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REVIEW OF THE YEAR 
 

January 
The year got off to a great start with the discovery of a female Cirl Bunting in an area of 
set-aside on the 1st, it would be seen daily. Also on the 1st was an exceptional high count 
of 28 Red-throated Divers and a Jack Snipe. Two Firecrests were seen on the 5th and a 
Great White Egret on the 6th. The 7th was noteworthy with a new Firecrest and a Long-
tailed Duck. A Merlin was seen on the 8th and on the 11th a second Cirl Bunting was found, 
both buntings were to stay all month. The first Glaucous Gull of the year was found on the 
12th and two Jack Snipe were present from the 13th. A Firecrest and an Egyptian Goose 
were seen on the 15th, a Pink-footed Goose flew through west on the 17th and a Woodcock 
was seen on the 31st. There were 64 records of Red-throated Diver during the month. 
 
February  
The two Cirl Buntings were still present on the 1st and were to stay all month. A Firecrest 
was seen on the 5th and 3 early Dunlins were seen on the 8th when the Woodcock from 
January was seen again. A Grey Plover was found on the 9th and was to stay until the 24th. 
A Yellow-legged Gull was on the Mere on the 11th and another Glaucous Gull was found 
on the 18th. 11 Barnacle Geese flew east on the 22nd and a different Jack Snipe and yet 
another Glaucous Gull were seen on the 28th.  
 
March 
The two Cirl Bunting were again present on the 1st and remained all month. Also on the 1st 
was a Red Kite and 3 Curlews that flew east. 6 Greylags flew east on the 2nd and the only 
Pochard of the year appeared on the Mere. 4 Curlews, a Redshank and 3 Jack Snipe were 
seen on the 4th and a possible Laughing Gull was seen on the 10th. Siberian Chiffchaff and 
Firecrest were both seen on the 13th and a Great Northern Diver on the 15th. A definite 
Laughing Gull was found on the 17th (probably confirming the sighting on the 10th) with a 
Knot present on the same day. There was a Red Kite on the 18th, a Redshank on the 19th 
and 2 Greylag Geese flew west on the 22nd. 4 Jack Snipe were present on the 23rd with 2 
Redshanks and another Great Northern Diver on the 24th. A Black Redstart, 3 Eider and a 
Long-tailed Duck were noted on the 26th, Merlins were seen on 28th and 29th and there 
was an influx of White Wagtails on the 31st. 
 
April 
The two Cirl Bunting were again present on the 1st and remained until the 17th.   
4 Jack Snipe were still present on the 2nd when a Merlin and a Little Ringed Plover were 
also seen. A Grasshopper Warbler was found on the 4th, and a Ring Ouzel on the 6th. A 
Great Northern Diver was found on the 7th, a Red Kite on the 10th and a Common 
Sandpiper on the 11th. Common Redstarts began to be seen from the 14th and both Great 
Northern Diver and Greylag Goose were noted on the 20th. The 21st produced an Arctic 
Skua, 178 Bar-tailed Godwits, a Curlew, an Eider and 3 Grey Plovers. A Stone Curlew was 
a nice find on the 22nd, an Arctic Skua, a Great Skua, a Common Sandpiper, a Dunlin and 
a Hobby were all noted on the 23rd. An Arctic Skua was seen on the 24th and a Red-
breasted Merganser, a Great Northern Diver and 3 Arctic Terns were seen on the 25th. 6 
Curlews and a Common Sandpiper were noted on the 27th with Arctic Skua, Cuckoo, 
Great Northern Diver, 2 Little Terns and 4 Grasshopper Warblers on the 28th. The Cuckoo 
was still present on the 29th along with a Dunlin, a Hobby, and a Short-eared Owl. The 30th 
was to prove a good day with a Hobby, a Nightjar and a Wood Warbler all seen. 
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May  
The 3rd produced an Arctic Skua, an Arctic Tern, 2 Dunlin and a Great Northern Diver. 12 
Dunlin were seen on the 5th, but the 6th produced the bird of the month with a Tawny Pipit 
found at Cogden; it was to stay until the 10th. A Redstart, a Hobby and a Turnstone were 
seen on the 7th, an Arctic Skua and a Curlew were seen on the 8th with Black-tailed 
Godwit, Dunlin and Redstart on the 9th. Skuas were on the move on the 10th with 2 Arctics, 
2 Pomarine and 2 Greats east. Another Arctic Skua was seen on the 11th and a Great 
Northern Diver on the 12th. Arctic Skua, Balearic Shearwater, Great Skua and a Little Gull 
were all recorded on the 16th. A Common Sandpiper was seen on the 18th, an Arctic Skua 
on the 20th with 2 Arctic Skuas, 3 Great Northern Divers, a Storm Petrel and a good count 
of 43 Dunlin on the 21st. Another Great Northern Diver was seen on the 22nd, 3 Arctic 
Skuas and 2 Storm Petrels on the 23rd. 14 Dunlin and another Storm Petrel were noted on 
the 24th. Another Dunlin was seen on the 26th and an Eider on the 27th. The only Cattle 
Egret of the year was present on the 28th, single Dunlin and Turnstone on the 31st. 
 
June 
A Red-backed Shrike was a good find on the 4th, a Hobby was also noted. A Cuckoo and a 
Great Northern Diver were seen on the 6th then, further Hobbys were seen on the 10th, 16th 
and 18th. A Curlew was seen on the 22nd and a Green Sandpiper on the 22nd and 23rd. 
 
July 
Juvenile Yellow-legged Gulls were seen from the 11th. Single Common Sandpipers were 
seen on the 14th and 16th with 3 on the 20th. A Ringtail Harrier was also seen on the 20th. A 
Great Skua lingered on the 22nd, a Dunlin was seen on the 23rd and a Common Sandpiper 
on the 25th. The 26th produced a juvenile Cuckoo and a Hippolais Warbler which may yet 
prove to be the recording areaôs first Melodious Warbler.  
 
August 
A Grasshopper Warbler was seen on the 3rd and 3 Balearic Shearwaters on the 6th. An 
Arctic Skua was seen on the 11th and 3 further Balearic Shearwaters and a Dunlin on the 
12th. A Hobby was seen on the 14th, 2 Balearic Shearwaters on the 16th with a Cuckoo on 
the 17th and a Dunlin from the 17th to the 22nd. A Hobby was seen on the 21st with 2 on the 
22nd. There was a good movement of Balearic Shearwaters on the 23rd when 2 Redstarts 
and a Turnstone were recorded. 2 Hobbys and 2 Pied Flycatchers were seen on the 24th 
along with the yearôs second Red-backed Shrike. The shrike was still present on the 25th 
along with a Wryneck and a Turnstone. The 26th was a good day with a Wood Warbler, 
Wryneck, Cuckoo, 5 Redstarts and 8 Balearic Shearwaters. A Pied Flycatcher and a 
Redstart were seen on the 27th, a Cuckoo and a Redstart on the 28th, 3 Redstarts on the 
29th and a Hobby on the 30th. The month ended with a Little Gull, a Hobby, a Merlin and 3 
Redstarts on the 31st. 
 
September 
A Hobby was seen on the 1st. Waders included 2 Dunlin and a Turnstone on the 1st, a 
Green Sandpiper on the 3rd and 14 Black-tailed Godwits on the 4th. From the 5th until the 
21st sightings of passage birds included 2 Pied Flycatchers, 10 Redstarts, 6 Hobbys, a 
Firecrest, 3 Grasshopper Warblers, 10 Dunlin and 2 Turnstones. A Woodlark few west on 
the 22nd, 5 Balearic Shearwaters and the yearôs only Caspian Gull were seen on the 25th 
and a Great Northern Diver was seen on the 26th. 2 Arctic Skuas and 19 Balearic 
Shearwaters were seen on the 29th with a further 2 Arctic Skuas, a single Balearic 
Shearwater and a Little Gull on the 30th. 
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October  
A Hobby was seen on the 1st, 4 Arctic Skuas and a Great Skua on the 4th. An Arctic Skua 
and a Merlin were seen on the 7th, a Great White Egret flew northwest on the 11th, a Ring 
Ouzel and 2 Woodlarks passed through on the 12th. A Firecrest was seen on the 15th, a 
Hobby on the 16th with a Firecrest and 2 Bearded Tits on the 17th. The Bearded Tits 
remained until the 16th November. An Arctic Skua was seen on the 18th, 2 Arctic Skuas, 3 
Great Skuas and a Balearic Shearwater on the 19th. Jack Snipe, Great Skua, Black 
Redstart and Dorsetôs first óGreenlandô Redpoll were found on the 29th. The Redpoll was to 
stay until the 1st November. 
 
November 
A Firecrest was seen on the 4th and 2 Goosanders, and a Barnacle Goose flew through on 
the same date. A Black-throated Diver and 2 further Goosanders were seen on the 8th, a 
Siberian Chiffchaff was found on the 14th. A Dunlin was seen on the 16th and a Snow 
Bunting flew west on the 19th. A Short-eared Owl was noted on the 23rd and was then seen 
on a number of days until the 3rd Dec. A Great Northern Diver was seen on the 24th and 
both male and female Brambling and a Cirl Bunting were found on the 25th. By the 29th it 
was found that a second female Cirl Bunting was present, the male Brambling was also 
seen on the 29th.  There were 77 records of Red-throated Diver during the month. 
 
December 
A Great Northern Diver was seen on the 1st, and Siberian Chiffchaffs were seen on the 2nd 
and 10th. A Firecrest was found on the 11th and a Great Bustard flew east on the 15th. All 
three Cirl Buntings remained until the end of the year.  
 
2021 Statistics 
 
172 full species were recorded in 2021 along with 5 sub-species. 
 
Two new species (South Polar Skua (in 1996) and Common Redpoll) were added.  
 
The recording area species total (BOU British List) now stands at 276. 
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SPECIES ACCOUNTS  
 
RED-LEGGED PARTRIDGE  Alectoris rufa 
Fairly common resident (Birds at West Bexington probably refer to released birds 
from the Puncknowle estate) 
 
Noted regularly throughout the year, including during the breeding season, with a number 
of presumed pairs together. 
 
No evidence of breeding in 2021. 
 
COMMON PHEASANT   Phasianus colchicus 
Common resident 
 
Breeds at both West Bexington and Cogden.  
 
Noted regularly at both sites throughout the year. Breeding confirmed at West Bexington 
with an adult female with a number of young seen in the nature reserve. 
 
 
COMMON WILDFOWL MONTHLY MAXIMA AT WEST BEXINGTON (ADULTS ONLY) 
 

 Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 

Brent 
Goose 

 7 5        1 1 

Canada 
Goose 

133 74 13 12 60 217 140 175 200  70 157 

Mute                          
Swan 

 11 3 2 12 13 8 5 12    

Shelduck 
 

2 2 5 3 2 1 2 12 4  11 3 

Shoveler 
 

28 45 55 6 2     9 29 42 

Gadwall 
 

10 6 4 4 2 1    2 5 4 

Wigeon 
 

17 22 7       1 10 9 

Mallard 
 

68 44 14 5      29 54 47 

Pintail 
 

 1 6        1 2 

Teal 
 

50 53 30 21    1 15 15 40 66 

Tufted 
Duck 

79 83 7 6 6 7 1 2 7 3 13 19 
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BRENT GOOSE    Branta bernicla   
Uncommon winter visitor  
 

Dark-bellied Brent Goose  Branta bernicla bernicla 
 
West Bexington 7 on the 8th Feb, 3 on 10th Feb, 5 east on 17th Feb,  
and Cogden 4 east on 24th Feb, 1 on 26th Feb, 5 east on 10th Mar,  

19 east on 15th Mar and 1 on 26th Mar. Then, 1 on 16th Nov.  
 
Pale-bellied Brent Goose   Branta bernicla hrota  
 
West Bexington 1 flew east on 29th Dec with Canada Geese. 

 
CANADA GOOSE    Branta canadensis  
Common resident, breeding occasionally 
 

All records West Bexington  See Wildfowl Table 
 

Did not breed here in 2021. 
 
Max count: West Bexington - 217 birds on 3rd Jun. 
 
BARNACLE GOOSE   Branta leucopsis   
Rare winter visitor  
 

West Bexington 11 east on 22nd Feb. 
 
Cogden 1 east calling on 4th Nov. 
 
GREYLAG GOOSE    Anser anser  
Scarce visitor (wild birds would be extremely rare and most are considered feral) 
 

West Bexington 6 east on 2nd Mar, 2 west on 22nd Mar and 1 east on 20th Apr. 
 
PINK-FOOTED  GOOSE   Anser brachyrhynchus  
Rare winter visitor  
 
West Bexington One was seen flying west with three Canada Geese on  

17th Jan.  
 

An unexpected second bird in two years. 
 
MUTE SWAN    Cygnus olor  
Common winter visitor, breeding occasionally 
  
West Bexington   See Wildfowl Table  
 

No breeding attempt in 2021 although a pair were on territory throughout spring and early 
summer. 
 
No significant counts. 
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EGYPTIAN GOOSE   Alopochen aegyptiaca  
Rare visitor 
 
West Bexington  One on the Mere on 15th Jan. 
 
Sightings of this feral Asian species are increasing in Dorset. 
 
COMMON SHELDUCK   Tadorna tadorna  
Common resident, mainly outside of the breeding season 
 
All records West Bexington See Wildfowl Table 
 
Max count: West Bexington - 19 on 21st Aug. 
 
NORTHERN SHOVELER   Spatula clypeata   
Common winter visitor 
 
All records West Bexington  See Wildfowl Table 
 
Numbers down on 2020. 
 
GADWALL     Mareca strepera   
Uncommon winter visitor 
 
All records West Bexington See Wildfowl Table 
 
EURASIAN WIGEON   Mareca penelope   
Common winter visitor 
 
All records West Bexington See Wildfowl Table 
 
No particularly high counts and numbers down in both winter periods.  
 
MALLARD     Anas platyrhynchos  
Common resident 
 
All records West Bexington  See Wildfowl Table 
 
Two broods noted at West Bexington. Breeding strongly suspected at Cogden but again, 
no young were seen this year.  
 
PINTAIL     Anas acuta   
Uncommon winter visitor 
 
All records West Bexington  See Wildfowl Table 
 
Similar number to 2020. 
 
COMMON TEAL    Anas crecca   
Common winter visitor 
 
All records West Bexington  See Wildfowl Table 
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COMMON POCHARD   Aythya ferina   
Scarce winter visitor 
 
West Bexington   1 on 2nd Mar. 
 
Just one record. 
 
No longer considered a common visitor and removed from the Wildfowl Table. 
 
TUFTED DUCK    Aythya fuligula   
Winter visitor 
 
All records West Bexington  See Wildfowl Table  
 
The wintering flock peaked at 83 on the 3rd Feb, but only at 19 in the second winter period. 
 
Two broods were noted at West Bexington in 2021. 
 
AYTHYA HYBRID 
 

A hybrid Tufted Duck x Greater Scaup was present with the Tufted Duck flock on  
1st February. It was the same bird that has been returning to Abbotsbury Swannery for a 
number of years and was last seen here in February 2016.  
 

   
 
 Hybrid Scaup x Tufted Duck (West Bexington 1st February 2021) 
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COMMON SCOTER   Melanitta nigra   
Winter visitor and offshore migrant 
 
Monthly Maxima and Monthly Bird Day Total West Bexington and Cogden 

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 

30  12 27 29 12 20 10 9 9 2 3 

47  25 120 119 29 41 13 12 31 4 3 

 
Numbers significantly down on 2020. 
 
LONG-TAILED DUCK   Clangula hyemalis   
Rare winter visitor 
 
Cogden    1 east on 2nd Jan and 1 west with Common Scoter on 26th Mar. 
 
The first records for some time. 
 
GOOSANDER     Mergus merganser  
Formerly rare now scarce winter visitor 
 
West Bexington  2 west on 4th Nov and 2 west on 8th Nov. 
 
RED-BREASTED MERGANSER   Mergus serrator  
Rare winter visitor 
 
Cogden 1 on 25th Apr. 
 
NIGHTJAR     Caprimulgus europaeus  
Rare migrant 
 
Cogden   1 on 30th Apr.  
 
Within the recording area, most Nightjars are found when accidentally flushed while day 
roosting on spring passage. This was again the case this year with a bird that gave 
exceptional views when it flew past within a few metres of its observers in the SSSI. 
 
COMMON SWIFT    Apus apus  
Common spring and autumn migrant but declining 
 

First Seen  25th Apr 
Last Seen 9th Sept 
 
No significant counts; 86 at Cogden on 17th Jun was the highest day count. 
 
GREAT BUSTARD    Otis tarda 
A vagrant from a reintroduction scheme on Salisbury Plain (This species does not 
form part of the West Bexington and Cogden list) 
 
West Bexington  1 flew east on 15th Dec. 
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COMMON CUCKOO   Cuculus canorus 
Scarce migrant 
 
West Bexington 1 on the 28th and 29th Apr, 1 on 8th May, 1 on 18th Jun and 

juvenile birds on 26th Jul and 26th Aug. 
 
Cogden 1 on 6th Jun and juvenile birds on 17th Aug and 28th Aug. 
 
An excellent set of records although none of the birds lingered more than two days. 
 

 
 
Cuckoo (West Bexington 28th April 2021) 
 
STOCK DOVE    Columba oenas 
Resident at West Bexington and seen regularly at Cogden 
 

West Bexington  At least one pair was on territory in 2021.  
 

No significant counts. 
 
WOOD PIGEON    Columba palumbus  
Common resident at West Bexington and Cogden and breeds in good numbers  
 

No confirmed breeding in 2021, but it is sure to have taken place.  
 

No large autumn movements were recorded this year. 3,500 west on 4th Nov was the 
highest day count. 
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COLLARED DOVE    Streptopelia decaocto  
Resident in West Bexington village 
 

West Bexington  A number of pairs were seen displaying / courting around the 
village. No nest sites were noted but breeding is sure to have 
taken place. 

 

No significant counts.  
 
WATER RAIL    Rallus aquaticus 
Winter visitor (recorded at both West Bexington and Cogden, may breed) 
 
Birds regularly heard and occasionally seen in both winter periods. Intriguingly, birds were 
also noted on several dates during the breeding season with a singing male heard at 
Cogden on 19th Apr. 
 
MOORHEN     Gallinula chloropus 
Locally common resident  
 
Recorded regularly at West Bexington and Cogden throughout the year. Breeding 
confirmed at West Bexington (at least two pairs) and strongly suspected at Cogden. 
 
COMMON COOT    Fulica atra 
Locally common resident (numbers increase briefly late winter, but birds then 
disperse to breeding areas) 
 
Breeding confirmed at West Bexington (at least two pairs) and, as with the previous 
species, strongly suspected at Cogden. 
 
Max Count:  West Bexington - 20 on 23rd Mar. 
 
 
LITTLE GREBE    Tachybaptus ruficollis  
Locally common breeding bird and occasional winter visitor  
 
West Bexington  At least 2 territories.  
 
Cogden   At least 1 territory  
 
Breeding confirmed at West Bexington with at least two broods raised. 
 
A bird was on the Mere on 24th Dec and birds were on territory singing by 21st Feb. 
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Little Grebe and chick (West Bexington 2nd July 2021) 
 
GREAT CRESTED GREBE  Podiceps cristatus  
Winter visitor (Records usually refer to birds feeding at sea on calm days)  
 
Birds were noted off West Bexington and Cogden feeding at sea. 
 
Monthly Maxima and Monthly Bird Day Totals 

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 

13 1 3 2 1  3   2 2 1 

21 1 11 8 3  3   3 8 5 

 
Annual trend (2000 onwards) 
 

Year 

2
0

2
1
 

2
0

2
0
 

2
0

1
9
 

2
0

1
8
 

2
0

1
7
 

2
0

1
6
 

2
0

1
5
 

2
0

1
4
 

2
0

1
3
 

2
0

1
2
 

2
0

1
1
 

2
0

1
0
 Pre-

2010
Avg. 

Total Bird 
Days 

63 78 69 88 78 117 163 31 120 190 179 144 48 

 

Seen regularly when conditions allowed but, other than in January, not in particularly high 
numbers.13 on 1st Jan was the highest day count. 
  
As in recent years, there was a mid-summer record. 
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STONE CURLEW    Burhinus oedicnemus 
Rare passage migrant 
 

Cogden 1 during the morning of 22nd Apr. 
 
With just five birds recorded in the last 10 years this remains a very rare migrant here.  
 

  
 
Stone Curlew (Cogden 22nd April 2021) 
 
OYSTERCATCHER   Haematopus ostralegus 
Uncommon passage migrant 
 

Monthly Maxima and Monthly Bird Day Totals at West Bexington and Cogden 

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 

 1 1  9 1 10 3   3  

 2 1  13 1 20 14   5  

 
As usual, most sightings noted in late spring and summer.  
 
10 west on 18th July was noteworthy for this site. 
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NORTHERN LAPWING   Vanellus vanellus 
Scarce winter visitor, usually in hard weather (formerly bred in small numbers) 
 

West Bexington  5 on 7th Jan, up to 160 lingered from 9th to 15th Feb and 1 on  
 3rd Mar. Then, 1 on 5th Nov, around 60 on 22nd Nov, singles on  

29th Nov, 14th Dec and 16th Dec with 32 seen on 19th Dec. 
 
Cogden  5 on 23rd Aug and 9 on 15th Dec. 
   
No hard weather movements in 2021. 
 
GOLDEN PLOVER     Pluvialis apricaria  
Scarce winter visitor, usually in hard weather 
 

West Bexington  2 on 1st Jan, circa. 100 on 5th and 6th Jan, 5 on 7th Jan,  
 1 on 9th Jan, 5 on 25th Jan and 3 on 5th Feb. Over 100 birds 

lingered from 9th to 18th Feb showing most days. Then, 1 on 
24th Nov.  

  
Cogden 1 heard on 6th Oct,  
 
As with Lapwing, no hard weather movements.  
 
GREY PLOVER     Pluvialis squatarola  
Scarce winter visitor 
 

West Bexington  1 remained on the Mere from 9th to 24th Feb. 
 
Cogden 3 east on 21st Apr. 
 

A lingering Grey Plover is unusual here, but the bird had a leg injury which may have been 
a contributing factor to its 16 day stay. 
 

 

Grey Plover 
 
(West 
Bexington 
9th February 
2021) 
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RINGED PLOVER    Charadrius hiaticula 
Regular winter visitor and passage migrant, has bred recently 
 

Monthly Maxima at West Bexington and Cogden  

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 

1 2  3 9 1 1 37 3    

 
Max Count: Cogden - 37 birds flew east on 12th Aug, an exceptional day count here. 
 

LITTLE RINGED PLOVER   Charadrius dubius 
Scarce passage migrant 
 

West Bexington 1 on 2nd Apr. 
 
No autumn sightings again this year. 
 

 
 
Little Ringed Plover (West Bexington 2nd April 2021) 
 
WHIMBREL     Numenius phaeopus 
Regular passage migrant mainly in spring 
 
Monthly Maxima and Monthly Bird Day Totals West Bexington and Cogden 

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 

   41 22 3 1 3 2    

   250 117 4 3 8 2    

 
Most birds were recorded passing through, but up to 5 birds lingered from 12th to 22nd May. 
  
Numbers up on 2020 with 41 on 25th April the highest day count. 
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EURASIAN CURLEW   Numenius arquata 
Uncommon visitor, mainly in spring and autumn 
 
West Bexington 1 east on 22nd Feb, 5 on 4th Mar, 1 on 27th Apr,  

1 east on 8th May and 3 east on 22nd Jun. 
 
Cogden 3 east on 1st Mar and 6 north on 27th Apr. 
 
An average year. 
 
BLACK-TAILED GODWIT   Limosa limosa 
Scare (but increasing) passage migrant and winter visitor 
 
West Bexington 1 on 9th May on Big Pond and 14 flew east on 4th Sept. 
 

 
 
Black-tail Godwit (West Bexington 9th May 2021) 
 
BAR-TAILED GODWIT   Limosa lapponica 
Uncommon passage migrant 
 
West Bexington 16 east on 23rd Apr, 5 east on 8th May with singles on 9th May 

and 1st Jun. Then, 2 on 12th Aug and 4 west on 15th Sept. 
 
Cogden 173 east on 21st Apr, 15 on 22 Apr, 24 on 23rd Apr and 

 2 on 25th Apr. 
 

There was a large movement of Bar-tailed Godwits through Dorset on 21st and 22nd April 
of which the sightings here were just a small part. 
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TURNSTONE    Arenaria interpres 
Scare passage migrant mainly in spring 
 
West Bexington  1 on 31st May and 2 on 14th Sept. 

 
Cogden   Singles on 25th Apr, 7th May, 23rd Aug, 25th Aug and 1st Sept. 
 
One or more of these birds may have lingered.  
 
KNOT      Calidris canutus  
Scare passage migrant 
 
West Bexington  One on the Mere on 17th Mar.  
 
 
SANDERLING    Calidris alba 
Regular spring and occasional autumn migrant 
 
Monthly Maxima and Monthly Bird Day Totals at West Bexington and Cogden 

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 

   5 82 18 2 4 3  3  

   11 212 45 5 6 9  3  

 
As usual, a strong spring bias to records. A total of 82 on 19th May was the highest day 
count. Coincidentally, the May Bird Day count was exactly that recorded in 2020. 
 
Sanderling are rarely recorded in winter here so, 3 birds on 23rd November was unusual. 
 
DUNLIN     Calidris alpina 
Regular spring and autumn migrant but in small numbers 
 

 

Monthly Maxima and Monthly Bird Day Totals at West Bexington and Cogden 

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 

 4 1 3 43 1 2 5 5  1  

 9 1 4 83 1 2 13 14  1  

 
The passage in May was noteworthy. 
 
WOODCOCK    Scolopax rusticola 
Scarce winter visitor, usually in hard weather 
 
Cogden   A single bird was seen on 31st Jan and 8th Feb. 
 
Mild conditions in both winter periods resulted in just two sightings of presumably the same 
bird that was disturbed from the same area of scrub. 
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JACK SNIPE    Lymnocryptes minimus 
Scarce winter visitor 
 

West Bexington Just 1 from the beginning of the year rising to 2 by 15th Jan, at 
least 3 on 4th Mar and 4 from 23rd Mar to 2nd Apr. 

 Then, 1 (possibly 2) on 19th Nov. 
  
Cogden   2 on 13th Jan, 1 on 25th Jan and 1 on 29th Oct. 
 
The second winter period was extremely mild and it is likely that the two sighting were just 
passage birds. Additionally, the birds favoured wintering area has become overgrown with 
rush and phragmites. It is hoped that some management of the habitat might be possible 
in the summer of 2022. 
 
 
COMMON SNIPE    Gallinago gallinago  
Common winter visitor 
 
 

Monthly Maxima at West Bexington and Cogden 

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 

32 34 19 15   1  2 14 11 9 

 
Some of the lowest counts recorded here for many years. As with the previous species, 
the exceptionally warm weather in the second winter period is likely to have been a factor. 
At that time of year birds usually forced to move south and to the coast needing to escape 
the harsher conditions elsewhere. 
 
COMMON SANDPIPER   Actitis hypoleucos 
Uncommon migrant 
 

West Bexington  Single birds on 11th Apr, 12th Apr, 23rd Apr, 27th Apr, 29th Apr 
and 18th May. Then, 1 on 18th Jul, 3 on 20th Jul and 3 on  

 25th Jul. 
 
Cogden Single birds on 14th and 16th Jul.   
 
Another average year. 
 
GREEN SANDPIPER   Tringa ochropus 
Scarce migrant 
 

West Bexington  One on 22nd and 23rd Jun. Then, one on 3rd Sept. 
 
A poor year. 
 
COMMON REDSHANK   Tringa totanus  
Scarce migrant and occasional winter visitor 
 
West Bexington Singles on 4th and 19th Mar. 2 on 24th Mar. 

 
No winter records again in 2021. 
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KITTIWAKE     Rissa tridactyla 
Uncommon visitor in small numbers throughout the year and usually associated 
with stormy weather 
 

West Bexington 1 on Jan 31st, 2 east on 3rd May, 57 east on 10th May, 3 east on 
1st Jun, 2 east on 30th Jul, 2 on 14th Aug, 1 on Aug 15th, 1 on 
20th Aug, 1 on 26th Sept, 1 on 17th Oct, 17 east on 18th Oct with 
singles on 20th and 26th Oct.  

 
Cogden 8 west on 25th Mar, 276 through on 26th Mar, 39 on 20th May, 
 8 on 21st May, 4 east on 26th Sept, 18 on 28th Sept,  
 27 on 10th Oct and 19 east on 19th Oct.  
  
A juvenile bird on 14th Aug was colour ringed. See Page 64.  
 
BLACK-HEADED GULL   Chroicocephalus ridibundus 
Common migrant and winter visitor. Regular in summer 
 

Seen throughout the year.  
 
Max Count: West Bexington - 1,900 on 22nd Feb. 
 
LITTLE GULL    Hydrocoloeus minutus 
Scarce migrant and winter visitor 
 

Cogden A 2nd calendar year bird east on 16th May and another lingered 
on 31st Aug. An unaged bird reported flying east on 30th Sept.  

 
LAUGHING GULL    Larus atricilla 
Rare vagrant 
 

West Bexington 1 on 17th Mar (and probably on the 10th Mar). 
 
This British rarity was only the second recorded at West Bexington. See Page 67. 
 

 

Laughing Gull 
 
(West 
Bexington on 
17th March 2021) 
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MEDITERRANEAN GULL        Larus melanocephalus 
Common visitor, mainly in winter 
 
Monthly Maxima and Monthly Bird Day Totals West Bexington 

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 

300 200 4 6 7 6 18 8 40 840 23 10 

456 604 22 15 15 16 122 27 144 1498 98 33 

 
The Bird Day total was 20% up on 2020.  
 
There was a large movement east on 18th Oct that seemed to be birds that had moved into 
Lyme Bay to feed returning east to the Portland/Weymouth area.  
 

 
 
Mediterranean Gull (West Bexington 26th December 2021) 
 
COMMON GULL    Larus canus 
Common winter visitor (formerly one of the commonest gulls in the winter gull 
roost) 
 

Common throughout both winter periods with 2,000+ birds recorded on several dates in 
January. 
 
GREAT BLACK-BACKED GULL  Larus marinus 
Resident in small numbers but does not breed (numbers can increase in stormy 
weather)  
 

Recorded on most days with daily counts usually into double figures.   
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GLAUCOUS GULL    Larus hyperboreus 
Rare winter visitor 
 
West Bexington Second calendar year birds were seen on 12th Jan, 18th Feb 

and 28th Feb.  
 

 
 

 
 
Glaucous Gulls (West Bexington 12th January and 18th February 2021) 
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HERRING GULL    Larus argentatus argenteus 
Common breeding resident 
 
19 nests were counted in the small rooftop colony at West Bexington, most contained 
young. 
 
Significant counts: West Bexington/Cogden - Many thousands of birds lingered mid-
October attracted by whitebait. Up to 5,000 birds were estimated to be present on  
17th October, it might well have been more. 
 
CASPIAN GULL    Larus cachinnans 
Rare visitor 
 
West Bexington A 1st winter bird on 25th Sept. 
 

 
 
Caspian Gull (West Bexington 25th September 2021)  
 
On first views, not a classic example of this species. However, plumage detail was perfect 
and its odd proportions seemed to be entirely due to its continuously open gape which 
seemed to be caused by a trauma or infection.  
 
As this species has spread west in the last few decades, early ópioneersô were noted 
breeding with Herring Gulls. When mature, the mixed offspring then sometimes bred with 
Caspian Gulls creating a óback-crossô. Caspian Gulls with mixed genes are sometimes 
encountered, but this does not appear to be the case with this bird.    
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YELLOW-LEGGED GULL   Larus michahellis  
Uncommon autumn visitor 
 
West Bexington There were odd reports of 2nd and 3rd calendar year birds on West  
and Cogden Bexington Mere during the first half of the year, with a 4th calendar 

year bird (3rd winter) seen on 11th February.  
Juvenile birds began to arrive from 11th July, a few days later than last 
year. From then until 19th October there were 25 sightings, but some 
would have been of lingering birds and so duplication was inevitable. 

 

 

 
Juvenile Yellow-legged Gull (Cogden 28th July 2021) 
 
LESSER BLACK-BACKED GULL Larus fuscus graeselli 
Regular winter visitor in relatively small numbers 
 

Recorded regularly in both winter periods but only in small numbers. 
 
Max Count: West Bexington - 31 on 24th Mar. 
 

Intermedius Lesser Black-backed Gull Larus fuscus intermedius  
 
West Bexington  Single birds on 4th Mar and 21st Mar with 3 on 28th Mar.  
and Cogen   1 on 5th Apr, 2 on 15th Apr, 1 on 17th Aug and 1 on 14th Sept. 
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SANDWICH TERN    Thalasseus sandvicensis 
Frequent spring and autumn migrant 
 
 

All records West Bexington and Cogden 
Monthly Maxima and Monthly Bird Day Totals 

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 

  14 12 4 14 10 8 4 5   

  18 75 13 22 23 43 12 7   
 

First sighting   15th Mar 
Last Sighting  13th Oct 
 
Fewer sightings than in 2020. 
 
Once again, this species was most prevalent in April. 
 
LITTLE TERN    Sternula albifrons 
Uncommon spring migrant 
 

West Bexington  1 on 27th Jun. 
 
Cogden   2 lingered on 28th Apr and eventually flew east. 
 
Just two records, but this diminutive tern is easily missed. 
 
 
COMMON TERN    Sterna hirundo 
A common spring migrant and summer visitor  
 

This species is only regularly recorded in summer when the nearby breeding colony at 
Abbotsbury Swannery becomes established. When this colony fails there is a 
corresponding reduction in sightings of this species and other terns.  
 

All records West Bexington and Cogden 
Monthly Maxima and Monthly Bird Day Totals 

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 

   40 17 14 15  4    

   52 20 94 72  4    
 

First sighting   23rd Apr 
Last Sighting  9th Sept 
 
40 recorded on 26th April. 
 
Juveniles were seen from 15th July. 
 
Fewer sightings than usual. 
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ARCTIC TERN    Sterna paradisaea  
Uncommon migrant 
 
West Bexington  3 on 25th Apr (also seen at Cogden). 
 
Cogden   1 on 3rd May  
 
SOUTH POLAR SKUA   Stercorarius maccormicki 
Rare vagrant 
 
West Bexington 1 lingered from 27th Jan to 4th Feb 1996. 
 
This bird has just been accepted as the first record for Britain. 
 
A full account will be published in the 2022 report. 
 
GREAT SKUA    Stercorarius skua 
Uncommon migrant in spring and autumn 
 
West Bexington 9 birds noted between 23rd Mar and 16th May, all moving east.  
and Cogden 1 lingered off the Coastguard Cottages on 22nd Jul. Then, 
 5 birds were logged flying west between 4th and 29th Oct. 
 
Another good year, although there were no large day counts. 
 
POMARINE SKUA    Stercorarius pomarinus 
Uncommon migrant in spring and autumn 
 
West Bexington 2 east on 10th May. 
 

Just one record again this year. 
 
ARCTIC SKUA    Stercorarius parasiticus 
Regular but uncommon migrant in spring and autumn 
 
West Bexington 5 birds between 21st and 28th Apr, all east. 13 birds between the  
and Cogden 3rd and 23rd May, all east except for 1 west on 20th and 2 sat on 

the sea on 21st. Then, 2 west on 11th Aug, 2 on 28th Sept, 2 on  
 30th Sept with 8 between 4th and 19th Oct. 
 

COMMON GUILLEMOT   Uria aalge 
Uncommon visitor usually early and late winter 
 

West Bexington Just single figure counts in either winter period.   
and Cogden   
 
 

RAZORBILL     Alca torda 
Uncommon visitor usually early and late winter 
 

West Bexington Other than 20 counted on 24th Nov, just single figure counts 
and Cogden   in either winter period.   
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RED-THROATED DIVER   Gavia stellata 
Fairly common winter visitor (records refer to birds settled on the sea or flying close 
inshore to a different feeding area) 
 

Monthly Maxima and Monthly Bird Day Totals at West Bexington and Cogden 

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 

28 3 4 3 1     1 12 3 

64 4 15 11 2     1 77 11 
 

Annual trends (1998 onwards) 
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A record year with the annual Bird Day count 30% higher than the previous high count 
recorded in 2019.  
 
75% of the birds were recorded in January and November. 
 
BLACK-THROATED DIVER  Gavia arctica  
Rare winter visitor 
 
West Bexington  One briefly on 8th Nov. 
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GREAT NORTHERN DIVER  Gavia immer  
Scarce winter visitor 
 
West Bexington Singles on 15th Mar, 24th Mar, 7th Apr, 20th Apr, 25th Apr,   
and Cogden 28th Apr and 3rd May. 3 west on 21st May, 1 on  
 22nd May, 1 on 6th Jun, 1 on 29th Jun and 1 on 30th Jun. Then, 

singles on 26th Sept, 24th Nov and 1st Dec.   
 
So, in summary, 14 bird days in spring and 3 in autumn.  
 
As in 2020, a good set of records.  
 
STORM PETREL    Hydrobates pelagicus  
Rare summer visitor/passage migrant 
 
Cogden 1 on 21st May, 2 on 23rd May and 1 on 24th May. 
 
Stormy conditions brought these birds (and others) into Lyme Bay. 
 
NORTHERN FULMAR   Fulmarus glacialis  
Regular visitor (Birds breed nearby on cliffs at Burton Bradstock) 
 
 

Monthly Maxima and Monthly Bird Day Totals West Bexington and Cogden 

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 

1  1 2 21 3 8 3     

2  1 2 42 11 10 1     

 
As usual, most birds were noted during the nest prospecting/breeding season. This 
species is thought to be significantly under-recorded. 
 
21 through on 3rd May was noteworthy. 
 
MANX SHEARWATER   Puffinus puffinus 
Fairly common passage migrant in spring and early summer 
 
Monthly Maxima and Monthly Bird Day Totals West Bexington and Cogden 

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 

  12 113 368  15 3     

  14 205 736  25 3     

 
There were three 100+ counts in May with 368 east on 3rd May the highest. 
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BALEARIC SHEARWATER  Puffinus mauretanicus  
Rare late summer visitor/passage migrant 
 
Monthly Maxima and Monthly Bird Day Totals West Bexington and Cogden 

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 

       15 19 1   

       31 25 1   

 
An average year although, there was a large movement of several hundred shearwaters 
east on 23rd August of which only 15 birds were close enough to identify. Judging by 
counts of Balearic Shearwaters passing Portland a little later, it is likely that all will have 
been this species. 
 
NORTHERN GANNET   Morus bassanus  
Frequent visitor offshore throughout the year 
 
Monthly Maxima and Monthly Bird Day Totals West Bexington and Cogden 

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 

2 6 500 17 104 19 76 25 300 19 12 2 

2 12 609 101 198 41 154 101 450 61 34 3 

 
Significant Counts:  West Bexington - 300+ on 30th Sept, Cogden - 500+ on 26th Mar.  
 
EUROPEAN SHAG    Phalacrocorax aristotelis   
Scarce visitor  
 

West Bexington Juveniles on 13th Aug and 17th Aug. Then, 1 on 28th Aug and  
 1 on 8th Sept. 
 
Cogden An adult west on 21st Sept. 
 
GREAT CORMORANT   Phalacrocorax carbo  
Common visitor with 2 or 3 birds seen on most days flying past West Bexington. 
Sometimes noted flying inland through the Grove, possibly en route to the fish farm 
at Berwick  
 
Seen most days but no notable counts in 2021.  
 
27 on 23rd Aug and 24 on 13th Sept were the highest day counts. 
 
 
Continental Cormorant   Phalacrocorax carbo sinensis 
 
West Bexington  1 on 10th Sept. 
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CATTLE EGRET    Bubulcus ibis   
Rare migrant and visitor 
 
West Bexington  1 on 28th May. 
 
The only record of the year. 
 

 
 
Cattle Egret (West Bexington 28th May 2021) 
 
GREY HERON    Ardea cinerea   
Scarce visitor (most records seem to relate to the post breeding dispersal of family 
groups, just the odd one or two wandering birds noted at other times of the year) 
 

Monthly Maxima and Monthly Bird Day Totals at West Bexington and Cogden 

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 

 1 1 2 1 1 1 1 3 1 1  

 3 2 5 3 2 5 7 6 6 1  

 
Numbers down on 2020 and no family groups noted this year, 
 
GREAT WHITE EGRET   Ardea alba   
Scarce visitor but becoming more regular 
 

West Bexington  1 flew up the Grove over Gorselands early in the mornings  
    of the 2nd and 6th Jan. Presumably heading to Bride Valley Fish 
    Farm 
 
Cogden   1 northwest over Cogden on 11th Oct. 
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LITTLE EGRET    Egretta garzetta   
Uncommon visitor (despite suitable habitat, birds do not usually linger here) 
 
Monthly Maxima and Monthly Bird Day Totals at West Bexington and Cogden 

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 

1 1 1 2 5 1 1 3 3 2 2 1 

1 1 1 12 10 3 4 10 14 5 9 1 
 

An average year with no significant counts. 
 
EURASIAN SPARROWHAWK  Accipiter nisus   
Fairly common resident (breeds at both West Bexington and Cogden and often seen 
hunting the area) 
 
A similar status to 2020 with single birds seen throughout the year. No evidence of 
breeding. 
 
MARSH HARRIER    Circus aeruginosus 
Scarce (formerly rare) winter visitor 
 
West Bexington An adult female regularly from 7th Feb to 29th Mar.  
 Then, an adult female on 21st Aug, a juvenile on 28th Aug and a 

juvenile on several dates from 19th to 28th Nov. 
 

Cogden Singles on 11th Sept and 17th Sept.  
 
 
HARRIER SPECIES 
 
West Bexington A óringtailô Harrier was seen briefly and at distance on 20th July. 

The bird was presumably a Hen Harrier although at this time of 
year a rarer species cannot be ruled out. 

 
 
RED KITE     Milvus milvus 
Uncommon but increasing passage migrant  
 
West Bexington Singles on 8th Feb, 18th Mar, 3rd Apr, and 10th Apr. 2 on 28th 

May, 4 east on 29th May, 1 on 30th May, 1 on 31st May,  
 2 on 9th Jun, singles on 14th Jun, 19th Jul, 23rd Jul and 29th Jul.  
 Then, one from 10th Oct to 12th Oct with another on   
 4th and 5th Nov. 
  
Cogden 1 on 1st Mar and 1 on 27th May,  
 
An average year. 
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WHITE-TAILED EAGLE   Haliaeetus albicilla 
A vagrant from a reintroduction scheme on the Isle of Wight (This species does not 
form part of the West Bexington and Cogden list) 
 

Cogden   One from the reintroduction scheme (tagged G547) passed  
    southwest over Cogden and then flew west along the coast and 
    into Devon on 18th Sept.  
 
This bird was tracked using a satellite transmitter and its appearance was sadly 
unwitnessed. It must have been an amazing sight. 
 

 
 
Track of reintroduced White-tailed Eagle G547 on 18th and 19th September 2021 
 

COMMON BUZZARD   Buteo buteo  
Common resident and passage migrant (often seen hunting over the area and 
sometimes breeds)  
 
Although displaying birds were noted at West Bexington and Cogden and young birds 
soliciting food were heard calling at both sites, there was no firm evidence of breeding 
within the recording area in 2021. 
 
Five on 22nd Jan was the highest day count. 
 
BARN OWL     Tyto alba 
Scarce visitor breeding occasionally 
 

West Bexington Only one bird was seen throughout the year until, intriguingly, 
two birds were photographed together on 26th Aug. It is unclear 
from the image whether the two birds were adults or young but 
if young they were fully fledged. 
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TAWNY OWL    Strix aluco  
Uncommon resident 
 

West Bexington Confirmed breeding at two sites with three young seen. 
 
Cogden Confirmed breeding at one site with one young seen. 
 
An excellent year.  
 
One of the West Bexington pair and the Cogden pair had made use of nest boxes. 
Unusually, the other West Bexington pair had nested in a bucket suspended from the 
ceiling of a barn. 
 
SHORT-EARED OWL   Asio flammeus 
Rare winter visitor 
 

West Bexington  One lingered and was seen on several dates between  
    29th Nov and 3rd Dec. (Probably the bird seen at Cogden in  
    Nov). 
 
Cogden One on 29th Apr and 1 on 23rd Nov. 
 
A reasonable set of sightings. 
 
WRYNECK     Jynx torquilla  
Scarce passage migrant 
 
West Bexington  1 on 25th Aug. 
 
Cogden   1 on 26th Aug and 1 on 2nd Sept 
 
None lingered. 
 
GREAT SPOTTED WOODPECKER Dendrocopos major 
Uncommon resident, a breeding bird at both West Bexington and Cogden 
 
Seen regularly at both sites. 
 
West Bexington  A Juvenile was seen on 17th Jun   
 
GREEN WOODPECKER   Picus viridis 
Uncommon resident, a breeding bird at both West Bexington and Cogden 
 

Seen and heard regularly at both sites. 
 

West Bexington  A Juvenile in the Market Garden on 11th Aug. 
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COMMON KESTREL   Falco tinnunculus  
Fairly common resident (birds seen hunting over the area all year)  
 
Individual birds were seen at West Bexington and Cogden throughout the year. 
 
Two pairs bred successfully at West Bexington. The nest site of one pair was again visible 
and easily monitored. At least two fully fledged young were eventually seen to leave the 
nest. 
 

MERLIN     Falco columbarius 
Scarce winter visitor and passage migrant 
 
West Bexington Singles on 8th Jan, 2nd Apr and 31st Aug.  
  
 
Cogden Singles on 28th Mar, 29th Mar and 7th Oct.   
 
Mostly passage birds with just one winter record. 
 
EURASIAN HOBBY   Falco subbuteo 
Fairly common passage migrant  
 
West Bexington  Singles on 30th Apr, 7th May, 22nd May, 10th Jun and 16th Jun.  
 2 on 22nd Aug, 1 on 30th Aug, 1 on 1st Sept, 1 on 8th Sept, 9th 

and 10th Sept, 1 on 13th Sept, 1 on 1st Oct with 1 on 16th Oct. 
 
Cogden Singles on 23rd, 29th and 30th Mar. 1 on 4th Jun, 1 on 14th Aug, 

2 on 21st Aug, 2 on 24th Aug, 1 on 31st Aug, 1 on 11th Sept and 
1 on 21st Sept. 

 
A good series of sightings and an increase on 2020. 
 
PEREGRINE FALCON   Falco peregrinus   
Fairly common visitor (mostly winter but also other times of the year)  
 
West Bexington  1 on 7th Jan, 1 on 5th Feb, 2 (together) on 17th Feb and again 

on 23rd Feb. 1 on 24th Mar, 1 on 1st Apr, 1 on 27th Apr,  
 1 on 11th May, 1 on 25th May, 1 on 28th May, 1 on 3rd Oct, 1 on 

21st Oct, 1 on 1st Nov, 1 on 11th Dec and 1 on 14th Dec.  
 
Cogden   Singles on 15th Mar, 9th Apr, 17th Apr, 23rd Apr, 2nd May,  
    13th Aug, 17th Aug, 25th Aug and 2nd Nov.  
 
RED-BACKED SHRIKE   Lanius collurio  
Rare passage migrant 
 

West Bexington  A first winter bird on 24th and 25th Aug. 
 
Cogden   An adult female on 4th Jun.  
 
Last yearôs Red-backed Shrike was the first seen in the recording area for 30 years. So, it 
was quite remarkable that two were found in 2021. 
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JAY      Garrulus glandarius 
Scarce winter visitor and sometimes resident 
 

West Bexington Up to 2 birds were seen throughout the year in and around the 
nature reserve. Three were seen on 5th, 11th and 17th Oct. 

 
Cogden 1 on 8th Feb and 2 on 11th Sept. 
 
No influxes this year. 
 
MAGPIE     Pica pica 
Common resident at both West Bexington and Cogden  
 

Bred at West Bexington and Cogden in 2021.  
 

Significant Counts:   West Bexington - 20 on 19th Feb 
 

EURASIAN JACKDAW   Coloeus monedula 
Scarce breeding bird and common winter visitor 
 

Bred at West Bexington in 2021.  
 

No significant counts; Circa. 700 at Cogden on 12th Oct was the highest day count.  
 

ROOK     Corvus frugilegus 
Frequent visitor all year, but does not breed within the recording area ( birds seen 
feeding at West Bexington presumably originate from the Puncknowle rookery, but 
birds occasionally seen flying in from the west or the east, pointing to birds from 
further afield) 
 

No significant counts; 200+ on 9th Jul was the highest day count. 
  
CARRION CROW    Corvus corone  
Common resident at both West Bexington and Cogden. Breeds in small numbers 
 

Bred at West Bexington (several pairs) and Cogden in 2021. 
 

No significant counts. 
 

COMMON RAVEN    Corvus corax 
Uncommon visitor to both West Bexington and Cogden  
 
Monthly Maxima and Monthly Bird Day Totals West Bexington and Cogden  

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 

3 4 2 3 1 2 2 3 2 3 3 3 

12 11 12 18 3 2 6 13 14 22 9 13 
 

A similar picture to 2020. 
 
COAL TIT     Periparus ater 
Uncommon resident at both West Bexington and Cogden  
 

West Bexington Seen infrequently and only heard singing on a handful of 
occasions. 

 

This species continues to be recorded in low numbers. 
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BLUE TIT     Cyanistes caeruleus 
Common resident at both West Bexington and Cogden  
 

Breeding confirmed at West Bexington and Cogden in 2021. 
 

GREAT TIT     Parus major 
Common resident at both West Bexington and Cogden  
 

Breeding confirmed at West Bexington and Cogden in 2021. 
. 
BEARDED TIT     Panurus biarmicus 
Locally frequent winter visitor, mainly to West Bexington 
 

 
West Bexington 2 (male and female) present from 17th Oct to 16th Nov at least 

and perhaps visiting Cogden on 4th Nov. 
 
Cogden 2 (male and female) on 4th Nov. 
 
 

 
 
Bearded Tit (West Bexington 14th November 2021) 
 
WOODLARK    Lullula arborea  
Rare visitor/passage migrant 
 
West Bexington  1 flew west calling on 22nd Sept. 
 
Cogden   2 west on 12th Oct. 
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SKYLARK     Alauda arvensis 
Common resident and winter visitor at both West Bexington and Cogden  
 

An attempt was made to survey territories this year, but with multiple singing birds in 
suitable habitat and a non-invasive approach to nest detection, we felt the results did not 
reflect the true population. It became obvious however that both West Bexington and 
Cogden hold healthy breeding populations with 10-20 territories at each site. 
 

No significant counts; 250 west on 12th Oct was the highest day count. 
 
Only wintered in low numbers. 
 
SAND MARTIN    Riparia riparia 
Frequent migrant in spring and autumn 
 

First Seen 26th Feb.  
Last Seen 31st Aug. 
 

Significant Counts:  West Bexington - 832 west on 9th Jul. 
 
The February arrival date is noteworthy and was matched by other sites in Dorset. 
 

BARN SWALLOW    Hirundo rustica 
Common migrant in spring and autumn 
 

First Seen 24th Mar  
Last Seen 4th Nov. 
 

Attempted to breed at West Bexington in 2021.  
 

Significant Counts: West Bexington - Circa. 3,000 east on 8th Sept. 
-  Circa. 2,000 east on 21st Sept.  

   
HOUSE MARTIN    Delichon urbica 
Common migrant in spring and autumn 
 

First Seen 1st Apr.           
Last Seen 16th Sept. 
 

Significant Counts: West Bexington - 1,300 west on 31st Aug. 
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CETTI`S WARBLER   Cettia cetti 
Uncommon and local resident at West Bexington and Cogden 
 

The population seems to be stable at around 13 territories.  
 

 
 

 

LONG-TAILED TIT     Aegithalos caudatus 
Common resident at both West Bexington and Cogden  
 

Breeding confirmed at both West Bexington and Cogden in 2021. 
 

Feeding parties were seen regularly during the year, but there were no flocks over ten. 
 
 
WOOD WARBLER    Phylloscopus sibilatrix 
Rare passage migrant 
 

West Bexington  1 briefly on 26th Aug. 
 
Cogden   1 on 30th Apr. 
 
The bird on the 26th Aug was particularly noteworthy. We have no record of an autumn 
migrant here before.  
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Wood Warbler (West Bexington 26th August 2021) 
 
 
WILLOW WARBLER   Phylloscopus trochilus 
Common passage migrant   
 

First Seen 30th Mar 
Last Seen 21st Sept 
 
Migration: There were major movements of birds on 13th Apr with at least 100 birds  
  seen, and again on the 18th with another 50+ birds noted across the  
  recording area. Returning birds started to arrive from 22nd Jul but most day 
  counts were in single figures apart from 23 recorded on 23rd Aug. 
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COMMON CHIFFCHAFF   Phylloscopus collybita 
Common breeding summer visitor and passage migrant. Uncommon winter visitor 
 

West Bexington  No counts of territories in 2021, but confirmed breeding at both  
and Cogden   sites. 
 
First Seen  4th Mar 
Last Seen 19th Oct  
 

Wintering birds:       West Bexington - Two or three birds seen regularly throughout the  
and Cogden first winter period. Fewer in the second, but still 

recorded most days. 
 
Migration: The first arrival of spring migrants occurred on 4th Mar but it and subsequent 
  day counts remained in single figures. There were good day counts of  
  autumn migrants however with 50+ on 16th Sept and many double figure  
  counts in both Sept and Oct. 
 
Siberian Chiffchaff    Phylloscopus collybita tristis 
 
West Bexington Single birds on 13th Mar, 14th Nov, 2nd Dec and 10th Dec. 
 
Cogden 1 bird on 1st Dec. 
 
There was a strong influx of tristis Chiffchaff into Britain late in 2021, of which, our 
sightings were a part. None of our birds appeared to linger although the sightings on the  
2nd and 10th Dec were in exactly the same location and could relate to a bird wintering. 
 

 
 
Siberian Chiffchaff (West Bexington 2nd December 2021) 
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SEDGE WARBLER    Acrocephalus schoenobaenus 
Uncommon breeding summer visitor and locally common passage migrant  
 

West Bexington  Singing birds on 25th Apr and 9th May. Then, 29 bird days 
between 23rd Jul and 26th Sept. 

   
  
Cogden A singing bird on 9th May. Then, 64 bird days between 26th Jul 

and 13th Sept (including 25 on 4th Aug). 
 
First Seen 25th Apr     
Last Seen 26th Sept 
 
Spring passage was poor and this species did not breed within the recording area again 
this year. 
 

 
 
Sedge Warbler (Cogden 4th August 2021) 
 
REED WARBLER    Acrocephalus scirpaceus 
Locally common breeding summer visitor and passage migrant  
 

West Bexington  At least 18 singing males and breeding confirmed.  
 

Cogden At least 19 singing males and breeding confirmed. 
  
First Seen 13th Apr 
Last Seen 12th Oct 
 
A similar count of singing males to 2020.  
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HIPPOLAIS WARBLER Sp.  Hippolais polyglotto or icterina 
Rare passage migrant 
 
Cogden   A Hippolais species was seen very briefly and photographed on 
    26th Jul. It was most likely a Melodious Warbler (Hippolais  
    polyglotto) and hopefully the photographs will be sufficient  
    to prove this to be the case. Either way, this is the first  
    record of a Hippolais species for the recording area. 
 
GRASSHOPPER WARBLER  Locustella naevia 
Scarce passage migrant in spring and autumn 
 
West Bexington 1 reeling bird on 28th Apr. Then, 1 on 3rd Aug, 1 on 17th Sept 

and 2 on 21st Sept. 
 
Cogden 1 on 4th Apr and 4 on 28th Apr. Then, 1 on 11th Sept.  
 
First Seen 4th Apr    
Last Seen 21st Sept 
 
Likely to be under recorded, especially in autumn. 
 

 
 
Grasshopper Warbler (Cogden 4th April 2021) 
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BLACKCAP     Sylvia atricapilla 
Common breeding summer visitor and passage migrant. Uncommon winter visitor 
 

No counts of singing birds, but numbers considered to be in line with recent years and 
breeding confirmed at both West Bexington and Cogden. 
 

First Seen 25th Mar 
Last Seen 22nd Oct 

 

Winter Records West Bexington - Single birds seen from the beginning of  
          the year until 28th Feb. Singles again seen      

                    occasionally from 22nd Nov until year end. 
 

 
 
Recently fledged Blackcap (West Bexington 22nd June 2021) 

 
GARDEN WARBLER   Sylvia borin 
Uncommon passage migrant 
 

West Bexington 1 on 30th Apr was the only spring bird. Then, 1 on 26th Jul, 
 1 on 17th Aug, 2 on 4th Sept, 1 on 7th Sept and 1 on 9th Sept. 
 
Cogden 1 on 23rd Aug. 
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LESSER WHITETHROAT   Sylvia curruca 
Uncommon breeding summer visitor and passage migrant 
  
West Bexington  Up to 3 singing birds with one certain territory.   
 
Cogden   Up to 5 singing birds, but it was unclear whether any were on 
    territory. 
 
Breeding confirmed at West Bexington. 
   
First Seen 14th Apr    
Last Seen 26th Sept 
 
An obvious decline in breeding birds. There were 12 firm territories as recently as 2019. 
 
COMMON WHITETHROAT  Sylvia communis 
Common breeding summer visitor and passage migrant 
 

A formal survey took place this year. 
 
West Bexington 13 territories mapped. Extrapolation into suitable habitat not 

surveyed would suggest up to 25+ territories present. 
 
Cogden  7 territories mapped. Extrapolation into suitable habitat not 

surveyed would suggest up to 15+ territories present. 
 
Breeding confirmed at both sites in 2021.  
    

First Seen 4th Apr 
Last Seen 24th Sept 
 
Largest day counts were on 19th Apr and 23rd Aug 
 
 
FIRECREST     Regulus ignicapilla 
Scarce passage migrant mainly in late autumn and occasional winter visitor 
 

West Bexington Singles on 8th Jan, 5th Feb and 13th Mar. Then, 1 on 15th Oct.  
 
Cogden 2 on 5th Jan, 1 on 7th Jan and 1 on 15th Jan. Then, 1 on  
 11th Sept, 1 on 17th Oct, 1 on 4th Nov and 1 on 11th Dec.  
 
An average year.  
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Firecrest (West Bexington 13th March 2021) 
 
GOLDCREST    Regulus regulus 
Common resident and winter visitor 
 

West Bexington Heard singing in the village and breeding suspected. Recorded 
all year round. 

 

Cogden   Seen and heard regularly. 
 
No confirmed breeding other than a bird seen on 22nd Aug at West Bexington that looked 
recently fledged. 
 
Usually only encountered when foraging outside of the breeding season. 
 
WREN     Troglodytes troglodytes 
Common breeding Bird at West Bexington and Cogden 
 

Successfully bred at West Bexington and Cogden in 2021. 
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COMMON STARLING   Sturnus vulgaris 
Common resident at West Bexington. Also common winter visitor sometimes 
forming large roosts in the reed beds  
 

Breeding confirmed at West Bexington. 
 
Migration 1,000+ through west on 3rd Nov. 
 

Roosts   Cogden - Up to 14,000 in first winter period, up to 35,000 in the second. 
 
The roost ómurmurationsô provided an impressive spectacle especially during November 
when an appreciative crowd was present most evenings.  
 
RING OUZEL    Turdus torquatus 
Scarce migrant 
 

Cogden Birds reported on 6th Apr and 12th Oct. 
 
A poor year. 
 
BLACKBIRD     Turdus merula 
Common resident at West Bexington and Cogden. Also common winter visitor 
 

Breeding confirmed at West Bexington and Cogden in 2021. 
 

No significant counts. 
 
FIELDFARE     Turdus Pilaris 
Uncommon winter visitor although numbers can increase significantly during hard 
weather 
 

West Bexington 1 on 3rd Jan, 2 on 9th Feb and 4 on 14th Nov. 
 
Cogden 230 west on 4th Nov, 1 on 15th Nov and 8 on 1st Dec. 
 

No hard weather movements in 2021.  
 

REDWING     Turdus iliacus   
Uncommon winter visitor although numbers can increase significantly during hard 
weather 
 

West Bexington  Lingering birds included 15 on 2nd Feb rising to 66 on 10th Feb 
    but just 10 on 15th Feb and only single figure counts from then 
    until the 26th Feb. Then, up to 10 from 23rd Nov to 12th Dec. 
     
  

Movements   1,000+ birds west on 10th Dec. 
 
SONG THRUSH    Turdus philomelos 
Common resident at West Bexington and Cogden. Also common winter visitor 
 
Breeding was confirmed at West Bexington and Cogden.  
 
No significant counts. 
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MISTLE THRUSH    Turdus viscivorus 
Uncommon winter visitor and occasional breeding bird 
 

West Bexington A presumed pair was seen on several dates from the beginning 
of the year up until 26th Mar. 1 bird was seen on 24th Apr, 1 on 
26th Jul then, single birds on several dates from 8th Nov to the 
end of the year.  
 

No proof of breeding. 
 
SPOTTED FLYCATCHER   Muscicapa striata 
Uncommon passage migrant mainly in autumn - declining 
 

First Seen  8th May 
Last Seen 25th Sept 
 
West Bexington 14 on 8th May, 2 on 13th May, 1 on 19th May and 1 on 17th Jun.  
 Then, 26 bird days between 24th Aug and 25th Sept. 
 
Cogden 8 on 9th May, 3 on 13th May, 1 on 14th May and 2 on 16th May.  
 Then, 24 bird days between 17th Aug and 15th Sept.   
 
A remarkable year with 82 bird days recorded. 
 

ROBIN     Erithacus rubecula 
Common breeding bird at West Bexington and Cogden, also common winter visitor 
 

Successfully bred at West Bexington and Cogden in 2021.  
 
 
PIED FLYCATCHER   Ficedula hypoleuca 
Scarce passage migrant, mainly in autumn 
 
West Bexington  1 on 24th Aug and 1 on 27th Aug.  
 
Cogden   1 on 24th Aug, 1 on 5th Sept and 1 on 12th Sept. 
 
No spring records but a decent autumn passage. 
 
 

BLACK REDSTART   Phoenicurus ochruros  
Scarce migrant and winter visitor 
 

West Bexington A female on 26th Mar and a female/immature on 29th and  
 30th Oct. 
 
A poor year. 
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COMMON REDSTART   Phoenicurus phoenicurus  
Uncommon passage migrant in spring and autumn 
 

West Bexington 2 on 14th Apr, 2 on 17th Apr, 1 on 18th Apr, 1 on 28th Apr and   
 1 on 7th May. Then, 3 on 24th Aug, 1 on 27th Aug, 1 on 28th Aug, 
 2 on 29th Aug, 1 on 31st Aug, 1 on 6th Sept and 1 on 16th Sept. 
 
Cogden 2 on 30th Apr and 1 on 9th May. Then, 2 on 23rd Aug,  
 4 on 26th Aug, 1 on 29th Aug, 2 on 31st Aug, 1 on 6th Sept,  
 1 on 9th Sept, 2 on 10th Sept, 2 on 12th Sept, 1 on 17th Sept and 

1 on 21st Sept. 
 

First Seen 14th Apr  
Last Seen 21st Sept 
 
WHINCHAT     Saxicola rubetra 
Passage migrant uncommon in spring, common in autumn   
 

First Seen 13th Apr   
Last Seen 10th Oct 
 

Monthly Maxima and Monthly Bird Day Totals West Bexington and Cogden 

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 

   3 2   27 16 9   

   8 7   109 147 22   
 

A great autumn movement with many birds lingering in suitable fields. 
 
COMMON STONECHAT   Saxicola rubicola 
Widespread, but not common resident. Breeds in small numbers 
 

West Bexington  Seven pairs noted and breeding confirmed. 
 
Cogden    At least three pairs noted and breeding confirmed.  
 

 

Leucistic 
Common 
Stonechat  
 
(Cogden 
29th 
September 
2021) 
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NORTHERN WHEATEAR   Oenanthe oenanthe 
Common passage migrant in spring and autumn   
 

First Seen 16th Mar     
Last Seen 29th Oct 
 
 

Monthly Maxima and Monthly Bird Day Totals West Bexington and Cogden 

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 

  7 48 26 1 1 43 27 7   

  59 291 55 1 2 329 201 32   

 
Spring passage over 50% up on 2020.  
 

Significant Counts:   West Bex/Cogden - 48 on 13th Apr and 43 on 24th Aug. 
 

 
 

 
 
    Adult and juvenile Wheatears (West Bexington 28th March and 12th July 2021) 



 52 

HOUSE SPARROW   Passer domesticus 
Locally common resident in West Bexington village, but numbers much reduced 
compared to a decade or two before  
 

Bred around West Bexington village in 2021. 
 

No significant counts. It was difficult to locate any of the usual feeding flocks around the 
village in 2021. 
 
DUNNOCK     Prunella modularis  
Common breeding bird at West Bexington and Cogden 
 

Successfully bred at West Bexington and Cogden in 2021.   
 
YELLOW WAGTAIL   Motacilla flava flavissima 
Passage migrant mainly in autumn 
 

First Seen 31st Mar 
Last Seen 28th Sept 
 

Monthly Maxima and Monthly Bird Day Totals West Bexington and Cogden 

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 

  1 26 2   82 35    

  1 29 2   358 84    
 

The above table reflects birds seen on migration either passing through or feeding in fields 
within the recording area.  
 

The spring records were welcome after a few blank years. Autumn passage was strong 
with high counts of 82 at Cogden on 23rd Aug and 71 at West Bexington on 27th Aug. 
 
GREY WAGTAIL    Motacilla cinerea 
Passage migrant mainly in autumn 
 

Just 6 birds recorded on passage in the autumn. 
 

PIED WAGTAIL    Motacilla alba yarellii 
Regular throughout the year, also common autumn migrant 
   

Successfully bred at West Bexington in 2021. 
 

No significant counts.  
 

White Wagtail     Motacilla alba alba 
 

West Bexington 72 bird days recorded between 31st Mar and 28th Apr. 
 2 on 13th Sept. 
 
Cogden 2 on 25th Aug. 
 
Two ploughed fields proved irresistible to a small mixed flock of wagtails during spring 
passage. Numbers were difficult to assess at times, but óWhiteô Wagtails were present 
throughout and were comfortably recorded into double figures on at least three dates.  
 

óAlbaô WAGTAIL 
 

No significant passage noted.  
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TAWNY PIPIT    Anthus campestris  
Rare vagrant 
 

Cogden   One from 6th to 10th May. 
 
The only other bird recorded here was seen at Cogden on 7th May 1988. 
 
A British rarity. See Page 70. 
 
TREE PIPIT     Anthus trivialis 
Uncommon passage migrant mainly in autumn   
 

West Bexington 1 on 24th Apr. Then, 1 on 20th Aug, 1 on 23rd Aug,  
 1 on 24th Aug, 12 on 25th Aug, 1 on 31st Aug and 1 on 3rd Sept. 
 
Cogden 7 on 28th Apr and 2 on 12th May. Then, 2 on 17th Aug 
 3 on 23rd Aug, 1 on 24th Aug, 4 on 29th Aug, 4 on 30th Aug and 
 1 on 3rd Sept.  
 
The above records are unlikely to reflect the true position and it is thought that flyover 
calling birds are being missed. 
 
 

MEADOW PIPIT    Anthus pratensis  
Primarily a winter visitor and passage migrant, breeding occasionally 
 

No breeding records.  
 
Only wintered in low numbers. 
 
No significant movements, but three figure counts recorded on several dates that included 
200-300 west on 21st Sept and 700 west on 6th Oct.   
 
 
ROCK PIPIT     Anthus petrosus  
Scarce visitor to the recording area but a common resident to the west of Cogden at 
Burton Bradstock 
 

West Bexington  1 on 24th Jan. 
 
 
COMMON CHAFFINCH   Fringilla coelebs  
Common resident at West Bexington and Cogden. Also passage migrant 
 

Confirmed breeding at West Bexington in 2021.  
 

No significant counts. 
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BRAMBLING    Fringilla montifringilla  
Rare winter visitor/migrant 
 

West Bexington  A male and female on 25th Nov. The male again on 29th Nov. 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 Male and female Brambling (West Bexington 25th November 2021) 
 

COMMON BULLFINCH   Pyrrhula pyrrhula 
Common resident at West Bexington and Cogden  
 

Confirmed breeding at West Bexington and Cogden in 2021.  
 
There were no significant counts. 
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GREENFINCH    Chloris chloris  
Declining resident and winter visitor at West Bexington and Cogden  
 

Confirmed breeding at West Bexington and Cogden in 2021.  
 
Still only recorded in low numbers. 
 
LINNET     Carduelis cannabina  
Common resident and winter visitor at West Bexington and Cogden  
 

Confirmed breeding at West Bexington and Cogden.  
 

Max counts:   West Bexington - 100 on 18th Feb and 80 on 1st Oct. 
     

 
COMMON REDPOLL   Acanthis flammea  
Rare migrant 
 
Cogden   A bird, thought to be of the race A.f. rostrata    
    (Greenland Redpoll), was present from 29th Oct to 1st Nov.  
 
This will be the first  record for Dorset if accepted. See Page 71. 
 

 
 
Rostrata Common Redpoll (Cogden 1st November 2021) 
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LESSER REDPOLL   Acanthis cabaret  
Scarce migrant (Flyover redpolls are assumed to be this species) 
 
West Bexington  1 over on 28th Apr was the only record. 
and Cogden   
   
GOLDFINCH     Carduelis carduelis  
Common resident and winter visitor at West Bexington and Cogden  
 

Seen throughout the year and breeding confirmed at West Bexington. 
 
Significant counts: A flock of 100+ birds was seen on a number of dates from  
   30th Aug and into Sept. 
 
SISKIN     Spinus spinus  
Uncommon migrant 
 
West Bexington  2 west on 25th Oct, 12 west on 3rd Nov and another 12 west on 
    5th Nov. 
  
Cogden    65 west on 12th Oct. 
 
No significant counts. 
 
SNOW BUNTING    Plectrophenax nivalis 
Rare migrant/winter visitor 
 

West Bexington   One flew low west along the beach calling on 19th Nov. It didnôt 
    stop. 
 
CORN BUNTING    Emberiza calandra 
Uncommon visitor  
 

West Bexington  One associating with a wintering Yellowhammer flock and was 
seen daily from the beginning of the year until the 16th Apr. 1 on 
27th Apr, 1 on 2nd May and 1 on 3rd Jul. Then, 1 singing from 
13th to 27th Jul. 1 seen on 7th Aug and another on 25th Aug. 

  
Although clearly on territory, this species did not appear to breed here this year. 
 
YELLOWHAMMER    Emberiza citrinella 
Common resident and winter visitor at West Bexington and Cogden  
 

Breeding confirmed at West Bexington and Cogden in 2021.  
 

Wintering birds:       West Bexington   - A flock from the beginning of the year until  
      16th April peaked at 101 on 23rd Feb.  
 
           -  Up to 30 from 12th Nov to the end of the year. 
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CIRL BUNTING   Emberiza cirlus 
Rare but increasing visitor (formerly bred)  
 

A female was found in an area of set-aside at West Bexington on 1st Jan. By 11th Jan we 
realised there were two females present. They were seen daily until 17th Apr. There were 
no sighting through the summer but a female was found in the same area on the 25th Nov. 
Three days later a male and female were present and on the 29th a male and two females. 
From then, one of the females was seen daily but the male and second female just 
occasionally although all were still present into 2022.  
 
We have of course been here before, but at some point these birds should remain into the 
breeding season. 
 

 
 

 
 

 Male and female Cirl Buntings (West Bexington 26th and 29th December 2021) 
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REED BUNTING    Emberiza schoeniclus 
Locally common resident at West Bexington and Cogden  
 
West Bexington  5 territories and breeding confirmed. 
 
Cogden   3 territories and breeding confirmed. 
 
 
 
 
ESCAPES 
 
Racing Pigeon 
Domestic Goose hybrid 
Snow Goose 
Shelduck x Eider hybrid 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  



 59 

RINGING AT WEST BEXINGTON 
 
No ringing took place at West Bexington in 2021. 
 
The ringing total for this site remains at 10,649 birds of 53 species. 
 

Ten most frequently caught species 2009-2021 
 

Swallow 2485 

Chiffchaff 1484 

Reed Warbler 1341 

Sedge Warbler 954 

Blackcap 931 

House Martin 656 

Yellow Wagtail 535 

Willow Warbler 465 

Sand Martin 342 

Blue Tit 305 
 
Eight least frequently caught species 2009-2021  
  
Kestrel         1 
Dunlin          1 
Green Woodpecker        1 
Bluethroat         1 
Common Redstart        1 
Yellow-browed Warbler       1 
Common Rosefinch        1 
Corn Bunting         1 
 
 
Selected Ringing Recoveries/Controls 
 

None available. 
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Colour Ringed Birds     
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816 Herring Gull (Black) 
Ringed as a Pullus at Portland Harbour on 27/06/19 
It was subsequently seen at:  

- Lower Compton, Nr Bristol on 22/5/20 
- West Bexington on 08/07/21 
-  

 
S89 Great Black-backed Gull (Green) 
Ringed as a Pullus at les Saint-Marcouf, Normandie, France on 09/07/19 
It was subsequently seen at:  

- Abbotsbury beach on 24/11/19 
- West Bexington on 06/05/21 
- Cogden on 07/11/21 

 
43W Great Black-backed Gull (Black) 
Ringed as a Pullus at Îlot du Ratier, Normandie, France on 05/07/19 
It was subsequently seen at:  

- West Bexington on 07/07/21 
 
L:FD2 Great Black-backed Gull (White) 
Ringed as a Pullus at Looe Island, Cornwall on 24/06/20 
It was subsequently seen at:  

- Looe Island, Cornwall on 23/08/20 
- Looe Island, Cornwall on 16/01/21 
- West Bexington on 07/07/21 

 
AZZE Mediterranean Gull (Yellow) 
Ringed as a Pullus at Rehbach Gravel Pit, Leipzig, Germany on 11/06/19   
It was subsequently seen at:  

- Rehbach Gravel Pit, Leipzig, Germany on 05.07/19 
- Rehbach Gravel Pit, Leipzig, Germany on 07/07/19 
- Chesil beach Visitor Center, Dorset on 05/07/20 
- Chesil beach Visitor Center, Dorset on 05/07/20 
- Axe Estuary, Devon on 11/07/20 
- Lodmoor RSPB Reserve, Weymouth, Dorset 17/07/20 
- Lodmoor RSPB Reserve, Weymouth, Dorset 18/08/20 
- West Bexington on 20/07/21 

 
P:38B Great Black-backed Gull (White) 
Ringed as a Pullus at Portland Harbour on 16/06/15 
It was subsequently seen at:  

- Portland on 10/08/15  
- River Adur Shoreham on 05/12/15  
- Courseulles sur mer, France 14/08/18  
- Portland on 02/11/18  
- Courseulles sur Mer Calvados, France on 31/08/19 
- Ver sur Mer Normandy, France on 04/09/19 
- Portland on 19/10/19 
- Axe Estuary 18/11/19 
- West Bexington 25/07/21 
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P:18C Great Black-backed Gull (White) 
Ringed as a Pullus at Portland Harbour on 02/07/19 
It was subsequently seen at:  

- Dawlish Warren on 10/12/19 
- West Bexington on 28/07/21 

 
 
Kittiwake (Orange over White left leg - Red over Black right leg) 
Ringed as a Pullus at Pointe du Raz, Finistère, France between 10/06/21 and 20/07/21 
It was subsequently seen at:  

- Pointe du Raz, Finistère, France on 30/07/21 
- West Bexington on 14/08/21 

 
 
S40 Great Black-backed Gull (Green) 
Ringed as a Pullus at Iles Saint-Marcouf, Manche, Normandy, France on 28/06/2016 
It was subsequently seen at:  

- Axe Estuary, Devon on from 08/01/2017 to 10/04/17 
- West Bexington Dorset on 06/06/2017 
- Axe Estuary, Devon on 20/01/18 
- Axe Estuary, Devon on 09/04/18 
- West Bexington Dorset on 03/06/18 
- Axe Estuary, Devon on 04/08/18 
- Axe Estuary, Devon on 09/09/18 
- Axe Estuary, Devon on 15/11/18 
- Abbotsbury Dorset on 19/11/18 
- Axe Estuary, Devon on 21/11/18 
- Bretteville-sur-Ay Manche France on 02/05/19 
- Axe Estuary, Devon on 16/11/19 
- Axe Estuary, Devon on 23/11/19 
- Axe Estuary, Devon on 09/12/19 
- Axe Estuary, Devon on from 02/08/21 to 04/08/21 
- Cogden Beach on 13/08/21 
- Cogden Beach on 17/08/21 

 
V04 Great Black-backed Gull (Green) 
Ringed as a Pullus at Chausey, Granville, Manche, Normandie France on 04/07/16  
It was subsequently seen at:  

- Axe Estuary, Devon on 12/01/17 
- West Bexington on 26/08/17 
- Weymouth, Dorset on 18/03/18 
- Abbotsbury, Dorset on 29/04/18 
- Dungeness, Kent on 14/03/19 
- Axe Estuary, Devon on 17/11/19 
- Axe Estuary, Devon on 31/01/21 
- Axe Estuary, Devon on 03/09/20 
- Axe Estuary, Devon on 18/09/21 
- West Bexington 19/08/21 
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R04 Great Black-backed Gull (Green) 
Ringed as an Adult at Chausey, Granville, Manche, Normandie France on 22/05/15 
It was subsequently seen at:  

- Axe Estuary, Devon on 02/09/15 
- Dawlish Warren, Devon 24/09/16 
- Axe Estuary, Devon on 28/10/16 
- Axe Estuary, Devon on 22/08/17 
- Axe Estuary, Devon on 07/10/17 
- Axe Estuary, Devon on 10/10/17 
- Dawlish Warren, Devon 11/10/17 
- Granville-Chausey, Manche, France on 21/06/18 
- Granville-Chausey, Manche, France on 14/05/19 
- Dungeness, Kent on 20/11/20 
- Cogden Beach on 26/08/21 

 
E592 Mediterranean Gull (White) 
Ringed as a Pullus at Antwerp, Flanders, Belgium on 02/07/11   
It was subsequently seen at:  

- Boulogne-sur-Mer, Pas-de-Calais, France on 03/08/11 
- Elms Farm, Icklesham, East Sussex from 08/04/2013 to 14/04/13 
- Prosperpolder, Beveren, Flanders, BELGIUM on 07/05/2013  
- Radipole Lake, Weymouth, Dorset from 02/11/2013 to 12/12/13 
- Havre de Crabec, Manche, Normandie, France on 26/12/2013 
- Radipole Lake, Weymouth, Dorset from 10/01/14 to 26/0214 
- Antwerpen, Flanders, Belgium on 17/03/14 
- Radipole Lake,Weymouth, Dorset from 27/09/14 to 18/12/14 
- Antwerpen, Flanders, Belgium from 23/03/15 to 26/06/15 
- Radipole Lake, Weymouth, Dorset from 17/11/15 to 24/01/16 
- Hayling Oysterbeds; Langstone Harbour, Hampshire on 12/03/2016 
- Hayling Oysterbeds; Langstone Harbour, Hampshire on 22/03/2016 
- Icklesham, East Sussex from 23/03/2017 to 31/03/17 
- Antwerpen, Flanders, Belgium on 12/04/17 
- Hayling Oysterbeds; Langstone Harbour, Hampshire on 18/04/18 
- Chichester Harbour, West Sussex on 24/08/18 
- Radipole Lake, Weymouth, Dorset on 06/12/18 
- Radipole Lake, Weymouth, Dorset on 13/01/18 
- Hayling Oysterbeds; Langstone Harbour, Hampshire on 23/02/19 
- Antwerpen, Flanders, Belgium from 04/03/19 to 31/03/19 
- Lodmoor, Weymouth, Dorset on 17/07/19 
- Radipole Lake, Weymouth, Dorset on 28/11/19 
- Elms Farm, Icklesham, East Sussex on 24/02/20 
- Nieuwkoop, Zuid-Holland, Netherlands on 03/06/20 
- Radipole Lake, Weymouth, Dorset on 11/12/20 
- Ferrybridge, Portland, Dorset on 17/01/21 
- Antwerpen, Flanders, Belgium on 15/03/17 
- Antwerpen, Flanders, Belgium on 17/03/17 
- West Bexington on 06/09/21 
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33JR Mediterranean Gull (White) 
Ringed as a Pullus at Antwerp, Flanders, Belgium on 25/06/20   
It was subsequently seen at:  

- Dawlish Warren, Devon on 24/07/20 
- Lodmoor, Weymouth, Dorset on 03/08/20  
- Lodmoor, Weymouth, Dorset on 04/08/20 
- Ferrybridge, Portland, Dorset on 08/08/20 
- Azurara, Vila do Conde, Porto, Portugal on 18/03/21 
- Lodmoor, Weymouth, Dorset from 11/04/21 to 26/04/21 
- Lodmoor, Weymouth, Dorset on 25/08/21 
- West Bexington on 06/09/21  

 
53M Great Black-backed Gull (Black) 
Ringed as a Pullus at Le Havre, Seine-Maritime, Normandie on 26/06/13  
It was subsequently seen at:  

- Courseulles-sur-Mer Calvados France on 14/08/13 
- West Bexingnton Dorset on 03/06/14 
- Seaton (Axe Estuary) Devon on 04/07/15 
- Le Havre, Seine-Maritime, Normandie on 16/07/15 
- West Bexingnton Dorset on 08/04/16 
- Seaton (Axe Estuary) Devon on 03/10/16 
- Seaton (Axe Estuary) Devon on 09/05/17 
- West Bexingnton Dorset on 31/05/18 
- West Bexingnton Dorset on 22/07/20 
- Saint-Peter-in-the-Wood, Guernsey on 29/09/20  
- Dieppe Seine-Maritime, France on 27/02/2021 
- West Bexington on 20/08/2021  
- West Bexington on 10/09/2021  

 
 
2N69 Mediterranean Gull (Yellow) 
Ringed as a Pullus at Pagham Harbour, West Sussex between 08/07/21 and 21/07/21   
It was subsequently seen at:  

- Cogden Beach on 10/09/21 
 
Z77 Great Black-backed Gull (Green) 
Ringed as a Pullus at Chausey, Granville, Manche, Normandie, France on 21/06/21 
It was subsequently seen at:  

- West Bexington on 19/09/21 
 
Y79 Great Black-backed Gull (Green) 
Ringed as a Pullus at Chausey, Granville, Manche, Normandie, France on 21/06/20 
It was subsequently seen at:  

- Ferrybridge, Portland, Dorset on 22/08/20 
- West Bexington on 09/11/21 

 
Y46 Great Black-backed Gull (Green) 
Ringed as a Pullus at Chausey, Granville, Manche, Normandie, France on 20/06/20 
It was subsequently seen at:  

- East Tilbury, Essex on 13/05/21 
- Perelle Beach, Guernesey on 11/10/21 
- West Bexington on 10/11/21  
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Laughing Gull - West Bexington 17th March 2021 (and probably on 10th March 2021) 
 
The 10th March 2021 was a day of high winds and rain which didnôt ease until mid-
afternoon. Alan and I headed out just after 2.00pm and after exploring the area east of the 
village, arrived at West Bexington Mere an hour and a half later. There were a few gulls 
present and we had just started to scan through them when I picked up an odd-looking gull 
in flight over the settled birds on the water. I had just the briefest of view before all of the 
gulls suddenly spooked and flew into the air swamping the bird in question. I had manged 
to blurt out a ówhat the hellôs this?ô to Alan who may have got on the right bird, but we 
couldnôt re-find it. In the high winds the gulls scattered in all directions and although some 
returned to the Mere, the unusual gull wasnôt with them.  
 
I had seen the bird for just a few seconds and had gained an impression of a gull with a 
óblotchyô face, a darkish upperwing and an all-dark bill. However, I had seen no other 
features, I wasnôt even convinced of its size other than I was sure it wasnôt overly large.   
I found it impossible to translate the impression into any sort of description. I couldnôt say 
how dark the bird was or what the pattern of the face markings were. Nor could I say how 
big or what shape the all dark bill was, but the species that came to mind was Laughing 
Gull. This of course was laughable (no pun intended), Laughing Gull is an American bird 
and a rare vagrant to the UK. A claim of this species without a photograph would have to 
be very detailed indeed and I had seen no detail at all. I shared my thoughts with Alan but 
decided we would have to ólet the bird goô. I briefly considered putting news out as a 
possible Laughing Gull and even mentally composed a Tweet to that effect, but in the end 
the whole thing sounded too óstringyô. Oddly, I never once considered the very similar 
Franklinôs Gull. Perhaps sub-consciously I had registered more than I thought. 
 
The following morning we were out on patch again and I had put the bird to the back of my 
mind when, around 9.50am, we received a call from Steve Groves at Abbotsbury  
Swannery to say he had found a Laughing Gull there. I couldnôt believe it, I was completely 
crushed. It seemed the previous day I had óblownô an opportunity to find and identify a 
British rarity.  Had Steve not found the bird, then my encounter the previous day would 
have been confined to my notebook. As it was, things hadnôt really changed, I was still in 
no position to claim the bird. Appearing ówise after the eventô is not a good idea and was 
likely to invite incredulity.  
 
I imagine only another birder will understand just how disappointed I felt over the following 
days and matters were compounded when the bird relocated to Weymouth where it was 
seen daily up until the 16th March.  
 
On the 17th March I began my daily circuit of the recording area at first light. By 7.45 I had 
reached the nature reserve and was just about to enter when I saw Gavin Haig near the 
Mere. I phoned him to ask if he had seen anything of interest and he replied that he had 
just found a wader but had not yet identified it. I decided to join him and suggested to Alan 
that he meet us there. When I arrived, Gavin had identified the bird as a Knot, a good bird 
for the recording area and he was busy taking photographs. The bird was a little distant for 
my camera set-up so after watching it for a while I began scanning to see what else was 
around. The result was electrifying, almost the first bird I looked at was the Laughing Gull. I 
blurted out some expletive, giving a ócolourfulô indication of where it was and seconds later 
Gavin was óonô the bird. Just minutes later Alan was with us too, this could not have 
worked out better.  
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The bird stayed on the mere for about 40 minutes and gave a wonderful óperformanceô sat 
on the water, preening at the waterôs edge, interacting with other gulls and making short 
flights. Eventually it was flushed by a Marsh Harrier and flew up to sheep fields near the 
coastal ridge. We re-found the bird there about 30 minutes later and enjoyed further views 
before it flew down towards the Grove and was lost. Late afternoon it was back on the 
Mere before moving into fields behind the beach and eventually back up to the sheep 
fields.  It wasnôt seen at West Bexington subsequently. 
 
It seems highly likely that the bird we saw on the 10th March was the Laughing Gull. But 
even though I suggested this identification at the time, there remains the possibility that I 
was mistaken and that the bird that left me with an impression of a Laughing Gull wasnôt a 
Laughing Gull at all. I have no way of confirming the sighting one way or the other.  It will 
not be formally submitted.  
 
Of the sighting on the 17th March there is no doubt. It was the second record for West 
Bexington following a fly-through on the 15th July 1998 and this bird was just the 8th or 9th 
record for the county. 
 
There was a pattern of sightings of a second calendar year Laughing Gull in the southwest 
during 2020. That bird was first recorded on 11th March and last seen on 19th May. It is 
possible, if not probable, that this was the same bird. Certainly, our bird was in its third 
calendar year and so the age fits. However, if so, where was the bird in the intervening 
nine months? 
 
I have seen many 100ôs of Laughing Gulls in the Americas and 1,000ôs of Franklinôs Gulls 
most recently around the fish processing factories along the coast of Peru in January 
2018.  
 
Separation from Franklinôs Gull, the only real confusion species, was by the following: 
 
Age - The bird was aged as being in its third calendar year with retained traces of 
immature feathers. A similar aged Franklinôs would not have these retained feathers and 
would be much closer to a full adult. 
Size - In direct comparison the bird was near the size of a Common Gull, perhaps 
marginally smaller. This comparison suggests the bird was bigger than a Franklinôs would 
be. 
Plumage - In particular, the extent of dark on the head. This was extensively blotchy with 
no ósolidô areas that are typical of Franklinôs.   
Description 
The bird was aged as being in its third calendar year. It was transitioning from 2nd winter 
to 2nd summer. Laughing Gullôs do not attain full adult plumage until their third winter and 
although 2nd summer birds are adult like, they usually show grey breast sides and traces 
of immature feathers in the primary coverts and tail. All features present on our bird. 
The bird appeared quite órangyô with proportionally long wings and body and so not 
particularly compact looking. 
The bird had a dark grey upper-wing similar to graellsii Lesser Blacked-backed Gull and 
so, in a British context, unusual for a bird of its size. The outer three primaries and primary 
coverts were black with no ómirrorsô. P7 to P5 were black on the distal half and each had a 
pale tip. The remaining primaries were grey with white tips, wide enough to form a narrow 
trailing edge. The secondaries were also grey but with a more extensive white tips forming 
a slightly wider trailing edge. 
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The tail was almost entirely white but with a couple of retained immature feathers showing 
up as dark spots near the trailing edge where they would have formed part of a tail-band. 
The head was white but with extensive dark óblotchingô around and behind the eye. The 
blotching was dense enough to highlight well defined eye crescents. above and below the 
eye.  
The blotching on the head was bordered to the rear by a grey nape. This grey extended 
down the neck sides and across the breast. The birds belly and flanks were white but 
sullied by areas of light grey. The legs and bill appeared all black. 
 
Mike Morse 
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