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Cover photo Whiskered Tern & Common Tern, May 2021 courtesy of Charlie Wheeler.

Introduction

This report includes entries for all the 182 free-flying bird species noted during 2021
in The Swannery recording area. This consists of The Swannery grounds and
adjoining withy-beds, reed-beds and flood-meadows and that part of the West Fleet,
Chesil Bank and its hinterland easily viewable from the Swannery (approximately 1km
radius). It does not include the seaward side of Abbotsbury Beach and therefore all
the seabirds included were on or over The Fleet from The Swannery.

With a few exceptions, unless otherwise credited, Swannery staff, namely Kevin
Butler, Sam Cridland, Rachel Dunn, Steve Groves, Joe Stockwell, Charlie Wheeler
and Jonny White, along with the WeBS counters (see below) were responsible for the
records. All are 100% certain, to my knowledge, although the relevant authorities may
not yet have ratified records of official British or Dorset rarities.

The British (English) vernacular, international English and scientific bird names,
taxonomic treatments and the systematic list order used in this report all follow the
British Ornithologists’ Union’s official list of birds of Great Britain. Distinctive
subspecies have their own entries under the relevant species accounts. The English
names given for subspecies are based upon ‘Birding World — A Checklist of Bird Forms
in Britain and Ireland’.

‘Count tables’ have been added to the entries of most of the commoner wetland
species and a few others. In these tables the monthly ‘'maxima’ are the highest day
counts for each month. Bird-days are the total of the maximum daily counts during a
month or other period. A dash (-) in the tables indicates no data is available for that
month. The Wetland Bird Survey (WeBS) counts conducted at The Swannery are part
of the WeBS counts for the entire Fleet and not treated as separate counts other than
for the purpose of this report. Also, they are not necessarily the peak counts for each
month but given when no other counts are available. Alan Barrett, Steve Groves and
Nick Urch were the counters for the section of The Fleet that includes The Swannery
recording area during 2021.

Thanks to Kevin Butler, Joe Stockwell and Charlie Wheeler for the use of their photos
in the species accounts.
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Species accounts

Brent Goose (Brant Goose) Branta bernicla
Two distinct forms occurred...

‘Russian Brant’ (‘Dark-bellied Brent Goose’) Branta bernicla bernicla

Swannery status: A common passage migrant & winter visitor.

All records...

Winter/spring: In February there were three on the 12", 53 on the 16" and 19 on the 17", while in April
there was one on the 25™,

Autumn/winter: In November there was one on the 23 and in December there were singles on the
7t 16" and 215t

‘Atlantic Brant’ (‘Pale-bellied Brent Goose’) Branta bernicla horota
Swannery status: A scarce passage migrant & winter visitor.
All records... One on the 215 December.

Canada Goose Branta canadensis
Swannery status: A common naturalised breeding resident, moult migrant & winter visitor.
Summary: Present throughout the year with a pronounced influx during the moulting period. Breeding:
Around five pairs attempted to nest but none were successful.

Monthly Maxima
Jan | Feb | Mar | Apr | May [ Jun | Jul | Aug | Sep | Oct | Nov | Dec
300|180 | 100 | 68 | 55 | 1,200 | 800 | 800 | 28 | 140 | 500 | 200

Barnacle Goose Branta leucopsis

Swannery status: A regular visitor mostly (but not entirely) of naturalised origin.

All records...

Winter/spring: Eleven on the 22" February.

Summer: One on the 14" and 15" May.

Autumn/winter: In November there were twelve on the 2™ and singles on the 4™ and 19", while in
December there were eight on the 17%,

Bar-headed Goose Anser indicus
Swannery status: A near naturalised non-native introduction that is a scarce visitor.
All records... One on the 27" February.

Snow Goose Anser caerulescens
Swannery status: A scarce visitor of captive origin.
All records... A presumed escapee lingered from the 15t June to at least the 22" August.

Greylag Goose Anser anser

Swannery status: A regular visitor mostly (but not entirely) of naturalised origin.

All records...

Winter/spring: In January one lingered from the 4™ to the 12™; in February there were singles on the
1, 51 and 27™; in March there were three on the 2" and in April there was one on the 3.

Summer: One on the 4™ and 5" June.

Autumn/winter: Seven on the 19"" December.

Black Swan Cygnus atratus
Swannery status: An annual visitor of near-established introduced origin. Has bred.
Summary: Present in eleven months of the year.
Monthly Maxima
Jan | Feb | Mar | Apr | May | Jun | Jul | Aug | Sep | Oct | Nov | Dec
1 1 1 3 3 1 1 3 3 0 1 2
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Russian Brants, Abbotsbury Swannery, February 2021 © Joe Stockwell

Barnacle Geese, Abbotsbury Swannery, February 2021 © Steve Groves
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ury Swannery, January 2021 © Steve Groves

Greylag Goose & Mallard, Abbotsb
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Mute Swan Cygnus olor

Swannery status: A common breeding resident, moult migrant & winter visitor.

Summary: Present throughout the year.

Breeding: Ninety pairs nested or at least attempted to do so and around 150 cygnets fledged.
The WeBS counts

Jan | Feb | Mar | Apr | May | Jun | Jul | Aug | Sep | Oct | Nov | Dec

350 | 410 | 500 | 575 | 504 | 670 | 700 | 665 | 680 | 550 | 330 | 520

Whooper Swan Cygnus cygnus

County rarity. Swannery status: A scarce passage migrant & winter visitor.

All records: The resident bird (of presumed captive origin) was present throughout the year.

In addition...

Winter/spring: Three (that arrived in autumn 2020) lingered from the 1%t January to the 5™ March.
Autumn/winter: Two were present on the 215 October (Charlie Wheeler).

Egyptian Goose Alopochen aegyptiaca

Swannery status: A scarce but increasing naturalised visitor.
All records...

Singles on the 17" March, 11" June and 30" June.

Shelduck (Common Shelduck) Tadorna tadorna
Swannery status: A common breeding resident, passage migrant & winter visitor.
Summary: Present throughout the year.
Breeding: At least three broods were seen.
Monthly maxima
Jan | Feb | Mar | Apr | May | Jun | Jul | Aug | Sep | Oct | Nov | Dec

24 | 15 | 54 | 44| 33 | 15 | 20| 18 | 18 5 40 | 34

South African Shelduck (Cape Shelduck) Tadorna cana
Swannery status: A rare visitor of captive origin.

All records...

Three on the 30™ June.

The only previous record involved two that over-summered in 2011.

Mandarin Duck Aix galericulata

Swannery status: A scarce but increasing naturalised visitor.

All records...

One on the 7" November and seven on the 4™ November. Seven is a site record, the previous highest
count being three.

Garganey Anas querquedula

Swannery status: An uncommon passage migrant.

All records:

Spring: A single drake on the 19" March; an unprecedented flock of nineteen flew over on the 15t April
and a single drake lingered on the 28" April. Nineteen is a site record, the previous highest count being
five in 2018.

Autumn: One (or singles) regularly from the 315t August to the 11" September.

Shoveler (Northern Shoveler) Anas clypeata
Swannery status: A common passage migrant & winter visitor. Can summer & has bred.
Summary: Present throughout the year.
Breeding: At least one pair were present in late spring/early summer but there was no further evidence
of nesting.

Monthly maxima
Jan | Feb | Mar | Apr | May | Jun | Jul | Aug | Sep [ Oct | Nov | Dec
150 | 80 80 | 28 2 7 2 40 80 | 100 | 150 | 160
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Whooper Swans, Abbotsbury Sw;rTnery, October 2021 © Charlie Wheeler

Mandarin Ducks, Abbotsbury Swannery, November 2021 © Charlie Wheeler


https://www.blogger.com/blog/post/edit/1422225524762139166/5603929469592561401
https://www.blogger.com/blog/post/edit/1422225524762139166/7364219141897332613
https://www.blogger.com/blog/post/edit/1422225524762139166/3346046545649069834
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Gadwall Anas strepera
Swannery status: A regular passage migrant & winter visitor. A few summer & has bred.
Summary: Present regularly through the year.
Breeding: At least one pair were present in late spring/early summer but there was no further evidence
of nesting.
Monthly maxima

Jan | Feb | Mar | Apr | May | Jun | Jul | Aug | Sep | Oct | Nov | Dec

7 5 5 1 3 9 |10 2 2 3 4 4

Wigeon (Eurasian Wigeon) Anas penelope
Swannery status: A common passage migrant & winter visitor.
Summary:
Winter/spring: Seen regularly from the 4th January to the last of the spring on the 26th April.
Autumn/winter: The first returning bird was seen on the 24" August and there were then regular
sightings to the end of the year.

Monthly maxima
Jan | Feb | Mar | Apr | May | Jun | Jul | Aug | Sep | Oct | Nov | Dec
20 | 16 | 14 | 4 0 0 0 | 15 | 100 | 250 | 100 | 140

Mallard Anas platyrhynchos
Swannery status: A common breeding resident, passage migrant & winter visitor.
Summary: Present throughout the year.
Breeding: No accurate data is available but nests and unfledged young noted.

WeBS counts
Jan | Feb | Mar | Apr | May | Jun | Jul | Aug | Sep | Oct | Nov | Dec
450 | 310 | 65 | 67 | 58 | 140 | 395 | 560 | 535 [ 370 | 380 | 360

Pintail (Northern Pintail) Anas acuta

Swannery status: A common passage migrant & winter visitor.

Summary: Present regularly through the year due to the presence of an over-summering individual.
Monthly maxima

Jan | Feb | Mar | Apr | May | Jun | Jul | Aug | Sep | Oct | Nov | Dec

20 6 20 | 20 1 1 1 | 30 [ 250 |250|170 ] 10

Teal (Eurasian Teal) Anas crecca
Swannery status: A common passage migrant & winter visitor. Can summer & has bred.
Summary: Present regularly through the year.

Monthly maxima
Jan | Feb | Mar | Apr | May | Jun | Jul | Aug | Sep | Oct | Nov | Dec
650 | 300 | 100 | 82 0 5 [ 10 ] 200 | 400 | 400 | 600 | 700

Pochard (Common Pochard) Aythya ferina
Swannery status: A common passage migrant & winter visitor that occasionally summers.
Summary: Present through much of the year.
Breeding: At least one pair were present in late spring/early summer but there was no further evidence
of nesting.

Monthly maxima
Jan | Feb | Mar | Apr | May | Jun | Jul | Aug | Sep | Oct | Nov | Dec
500 | 300 | 120 | 20 4 8 4 | 28 | 75 | 300 250 | 170
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Flock of nineteen Garganey, Abbotsbury Swannery, April 2021 © Joe Stockwell

Gadwall (drake), Abbotsbury Swannery, September 2021 © Steve Groves

R —— —— ﬂo— -
Female Pochard and Pochard x Ferruginous Duck hybrid, Abbotsbury 2021.
The latter was present regularly from the 15t January to the 215t March. © Steve Groves


https://www.blogger.com/blog/post/edit/1422225524762139166/7853471052293738985
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Tufted Duck Aythya fuligula
Swannery status: A common passage migrant & winter visitor; Scarce breeding resident.
Summary: Present throughout the year.
Breeding: One pair nested.

Monthly maxima
Jan | Feb | Mar | Apr | May | Jun | Jul | Aug | Sep | Oct | Nov | Dec
200 ] 150 | 150 | 103 | 20 | 25 | 50 | 20 | 150 | 155 | 200 | 100

Scaup (Greater Scaup) Aythya marila

Swannery status: A regular passage migrant & winter visitor.

All records...

Winter/spring: Four (an adult drake, an adult female and two second calendar year drakes) were

present virtually daily from the 1%t January to the 24" February.

Autumn/winter: An adult female arrived on the 23rd October and was joined by a first calendar year

male on the 31st October. Both were then seen virtually daily to the 30" December.

Monthly maxima

Jan | Feb | Mar | Apr | May | Jun | Jul | Aug | Sep | Oct | Nov | Dec

4 4 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 2 2

Long-tailed Duck Clangula hyemalis
Swannery status: A scarce passage migrant & winter visitor.
All records: The only records were in the spring with one on the 29" March and four on the 12" April.

Goldeneye (Common Goldeneye) Bucephala clangula
Swannery status: Formerly common but now only a scarce passage migrant and winter visitor.
All records: Another poor year with just one record of a single from the 12" to the 19" November.

Goosander (Common Merganser) Mergus merganser
Swannery status: An uncommon passage migrant and winter visitor.
All records: Another poor year with just one record of a single on the 5" November.

Red-breasted Merganser Mergus serrator
Swannery status: A common passage migrant and winter visitor.
Summary...
Winter/spring: Regular from the 12" January to the 23" April.
Autumn/winter: The first returning bird was seen on the 22" November and there were then regular
sightings to the 29" December.

Monthly maxima
Jan | Feb | Mar | Apr | May | Jun | Jul | Aug | Sep | Oct | Nov | Dec
10 | 20 | 20 | 20 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 5

Pheasant (Common Pheasant) Phasianus colchicus

Swannery status: An introduced common breeding resident with regular influxes due to releases.
Summary: Present throughout the year.

Breeding: Two or three broods noted.

Red-legged Partridge Alectoris rufa
Swannery status: An introduced casual visitor from release sites nearby.
Summary: From one to four were seen regularly from 28" February to the 26" November.
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Scaup (ad. female) & Pochard (ad. drake), Abbotsbury Swannery, October 2021
© Charlie Wheeler

"Redhead" Goosander, Abbotsbury Swannery, November 2021 © Charlie Wheeler

Great Bustard, Abbotsbury, December 2021 © Charlie Wheeler


https://www.blogger.com/blog/post/edit/1422225524762139166/5603929469592561401
https://www.blogger.com/blog/post/edit/1422225524762139166/3346046545649069834
https://www.blogger.com/blog/post/edit/1422225524762139166/4146291875397752483
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Swift (Common Swift) Apus apus

Swannery status: A common passage migrant and summer visitor.
Summary: The first of the year were seen on the 30" April and there were then regular sightings until
the last of the year on the 4" September. Numbers though were again unimpressive with counts of over
ten rare. The highest numbers were in June with seventy on the 18", one hundred on the 21%, fifty on
the 22", thirty on the 23 and twenty on the 27%.

Monthly maxima
Apr | May | Jun [ Jul | Aug | Sep
5 10 [100) 10 | 15 3

Great Bustard Oitis tarda

Swannery status: No previous records.

All records: A female that lingered for a few hours on the 17" December had presumably originated
from the Salisbury Plain re-introduction project.

Cuckoo (Common Cuckoo) Cuculus canorus
Swannery status: A scarce passage migrant. Formerly a regular breeder & passage migrant.
All records: Singles on the 15t May, 18" June and 8™ July.

Feral Pigeon (Rock Dove) Columba livia

Swannery status: A semi-resident of captive/naturalised origin that has bred.

Summary: Obvious domestic ‘racing’ flocks were regular overhead throughout the spring and summer
and a mixed flock from the village of around fifty ‘AWOL’ racing, free-flying ornamentals and apparent
genuine feral birds visited virtually daily.

Stock Dove Columba oenas

Swannery status: A common breeding resident and passage migrant.

Summary: Regularly encountered in single figures through the year. The only double figure flocks were
seen in November with fifty over on the 2", ten on the 4", one hundred on the 17" and twenty on the
22",

Breeding: At least one pair were present in the recording area with others in nearby woods and farm
buildings.

Woodpigeon (Common Wood Pigeon) Columba palumbus

Swannery status: A common breeding resident, passage migrant and winter visitor.

Summary: Commonly encountered all year.

Breeding: At least five pairs nested.

Autumn passage: Overhead passage was noted regularly between the 11" October and the 18"
November (13,200 bird-days) with a maxima of 5,000 on the 2" November.

Collared Dove (Eurasian Collared Dove) Streptopelia decaocto
Swannery status: A common breeding resident.

Summary: Single figures noted regularly throughout the year.
Breeding: One pair, at least, nested and others certainly did so nearby.

Water Rail Rallus aquaticus

Swannery status: A common passage migrant, winter visitor and uncommon breeding resident.
Summary:

Winter/spring: Seen or at least heard regularly from the 15t January to the 215 April.
Autumn/winter: Regularly seen or heard from 315t July to the end of the year.

Breeding: No evidence of breeding bar a calling bird on the 30" June.

Spotted Crake Porzana porzana

County rarity. Swannery status: A rare passage migrant.

All records: One (trapped, ringed and released) on the 14™ September was the first since August 2009
(Ben Sheldon).
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Moorhen (Common Moorhen) Gallinula chloropus

Swannery status: A common breeding resident, passage migrant and winter visitor.

Summary: Present throughout the year with counts of at least twenty in both January and December.
Breeding: Around five pairs nested.

Coot (Eurasian Coot) Fulica atra
Swannery status: A common breeding resident, passage migrant and winter visitor.
Summary: Present throughout the year.
Breeding: Three or four pairs nested.

Monthly maxima
Jan | Feb | Mar | Apr | May [ Jun | Jul [ Aug | Sep | Oct | Nov | Dec
330|220 | 50 | 16 8 54 | 175|280 | 380 [ 410 | 70 | 60

Crane (Common Crane) Grus grus

County rarity (if non-reintroduction).Swannery status: Only two previous records.

All records: Six flew south on the 29" September (Joe Stockwell). These birds were tracked from
Strathbeg Scotland on the 22" September taking in four other sites on their way south, so were almost
certainly non-reintroduction birds.

Little Grebe Tachybaptus ruficollis

Swannery status: A common passage migrant and winter visitor.

Summary...

Winter/spring: Present virtually daily from the 1st January to the 29" March.

Summer: Singles were seen on nine dates between the 6" May and the 14™ July.

Autumn/winter: There were virtually daily sightings from the 26™ July to the end of the year.
Monthly maxima

Jan | Feb | Mar | Apr | May | Jun | Jul | Aug | Sep | Oct | Nov | Dec

12 | 13 2 0 1 1 3110 | 17 [ 19 ] 22 7

Great Crested Grebe Podiceps cristatus
Swannery status: A common passage migrant, winter visitor and non-breeding summer visitor.
Summary: Present throughout the year.
Monthly maxima
Jan | Feb [ Mar | Apr | May | Jun | Jul | Aug | Sep | Oct | Nov | Dec
8 21 | 30 | 35 | 55 | 40 [ 52| 58 | 40 | 38 6 10

Black-necked Grebe Podiceps nigricollis
Swannery status: An uncommon passage migrant and winter visitor.
All records: From one to four were seen virtually daily from the 30" August to the 17" December.

Oystercatcher (Eurasian Oystercatcher) Haematopus ostralegus
Swannery status: A common passage migrant & semi-resident breeder.
Summary: Present virtually daily from the 15" January to the 20" August and then sporadically until
the 2" December.
Breeding: At least three pairs were on territory but only one pair nested successfully, fledging one
chick.
Monthly maxima

Jan | Feb | Mar | Apr | May | Jun | Jul | Aug | Sep | Oct | Nov | Dec

2 4 9 6 11 | 14 | 8 6 1 1 3 1

Avocet (Pied Avocet) Recurvirostra avosetta

Swannery status: An uncommon passage migrant.

All records: Two on the 15™ February, one on the 26" February, one on the 3'%/4™" March, one on the
20"/215 March, one on the 22" June and two on the 27" November.
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Cranes, Abbotsbury Swannery, September 2021 © Joe Stockwell

Black-necked Grebe, Abbotsbury Swannery, September 2021 © Charlie Wheeler

Avocet, Abbotsbury Swannery Swannery, February 2021 © Joe Stockwell
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Lapwing (Northern Lapwing) Vanellus vanellus
Swannery status: A common passage migrant & winter visitor that formerly bred.
Summary...
Winter/spring: Present virtually daily from the 15t January to the 22" March.
Autumn/winter: The first returning bird arrived on the 17" June and there were then birds present
virtually daily to the end of the year.

Monthly maxima
Jan | Feb | Mar | Apr | May | Jun | Jul | Aug | Sep | Oct | Nov | Dec
500|700 10 | O 0 6 |11 | 8 10 | 30 | 150 | 500

Golden Plover (European Golden Plover) Pluvialis apricaria

Swannery status: A regular passage migrant and winter visitor.

Summary...

Winter/spring: Regular from the 18™ January to the 16" February (251 bird days) with a maxima of
100 on the 10" February.

Autumn/winter: One or two were seen or heard on five dates from the 4" October to the 22" November
(7 bird-days).

Grey Plover Pluvialis squatarola

Swannery status: A regular passage migrant.

Summary...

Winter/Spring: Noted on four dates from the 16" February to the 4™ April (6 bird-days) with a maxima
of three on the former date.

Autumn/Winter: Singles were noted on nine dates from the 14™ June to the 4™ November.

Ringed Plover (Common Ringed Plover) Charadrius hiaticula
Swannery status: A common passage migrant that formerly bred.
Summary...

Spring passage: All records were between the 9" April and the 7" June.
Autumn passage: The first was noted on the 4" July and the last on the 7" October.
Monthly maxima / Bird-days

Month | Apr | May | Jun | Jul | Aug | Sep | Oct
Maxima 5 4 3 1 12 2 1
Bird-days | 8 8 5 1| 37 6 2

Little Ringed Plover Charadrius dubius
Swannery status: A regular passage migrant.
Summary...

Spring passage: All records were between the 2" March and the 29" April.
Autumn passage: All records were between the 23 June and the 10" August.
Monthly maxima / Bird-days

Month Mar | Apr | May | Jun | Jul | Aug
Maxima 1 2 0 1 3 2
Bird-days | 4 5 0 2 6 3

Whimbrel (Eurasian Whimbrel) Numenius phaeopus
Swannery status: A common passage migrant.
Summary...
Spring passage: The first of the year were seen on the 11" April and there were then regular sightings
until the 16™ May.
Autumn passage: One was noted on the 10" June and two on the 19™ July but regular passage was
not observed until the 7" August, There were then though regular sightings until the 20" August, with a
late single on the 17" September.
Monthly maxima / Bird-days

Month | Apr | May | Jun | Jul | Aug [ Sep
Maxima | 30 | 50 1 2 1 1
Bird-days | 122 | 112 | 1 2 6 1
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Grey Plover, Abbotsbury Swannery Swannery, April 2021 © Joe Stockwell

Whimbrel, Abbotsbury Swannery, May 2021 © Charlie Wheeler

Bar-tailed odi, Abbotsbury Swnnery Swnnery, April 2021 © Joe Stockwell
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Curlew (Eurasian Curlew) Numenius arquata
Swannery status: A regular passage migrant and occasional winter visitor.
Summary...
Spring passage: The first of the year was noted on the 2" March and there were then regular records
until the 191 April.
Autumn passage: There were sporadic records from the 28™ June to the last of the year on the 22"
September.
Monthly maxima / Bird-days

Month Mar | Apr | May | Jun | Jul | Aug | Sep
Maxima 6 1 0 1 1 1 2
Bird-days | 20 6 0 2 1 3 2

Bar-tailed Godwit Limosa lapponica
Swannery status: A regular passage migrant.
Summary...
Spring passage: The first of the year was seen on the 6™ April and the last of the spring on the 6%
May.
Autumn passage: The first of the autumn were seen on the 12" August and the last of the year was
seen on the 15M September.
Monthly maxima / Bird-days

Month Apr | May | Jun | Jul | Aug | Sep
Maxima | 100 | 4 0 0 2 1
Bird-days | 192 | 5 0 0 3 1

Black-tailed Godwit Limosa limosa
Swannery status: A common passage migrant and winter visitor.
Summary...
Winter/Spring: The first of the year was seen on the 1% March and there were then fairly regular
sightings to the 3" June.
Autumn/winter: The first returning birds were seen on the 28" June and there were then fairly regular
sightings to the end of the year.
Monthly maxima / Bird-days

Month Mar | Apr | May | Jun | Jul | Aug | Sep | Oct | Nov | Dec
Maxima 1 2 7 1 5 1 8 2 2 9
Bird-days | 2 5 19 4 |17 | 3 31 | 22 | 29 | 174

Turnstone (Ruddy Turnstone) Arenaria interpres
Swannery status: A regular passage migrant and scarce winter visitor.
Summary...
Spring passage: The first of the year was seen on the 2" May and the last of the spring on the 7t
June.
Autumn passage: The first returning bird was seen on the on the 215t July and there were then regular
records until the last of the year on the 9" October.
Monthly maxima / Bird-days

Month May | Jun | Jul | Aug | Sep | Oct
Maxima | 16 1 1 9 9 2
Bird-days | 56 5 3 |30 | 35 7
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Knot (Red Knot) Calidris canutus
Swannery status: A regular passage migrant & scarce winter visitor.
All records...
Winter/Spring: Two were present on the 6 January and two on the 10" and 16" February.
Spring passage: One was present from the 4™ to the 6™ April; one from the 13" to the 15" May and
one on the 3 June.
Autumn passage: One was present from 27" to the 30" June; two from the 24™ to the 27" July; one
from the 15™ to the 215" August; one on the 3™ and 9™ September; two on the 13" September.
Autumn/winter: One was present from the 27" November to the 2" December and two were seen on
the 9" December.
Monthly maxima / Bird-days

Month Jan | Feb | Mar | Apr | May | Jun | Jul | Aug | Sep | Oct | Nov | Dec
Maxima 2 2 0 1 1 1 2 1 2 0 1 2
Bird-days | 2 4 0 3 3 5 8 7 9 0 4 4

Ruff Calidris pugnax
Swannery status: A scarce passage migrant and winter visitor.
All records: One seen on the 23 August was the only record.

Sanderling Calidris alba

Swannery status: A regular passage migrant.

Summary...

Spring passage: All records were between the 15 May and the 9" June (27 bird-days), with a maxima
of at least 20 on the 215 May.

Autumn passage: All records were between the 19" August and the 18" September (7 bird-days) with
a peak of three on the 17" September.

Dunlin calidris alpina
Three forms occurred although two are treated together here...

‘European Dunlin’ Calidris alpina alpina / Calidris alpina schinzii
Swannery status: Common passage migrants and winter visitors.
Summary: Regularly recorded regularly through the year with obvious passage peaks in the spring and
autumn.
Monthly maxima / Bird-days

Month | Jan | Feb | Mar | Apr | May | Jun | Jul | Aug | Sep | Oct | Nov | Dec
Maxima 0 12 4 40 [ 200 | 3 6 | 70 | 75 7 30 0
Bird-days | O 41 8 |130| 776 | 3 |13 [323|292| 29 | 42 0

‘Arctic Dunlin’ Calidris alpina arctica
Swannery status: A scarce passage migrant.
All records: One lingered from the 25™ to the 29" August.

Purple Sandpiper Calidris maritima
Swannery status: A rare passage migrant
All records: One on the 26™ November was the first since 2001 and only the 4™ site record.

Little Stint Calidris minuta

Swannery status: A scarce passage migrant

All records: The only records were all during a five-day period in August with three on the 27™, two
from the 28™ to the 30™ and one on the 31st.
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Dunlin, Abbotsbury Swannery, May 2021 © Steve Groves
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Purple Sandpiper, Abbotsbury Swannery, November 2021 © Charlie Wheeler
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Jack Snipe Lymnocryptes minimus
Swannery status: An uncommon passage migrant & winter visitor.
All records: One on the 12 March the only record.

Snipe (Common Snipe) Gallinago gallinago

Swannery status: A common passage migrant & winter visitor.

Summary...

Winter/spring: Seen regularly from early January to the last of the spring on the 14" April, with a
maxima of one hundred on the 4™ January.

Autumn/winter: The first of the ‘autumn’ was seen on the 14" August and there were then regular
sightings until the end of the year with a maxima of twenty-five on the 9" December.

Grey Phalarope (Red Phalarope) Phalaropus fulicarius
Swannery status: A scarce storm blown passage migrant.
All records: Two on the 30" September and one on the 6 October.

Common Sandpiper Actitis hypoleucos
Swannery status: A common passage migrant.
Summary...
Winter/Spring: The regular over-wintering bird was seen regularly from early January to at least the
11" April when it was joined by the first passage bird. There were then regular sightings until the 13"
May.
Autumn passage: The first of the ‘autumn’ was present on the 17" June, with then regular multiple
sightings until the 27" September. There were then only singles (or potentially just the one regular over-
wintering bird) noted regularly to the end of the year.
Monthly maxima / Bird-days

Month Jan | Feb | Mar | Apr | May | Jun | Jul | Aug | Sep | Oct | Nov | Dec
Maxima 1 1 1 3 3 2 11 4 7 1 1 1
Bird-days | 8 5 9 19 6 4 1152 | 76 | 69 | 18 | 11 5

Green Sandpiper Tringa ochropus
Swannery status: A regular passage migrant & scarce winter visitor.
Summary...
Winter/Spring: There were singles on the 11" January and 8" February.
Spring passage: There were singles noted regularly from the 23" March to the 14" April.
Autumn passage: The first of the autumn was noted on the 23 June. There were then regular records
until the 25" August.
Autumn/Winter: One on the 9" October was the last of the year.
Monthly maxima / Bird-days

Month Jan | Feb | Mar | Apr | May | Jun | Jul | Aug | Sep | Oct | Nov | Dec
Maxima 1 1 1 1 0 1 1 5 0
Bird-days | 1 1 4 6 0 4 6 | 21 0 1 0 0

-
o
o

Redshank (Common Redshank) Tringa totanus
Swannery status: A common passage migrant & winter visitor. Former breeder.
Summary: Present regularly through the year.
Breeding: There was no evidence of nesting.
Monthly maxima
Jan | Feb | Mar | Apr | May | Jun | Jul | Aug | Sep | Oct | Nov | Dec
4 7 10 | 40 1 9 5 8 3 4 3 4

Wood Sandpiper Tringa glareola
Swannery status: A scarce passage migrant.
All records: One that lingered from the 16" to the 22" August was the only record.
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Spotted Redshank Tringa erythropus
Swannery status: A scarce passage migrant.
All records: One on the 6™ and 8™ April the only record.

Greenshank (Common Greenshank) Tringa nebularia
Swannery status: A regular passage migrant.
Summary...
Spring passage: Noted on nine dates from the 5" April to the 25" May, with an unprecedented fifteen
on the 23 April.
Autumn passage: The first returning bird was present on the 24™ June and there were then regular
sightings until the 27" September.
Monthly maxima / Bird-days

Month Apr | May | Jun | Jul | Aug | Sep
Maxima 15 1 1 1 8 6
Bird-days 29 2 2 4 21 30

Kittiwake (Black-legged Kittiwake) Rissa tridactyla

Swannery status: A scarce storm blown passage migrant & winter visitor.

All records: As last year there were rather unseasonal records of singles on the 3" and 23" May and
on the 7" June. More expected though were two on the 71" December.

Black-headed Gull Chroicocephalus ridibundus
Swannery status: A common passage migrant, winter visitor & recent regular breeder.
Summary: Present throughout the year.
Breeding: Around twenty-five pairs bred and fledged around fifty young.

Monthly maxima
Jan | Feb | Mar | Apr | May | Jun | Jul [ Aug | Sep | Oct | Nov | Dec
160 | 250 | 100 | 300 | 44 | 34 | 50 | 200 | 200 | 500 | 50 | 100

Little Gull Hydrocoloeus minutus

Swannery status: A scarce passage migrant and winter visitor.

All records: Single (‘second-calendar-year’ birds) were seen on the 4", 24" and 25" May; whilst an
adult was present on the 315 August.

Laughing Gull Leucophaeus atricilla

National rarity. Swannery status: One previous record.

All records: One (‘third-calendar-year’) on the 11, 24" and 25" March (Steve Groves). Also noted as
far east as Lodmoor RSPB, Weymouth and west to West Bexington. The only previous site record was
an adult in July 1998. A full finder's account follows the Species Account section.

Mediterranean Gull Ichthyaetus melanocephalus
Swannery status: Now a common passage migrant & winter visitor. Has bred.
Summary: Present regularly through the year.
Breeding: No evidence of nesting following last year’s first ever breeding record.
Monthly maxima
Jan | Feb | Mar | Apr | May | Jun | Jul | Aug | Sep | Oct | Nov | Dec
2 |300]| 50 7 30 | 10 | 60| 30 | 50 | 50 | 10 | 300

Common Gull Larus canus
Swannery status: A common passage migrant & winter visitor.
Summary...
Winter/spring: Regular from the 15t January to the 22" May.
Autumn/winter: Regular from the 26™ July to the end of the year.
Monthly maxima
Jan Feb Mar | Apr | May | Jun | Jul | Aug | Sep | Oct | Nov | Dec
1,000 | 1,000 | 1,200 | 60 1 0 1 2 3 50 10 | 500
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Great Black-backed Gull Larus marinus
Swannery status: A common passage migrant, winter visitor & casual breeding resident.
Summary: Present throughout the year.
Breeding: There was no evidence of nesting.

Monthly maxima
Jan | Feb | Mar | Apr | May | Jun | Jul | Aug | Sep | Oct | Nov | Dec
3 3 40 |50 |60 |20 |80 |50 |100 10050 |10

Glaucous Gull Larus hyperboreus
County rarity. Swannery status: A scarce passage migrant and winter visitor.
All records: One (second-calendar year) flew south on the 23" April (Joe Stockwell)

Herring Gull (European Herring Gull) Larus argentatus
Swannery status: A common passage migrant, winter visitor & non-breeding resident.
Summary: Present throughout the year.

Monthly maxima / WeBS counts*
Jan | Feb | Mar | Apr | May | Jun | Jul | Aug | Sep | Oct | Nov | Dec
30 [ 200 | 200 | 180 | 200 | 40 [ 20 | 100 | 3* | 300 | 100 | 230

Caspian Gull Larus cachinnans

County rarity. Swannery status: A rare but increasing passage migrant & winter visitor..

All records: Single ‘third-calendar-year birds (or just one individual) were seen on the 3 and 15"
March (Joe Stockwell). In addition, a ‘first-calendar-year’ showing features of this species was seen on
the 18™ October.

Yellow-legged Gull Larus michahellis

Swannery status: A regular passage migrant.

Summary...

Winter/spring: A single ‘second-calendar-year’ was seen on the 15" February.

Summer: Juveniles (first-calendar-year’'s’) were seen fairly regularly from the 29" July to the 21%
August (13 Bird-days).

Autumn/winter: Single ‘first-calendar-year's’ were seen on the 2" and 18" October and on the 9"
November.

Lesser Black-backed Gull Larus fuscus
Two distinct forms occurred...

‘British Lesser Black-backed Gull’ Larus fuscus graellsii
Swannery status: A common passage migrant, winter visitor & uncommon non-breeding resident.
Summary: Small numbers in every month bar December.
Monthly maxima
Jan | Feb | Mar | Apr | May | Jun | Jul | Aug | Sep | Oct | Nov | Dec
3 34 | 20 3 5 1 2 5 1 10 | 20 0

‘Continental Lesser Black-backed Gull’ Larus fuscus intermedius

Swannery status: An uncommon passage migrant.

All records: At Single figures were seen on five dates between the 9" March and the 2" April (nine
bird-days).

Sandwich Tern Sterna sandvicensis
Swannery status: A common passage migrant and non-breeding summer visitor.
Summary: The first of the year was seen on the 17" March and there were then regular sightings to
the 13" September. The only subsequent sighting was of two on the 14" October.

Monthly maxima
Mar | Apr | May | Jun | Jul | Aug | Sep | Oct
20 30 10 18 6 5 5 2
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Sandwich Tern, Abbotsbury Swannery, April 2021 © Steve Groves

Roseate Terns & Common Terns, Abbotsbury Swannery, July 2021 © Steve Groves
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Little Tern Sternula albifrons

Swannery status: An uncommon passage migrant that formerly bred.

Summary:

Spring: Seen on five dates between the 28" April and the 2" May with a maxima of seven on the 29™"
April (fourteen bird-days).

Sumer: Noted on six dates between the 28™ May and the 3" July with a maxima of five on the 27 June
(fourteen bird-days).

Roseate Tern Sterna dougallii

Swannery status: An uncommon passage migrant.

All records: Singles were seen on the 9" May and the 13" June but in July there were sightings on
five dates between the 2" and the 14™ of between one and four together (twelve bird-days).

Common Tern Sterna hirundo

Swannery status: A common passage migrant and breeding summer visitor.

Summary: The first of the year was seen on the 315 March and the last of the year was seen on the

15" August.

Breeding: Only around twenty-five pairs nested on the tern island due to competition with Black-headed

Gulls, but they successfully fledged around twenty young. Another fifteen or so pairs attempted to nest

on the beach and within the Swannery grounds, but they all failed.

Monthly maxima

Mar | Apr | May | Jun | Jul | Aug

1 30 | 150 | 45 | 100 10

Arctic Tern Sterna paradisaea
Swannery status: A regular passage migrant.
All records: One was present on the 15t May and one lingered from the 9™ to the 11" June.

Whiskered Tern Chlidonias hybrida

National rarity. Swannery status: No previous records.

All records: One was present from the 2™ to the 8" May (Steve Groves). A full finder's account follows
the Species Account section.

Great Northern Diver Stercorarius skua
Swannery status: A rare passage migrant and winter visitor.
All records: Singles flew over on the 17" February and the 3" May. The first records since 2015.

Fulmar (Northern Fulmar) Fulmarus glacialis
Swannery status; A casual visitor from the seaward side of Chesil Bank.
All records: Singles over on the 19" March, 25" May and on the 27" October.

White Stork Ciconia ciconia
County Rarity. Swannery status: An increasing visitor, but most are escapes or releases.
All records: One flew over on the 14" and again on the 15" July (presumably a reintroduction bird).
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Common Tern, Abbotsbury Swannery, July 2021 © Joe Stockwell

Arctic Tern, Abbotsbury Swannery, May 2021 © Joe Stockwell
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Whiskered Tern, Abbotsbury Swannery, May 2021 © Charlie Wheeler
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Cattle Egrets, Abbotsbury Swannery, May 2021 © Steve Groves


https://www.blogger.com/blog/post/edit/1422225524762139166/3470944059648303309
https://www.blogger.com/blog/post/edit/1422225524762139166/7600321287230197511
https://www.blogger.com/blog/post/edit/1422225524762139166/7364219141897332613

ABBOTSBURY SWANNERY BIRD REPORT 2021

Cormorant (Great Cormorant) Phalacrocorax carbo
Two distinct forms occurred...

‘Atlantic Great Cormorant’ Phalacrocorax carbo carbo

Swannery status: A common passage migrant, winter visitor and recent breeding resident.
Summary: Present throughout the year.

Breeding: At least one pair nested.

‘Continental Great Cormorant’ Phalacrocorax carbo sinensis

Swannery status: A regular passage migrant, winter visitor and recent breeding resident.
Summary: Regularly encountered throughout the year.

Breeding: Up to six pairs nested and up to five young fledged.

Monthly maxima / WeBS counts both forms
Jan | Feb | Mar | Apr | May | Jun | Jul | Aug | Sep | Oct | Nov | Dec
10 | 15 | 30 [ 30 | 20 | 20 | 35| 67 | 75 | 70 | 20 | 20

Spoonbill (Eurasian Spoonbill) Platalea leucorodia
Swannery status: A scarce passage migrant.
All records: One lingered from the 15" to the 19" June and one was seen on the 171 July.

Cattle Egret (Western Cattle Egret) Bubulcus ibis
Swannery status: A former rarity but now a common passage migrant & winter visitor.
Summary... Present through out much of the year.

Monthly maxima
Jan | Feb | Mar | Apr | May | Jun | Jul | Aug | Sep | Oct | Nov | Dec
30 | 33 | 26 | 23 4 1 1 4 10 [ 30 | 37 | 32

Grey Heron Ardea cinerea
Swannery status: A common resident that formerly bred.
Summary: Present throughout the year.
Breeding: There was no evidence of nesting.
Monthly maxima
Jan | Feb | Mar | Apr | May | Jun | Jul | Aug | Sep | Oct | Nov | Dec
2 2 2 6 3 3 2 3 6 3 3 2

Great White Egret (Great Egret) Ardea alba

Swannery status: A former rarity but now a regular passage migrant & winter visitor.

All records...

Winter/spring: One lingered from the 2" to the 4™ January and one was present on the 7" May.
Autumn/winter: Singles were seen on the 5" and 20" September; In October two were present on the
9", one on the 11", two on the 18™ and one on the 22", The last of the year was seen on the 2"
November.

Little Egret Egretta garzetta
Swannery status: A common resident and passage migrant that has bred.
Summary: Present throughout the year.
Breeding: There was no evidence of nesting.
Monthly maxima / WeBS counts
Jan | Feb | Mar | Apr [ May | Jun | July | Aug | Sep | Oct | Nov | Dec
5 6 10 | 13| 13 | 12 | 15 | 18 | 30 7 6 2
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Grey Heron (with Flounder), Abbotsbury Swannery, September 2021 © Steve Groves

Little Egret, Abbotsbury Swannery, May 2021 © Steve Groves

Osprey, Abbotsbury Swannery, April 2021 © Charlie Wheeler


https://www.blogger.com/blog/post/edit/1422225524762139166/7853471052293738985
https://www.blogger.com/blog/post/edit/1422225524762139166/7364219141897332613
https://www.blogger.com/blog/post/edit/1422225524762139166/2537521678280609183

ABBOTSBURY SWANNERY BIRD REPORT 2021

Osprey (Western Osprey) Pandion haliaetus

Swannery status: A regular passage migrant.

Summary...

Spring passage: Singles were seen on five dates from the 315t March to the 14™ May.

Autumn passage: The first returning bird was seen on the 25™ July but there were no more sightings
until the 20" August, with then regular sightings of at least one, sometimes two, to the last sighting of
the year on the 15" September (14 bird-days).

Sparrowhawk (Eurasian Sparrowhawk) Accipiter nisus
Swannery status: A common breeding resident.

Summary: One or two regularly encountered throughout the year.
Breeding: At least one pair nested in the area.

Marsh Harrier (Western Marsh Harrier) Circus aeruginosus

Swannery status: A regular passage migrant & winter visitor that has attempted to breed.

Summary: There were regular sightings of singles and occasional sightings of two individuals
throughout much of the year, but three individuals were seen on the 3" November and four on the 17%
November.

Hen Harrier Circus cyaneus
Swannery status: A scarce passage migrant & winter visitor, formerly more regular.
All records: Single ‘ringtails’ were seen on the 22" November and on the 17™, 20" and 215 December.

Red Kite Milvus milvus
Swannery Status: Formerly a scarce passage migrant but reintroduced birds now regular visitors.
Summary: There were fairly regular sightings from the 15t March to the 19" July and again from the
10" October to the 23" November. There were no large movements noted.
Monthly maxima / Bird-days

Month Mar Apr | May | Jun | Jul | Aug | Sep | Oct | Nov
Maxima 2 1 3 3 1 0 0 1 2
Bird-days 4 5 10 7 1 0 0 1 5

Buzzard (Common Buzzard) Buteo buteo

Swannery status: A common breeding resident and passage migrant.

Summary: Single figures were present throughout the year, with a maximum of six seen at any one
time.

Breeding: At least one pair nested in the recording area and other pairs nested nearby.

Barn Owl (Western Barn Owl) Tyto alba

Swannery status: A common breeding resident

Summary: One or two at least were seen (or at least heard) regularly throughout the year.
Breeding: None nested this year.

Little Owl Athene noctua
Swannery status: Naturalised former breeding resident, now a casual visitor.
All records: One on the 25" September.

Short-eared Owl Asio flammeus

Swannery status: A scarce passage migrant and winter visitor.

All records:

Spring passage: Singles on the 215 April and the 11" May.

Autumn/winter: Singles on the 15" October, 2" November and on the 10", 15" and 315t December,
with two present on the 20" December.
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Sparrowhawk, Abbotsbury Swannery, September 2021 © Steve Groves

Barn Owl, Abbotsbury Swannery, July 2021 © Joe Stockwell

Peregrine, Abbotsbury Swannery, January 2021 © Joe Stockwell
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Tawny Owl Strix aluco

Swannery status: A common breeding resident.

Summary: One or two at least were noted regularly throughout the year.

Breeding: At least one pair nested within the recording area with others in the near vicinity.

Kingfisher (Common Kingfisher) Alcedo atthis

Swannery status: A regular non-breeding visitor.

Summary:

Winter/spring: Singles were seen regularly from early January to the 12" February.

Summer: One on the 27" May.

Autumn/winter: There were regular sightings of singles but occasionally two or even three together
from the 14™ August to the end of the year.

Great Spotted Woodpecker Dendrocopos major

Swannery status: A common breeding resident.

Summary: One or two at least were seen regularly in January and February but then apart from one
noted on the 23 April there were no records until the 1%t July. There were then however regular
sightings of at least one or two to the end of the year.

Breeding: Unusually none nested in the recording area.

Green Woodpecker (European Green Woodpecker) Picus viridus

Swannery status: A common breeding resident.

Summary: One or two noted regularly throughout the year.

Breeding: At least one pair nested successfully either within or extremely near to the recording area.

Kestrel (Common Kestrel) Falco tinnunculus
Swannery status: A common breeding resident.

Summary: Single figures were present throughout the year.
Breeding: At least one pair nested.

Merlin Falco columbarius

Swannery status: A regular passage migrant and winter visitor.

All records...

Winter/spring: One on the 26" February.

Autumn/winter: Singles were seen on eight dates between the 5" September and the 20" November.

Hobby (Eurasian Hobby) Falco subbuteo

Swannery status: A regular passage migrant.

All records:

Spring passage: Singles on the 23 April, 2"¥ and 14" May, and the 10" June.

Autumn passage: Singles were seen on five dates between the 26" August and the 26" September.

Lanner (Lanner Falcon) Falco peregrinus
Swannery status: A rare visitor but all no doubt escaped falconer’s birds.
All records: One (or a hybrid), with jesses and a bell, was seen on the 23 March.

Peregrine (Peregrine Falcon) Falco peregrinus
Swannery status: A common non-breeding resident.
Summary: One, or occasionally two, noted regularly throughout the year.

Jay (Eurasian Jay) Garrulus glandarius

Swannery status: A casual visitor from nearby woodland & occasional passage migrant.

Summary:

Winter/spring: Singles were seen (or at least heard) regularly from January to April.

Autumn/winter: Three on the 26™ September and five on the 15t October were a precursor of a marked
influx with at least thirty noted on the 4™ and 6" October and then virtually daily sightings of between
one and ten to the end of the year.
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Magpie (Eurasian Magpie) Pica pica

Swannery status: A common breeding resident.

Summary: Single figures were seen regularly throughout the year.
Breeding: At least one pair nested in the near vicinity.

Jackdaw (Western Jackdaw) Corvus monedula

Swannery status: A common breeding resident, passage migrant and winter visitor.

Summary: Present throughout the year in flocks of from around ten to two hundred but with a peak
count of over eight hundred noted on the 2" November.

Breeding: Several pairs nested.

Rook Corvus frugilegus

Swannery status: A common breeding resident, passage migrant and winter visitor.

Summary: Present throughout the year in flocks of from around ten to two hundred.

Breeding: Chapel Coppice rookery on the boundary of the recording area occupied as usual but no
data available.

Carrion Crow Corvus corone

Swannery status: A common breeding resident, passage migrant and winter visitor.

Summary: Present throughout the year with a flock of around twenty to thirty were present from January
to April and again from September to December.

Breeding: Several pairs nested in the vicinity.

Raven (Northern Raven) Corvus corax
Swannery status: A regular visitor from breeding sites nearby.
Summary: Regularly encountered in single figures throughout the year.

Coal Tit Periparus ater

Swannery status: A regular visitor that has bred.

Summary...

Winter/spring: Single figures were seen regularly from early January to the 29" April.
Autumn/winter: Singles were noted on the 15" June and on the 16™ July but from the 2" August there
were regular sightings of one or two to the 2" November.

Blue Tit (Eurasian Blue Tit) Cyanistes caeruleus

Swannery status: A common breeding resident.

Summary: Present throughout the year. Twenty were noted during a survey on the 315t January.
Breeding: Several pairs bred.

Great Tit Parus major

Swannery status: A common breeding resident.

Summary: Present throughout the year. Eight were noted during a survey on the 315 January.
Breeding: Several pairs bred.

Bearded Tit (Bearded Reedling) Panurus biarmicus
Swannery status: A regular passage migrant & winter visitor that has bred.
All records: At least three were noted regularly from the 9™ October to the end of the year.

Skylark (Eurasian Skylark) Alauda arvensis

Swannery status: A common breeding resident, passage migrant and winter visitor.

Summary: From one to ten noted on the surrounding pasture through the year.

Breeding: A few pairs nested in the surrounding pasture and on the adjacent Chesil Bank.

Autumn passage: Over-head passage noted regularly from early October to mid-November. The
highest count in October was of five hundred on the 6™, while the highest count in November was of
three hundred and fifty on the 2",
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Sand Martin Riparia riparia

Swannery status: A common passage migrant.

Summary...

Spring passage: The first of the year was seen on the 15" March. There were then regular sightings
until the last of the spring on the 315t May. No counts were of more than twenty.

Autumn passage: The first returning birds were seen on the 14" June and there were then regular
sightings until the last of the year on the 6™ October. The highest count was of over one thousand on
the 26™ August.

Swallow (Barn Swallow) Hirundo rustica

Swannery status: A common passage migrant and breeding summer visitor.

Summary: Present virtually daily from late March to mid-October.

Spring passage: The first of the year was seen on the 24™ March and passage was then observed
regularly until late May, with a peak counts of fifty on the 10" and 11™ May.

Breeding: Around four pairs nested in the hides within the grounds, with others in nearby farm
buildings.

Autumn passage: Local breeding birds masked any early movements but there was a marked passage
from mid-July through to mid-October. The highest counts were of over two thousand on the 25" August
and of over one thousand on the 13" September. The last of the year were seen on the 215t October.

House Martin (Common House Martin) Delichon urbicum

Swannery status: A common passage migrant and summer visitor.

Summary: Seen regularly from April to September.

Spring passage: The first of the year were two on the 3 April and one on the 8" April but there were
no further sightings until the 29" April. There was then regular by relatively light passage to late May,
with a peak count of fifty on the 22" May.

Breeding: Nesting observed in the village and up to twenty regularly fed over the recording area
through the summer months.

Autumn passage: Local breeding birds masked any early passage but there was a marked passage
from mid-August, with over one hundred noted on five dates from the 315t August to the 215t September.
The last of the year were seen on the 215t October.

Cetti’s Warbler Cettia cetti

Swannery status: A common breeding resident.

Summary: Single figures were encountered throughout the year, although at least ten were noted on
the 3" November.

Breeding: At least three singing males were present during spring and recently fledged young were
seen.

Long-tailed Tit Aegithalos caudatus

Swannery status: A common breeding resident.

Summary: A flock of at least ten noted through much of the year.
Breeding: At least one pair nested.
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Swallows, Abbotsbury Swannery, August 2021 © Steve Groves
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Willow Warbler Phylloscopus trochilus

Swannery status: A common passage migrant and former breeding summer visitor.

Summary...

Spring passage: The first of the year arrived on the 29" March and there were then near daily sightings
of between one and at least fifty until the 30™ April. The only subsequent records were of one or two at
least on the 8" and 9" May.

Autumn passage: The first returning bird was present on the 26™ July, with then near daily sightings
of between one and at least fifty until the last of the year on the 11" September.

Chiffchaff (Common Chiffchaff) Phylloscopus collybita
Two, possibly three, forms occurred...

‘Common Chiffchaff’ Phylloscopus collybita collybita / Phylloscopus collybita abietinus

Swannery status: A common passage migrant, breeding summer visitor and winter visitor.

Summary: Commonly encountered throughout the year.

Winter/spring: One or two successfully overwintered and then from mid-March to mid-April double
figures were seen regularly with at least fifty on the 18" April.

Breeding: There were around three pairs in the grounds with others in nearby coppices.
Autumn/winter: Double figures were regular in September and October, with a peak of at least one
hundred on the 12" October. From one to at least ten seen regularly throughout November and early
December, with single figures still present at the end of the year.

‘Siberian Chiffchaff’ Phylloscopus collybita tristis

Swannery status: A scarce passage migrant and winter visitor.

All records:

Winter/spring: One was present on the 30" April.

Autumn/winter: One arrived on the 16" November and was still present to the 29" November at least.
On the 1%t December an unprecedented five minimum were present with at least one then seen and/or
heard regularly to the 215t December.

Sedge Warbler Acrocephalus schoenobaenus

Swannery status: A common passage migrant and regular breeding summer visitor.

Summary...

Spring passage: The first of the year was noted on the 3 April and single figures were then seen
regularly throughout the spring and summer, though it was difficult to ascertain which were on territory
and which were moving through.

Breeding: At least two pairs successfully fledged young and there were another one or two singing
males holding territory.

Autumn passage: Again, the breeding birds and their young largely masked any early movement but
minor influxes were noted on the 4" August (at least ten) and on the 6™, 13" and 15" September (at
least ten to fifteen daily). The last of the year was noted on the 6" October.

Reed Warbler (Eurasian Reed Warbler) Acrocephalus scirpaceus

Swannery status: A common passage migrant and breeding summer visitor.

Summary...

Spring passage: The first of the year was heard on the 315t March and there were then birds present
almost daily, with several minor influxes noted in mid to late April.

Breeding: As usual there were around 30 to 40 nesting pairs and many recently fledged young were
seen.

Autumn passage: Several minor influxes were noted from mid-July to mid-October, with the last bird
of the year noted on the 27" October.

Grasshopper Warbler (Common Grasshopper Warbler) Locustella naevia

Swannery status: A regular passage migrant that has bred.

All records:

Spring passage: One was heard on the 28" April.

Autumn passage: Singles were seen on the 4™ and 16™ August and two were present on the 5"
September.
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Blackcap (Eurasian Blackcap) Sylvia atricapilla

A common passage migrant, regular breeding summer visitor and scarce winter visitor.

Summary...

Spring Passage: The first of the year arrived on the 24™ March. There were then birds present almost
daily with a minor influx noted on the 30" April.

Breeding: At least five pairs were present.

Autumn passage: Minor influxes were noted on the 5™ August, 13" to the 24" September and 10" to
the 12" October, with the last of the year on 14™ October.

Garden Warbler Sylvia borin

A regular passage migrant.

All records:

Spring Passage: Singles were noted on the 22" April and on the 2" May.
Autumn passage: Singles noted on the 25" and 28" August.

Lesser Whitethroat Sylvia curruca

A regular passage migrant, uncommon breeding summer visitor.

All records:

Spring Passage: Singing birds were heard on the 30" April and 16™ May.
Breeding: One singing bird held territory on the very edge of the recording area.
Autumn passage: One on the 3™ and 4™ September.

Whitethroat (Common Whitethroat) Sylvia communis

A common passage migrant and regular breeding summer visitor.

Summary...

Spring passage: The first of the year was heard on the 215t April but passage was poor with only single
figures seen throughout.

Breeding: A few pairs nested in the surrounding hedgerows and scrub.

Autumn passage: Again unremarkable. The last of the year was seen on the 17" September.

Firecrest (Common Firecrest) Regulus ignicapilla

A regular passage migrant and winter visitor.

All records:

Winter/spring: Two were present in January and at least one was still on site to late February, with it
or another also noted on the 12" March.

Autumn/winter: Singles were noted on five dates from the 9™ September to the 10" December.

Goldcrest Regulus regulus

A common breeding resident, passage migrant and winter visitor.

Summary: Present throughout the year with counts of from twenty to fifty on several dates in October.
Breeding: At least one pair nested and recently fledged young noted.

Wren (Eurasian Wren) Troglodytes troglodytes
A common breeding resident.

Summary: Present throughout the year.

Breeding: Several pairs nested.

Nuthatch (Eurasian Nuthatch) Sitta europaea

A regular visitor that has bred.

All records: One on the 28" May and one in a garden in adjacent Grove Lane regularly from the 13t
October to the end of the year.
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Treecreeper (Eurasian Treecreeper) Certhia familiaris

A common visitor & casual breeder.

Summary...

Spring: Singles were heard on the 9" April and 11" April and on the 17 May.

Summer: One was heard on the 19" July.

Autumn/winter: At least one, sometimes two, were noted regular from the 3 August to the end of the
year.

Starling (Common Starling) Sturnus vulgaris

A common passage migrant, winter visitor & scarce summer visitor that formerly bred.

Summary...

Winter/spring: A roost of three hundred or so in early January built up to over ten thousand by the end
of the month and then up to at least twenty-five thousand in early February. By the end of February
however this number had dropped to only two hundred or so again. Very few were noted through March,
April, May and early June.

Autumn/winter: A post-breeding flock of one to two hundred or so roamed the area from late June.
Overhead passage noted in late autumn and the roost peaked at around one thousand in early
December.

Song Thrush Turdus philomelos

A common breeding resident, passage migrant and winter visitor.

Summary: Single figures at least were present throughout the year with minor influxes noted in
November and December.

Breeding: At least three pairs nested.

Mistle Thrush Turdus viscivorus

A common visitor & casual breeder.

Summary: Single figures noted sporadically through the year.

Breeding: At least one pair nested on the periphery of the recording area.

Redwing Turdus iliacus

A regular passage migrant and winter visitor.

All records...

Winter/spring: At least five were present on the 6™ January and at least one was heard on the 22"
February.

Autumn/winter: From one to at least twenty were seen regularly from the 215t October to late
December but at least one-thousand flew west in several flocks on the 10" December.

Blackbird (Common Blackbird) Turdus merula

A common breeding resident, passage migrant and winter visitor.
Summary: Present throughout the year with no obvious influxes noted.
Breeding: Several pairs nested.

Fieldfare Turdus pilaris

A regular passage migrant and winter visitor.

All records:

Winter/spring: Singles were noted on the 5" January and 2" March.

Autumn/winter: At least three-hundred-and-fifty flew west in several flocks on the 4" November and a
flock of around ten was noted on the 19" November and the 9" December.

Spotted Flycatcher Muscicapa striata

A regular passage migrant and former breeder.

All records:

Spring passage: Singles on the 19™ and 27" May.

Autumn passage: From one to four were noted on nine dates from the 24™ August to the 19™
September (19 bird-days).
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Robin (European Robin) Erithacus rubecula

A common breeding resident, passage migrant and winter visitor.

Summary: Present throughout the year with minor influxes of around thirty noted on the 11™ September
and 30" November.

Breeding: Several pairs nested.

Pied Flycatcher (European Pied Flycatcher) Ficedula hypoleuca
A regular passage migrant.
All records: Singles on the 24" August and the 9" September.

Black Redstart Phoenicurus ochruros
A scarce passage migrant.
All records: One on the 239 and 24" March.

Redstart (Common Redstart) Phoenicurus phoenicurus

A regular passage migrant.

All records:

Spring passage: One on the 18" April.

Autumn passage: Singles on the 24™ and 27" August and on the 5" and 6" September.

Whinchat Saxicola rubetra

A regular passage migrant.

All records:

Spring passage: One on the 24™, two on the 25™ and one on the 30™ April.

Autumn passage: Regular from the 25" August to the 215t September, with at least ten present on the
25M August and 4™ September (43 bird-days).

Stonechat (European Stonechat) Saxicola rubicola

A common passage migrant, winter visitor and uncommon breeding resident.

Summary: Single figures were seen regularly throughout the year but at least ten were seen on the
12" October.

Breeding: One pair bred raising at least two broods.

Wheatear (Northern Wheatear) Oenanthe oenanthe

A common passage migrant.

Summary...

Spring passage: The first of the year was seen on the 22" March and single figures were then seen
regularly until the last on the 8" May but with at least ten present on the 24™ and 25" April (45 bird-
days).

Summer: A late spring or early autumn bird was seen on the 19™ June.

Autumn passage: The first of the autumn was seen on the 16™ August. There were then at least single
figures seen regularly to the last on the 215t October but at least thirty were present on the 25" August
(139 bird-days).

House Sparrow Passer domesticus

A common breeding resident.

Summary: Single figures at least were present throughout the year with most records coming from the
adjacent Grove Lane cottage gardens.

Breeding: Several pairs nested on the periphery of the recording area at Grove Lane.

Dunnock Prunella modularis

A common breeding resident.
Summary: Present throughout the year.
Breeding: Several pairs nested.
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Yellow Wagtail, Abbotsbury Swannery, August 2021 © Steve Groves

/,

Corn Bunting, Chapel Hill, Abbotsbury, July 2021 © Steve Groves
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Yellow Wagtail (Western Yellow Wagtail) Motacilla flava

A common passage migrant.

Summary:

Spring passage: One or two were noted on nine dates from the 12" April to the 14" May (12 bird-
days).

Autumn passage: The first returning bird was seen on the 19™ July and there were then regular
sightings until the last of the year on the 26™ September. The roost peaked at four hundred at least on
the 3™ September (6,432 bird-days).

Grey Wagtail Motacilla cinerea

A regular passage migrant, winter visitor and former breeding resident.

Summary...

Winter/spring: Singles were noted on only five from the 12" January to the 315t May.
Autumn/winter: Single figures were seen regularly from the 19" August to the end of the year

Pied Wagtail (White Wagtail) Motacilla alba
Two distinct forms occurred...

British Pied Wagtail’ Motacilla alba yarrellii

Swannery status: A common passage migrant, winter visitor and breeding resident.

Summary: Regularly encountered throughout the year.

Winter/spring: There was a nightly roost of around forty from January to March.

Breeding: At least one pair nested.

Autumn/winter: Nearly daily overhead passage was noted from the early September to early
November with counts of over one hundred on several dates. A nightly roost of up to around one
hundred was also present throughout. As always though it is likely that a proportion of these figures
include some of the following form that were overlooked.

‘European White Wagtail’ Motacilla alba alba

Swannery status: A regular passage migrant.

All records:

Spring passage: Two on the 2" April and one on the 9" April.

Autumn/winter: Two were noted on the 6™ October but, as always, it is likely that many were
overlooked among the on the many yarrellii.

Richard’s Pipit Anthus richardi

County rarity. Swannery status: A rare passage migrant.

All records: One was heard on the 9" November (Joe Stockwell), the first since the two over-wintering
birds in 2016/17.

Meadow Pipit Anthus pratensis

A common passage migrant, winter visitor and now uncommon breeding resident.

Summary:

Winter/spring: A flock of around 20 roamed the vicinity from January to early March but there was a
notable passage in mid-March with counts of over one hundred over on the 16M/17%.

Breeding: Two or three pairs bred on the periphery of the recording area.

Autumn/winter: Nearly daily overhead passage was noted from mid-September to early November
with counts of more than 500 on several dates. A flock of up to seventy roamed the vicinity throughout
November and December.

Tree Pipit Anthus trivialis

A regular passage migrant.

All records: None were reported in the spring but in the autumn, singles were seen or at least heard
on five dates between 24™ August and the 9™ September but two were noted on the 27" August and
five on the 4th September.

Water Pipit Anthus petrosus
A rare passage migrant.
All records: Two were present on the 27" October and three on the 3 November.
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Rock Pipit (Eurasian Rock Pipit) Anthus petrosus

A regular passage migrant and winter visitor.

Summary...

Winter/spring: One or two overwintered with the last noted on the 24" March.

Autumn/winter: The first returning bird was seen on the 6" September and there were then regular
sightings of at least one or two to the end of the year, although a small passage was evident from the
29™ October to the 5™ November with a peak count of seven.

Chaffinch (Common Chaffinch) Fringilla coelebs

A common breeding resident, passage migrant and winter visitor.

Summary: Present all year. An obvious passage was noted from the 30" October to the 9" November
with counts of over fifty on two dates.

Breeding: Several pairs nested.

Brambling Fringilla montifringilla

A regular passage migrant.

Summary: All records were between the 2" and 29" November, with a peak of four on the 3" (15 bird-
days).

Bullfinch (Eurasian Bullfinch) Pyrrhula pyrrhula

An uncommon breeding resident.

Summary: Single figures were seen or at least heard throughout much of the year.
Breeding: At least one pair nested.

Greenfinch (European Greenfinch) Chioris chloris

A now uncommon breeding resident, passage migrant and winter visitor.

Summary: Single figures were seen regularly through much of the year but with counts of over ten in
November and twelve in December (the first double figure counts since 2016).

Breeding: Some breeding behaviour was noted in the recording area and several pairs nested in the
near vicinity.

Linnet (Common Linnet) Carduelis cannabina

A common breeding resident and passage migrant.

Summary: Present throughout much of the year often in flocks of ten to twenty. There was however a
marked passage in October with fifty plus birds on several dates.

Breeding: Several pairs nested in the periphery of the recording area.

Lesser Redpoll Cardelis cabaret

A regular passage migrant.

All records: Only a few records this year, all in November... one on the 2", six on the 17" and one on
the 18",

Goldfinch (European Goldfinch) Carduelis carduelis

A common breeding resident, passage migrant and winter visitor.

Summary: Present all year, with counts of ten to twenty commonplace but up to fifty were noted
regularly from late August to late October.

Breeding: Several pairs nested.

Siskin (Eurasian Siskin) Cardelis spinus

A common passage migrant and regular winter visitor.

Summary:

Winter/spring: There were sporadic records of one or two from the 6™ January to the 10" April.
Autumn/winter: The first returning bird was noted on the 20" September and there were then regular
records to the end of the year. A marked passage was evident from 6™ October to the 8" November,
with a peak count of over two hundred on the 30™ October.
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Corn Bunting Emberiza calandra

A former breeding resident, now a scarce passage migrant.

All records: Following a single on the 15t June, from one to at least three were present in the Ditchmoor
Meadows and Chapel Hill slopes from the 29" June to the 14" July. These are the first since 2019 and
the first records of more than one for over twenty years!

Yellowhammer Emberiza citrinella
Now an uncommon passage migrant but formerly a common resident breeder.
All records: One heard on the 16" November was the only record!

Ortolan Bunting Emberiza hortulana

County rarity. Swannery status: Rare passage migrant..

All records: One flew east on the 6™ September (Joe Stockwell), the third site record and the first since
2018.

Reed Bunting (Common Reed Bunting) Emberiza schoeniclus

A common breeding resident, passage migrant and winter visitor.

Summary: Small numbers were present all year with no significant influx or passage noted.
Breeding: At least six pairs nested and recently fledged young were seen.
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National Rarity Finder’s Accounts

Laughing Gull Leucophaeus atricilla

On the 11" March 2021 at around 09:30 hours, | was working in The Swannery withy-bed not far from
Helen Hide. This is the hide that overlooks the back of The Chesil Bank, a favoured loafing site for gulls.
As it was nearby, | decided to take the opportunity to pop out to the hide and have a quick look through
the gulls, rather than wait for my lunch hour. A quick scan with my bins revealed a rather dark ‘backed’
individual among the several hundred or so similar sized Common and Black-headed Gulls. It was
rather distant; the light wasn’t great, and | didn’t have my scope with me but luckily an old scope is
stashed in the hide for just such an occasion. As | focussed in on it with the scope, | was expecting it to
just turn out to be an odd Common Gull, but | soon realised that it was indeed what | was hoping for...
a Laughing Gull' The scope has seen better days though so although | confidently identified it as a
Laughing Gull, | believed at this stage that it was a first- winter (second calendar year). | didn’t have a
phone signal, so | ran back several hundred metres to where Joe Stockwell was working, and we then
both quickly made our way to the nearest vantage point to view the bird. Thankfully it was still present,
and we quickly concluded that it was a second winter (third calendar year) bird.

Description:

Slightly smaller than a Common Gull it differed in having a darker mantle and upper wings, with a dark
grey mask covering its cheeks and crown and this contrasted with an incomplete white ring around its
eyes. It also differed in having a lighter grey wash to its hind-neck, breast, and flanks. Its primaries
appeared all black to me, but other observers noted very small white mirrors, and this was evident in
later pictures of the bird in flight from elsewhere (I didn’t see it well in flight at all). Its belly, vent, rump,
and tail were white, although the latter showed a few residual dark smudges where the tail band had
not completely moulted out. Its bill, legs and feet appeared black.

The whole initial observation probably spanned only about thirty minutes from when | found it to when
myself and Joe lost it among the flock when they all flushed. The following day though it was found in
the Weymouth Bay gull roost by other observers and was then subsequently seen there and/or at
Lodmoor RSPB daily until the 16" March. On the 17" March it was seen at West Bexington but was not
seen again (to my knowledge) until it reappeared at Abbotsbury Swannery again on the 24" and 25™
March. It then finally reappeared at Lodmoor RSPB on the 29" March. The dates other than the
Abbotsbury ones are gleaned from social media and may not be comprehensive.

Steve Groves.

Laughing Gull (3cy), Abbotsbury Swannery Swannery, March 2021 © Joe Stockwell
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Whiskered Tern Chlidonias hybrida

| wasn’t working at The Swannery on the 2" May 2021 but most evenings now (daylight allowing) |
make a concerted effort to do a hide round at least, with the added bonus of having the place to myself.
My first port of call that evening, as usual, was Helen Hide which overlooks the tern island and the
western Swannery Embayment, arriving there at about 6.30 pm. | immediately noticed two Little Terns
among the many Common Terns on one of the ‘tern rails’ in front of the hide and spent a few minutes
photographing them. Then | checked the posts on the western perimeter fence where there are usually
terns resting. | was surprised to see only one tern there and through my bins it appeared to be a very
damp and dark looking Common Tern (it was showery and rather cold for May). It soon dawned on me
however that | was actually looking at a Whiskered Tern (no doubt the same bird that had been
photographed flying west past nearby West Bay a few days previously on the 28™ April by Tom
Brereton).

Description:

Typical tern shape but when alongside Common Tern noticeably smaller.

At rest its primaries were longer than tail, the latter showing a shallow fork in flight.

Black cap down to just below eye.

White throat and cheek extending up behind eye, meeting as a thin line on nape below black crown,
contrasting strongly with black of crown & dark grey of upper & under-parts.

Dark grey mantle and wings. A shade darker than on Common Tern.

Breast & belly also dark grey, appearing darker than upper-parts in certain light but also showing some
faint paler mottling suggesting the bird was in moult.

White vent & under-tail. Upper-tail and rump dark grey as in mantle & wings.

Bill, legs, and feet dark red.

Flight very similar to Black Tern, mostly picking food items off the surface or catching insects just above
the surface but it did occasionally perform a very shallow dive, literally just hitting the surface with its
body.

Shortly after finding the bird, it flew across the embayment & into the sun where | lost it for 20 minutes
or so but then | managed to pick it up on a post by the tank traps. | then watched it until around 7.30pm.
Thankfully it was still present the following morning allowing my colleagues and numerous birders to
see it. It was then seen daily up until the early afternoon of the 8™ May but then it reappeared at
Longham Lakes in East Dorset the following day the 9" May.

Steve Groves.

he hiskered Tern taken Whé it was first found@ Steve Grves
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Abbotsbury Swannery Bird List 1989 - 2021

All 274 bird species on The British List that have been recorded in an apparently natural or
naturalised state at least once within the Swannery recording area between February 1989
and December 2021 (the compilers tenure so far at the site). The recording area includes the
Swannery grounds, adjoining withy-beds, reed-beds; flood-meadows and that part of the West
Fleet, Chesil Bank and adjoining fields that can be viewed from the Swannery (approximately
a l-kilometre radius from the lower grounds). It does not include the seaward side of
Abbotsbury Beach however and therefore all the seabirds included were seen on or over The
Fleet.

0 Brent Goose O (Common) Quail

[0 Red-breasted Goose [0 Red-legged Partridge

[J Canada Goose [0 (European) Nightjar

[J Barnacle Goose [ Alpine Swift

O Greylag Goose 0 (Common) Swift

[J Pink-footed Goose [0 (Common) Cuckoo

(1 Tundra Bean Goose 71 Feral Pigeon

(1 (Greater) White-fronted Goose 71 Stock Dove

[1  Mute Swan [l (Common) Wood Pigeon
[1 Bewick’s Swan [1 (European) Turtle Dove
0 Whooper Swan O (Eurasian) Collared Dove
[ Egyptian Goose 0 Water Ralil

[J (Common) Shelduck [J Spotted Crake

71 Mandarin Duck 71 (Common) Moorhen

0 Garganey 0 (Eurasian) Coot

[ Blue-winged Teal [0 (Common) Crane

[J  (Northern) Shoveler [ Little Grebe

[] Gadwall 71 Red-necked Grebe

[l (Eurasian) Wigeon [l Great Crested Grebe

[1  American Wigeon [1 Slavonian Grebe

[l Mallard [1 Black-necked Grebe

[ (Northern) Pintail [0 (Eurasian) Stone-curlew
[J (Eurasian) Teal [ (Eurasian) Oystercatcher
71 Green-winged Teal 1 Black-winged Stilt

[l Red-crested Pochard [1 (Pied) Avocet

[0 (Common) Pochard [0 (Northern) Lapwing

[l Ferruginous Duck 71 (European) Golden Plover
[l Ring-necked Duck [l Grey Plover

[1 Tufted Duck [1 (Common) Ringed Plover
[1 (Greater) Scaup [1 Little Ringed Plover

J Lesser Scaup O Whimbrel

[ Surf Scoter 00 (Eurasian) Curlew

1 Common Scoter [l Bar-tailed Godwit

1 Long-tailed Duck 71 Black-tailed Godwit

[1 Bufflehead [l (Ruddy) Turnstone

[0 (Common) Goldeneye [0 (Red) Knot

[J Smew [0 Ruff

[l Goosander [l Curlew Sandpiper

[1 Red-breasted Merganser [l Temminck’s Stint

0 Ruddy Duck 0 Sanderling

[J (Common) Pheasant [0 Dunlin
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Purple Sandpiper

Little Stint

Pectoral Sandpiper
Semipalmated Sandpiper
(Eurasian) Woodcock
Jack Snipe

(Common) Snipe

Grey Phalarope
Common Sandpiper
Spotted Sandpiper
Green Sandpiper
Lesser Yellowlegs
(Common) Redshank
Wood Sandpiper
Spotted Redshank
(Common) Greenshank
Collared Pratincole
(Black-legged) Kittiwake
Sabine’s Gull
Black-headed Gull

Little Gull

Laughing Gull
Mediterranean Gull
Common Gull
Ring-billed Gull

Great Black-backed Gull
Glaucous Gull

Iceland Gull

(European) Herring Gull
Caspian Gull
Yellow-legged Gull
Lesser Black-backed Gull
Gull-billed Tern
Caspian Tern

Sandwich Tern

Little Tern

Roseate Tern

Common Tern

Arctic Tern

Whiskered Tern
White-winged (Black) Tern
Black Tern

Great Skua

Pomarine Skua

Arctic Skua

Long-tailed Skua

Little Auk

Common Guillemot
Razorbill

Red-throated Diver
Black-throated Diver
Great Northern Diver
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(European) Storm Petrel
Leach’s (Storm) Petrel
(Northern) Fulmar

Black Stork

White Stork

(Northern) Gannet
(Great) Cormorant
(European) Shag

Glossy lbis

(Eurasian) Spoonbill
(Eurasian) Bittern
(Black-crowned) Night Heron
Squacco Heron
(Western) Cattle Egret
Grey Heron

Purple Heron

Great (White) Egret
Little Egret

(Western) Osprey
(European) Honey Buzzard
(Eurasian) Sparrowhawk
(Western) Marsh Harrier
Hen Harrier

Montagu’s Harrier

Red Kite

Black Kite

(Common) Buzzard
(Western) Barn Owl
Little Owl

Long-eared Owl
Short-eared Owl

Tawny Owl

(Eurasian) Hoopoe
(Common) Kingfisher
(European) Bee-eater
(Eurasian) Wryneck
Lesser Spotted Woodpecker
Great Spotted Woodpecker
(European) Green Woodpecker
(Common) Kestrel
Red-footed Falcon
Merlin

(Eurasian) Hobby
Peregrine (Falcon)
Red-backed Shrike
Woodchat Shrike
(Eurasian) Golden Oriole
(Eurasian) Jay
(Eurasian) Magpie
(Western) Jackdaw
Rook

Carrion Crow
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(Northern) Raven

Coal Tit

Marsh Tit

Willow Tit

(Eurasian) Blue Tit
Great Tit

(Eurasian) Penduline Tit
Bearded Reedling
Woodlark

(Eurasian) Skylark
Sand Martin

(Barn) Swallow
(Common) House Martin
Cetti’'s Warbler
Long-tailed Tit

Wood Warbler
Yellow-browed Warbler
Radde’s Warbler
Dusky Warbler

Willow Warbler
(Common) Chiffchaff
Aquatic Warbler

Sedge Warbler
(Eurasian) Reed Warbler
Marsh Warbler
Melodious Warbler
Icterine Warbler
(Common) Grasshopper Warbler
(Eurasian) Blackcap
Garden Warbler
Lesser Whitethroat
(Common) Whitethroat
Dartford Warbler
(Common) Firecrest
Goldcrest

(Eurasian) Wren
(Eurasian) Nuthatch
(Eurasian) Treecreeper
Rose-coloured Starling
(Common) Starling
Ring Ouzel

(Common) Blackbird
Fieldfare

Redwing

N Y A

N e e A B

Song Thrush

Mistle Thrush

Spotted Flycatcher
(European) Robin
Bluethroat

Thrush Nightingale
(Common) Nightingale

(European) Pied Flycatcher

Black Redstart
(Common) Redstart
Whinchat

(European) Stonechat
(Northern) Wheatear
(White-throated) Dipper
House Sparrow
(Eurasian) Tree Sparrow
Dunnock

(Western) Yellow Wagtail
Grey Wagtail

Pied Wagtail

Richard’s Pipit
Meadow Pipit

Tree Pipit

Water Pipit

(Eurasian) Rock Pipit
(Common) Chaffinch
Brambling

(Eurasian) Bullfinch
Common Rosefinch
(European) Greenfinch
Twite

(Common) Linnet
Lesser Redpoll

(Red) Crosshill
(European) Goldfinch
(European) Serin
(Eurasian) Siskin
Lapland Bunting

Snow Bunting

Corn Bunting
Yellowhammer

Ortolan Bunting
(Common) Reed Bunting
Dark-eyed Junco



ABBOTSBURY SWANNERY BIRD REPORT 2021

All bird species on The British List (categories A, B, C & D) that have been recorded at least
once within the Swannery recording area between February 1989 and December 2021 but
presumably only as a direct result of escaping, being released from captivity or wandering
from as yet un-naturalised populations.

0 Cackling Goose 0 Hooded Merganser

0 Snow Goose [0 Lady Amherst's Pheasant
[0 Ross’s Goose [l Golden Pheasant

[J Lesser White-fronted Goose [l Great Bustard

1 Ruddy Shelduck 'l White-tailed Eagle

0 Wood Duck 0 Saker Falcon

U Baikal Teal U Rose-ringed Parakeet



