visitor. A sharp return to normal after last yearôs excess. Seen on only 28 dates with 
none between 21st May - 28th Aug. Max 2 on several dates. 
 
Oystercatcher: (400 ï 30) n 
A common winter visitor and passage migrant. Turlin Fields and Turlin Shore at high tide remain the 
favored locations, with fewer birds remaining in the bay to feed at low tide. Increasingly birds are seen on 
Lytchett Fields, particularly in spring and summer.  
 
Whilst birds were seen frequently at Lytchett Fields in spring there was no repeat of 2020ôs breeding 
attempt. The maximum count was on 21st Jan at Turlin Fields. 
 

  Monthly max: 
JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC 

175 132 n.c. 4 5 4 2 13 29 53 34   122 

            

Pied Avocet: (327 ï 29) k 
Increasingly regular winter visitor and passage migrant. Year on year occurrence seems less reliant on cold 
weather.  Present daily until 7th Mar and from 23rd Oct.  There were occasional records from Lytchett Fields 
(max 60 on 3rd Dec) and birds roosted on Turlin Point frequently during both winter periods.  
 

 Monthly max: 
JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC 
162 131   11    2    0   0   0    0    0   7  163  152 

 
W(A)+B(Y) (EW17769) was present on 6th Jan 2021 and 27th Nov 2021. 

 

 
Incredibly, this bird was ringed as a pullus with a 
metal ring at Holland Haven, Essex, England on 11th 
Jun 2010 and then subsequently colour marked 
whilst sitting on a nest at Westkapelle, 
NETHERLANDS almost 10 yrs later on 6th May 
2020.  
 
In 2021, the bird was again recorded at 
Westkapelle, Netherlands before returning to Essex 
in Aug 2021 on its return journey to us. 
 
© Shaun Robson 

 
GB+BY (EY78234) was present on 5th Jan 2021 and 14th Feb 2021. 

 
 

 
It was ringed as a pullus at Beaulieu River, 
Hampshire on 25th Jun 2014. A movement of 44km. 
 
It has previously been recorded at Lytchett Bay on 
8th Feb 2015, 2nd Jan 2019 and 19th Dec 2020. The 
bird was sexed as a male when it returned to breed 
at Normandy Marsh, Hants in 2019, fledging four 
chicks. Graham Giddens (ringer) has confirmed that 
the blue ring on left leg was lost in early 2020. 
 
© Shaun Robson 
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RB+YB (EY04836) was present on 2nd Jan 2021, 1st and 4th Feb 2021. 

 
 

 
It was ringed as a pullus at Greenabella Marsh, 
Hartlepool, Cleveland on 24th Jun 2014. It has 
previously been encountered at Lytchett Bay on 11th 
Jan 2018. The bird has also been seen in Essex, 
west and north Yorkshire. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
© Ian Ballam 
 

Yfl(6X)/m+Y (ER93334) was present on 25th Nov 2021. 
 
It was ringed as a pullus at Conder Green, Lancashire on 1st Jun 2021. A movement of 477 km. This bird 
has also been seen in Lincolnshire & Teeside. 
 
 
Lapwing: (3000 ï 30) n 
Formerly bred, now a non-breeding visitor in smaller numbers. Bred regularly during early 1990ôs. Last 
confirmed breeding 1999. 1 or 2 birds were present during Apr and May but there was no evidence of a 
breeding attempt. Birds were recorded in every month. The max count of 493 was on 15th Feb.  
 
 

 
 
2 colour ringed Lapwing give some insight as to the origins of our winter flock. Not too far away based on 
these two birds. 
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Nfl//WN+N//Bm was present on 14th, 16th and 24th Nov 2021. 

 
 

 
It was ringed as a pullus at Avon Tyrell South, 
Hampshire on 9th Jul 2021. A movement of 20 km. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
© Ian Ballam 

 
G//GN + Nfl//Bm was present on 12th Oct and 10th Dec 2021. 

 
 

 
It was ringed as an adult female at Watton's Ford, 
Avon Valley, Hampshire on 16th Apr 2021. A 
movement of 24 km. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
© Ian Ballam 
 

Grey Plover: (18 ï 24) n 
Scarce visitor. The poorest year for some-time. Single birds on on 6 dates. 10th Feb at Turlin Moor, 26th Mar 
in the Bay, 31st Aug & 3rd - 5th Sep at Lytchett Fields. 
 
Ringed Plover; (50 ï 26) n 
Passage migrant, previously scarce. 212 bird-days on 65 dates. Whilst presence was almost exactly the 
same as 2020, numbers were c33% down. 
 
Spring migration 27th Mar ï 2nd Jun.  Max 23 on 8th May. Autumn migration 22nd Jun ï 1st Oct. Max 10 on 
18th Aug. The majority of records in both seasons coming from Lytchett Fields, though the first of the year 
was sound recorded at Lytchett Way. Frequently sound recorded at night during early May and Sep. 
 
Little Ringed Plover: (15 ï 19) k 
Increasingly frequent summer visitor. After last yearôs successful breeding hopes were high of a repeat this 
year. Following the first two birds on the relatively late date of 28th Mar, hopes increased with the arrival of 
more birds. Spring passage was strong and separating migrants from potential breeders was not initially 
easy. Spring numbers peaked with a spring record 12 on 22nd Apr. 
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Copulation was first noted on 21st Apr and by the first week of May we were confident that 3 separate pairs 
were present. During May expectedly birds became more elusive and it was hoped that incubation was 
taking place. Unfortunately May was also exceptionally wet and many birds seemed to be struggling. Sadly 
as time went on it was clear that none of the pairs had been successful and only 1 pair remained by early 
Jun. 
 
Return passage was surprisingly weak with a max of 6 on two July dates and the last birds of the year seen 
on 25th Jul. The number of bird-days was the best ever (obviously helped by the record breeding presence) 
ï 334 (previous best being 214 in 2020). All records came from Lytchett Fields, except for 5 in flight over 
Lytchett Heath on 2nd Apr. 
 
Whimbrel: (157 ï 30) n 
Passage migrant, most numerous in Spring. The first on 12th Apr was followed by 296 bird-days up until 
27th May, max 28 on 27th Apr. Autumn passage occurred between 4th Jul ï 1st Sep involving 54 bird-days, 
max 4 on 31st Jul. Frequently sound recorded at night during early May and Sep. 
 
Curlew: (116 ï 30) n 
Common winter visitor and passage migrant. Frequently seen on Lytchett Fields in small numbers. 
 

  Monthly max: 
JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC 
44 35 18 2 4 23   42 42 14 37 47 47 

 
M//R+R//WR (FP45756) was present during winter 2020-21 until at least 20th Feb 2021, arriving back on 
31st Jul 2021 and is still present into 2022. 
 

 

 
It was ringed as an adult female at Strodgemoor, Burley Street, 
New Forest, Hampshire on 25th May 2018. The bird was fitted 
with a GPS tag, but unfortunately this fell off 1 month after fitting. 
It was seen in the Avon Valley, Hants in Mar 2019, presumably 
on its way back to its breeding site. First encountered at Lytchett 
Bay on 16th Sep 2018, the bird has returned for the non-breeding 
seasons 2018-19, 2019-20, 2020-21.  
 
Many thanks to Pete Potts for this information. 
 
 
© Ian Ballam 
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Bar-tailed Godwit: (110 ï 26) n 
Scarce visitor. 41 bird-days on 19 dates, was a little up on 2020 and above average. 2 on 6th & 1 on 24th 
Mar were unusual. Spring passage between 15th Apr - 10th May. Max 9 on 22nd. In autumn between 9th ï 
28th Sep. Max 2 on 3 dates. 
 
Black-tailed Godwit: (1240 ï 30) n 
Common passage migrant and winter visitor. A good year with strong presence during spring, autumn and 
winter. Birds began to gather and feed at high tide on Lytchett Fields regularly from early Apr onwards, 
peaking at 509 on 9th Aug, the same day as the first juv of the year. The highlight of the year however was 
the reappearance of LG+RO on 7th Mar (see below for more details). 

 

 
Over the last 25 years colour ringed birds have proved that birds visiting Lytchett Bay breed in Iceland 
(L.l.islandica). Birds seen at Lytchett Bay also visit western France, Portugal, Ireland, Scotland, The 
Netherlands, Belgium, Germany, E England as well as many locations along the south coast. 
 
Another disappointing year for the number of colour ringed sightings especially given the consistently high 
presence. 
 
LG+RO was present on 7th & 8th Mar 2021 and 12th Apr 2021. 

 
© Ian Ballam 

 
It was ringed as an adult female at Langhús, Fljót, 
ICELAND on 27th Jun 2002. This makes the bird at 
least 20 years old, most likely 21+!  
 
Although this is the oldest to be recorded at Lytchett 
Bay (title previously held by this bird back in 2017), 
thereôs another 12 years to go until this bird breaks 
the longevity record for the species. It has previously 
visited Lytchett Bay in 2006, 2007, 2008, 2012, 
2013, 2015 & 2017. 
 
During its life this bird has also been seen in 
Portugal, western France, Humberside and 
Hampshire.  
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LNL+YRY was present on 15th, 19th and 28th Nov 2021 

 
© Ian Ballam 
 

It was ringed at Axe Estuary, Seaton, Devon on 10th 
Nov 2013. It has previously been encountered at 
Lytchett Bay in 2014, 2015, 2017 and 2018. All 
recent records are from Poole Harbour. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

BOL+RNR was present on 28th Feb, 6th Mar and 17th Dec 2021. 

 
© Ian Ballam 

 
It was ringed as an adult female at Harty, The 
Swale, Kent on 28th Aug 2019. The bird has 
previously been encountered at Lytchett Bay in 
2019 and 2020. 

 
RGW+RNR was present on 26th Nov 2021. 

 
© Ian Ballam 

 

It was ringed at Harty, The Swale, Kent on 13th Sep 
2013. It has previously been encountered at Lytchett 
Bay in 2017, 2018 and 2019. The bird was recorded 
in the Netherlands in 2014, otherwise all other 
records relate to Essex, Kent and Suffolk. 
 

 

Left leg always given first, all rings above the tibia (unless preceded by the mark //). Recently some birds 
have been marked with leg flags rather than rings. Colours are: 
 
O = Orange L = Lime (this can look very washed out in the field, approaching white) 
R = Red G = Green 
W = White B = Blue 
Y = Yellow N = Niger 
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Many thanks to Pete Potts and the Farlington Ringing Group, Böðvar Þórisson and the Iceland Wader 
Group for supplying this information. 
 
Turnstone: (9 ï 11) 
Surprisingly rare given that they are a common winter visitor within 100ôs of metres of the recording area 
boundary. Only 12 records prior to this year. 
 
1 in the Bay on 8th May, 1 at Lytchett Fields on 11th May, 3 at South Haven on 24th Oct, followed by singles 
there on 12th & 25th Nov. A record year. 
 
Red Knot: (48 ï 21) n 
Scarce visitor. A very atypical and ultimately record year. 13 at South Haven on 13th Mar was an excellent 
unexpected spring record. Autumn was generally poor with only 9 bird days on 6 dates between 12th Aug 
and 12th Sep at Lytchett Fields. Then poor weather attracted 48 to Lytchett Fields on 24th Oct (SGL), a 
record count, surpassing 34 on 17th Sep 1995. 
 
Ruff: (11 ï 26) n 
Scarce visitor. Cold weather in Feb produced a rare winter record, 3 in the Bay with Lapwing on 13th. One 
spring record, a single on 1st Apr. 36 bird-days in autumn (not dissimilar to 2020 & 2019) from 23rd Jul to 6th 
Oct. Max 2 on many dates. All autumn records at Lytchett Fields. 
 
Curlew Sandpiper: (9 ï 15) k 
Scarce autumn migrant. A fine adult still largely in breeding plumage was present from 5th ï 13th Aug. This 
was followed by just two brief juveniles on 31st Aug & 6th Sep. 
 
Dunlin: (1800 ï 1200 ï 30) n 
Regular winter visitor and passage migrant. Both winter periods were decent by recent standards. Spring 
migration peaked at 47 on 8th May and continued until the 20th. The first returning bird was on 10th Jul after 
which autumn migration was very good. Max 348 on 27th Sep. The huge majority of birds were seen at 
Lytchett Fields. 1 ringed. 
 

 
 

Little Stint: (7 ï 15) k 
Scarce autumn migrant. The best year since 2017. 2 on 18th Aug were followed by 1 on 12th - 13th Sep, 
increasing to 2 on 14th. These remained until 20th. All records from Lytchett Fields. 
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Pectoral Sandpiper: 
3rd record. A typically elusive juvenile was at Lytchett Fields between 12th - 20th Oct (IB et al). Rarely 
coming close to the viewpoints it disappeared behind the islands for long periods. 
 
The previous records are: 
 
1 on the Pool Field on 11th Sep 1992 
1 at Lytchett Fields 3rd ï 6th Oct 2014 
 
Woodcock: (5 ï 20) n 
Scarce but under recorded winter visitor. The number of records of this species is largely a reflection of the 
effort made to see them. Nick Hopper studied Woodcock during early 2014 on behalf of The Birds of Poole 
Harbour. Following transects at Lytchett Bay the estimated winter population was predicted to be 8 birds 
(No more than 5 have ever been seen on one visit). Thanks to the use of a thermal image camera surveys 
were more productive this year. Birds were seen on each visit. Max 4 on 17th Feb. 2 ringed. 
 
Jack Snipe: (5 - 21) n 
Scarce but under recorded winter visitor. Like Woodcock, records are to a degree a reflection of birder / 
survey effort as much as presence. 2021 was a record year, with birds seen on 26 dates until 18th Mar and 
from 7th Oct. The use of a thermal imaging scope is changing our awareness and knowledge of this 
secretive species. Most came from Lytchett Fields with two at Lytchett Heath. Max 3 on 6th Dec. A highlight 
of the year was the re-trap of a bird in Oct ringed in Mar. See below. 5 ringed. 
 
NW98055 - A bird ringed at Lytchett Bay on 2nd Nov 2020 was re-trapped 399 days later on 6th Dec 2021. 
 
This is the first record to prove winter site fidelity at Lytchett Bay. With the exception of some marginally 
closer locations the core breeding range of this species is northern Sweden, Finland and Russia. This bird 
therefore made an astonishing journey between the two dates stated. 
 
Snipe: (160 ï 132 ï 30) m 
Winter visitor and passage migrant. Recorded until 29th Apr, returning on the 22nd Jul. Slightly more than 
the last couple of years. Max 40 on 6th Sep. 3 ringed. 
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  We know that some people complain that our waders are often too distant. But using very different equipment 
                                 Juvenile Little Stint, Wood Sandpiper, juvenile Redshank, and juvenile Pectoral Sandpiper 

 
both Mark Wright (left) and Ian Ballam (right) show that patience produces results. 
All photographed at Lytchett Fields. 
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Common Sandpiper: (14 ï 30) n 
Uncommon passage migrant. 6 bird-days in spring between 20th Apr - 3rd May. In addition sound recorded 
at night on 3 dates. Autumn passage 10th Jul - 7th Oct. Max, was a rather poor, 6 on 2 dates in Aug. 
 

 
 
In total there were 116 bird-days in autumn, the least since 2014. 
 
Green Sandpiper: (30 ï 30) k 
Common non-breeding visitor. Lytchett Fields and western most part of the Bay is the favored area. 
Present until 21st Apr and from 6th Jun. After which birds were seen on most visits until the year end. Max 
18 on 21st Aug. 
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Redshank: (608 ï 436 ï 30) m 
Common winter visitor with remanent breeding population on salt marsh. There were no confirmed 
breeding records again this year, late spring records were few. Many of the saltmarshes at Lytchett Bay are 
now either heavily grazed by Sika, frequently disturbed by dog walkers or patrolled by foxes. Max 196 on 
24th Oct. 
 

Monthly max: 
JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC 
 94 149 91 35 1 11   103 160 103 196 175 146 

 
Wood Sandpiper: (5 ï 18) 
Scarce migrant. The poorest year since the last blank year in 2010. Only 1 record, a 2-day bird at Lytchett 
Fields on 27th ï 28th Jul. 
 
Spotted Redshank: (68 ï 42 ï 30) n  
Scarce passage migrant and scarce winter visitor. A very poor year with presence on only 56 dates. As 
stated previously recent ñgood yearsò have largely been thanks to long staying birds and this did not 
happen this year. 1 or 2 recorded on 31 dates until 26th Apr and on 29 dates from 21st Aug till the year end. 
 
Greenshank: (49 ï 27 ï 30) n 
Common non-breeding visitor. In contrast to the previous species this was an excellent year. There were 
no records between 19th May and 3rd Jul but present almost daily outside that period. Max 23 on 18th Oct, 
the best count since 27 on 18th Aug 1997. Lytchett Fields was far and away the most used habitat. 
 

 
 

RN+GB (DT00415) was present from the beginning of the year until at least 9th Apr 2021.  
 
It returned for its 7th season on 9th Aug 2021 and was still present into 2022. Unfortunately, we have been 
unable to get any further updates from the ringer so we do not know if this bird has been recorded at other 
sites in recent years. 
 
 



25 

 
© Ian Ballam 

 It was ringed as a juvenile 
at Seabrook, Montrose 
Basin, Scotland on 29th 
Sep 2015. A seasoned 
visitor to Lytchett Bay, it 
was first encountered on 
4thï12th Apr 2016, 
returning for the non-
breeding seasons of 2016-
17, 2017-18, 2018-19, 
2019-20, 2020-21. It was 
recorded at Steart, 
Somerset in Dec 2015. 
 

 
Kittiwake: (4 - 7) 
Rare visitor. A 2cy bird flew over the Lytchett Fields viewpoints on 24th Feb, a lovely winter surprise (SR). 
 
Black-headed Gull: (12000 ï 10000 ï 30) n 
A very common visitor. Max 3000 on 12th Feb. 1 ringed. 
 
T58 (white ring) was present on 15th and 20th Feb 2021 and 12th Dec 2021.  
 
It was ringed at Svanemøllebugten, København, DENMARK on 19th Mar 2011. A movement of 1120 km. It 
has previously been encountered at Lytchett Bay in Sep 2017, Dec 2018, Sep, Oct and Dec 2020. 
 
Little Gull: (2 ï 17) 
Very scarce visitor. A good year with 2 records though neither lingered. A 2cy bird was at Lytchett Fields on 
13th May (CW). A juv was in the Bay on 7th Sep (IB). 
 
Mediterranean Gull: (140 ï 29) n 
Spring and early summer visitor, occasional at other times. Assessing actual numbers in spring is very 
difficult due to the number of calling birds passing overhead. Max 98 on 25th Mar was the best estimate. 
Juveniles were seen in July. 
 

Monthly max: 
JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC 

2 30 98 60 6 5 9 1 1 1 1 4 
 
3395 (E946561) was present on 15th Feb 2021.  
 
It was ringed on 20th May 2018 at Antwerp, Flanders, BELGIUM. A movement of 450 km. Many sightings in 
Dorset and 1 record from Holland in Jun 2020. 
 
PNT9 (red ring/white characters) was present on 24th Jul 2021.  
 
It was ringed as an adult at ZB nysa, Wojcicki, POLAND on 17th Jun 2012 . A movement of 1587 km. 
During this period, the bird has also been recorded in Ireland, France, Spain and Belgium. 
 
Common Gull: (3000 ï 30) n 
A common winter visitor and passage migrant, especially in spring. There were no significant counts but 
birds visited Lytchett Fields more frequently than in previous years. Not recorded between 28th Apr and 30th 
Jul. 
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                   Cattle Egret, once much sought after is now an expected annual visitor © Mark Wright. Teal is our commonest duck but its beauty canôt be dismissed © Mark Wright 
Mediterranean Gulls now often bask on Lytchett Fields during spring, these reflective breeding plum adults catching the sun © Ian Ballam. 2cy Kittiwake recorded in brief flyby © Shaun Robson 
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Great Black-backed Gull: (151 ï 30) n 
Daily visitor throughout the year in small numbers. The max count for the site of 151 was way back in 2003 
when Corfe Mullen Tip was in its hey-day. Max 22 on several dates in Mar. 
 
Herring Gull: (2500 ï 29) n 
Common winter visitor and passage migrant. Numbers much lower than 90ôs/early 00ôs when Corfe Mullen 
tip attracted large numbers of gulls to the wider area. Max 175 on 25th Mar. 1 ringed. 
 
Scandinavian Herring Gull L.a.argentatus 
 
2020 correction: The published record of a bird of this race which occurred in Dec 2020 was erroneous. 
The bird remained throughout 2021, it was studied closely and photographed regularly. Consultation with 
experts in Europe led us to conclude that the bird is a Herring Gull x Lesser black-backed Gull hybrid. 
During 2021 it paired with an adult Lesser black-backed Gull. A good number of visitors quite 
understandably submitted records of this bird as a Yellow-legged Gull, which due to attaining adult 
plumage, it very closely resembled during the breeding season. 
 

Yellow legged Gull: (65 ï 30) , 
Increasingly uncommon visitor. Recorded on only 13 dates, the lowest since 1992. A 3rd W was seen on 
three dates in Feb-Mar. Singles were seen between 21st Jun & 12th Nov.  
 

 
 
An excellent history of Yellow-legged Gull in Dorset by Ian Stanley was published in the Dorset Bird Report 
2020 
 

Lesser Black backed Gull: (2128 ï 30) n 
Common passage migrant and uncommon winter visitor. Numbers are much lower now than they were in 
the 90ôs/early 00ôs when up to 2000 would occur associated with Corfe Mullen Tip. This year the largest 
count was 57 on 12th Mar. 
 
Sandwich Tern: (6 ï 30) n 
Uncommon summer visitor. It took until 30th Jul for us to record our first of the year. After that we enjoyed a 
record number with 70 bird-days on 27 dates until 7th Oct. Max 14 on 2nd Sep (RGo), more than doubling 
our previous record count (6 in 2014 & 2020). 
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Little Tern: (10 ï 6) 
Rare visitor. 1 in Lytchett Bay on 22nd May (IB, SR) lifted spirits in what was a miserable month for spring 
weather and consequently bird migration. The first since 2016. 
 
Common Tern: (26 ï 30) n 

Uncommon summer visitor. Like Sandwich Tern, a record year. 98 bird-days recorded on 25 dates between 
4th Jun - 9th Sep. Max 26 on a rainy morning at Lytchett Fields on 15th Aug was a record count (previously 
25 on 9th Aug 2008). 16 in the Bay on 9th Sep was also notable. Records split between the Bay and Lytchett 
Fields. 
 
Guillemot: 
First record. One was found in the Bay on 22nd Dec (PVH et al). This bird showed very well but looked weak 
and was not present the next day (see Paulsô finders account on page 45) 
 
Late 2021 saw an influx of Guillemots 
and Razorbills close inshore and into 
brackish water areas along the south 
and east coasts of the UK. The exact 
reasons for this are unknown at the is 
time, but starvation in young birds is 
suspected. Given this movement the 
chance of one entering the Bay was as 
high as any time since the dead 
shoreline corpse found in 1979.  
 

 
© Ian Ballam 

 
 
White Stork: 
First record. One was seen flying over Lytchett Way on 14th Jul (JH). See page 45 for Jackieôs account. 
 
This was a long-awaited addition to the Bay list. In recent years a re-introduction scheme has begun at 
Knepp, West Sussex and this is probably responsible for most records in Dorset. 
 
The first nesting attempt in Sussex was in 2019 and the first chicks hatched at Knepp in 2020 when two 
pairs were successful. 14 chicks fledged in 2021. Released young have migrated as far as Morocco and 
others have headed to Spain. The majority of the flock have taken to migrating west to Cornwall and 2021 

saw several sightings across Dorset as they moved west. The project can be followed at White Stork 

Project 
 
Cormorant: (370 ï 30) k    

Daily visitor. Large feeding flocks now occur frequently in autumn. Max 350 on 3rd Oct. 
 
Spoonbill: (25 ï 12) n 

Increasingly frequent visitor. 36 bird days on 18 dates, similar to 2020 but lower than the years immediately 
preceding that. These covered Jan, May, Jul, Nov and Dec. Max 6 on 5th Jan. 
              
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.whitestorkproject.org/
https://www.whitestorkproject.org/
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B(AE)+W(AE) was present on 5th, 6th and 28th Jan and 27th Nov 2021. 

 
© Ian Ballam 

 
It was ringed as a pullus at Schiermonnikoog, 
NETHERLANDS on 19th Jul 2006, and is now 15 
years old! A familiar visitor to Lytchett Bay, it has 
previously been encountered in 2013, 2015, 2017, 
2018 and 2020. The bird commutes back and forth 
between SW England and the Netherlands. In 
previous years, the bird has also been seen en route 
at Somme, FRANCE during late Sept and Oct.  
 
Many thanks to Sven Prins for this information. 

 
Cattle Egret: (5 ï 8) k 
Scarce visitor. Recorded on at least 10 dates. 1 on 5 dates 1st ï 12th Jan, 16th & 28th Mar, 2 on 8th Aug, 1 on 
27th Sep & 1 on 26th Oct. 
 
Grey Heron: (13 ï 30) n 

Daily visitor in small numbers. Max 4 on 29th Sep. 
 
Great White Egret: (7 ï 9) k 
Scare visitor. Recorded on 14 dates (11 in 2020, 12 in 2019). 1 on 2nd Feb, with the remainder after 23rd 
Jul. Max 3 on 5th Sep.  
 
Little Egret: (67 ï 29) n                                                                                                                                                              

Daily visitor. There were no records of birds using the occasional evening roost. The largest counts were 
made by observing birds at Lytchett Bay View flying to, or arriving from, Holes Bay. Max 30 on 27th Jul. 
 
                          Bay monthly max: 

JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC 
27 12 11 8     5 10 30 15 24 25 19 10 

 
Osprey: (4 ï 29) n 
Annual passage migrant. We didnôt quite match 2020 but still seen on 45 dates.  
 

 
Welsh ringed bird ñ8Cò looking majestic after a successful catch on 25th Aug in Lytchett Bay © Mark Wright 
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The first was over Turlin Moor and Sandy Close Pond on 30th Mar. Seen on 16 further spring dates to the 
2nd Jun. Some of these referred to the returning CJ7, some did not. There were no further records until 11th 
Jul. 4 were present on 4 dates in Aug. Seeing 4 Ospreys fishing at the same time over the Bay is a 
wonderful thing to witness. Records continued until the relatively early date 11th Sep. As in previous years 
to the best of our knowledge none of this years released juveniles visited the recording area. 
 
8C (blue ring/white characters) - was photographed in Lytchett Bay on 24th & 25th Aug 2021. 
 
She was ringed as a chick in 2014 at Glaslyn, Porthmadog, Wales. In Oct 2017 and Nov 2018 she was 
photographed in SENEGAL. It is presumed that she is breeding somewhere in the UK but she has not been 
seen at a breeding site. 
 
Honey-buzzard: (1 ï 7) 
9th & 10th records. Our good run of records continues. One was seen on 11th Jun (IML) and another was 
seen independently by 3 observers on 30th Jun as it flew NNW over the recording area (IB, JH, RG). 
 
Sparrowhawk: (4 ï 30) n 

Uncommon. Recorded on at least 102 dates throughout the year, the same as 2020 and considerably more 
than in recent years. This is probably due to a combination of now having an established breeding pair and 
greater observer effort during lockdown. 3 ringed. 
 
Marsh Harrier: (6 ï 29) k 
Increasingly regular visitor. Noted on at least 201 dates, the most ever. Perhaps not surprising as a pair 
bred in Poole Harbour and the Wareham Channel roost reached 20 birds in Dec. Recorded in every month 
of the year with several active migrants noted in spring. Max 3 on at least 4 dates. 1 roosted occasionally at 
both ends of the year. 
 
Hen Harrier: (2 ï 29) n 
Irregular Visitor. Recorded on 9 dates, typical of recent winters. A ringtail was seen on 3 dates between 15th 
Jan and 18th Feb and on 5 dates between 4th Nov and year end. A grey male was present on 16th Nov.  
 
Red Kite: (29 ï 16) k 
Scarce migrant, increasingly expected on spring migration. This year was very much a reset after the 
brilliant 2020. Records on 11 dates with a max of 3 on 7th Feb. All in spring except for singles on 25th Nov & 
20th Dec. 
 
White-tailed Eagle: 
Scarce wanderer from Isle of Wight reintroduction scheme. This scheme started in 2019 and 25 birds have 
been released by the summer of 2021, though at the moment they are still too young to begin breeding. 
These birds have satellite tags and are tracked. Many have made prolonged explorations away from the 
release area before returning to the island, one as far as Germany. Wild European birds are also possible 
vagrants. The European population is doing well and expanding towards the North Sea coast. In 2020, 2 
untagged birds were recorded in Dorset.  
 
Up until March 2021 several eagles had been tracked over Poole Harbour but none had been seen. On 16th 
ñeagle eyedò Liz Woodford had the pleasure of finding Poole Harbourôs first over Lytchett Bay. Bird number 
G405 lingered long enough for two more locals to catch up with it as it passed over your editorôs house 
(LW, JH, NH)! Of course he was out enjoying a wedding anniversary picnic near Wimborne at the time! 
(See Lizôs finders account on page 45) 
 
On the 2nd Nov bird number G461, a young male, was tracked over Lytchett Bay but no one was there to 
see it. He had wandered as far as the Wash and Northamptonshire. Sadly in Feb 2022 we heard that this 
bird was found dead in Dorset in late Jan. At the time of writing the cause of death has not been confirmed 
but Dorset Police are investigating. 
 
The future looks bright and hopefully this magnificent creature will be a regular feature in these reports. The 

project can be followed at White-tailed Eagle Reintroduction on the Isle of Wight - Roy Dennis Wildlife 

Foundation 

https://www.roydennis.org/isleofwight/
https://www.roydennis.org/isleofwight/
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Common Buzzard: (15 ï 30) n 
The commonest raptor of the area. Breeds widely in the vicinity. 
 
Barn Owl: (2 ï 20) 
Bred at Frenchôs Farm until 2009. Shortly after this the nest box was removed. Since then the species has 
been very hard to see.  1 was found dead on the A35 adjacent to the Lytchett Fields on 28th Feb, the 
casualty of a traffic collision. 1 was heard and sound recorded nr Lytchett Heath on 12th Aug (SH-I). In 
addition there were 2 nocturnal sound recordings made at Lytchett Way listening station on 1st Apr and 16th 
Sep.  
 
Tawny Owl: (2 territories ï 30) n 
Uncommon resident. Heard throughout the year along the northern shore. Max 3 on 31st Aug at Lytchett 
Heath. Successful breeding thought likely but not proven. 
 
Kingfisher: (5 ï 30) n 
Passage migrant and uncommon, but frequently seen, winter visitor. Bred in 2000, 2020 and possibly in 
other years.  
 
Breeding probably occurred on the Sherford, in or on the edge of the recording area consequently there 
were regular records in Mar - May. Recorded from all round the Bay in the second half of the year. Max 3 
on several dates. One at Sandy Close Pond on 7th Dec was notable. 8 ringed. 
 
SE90739 - An adult female ringed at Lytchett Bay on 6th Mar 2021 was re-trapped 259 days later on 20th 
Nov 2021. Is this bird a local breeder to the River Sherford or a migrant showing winter site fidelity? 
 
SA27400 - A juvenile male ringed at Lytchett Bay on 14th Sep 2020 was re-trapped 324 days later on 4th & 
11th Aug 2021. Again asking the question about local breeding or winter site fidelity? 
 
Hoopoe: (1 ï 4) 
Probably 6th record. One was reported by allotment tenants at Slough Lane on 22nd Oct & confirmed the 
following day (SI-H et al) and remained loyal to the general allotment area until 30th Oct. It was seen high in 
flight over Upton on 27th Oct from Lytchett Bay View and occasionally strayed to Upton recreation ground. 
 

 
The bird proved to be the most popular of the year attracting birders and general wildlife enthusiasts from afar, hardly surprising, © 
Jeremy McClements shows us why in this beautiful picture. 

 
Previous records: 
Turlin Moor & surrounding areas ï 15th Jan - 19th Mar 2013 
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Turlin Moor LNR ï 16th Apr 2003 
Lytchett Fields ï heard on 6th May 1994 
With 2 further records coming from member of the public reports in 1980ôs. 
 
Wryneck: (1 ï 4) 
5th record. One was seen briefly at Frenches Farm SANG on 27th Apr (JO). 
 
Lesser Spotted Woodpecker: (1 ï 11) 
Rare visitor. First records since 2016. Another highlight in a year of highlights! A male was heard drumming 
in Slough Lane during an RSPB work party on 31st Mar (AS et al).  
 
The bird was eventually observed song flighting and 
was present for more than 30 minutes. Suggestions 
that a female was present remained unconfirmed. It 
reappeared broadly in the same area drumming on 
16th & 19th Apr and was then drumming again and 
seen well at Kings Bridge on 6th May. 
 
Further records of a drumming male also came from 
Holton Lee on 5 dates between 15th Apr - 19th May. 
It seems reasonable to conclude that all records 
refer to one roving bird in search of a female. 
Despite searching a female was not seen and no 
nest found. 
 
 
                                                                                 © Ian Ballam 

 
 
A sound recording was made by SR on the first date https://macaulaylibrary.org/asset/323480131 
 
Great Spotted Woodpecker:  k 
Breeding Resident. Seen regularly in most parts of the Bay. Drumming heard in most areas during spring 
and recommenced at Sandy Close Pond on 11th Nov! 
 
LE75973 - An adult male ringed on 11th Feb 2017 was re-trapped 1,428 days later on 9th Jan 2021. 
 
Green Woodpecker: ,  
Breeding resident but uncommon. This species has gone from being a frequently encountered resident to 
very rare in the space of 12 months. During 2021 it became apparent that our two core observers were not 
recording it. This prompted some deeper investigation into a species that we had previously taken for 
granted. 
 

 
© Nick Hull 

IB recorded the bird on 19 dates in 2019, 10 in 2020 
(when lockdown limited his number of visits) but only 3 in 
2021 and none after 16th Jun. 
 
SR recorded the bird on 31 dates in 2020 but only 7 in 
2021, and none after 20th Aug. Given that SR records 
more in the east of the recording area, the species 
previous strong hold, these higher numbers were 
expected. 
 
The only record that we are aware of in the last 4 months 
of the year is a bird visiting a garden in late Dec. 
 
With birds still being reported regularly at Upton CP and 
Holton Lee we hope that this recent local decline is 
temporary and not the start of a long-term pattern. 

https://macaulaylibrary.org/asset/323480131
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Kestrel: (3 ï 30) n 
Uncommon resident. Recorded on at least 93 dates in every month except Jul. The nest box was not used 
and there was no evidence of local breeding.  
 
Merlin: (2 ï 26) n 
Scarce winter visitor. A record year, 
seen on 27 dates (previously 22 in 
20217). A male appeared to roost 
frequently during Jan and records 
continued until 29th Mar. A 
female/imm seen on 8th Mar.  
 
One on 13th Sep was quite early and 
then birds were seen frequently from 
2nd Nov, including what might have 
been the returning male? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Male Merlin at Lytchett fields © Ian Ballam 

  

Hobby; (4 ï 28) n 
Irregular summer visitor. Another decent year though someway short of last yearôs record. 29 bird-days on 
23 dates between 20th Apr - 3rd Oct. Max 2 on several dates. 
 
Peregrine: (3 ï 29) n 
Frequent visitor, rare in early summer. Recorded on record at least 50 dates. Noted in every month except 
Jun. 
 
Jay: (20 ï 30) n 

Resident. Regularly seen throughout the year but most often in autumn. Like many places this year there 
was an impression of visible migration. 20 were seen on 8th Oct, a record day count. 1 ringed. 
 
Magpie:  n 
Common Resident.  
 
Jackdaw: (610 ï 30) n 
Resident. Recorded throughout the year. 100 at were at Lytchett Fields on 20th Feb and 147 flew west at 
Lytchett Heath on 2nd Nov.  
 
Rook: (185 ï 30) k 
Breeds on edge of recording area. Only 11 nests were found at the Watery Lane colony (16 ï 25 nests 
2010 ï 2020). 52 flew to roost over Lytchett Bay View on 22nd Oct. 
 
Carrion Crow: (100 ï 30) n 
Common Resident. Breeds widely across the area. 60 were counted at Lytchett Fields on 2nd Apr. 
 
Raven: (13 ï 27) k 
Uncommon but increasing. Recorded in every month except Jun. Max 8 on several dates. 
 
Coal Tit:  k 
Uncommon resident, increasing. Recorded from most sites across the calendar. 2 ringed. 
 
Marsh Tit: (1 ï 6) 
Rare visitor. In an almost exact repeat of 2019, one appeared at the Sandy Close feeders on the afternoon 
of 20th Jul (SR). It stayed on and off all afternoon but did not return the following day. 
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Blue Tit:  n 
Common resident. 53 ringed 
 
D461329 - A juvenile ringed on 16th Jun 2014 was re-trapped 2,538 days (6 yrs 11mnths) later on 28th May 
2021. The oldest ever recorded is 9yrs 8mnths. 
 
D461338 - A juvenile ringed on 24th Jun 2014 was re-trapped 2,397 days later on 15th Jan 2021. 2014 must 
have been a good vintage! 
 
Great Tit:  n 
Common resident. 25 ringed. 
 
Bearded Tit: (40 ï 30) k 

 

Scarce breeder and uncommon passage migrant. 
The survey in 2019 found at least 4, and possibly 8, 
pairs east of the Sherford. The first young this year 
were seen in July.  
 
Frequently encountered autumn, primarily at 
Lytchett Heath. Max 15 in Nov. In partnership with 
the Birds of Poole Harbour three ringing 
demonstrations focused on this exquisite species 
were delivered. See page 4 for more information. 38 
ringed. 
 
© Ian Ballam 

 
ABE8383 - A male ringed at Lytchett Bay on 8th Oct 2019 was photographed in the field 104 days later at 
Radipole Lake, Weymouth on 20th Jan 2020. A WSW movement of 33 km. 
 
Woodlark: (15 ï 20) n 
Irregular visitor. The poor run for this species 
continues. Without severe winter weather our 
records now seem to rely on the odd 
dispersing summer bird. Not sure what has 
happened to autumn migrants? A juvenile at 
Lytchett Fields on 17th Jul was the only record. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
                                                                      © Ian Ballam 
  

 
Skylark: (781 - 30) n 
Scarce breeder and passage migrant. Singing males were recorded in Mar and Apr but breeding success is 
unknown, the very dry spring and limited vegetation growth in the arable field probably didnôt help. Up to 11 
were in the arable field throughout Jan and Feb. Autumn passage began on 15th Sep but was again light. 
29 on 11th Oct was the only reasonable count. Up to 3 used the arable field toward the end of Dec. 1 
ringed. 
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Sand Martin: (5000 ï 30) m 
Common passage migrant. Recorded from 21st Mar until 8th Oct (the latest ever, previously 7th Oct 1996). 
Spring passage was decent peaking at 70 on 20th Apr. Autumn was the worst ever recorded with no double 
figure counts submitted. Itôs hard to believe that 1000ôs used to roost on July evenings in the 1990ôs.  
 
Swallow: (1000 ï 800 ï 30) n 
Common passage migrant, breeds at Frenchôs Farm. Recorded from 25th Mar until 28th Nov (the latest ever, 
previously 22nd Nov 2015). This Nov record was not a one off, there were 3 records that month. Spring 
migration peaked with 139 on 1st May. Early autumn migration was very poor with birds absent on many 
dates. However things improved in mid-Sep with a very respectable 500 roosting on 23rd Sep. 105 ringed. 
 
House Martin: (1800 ï 30) n 
Common passage migrant, breeding colony on edge of recording area at Watery Lane. Present from 2nd 
Apr to 26th Oct (completing the set for our hirundines this year, the latest ever, previously 20th Oct 1997). 
Max 80 on 26th Sep. 
 
The colony at Watery Lane continues spread into Seaview Road and has extended into Slough Lane and 
Policemanôs Lane. However the very cold spring did not help and overall numbers of nests observed was 
poor, the lowest since 2016. 
 
No of House Martin nests at the Watery Lane colony 2007 ï 2021. No of nest collapsed or destroyed in 
brackets. 

2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 

14 
(5) 

13 
(8) 

15 
(5) 

8 
(7) 

13 
(4) 

2 
(0) 

4 
(1) 

? 7 
(3) 

10 
(4) 

18 
(?) 

17 
(?) 

12 
(4) 

18  
(-) 

11     
(-) 

 
Cetti's Warbler: (11 males ï 29) n 
Breeding resident. At least 5 singing males in 
an almost complete survey (one less than 
2020). Only 2 records at Sandy Close Pond.  
 
A much poorer year than 2020, productivity 
appeared to be low judging by the numbers 
ringed during the summer. Despite relatively 
mild winters this species seems to be 
struggling to recover its population back to 
where it was prior to the ñBeast from the Eastò 
in 2018. Severe damage to the understory and 
scrub by browsing Sika Deer might be a 
contributing factor? 13 ringed. 
 
 
 
 
                                                                       © Ian Ballam 

 
 

ANJ0474 - A male ringed at Haseley Manor, Arreton, Isle of Wight on 23rd Jul 2020 was re-trapped on 5 
occasions at Lytchett Bay between 2nd May - 6th Oct 2021. A W movement of 58 km. 
 
Long tailed Tit:   k 
Common resident. Regularly recorded from most sites at the Bay. 37 ringed. 
 
Willow Warbler: (60 ï 30) n 
Passage migrant. This species has been lost as a regular breeder. 
 
The first record was on 31st Mar. Spring migration, like recent years remains poor but continued until 27th 
Apr. Autumn migration was steady between 20th Jul and 9th Oct. Max 18 on 1st Aug. 153 ringed, just 1 short 
of last yearôs record number. 
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                Daily max and bird days are given in the following table. 

JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC 

  1 6     4 18 10 1   

  1 34      11  173 25 1   

 
Chiffchaff: (142 ï 30) k 
Breeding summer visitor and passage migrant. No breeding survey was undertaken but the population 
seemed stable at 7 ï 10 territories east of the Sherford found in 2019. 
 
Singles were seen at Lytchett Bay View, Lytchett Fields, Sandy Close Pond occasionally in Jan & Feb. 
There were frequent records at Lytchett Fields from 1st Mar, probably the first spring migrants. Migration 
was poor with no recognisable peaks. Autumn migration was decent with peaks of 31 on 10th Oct and 29 on 
13th Sep. Small numbers continued until the end of the year with 3 still at Kings Bridge on 17th Dec. 268 
ringed, the most ever. 
 
HLN756 - A juvenile ringed on 1st Jul 2017 was re-trapped 1,473 days later on 13th Jul 2021. 
 
Siberian Chiffchaff: (1 - 9) 
Very scarce migrant. 10th ï 13th records. 2 were trapped and ringed at Lytchett Heath on 13th Nov (SR et 
al), with one re-trapped on 23rd Nov. This bird may have been missed had it not called upon release on the 
second date! Singles were seen at Lytchett Bay View on 22nd Nov & 14th Dec. 
 
Aquatic Warbler: (2 ï 7) 
8th record (involving 9 individuals).  
 

 
 
Perhaps the biggest surprise of the year. A juvenile was 
trapped and ringed during a fixed westerly weather 
system on 17th Aug (SR, JSP). There were really no 
favourable weather conditions during the whole of 
August and to the best of our knowledge this was the 
only UK record this year! 
 
 
 
                                                                                   © Shaun Robson  
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All previous records: 
 
1983 ï 1 on 22nd Aug trapped and ringed. 
2005 ï 1 heard singing on 16th Aug. This bird was never seen, it went silent and could not be located. 
2011 ï 1cy on 20th Aug trapped and ringed. 
2012 ï 2 x 1cy on 18th Aug trapped and ringed. Amazingly these birds were in the net next to each other 
and were presumably migrating together? 
2014 ï 2cy + on 25th Jul trapped and ringed. The earliest ever Dorset record. Adults migrate earlier than 
juveniles. 
2016 ï 1cy on 31st Aug ï 1st Sep found in the field where it stayed until the following day, singing for a 
period on its second day. A 2-day stay is most unusual and the bird obviously found the wet rushy habitat 
to its liking. 
2020 ï 2cy+ on 12th Aug trapped and ringed. This bird was subsequently re-trapped in Spain on its 
migration south. 
 
Sedge Warbler: (219 ï 30) n 
Passage migrant. Spring passage is in danger of disappearing completely. Recorded between 30th Apr and 
14th May. Autumn passage was good and revealed largely due to our increased ringing coverage. 
Commencing on 13th Jul and continuing to 8th Oct. Max 94 on 2nd Aug. 714 ringed. 
 
                Daily max and bird days are given in the following table. 

JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC 

   1 2  5 94 10 1   

   1 5  24 648 44 4   

 
Two records of birds re-trapped on subsequent migrations. 
 
8753361 - An adult ringed at PK 21, Sandouville, Seine-Maritime, FRANCE on 5th Aug 2019 was re-trapped 
730 days later at Lytchett Bay on 4th Aug 2021. A NW movement of 219 km. 
 
AJF5628 - A juvenile ringed at Lytchett Heath on 11th Aug 2020 was re-trapped 341 days later at Shannon 
Airport Lagoon, Clare, IRELAND on 18th Jul 2021. A WNW movement of 522 km. 
 
Three records of typical southbound migration movements. 
 
AXL7945 - A juvenile ringed at Lytchett Heath on 10th Aug 2021 was re-trapped 5 days later at Tour aux 
Moutons, Donges, Loire-Atlantique, FRANCE on 15th Aug 2021. A S movement of 378 km. 
 
AXL7805 - A juvenile ringed at Lytchett Heath on 2nd Aug 2021 was re-trapped 12 days later at Pontorson, 
Manche, FRANCE on 14th Aug 2021. A S movement of 242 km. 
 
ATD9030 - An adult ringed at Squire's Down, Dorset on 5th Aug 2021 was re-trapped 4 days later at 
Lytchett Heath on 9th Aug 2021. A SE movement of 36 km. 
 
One record of a bird ñcoastingò east before heading south to wintering grounds. 
 
AJF5517 - A juvenile ringed at Lytchett Heath on 8th Aug 2020 was re-trapped 11 days later at Pepingen, 
Brabant, BELGIUM on 19th Aug 2020. A E movement of 436 km. 
 
Reed Warbler: (107 males ï 30)   n 
Common summer visitor. Present between 16th Apr and 10th Oct. 107 singing males were recorded in a full 
survey in 2019. 332 ringed, a record annual total, 12 up on 2020! 
 
Five records of birds re-trapped on subsequent migrations. 
 
A420368 - An adult ringed at Herdade dos Forninhos, Beja, PORTUGAL on 17th Aug 2017 was re-trapped 
1366 days later at Lytchett Heath on 14th May 2021. A NNE movement of 1539 km. 
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8891247 - An adult ringed at Terres d'Oiseaux, Braud-et-Saint-Louis, Gironde, FRANCE on 11th Aug 2020 
was re-trapped 346 days later at Lytchett Heath on 23rd Jul 2021. A N movement of 614 km. 
 

 

S914026 - An adult ringed at Squire's Down, Dorset 
on 6th Aug 2018 was re-trapped 1015 days later at 
Lytchett Heath on 17th May 2021. A SE movement 
of 36 km. 
 
S391682 - A juvenile ringed at Lytchett Bay on 27th 
Jul 2018 was re-trapped on 3 occasions at Ibsley 
Water, Blashford Lakes, Hampshire between 3rd 
Jun 2021 and 9th Jul 2021 and was presumably 
breeding there. A NE movement of 26 km. 
 
ATD6655 - A juvenile ringed at Squire's Down, 
Dorset on 12th Aug 2020 was re-trapped 278 days 
later at Lytchett Heath on 17th May 2021. A SE 
movement of 36 km. 
 
 
© Ian Ballam 

 
 
One record of typical southbound migration movements. 
 
ABE8673 - A juvenile ringed at Lytchett Heath on 2nd Sep 2020 was re-trapped 9 days later at Chenal, 
Chenac-Saint-Seurin-d'Uzet, Charente-Maritime, FRANCE on 11th Sep 2020. A S movement of 587 km. 
 
Grasshopper Warbler: (33 ï 23) n 
Passage migrant, predominantly in autumn. Under recorded. Bred in 1986. 
 
No spring records. A record year by a large margin. 107 bird-days between 17th Jul - 15th Sep (previously 
58 in 2019). Not surprisingly the majority of this total were ringed. Double figure counts were as follows 14 
on 29th Aug, 12 on 2nd Aug & 10 on 16th Aug. 101 ringed, a record annual total (previously 54 in 2019). 
 
Blackcap: (75 ï 30) k 
Passage migrant, summer visitor and scarce winter visitor. No breeding survey undertaken but population 
felt stable at 14 -18 territories found in 2019.  
 
Seen regularly at Sandy Close Pond feeders up to mid-Mar. At least 3 individuals. A male with pollen on 
the face was seen at Lytchett Way on 10th Feb. 
 
The first presumed migrants were on 29th Mar. 10 at one location on 14th Apr was the best day of spring. 
Autumn was decent with 45 on 13th Sep and 24 on 15th Sep. 
 
Scarce in Nov & Dec though birds visited Sandy Close Pond and 3 were seen at Lytchett Bay View on 16th 
Dec. 149 ringed. 
 
Garden Warbler: (7 ï 28) n 
Scarce passage migrant. 1 in spring on 24th Apr at Lytchett Bay View. 13 bird-days in autumn between 2nd 
Aug ï 8th Sep. Max 3 on 2nd Aug. 8 ringed. 
 
Lesser Whitethroat: (3 ï 25) n 
Scarce passage migrant, which occasionally breeds or holds territory. 
 
Disappointingly none in spring but a very good autumn. 15 bird-days between 24th Aug ï 12th Sep, max 3 
on 30th Aug (equaling the previous max day count on 16th Aug 2001). Records shared between Lytchett 
Fields, Turlin Moor LNR and Lytchett Heath. 1 ringed. 
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Whitethroat: (18 ï 28) n 
Uncommon passage migrant. Bred in 2013. 
A very good autumn. 16 bird-days in spring 
between 18th Apr - 14th May. In autumn, 49 
bird days between 10th Aug ï 9th Oct (latest 
ever record, previously 29th Sep 1998). Max 
7 on 25th Aug. 25 ringed. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                  © Ian Ballam 

  
 
Dartford Warbler: (2 pairs ï 27)  
1 pair bred at Lytchett Heath. A male ringed in Jul 2020, paired with a new female. They appeared to have 
at least 1 brood of 4. Another un-ringed young bird was trapped on a later date, though this could have 
been a dispersing migrant. 6 ringed. 
 
Firecrest: (6 ï 18) n 

 

Scarce visitor. A great year with 
some good counts and breeding 
recorded for the first time. A 
singing bird was witnessed on 
several dates in Jun and then a 
family party of 6 were 
photographed on 25th Jul (SGL). 
Early in the year regular sightings 
came from the Cottage area, 
Frenches Farm and Sandy Close 
Pond until 3rd Mar. The first of 
autumn was at Lytchett Fields on 
8th Sep. Whilst seen on relatively 
few dates, 5 were ringed on 15th 
Oct. Scarce at the year-end but 
still present at Lytchett Heath. 9 
ringed. 
 
Juvenile Firecrest, the first ever recorded 
at Lytchett Bay @ Sam Levy 

 
Goldcrest: (27 ï 30) n 
Passage migrant, which occasionally breeds. Present during the breeding season at Turlin Moor, Lytchett 
Heath and Lytchett Fields. Very poor migration, max day count at any one site was only 6 on 19th Oct. 
Widespread but only in small numbers during both winter periods. 19 ringed. 
 
Wren:  n 
Common resident. 27 ringed. 
 
Nuthatch:  n 
Uncommon. Seen occasionally throughout the year from sites stretching from Lytchett Fields to Sandy 
Close Pond, seen frequently in the summer and autumn. 2 ringed. 
 


