LODMOOR/LORTON VALLEY REPORT
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Between us we recorded 196 species. The Lodmoor/Lorton Area list now stands at
313(see Appendix for full list). There were no less than 3 potential additions this year:
Desert Wheatear, White tailed Sea Eagle and Rough legged Buzzard. In addition
there was a new mammal, Reeves Muntjac. The avian year was punctuated with a
series of rare, scarce species...although it was year of two halves: the first six
months exceeded expectations while, for the most part, the autumn was
disappointing.

No account of the year would be complete without mentioning the RSPB’s well
intentioned but partially failed attempts at habitat management. The original scheme
to cut the reed bed, drain it, graze it for several years and then regrow it was
essentially holed below the water line. The reed bed was cut(in the end) but, since
they never sorted out the sluice, water continued to pour in all year and the plan to
drain it appears to have been abandoned. If you fail to prepare, you prepare to fail.
Nature is also dealing with the legacy of lock down in the form of increased
disturbance and anti social behaviour....much of it from a minority of dog
walkers.Time will tell what impact a 20% increase in the dog population is having on
our fragile natural environment.

BREEDING SPECIES

Arguably the most exciting event wasn’t a bird at all but a dragonfly. Green eyed
hawkers -- a species only recorded for the first time in 2020 -- colonised the pools at
the northern end. The northern reed bed also played host to at least two fledged
Marsh harriers, following their first failure in 11 years in 2020.Elsewhere Moorhen
and Bullfinch appeared to enjoy outstanding summers. The seabird megopolis that
is the tern islands produced an impressive total of 167 fledged Black headed gull
and Common tern chicks.Scarcer breeders who succeeded included Water rail,
Barn owl and Grasshopper Warbler.

Species that failed to breed included Shelduck, Pochard, Shoveler, Oystercatcher,
as well as three recent colonisers: Mediterranean Gull, Willow Warbler and
Firecrest.



Among the reed bed specialities Bearded Reedling and Reed bunting both did well,
but Reed and particularly Sedge Warblers didn't.
One species that definitely did breed was Water Vole...an adult was watched

carrying a pup.

RARITIES

A bit of an odd year. Five national rarities -- Bonaparte’s/Laughing, 2 Franklin’s
Gulls, and Desert Wheatear -- were backed up by an amazing total of 13 species of
Dorset rarity. The pick of these included several major Lodmoor rarities: Pink footed
Goose, Rough legged Buzzard, Pallas’s Warbler, adult Rosy Starling and Serin,
as well as the first Ring billed gull for more than 9 years, the first Little Auk for
nearly 20 years and the first White Stork to be initially spotted by a swimming birder.
Among the scarcer species three separate Hen harriers, including one that hung
around, made it a record breaking year for that species, and four fly over
Hawfinches were the vis.mig.highlight of the autumn. A frustratingly brief Silver
washed Fritillary was the butterfly that, for most, got away. Apart from the breeding
Green eyed Hawkers the odonata highlights was provided by both Vagrant and
Lesser Emperors.

It was, by contrast, a really poor year for rare or scarce waders. With the exception of
a pair of Black winged Stilts wader watchers had to make do with more routine fare.

THE BIRDING YEAR

Winter-Spring

The headline event in January was undoubtedly the unexpected arrival of a Pink
footed goose. Otherwise mid winter birding was largely pretty pedestrian. Some dull
days were brightened by the lingering Iceland gull, up to 3 Jack Snipe, more than
150 Snipe, 275 Teal and 4 Greater Scaup. Bitterns, by contrast, were frustratingly
hard to come by.

March is often one of the most predictable months of the year. But in 2021 it was
arguably the most unpredictable and exciting four weeks of the entire year. The
month began with Lodmoor’s earliest ever Ring ouzel, along with counts of up to 8
Western Cattle Egrets.Then Short eared owls popped up at Jordan Hill, with an
unseasonal Spotted Redshank on the west scrape, and, arguably, rarest of all, a
migrant Redwing bursting into song.

But the best was still coming. Lodmoor’s 4 Laughing Gull, was swiftly followed by
the dramatic sight of the first White tailed Sea Eagle flopping along the seafront and
over the reserve. And, within a week of one Lodmoor first, another turned up in the
form of an obliging Desert Wheatear.

And we’d only just got over that excitement when a second rare gull, in the form of a
Bonaparte’s, turned up in early April, alongside a small influx of Ruddy Shelduck.

Spring-Summer

The most obvious feature of spring passage was -- once again -- poor numbers of
hirundines and Swifts. Otherwise most commoner passerines arrived or passed
through in reasonable numbers. Not so common was a fly over European Serin.
Wader migration was generally patchy, although some species appeared in dramatic
numbers. And none more dramatic than Bar tailed godwit. On Apr 22" at least
1,200 moved east through the bay...a new Lodmoor day record. Dunlin also enjoyed
one of their better springs. We also enjoyed two spring Wood Sandpipers and a pair
of sex crazed Black winged Stilts. But it was gulls that continued to dominate the
rarities. May produced a second Bonaparte’s, a brief Franklin’s and two Iceland
gulls.

However, in context, a fly by Long tailed Duck and a male Hen Harrier were almost
as unexpected. Late May and the first half of June included a lone Pomarine



Skua(the only skua of the year),the start of a run of Roseate Terns and a spanking
adult Rosy Starling.

Summer-Autumn

The mid summer doldrums were enlivened by the arrival of the first of the long
staying Great Egrets, an over summering Spoonbill and a lingering Cuckoo.Early
autumn migrants in Jly incl. a good run of juv. Little ringed Plovers and an
extraordinarily early(or amazingly late!) Great northern Diver. But we had to wait
until late Aug before things really began livening up. A White winged Tern followed
hot on the heels of a juv. Spotted crake. And, before the month was out, the only
Little stint of the autumn briefly joined the returning white headed Rulff.

Autumn-Winter

A largely uninspired September for waders was briefly enlivened by a flock of 10
Avocets. But autumn didn’t really take off until October. The month began with a
genuinely rare bird on Lodmoor in the form of a Turtle dove, continued with an
equally short staying Glossy ibis, and finished with a more obliging Hen Harrier.
Vis.miggers enjoyed the best movement of Jays and Jackdaws for some years, as
well as no fewer than 4 Hawfinches and -- by Lodmoor standards -- excellent
numbers of both Brambling and Lesser Redpolls. The fly over of the autumn,
however, had to be a northbound Rough legged Buzzard. Good birds kept coming.
The Two Mile Coppice Pallas’s Leaf Warbler tested the patience of many, the
Weymouth Harbour Little Auk briefly made it into the bay, where two Red necked
Grebes lingered to the end of the year. And finally, December also had its moments.
The reserve turned up a faroensis Common Snipe, another fly over White tailed
Sea Eagle and a first winter Ring billed Gull.

OBSERVERS

Geoff Lightfoot, Richard Morris, Geoff and Sheila Barlow, Dave Chown, Paul Harris, Nevil
Fowler, Brett Spencer, a cameo appearance by Jon White, and me(+ several uncredited
observers).

Thanks to Pete Coe for his outstanding photos.

Daragh Croxson

+ all records Weymouth Bay unless stated * all records given

Red denotes national N or Dorset D rarities.

Blue denotes birds rare to Lodmoor, but not Dorset.

WB: Weymouth Bay. 2MC: Two Mile Coppice. CP: Lodmoor Country Park.

Dark bellied brent Goose Branta bernicla bernicla

In the first half of the year about 45 were noted -- mainly going past -- on 16 dates
Jan 19" - May 3. Max 10.

In the autumn 2 Spt 2" were very early. A total of 40 went through on 13 dates to
Dec 30". Max 9.

*+Pale bellied brent Goose Branta bernicla hrota

3 records of passage birds in/across WB:

8 settled Mch 237,

15 settled, then w Apr 15,

2w Apr 20t,



Canada Goose Branta canadensis

Breeding: for the second year in a row nesting success seemed poor. At least 3 pairs
were sitting from early Mch but just 9 goslings were subsequently seen. In mid
summer a max of 49 Jun 29t

Other records: after last year’s record counts it was a relief to see numbers --- for the
most part -- fall to more modest levels. Still, incoming flocks of up to 600 from late
Spt to Dec were more than enough and on Spt 13th roosting birds and mid morning
arrivals swelled numbers to 1,000. As ever the flocks included a variety of exotic
looking hybrids incl. what looked very much like a White front x Greylag. .

As last year small numbers of birds regularly commuted across the bay to Portland
Harbour, as if to roost on the breakwaters.

Barnacle Goose Branta leucopsis
Limited to 1 - 2 feral jobs that were present from May 28™ - Jun 15t

Greylag Goose Anser anser

All records again related to birds that were undoubtedly local feral wanderers. Three
figures counts at Silverlake are now not uncommon so we can expect more.

Birds were noted on 7 dates Mch 1st - Apr 26™, incl 6e Mch 2" and 8 Apr 121, 2
turned up Jun 24t 25t before 1 hung around with Canadas Oct and into Nov.
Finally 1 was irregularly present the second half of Dec.

D *Pink footed Goose Anser brachyrhynchus

| record:

1 on Weymouth rugby pitch Jan 10™.

A terrific, unexpected, and much appreciated find..

Mute swan Cygnus olor

Breeding: the good news was that the regular pair by Beachdown successfully raised
10 cygnets. They enjoyed a few adventures on the way and several wanderers had
to be rescued by swanherds and transferred to Abbotsbury.In at least two cases
juveniles had to be saved from their increasingly aggressive parents.

The bad news is that -- like last year -- 3 other pairs round the reserve failed to bring
off a single cygnet between them.

Winter/passage: the usual Dec/early Jan breaks in the records now seem to be a
thing of the past. Birds were once again present throughout the year. And 4 pairs
were in territory by early Feb. Non breeding birds/wanderers from Abbotsbury turned
up through the year and incl. 11 on the reserve in May and 15 in the bay Jun 6%".

*Egyptian Goose Alopochen aegyptiaca
2 records, both fly pasts, in the bay:

1e Mch 22,

2w Dec 24",

Common Shelduck Tadorna tadorna

Breeding: no evidence of nesting this year. A juv from early Spt to Oct had clearly
arrived from elsewhere.

Other records: present all year, apart from the usual moulting hiatus from late Jly to
early Spt. Arrivals incl. 16 in off Jun 20" and 15 25%.

Otherwise a pretty unremarkable year. Peak counts of 25 late winter/early spring, 27
May 16" .

*Ruddy Shelduck Tadorna ferruginea
3 records:



3 briefly on reserve and then w Apr 8.

1e Apr 213,

1 May 2", 3,

Records of this species are now being reviewed. It looks likely that a number of
British/Dorset records relate to birds from naturalised European breeding populations
rather than just escapes. One, with a hybrid in 2013, had probably come from an
aviary. But 3 in Oct 2009 and 2 in Spt 2008 may have been genuine(ish!). There are
also records from Aug 1996, autumn 1992 and -- the best candidates for wild
vagrants -- 2 that were shot on Lodmoor during a national influx in 1892.

*Mandarin Aix galericulata
1 record:
drake on the Squacco Pool Apr 2",

*Garganey Spatula querquedula
3 records:

pair Mch 18™.

fem/imm Aug 6.

eclipse male Oct 41, 5.

Northern Shoveler Spatula clypeata

Breeding: 3 displaying pairs were around in May, Jun and at least one pair over
summered.For the second summer in a row there was no evidence of ducklings. But
this species is notoriously secretive when nesting, so we could have missed them.
Winter/passage: a max of 41 were counted Jan/Feb. Later in the year numbers
peaked at 46 in Oct but fell to around 35 in Dec.

Arrivals/passage birds incl. a flock of 8 in early Aug.

Gadwall Mareca strepera

Breeding: at least 1 pair managed to breed again. 5 small ducklings were seen Jun
1st and, encouragingly, were still present nearly 3 weeks later.

Counts: pretty poor for much of the year. But numbers had reached 55 by Oct and
peaked in Dec at 78.

Surprisingly regular in WB.

Eurasian Wigeon Mareca penelope

A familiar narrative for Lodmoor: regular in small numbers early in the year,
commonest as an autumn migrant and present again in small numbers towards the
end of the year.

Early on: 1 - 5in Jan and incl. 15 over 30". Subsequently a flock of up to 13 were
erratically present Feb - Apr 14", when the last bird departed.

Autumn: the first returning birds appeared Aug 25™. But as usual biggest numbers
occurred Spt/Oct with up to 38 regularly present and, by Lodmoor standards, an
impressive 57 were counted on Spt 28™. Most, however, moved on, leaving a group
of just 4-8 birds to the year’s end.

Mallard Anas platyrhynchos

Breeding: successful nesting pairs were again restricted by the -- unsuccessful --
attempts to drain the reed bed. But at least 8 pairs bred and incl. broods of 12 and 10
ducklings.

Ever present but no big counts this year.

*Northern Pintail Anas acuta
Winter-spring: 4 bay Feb 7™, 7e 9%, 1 bay 10", pr Mch 19t - 2277 23 and 3 24,
drake May 24t - 26t



Autumn-winter: female Spt 15", 16th, followed by 10 over 21%t, 3 in off Oct 13", male
19t 23rd, 3 25th, with 2 to 29t". A long staying female Nov 30" - to the end of the
year was joined by a drake Dec 23™.

A good run of records for a species that can be surprisingly scarce on Lodmoor.

Eurasian Teal Anas crecca

Winter-spring: a max. of 275 in early Jan. Numbers gradually dwindled in early spring.
130 were still present early Mch, with 50 early Apr and 6 to early May. Last of spring
May 3rd.

Summer-autumn: the first returning/non breeding birds were back Jun 6% . As usual
double figures weren’t reached until second half of Aug, rising to 90+ by early Oct.
Autumn-winter: 210 had arrived by Oct 19™ as part of an obvious mid Oct influx.
Numbers then seemed stable until another small increase to at least 250 by the
year’'s end.

Common Pochard Aythya ferina

Breeding: the second blank year in a row. Just 6 drakes and 3 females lingered in
Apr, May. But none settled down and just 1-6 birds were recorded, and then only
erratically, from Jun to early Spt.

Winter: early on there were often none at all on the reserve with only occasional
counts reaching double figures. Incl. 31 Jan 14", 26 Feb 5.

Later in the year 33 appeared briefly Spt 24th, up to 21 had arrived by late Oct, with
peaks of 66 in early Nov and 73 by the end of the month into early Dec. But, perhaps
spooked by the reed cutting, these had all moved on by later in the month.

Without doubt the worse year on record at Lodmoor for a species that seems to be in
trouble nationally. Easy to forget that the record count of 740 was as recent as 2019.

Tufted Duck Aythya fuligula

Breeding: once again this species succeeded where Pochard and Shoveler failed. 3
broods appeared..the first of 2, then no fewer than 11(of which 8 fledged), followed
by a clutch of 4.

Winter: another poor year. Present year round but only in very modest numbers --
often just single figures -- during the winter months. Max.just 19.

Hybrid aythya: one of those annoying Pochard x Tuftie type appeared early in the
year.One day we’ll get one that not only looks like a Lesser Scaup and quacks like a
Lesser Scaup but really is a Lesser Scaup!

*Greater Scaup Aythya marila

2 records:

1e Jan 1st,

4 Jan 20t 21st,

Poor year. This species often turns up with influxes of Pochard....and there weren’t
many of them in 2021!

+Common Scoter Melanitta nigra

Winter-spring: abt 55 on or through the bay on 15 dates Jan 3™ - Apr 24™. Incl. 17
Apr 6%

Summer-autumn: abut 60 on 24 dates Jun 29™ - Oct 23™. Incl. 11 Aug 21,
Autumn-winter: just 2 Nov 9", 1 20th!

+*Long tailed Duck Clangula hyemalis
2 records:

female w bay May 11th.

2w bay Dec 8™.



A scarce and erratic visitor to the Lodmoor area and not the species either of the
observers expected to see off Preston beach in mid May.

*Common Goldeneye Bucephela clangula

3 records:

female Jan 30", 31st, Feb 3", 41" and again Mch 15t. The bird wintering at Radipole.
fem/imm settled in bay before going w Dec 15™.

fem pb pool Dec 26". Possibly the returning bird from Jan-Mch.

A much harder bird to see in the Weymouth area than it used to be.

Goosander by tern islands in December

*Goosander Mergus merganser

6 records of perhaps just 3 birds:

drake e bay Jan 25%.

drake leaving reserve s Oct 4™,

red head Nov 13", 19t | 29 Dec 23, Possibly the same bird.

Common Pheasant Phasianus colchicus

Breeding: 3/4 pairs probably bred: 1 on western bank, at least 1 up the Lorton Valley
and 1 around Overcombe. Worryingly hard to come by in the second half of the year,
however. A number of observers noted how few sightings they had.

Common Swift Apus apus

Spring: first birds not until Apr 24", And thereafter only arriving gradually and in
relatively modest numbers. Only about 20 daily up to early May, increasing to 80/day
by mid month and up to 100 moving through to 23,

A familiar, if depressing, pattern that suggests yet another much loved species is in
decline.

Summer: what looked like local feeding movements incl. an arrival 100+ Jun 18™ with
most lingering to 22",

Autumn: as in recent years a trickle of birds were noted daily through Aug with 3e Spt
2nd,



*Common Cuckoo Cuculus canorus
2 records:

1 Horselynch May 29t .

1 calling regularly Jun 19t - Jly 1st,

Stock Dove Columba oenas

Breeding: nice to report a species that is doing well. At least 4 pairs once again
nested in Horselynch/Two Mile Coppice and Lorton Valley. The breeding birds were
present all year and regularly visited the main reserve to drink.

Autumn passage: one of the better autumns. A total of at least 140 went through -- all
west -- on 11 dates Oct 19" - Nov 14", These incl. 56 Nov 13"...the day of a major
movement across west Dorset. Most were mixed in with Woodie flocks(and many
may have been missed as a result) but there were also a number of pure Stock dove
flocks.

Common wood Pigeon Columba palumbus

Breeding: ever present.

Autumn passage: a real “pigeon” autumn for vis miggers. At least 50,000 coasting
birds went over, mainly sw, from Oct 11" - to Dec 9™. A very clearly defined peak
took place from late Oct to early Nov. About 11,000 went over Nov 1t, 7,000 2" and
10,000 3. On occasions flocks could be seen coming in from the north east heading
ssw and then reorientating in mid air and switching direction wsw to avoid the
Weymouth/Portland peninsular and cut straight across towards Abbotsbury.

*European Turtle dove Streptopelia turtur

1 record;

1e Oct 15,

Seen well by visiting birders. The first record for 4 years and in danger of becoming a
major Lodmoor rarity.

Eurasian collared Dove Streptopelia decaocto
Ever present breeding species and wintering bird.
Regular flock of 20+ in the car park/CP areas in the autumn.

Water Rail Rallus aquaticus

Breeding: a juvenile Jly 4" and another Aug 13 provided evidence of breeding. In
addition a very vocal family inhabited the reeds by the west path all summer. A total
of 5 calling birds from different parts of the reserve May-Jly probably represented a
minimum figure for the number of breeding pairs.

Winter: up to 7 birds could be seen/heard Jan-Apr. Later on sightings increased as
usual in Aug suggesting some, at least, might be passage birds. And this year there
was a a marked arrival in Nov, when a minimum of 10 birds could be heard/seen
scurrying across the paths. Also regularly recorded in the ditch alongside Lodmoor
CP.



Portrait of Water Rail by Pete Coe

D *Spotted Crake Porzana porzana

2 records:

a small crake seen in flight May 28" was identified as this species by the observer.
juv. pb pool Aug 17t - 21st,

Now recorded on Lodmoor in 4 of the last 5 years.

Common Moorhen Gallinula chloropus

Breeding: a significant recovery after a really poor year in 2020. At least 10 pair bred
again on Lodmoor and the surrounding areas...incl. the Sainsbury ponds. A minimum
of 17 fledged juvs.

Eurasian Coot Fulica atra

Breeding: unlike Moorhen breeding numbers have tumbled in the last 2 years.In fact
it looked like there were, for the first time, almost as many pairs of nesting Moorhens
as Coots. The sudden decline might be down to the RSPB’s attempts to drain the
reed bed...combined with two incredibly dry summers. One pair, however, didn’t
hang around and were feeding two juvs by Mch 27,

Winter: rafts of up to 180 birds seem a thing of the past. A group of 53 had gathered
on the pb pool by Dec.

Little Grebe Tachybaptus ruficollis

Breeding:what looks like a stable nesting population. Once again at least 3, and
perhaps 5, pairs nested. One ad with 3 chicks were on the Blue House Pool Jly 27t,
another pair raised 1 chick on pb pool, and an ad was with a juv. on the pools east of
Beachdown in early Spt. Baby Dabchicks have got to be one of the cutest young
birds in creation.



Winter: at the start of the year 6 were counted...towards the end of the year at least 9
were present.

Red necked Grebe Podiceps grisegena

Essentially 1 record of up to 2 birds on a series of dates:

1 - 2 juvs. bay on many dates Nov 26%" - 2022.

Itis possible these were the same birds that were occasionally recorded off The Bill.
Nice to see them during what was a really poor year for small grebes in Weymouth
Bay. No Slavs or Black necked recorded in 2021.

Great crested Grebe Podiceps cristatus

Breeding: ground-hog day. 4 pairs nested but none will win parent of the year award.
Between them they managed -- once again -- to rear a grand total of 1 chick to
fledging. Heavy rain in spring didn’t help. At least one pair were forced to abandon
and start again when their nest was flooded out.

Winter: the big bay counts of 10 years ago seem a distant memory. Numbers briefly
peaked at 26 in late Jan but more often counts were in the singe figures. And later in
the year just 1 - 8 were present Nov, Dec.

Eurasian Oystercatcher Haematopus ostralegus

Breeding: for the second year in a row none successfully bred. 3 pairs were in
territory by mid Feb but only 2 -- on the tern island and by the Hump --got down to
business and both abandoned. Failed breeders lingered until Aug 27%.
Winter/passage: 1 back Jan 29". Subsequently 2w Spt 18™, 2 27", 1w Nov 11t".

D *Black winged Stilt Himantopus himantopus

1 record:

2 Apr 30,

They spent much of their brief stay on Lodmoor mating.
Lodmoor’s 7 record, the first for Apr and the first since 2016.

*Pied Avocet Recurvirostra avosetta

6 records involving 21 birds:
1 Apr 20t
1 Jun 28" - Jly 39, with 3 4%,



5 in off Spt 4.

10w along promenade Spt 23,

1 Nov 10™.

Double figure counts are unusual but no unprecedented.

Northern Lapwing Vanellus vanellus

Winter-spring: in Jan numbers reached around 700. But, just as the the usual Feb
exodus got underway, there was a dramatic reversal in the form of a hard weather
influx. Around 650 arrived 15" -16". Most moved on very quickly and just 3 were left
by 25", with the last wintering bird Mch 1st.

Spring migrants were confined to singles Apr 13, 171,

Summer-autumn: first returning/non breeding birds May 26" and Jun 7th. Single
figures through Jly, gradually increasing to 25 by late Aug and 120 by late Oct,
although many of these birds moved on by early Nov.

Autumn-winter: an arrival in mid Nov doubled numbers to 200, increasing to 400 by
the end of the month. Numbers then slowly increased through Dec to 815.

*European Golden Plover Pluvialis apricaria

Another lean year...with the exception of a brief three figure flock in Dec.

singles in off Feb 10th, 15" and n 17" all appeared during the cold snap.

Later on 1 Spt 2", 13 Nov 26™", 110 Dec 18", with 1 left 1 19%.

Birds from the Maiden Castle flock erratically appeared in the CVR/Came Down area
and could occasionally been seen, distantly, from Lodmoor. 200+ were watched from
the Hump over the White Horse Hill area Mch 20", and 80 went over Charlbury
Corner Nov 18,

*Grey Plover Pluvialis squatarola

Winter: 1 Feb 10th, 13th.

Spring 1 Apr 19", 1 summ plum 21st - 231 2 25t 26" 3 May 13", 1 22",
Autumn: 1w Oct 23,

The summer plumage birds are always one of the wader highlights of the spring.

Common Ringed Plover Charadrius hiaticula

Winter: 1 Feb 9%

Spring: 37 on 15 dates Mch 3 - Jun 15!, Max 8.

Autumn: fairly modest passage this year. About 43 on many dates from Aug 11t -
Oct 11t Max 9.

Little ringed Plover Charadrius dubius

Spring: 12 on 12 dates Mch 25" - May 13t

Autumn: 2 Jun 18", followed by a series of sightings, mainly of juvs Jun 30" - Aug
21st. 1- 2 birds were almost daily in Jly but it was hard to tell how much turn over
there was.

Whimbrel Numenius phaeopus

Spring: a reasonable passage. About 160 went through from Apr 12t - Jun 11th. The
biggest counts were more than a week later than usual with 28 May 4™ and 32 in off
8.

Autumn: singles Jun 28™, Jly 12t 2 24t 1 26", 2 Aug 4.



Southbound Iiner...orthbound Whimbrel

Eurasian Curlew Numenius arquata
Spring: 19 on 14 dates Feb 22" - May 11%. Singles Jun 5%, 14th.
Autumn: 7 on 7 dates Jun 28! - Nov 27",

Bar tailed Godwit Limosa lapponica

Record breaking numbers in Apr.

Spring: a truly monumental up channel passage. First Apr 14™. Then, routinely
enough, up to 10 daily from 17%. But things changed spectacularly on the 22"¢ when
an estimated 1,200 birds went east across Weymouth Bay, incl. single flocks of up to
400 birds. No repeat in the following days with up to just 10 daily to 29t", and singles
May 229, Jun 12,

Autumn: a much more pronounced return passage than usual.1 Jun 29", 2 30™, 2w
Jly 3 followed by up to 9 daily to 9. Then singles on a number of dates to Aug 15,
but incl 4 Jly 315t 1w Oct 27,

Winter: singles Mch 4", Nov 24, 29" had probably wandered across from the
wintering group at Ferrybridge.

Black tailed Godwit Limosa limosa

Winter-spring: very erratic Jan, Feb. Just 1 - 15 and often none at all. The wintering
group were joined by early migrants in Mch with 34 by 11t 58 23, then up to 73 by
31st. Birds gradually moved on with a max. of 40 in Apr, dwindling to mainly single
figs in May. But 61 on 27" was an unexpectedly good count that late in the spring.
Summer-autumn: up to 9 non breeding birds lingered through Jun. 8 in off Jly 1st
marked the start of obvious return passage, followed by 13 4. Up to 27 present daily
late Jly-Oct.

Winter: a flock of between 17 and 24 were regularly present -- despite some flooding
-- from Oct to the year’s end.



Ruddy Turnstone Arenaria interpres

Winter: up to 18 frequented Preston/Greenhill beach Jan-Mch...appearing on
Lodmoor when flushed by the endless procession of dogs. Wintering birds were back
by Oct 2™ building up to a max. of 21 by Dec. As ever the Preston beach flock
commuted to and from The Nothe area. Some became so habituated that on one
occasion two birders shared their table at a beach side cafe with a Turnstone.
Spring: evidence of delayed northbound passage by normal standards: 15 Apr 26™ -
30" and 12 May 15t - 4t with 5 to 8" . Then 4 14th, 1 151, 4 30t.

Autumn: singles Jly 24, 27" Aug 1st, 17t - 18, 2 25 1 Spt 20™.

*Red Knot Calidris canutus

7 records of 8 birds of what remains a regular but scarce visitor to Lodmoor:
1 Jan 5" was an exceptional mid winter record.

1 summer plumage May 14t

2 May 231,

1 Jun 29t

1 Jly 22nd - 25t

juv Spt 3.

winter plumage adult Oct 11t - 15,

Ruff Calidris pugnax

1 record:

the white headed bird returned for its 5" year on Aug 25™. It left for Hampshire late
Oct/early Nov when the water levels rose but returned Nov 23 until the year’s end.

Sanderling Calidris alba

Winter: 4 Preston beach, then e Dec 21st. .

Spring: 45 on 14 dates Apr 23 - May 30", with the usual spike in records in the
second half of May. Both on Preston beach and reserve. Max. 9.

Autumn: singles Jly 23 - 24" 5w Aug 15", 2 beach 24", 1w Oct 71",

**the description in the DBC 2020 report of Sanderling as “a rarity on the reserve
itself” is obviously wide of the mark. This species remain a regular visitor to both the
Preston foreshore and Lodmoor itself in small numbers on passage.

Dunlin Calidris alpina

Winter-spring: 1-5 were intermittently present for most of Jan and Feb, with an
isolated count of 16. Numbers only very slowly increased in spring and failed to reach
double figs before the last 10 days in Apr.

Early May is usually the peak passage period for this species on Lodmoor and 110+
had stopped off 8. But evidence of a later passage than normal incl. up to 25 around
daily to 22nd, and an arrival of 80+ 19", Thereafter numbers dwindled to a trickle of 1
- 3 birds to Jun 9,

Summer-autumn: singles Jun 24" and Jly 3™ were followed by single fig counts until
23 from 20™. Juvs appearing from the second half of Jly. Present daily Aug, Spt. Max.
29, but usually just single figs.

Autumn-winter: Numbers in Spt peaked at 17 before falling away to just 12 in
Oct/Nov and none at all on occasions when the water levels rose. However, in
common with several other wader sp. up to 11 returned late Nov, with at least 9
lingering into the New Year.

*Little Stint Calidris minuta
1 record:
juv pb pool Aug 28™.



A poor autumn across Dorset generally for this species but records on Lodmoor have
been thin on the ground for at least 4 years. A claim of Temminck’s stint the same
day can be safely ignored.

Eurasian Woodcock Scolopax rusticola

Winter: at least 2 were present in the Two Mile Coppice/Lorton Valley area early in
the year. Birds were twice flushed from inside 2MC in Jan and at least 2 birds were
watched departing for an evening feed on 5 dates Feb - Mch 171", In addition 1 went
over Southdown Ave Mch 16,

Passage: singles flushed from nr parknride Nov 3, and Lodmoor CP 5.

This used to be thought of as exclusively a hard weather visitor and migrant to
Lodmoor. But the evidence now suggests a few birds regularly winter in Lorton Valley.

Jack snipe Lymnocryptes minimus

Winter: Overcombe remains the most reliable place to see this species on Lodmoor.
Up to 3 were regularly seen there in Jan with singles noted to Feb 25%.

Passage: autumn migrants to the reserve incl. Oct 12, 29" Nov 5%, 23" and Dec
2nd,

Common Snipe Gallinago gallinago

Winter-spring: more impressive counts again this year. At least 150 were present in
late Jan/Feb, with 120 still early Mch. 30+ lingered in early Apr with the last spring
record 23,

Summer-autumn: 1 Jun 5" could have been an early returning bird but was more
probably a late migrant. A number of waders seem to have left it later before moving
north this year. Singles Jly 25", 28" and 2 Aug 3, however, were clearly on the way
back. Not regularly noted until mid Aug. Up to 12 Spt rose to 57 by Oct 13%".
Autumn-winter: the usual Oct arrival produced three figure counts by the last week of
the month. There was a bit of a clear out during flooding in early Nov but at least 120
were present Lodmoor/Overcombe in Dec.

The gatherings in front of the VS provided a series of excellent views in Nov/Dec of a
richly rufous bird showing characteristics of the faroensis race.

Given how much trouble this species is in nationally Lodmoor is looking an
increasingly important haven for wintering birds and migrants.

Common Sandpiper Actitis hypoleucos

Spring: pretty average passage of just 12 birds Apr 11" - May 14™. Max. 2.

Autumn: the first returning bird appeared Jun 23 and numbers had risen to 5 a day
by early Jly, with 9 19™. Present daily to Oct 4", with the last 13%". Incl. 2 Greenhill
groyne. Peak passage -- like Green sandpiper -- late Jly/first half of Aug.

Green Sandpiper Tringa ochropus

Winter-spring: 2 pb pool Feb 25" - 27t were followed by 1 - 3 daily in Mch. These
were probably the same birds that were noted on Jurassic Pools, just north of the
area, around the same time. Impossible to say how much turn over there was but up
to 3 birds were noted near daily to Apr 24", A really good run of late winter/early
spring records.

Summer-autumn: first 2 returning birds Jun 18". Thereafter recorded daily through
Jly to Oct. Peak passage late Jly/early Aug. Max 8.

Autumn-winter: up to 3 lingered through Oct, with 2 to late Nov and at least 1 to late
Dec.

Common Redshank Tringa totanus
Spring:first Feb 8. Then about 21 through on 22 dates Feb 22" - Jun 10%. Max 4.



Summer-autumn: near daily from the second half of Jun and incl. 5 28™. Near daily
again Jly-Spt. Max 5.
Autumn-winter: singles Oct 9", Nov 7%, 17, 20%, 3 23", 1 26".

*Wood Sandpiper Tringa glareola

Spring: 2 records of singles Apr 25", May 19t.

Autumn: 4 records of singles Jun 30", Aug 6™ - 20™", 27", and a late bird Spt 12,
A good year for a species that is often pretty scarce on Lodmoor(unless you just
count juvenile Redshanks and/or Green sands!).

*Spotted Redshank Tringa erythropus

3 records of singles:

winter plumage ad Mch 16%.

juv Spt 1st,

n Oct 19",

A regular migrant in very small numbers...if you only count the genuine records(see
Wood sand!). The March bird was a rare record for that month.

Common Greenshank Tringa nebularia

Spring: 5 records of 6 birds: singles Mch 31st, Apr 9", 251, 3 26, 1 to 27",
Autumn:singles more or less continuously present from Jly 17, with 2 from late Aug
to early Spt. Ads and juvs noted. Hard to say whether we were watching the same
lingering birds or whether there was significant turn over. However 2n Aug 29"
probably additional. Finally 1 Spt 15™ - Oct 3.

Black legged Kittiwake Rissa tridactyla

A clutch of records early in the year wasn’t matched later on.

A big feeding flock in the bay helped pull in up to 8 birds on a number of dates in Jan,
Feb. Passage in spring incl. 21w Mch 11, 5w May 20,

There was then an unprecedented gap in records through the spring/summer until 1
Aug 6th, followed by just 6 singles to Oct 29"..incl. a couple on the reserve.

Apart from the early records a really poor year.

Bonaparte’s in field guide pose by Pete Coe

N *Bonaparte’s Gull Chroicocephalus genei
2 records:
winter plumage ad. by tern islands Apr 10™.



2" cy May 19%- 26,

These were just the 6" and 7" Lodmoor records. However, 5 have occurred in the
last 7 years making this species a much more regular rarity these days than, say,
Ring billed gull(see below).

Black headed Gull Chroicocephalus ridibundus

Breeding: in 2014 a single pair raised 3 chicks on the tern islands. In 2021 a
minimum of 43 pairs fledged at least 95 young! Breeding success seemed
astonishingly high.First hatching May 21st...most fledged by early Jly.

Even more astonishing is that there was still room of Common terns(see below). So,
the total number of gull/tern chicks raised on two tiny islands came to an impressive
167.

Winter/passage: the Weymouth Bay roosts regularly produced counts of 1500 to
3,000 birds in Jan,Feb, Nov, Dec. But the most spectacular gathering of the year
occurred Oct 18" - 20" when a shoal of whitebait pulled in at least 4,000 feeding
birds. Watching them was like being in a nature documentary!

*Little Gull Hydrocoloeus minutus

5 records of singles:

2" cy Apr 19,

2" cy Jun 31,

Spt 12,

ad. Nov 11" and 12,

1st ¢y feeding on the tideline Greenhill during gales Dec 7%.

Pete

Coe

N *Laughing Gull Leucophaeus atricilla

1 record:

31 ¢y bird bay and Lodmoor Mch 12" - 16" & 29t

4™ | odmoor record, following birds in 1969, 1980, 2005(bay only).



N *Franklin’s gull Leucopaeus pipixcan

1 record:

summer plumage adult May 9'".

Photographed(very badly) as it displayed to Black headed gulls opposite the tern
islands. It then promptly flew off before any one but the finder could see it. Dismissed
in some quarters at the time this claim could well prove genuine. If so only the 2
Lodmoor record(following the Weymouth Bay bird in 2000) and the 15t on the reserve
itself. I've not incl.the Nov 2018 bird because, although it roosted off the Pavilion, it
was never seen from the Lodmoor area.

Mediterranean Gull Ichthyaetus melanocephalus

Breeding: surprisingly no repeat of last year’s first successful nesting. 6 pairs
displayed in the BH gull colony in early spring but all eventually moved on.

This species is now common to abundant year round and 60+ mainly immatures
hung around throughout May and early Jun.

Winter-spring: 750 had gathered on the reserve for their pre roost wash and brush up
Jan 13" and 800 went through 22™. Meanwhile 1850 gathered in the Weymouth Bay
roost Feb 24th - although remarkably this didn’t prove to be the highest count of the
year!.

Summer/Autumn: numbers of non/post breeding birds on the reserve had swelled to
250+ by early Jly. The first juv appeared very early indeed on Jun 26™. There was
then a gap until the second half of Jly increasing to 58 youngsters by Aug 4" , 124
6", and 107 7. Daily totals on the reserve regularly topped 250 through Aug and
peaked at 400. There was an obvious dip in numbers in early Spt(as most of the
migrants moved through?). But numbers were up to 250+ by late Spt(as wintering
birds began to arrive?).

Autumn/winter: a spectacular feeding flock of at least 2,000 Meds were attracted to a
whitebait shoal in the bay Oct 18" -20" (see BH gull). It looked at times like a snow
blizzard in the bay.

Finally another record was broken when a minimum of 2,200 were logged in the
Weymouth Bay roost Nov 121,

Common Gull Larus canus

Winter-spring: present on the reserve and in the bay. Often only in relatively modest
numbers....but many arrive for the roost from inland after dusk and depart again
before dawn. And a truer figure of the actual numbers was provided by an estimate
of 3,000 in the bay roost Jan 20t.

In early spring 120+ were still in the roost Mch 26™ - Apr 1t. And there were a series
of sightings of 1-2 birds, mainly immatures, throughout April to May 27™. This species
is gradually becoming more regular in spring.

Summer-autumn: the usual hiatus in records was broken by a 2cy bird Jun 19"
before another gap to a juv Aug 21st.

Autumn-winter: regular again on both the reserve and bay from mid Spt. At least 700
leaving the bay at at dawn Dec 315t

D *Ring billed gull Larus delawarensis

1 record:

1st ¢y bird briefly opposite viewing shelter Dec 28™.

Another rare gull that didn’t want to overstay its welcome.It seems a long time since
this species was a near annual vagrant to Lodmoor. This is the first record for nearly
10 years.

Great black backed Gull Larus marinus
Ever present bay and Lodmoor. A nearby breeder, so the sight of adults still being
pestered by food begging juvs was noted from Jly.



And adult in Nov devoured a flat fish on the west scrape big enough to cover a
glutton size dinner plate!

Iceland Gull Larus glaucoides

2 records of two birds...one long and one short staying:

the 2020 bird, now officially 2" cy, lingered both in the bay and on Lodmoor to May
27", 1t returned Nov 26™ and stayed, again commuting between the bay and reserve,
until the year’s end.

a different 2" cy joined the original bird on the west scrape May 8™, 9th.

Herring Gull Larus argentatus

Breeding: a pair again bred on the roof of a house in Southdown Avenue, rearing 3
young. As usual there was lots of courtship and nest collecting from birds breeding in
the wider Weymouth area.

Otherwise an ever present and abundant resident, winter visitor and passage bird.

Yellow legged Gull Larus michahellis

Noted on 1 date Jan, 3 Feb, 3 Mch, 4 Jun, 3 Jly, 8 Aug, 4 Spt, 1 Oct, 2 Dec. Mainly
singles and mainly juvs/2" cy birds but incl. ad Mch 12" and 3™ cy bird Jun 71" and
25,

Lesser black backed Gull Larus fuscus graellsii

Migrants incl. up to 35 a day moving through from mid Feb through Mch. 106 were
counted in the Weymouth Bay roost Feb 24", Interestingly the overwhelming majority
of thee were at least 3™ cy. Where do juv/2™ cy birds spend their first winter?
Smaller numbers present late Jun and Jly and again towards the end of the year..

Sandwich tern Thalasseus sandvicensis

Spring-summer first Mch 17™. Up to 5 daily moving through from late Mch to early
May. A sprinkling of late May, Jun records with up to 7 hanging around by the end of
the month.

Summer-autumn: very few juvs. were noted this year until mid/late Aug when family
parties began appearing regularly through to early Oct. Last bird lingered Oct 20™" -
28", .

Little tern Sternula albifrons

Once again the recent successes of the Ferrybridge colony were reflected in
increased numbers in the spring.

Up to 30 birds again visited both the reserve and bay from Apr 22" - 29" with 1 May
4t 2 5t 1 11t 1 16t

A regular pattern has emerged in which the Ferrybridge birds seem to wander off
shortly after they first arrive before they finally settling on the Chesil.

Subsequently 2 returned Jun 19", 6 dropped in 22" | another 12 Jly 15t ;singles 14t
and 27",

*Roseate tern Sterna dougallii

7 records involving at least 3, probably 4, and possibly 5 birds:

1 bay May 11,

1 reserve Jun 29"

1 Jly 61, with 2 8™, single(s) 12, 13™, 3 14™, 1 16™.

Little doubt that the cacophony of noise and melee of activity from the Common tern
colony helps attract what is now a regular late spring/summer visitor to Lodmoor.

Common tern Sterna hirundo



Breeding: another big success story....although with a caveat that it may not last.
The first birds were back on Mch 30%". Birds were settling on their scrapes by early
May and at least 37 nested on the increasingly congested island and the pontoon.
The one place that, once again, birds showed absolutely no interest in was the larger
island laboriously cleared by the RSPB.

First chick appeared Jun 6" and once again a high survival rate meant that at least
72 fledged. One chick was watched being devoured by a Herring gull. But the fence
poles and plastic tops once again appeared to deter most aerial predators. Last Aug
30t

There is, though, a but in this account. Fewer pairs nested than last year -- probably
because more BH gulls occupied the limited space. And if the gull colony continues
to expand at this rate it must beg questions about how much space will be left for the
terns.

Other records: 2"9/3rd cy bird Jun 22" - 24t Probably same Jly 4.

*Arctic Tern Sterna paradisaea

5 records:

singles bay Apr 24t May 3™, 4t 11th,

2nd/3rd cy bird opposite tern islands Jly 13® - 18,

1 bay Spt 13",

A sub adult turned up in Jly for the second year running.

D *White winged Tern Chilidonias leucopterus

1 record:

juv Aug 25™. The bird first found at Ferrybridge earlier that morning.

11t Lodmoor record. Black is in danger of becoming the rarer of these two marsh
terns.

+*Pomarine Skua Stercorarius pomarinus

1 record:

pale phase e bay Jun 6™,

For the second year in a row no Arctics or Bonxies.

D *+Little Auk Alle alle

1 record:

off Greenhill Nov 16t, 17t,

The bird that frequented Weymouth Harbour.

+Common Guillemot Uria aalge

A year of two halves.

Winter-spring: 2021 started off as 2020 finished....with Weymouth Bay looking like a
marine desert as far as auks were concerned. In fact the first sighting of the entire
year had to wait until May 215t when 3 turned up.

Autumn-winter: sightings gratifyingly picked up later in the year.This may have
something to do with a huge whitebait shoal in Oct/Nov. At any rate, it was good to
be able to record Guilly with regularity again.

Noted on many dates Nov 2" - Dec 15". Max 9 Nov 29t

+Razorbill Alca torda

A generally better year than 2020 and better than Guillemot.

Winter-spring: 7 Jan 1t and up to 3 daily in bay to 12t". Then 1 25™, 1 May 215,
Autumn-winter: 1 Oct 11. Then noted near daily from Nov 15" to the end of the year.
Max 7.

*+Red throated Diver Gavia stellata



7 records of singles in bay:

w Jan 14,

Jan 20",

w Feb 9t

e Apr 6.

e in gales Oct 2,

partial summer plumage bird close in Dec 4™,
Dec 17,

*+Black throated Diver Gavia arctica
3 records of singles:

w Mch 9t

Apr 30,

settled imm. Aug 23,

+Great northern Diver Gavia immer

Winter-spring: up to 6 in the bay Jan, but more usually 2-3. Up to 3 Feb and Mch.
Then several birds showing distinct signs of summer plumage early Apr, followed by
1-4 passage birds on 10 dates in May to 28!, followed by 1 Jun 8. These late
spring passage records sometimes exceed wintering records in the bay.
Autumn-winter: 1 Jly 30" was exceptional. Jun birds occur from time to time but a
record this early in the autumn is unprecedented for Weymouth Bay. Even more
exceptional was how close it was....just a few yards off the beach.

More typically mainly singles on many dates from Oct 25" - Dec 14"". Max 2.
Strangely, however, sightings had largely dried up in the second half of Dec.

+Northern Fulmar Fulmarus glacialis

Poor year.

Just 15 records -- mainly singles -- in the bay...apart from 6 May 20", 7 May 23",
Records in Jan(3), Feb(1), Mch(3), May(4), Jun(1),Jly(1), Aug(1) and Dec(1).

*+Manx Shearwater Puffinus puffinus

5 records of at least 37 birds in the bay:

1w Mch 11%,

2 on a feeding circuit May 16,

feeding flock of 25 May 20,

1 May 21st.

8 May 23,

The series of May sightings made it a very good spring by Weymouth Bay standards.

*+Balearic Shearwater Puffinus mauritanicus

4 records in bay:

1w May 20", with Manx flock.

3 Spt 4™,

21w Spt 291,

1 Spt 30,

Not annual in Weymouth Bay, so 20 on 4 different dates is exceptional. The May
record was a real turn up and is Lodmoor’s first for that month.

+Northern Gannet Morus bassanus

Now established as a year round presence in the bay.

Winter-spring: a spectacular feeding flock brightened several Jan days and peaked at
130 8. Regular Feb-May but only in single figs.

Summer-autumn: just 1 -2 erratically Jun/first half Jly. Present nr daily in small
numbers Aug,Spt.



Autumn-winter: another big arrival of 80+ during gales Oct 2". Then 1 - 20 regular
through Oct. Patchier Nov but incl. 22 12, 1- 6 on a number of dates Dec.

Great Cormorant Phalacrocorax carbo

Ever present reserve and bay. Up to 55 could be counted leaving Portland Harbour in
the mornings and 60 were taking part in a feeding frenzy Nov 30%".

Max. 34 on reserve.

+European Shag Phalacrocorax aristotelis

Up to 6 in the bay early Jan but none at all noted after Feb 5%.

Then 1 unseasonally Jun 29",

In the autumn the first appeared Spt 29"". Thereafter an occasional presence in the
bay incl. 3 Nov 9.

D *Glossy ibis Plagedis falcinellus

1 record:

1 Oct 215,

Like most records of this species a short stayer.This was the 9" record but the 4t in
just 3 years....and that’s not counting events in Jan 2022.

*Eurasian Spoonbill Platalea leucorodia

Basically 7 sets of records probably featuring about 11 birds:

Dutch ringed ad Jan 111 -13" and again 21st.

ad Feb 19t 22nd |

1 Mch 4%, 6, and 7™, joined by a second 8" and 9.

2w Mch 8.

1 May 23" - 25" and probably the same almost continually from Jun 3 - Jly 24,
3 Oct 111,

1 Dec 11t - 13t

The early spring records were typical but the over summering bird wasn't.

*Eurasian Bittern Botaurus stellaris

A modest total of singles, probably relating to no more than 4 or 5 birds:

Jan 31, 10t Feb 25", 28t

1 departing at dusk Mch 8.

1 on a number of dates Oct 3™ - Nov 8.

1 Dec 4th, 14th,

Really poor year. Up to about 15 years ago this was a very scarce bird on Lodmoor.
But from the winter of 2008/09 records increased dramatically in both frequency and
regularity...and culminated in a series of spring boomers. But the last two years have
seen a big drop in records. Hopefully it is only a temporary blip.

Western Cattle Egret Bubulcus ibis

Impossible to say exactly how many birds involved. But safe to say this species is
now a reasonably regular, if still rather erratic, visitor to Lodmoor.

Winter-spring: up to 8 on a number of dates Feb 25" - Mch 7%, with 2 229, followed
by 1 Apr 1st, 24 11t and 2 14,

Summer-autumn: 3 summer plumage Jly 15t - 4™ singles 12, Aug 18", Spt 26,
Autumn-winter: 2 Oct 9", incl. a juv., ad on a number of dates 10" - Nov 6th. Then up
to 6 going to roost in the rugby club conifers on a number of dates Nov 11" - early
Dec.

Most of these birds probably come from the much bigger flock that is now regularly
recorded from the Abbotsbury/Portesham area.

Grey Heron Ardea cinerea



Ever present. Max.11 Jun 6™,

*Great Egret Ardea alba

Like Cattle egret now firmly established as a regular visitor to Lodmoor. Unlike Cattle
egret a largely predictable pattern of occurrences are being repeated each year.
Often absent much of the time this species is now a daily presence in summer and
autumn.

Winter-spring: 1 Jan 10t - 14t

Summer-autumn: 1 from Jun 16™, joined by 2/3 more birds throughout Jly, with 4 by
late Aug, 5 by Spt and 4 to Oct 31st. Autumn-winter: 1 Nov3rd - 5%, and 9% - 17,

Little Egret Egretta garzetta
A near daily presence. Only briefly absent during spells of flooding.
Incl. up to 8 Jan, 10 late May/Jun, 10 Nov.

D *White Stork Ciconia ciconia

1 record:

in off Jly 14,

This bird soared in over the head of a birder taking a swim in Weymouth Bay. It then
drifted off west before he could get to his bins or get anyone else onto it. Fortunately
it came back about an hour later and did a fly over of Lodmoor, and several birders
homes, before departing west again.

Western Osprey Pandion haliaetus

5 records of fly over singles, possibly relating to no more than 2 birds:

n Apr 27", n 28", over 29". Hard to say if these were all different northbound
migrants or just 1 temporarily lingering in the Weymouth/Fleet area.

w Aug 201, 1 21st,

Eurasian Sparrowhawk Accipiter nisus
Breeding: once again at least 3 pairs appear to have territories. And the Horselynch
birds successfully fledged a minimum of 2 young.



Birds were present year round, so impossible to disentangle potential migrants/winter
visitors from residents. However, as many as 6 individuals could be seen Oct/Nov.
Incl. one hunting individual in Spt that had to be rescued from a birder’s garden

shed.

Western Marsh Harrier Circus aeruginosus

Breeding: a welcome return to form. Contra to the DBC report the harriers
conspicuously failed to fledge any young last year. So good to see that at least two
recently fledged dark chocolate juveniles with their mustard coloured heads flopping
around the reed bed on their nursery flights from Jly 24". Hard to miss, really.
Earlier in the spring this same pair began nesting on the seaward side of the reserve
but deserted after disturbance from the RSPB’s misguided cattle regime. Thankfully
they decamped to the northern end where they nested peacefully. A second pair
prospected in the spring but failed to follow through.

Winter: thanks to breeding success elsewhere this species is becoming an
increasingly common sight at Lodmoor year round, as birds disperse across Dorset.
In Jan a minimum of 5 birds roosted in the northern end and a max. of 7 were
roosting in the reed bed in Nov. Across the year about 13 different individuals were
identified.

***the 2020 DBC account for this species at Lodmoor was sadly a work of complete
fiction. A real shame that the evidence of 4 reliable birders, who’ve been monitoring
the harriers for more than 10 years, were ignored in favour of a single observer, who
during his time in Weymouth, became a byword for bogus claims. An interesting
insight into how easy it is to pollute the official record with fake news...even when it
comes to data as important as breeding birds.

*Hen Harrier Circus cyaneus

3 records:

male n May 16",

juvenile male Oct 23 - 25" (see pic)

ring tail n Nov 11%.

The Nov bird could have been the Oct individual but was more likely a new immigrant.
An extraordinary run of records by Lodmoor standards. To put this in context there
were just 2 records in the previous 9 years.



*Red Kite Milvus milvus

No repeat of last year’s record influx..although a hint of movement at the end of May:
2 Apr 2,

1 Apr 3.

singles May 28", 30" and 31st.

1 Jun 10%,

1e Oct 10%.

1 Nov 22",

D *White tailed Sea-Eagle Haliaeetus albicilla

2 records:

immature in off Mch 22",

immature n over Two Mile Coppice Dec 20,

IoW reintroduction birds on a day out. The Mch bird provided a dramatic and
magnificent sight as it flopped along Greenhill seafront, did a fly over of the reserve
and then headed back west. Obviously not yet of entirely wild origin but a new bird of
sorts for the Lodmoor list.

D *Rough legged Buzzard Buteo lagopus

1 record:

nw over Two Mile Coppice Nov 3.

If accepted this will be new species for Lodmoor. A major rarity for Dorset, let alone
Weymouth, this was seen well by the observer on a day of obvious Buzzard
immigration.

Common Buzzard Buteo buteo

Breeding: bred in 2MC again. A freshly fledged juv was present in Jly.
Winter/passage: 2 birds spent Jan and Feb on Lodmoor/Lorton Valley. And in
Nov/Dec 3 individuals frequented the northern end and the 2MC area.

As ever hard to tell migrants from soaring birds from the wider area -- particularly
birds drifting in from the Ridgeway. But 5 in off Oct 5" and 6 n Nov 3( the same day
as the Rough legged) were all good candidates for passage birds.

Western Barn Owl Tyto alba

Breeding: the pair in the Lorton Valley VC nest box raised 3 young. They continued
to entertain year round on the Dorset Wildlife Trust’s brilliant webcam.Birds watched
leaving nearly always made off in the Upwey/Broadwey direction. A real mystery why
they hardly ever appear over the reed bed.

*Short eared Owl Asio flammeus

A series of wintering records from the Jordan Hill area...and an autumn migrant.
2 Jordan Hill/Bowleaze Mch 2", 1 4t 3 there 8%, 1 15% . In addition | was noted
several times in May just outside what is now the area at Redcliff.

1 n Lodmoor Oct 10™.

The first wintering records since 2018.

Tawny Owl Strix aluca
Calling birds on various dates through the year from Horselynch, Two Mile Coppice,
CP areas.

Common Kingfisher Alcedo atthis

Winter-spring: 2 over wintering birds from 2020 remained until Mch 271,
Autumn-winter: first post breeding bird not until Aug 27" . Then the usual run of
records of 1-3 to the end of Nov, with at least 1 into 2022.



Great spotted Woodpecker Dendrocopos major

Breeding: pairs successfully raised young in Lodmoor CP, Horselynch, Two Mile
Coppice. A pair in both the CP and 2MC nested in tree holes right over the footpaths
and could be watched coming in and out to feed their voracious young.

Present year round.

European Green Woodpecker Picus viridis

Breeding: newly fledged birds Lodmoor CP, Horselynch in late May and a juv in a
birder's garden Spt.

Present all year.

Common Kestrel Falco tinnunculus

Breeding: a pair nested in the DWT’s Lorton Valley nest box again, with at least 2
fledged juvs in Jun.

Present all year but often only an erratic presence over Lodmoor itself.

*Merlin Falco columbarius
2 records:

immature n Oct 31st,

1n Nov 20t.

Eurasian Hobby Falco subbuteo

Spring: 9 sightings of singles Apr 27" - May 18,

Summer: a bird was displaying in Lorton Valley Jun 2". And three more records in
the same area in Jly hint at the possibility of breeding in the wider area.

Autumn: 11 singles Aug 12t - Spt 30t.

Another pretty average poor autumn.

Peregrine Falco peregrinus

Most regular in Jan and again in Apr and May. On one occasion a female seen
catching and then dropping a Mallard! Another was watched plucking a dead gull.
Later in the year up to 2 birds, incl. an imm., regularly terrorised the Lapwing/Teal
flocks. These birds frequented St. John’s Church spire.

One of the most interesting sightings of the year featured a bird patrolling Horselynch
shortly after dark in Jan...presumably hoping to prey on birds going to roost. .

Most of the records are likely accounted for by breeding birds coming in from the
Ridgeway area.

Eurasian Jay Garrulus glandarius

Breeding: at least 1 pair successfully bred again in Two Mile Coppice...3 fledged
young in the wood Jly and birds present all year. There was also an increasing
number of sightings in Horselynch in the spring but no suggestion of breeding in
there.

Passage/winter: Lodmoor had its fair of a nationwide movement of Jays. At least 45
went over between Spt 21 - Nov 9. In addition a number of birds were clearly off
passage in late Oct/Nov when as many as 9 birds lingered in the area. Six were
noted together in a birder's garden by the CP. Most had moved on by Dec leaving at
least 5 resident birds in 2MC, as well as 2/3 lingering in Lodmoor CP.

Eurasian Magpie Pica pica

Breeding: enjoyed what looked like an excellent year...judging by the number of
fledged young around the reserve. Commoner than ever. This species is an early
breeder and once again was nest building in Jan.

Parties of up to 23 birds a regular sight around the reserve late autumn/winter.



Western Jackdaw Coloeus monedula

Breeding: common and conspicuous. Fledged birds evident from Jun.

Passage: record numbers of what looked very much like west bound migrants,
rather than commuting locals, were noted noisily overflying the northern end in the
mornings Spt 29" - Nov 2". Peak counts incl. 200w Oct 11, 250w 22", 800w Nov
1stand 1100 2.

Winter: at least 700 joining the Lorton Valley roost Jan/Feb and Nov/Dec...often
performing a Starling style murmuration.

Rook Corvus frugilegus

Breeding: the Preston Road rookery seems in serious decline. It may just be
coincidence but the fall in numbers there was matched by an increase in birds
coming from the Weymouth direction.

A striking change took place late in the year when small numbers of birds, 5-20,
began flying from west over the reserve every morning. Rook can be an erratic
species over Lodmoor itself so this definitely looked like a change in habits.
Passage: potential migrants incl. 3 in off Feb 22", and there was a daily trickle of
westward birds during the Jackdaw passage Oct and early Nov.

Carrion Crow Corvus corone

Breeding: at least 3 pairs nested once again in the bushes bounding the reserve.
First fledged young in May.

Winter: as ever a frequent scavenger on Preston beach....a flock of 37 there in Feb.

Northern Raven Corvus corax

Once again a regular and vocal visitor, mainly 1 - 6, over/on Lodmoor all year round
but particularly in the winter and post breeding.The recycling centre remains the
biggest attraction.

Coal Tit Periparus ater

Breeding: 2 pairs present Two Mile Coppice. In addition birds were regularly noted in
Lodmoor CP in Jan, Feb and then again from Spt.

1 along the west path Mch 15" was a rarity on the reserve itself.

Eurasian Blue Tit Cyanistes caeruleus
Common. Every day breeding resident.

Great Tit Parus major
See abovel.

Bearded Reedling Panurus biamicus

Breeding: the reed cutting obviously had some effect on territories. But this delightful
bird continues to thrive on Lodmoor. At least 4 pairs, bred in the reed beds. 8 juvs
were together in Aug and a flock of 16 was noted in Spt.

Present all year. The most incongruous sighting of 2021 involved a group that briefly
ventured into one of the gardens along Southdown Ave in Dec.

*Woodlark Lullula arborea

2 records of calling singles in Skylark flocks:
n Oct 9.

ne Oct 111,



Eurasian Skylark Alauda arvensis

Breeding: no evidence but then none of us checked the fields at the top of the
Southdown Ridge in the summer...so a few pairs may have been overlooked.
Spring passage: confined to 3 northbound singles Feb 15", Mch 17t Apr 18™.
Autumn: a big improvement on 2020. About 600 went over Spt 20" - Nov 17", incl.
78 Oct 11, 54 Nov 11t

Sand Martin Riparia riparia

Spring: 1 Mch 2" was exceptionally early. Then 2 4, 2 13" and up to 12 daily from
16,

100+ had gathered by 19", with 150+ Apr 2", 34 and an impressive 200 by 4™. Up to
60 went through daily up to early May before numbers, as ever, fell to a trickle later in
the month and into early June. By recent standards a strong showing.

Summer: gatherings of 50+mid Jun may have been local breeders dispersing to feed.
Autumn: counts of 100+ by late Jun may have signalled the start of post
breeding/passage. Roosting flocks of 300+ early Jly had increased to at least 400
birds in the reed beds by mid Jly. Passage continued in smaller numbers through
Aug and Spt. Last Oct 12,

Barn Swallow Hirundo rustica

Breeding: at least 3 pairs nested in the skate park, Greenhill areas.

Spring: another worryingly poor spring. First Mch 17 but thereafter only appearing in
very modest numbers until late Apr/early May. Even then counts never reached three
figures. Like House martin this species is in trouble if the decline in passage numbers
is being reflected elsewhere.

Autumn: generally unremarkable numbers. There was a pronounced movement,
along with Sand martins, of about 600 through Aug 21!, followed by 200+ Spt 21st. In
Oct peak counts incl. 29 through 10™ before a pulse of late sightings in Nov. They



incl. 14n 4™ and the last bird of the year 6. Part of the growing trend of birds
lingering well into late autumn.

Common house Martin Delichon urbicum

Spring: 1n Mch 27t"...an exceptionally early record. Then 2-3 only sporadically noted
until 80 went through 30™. Fairly good numbers in May incl. local birds collecting mud.
Subsequently just 1-2 recorded in Jun.

Autumn: a really disappointing autumn. Probably the lowest numbers ever. In Jly a
max of 40 11", But passage in Aug remained steady rather than spectacular peaking
at just 120 30™. Birds trickled through in small numbers in Spt before a late influx of
100+ Oct 6". Last Oct 215t

Cetti’s Warbler Cettia cetti

Breeding: the resident population appeared stable...probably as a result of a series
of relatively mild winters.

Present all year. As well as the reed beds and surrounding area birds also turned up
regularly in Lodmoor CP, Lorton Valley and Two Mile Coppice.

Long tailed Tit Aegithalos caudatus

Breeding: feeding young by Apr. Plenty of feeding flocks visible later in the summer
and autumn.

Present in good numbers all year.

*Yellow browed Warbler Phylloscopus inornatus
1 record:

1 briefly ne corner Nov 8.

Annual now for the last 9 years.

D Pallas’s Leaf Warbler Phylloscopus proregulus

1 record:

1 Two Mile Coppice Nov 215t and then on a number of dates to Dec 13t™.
Amazingly seen in the same corner of 2MC as the 2008 bird. Unlike that individual,
however, this bird -- a rather washed out job -- proved much more elusive. Indeed it
evaded a number of birders who grilled the woods. The 3™ Lodmoor area record.

Willow Warbler Phylloscopus trochilus

Breeding: no sign of any repeat of last year’s breeding pair in Two Mile Coppice.
Spring: first Mch 29" was rather late. But thereafter numbers were at least average if
not a bit above par. Up to 7 a day could be heard singing daily from early Apr to 215t
As usual most passage birds moved through by the last week in Apr, with the last of
the spring May 3.

Autumn: first returning bird Jly 17%, with birds moving through daily by 20" and up to
8 a day early Aug to early Spt. Last Spt 241,

Common Chiffchaff Phylloscopus collybita

Breeding: once again at least 12(and probably more) pairs nested, most of them in
the Lorton Valley, with freshly fledged young in evidence from late Jun.
Winter-spring: at least 6 were wintering in the wider area in Jan/Feb. Singing birds in
Feb may have over wintered. But a hyperactive individual that appeared in a birder’'s
garden Feb 22" after days of persistent southerlies could have been an early
migrant. And spring passage had clearly got underway in earnest by mid Mch. No big
falls but as many as 20 a day until mid Apr.

Autumn: strong passage from second half Spt to mid Oct incl. 30+ Spt 215, a count
of 12 in the CP alone Oct 12", and a fall of 50+ 15%.



Winter: higher than average numbers lingered to the end of the year...incl. at least 4
in Two Mile Coppice and 8 round the reserve/CP.

Siberian Chiffchaff Phylloscopus collybita tristis

5 records of calling singles:

reserve Jan 22",

CP Oct 291,

reserve Oct 30", Nov 14", Dec 16™...perhaps relating to the same individual.

There was a small arrival of tristis in Dorset in the autumn and Lodmoor received its
share. There were several sightings of silent candidates but only calling birds have

been incl. to be on the safe side.

Sedge Warbler Acrocephalus schoenobaenus

Sadly no substantial signs of recovery since the crash in numbers in 2018.
Spring/breeding: first Apr 121", Subsequently passage very patchy and in very low
numbers. By May about 7 singers seemed to have established territories but some of
these birds either failed to attract a mate or simply moved on before Jun. Just 2 pairs
definitely produced fledged young but, hopefully, that was an underestimate.
Autumn: a series of singles were noted on many dates through Aug with upto 2 a
day to early Spt. But only occasional records subsequently until the last Oct 15t

Eurasian reed Warbler Acrocephalus scirpaceus

Spring/breeding: first Mch 315t The trend for early first arrival dates continues. But
birds didn’t arrive in numbers until the second half of Apr with 20+ in territory by 25,
Subsequently numbers seemed a little down on last year. On some mornings you’d
be hard pressed to count more than 25 singers. But breeding success once again
seemed very high with many freshly fledged young from late Jun through to Aug. The
most unexpected record of the year was a family of 4 very obviously newly fledged
birds, still being fed by their parents, as late as Spt 22",

Autumn: as ever impossible to separate local breeders from potential migrants.
Arguably the oddest record of the year were 2 in a birder’s garden right up on
Brackendown Jly 21st. Last Oct 6™.

Common grasshopper Warbler Locustella naevia

Spring/Breeding: reelers Lodmoor Apr 9", 13, 3 19t and 1 22" - 234, A potential
breeding bird was reeling in the Lorton Valley from early May until at least Jun
71....in the same patch of scrub where one held a territory last summer. In addition a
migrant was reeling in what is now just outside the area at Redcliff May 7.

Autumn: 1 Aug 25™.

Eurasian Blackcap Sylvia atricapilla

Winter-Spring: at least 2 Jan,Feb. 3 singers Mch 315t were probably new arrivals.
And birds had arrived in good numbers by Apr 10" with an obvious wave of passage
birds moving through 21st - 25,

Breeding: 6 singing males Two Mile Coppice and Horselynch in late spring/summer.
Autumn-Winter: strong passage from second half of Spt, when up to 20 a day were
noted. Still up to 7 mid Oct, with 1 -2 on a number of dates to Nov 17". At least 3
visited birders’ gardens in Dec.

Garden Warbler Sylvia borin

Spring: 1 singer Apr 234, 1 27t 1 CP May 7.

Autumn: 1 - 3 recorded on 10 dates Aug 9™ - Spt 16™. Followed by a very late bird
Spt 23 and 24™. One of the better autumns.

Lesser Whitethroat Curruca curruca



Spring/breeding: first Apr 21%t, then 1-3 to 30". 4 singers round the reserve through
May into Jun. Two were still singing in late Jun and may have second brooded. In
addition at least 2 more pairs were in territory north of Horselynch.

Autumn: generally what was a poor autumn -- just 1-3 from mid Aug to Spt 4" -- was
partially redeemed by a very late imm. that frequented Beachdown from Oct 215! -
Nov 2",

Common Whitethroat Curruca communis

Spring/breeding: first Apr 6" was very early. Then a gap to the next on 16" with
increasing numbers incl. 15 on 30th.

The breeding population in the northern end/Lorton Valley seems to have recovered
to the kind of numbers that were present 15 years ago. Fledged young by late Jun,
with a family party still Aug 6.

Autumn: 15 a day moved through from mid Aug to early Spt. Numbers gradually fell
away during Spt with the last 241,

Common Firecrest Regulus ignicapilla

Breeding: despite searching in the spring no sight nor sound of any nesting pairs in
Two Mile Coppice this year.

Earlier 1 west path Mch 14", but then none at all until 1 by the play area Nov 20%.
Records for the year were then transformed by a series of sightings of up to 5(but
mainly 1-2) birds on many dates in Two Mile Coppice Nov 215t - Dec 20™.

In the last couple of years Firecrest has become a hard bird to see around the main
reserve.

Goldcrest Regulus regulus

Breeding: at least 4 pairs were in territory in Two Mile Coppice, with at least 1 more
pair in CP...a juv was noted there in Jun.

Passage/wintering: early on confined to just 2 round reserve Jan/Feb. In the autumn
passage birds noted from Spt 18th. Like last year a pronounced arrival mid Oct- early
Nov, with up to 12 a day round the reserve/Lodmoor CP. At least 6 stayed until the
end of the year. Meanwhile at least 8 were resident/wintering in Two Mile Coppice.

Eurasian Wren Troglodytes troglodytes
An ever present and very common breeding bird.

Eurasian Nuthatch Sitta europaea

Once again wintered in Two Mile Coppice.

Up to 2 birds were regularly present from Jan-Mch 19,

More interestingly 1 was calling there Jun 11™. This is not the first time birds have
been recorded mid summer and this species may well breed nearby.

Later in the year up to 2 birds were again regular there from Nov into 2022.

This species, however, remains a bit of rarity at the seaward end of the Lodmoor
area, so 2 records from Lodmoor CP -- Jan 22" and Oct 6" are noteworthy.

Eurasian Treecreeper Certhia familiaris
Breeding: present year round in Two Mile Coppice incl. a family party of 5 birds in Jly.



D *Rosy starling Pastor roseus

1 record;

adult Jun 11", .with Common Starlings before flew ne.(see pic)

Part of a nationwide influx at the time. 9" Lodmoor record but only the 2" in
spring/summer.

Common Starling Sturnus vulgaris

Breeding: commonly breeds in the wider area. 50+ juvs in the post breeding flocks of
up to 150 birds frequenting the reserve in Jly.

Passage: once again signs that this species also occurs as a genuine migrant in
autumn. What looked like westbound migrants, rather than just local feeding flocks,
incl. 300 purposefully west Nov 2",

Winter/roosts: A diurnal flock of at least 500 birds frequented the west side of the
reserve/Greenhill area in Oct. The reed bed roost peaked at around 10,000 birds in
early Nov.

*Ring Ouzel Turdus torquatus

2 records of singles:

1n Horselynch Mch 1st.

1n Lodmoor Oct 22",

The Mch bird was Lodmoor’s earliest ever and early even by Dorset standards.

Common Blackbird Turdus merula

Breeding: Common and widespread. Bids feeding young from Mch 23,

Winter: 50+ frequented the Lorton Valley in Jan.

Autumn: the usual autumn arrivals gathered pace from mid Oct. At least 50 were
feeding around the edges of the reserve through much of Nov. As usual, however,
some of these birds had moved on by Dec.

Fieldfare Turdus pilaris

Confined entirely to autumn passage.

38 were clocked going, often noisily, over Nov 6t - Dec 5" ....23 of them Nov
14,

Redwing Turdus iliacus
Winter: early in the year 40+ foraged around the Lorton Valley, with up to 30 in
Lodmoor CP. There could easily be interchange between these two sites. In Dec a



flock of 20 were feeding on holly berries inside Two Mile Coppice and up to 8 birds
were back in CP.

Passage: in the spring, among a trickle of northbound migrants, the single most
noteworthy record of the entire year was a singing bird near the old recycling centre
Mch 21st. A rare event indeed for Lodmoor.

In the autumn 6 went north Oct 10t". Single figures were noted on several more dates
in Oct before 20 a day were moving through in Nov, rising to 30+ 13 - 16,

Song thrush Turdus philomelos

Breeding: a minimum of 14 pairs now hold territory around Lodmoor, CP and Lorton
Valley, incl. Horselynch and Two Mile Coppice.

Winter/Passage: at least 20 joined the roving thrush flocks in Lorton Valley Jan/Feb.
In the autumn migrants incl. a Continental type Spt 29". The main arrival, however,

wasn’t until late Oct/early Nov. Like Blackbird a percentage moved on before Dec.

*Mistle Thrush Turdus viscivorus

Like Fieldfare restricted to autumn migrants.
4 records:

singles over Nov 1st, 31, 7t

2s Dec 3.

*Spotted Flycatcher Muscicapa striata

Spring: 1 west path May 3, 1 Rio Grande station 4. If you don’t know where that
is...shame on you.

Autumn: 12 on 7 dates Aug 25™ - Spt 5%, incl. 3 Aug 29™. Most records from west
bank and Lodmoor CP.

European Robin Erithacus rubecula
Breeding: common as ever.
Passage: the customary Oct/Nov influx.

*European Pied Flycatcher Ficedula hypoleuca
1 record:
1 west bank Aug 29",

*Black Redstart Phoenicurus ochrurus
1 record:
1 in a private garden Overcombe Mch 5.

*Common Redstart Phoenicurus phoenicurus
Spring: 3 males Apr 12, 17t 21st,
Autumn: 2 Aug 23 and 24, male Spt 6, 1 10%".

*Whinchat Saxicola rubetra
Just 4 singles Aug 25™, 27, 29t Spt 5" and 2 on 15™.
Poor year.

European Stonechat Saxicola torquata

Breeding: once again 2 pairs successfully bred...by the Hump and around the
prknride.

In addition birds were present in Jun at the new eastern edge of the recording
area...at Furzy CIiff, where they may also have bred.

Winter/Passage: a minimum of 3 birds wintered on Lodmoor Jan/Feb. As ever peak
numbers appeared in the autumn with a max of 8 in Nov. But only 2 appeared to
linger to the end of Dec.



Northern Wheatear Oenanthe oenanthe

Better than 2020...but not by much.

Spring: about 45 Mch 26 - May 23. No big counts.

Autumn: about 40 Aug 17" - Oct 5.

Lodmoor never gets anything like the counts on The Bill but numbers in recent year
are down on even 10 years ago.

N *Desert Wheatear Oenanthe deserti

1 record:

female by parknride Mch 29™.(see pic below).

First for Lodmoor and undoubtedly candidate for rarity of the year...if it hadn’'t been
subsequently overshadowed by Rough legged buzzard.

House Sparrow Passer domesticus

Breeding: continues to thrive despite the war on its natural habitat declared by the
RSPB and their Nimby friends on Southdown Avenue. The RSPB used the same
kind of tractor flail on the hedge that the same RSPB criticises farmers for!

A count of 62 on Southdown in Spt was a sign of triumph in adversity.

Dunnock Prunella modularis
Remains an abundant resident.

4

A Lodmoor first...Desert Wheatear. Found by Dave Chown, captured by Pete Coe

Western yellow Wagtail Motacilla flava
Spring: 2 Mch 28", singles Apr 9™, 25" | 2 26", male with cattle 29" and 1 May 2. 8
may not sound many but is actually not a bad spring by Lodmoor standards.



Autumn: male Jly 17t | 2 26", Followed by 1 - 6 daily from Aug 16" with up to 30 by
the end of the month. Up to 50 off passage birds were roosting in the reed bed for
much of Spt. Last Oct 10™.

Grey Wagtail Motacilla cinerea

Winter-spring: 1, possibly 2, regularly Jan - Mch 18,

Autumn-winter: first returning bird Aug 30™. Then up to 7 daily through to early Oct.
At least 4 birds then hung around into Dec, with at least 2 to the end of the year. It
was almost certainly one of these that became a garden megatick for a birder on
Brackendown!

Pied Wagtail Motacilla alba

Breeding: 1 pair nested Greenhill, fledging 3 young.

Winter/Passage: an impressive 250+ were roosting in the reed bed Oct 11", Up to 50
a day passed over Oct/Nov.

White wagtail Motacilla alba alba: 1 Apr 29,

Meadow Pipit Anthus pratensis

Winter-spring: mainly single figs round reserve Jan. But a significant, if brief, influx
Jan 30™ - Feb 4™ involving at least 50 birds frequenting the reed beds.Subsequently
migrants were noted coming in off and over from Mch 4™ and incl. 32 over 12t and
60+ 164 .

Autumn-winter: relatively modest passage from Spt 13, incl 200+ 20" and 21st, 100+
daily early Oct. Steady rather than spectacular. At least 15 lingering through

Dec.

*Tree Pipit Anthus trivialis
Spring: 1 over Apr 29th.
Autumn: just 9 on 7 dates Aug 23 - Spt 19%".

Water Pipit Anthus spinoletta

Winter-spring: singles only erratically noted, mainly from Overcombe Jan - Mch

171,

Autumn/winter: present from Oct 24™ and recorded on many dates to the end of the
year. Max 3 at a time but there could easily have been more. The decision to cut the
main reed bed made this species much easier to see as birds commuted from
Overcombe to feed on the cut areas. As ever as number of non calling fly overs
couldn’t be separated from Mipits.

*Eurasian rock Pipit Anthus petrosus

4 records of singles, mainly from Preston Beach:
Jan 14th.

Spt 20, Oct 3, Nov 3.

Common Chaffinch Fringilla coalebs

Breeding: again confined to 1 - 3 pairs CP/Weymouth Bay Ave area, around 2MC(2
pairs) and Horselynch area(2 pairs).

Passage/wintering: another disappointing autumn for vis miggers. A steady trickle
through Oct, Nov but no big counts at all. Small numbers stayed to winter through
Dec.

*Brambling Fringilla montifringilla

In complete contrast to Chaffinch one of Lodmoor’s better autumn. Always a scarce
bird here so 23 was good going. All records fly overs and nearly all going ne:

4 Oct 22", 5 Nov 2™, 7 34, 2 4t 1 50 2 11t 1 18th, 1 over Two Mile Coppice 23™.



*Hawfinch Coccothraustes coccothraustes

4 records of calling overhead singles:

n Nov 1st,

e Nov 2",

n Nov 31,

e Nov 141,

Always a special bird at Lodmoor. A new bird for the area during the 2005 influx, we
all had to wait until 2017 for the next ones. So a mere four year gap to these birds.
They incl. one that flew low in a blaze of wing bars over two startled observers on the
west path.

Eurasian Bullfinch Pyrrhula pyrrrhula

Breeding: 2 pairs appeared to nest on the west side, 1pr on Beachdown and at east
4 more pairs up the Lorton Valley/2MC.

Judging by the number of birds around later in the year this delightful species has
never done better locally. Double figure counts round the reserve itself are now not
uncommon.

European Greenfinch Chloris chloris

Breeding: once again the local population seems to have done much better than in
some places. At least 5 pairs appeared to breed in the general area. And later in the
year a foraging flock of up to 23 birds was present on the west side.

Common Linnet Linaria cannabina

Breeding: about 7 pairs again nested in the gorse on the west bank.As a breeder
Linnet is a summer visitor to Lodmoor and nesting birds returned again by early Mch.
Autumn-winter: passage got underway Spt 29" and continued into Nov but was
pretty unremarkable. In Dec 7 were still on the west side 10" with 1 at least to 14™.

Lesser Redpoll Acanthis cabaret

Not quite a repeat of last year’s record breaking numbers. But -- by Lodmoor
standards -- an excellent autumn nonetheless.

From Oct 12" - Nov 23 a total of 52 went over on 12 dates...peaking in early Nov.
Max 8.

*Red Crossbill Loxia curvirostra

1 record;

2sw Oct 30,

Normal service was resumed after last year’s cracking numbers.

European Goldfinch Carduelis carduelis

Once again a common passage migrant, wintering species and -- in modest numbers
-- breeding bird.

Passage/winter: in line with a number of passerines overhead movement got going in
earnest Spt 29™. But, also in common with some of the commoner species, this
wasn'’t an epic autumn. Max of just 60+ over Oct 11%". A loose flock of of up to 40
birds stayed to winter.

D *European Serin Serinus serinus

1 record:

1 vocal bird flew in over the sea wall and ene along Preston Beach Road Apr 24",
Later the same morning sea watchers had a Serin come in off at the Chesil...so
clearly something was going on that day. Two in two years but nevertheless remains
a rare bird on/over Lodmoor.



Eurasian Siskin Spinus spinus

Siskin is becoming real see-saw species over Lodmoor. 2019 was one of the worst
autumns on record, 2020 was one of the best....and 2021 was one of the poor years.
Spring: now regularly recorded, in albeit very small numbers: 1e Mch 3, 1n Apr 2",
3ne 14t 1n 20t,

Autumn: 1n Spt 2. Then just 90 odd Oct 6™ - Nov 28™. And no big single day
counts.

Yellowhammer Emberiza citrinella

This species breeds in nearby Coombe Valley and regularly occurs in spring around
Bowleaze/Redcliff...and yet it remains a pretty scarce migrant over Lodmoor.

Just 3 records of fly overs all year:

1n Mch 17,

1e Apr 131,

1e Nov 3.

Common reed bunting Emberiza schoeniclus

Breeding: a species that appeared to enjoy a particularly good year on and around
Lodmoor. At least 7 males were in territory and good numbers of fledged young were
around by Jun.

And an excellent summer may help explain very good numbers of wintering birds
later in the year. A minimum 25 birds frequented the scrubland surrounding the
reserve in Nov, Dec.

ESCAPES etc

Snow goose Anser caerulescens

A remarkable record of 18 briefly Jun 13". Apparently there’s a thriving feral
population in Oxfordshire.

Black swan Cygnus atratus

1 on a number of dates Nov.

Feral pigeon Columba livia

White cheeked turaco Tauraco leucotis

One of the pair from 2020 was seen several times early in the year but not
subsequently. There were rumours they attempted to nest in the Preston village area.

MAMMALS

Sika Cervus nippon

Max. count of 11 this year.

Roe deer Capreolus capreolus

Fewer sightings. Appears to be in decline locally.

Reeves Muntjac Muntiacus reevesi

1 ran across the path nr main entrance Nov 9. There was also a report of one
photographed nr the Hump earlier in the year. New species for Lodmoor!
Grey Seal Halichoerus grypus

1 on Preston beach again early in the year.

European Rabbit Orctolegus cuniculus

Incl. one in a garden on Greenhill seafront!

European Badger Meles meles

Locally thriving.

Grey squirrel Sciurus carolenensis

Commoner than ever, particularly Lodmoor CP.

Red Fox Vulpes vulpes



Least Weasel Mustela nivalis

Regularly noted, particularly on the west side. Seems a lot commoner these days
than Stoat.

Stoat Mustela erminea

Water vole Arvicola amphibius

Undoubtedly one of the non-avian highlights of the year. A confiding individual
frequented the lead by the new bridge in the summer. On one occasion watched
carrying a pup across the channel.

Bank vole Myodes glareolus

2 in a birder’s garden nr Lodmoor CP Jly.

Wood mouse Apodemus sylvaticus

Common shrew Sorex areneus

Brown rat Rattus norvegicus

Common dolphin Delphinus delphis

2 in bay Jly 19"".Nowhere near as common in bay as Bottle nosed.



Hide and Sika

BUTTERFLIES

Large skipper Ochlodes venata

Small skipper Thymelicus sylvestris

Essex skipper Thymelicus lineola

1 Lorton. Easily overlooked and probably under recorded.
Brimstone Gonepteryx rhamni

Large white Pieris brasicae

Green veined white Pieris napi

Small white Pieris rapae

Orange tip Anthocaris cardemines




Brown argus Aricia agestis

Usually confined to northern end of Lorton Valley, so one in a garden in
Brackendown Ave Aug 15" was a noteworthy record.

Common blue Polyommatus icarus

Holly blue Celastaina argiolus

Clouded yellow Colias croceus
Spt 17, Oct 111,
Comma Polygonia c-album

First of the year on Feb 271,

Painted lady Cynthia cardui

A small arrival from Aug, with the last Oct 30™.

Peacock Inachis io

Recorded every month of the year!

Red admiral Venessa atalanta

An obvious autumn influx/emergence Spt-Nov.

Small tortoiseshell Alais urticae

Gatekeeper Pyronia tithonus

Marbled white Melanagia galathea

Common in the Lorton Valley and incl. 9 Horselynch slope late Jun.

Meadow brown Manida jurtina

In the right habitat one of the area’s commonest butterflies...as a count of 41 on the
Horselynch slope on Aug 24" demonstrated.

Ringlet Aphantopus hyperantus

Small heath Coenonympha pamphilus

Wall brown Lasiommata megara

Speckled wood Pararge aegeria

Small copper Lycaena phlaeas

Most records come from Lorton Valley but wanderers noted in a garden on
Brackendown Ave Jly 20", Spt 15",Oct 10" and in a garden by Lodmoor CP Aug 28™.
Silver washed Fritillary Argynnis paphia

The lepidotera find of the year. This one was basking on brambles by the entrance to
Two Mile Coppice...but didn’t hang around to be enjoyed by a wider audience. A
powerful wanderer that has been recorded on Lodmoor before but, not surprisingly,
remains a prized rarity.

ODONATA

Norfolk/Green eyed hawker Aeshna isoceles

Up to 6 were watched on the Sainsbury/2MC pools in Jun. Clearly in territory, mating
and ovipositing. Also noted around new bridge.The first reserve record was only last
year, so these sightings show how quickly and dramatically this expanding sp. is
colonising Weymouth. One made it to a birder’s garden by Lodmoor CP in Jun, so
hopefully plenty of opportunities for garden ticks in future summers.

Southern hawker Aeshna cyanea

Migrant hawker Aeshna mixta

Emperor dragonfly Anax imperator

First Jun 14", Last Aug 14™. Once again common and well established on and
around the reserve.

Vagrant emperor Anax ephippiger

1, well seen, with a flock of Migrant hawkers, west bank Aug 13%".

Golden ringed dragonfly = Cordulegastor boltonii

incl. 1 in off Jly 15™, 1 Jly 24t

Hairy dragonfly Brachytron pratense

Up to 3 nr new bridge late May Jun.

Broad bodied chaser Libellula depressa

Four spotted chaser Libellula quadrimaculata



A series of sightings on the Sainsbury ponds.

Scarce chaser Libellula fulva

A series of sightings of a faded male around the Hump bridge in mid July. An
excellent find of what remains a Lodmoor rarity.

Black tailed skimmer Orthetrum cancellatum

Common darter Sympetrum striolatum

Ruddy darter Sympetrum sanguineum

confined to the parknride flashes and a single record by Lodmoor CP in Spt.

Small red eyed damselfly Erythomma najas

A coupled pair were photographed on a birder’ pond by Lodmoor CP Aug 15t. There’s
breeding colony nearby at Charlbury Basin but this -- serendipitously -- looks like the
first record for the Lodmoor area....now that Charlbury has been squeezed out of the
recording area!

Large red damselfly Pyrrhosoma nymphula

1 birder’s garden pond nr CP Jly 16". Also parknride flashes.

Emerald damselfly Lestes sponsa

A series of sightings of this delicate damsel on the prknride flash in Aug.

Azure damselfly Coenagrion puella

prknride flashes. In addition up to 4 visited a birder’s garden pond in Jun.

Common blue damselfly Emallagma cyathigerum

Not very common! Just a handful of records in Jly.

Blue tailed damselfly [Ischura elegans

Beautiful demoiselle Calopteryx virgo

1 2MC Jly 241,

Banded demoiselle Calopteryx splendens

2 Hump bridge Jly 17,

(Lesser Emperor

1 Charlbury Basin Spt 26'". Recorded just outside what is now the area but incl. coz it
is such a good record!)

FISHY(and other) RECORDS

School/Tope shark Galeorhinus galeus

One was videoed in the summer swimming round the feet of swimmers just a few
feet from the beach at Greenhill.

European eel Anguilla anguilla

Very common on Lodmoor. Not so common in a birder's garden pond more than a
quarter of a mile from the sluice. A foot long beast turned up after a particularly wet
spell in the autumn. How did it get there? Apparently on dewy or damp nights
migrating Eels do sometimes wriggle short distances overland.

Slow Worm Angeis fragilis

One Aug 17",

APPENDIX

Lodmoor list

The Lodmoor and Lorton list applies to species recorded in or from Lodmoor and the
surrounding area, incl. Weymouth Bay, the Southdown Estate and Lodmoor CP
area...as well as the Lorton Valley, incl. Horselynch, Two Mile Coppice, Coffin Wood
and the Lorton VC, +the parknride area and Weymouth RC.

Redcliff, Bowleaze are now excluded from the recording area...which now extends
north east only as far as the Jordan Temple/Lookout Cafe area.Similarly Charlbury
Corner/Charlbury Basin and the northern end of Preston Road(incl. the rookery) now
lie outside the boundary.

As a result of those changes we lose Sub alpine Warbler(Redcliff Jun 1992).



Species in red are National rarities. Species in denote Dorset rarities.
See notes at end for species marked *

Brent Goose, Canada Goose, Barnacle Goose, *Snow goose, Greylag Goose, Pink footed
Goose,

Tundra Bean Goose, White fronted Goose, Mute Swan, Bewick’s Swan, Whooper Swan,
Egyptian Goose, Shelduck, *Ruddy Shelduck, Mandarin, Garganey, Shoveler, Gadwall,
Wigeon, American Wigeon, Mallard, Pintail, Teal, *Red crested Pochard, Pochard, Ring
necked Duck, Tufted Duck, Greater Scaup, Eider, Velvet Scoter, Common Scoter, Long
tailed Duck, Goldeneye, Smew, Goosander, Red breasted Merganser, Ruddy Duck, Grey
Partridge, Pheasant, Quail, Red legged Partridge, Nightjar, Alpine Swift, Swift, *Great
bustard, Cuckoo, Stock Dove, Wood Pigeon, Turtle Dove, Collared Dove, Water rail,
Corncrake, Spotted Crake, Moorhen, Coot, Little Crake, Crane, Little Grebe, Red necked
Grebe,Great crested Grebe, Slavonian Grebe, Black necked Grebe, Stone Curlew,
Oystercatcher, Black winged Stilt, Avocet, Lapwing, Sociable Plover, Golden Plover, Pacific
golden Plover, American golden Plover, Grey Plover, Ringed Plover, Little ringed Plover,
Kentish Plover, Dotterel, Whimbrel, Curlew, Black tailed Godwit, Bar tailed Godwit,
Turnstone, Knot, Ruff, Stilt Sandpiper, Curlew Sandpiper, Temminck’s Stint, Sanderling,
Dunlin, Purple Sandpiper, Little Stint, Least Sandpiper, White rumped Sandpiper, Buff
breasted Sandpiper, Pectoral Sandpiper, Semi palmated Sandpiper, Long billed Dowitcher,
Short billed Dowitcher, Woodcock, Jack Snipe, Snipe, Wilson’s Phalarope, Red necked
Phalarope, Grey Phalarope, Common Sandpiper, Green Sandpiper, Lesser Yellowlegs,
Redshank, Wood Sandpiper, Spotted Redshank, Greenshank, Collared Pratincole,
Kittiwake, *Ivory Gull, Sabine’s Gull, Bonaparte’s Gull, Black headed Gull, Little Gull, Ross’s
Gull, Laughing Gull, Franklin’s Gull, Mediterranean Gull, Common Gull, Ring billed Gull,
Great black backed gull, Iceland Gull, Glaucous Gull, Herring Gull, Yellow legged Guill,
Caspian Gull, Lesser black backed Gull, Gull billed Tern, Caspian Tern, American Royal Tern,
Sandwich Tern, Little Tern, Bridled Tern, Roseate Tern, Common Tern, Arctic Tern,

Forster’s Tern, Whiskered Tern, Black tern, White winged black Tern, Great Skua,

Pomarine Skua, Arctic Skua, Long tailed Skua, Little Auk, Common Guillemot, Razorbill,
Black Guillemot, Puffin, Red throated diver, Black throated diver, Great northern diver,
Storm Petrel, Leach’s Petrel, Fulmar, Cory’s Shearwater, Sooty Shearwater, Great
Shearwater, Manx Shearwater, Balearic Shearwater, Black Stork, White Stork, Gannet,
Cormorant, Shag, Glossy ibis, Spoonbill, Bittern, Little Bittern, Squacco Heron, Cattle egret,
Grey Heron, Purple Heron, Great Egret, Little Egret, Osprey, Honey Buzzard, Sparrowhawk,
Goshawk, Marsh Harrier, Hen Harrier, Montagu’s Harrier, Black Kite, Red Kite, *White
tailed Sea Eagle, Buzzard, *Rough legged Buzzard, Barn Owl, Little Owl, Tawny Owl, Short
eared Owl, Long eared Owl, Hoopoe, Kingfisher, Bee Eater,Wryneck, Green Woodpecker,
Great spotted Woodpecker, Kestrel, Red footed Falcon, Merlin, Hobby, Peregrine, *Ring
necked Parakeet, Red backed Shrike, *Great grey Shrike, Woodchat Shrike, Golden Oriole,
Jay, Magpie, Jackdaw, Rook, Carrion Crow, Hooded Crow, Raven, Bohemian Waxwing, Coal
Tit, *Marsh Tit, Blue Tit, Great Tit, Penduline Tit, Bearded Tit, Woodlark, Skylark, Shorelark,
Sand Martin, Swallow, House Martin, Red rumped Swallow, Cetti’s Warbler, Long tailed Tit,
Wood Warbler, Yellow browed Warbler, Pallas’s Warbler, Dusky Warbler, Willow warbler,
Chiffchaff, Aquatic Warbler, Sedge Warbler,

Marsh Warbler, Reed warbler, Melodious Warbler, Grasshopper Warbler, Savi’s warbler,
Fan tailed Warbler, Blackcap, Garden warbler, Barred Warbler, Lesser whitethroat,
Whitethroat, Dartford Warbler, Firecrest, Goldcrest, Wren, Nuthatch, Treecreeper, Starling,
Rosy starling, Ring ouzel, Blackbird, Fieldfare, Song thrush, Redwing, Mistle thrush,

Spotted flycatcher, Robin, Bluethroat, Nightingale, Pied Flycatcher, Black Redstart,
Redstart, Whinchat, Stonechat, Wheatear, *Desert Wheatear, Dipper, House sparrow,

Tree Sparrow, Dunnock, Yellow Wagtail, Citrine Wagtail, Grey Wagtail, Pied Wagtail,



Richard’s Pipit, Tawny Pipit, Meadow Pipit, Tree Pipit, Red throated Pipit, Water Pipit,
Rock Pipit, Chaffinch, Brambling, Hawfinch, Bullfinch, Greenfinch, Twite, Linnet, Lesser
Redpoll, Crossbill, Goldfinch, Serin, Siskin, Lapland Bunting, Snow bunting, Corn Bunting,
Yellowhammer, Ortolan, *Cirl bunting, Reed Bunting, Little Bunting.

Selected sub species: Greenland white fronted Goose, pale bellied Brent Goose, Continental
Cormorant, Scandinavian Herring Gull, intermedius Lesser black backed Gull, Continental
Coal Tit, northern Long tailed Tit, Siberian Chiffchaff, Blue headed Wagtail, Grey headed
Wagtail., White Wagtail, Siberian Chiffchaff.

Notes on selected species
You can take your pick here -- based on your personal thresholds. I've included all of them
on the list but you may choose to exclude all/any of them from yours.

*Snow goose

This species owes its presence on the Lodmoor list to a bird that turned up in a cold spell
from Dec 25t 1981 - Jan 10" 1982. It may have been a genuine vagrant. Or it may not. A
small feral population existed in Poole Harbour at the time. All other records(incl. a flock
of 18 in Jun 2021) relate to plastic birds.

*Ruddy Shelduck

In addition to the 2021 records(see above) this species has occurred a number of times on
Lodmoor. Some are clearly plastic. But others may relate to a self sustaining population of
feral birds in northern Europe and others(see 19th records) could be true vagrants. All
records are now being reviewed.

*Red crested Pochard

Another species of wildfowl that is on the list while acknowledging that sorting out
potentially genuine vagrants from escapes is often impossible.

*Great bustard

On the Lodmoor list on the basis of two fly over bird(s) from the reintroduction
programme. I've included this(and Sea eagle) on the basis that they are clearly wild(not
plastic) and are part of a wilding scheme(rather than temporary escapes from a cage).
They are also native British species, not introduced exotica. You may wish to wait until
they establish a self sustaining breeding population. Personally | take the view that life is
too short. Well, mine is anyway.

*lvory Gull

The only species on the list that hasn’t been recorded for at least 50 years(the old criterion
for inclusion on Category A). Two other species could soon join it if they don’t recur soon:
Barred Warbler and Little Crake.

*White tailed Sea Eagle

Included on the basis of two flyovers from bird(s) from the reintroduction programme. See
Great bustard for reasoning. And, since the first records were 2021, also subject to
acceptance.

*Rough legged buzzard

A new species in 2021 and therefore on the list subject to acceptance.

*Ring necked Parakeet

Assuming the few Lodmoor records relate to birds from the Studland colony it is worth
noting that all of these birds came out of the same aviary in the late 1980s. As a result they
are all inbred and may eventually die out. There’s no evidence that birds from the self
sustaining populations in London and the south east have occurred on Lodmoor.

*Great grey Shrike



On the list on the basis of a single record of a briefly and distantly seen bird by one
observer Oct 30t 1988. Without going into details there is some genuine doubt, in
retrospect, about this record. We can review it when we get another one!

*Marsh Tit

Ex breeding species. One or two pairs used to nest in Two Mile Coppice. But not reliably
recorded since nesting died out in the mid 1980s.

*Desert Wheatear

New to Lodmoor 2021, so on list subject to acceptance. Lots of pics!

*Cirl Bunting another ex breeding species. Resident on what is now the Southdown Estate
up to the 1950s but not since. However,unlike Marsh tit, there is subsequent vagrancy
record...1 Apr 9t 1978.

Not on the list

*Hooded Merganser

The long staying Radipole bird made several day trips to Lodmoor. But, despite some
lobbying in its favour, remains on the pretty but plastic list.

*Dalmatian pelican

A bird from Apr 1951 -- long dismissed as an escaped White Pelican -- may well turn out
actually to have been Dalmatian. If so it could in theory be a genuine vagrant. Unlikely,
though, ever to be resolved.

Bar headed Goose, Red breasted goose,Swan Goose, Black Swan, Paradise Shelduck,
Andean Teal, Chiloe Wigeon, Greater flamingo, Feral Pigeon, Purple Gallinule, Sarus Crane,
Tawny Eagle, White crested Turaco, various parrots/parakeets.







