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1. Introduction 

1.1 This report describes the birds recorded at Wild Woodbury to the south-east of Bere Regis, 
Dorset between November 2021 and October 2022. It includes records from a wide range of 
volunteers and from Dorset Wildlife Trust (the Trust) staff. 

1.2 The site was purchased by the Trust in 2021 with funds from both Bournemouth, 
Christchurch and Poole (BCP) and Dorset Councils and from generous donations from 
supporters of the Trust. The project is also funded by the Government's Green Recovery 
Challenge Fund, which is being delivered by The National Lottery Heritage Fund in 
partnership with Natural England, the Environment Agency and the Forestry Commission. 

1.3 The key reasons for purchasing the land were: 

 To tackle the ecological crisis. The Wildlife Trusts want to see 30% of land in the UK 
managed for the benefit to nature by 2030. Restoring nature-poor areas will help to 
achieve this; 

 To tackle the climate crisis. Restoring nature increases the amount of carbon held in 
healthy soils, new woodlands and wetlands and reduces outputs of harmful 
greenhouse gases; and 

 To help local communities better connect with nature. The site will provide vital 
space and new opportunities to engage the local community and the wider public 
with the natural world.  

1.4 The funding from BCP and Dorset Councils was given to manage the land to mitigate the 
impacts of increased nitrates from new housing development in the Poole Harbour 
catchment. High levels of nitrates cause algal blooms in Poole Harbour harming the 
intertidal ecosystems used by internationally important populations of wetland birds. 
Nitrates predominantly come from fertiliser and manure used in agriculture, but also occur 
in treated sewage. By taking this land out of intensive farming, the levels of nitrates will be 
reduced over time helping to balance any additional input of nitrates from new housing. 

1.5 Restoring nature at Wild Woodbury will deliver environmental and ecological benefits both 
on and beyond the boundaries of the site. Three of the key projects to achieve this are: 

 To re-naturalise the headwaters of the Sherford River, which flows from Wild 
Woodbury to Poole Harbour. The approach in the past has been to channel water 
off the land as fast as possible, but this has destroyed wetland habitats and 
increased the risk of flooding downstream. The intention is now to reinstate a more 
natural, wetter landscape by filling in ditches and field drains. This will create new 
wetland habitats on site and reduce the risk of flooding downstream by slowing the 
flow of water. These measures will also reduce the nutrient load carried into Poole 
Harbour, by filtering out nitrates, locking up carbon and reducing land-derived 
sediments;  

 To introduce conservation grazing on much of the site. A neighbouring farmer will 
be building up a mixed herd of pigs, ponies and cattle to graze the site, starting with 
the introduction of a small number of Hereford cattle. To achieve this, larger, more 
extensive grazing units will be created by removing much of the fencing within the 
site and establishing stock-proof fencing around the perimeter; and 
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 To establish a Suitable Alternative Natural Greenspace (SANG). 12.5 hectares to 
the east of the Bere Stream will become a ‘greenspace’, attracting people away from 
nearby heathlands, which are internationally important for wildlife. The SANG will 
become a ‘green hub’ for the local community, encouraging healthy lifestyles 
through time spent in nature. The SANG itself will also be managed to increase 
biodiversity and create habitats for wildlife. 

1.6 Prior to implementing these works, it was important to establish a ‘baseline’ of the habitats 
and species present on the site. It was not possible to record what was present when the 
land was being actively farmed, so the baseline recording was undertaken in the year or so 
following the purchase. During this time dynamic natural processes were at work and it was 
evident that nature had started to re-establish itself even before any projects to actively 
restore nature were introduced.  

1.7 The work to re-naturalise the Sherford River began in autumn 2022 and the effects of the 
work began to be evident after the rains in early November. Formal baseline bird transect 
studies began in November 2021 and continued until October 2022, giving a full ‘baseline 
year’ of records. A baseline survey of the habitats was undertaken in early 2022 and this is 
set out in Appendix 1. This provides the context for the bird transect (and all the other) 
surveys and observations that were made during the year. 

1.8 The main purpose of the baseline bird transect study was to record the abundance and 
distribution of birds across the site prior to any measures being undertaken to actively 
restore nature at Wild Woodbury. This baseline will enable comparisons to be made by 
repeating the same transect study in future years, which will help to determine the success 
of measures taken to restore nature. 

1.9 This report is based primarily on the transect study but also includes records from a number 
of other sources, including other studies and casual observations by staff and visiting 
naturalists. Other sources of data include: 

 A survey targeted at breeding birds, undertaken in summer 2022 on the same 
transect route; 

 A separate survey of the fields known as ‘Bloxworth’, which are not covered by the 
transect; 

 Bird ringing undertaken by the Stour Ringing Group; 
 Nocturnal bird surveys including ringing and sound recording; and 
 Casual records, including from the Wild Woodbury ebird hotspot. 

1.10 Section 2 sets out a brief description of the site and includes maps showing the site 
boundaries, the catchments of watercourses and field names. It also shows the route of the 
transect used for the baseline and breeding bird surveys and provides a bit more detail on 
the other bird surveys and recording activities undertaken during the year. 

1.11 Section 3 provides an overview of the avifauna of Wild Woodbury as recorded between 
November 2021 and October 2022. It highlights the key species recorded on the different 
habitats across the site during the year together with an indication of their breeding status, 
based on records from summer 2022. It also provides a comparison of the bird species 
recorded before and after October 2021 when systematic surveys began. 
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1.12 Section 4 sets out a systematic list providing more detail on the bird species recorded 
between November 2021 to October 2022. Some commentary is provided on each species, 
setting out its status in Dorset (taken from recent Dorset Bird Reports) and its status in the 
nearby Poole Harbour area, as discussed on the Birds of Poole Harbour website - 
https://www.birdsofpooleharbour.co.uk/birds/. Where appropriate, it also discusses how 
the proposals to restore nature may benefit certain species. 

1.13 Section 5 provides a brief discussion of birds that have occurred nearby, but which have not 
yet been recorded on the site. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 View across Wilcox’s with Common Centaury and Wild Carrot (Trevor Warrick) 
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2. The Wild Woodbury site and bird surveys 

Drainage Catchments  
2.1 Figure 2.1 shows the boundaries of Wild Woodbury imposed on an aerial photograph of the 

site. The site extends from the south-eastern edge of Bere Regis to the north-western edge 
of Wareham Forest.  

Figure 2.1: Aerial photograph of Wild Woodbury showing the site boundary and 
watercourses 

2.2 An area of woodland running from north to south (including Lower Hove Wood and Mate’s 
Coppice) was not included in the sale of the site. This woodland lies on higher ground that 
largely separates the catchment of the Bere Stream (to the west) from the catchment of the 
Sherford River (to the east), although the field known as Brickhills east of this woodland 
block also drains into the Bere Stream. The watercourses are shown in Figure 2.1. 

2.3 Both watercourses ultimately flow into Poole Harbour. Beyond Wild Woodbury, the Sherford 
River flows through Wareham Forest before entering Poole Harbour at Lytchett Bay. The 
Bere Stream flows into the River Piddle, which runs along the southern edge of the Trigon 
Estate and across Wareham Common to the north of Wareham, before entering Poole 
Harbour at Swineham Point.      

Habitats and Recording Compartments  
2.4 Figure 2.1 gives a broad indication of the distribution of the main habitats on the site, when 

it was actively farmed. These are: 

 Arable farmland, managed in rotation with maize, oats, wheat, barley and Italian 
Rye Grass (generally showing as light brown); 



 
5 

 

 Improved grassland, which was predominantly ungrazed, except Frooms (generally 
showing as green); and 

 Broadleaved woodland in the form of three small blocks within the site (which 
hosted a Pheasant shoot, with release pens in Lower Hove Wood and Masterman’s 
Copse) and a narrow strip along Spear’s Lane on the south-western edge of the site. 

2.5 Figure 2.2 shows the recording compartments at Wild Woodbury. These are typically 
individual fields or blocks of woodland, with their historic names.    

 Figure 2.2: Wild Woodbury recording compartments 

2.6 When the site was actively farmed, the arable farmland largely occupied the higher and drier 
ground either side of Lower Hove Wood / Mate’s Coppice and at Peewit.  

2.7 The improved grassland generally occupied the lower lying wetter areas: adjoining the Bere 
Stream and Dodding’s Farm Watercress Beds; around Masterman’s Copse; and towards the 
edge of Wareham Forest.   

2.8 The agricultural land also includes:  

 Networks of hedgerows of varying quality, including some with mature trees;  
 Small areas of less intensively managed land, such as the higher ground on the 

eastern edge of Hove adjoining Lower Hove Wood, the southern edge of Peewit, and 
Sherford South both adjoining the north-western edge of Wareham Forest; and 

 A pond within the field known as Bloxworth.       

2.9 The three small blocks of broadleaved woodland within the site are: 

 George’s Copse, occupying higher ground adjacent to the A35, but with ditches 
running through the northern end and along the eastern edge; 
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 Masterman’s Copse, on lower lying ground, mainly surrounded by improved 
grassland fields (and the arable field of Wilcoxs to the south-west, which was under 
an Italian Rye Grass crop immediately prior to the site being purchased), and 

 Snatford Copse, which occupies slightly raised ground with more acidic soils, 
evidenced by the area of Gorse and Bracken on its northern edge.  

2.10 The narrow strip of woodland on the south-western edge of the site runs either side of 
Spear’s Lane, which is a public right of way. 

2.11 More comprehensive descriptions of the habitats and compartments across the site are 
given in Appendix 1.    

Bird Surveys  
The bird transect survey 
2.12 The bird survey recorded all birds seen on the transect across the site, which is shown in 

Figure 2.3 below. This was surveyed monthly throughout the year by Steven Fish and Trevor 
Warrick and separately by Carl Wilcox. It was also surveyed on 4 occasions in March and 
April 2022 by Martin Black.    

              Figure 2.3: Bird transect route at Wild Woodbury 

2.13 The transect is divided into two sections to the west and east of Lower Hove Wood and 
Mate’s Coppice. Typically the two sections were walked together as they are linked by the 
public footpath through Mate’s Coppice and the field to the east known as Brewers.  

2.14 The transect primarily relates to the farmland on the site where it is intended to restore 
nature. The purpose of the monthly transect survey was to establish the distribution and 
abundance of bird species prior to any works to restore nature being undertaken. Although 
not on the transect, visits were also often made to the three small areas of woodland on the 
site. On most visits a brief diversion was also made to record the birds on Dodding’s Farm 
Cress Beds, which are adjacent to, but outside the Wild Woodbury site. 
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2.15 All the survey data from the monthly transect survey was added into the Living Record and 
BirdTrack online databases (see BirdTrack | BTO – British Trust for Ornithology). 

The breeding bird transect survey 
2.16 From March to July 2022, the transect was also walked to record breeding birds. This was in 

addition to the transect survey, so during this period the transect was walked almost weekly. 
During the breeding bird survey, the behaviour of birds was recorded according to the codes 
used by the British Trust for Ornithology (BTO), as set out in Figure 2.4 below.  

Figure 2.4: BTO Breeding Bird Status Codes 

Possible breeding 

H Species observed in breeding season in suitable nesting habitat 

S 
Singing male present (or breeding calls heard) in breeding season in suitable 
breeding habitat 

Probable breeding 

P Pair observed in suitable nesting habitat in breeding season 

T Permanent territory presumed through registration of territorial behaviour 
(song etc) on at least two occasions at the same place 

D Courtship and display (judged to be in or near potential breeding habitat) 
N Visiting probable nest site 

A 
Agitated behaviour or anxiety calls from adults, suggesting probable 
presence of nest or young nearby 

I Brood patch on adult examined in the hand, suggesting incubation 
B Nest building or excavating nest-hole 

Confirmed breeding 

DD Distraction display or injury feigning 
UN Used nest or eggshells found (occupied or laid within period of survey) 
FL Recently fledged or downy young 

ON 
Adults entering or leaving a nest site indicating an occupied nest or adults 
seen incubating 

FF Adult carrying faecal sac or food for young 
NE Nest containing eggs 
NY Nest with young seen or heard 

2.17 As with the monthly transect survey, data from the breeding bird survey was also added into 
the Living Record and BirdTrack online databases (see BirdTrack | BTO – British Trust for 
Ornithology). 

Bird survey of the fields known as Bloxworth 
2.18 The transect covers the bulk of the Wild Woodbury site, but it omits a group of fields north-

east of the Bere Road and south of the A35. This area was surveyed monthly by Bob Ford. 

Bird ringing 
2.19 Daytime bird ringing was undertaken on site by the Stour Ringing Group from May until 

November 2022. Typically this involved erecting mist nets in certain locations on the site, 
usually from dawn onwards. Any birds that entered the nets would be weighed and 
measured and a metal ring with a unique code would be placed on one of their legs.  
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2.20 Ringing during the summer and autumn months is undertaken both to understand the birds 
using the site itself and to help understand patterns of migration. Birds ringed at Wild 
Woodbury may be re-captured at other sites, enabling their movements (and their 
condition) to be monitored.  

2.21 All daytime ringing records for the ‘Wild Woodbury Ringing Station (RS)’ were entered into 
the Trektellen online database (see [Trektellen.org] - Site management Wild Woodbury RS 
(Dorset, England)).  

Nocturnal bird surveys 
2.22 The Stour Ringing Group also undertook ringing at night, with the main aim of recording 

birds using the site during the hours of darkness. In addition to the night time ringing, on a 
few occasions the area was also walked using thermal imaging (infra-red) cameras and 
sound recording equipment was placed on site. 

2.23 All night time ringing records were also entered into the Trektellen online database (see 
[Trektellen.org] - Site management Wild Woodbury RS (Dorset, England)).  

Casual records 
2.24 There have been many sightings of birds outside the formal bird surveys and ringing 

sessions, which have been made by staff and visitors to Wild Woodbury. Some of these have 
been entered into online databases, such as the Living Record, BirdTrack and Trektellen. A 
number of observers also use ebird, where sightings are recorded for the Wild Woodbury 
ebird ‘hotspot’ ( see Wild Woodbury DWT NR, Dorset County, ENG, GB - eBird Hotspot). 

2.25 A number of sightings have also been reported in e-mails and on social media. These records 
have also been used in this report, where possible.  

    

 

Grey Heron with haybales in Frooms (Trevor Warrick)  
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3. Key findings from the bird surveys  

3.1 There was no systematic recording of birds at Wild Woodbury before November 2021 and 
the increased recording effort until October 2022 played a major part in increasing the total 
number of species (including breeding species) recorded on the site. However, the cessation 
of agriculture, which allowed more natural processes to start operating, undoubtedly helped 
to make the site more attractive to birds during this period. 

3.2 The key findings from the bird survey work undertaken in 2021 / 2022 were: 

 A total of 107 bird species were recorded between November 2021 and October 
2022 with 54 species (about 50%) showing some breeding behaviour; 

 The site supports a range of ‘scrubland’ birds often associated with farmland, 
including breeding Skylark, Yellowhammer, Goldfinch and Linnet. Breeding and 
wintering numbers have increased significantly since intensive agriculture ceased. 
Barn Owl, Quail and Red-legged Partridge have also visited the site; 

 Since the cessation of agriculture the site has attracted a number of species more 
typically associated with heathland including breeding Woodlark, Tree Pipit and 
Stonechat, feeding Nightjar and Hobby and wintering Hen Harrier and Merlin; 

 The less intensively managed agricultural land also: supports a range of other 
breeding species including Spotted Flycatcher, Whitethroat, Blackcap and Garden 
Warbler; is used by wintering birds feeding at night including Woodcock, Snipe and 
Jack Snipe; and attracts migrating birds such as Cuckoo, Wheatear, Whinchat, 
Redstart, Grasshopper Warbler and Lesser Whitethroat;  

 The three small areas of woodland support a range of woodland species including 
Marsh Tit, Tawny Owl, Firecrest, Great Spotted Woodpecker, Jay, Nuthatch and 
Treecreeper;     

 The Bere Stream supports a wide variety of wetland species, such as Cetti’s Warbler 
and Reed Bunting (which both breed), Kingfisher, Reed Warbler and Sedge Warbler. 
The valley also provides a corridor for the movement of birds including Grey Heron, 
Little Egret, Cormorant, Gulls and Geese; and 

 The less intensive management of the site has helped to attract a wide variety of 
species from other habitats nearby. This includes species of woodland including 
Honey-buzzard, Goshawk and Raven as well as wetland species including Lapwing, 
Great White Egret, Egyptian Goose and Mediterranean Gull.       

The number of bird species recorded 
3.3 During the period from November 2021 to October 2022 a total of 107 species were 

recorded, mostly during 2022. The species recorded are listed in Figure 3.1.  

3.4 Figure 3.1 also sets out the ‘highest breeding code’ for each species recorded either during 
the breeding bird survey in summer 2022 or from other observations. These codes have 
been used to help establish whether a bird is a ‘possible’, ‘probable’ or ‘confirmed’ breeding 
species. The breeding bird survey (and other data) indicate that 54 of the 107 species 
recorded (i.e. about 50%) showed some breeding behaviour, with: 

 20 possible breeders; 
 13 probable breeders; and 
 21 confirmed breeders. 
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  Table 3.1: Birds Recorded at Wild Woodbury from November 2021 to October 2022 

 
Species 

Highest breeding code 
for 2022 

Recorded up to 
Oct 2021 

1 Canada Goose   
2 Greylag Goose   
3 Mute Swan   
4 Egyptian Goose   
5 Mallard  Yes 
6 Pheasant H (possible) Yes 
7 Quail S (possible)  
8 Red-legged Partridge   
9 Nightjar   

10 Swift H (possible) Yes 
11 Cuckoo S (possible)  
12 Rock Dove (Feral Pigeon) FL (confirmed) Yes 
13 Stock Dove H (possible)  
14 Woodpigeon P (probable) Yes 
15 Collared Dove  Yes 
16 Lapwing   
17 Coot   
18 Woodcock   
19 Jack Snipe   
20 Snipe  Yes 
21 Green Sandpiper   
22 Black-headed Gull   
23 Mediterranean Gull   
24 Great Black-backed Gull   
25 Herring Gull   
26 Lesser Black-backed Gull   
27 Cormorant   
28 Grey Heron   
29 Great White Egret   
30 Little Egret   
31 Osprey   
32 Honey Buzzard   
33 Sparrowhawk  Yes 
34 Goshawk   
35 Hen Harrier   
36 Red Kite  Yes 
37 Buzzard D (probable) Yes 
38 Barn Owl   
39 Tawny Owl   
40 Kingfisher   
41 Great Spotted Woodpecker H (possible) Yes 
42 Green Woodpecker   
43 Kestrel H (possible)  
44 Merlin   
45 Hobby N (probable)  



 
11 

 

  Table 3.1: Birds Recorded at Wild Woodbury from November 2021 to October 2022 

 
Species 

Highest breeding code 
for 2022 

Recorded up to 
Oct 2021 

46 Peregrine   
47 Jay H (possible) Yes 
48 Magpie P (probable) Yes 
49 Jackdaw   
50 Rook ON (confirmed) Yes 
51 Carrion Crow H (possible) Yes 
52 Raven  Yes 
53 Coal Tit S (possible) Yes 
54 Marsh Tit T (probable)  
55 Blue Tit FL (confirmed) Yes 
56 Great Tit FL (confirmed)  
57 Woodlark FL (confirmed)  
58 Skylark FL (confirmed) Yes 
59 Sand Martin   
60 Swallow FL (confirmed) Yes 
61 House Martin  Yes 
62 Cetti’s Warbler T (probable)  
63 Long-tailed Tit FL (confirmed) Yes 
64 Willow Warbler   
65 Chiffchaff N (probable) Yes 
66 Sedge Warbler S (possible) Yes 
67 Reed Warbler S (possible)  
68 Grasshopper Warbler   
69 Blackcap FL (confirmed) Yes 
70 Garden Warbler T (probable)  
71 Lesser Whitethroat S (possible)  
72 Whitethroat D (probable) Yes 
73 Firecrest   
74 Goldcrest FL (confirmed)  
75 Wren FL (confirmed) Yes 
76 Nuthatch S (possible) Yes 
77 Treecreeper H (possible)  
78 Starling H (possible) Yes 
79 Blackbird FL (confirmed) Yes 
80 Fieldfare   
81 Redwing   
82 Song Thrush H (possible) Yes 
83 Mistle Thrush H (possible)  
84 Spotted Flycatcher FL (confirmed)  
85 Robin FL (confirmed) Yes 
86 Redstart   
87 Whinchat   
88 Stonechat FL (confirmed) Yes 
89 Wheatear S (possible) Yes 
90 House Sparrow P (probable) Yes 
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  Table 3.1: Birds Recorded at Wild Woodbury from November 2021 to October 2022 

 
Species 

Highest breeding code 
for 2022 

Recorded up to 
Oct 2021 

91 Dunnock FL (confirmed) Yes 
92 Yellow Wagtail   
93 Grey Wagtail   
94 Pied Wagtail P (probable) Yes 
95 Meadow Pipit  Yes 
96 Tree Pipit FL (confirmed)  
97 Chaffinch P (probable) Yes 
98 Brambling   
99 Bullfinch I (probable) Yes 

100 Greenfinch S (possible) Yes 
101 Linnet FL (confirmed) Yes 
102 Lesser Redpoll   
103 Crossbill   
104 Goldfinch FL (confirmed) Yes 
105 Siskin  Yes 
106 Yellowhammer FL (confirmed) Yes 
107 Reed Bunting FL (confirmed) Yes 

 
3.5 By the end of 2022, the bird list had increased to 111 species with the subsequent additions 

of Common Gull, Golden Plover, Corn Bunting and White-tailed Eagle. The White-tailed Eagle 
was from the re-introduction project on the Isle of Wight, who are looking to restore the 
species to the south coast, since the breeding population went locally extinct in 1780.  

Scrubland birds 
3.6  Scrubland birds, which are typically associated with farmland in Britain have undergone a 

significant decline across the UK, but surveys suggest that this trend has been reversed at 
Wild Woodbury in the first year. The results have been particularly impressive for Skylark 
and Yellowhammer, which are both threatened species on the 2021 Red List of Birds of 
Conservation Concern. 

3.7 A survey in the summer of 2021 recorded 2 singing Skylarks (1 in each of the Pieces fields), 
but this had increased to 18 singing birds in 2022, which were more widely distributed 
across the site. Breeding was confirmed when a very young juvenile was discovered on the 
ground in Peewit on 14 June 2022. Numbers of wintering birds also increased significantly, 
suggesting a successful breeding season. On 09 November 2021, just 3 Skylarks were 
recorded at Wild Woodbury, whereas 65 birds were recorded on 26 October 2022, with 66 
birds observed on 08 November.  

3.8 There was no formal survey of Yellowhammers in 2021, but sightings suggested they were 
mostly confined to the hedges along Lane End Road. In 2022, up to 28 singing birds were 
recorded across the site with several pairs observed in suitable habitat. Breeding could not 
be confirmed on the transect surveys, but it was through ringing, where juvenile birds were 
observed. Winter counts and ringing results strongly suggest a very successful breeding 
season. On 09 November 2021, just 7 Yellowhammers were recorded at Wild Woodbury, 
whereas on 08 November 2022, there were 51 birds across the site as a whole. During 2022, 
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a total of 67 different Yellowhammers were ringed including 38 in September, just after the 
breeding season. 

3.9 There is a significant population of Linnet at Wild Woodbury, which is also on the 2021 Red 
List of Birds of Conservation Concern. On 09 November 2021, 64 Linnets were recorded 
across the site on the transect survey. Numbers fell during the winter but recovered to a 
high of 151 birds on 12 April 2022. Breeding was confirmed when a pair with 3 juveniles was 
seen in 12 Acres on 14 June and ‘pairs in suitable breeding habitat’ were seen in many other 
locations during the summer. After the breeding season, 100 birds were seen across the site 
on 09 August, but numbers fell away again during the autumn, perhaps indicating that birds 
go elsewhere in the winter.   

3.10 Goldfinches were recorded in every month of the baseline survey year, but prior to the 2022 
breeding season no more than 30 birds (on 09 November 2021) had been recorded on any 
monthly transect survey. Since then numbers have increased significantly. Breeding was 
confirmed on 12 July 2022 when recently fledged birds were seen at Bulbarrow, Hove and 
Frooms South. ‘Pairs in suitable breeding habitat’ were seen in many other locations across 
the site during the summer. After the breeding season, Goldfinches were attracted to feed in 
large numbers in the former arable fields. On 06 September 2022 about 350 Goldfinches 
were seen on the survey transect, including a flock of around 200 birds at Bulbarrow. 
Similar, or greater numbers were seen by other observers around that time. Such high 
numbers strongly suggest that the post-breeding numbers at Wild Woodbury were 
bolstered by birds from elsewhere.    

3.11 Barn Owl was seen hunting over the site when bird ringing was taking place in the winter. 
Pellets on the ground also show that one of the buildings at Court Farm was used to 
consume prey. However, Barn Owls were not thought to breed on site in 2022 as the nest 
box in one of the buildings at Court Farm was used by a family of Feral Pigeons. In late 
December 2022, after the end of the baseline year, a Barn Owl was also seen in the brick 
barn at Court Farm.  

3.12 The Amber-listed Quail was heard calling from the northern corner of Wilcox’s in early June 
2022, but there was no further evidence of breeding. 2 birds flushed from Hove on 11 
October, were thought to be the red-listed Grey Partridge, but identification could not be 
confirmed. However, Red-legged Partridge has definitely occurred on the site, as one was 
caught during a nocturnal ringing session in winter 2021/22.       

Heathland species 
3.13 Dorset’s heathlands are internationally important as habitats, as wetlands and for the 

populations of birds they support. The Dorset Heathlands Special Protection Area (SPA) is 
designated to protect breeding populations of Dartford Warbler, Nightjar and Woodlark and 
non-breeding populations of Hen Harrier and Merlin. The SPA includes nearly all the 
heathland Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSIs) in Dorset, including those nearby in 
Wareham Forest, on the Trigon Estate and at Black Hill, Bere Regis. With the exception of 
Dartford Warbler, all the SPA species were recorded at Wild Woodbury in the baseline year, 
including breeding Woodlark, feeding Nightjar and wintering Hen Harrier and Merlin.  

3.14 Other heathland species recorded at Wild Woodbury in the last year include Hobby hunting 
over the site (and possibly breeding just off the site) and breeding Tree Pipit and Stonechat. 
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Hobby is listed in Annex 1 of the Birds Directive, as one of the most threatened species in 
Europe and Tree Pipit is on the 2021 Red List of Birds of Conservation Concern. 

3.15 A Woodlark was heard singing at the southern end of Bulbarrow on 28 June 2022 and again 
on 03 July. 2 adults and 3 juveniles were first seen at the northern end of Hove on 26 July, 
confirming breeding on the site. These 5 birds were seen again in the same area on 09 
August and 11 October 2022. The 2021 Dorset Woodlark survey showed that the adjacent 
Wareham Forest area, including the Trigon Estate, was particularly important for this 
species. Woodlarks generally favour heathland as a breeding habitat, so it was largely 
unexpected that a pair would breed on former farmland nearby, especially in the first year 
after intensive agriculture ceased. 

3.16 While moth trapping in early July 2022, multiple Nightjars were recorded by DWT staff 
feeding over Wild Woodbury at night. The birds were observed overhead and hawking along 
the hedgerows. A male was also heard ‘churring’ in the direction of Peewit, but may have 
been located just outside the site within Wareham Forest. 5 Nightjars were also recorded 
feeding over Wild Woodbury on 18 August 2022. These are all likely to be birds breeding on 
heathland habitats nearby, both in Wareham Forest and further afield. 

3.17 An adult male Hen Harrier was recorded in the Dodding’s Farm area on 26 December 2020, 
but it is not clear whether this bird actually visited Wild Woodbury. Hen Harrier was first 
definitely recorded from the site on 17 October 2022. Although after the end of the baseline 
year, a male was seen regularly hunting over the site in late 2022, including on 10 and 21 
November. 2 Merlin were observed hunting Linnets in 12 Acres on 17 October, with a female 
seen again on 14 November 2022. Hen Harriers and Merlin often frequent heathland and 
wetland habitats around Poole Harbour and in Wareham Forest and agricultural habitats in 
the Milborne St Andrew area. Neither species was recorded in winter 2021/22, perhaps 
suggesting that the site is only now becoming suitable for these birds. 

3.18 There were reports that Hobby had nested in the adjoining part of Wareham Forest in 
previous years. In 2022, Hobby was observed attempting to nest in trees just south of 
Peewit, although successful breeding was not confirmed. There were several sightings of 
birds hunting over the site during the summer. On the transect surveys 2 birds were seen in 
12 Acres on 17 May 2022. On that date, single birds (probably the same individuals) were 
also seen in Frooms and Peewit. A bird was seen flying through Woodbury 3 on 26 July and 
birds were also seen as late as 18 August. Whilst successful breeding could not be confirmed 
in 2021/22, the spread of records certainly show that Hobby used the site to hunt.    

3.19 Although not one of the heathland species for which the Dorset Heathlands SPA was 
designated, Tree Pipit is a species associated with heathland habitats and is on the 2021 Red 
List of Birds of Conservation Concern. Birds are known to breed nearby within Wareham 
Forest and on the Trigon Estate. The first record for Wild Woodbury was of a single bird 
flushed from the ground in George’s on 26 April 2022. This was thought to be a spring 
migrant, but on 24 May a bird was observed singing from the top of the thistles in 
Aeroplane. On 22 June, 2 Tree Pipits were caught in the nets when ringing. 1 was a female 
with a brood patch and the other was a juvenile, confirming breeding on the site. On 09 
August calling birds were initially heard in Brickhills, which then flew up and sat on the wires 
between Brickhills and 12 Acres. There were 5 birds, which was presumed to be a family 
party of 2 adults and 3 juveniles. 7 Tree Pipit were ringed on 10 August, with another 6 birds 
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caught on 18 August, suggesting that post-breeding birds were also moving in from 
elsewhere (perhaps from Wareham Forest) to feed at Wild Woodbury.     

3.20 Stonechat is a fairly common breeding bird in Dorset, which uses a variety if habitats, 
including heathlands. At Wild Woodbury birds were recorded in every month of the baseline 
year. On 15 March 2022, 4 obvious pairs were seen at Frooms North, Brickfields, Woodbury 
1 and Peewit. Breeding was confirmed on site when juvenile birds were subsequently seen 
at 5 locations, which were:  

 Frooms South – 3 juveniles on 28 June; 
 Frooms North - 1 juvenile on 26 July; 
 12 Acres / Brickfields – 2 juveniles on 28 June; 
 Peewit - 2 juveniles on 10 May and 4 on 24 May; and 
 Bulbarrow – 2 juveniles on 14 June.  

3.21 Although breeding was not confirmed at Woodbury 1, it is likely that Stonechats bred there 
as birds were regularly seen during the breeding season. On 11 October, 35 Stonechats were 
recorded across the site, including 10 at Woodbury 1, suggesting that there is also some 
post-breeding dispersal to the site, perhaps from heathlands and other habitats nearby.  

Other species using the former agricultural land 
3.22 The surveys showed a wide range of other birds using the former agricultural land during the 

baseline year. This included breeding species, wintering species (including birds feeding on 
the site at night) and birds passing through on migration. 

3.23 Spotted Flycatcher is on the 2021 Red List of Birds of Conservation concern and is in serious 
decline nationally. The population in England declined by 71% between 1995 and 2018. At 
least 1 pair bred at Wild Woodbury, although sightings suggest there may have been more. 
On 12 July 2022, a Spotted Flycatcher was seen in Dodding’s Lane with another bird at the 
entrance to the Cress Beds. A bird was seen in Dodding’s Lane again on 06 September. 
Breeding was confirmed when juveniles were seen at the top end of Brickhills on 05 July. A 
juvenile was also seen on the edge of Brewers in the trees in Mate’s Coppice on 26 July. 
These records suggest that at least 2 pairs bred: 1 in the Brewers / Brickhills area; and 1 in 
the Dodding’s Lane / Cress Beds area, although breeding was only confirmed for the former. 

3.24 The amber-listed Whitethroat was recorded on migration and probably bred on site in 2022. 
The first sighting was of a single bird on the edge of Frooms South on 26 April, with 6 birds 
seen across the site on 10 May. All of these were thought to be spring migrants. Breeding 
was strongly suspected in the Woodbury 1 / 3 area, although this could not be confirmed. A 
singing bird was heard in this area on 24 May with display flight from the wires over 
Woodbury 1 observed on 14 June. Birds were also seen in the same area on 28 June and 26 
July (2 birds). Whitethroats continued to be seen into August, but these may have been birds 
on autumn migration.  

3.25 Many singing Blackcaps were recorded on site and this species bred, although this was only 
confirmed through ringing, not with the sighting of juvenile birds. Singing birds were 
recorded during the spring in George’s, Masterman’s and Snatford Copses within the site 
and also from Mate’s Coppice just outside. Singing birds were also recorded from hedgerows 
in a variety of locations. Maximum numbers of singing males were 8 on 06 June with 7 heard 
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on 24 May. A total of 32 birds were ringed during the year, including 17 in July strongly 
suggesting a healthy breeding population on the site. 

3.26 A singing Garden Warbler was recorded on several occasions during the spring in the 
hedgerow between 12 Acres and Claycuts. It was first heard at 12 Acres on 17 May 2022 and 
along the track between 12 Acres and Aeroplane on 24 May. It continued to be heard in this 
area until 01 June. A singing bird in the same location on several occasions indicates that it 
was holding territory, but breeding was not confirmed. 

3.27 During the winter months, nocturnal surveys were undertaken to determine what birds 
were feeding in the fields at night. In Britain, the population of the red-listed Woodcock 
expands significantly in the winter, with birds moving in from Finland and Russia. The 
surveys showed that some of these birds visit Wild Woodbury. A total of 30 Woodcock were 
caught and ringed, including 8 in December 2021 and 22 in January 2022, which will be just a 
small fraction of the local wintering population.  

3.28 Only a single amber-listed Snipe was ringed during the nocturnal winter surveys (in January 
2022), but birds were also recorded during the daytime with 4 on 25 January and 1 on 22 
March. Snipe started to appear again in the autumn, with 1 seen on 26 October 2022. The 
nocturnal surveys showed that the former agricultural fields were also being used by Jack 
Snipe, with 7 ringed in the winter of 2021/22. This survey information was particularly 
useful, as this elusive species had escaped detection during the daytime surveys. 

3.29 In 2021/22 a wide variety of birds were seen at Wild Woodbury on migration, both in the 
spring and autumn. Whilst some of these species, such as Whinchat, are passing through to 
breed elsewhere others, such as Cuckoo and Lesser Whitethroat, may stay to breeding in 
future years as habitats are re-naturalised. 

3.30 Birds recorded on migration included: 

 Cuckoo – the first record was of 2 on 02 May 2022, with another bird calling from 
around Snatford Copse on 03 May. A male was calling from the treetops on the edge 
of Hove on 24 May and another bird was heard on the site on 22 June; 

 Wheatear – first recorded in 2021. 6 birds (3 pairs) were seen in Brickhills on 05 May 
when the males were singing. This species was not seen again until 09 August when 
a single bird was observed sitting on a hay bale in Frooms South; 

 Whinchat – the first record was a male in Brickhills on 05 July 2022. A single bird was 
also seen in Brickhills on 30 August. On 06 September there were 2 birds in Brickhills 
with another 2 birds on the hay bales in Frooms North; 

 Redstart – the first record was on 22 June 2022 along the track between 12 Acres 
and Aeroplane. Another bird was seen in the same location on 24 June with a 
second bird in Aeroplane. On 30 August a single bird was seen at Frooms with 
another bird seen on 10 September; 

 Grasshopper Warbler – only recorded during ringing, with 3 caught on 26 July 2022 
and 2 caught on 18 August; and 

 Lesser Whitethroat – just 1 record of a singing bird in the hedge at Woodbury 1 on 
10 May.                  
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Woodland species 
3.31 The three small areas of woodland at Wild Woodbury are very different in character. 

George’s Copse is mainly on calcareous soils with drainage ditches within and on the eastern 
edge of the wood. Masterman’s and Snatford Copses are on more neutral to acid soils and 
are less structurally diverse. The woodlands are described in more detail in Appendix 1. 
George’s Copse is the most interesting woodland in terms of birds, as it supports breeding 
Marsh Tit, which is on the 2021 Red List of Birds of Conservation Concern. However, all of 
the woodlands support a range of common breeding species. 

3.32 Marsh Tits were heard calling in George’s Copse early in 2022, but it was not until 26 April 
that there was a confirmed sighting. 1 or more birds continued to be seen or heard on 
perhaps 50% of visits to the wood during the breeding season and a family party was seen 
on 06 October. Birds continued to be seen into the autumn with records from 11 October, 
26 October (2 birds) and (beyond the end of the baseline year) 08 November and 02 
December. Although it is possible that the family party was just visiting Wild Woodbury, the 
records throughout the year indicate that the birds almost certainly bred in George’s Copse. 

3.33 The amber-listed Tawny Owl was often heard during nocturnal surveys and was occasionally 
seen hunting over the site at night. They undoubtably use the woodland and former 
agricultural land at Wild Woodbury, but the larger and more extensive woodlands within 
Wareham Forest are probably more to their liking.  

3.34 Firecrest was formerly a rare breeding bird in Britain, but its range has increased and it is 
known to breed in nearby Wareham Forest. There were 3 records of Firecrest in the baseline 
year. The first was of a bird at George’s Copse on 15 May 2022. A bird was ringed on 06 
October and another bird was seen in Mate’s Coppice on 11 October.  

3.35 During the breeding season there have also been records of:  

 Great Spotted Woodpecker (in George’s Copse and in nearby Lower Hove Wood); 
 Jay (in George’s Copse; Masterman’s Copse and Lower Hove Wood); 
 Nuthatch (in George’s Copse, Lower Hove Wood and Mate’s Coppice); and 
 Treecreeper (in George’s Copse, Lower Hove Wood, Mate’s Coppice and on the edge 

of Wareham Forest at Peewit).         

Species using the Bere Stream corridor 
3.36 The valley of the Bere Stream provides a broad corridor for the movement of birds and the 

habitats within the floodplain support a range of wetland species. Most of the habitats of 
interest lie just outside Wild Woodbury, including Dodding’s Farm Cress Beds and the less 
intensively managed grasslands (and other habitats) upstream. Birds that have been 
recorded at the Cress Beds, but not at Wild Woodbury are discussed in Section 5. 

3.37 The wider corridor is used both by wetland birds, such as Grey Heron, Little Egret and 
Cormorant, to move up and down the stream and by other species, such as Gulls and Geese, 
travelling further afield. These species typically pass over Wild Woodbury, rather than visit 
the site.  

3.38 Many other wetland species, including Cetti’s Warbler, Reed Bunting, Kingfisher, Reed 
Warbler and Sedge Warbler are attracted by the wetland habitats in the floodplain. These 
species are more likely to visit Wild Woodbury, but often only the habitats on the edge of 
the site at Frooms and by Court Farm. The proposal to create a SANG in this area has huge 
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potential for the bird interest in the Bere Stream corridor to expand into and to make more 
use of the Wild Woodbury site.    

3.39 Cetti’s Warbler is a locally common breeding resident in Dorset, but the population is 
concentrated in the Poole Harbour and Weymouth areas. The surveys suggest that there is a 
healthy population on the edge of Wild Woodbury, with up to 4 singing males recorded in 
April and May 2022. This included 1 bird around the streamside scrub at Court Farm, 1 on 
the Bere Stream by Frooms North and 2 by the stream at Frooms South. Although the 
surveys clearly show a number of territories in this area, no juveniles were seen. However, a 
juvenile was caught and ringed well away from the floodplain on 07 July 2022, strongly 
suggesting that breeding occurred locally. 

3.40 Reed Buntings breed in the habitats along the Bere Stream, but also winter on the former 
agricultural land at Wild Woodbury. A Reed Bunting was first recorded at Frooms South on 
22 February 2022 and there were single birds at Frooms North and Frooms South on 15 
March. Birds continued to be seen at Frooms until September, with a pair seen on 10 May 
and 2 birds seen on 08 June. A juvenile was also seen in the same location on 14 June 
confirming breeding on the site. Later in the year birds were seen in a variety of locations 
including at 12 Acres, Peewit, Sherford North and Woodbury 1. On 06 September, 11 birds 
were seen on site, including 6 at Peewit and during September 9 birds were ringed. On 26 
October, a baseline year maximum of 25 Reed Buntings was recorded across the site as a 
whole. However, on 13 December, 59 birds were recorded across the site, including 46 sat 
together on wires over Woodbury 1.   

3.41 Kingfisher was not recorded on the transect surveys, but birds were seen on the Bere Stream 
during 2022 and almost certainly breed there, but not on Wild Woodbury itself. Reed 
Warblers may have bred in the floodplain adjacent to Frooms North / South as birds were 
heard singing on 26 April and 10 and 24 May, suggesting that a territory had been 
established. It is less likely that Sedge Warblers bred, as they were only recorded singing on 
one date (10 May), with single birds at Court Farm and Frooms North. Small numbers of 
Reed and Sedge Warblers were ringed in late July and August well away from the Bere 
Stream, which were likely to have been migrants rather than local birds.               

Other species using the site 
3.42 Wild Woodbury is located close to a number of important habitats: in Wareham Forest; 

along the Bere Stream and River Piddle; and in Poole Harbour. Several species using these 
habitats visited Wild Woodbury in 2021/22 and may well return to make greater use of the 
site in future years, especially when the proposals to restore nature start to take effect. 

3.43 In the baseline year species recorded included:  

 Goshawk and the amber-listed Honey-buzzard. Both species breed in forests and 
larger blocks of woodland, but hunt over wider areas. A Goshawk was seen on the 
transect survey on 22 February 2022. This species and Honey-buzzard were also 
seen on several occasions by other observers later in the year; 

 White-tailed Eagles from the Isle of Wight re-introduction project. Satellite tagging 
data showed that birds from the project visited the site during 2021/22. However, it 
was not until 07 November 2022, just after the end of the baseline year, that one of 
the Eagles was seen flying over the site;  
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 Raven, which bred in Wareham Forest in 2020. Ravens were seen on 4 occasions on 
the transect survey in March, April and October 2022 and November 2021; 

 2 red-listed Lapwing at Peewit in late 2021. 3 pairs bred on a newly created wetland 
at Sunnyside Farm, just south of Wareham in 2020, so this species could be 
attracted by newly created wetland habitats at Wild Woodbury; 

 Great White Egret flying over in mid-April 2022. Since first breeding on the Somerset 
Levels in 2012, this species has been recorded much more frequently in wetland 
habitats in Dorset, including in nearby Poole Harbour; 

 A pair of Egyptian Geese in Hove on 10 May 2022. Birds have recently started to 
breed at Swineham near Wareham and at Silverlake near Crossways, so could also 
be attracted by new wetland habitats at Wild Woodbury; and 

 The amber-listed Mediterranean Gull. This species breeds in Poole Harbour and 
birds move inland to feed during the breeding season. In summer 2022, the insects 
in the former arable fields (mostly Hove and Bulbarrow) attracted Mediterranean 
Gulls, between 29 May and 28 June, with a maximum of 61 birds on 22 June.          

Species recorded before November 2021 
3.44 As Wild Woodbury was not systematically recorded before November 2021, it is difficult to 

gain a full understanding of how birds used the site when it was more intensively managed 
for agriculture. Casual records of birds recorded in the period up to October 2021 produced 
a total of 46 species for the site, as set out in Figure 3.1, which is clearly an under-
representation of the birds that were present at that time. However, some insight can be 
gained from observations made prior to November 2021. 

3.45 In general, the fields on the site were not being used by birds when it was being intensively 
managed for agriculture. Birds were largely confined to the Bere Stream corridor and to the 
older hedges. There was a remnant population of Yellowhammer near the Woodbury 
Crossroads and Skylarks were more or less confined to the less intensive pastures. Since 
agriculture has ceased, birds are making much more use of the fields. Yellowhammers have 
spread across the site and Skylarks are favouring the ex-arable fields. 

3.46 When the site was being more intensively managed, there was a clear lack of Corvids, 
Woodpeckers and common birds of prey, such as Kestrel. There was also a noticeable lack of 
activity in the woodlands, possibly due to the release pens and game bird feeding stations 
associated with the Pheasant shoot. Since agriculture (and the shoot) have ceased, there is 
more bird activity in the woods, especially George’s Copse and Corvids, Woodpeckers, 
common birds of prey (and a wide range of other species) are now more frequently 
recorded.  
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4. Birds Recorded at Wild Woodbury 

4.1 This is a systematic list of the birds recorded at Wild Woodbury incorporating records from 
all sources of data for the period November 2021 to October 2022. 

4.2 The list is in taxonomic order, following the order used in the Dorset Bird Report 2020, 
reflecting the Dorset Bird List as of October 2021.  

 

Systematic List 
Canada Goose 
2021/2022 Sightings 
Canada Geese have only been recorded flying over Wild Woodbury, typically along the Bere Stream 
corridor. This species was not recorded on the bird transects during the baseline year, but a flock of 
6 birds was seen flying down the Bere Stream on 08 November 2022. Other records of Canada Geese 
flying over the site include: 8 on 08 August 2022; 2 on 16 September; and 6 on 06 October.  

Commentary 
In Dorset, Canada Goose is a very common feral breeding resident. There is a large wintering 
population in the Swineham area of Poole Harbour. Smaller numbers use the Piddle Valley, including 
the lakes at Budden’s Farm, and this species has been recorded breeding on the Trigon Estate. 

Given the proximity of these populations, this species could be seen flying over Wild Woodbury at 
any time of year, but is more likely to be seen in autumn and winter. Canada Geese could visit the 
valley of the Bere Stream when flooding occurs and may also be attracted to new wetland habitats 
created at Wild Woodbury.  

Greylag Goose 
2021/2022 Sightings 
The only record is of a flock of 27 Greylag Geese flying over the site on 16 September 2022.  

Commentary 
In Dorset, Greylag Goose is an increasing feral breeding resident. The nearest breeding location is 
Brownsea Island, where juveniles have been recorded in 2018, 2019 and 2020. Large flocks can be 
seen at Swineham (96 in November 2020) and further west at Silverlake, near Crossways (195 in 
September 2020). 

Greylag Geese could be seen flying over Wild Woodbury at any time of year, but they are more likely 
to be seen in autumn and winter. This species could visit the valley of the Bere Stream when flooding 
occurs and may also be attracted to any newly created wetland habitats.      

Mute Swan 
2021/2022 Sightings 
The only record is of 3 Mute Swans flying over Frooms South and along the valley of the Bere Stream 
on 25 January 2022.  

Commentary 
In Dorset, Mute Swan is a common breeding resident and winter visitor. In 2020 this species was 
recorded breeding on the nearby Trigon Estate, at Wareham Common and at Swineham with a 
significant wintering population (196 birds in October 2020) in Poole Harbour.  Mute Swans could be 
seen flying over Wild Woodbury at any time of year, but are more likely to be seen in autumn and 
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winter. It is unlikely that this species would breed on Wild Woodbury, but breeding on the Bere 
Stream is a possibility. 

Egyptian Goose 
2021/2022 Sightings 
The only record during the baseline year is of 2 birds in Hove on 22 May 2022, although 2 birds were 
also recorded on 10 December.  

Commentary 
In Dorset, Egyptian Goose is an uncommon but increasing introduced resident. Although there has 
been a large population in the Lower Avon Valley on the Dorset / Hampshire border for many years 
(150 birds in 2020), this species has been less common elsewhere in Dorset. However, Egyptian 
Geese bred at Silverlake in 2016 and at nearby Swineham in 2021. It is likely that there will an 
increased number of sightings at Wild Woodbury in the future.   

Mallard 
2021/2022 Sightings 
Mallard were recorded flying over Wild Woodbury each month between January and May 2022 and 
also on 06 September, when the highest count of 7 birds (flying over Frooms North) was made. 
Typically, birds were seen flying along the valley of the Bere Stream or over the adjacent Hove and 
Bulbarrow, but there are also records for Brewers and Sherford South. A single bird was seen on the 
pond at Bloxworth on 22 February 2022, but there was no further evidence of breeding.  

Commentary 
In Dorset, Mallard is a very common breeding resident and winter visitor. The nearest breeding birds 
noted in the 2020 Dorset Bird Report were at Morden Bog and Wareham Common, but it is likely 
that breeding is much more widespread on rivers, streams and ditches around Wild Woodbury. This 
species almost certainly breeds on the Bere Stream. The pond at Bloxworth could potentially be 
suitable breeding habitat, as could any newly created wetlands on the site.  

Pheasant 
2021/2022 Sightings 
Before Wild Woodbury was purchased, there was a Pheasant shoot with release pens in Lower Hove 
Wood and Masterman’s Copse and numerous game bird feeding stations across the site. The shoot 
no longer exists, but given that it only ceased operation recently (and the presence of other shoots 
nearby) it is not surprising that Pheasant was recorded in every month of the baseline year.  

There was a maximum count of 11 birds on 21 December 2021 comprising 1 at Peewit, 1 at Sherford 
North, 4 at Aeroplane and 5 at Hove. However, no more than 1 or 2 birds were recorded on survey 
dates after July 2022, perhaps suggesting a reduction in numbers following cessation of the shoot.  

Birds were noted in June and July in suitable breeding habitat at George’s Copse, Masterman’s 
Copse, Dodding’s Lane, Hove and Peewit, but there was no further evidence of breeding.    

Commentary 
In Dorset, Pheasant is an abundant introduced species with the population supplemented by 
releases for shooting. Although there is no longer a shoot on the site, there are shoots on nearby 
estates, so it is likely that birds will continue to be seen at Wild Woodbury in the future. Not all 
Pheasants are released and can breed in the wild without human supervision, so it is possible that 
this species could breed at Wild Woodbury in future years.   
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Quail 
2021/2022 Sightings 
The only record during the baseline year was of a Quail calling from the northern end of Wilcox’s on 
01 June 2022.  

Commentary 
In Dorset, Quail is an uncommon breeding visitor and passage migrant. In 2020, most singing birds 
were recorded from the north-east of the County, including to the east of Blandford. As this species 
was only recorded on a single date, the bird at Wild Woodbury is likely to have been a passage 
migrant. However, breeding on site in the future is a possibility.     

Red-legged Partridge 
2021/2022 Sightings 
The only record of Red-legged Partridge during the baseline year was of one caught during a 
nocturnal ringing session in winter 2021/22. 

Commentary 
In Dorset, Red-legged Partridge is a non-native species, with numbers supplemented by releases for 
shooting, including on the nearby Trigon Estate, where a maximum of 17 released birds was 
recorded on 12 October 2020. The bird caught at Wild Woodbury is more likely to have been a 
released bird from a nearby shoot, although it may have bred locally. It is possible that this species 
could breed at Wild Woodbury in future years.              

Nightjar 
2021/2022 Sightings 
While moth trapping on 02 July 2022, 3 Nightjars were recorded by DWT staff feeding over Wild 
Woodbury at night. The birds were observed overhead and hawking along the hedgerows around 
Pieces 2. A male was also heard ‘churring’ in the direction of Peewit, but may have been located just 
outside the site within Wareham Forest. 5 Nightjars were also recorded feeding over Wild Woodbury 
on 18 August 2022.  

Commentary 
In Dorset, Nightjar is a fairly common breeding summer visitor and scarce passage migrant. Nightjars 
nest on heathland and in cleared or recently replanted forestry plantations and feed for insects over 
grasslands and other habitats. A survey in 2016 recorded 405 birds at 46 sites across Dorset 
including birds at Sugar Hill and Morden Bog in nearby Wareham Forest. The Nightjars recorded 
hawking at Wild Woodbury are likely to be birds breeding on heathland habitats nearby, both in 
Wareham Forest and further afield. The less intensive management of Wild Woodbury will increase 
the populations of moths and other insects and make the site more attractive to feeding Nightjars.  

Swift 
2021/2022 Sightings 
During the baseline year, Swift was first recorded when 3 birds were seen over the farm buildings in 
Dodding’s Lane on 25 May 2022. Birds were seen on a further 5 occasions during the summer mostly 
over or close to the valley of the Bere Stream. The maximum count (and last sighting) was of 6 birds 
over Court Farm on 07 July. Although birds were seen around the buildings in Dodding’s Lane and 
Court Farm during the breeding season, there was no further evidence of breeding.  
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Commentary 
In Dorset, Swift is a declining breeding visitor and passage migrant. As they nest in buildings, the only 
potential breeding location at Wild Woodbury would be Court Farm. They could possibly also nest 
just off the site in the buildings at Dodding’s Farm. The less intensive management of Wild 
Woodbury will increase the populations of insects making it more attractive to feeding Swifts.   

Cuckoo 
2021/2022 Sightings 
In 2022, there were 6 records of birds in the spring. The first record was of 2 birds on 02 May, with 
another bird calling from around Snatford Copse on 03 May. On 17 May a bird was recorded at 
Peewit and a male was heard calling from the treetops on the edge of Hove on 24 May. A bird was 
heard in Masterman’s Copse on 16 June with the final record of another bird being heard on the site 
on 22 June. Despite the numerous spring records, there was no further evidence of breeding during 
the year.   

Commentary 
In Dorset, Cuckoo is a fairly common but declining breeding visitor and passage migrant. During the 
breeding season it was recorded in from 59 locations in Dorset in 2017, including Morden Bog and 
Sugar Hill in Wareham Forest. Although declining in Dorset and across the South West as a whole, 
this species may breed at Wild Woodbury in future years.    

Rock Dove (Feral Pigeon) 
2021/2022 Sightings 
Feral Pigeons were recorded in every month of the baseline year, except February 2022. They were 
most commonly seen around the farm buildings at Court Farm, but were also recorded over Frooms 
and Hove. The maximum count was of 15 birds on 10 September. A bird was seen using the Barn 
Owl box in one of the farm buildings at Court Farm on 26 April. Breeding was confirmed when 2 
juveniles were seen with 3 adults on the Barn Owl box on 14 June.   

Commentary 
In Dorset, Rock Dove / Feral Pigeon is a common urban breeding resident that also breeds locally 
along the coast. The farm buildings at Court Farm are likely to be the only suitable breeding habitat 
for this species at Wild Woodbury. 

Stock Dove 
2021/2022 Sightings 
Stock Doves were recorded in 10 of the 12 months in the baseline year and were only not seen in 
May and August 2022. The maximum count was of 15 birds on the 10 September, with 9 birds seen 
together in Hove on 22 February. A pair was seen in suitable nesting habitat in Hove on 14 June, but 
there was no further evidence of breeding. 

Commentary 
In Dorset, Stock Dove is a common but declining breeding resident, winter visitor and passage 
migrant. Stock Doves clearly overwinter at Wild Woodbury and the presence of birds throughout the 
year with good numbers present after the breeding season (in September) suggests that this species 
may breed on the site, although this was not confirmed in 2021/22. 
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Woodpigeon 
2021/2022 Sightings 
Woodpigeons were recorded in every month of the baseline year. The largest flocks were recorded 
in November 2021 when 340 birds were seen across the site as a whole, including a flock of 190 over 
Wilcoxs. Other high counts include 250 birds on 26 July 2022 and 123 birds on 25 January. Birds were 
observed in suitable nesting habitat at Court Farm, Frooms South, Hove, George’s Copse, Woodbury 
1 and Sherford North, although breeding was not confirmed. 

Commentary 
In Dorset, Woodpigeon is a very common breeding resident, passage migrant and winter visitor. 
Given the presence of birds in suitable nesting habitats across the site and the large numbers 
recorded in July, this species will almost certainly breed at Wild Woodbury. The highest count in 
November 2021 is likely to include birds on migration. The 100+ count in January 2022 shows that 
many birds also overwinter on the site. 

Collared Dove 
2021/2022 Sightings 
The only records of Collared Dove are of 2 birds on 21 December 2021, 2 birds on 26 April 2022 and 
a single bird on 26 July. All records were from the Court Farm and Frooms North area.  

Commentary 
In Dorset, Collared Dove is a common breeding resident, often in association with human habitation. 
The limited number of records suggests that this species probably does not breed at Wild 
Woodbury, although the buildings at Court Farm could be a suitable nest site in future years. 

Lapwing 
2021/2022 Sightings 
The only record during the baseline year was of 2 birds in Peewit on 10 December 2021. However, 
after the end of the baseline year, Lapwings were attracted to the site in December 2022 during a 
period of cold weather. On 12 December there were 56 Lapwings in Bloxworth (with 9 Golden 
Plover). On 13 December, 61 Lapwing were recorded across the site as whole, including 52 birds at 
Bloxworth (with 17 Golden Plover), 8 birds flying over Wilcoxs and 1 over Frooms South. On the 
same day, another group of 86 birds was seen flying over the site. In late 2022, fencing contractors 
also reported Lapwings in Peewit.  

Commentary 
In Dorset, Lapwing is a declining breeding resident, common winter visitor and passage migrant. 
Flocks of 2,000 to 3,000 birds can occur in Poole Harbour in cold weather during the winter. This 
species has undergone a major decline as a breeding species nationally and in Dorset with only a few 
pairs remaining around Poole Harbour and in other locations, such as Morden Bog.  

The works to re-naturalise the headwaters of the Sherford River and the colder weather in 
December 2022, certainly helped to make Wild Woodbury more attractive to wintering Lapwings 
(and Golden Plover). This species could also be attracted as a breeding species by newly created 
wetland habitats at Wild Woodbury, as happened at Sunnyside Farm, just south of Wareham when 3 
pairs bred on a newly created wetland in 2020.   
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Coot 
2021/2022 Sightings 
The only record is of a single Coot calling over the site during one of the nocturnal ringing sessions 
during the winter of 2021/22.  

Commentary 
In Dorset, Coot is a common breeding resident and winter visitor. In the Poole Harbour area, it 
seems to favour nesting at larger water bodies, such as the lakes at Swineham, Little Sea and Poole 
Park. There is also a wintering flock of over 100 birds at Swineham, with 1 or 2 birds occasionally 
seen on the floods on Wareham Common. Given the lack of water bodies at Wild Woodbury it is 
unlikely that this species would breed on the site, but it is possible that 1 or 2 birds could make use 
of any newly created wetlands during the winter months.  

Woodcock 
2021/2022 Sightings 
A total of 30 Woodcock were caught and ringed at nocturnal ringing sessions during the baseline 
year. This included 8 in December 2021 and 22 in January 2022, which is likely to be just a small 
fraction of the local wintering population.  

Commentary 
In Dorset, Woodcock is an uncommon breeding resident, locally common winter visitor and passage 
migrant. Wintering birds are thought to be from Finland and Russia. There has been no confirmed 
breeding of this species in Poole Harbour in recent years, although nearby Wareham Forest has 
historically been a breeding location. A recent survey found a healthy wintering population in Poole 
Harbour of about 650 birds. The ringing at Wild Woodbury suggests there is also a healthy wintering 
population in Wareham Forest, with some birds using the fields at Wild Woodbury to feed.    

Nocturnal ringing session: Woodcock (left) and Jack Snipe (right) (Seb Haggett) 
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Jack Snipe 
2021/2022 Sightings 
During the baseline year, Jack Snipe was only recorded during nocturnal ringing sessions with a 
single bird caught in December 2021, 5 birds caught in January 2022 and 2 caught in February. Just 
after the end of the baseline year, 4 birds were flushed from Wilcoxs on 13 December 2022.  

Commentary 
In Dorset, Jack Snipe is an uncommon winter visitor and passage migrant although probably under-
recorded, due to its skulking behaviour and preference for inaccessible habitats. The records above 
show that wintering birds use the fields at Wild Woodbury to feed.  

Snipe 
2021/2022 Sightings 
During the baseline year, Snipe was recorded at Wild Woodbury during the winter months. The first 
record was of 4 birds on 25 January 2022 comprising 2 birds at Wilcoxs and 2 at Brickhills. A single 
bird was also caught and ringed during nocturnal ringing sessions in January. The only other records 
in the baseline year were of 1 bird at Wilcoxs on 22 March and another single bird on 26 October. 
Just after the end of the baseline year, there were higher counts during a cold snap, with 3 on 02 
December, 5 on 10 December and 8 on 13 December comprising 7 birds in Wilcoxs and 1 at 
George’s.  

Commentary 
In Dorset, Snipe is a scarce breeding resident, fairly common but declining winter visitor and passage 
migrant. However, breeding has not been confirmed since the early 2000s. As the records show, this 
species winters at Wild Woodbury and is likely to benefit from the proposals to create new wetlands 
on the site. 

Snipe at Wild Woodbury (Seb Haggett) 
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Green Sandpiper 
2021/2022 Sightings 
There were only 2 records of Green Sandpiper at Wild Woodbury during the baseline year. The first 
was of a single bird at Wilcoxs on 07 January 2022. The second was of a bird flying over Frooms 
South from the adjacent Dodding’s Farm Cress Beds on 09 August. Green Sandpipers were a regular 
feature at the Cress Beds between December 2021 and March 2022 with a maximum of 3 birds on 
22 February. 3 birds were also seen at the Cress Beds on 13 December 2022. Just after the end of the 
baseline year, the wetland restoration works at Wild Woodbury also attracted Green Sandpiper very 
shortly after being completed.  

Commentary 
In Dorset, Green Sandpiper is a locally common passage migrant and winter visitor. It often occurs 
on the edge of pools in wet muddy fields and in Dorset on the many watercress beds in the county. 
As Green Sandpipers already use the adjacent Cress Beds, they are likely to make greater use of the 
newly created wetlands at Wild Woodbury in future years.    

Green Sandpiper at Dodding’s Farm Cress Beds (Trevor Warrick) 

Black-headed Gull 
2021/2022 Sightings 
Most records of Black-headed Gull have been of small numbers flying over the site. The first record 
was of 3 birds flying over Frooms on 11 February 2022. Most records were from the spring of 2022 
into summer. Often records were of birds flying along the valley of the Bere Stream, but there were 
also records of birds over Wilcoxs, Aeroplane, Woodbury 1 and Peewit. The maximum count of 73 
birds was on 14 June 2022, when a variety of Gulls were feeding on flying insects over the site. This 
comprised 5 over Court Farm, 35 over Bulbarrow / Hove and 33 over Brickhills / 12 Acres. Large 
numbers of feeding Gulls were also noted on other days around that time. 
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Commentary 
In Dorset, Black-headed Gull is a locally abundant breeding resident, fairly common passage migrant 
and winter visitor. There is a breeding colony of over 6,000 pairs and a large population of wintering 
birds in Poole Harbour. These birds will often move inland to feed. The less intensive management of 
Wild Woodbury is likely to increase the availability of food, including insects, which will attract 
greater numbers of Black-headed Gulls in the future.  

Mediterranean Gull 
2021/2022 Sightings 
Mediterranean Gulls were only seen in late May and June 2022. The first record was of a single bird 
over the site on 29 May. This was followed by 46 birds on 08 June, 5 on 14 June, 2 on 16 June, a 
maximum of 61 on 22 June and the last record of 1 on 28 June. Typically, the birds were seen 
together with other Gulls feeding on flying insects over the former arable fields in the Bulbarrow / 
Hove and Brickhills / 12 Acres areas.   

Commentary 
In Dorset, Mediterranean Gull is a locally common breeding resident, passage migrant and winter 
visitor. There is a breeding colony of over 150 pairs in Poole Harbour with many wintering birds 
across the County. It is possible, but not proven, that the birds visiting Wild Woodbury in June were 
from the Poole Harbour colony. The less intensive management of Wild Woodbury is likely to 
increase the availability of food, including insects, which will attract greater numbers of 
Mediterranean Gulls in the future.  

Great Black-backed Gull 
2021/2022 Sightings 
The only record during the baseline year was of a single Great Black-backed Gull over Pieces 2 on 22 
February 2022.   

Commentary 
In Dorset, Great Black-backed Gull is an uncommon breeding resident, fairly common winter visitor 
and passage migrant. There is a breeding colony on Brownsea Lagoon where 20 pairs fledged 12 
chicks in 2020. High counts in Poole Harbour are usually only around 50 to 60 birds. It is likely that 
Great Black-backed Gulls will continue to visit Wild Woodbury in small numbers in the future. 

Herring Gull 
2021/2022 Sightings 
Herring Gulls were recorded in 9 of the 12 months during the baseline year, only not being seen in 
January, March and April 2022. Most records were of small numbers of birds passing over the site 
often along the valley of the Bere Stream. Maximum counts were of 23 birds on 25 August 2022 and 
30 over Court Farm on 11 October.   

Commentary 
In Dorset, Herring Gull is a locally abundant breeding resident, very common winter visitor and 
passage migrant. This species will pass over Wild Woodbury often on the way to feed in fields inland. 
Herring Gulls often visit flooded fields in the winter, such as on Wareham Common, and may also 
visit Wild Woodbury more frequently when new wetlands are created.     
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Lesser Black-backed Gull 
2021/2022 Sightings 
There were only 3 records of Lesser Black-backed Gull in the baseline year. The first record was of 5 
birds on 02 May 2022. 4 birds were seen on 05 July comprising 2 at Bulbarrow and 2 at Frooms. 

Commentary 
In Dorset, Lesser Black-backed Gull is an uncommon breeding resident, fairly common winter visitor 
and passage migrant. This species will pass over Wild Woodbury often on the way to feed in fields 
inland. It is likely that Lesser Black-backed Gulls will continue to visit Wild Woodbury in small 
numbers the future, with perhaps more frequent records if they make use of newly created 
wetlands.  

Cormorant 
2021/2022 Sightings 
The only records are of single birds flying along the valley of the Bere Stream and over Court Farm on 
09 November 2021 and 15 March 2022. 2 birds were also recorded at Dodding’s Farm Cress Beds on 
12 April 2022. 

Commentary 
In Dorset, Cormorant is a locally common breeding resident and common winter visitor. Birds nest 
on coastal cliffs in Purbeck, particularly at Ballard Down and winter in large numbers (550+ birds) in 
Poole Harbour. Small numbers of Cormorants will fly over Wild Woodbury and will continue to use 
the adjacent Cress Beds in future years. 

Grey Heron 
2021/2022 Sightings  
Grey Heron was recorded on 7 occasions during the baseline year. Typically single birds were seen 
flying along the valley of the Bere Stream. The first record was on 09 November 2021 and the next 
was on 08 March 2022. Single birds were then seen each month from June until October 2022, with 
a maximum of 4 on 10 August.  

Commentary 
In Dorset, Grey Heron is a fairly common breeding resident and winter visitor. This species breeds in 
Poole Harbour where in 2017, 9 pairs bred. Birds from the Harbour and elsewhere will visit wetland 
habitats inland, such as the valley of the Bere Stream to feed. As Herons nest communally in 
heronries, this species is unlikely to breed at Wild Woodbury, but the creation of wetland will make 
the site more attractive to feeding birds. 

Great White Egret 
2021/2022 Sightings 
The only record in the baseline year was of a single bird at Frooms on 26 March 2022. 

Commentary 
The 2020 Dorset Bird Report states that Great White Egret is a scarce passage migrant and winter 
visitor. This status is likely to change as birds disperse from recently established breeding colonies, 
particularly on the Somerset Levels. Sightings in Dorset continue to increase with up to 7 birds 
wintering at Longham Lakes in 2020 and up to 4 birds seen at Swineham in 2022. Given the 
expanding population, sightings of Great White Egret at Wild Woodbury are likely to increase in 
future years, especially along the Bere Stream.     
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Little Egret 
2021/2022 Sightings 
Little Egrets were seen in 8 of the 12 months of the baseline year, either on Wild Woodbury or at 
Dodding’s Farm Cress Beds. Typically, the sightings were of single birds, in or associated with the 
valley of the Bere Stream. There was a maximum of 6 birds at Wild Woodbury on 06 October 2022 
with a maximum of 3 on the Cress Beds on 22 February. 2 Little Egrets also visited the new wet areas 
in Sherford North and Peewit in December 2022, just after the end of the baseline year.  

Commentary 
In Dorset, Little Egret is a locally common breeding resident. This species breeds in Poole Harbour 
and birds will visit other nearby wetland habitats to feed. It is likely that Little Egrets will continue to 
be seen along the Bere Stream and are likely to make increased use of the newly created wetlands 
on Wild Woodbury in future years. 

Osprey 
2021/2022 Sightings 
The only record is of a single Osprey flying over the site on 23 April 2022.  

Commentary 
In Dorset, Osprey is an uncommon passage migrant, but records have increased significantly in 
recent years as populations in Scotland, at Rutland Water and elsewhere have grown. Birds are seen 
in Poole Harbour almost daily during spring and autumn migration and so are likely to visit Wild 
Woodbury on passage.  

A translocation project is taking place in Poole Harbour to try and encourage breeding. A single bird 
was successfully fledged in 2022 and if this success continues, it is likely that Ospreys will be seen on 
the site more frequently in the future. 

Honey-buzzard 

Honey-buzzard flying over Wild Woodbury (Seb Haggett) 
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2021/2022 Sightings 
There were reports of Honey-buzzards over the woodlands adjoining Wild Woodbury in early 
summer, including reports of 2 birds together wing clapping in mid-June. A bird was also 
photographed flying over the site on 05 September. 

Commentary 
In Dorset, Honey-buzzard is an uncommon passage migrant and summer visitor, which attempts to 
breed annually. As Honey-buzzards typically occupy extensive areas of woodland, Wild Woodbury 
would not offer suitable nesting habitat. It is likely that birds will continue to be seen over the 
adjoining woodlands in the future.  

Sparrowhawk 
2021/2022 Sightings 
Sparrowhawks were seen in 8 of the 12 months spread throughout the baseline year. They were 
seen in a variety of locations, including Court Farm, Frooms North, Hove, George’s, Brickhills and 
Peewit. All records were of single birds except on 11 October 2022 when 2 different birds were seen 
over Court Farm and Peewit. 

Commentary 
In Dorset, Sparrowhawk is a common breeding resident, winter visitor and passage migrant. The 
woodlands at Wild Woodbury may be too small to support breeding Sparrowhawks, although they 
certainly breed in suitable habitat nearby. For example, in 2017 breeding Sparrowhawks were 
recorded at nearby Sugar Hill in Wareham Forest. 

Goshawk 
2021/2022 Sightings 
There was only 1 record of Goshawk on the transect survey during the baseline year. On 22 February 
2022 a bird flew over Court Farm at about 9.45 and was seen again in the same area (then flying 
over Bere Regis) at about 2.45pm. Goshawks were seen on several subsequent occasions during the 
spring of 2022. 

Commentary 
In Dorset, Goshawk is an increasing visitor and recent breeder in small numbers. In 2019, there was 
an estimated breeding population of 15 pairs, but this is thought to be increasing. In August 2022, 
one of the juvenile Ospreys from the re-introduction project in Poole Harbour was attacked and later 
died after sustaining injuries from a predation attempt by a juvenile Goshawk. This shows that 
Goshawks certainly breed in the wider area, but given their preference for larger woodlands, it is 
very unlikely that this species would breed in any of the 3 small woodlands at Wild Woodbury.  

Hen Harrier 
2021/2022 Sightings  
An adult male Hen Harrier was recorded in the Dodding’s Farm area on 26 December 2020, but it is 
not clear whether this bird actually visited Wild Woodbury. Hen Harrier was first definitely recorded 
from the site on 17 October 2022. After the end of the baseline year a male was seen regularly 
hunting over the site in late 2022, including on 10 and 21 November.  

Commentary 
In Dorset, Hen Harrier is a localised winter visitor and scarce passage migrant. Birds regularly winter 
in the western part of Poole Harbour and on the surrounding heaths in Purbeck. Birds also visit the 
wet bogs within Wareham Forest, for example Morden Bog. Hen Harriers were not recorded in 
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winter 2021/22, perhaps suggesting that the less intensive management at Wild Woodbury is now 
making the site more suitable for this species. 

Red Kite 
2021/2022 Sightings 
There were 6 sightings of Red Kites over Wild Woodbury in the baseline year. The first was of a 
single bird over Hove on 08 February 2022. There were a further 4 records between 26 April and 22 
June, with 2 birds seen over Brickhills on 16 June. The only bird seen in the autumn was a single bird 
over Brickhills on 30 August. A single bird was also seen just after the end of the baseline year over 
Peewit on 13 December.  

Commentary 
This species was formally a rare breeding bird in Britain, but as a result of re-introduction 
programmes, it has become much more widespread. It has not become well-established in Dorset 
yet, but during spring 2020, there were many reports from all over the County. The records for Wild 
Woodbury from April to June are most likely to be spring migrants, but the records from February 
and December are more likely to be of birds wandering from wintering populations beyond, or on 
the edge of, Dorset. 

White-tailed Eagle 
2021/2022 Sightings 
Satellite tagging data shows that White-tailed Eagles from the Isle of Wight Re-introduction project 
visited Wild Woodbury during 2021/22. However, it was not until 07 November 2022 (just after the 
end of the baseline year), that one of the Eagles was actually observed flying over the site. 

Commentary 
White-tailed Eagle is a very rare vagrant to Dorset and had not been recorded in the wild since 1941 
until 2 sightings were made in 2020 over Oakers Wood (in May) and at Wareham (in September). 
The partnership to re-introduce White-tailed Eagles to the Isle of Wight commenced in 2019 since 
when birds have been seen in a wide variety of locations in Dorset and elsewhere. It is likely that 
birds from the project will be seen more frequently over Wild Woodbury if or when a breeding 
population establishes itself in Dorset, Hampshire or on the Isle of Wight. The records of wild birds 
from 2020 show that genuine vagrants could also occur.       

Buzzard 
2021/2022 Sightings 
Buzzard was recorded at Wild Woodbury in every month of the baseline year. The highest counts of 
7 birds were made on 15 and 22 March 2022. On 15 March, 2 birds (which seemed to be a pair) flew 
out of Lower Hove Wood and 5 birds were circling over Aeroplane, 2 of which were calling to each 
other. On 22 March there were 2 over Fanny's, 4 over Claycutts and 1 over Frooms South. During the 
breeding season birds were regularly seen over George’s Copse and Masterman’s Copse. Birds were 
also seen over Bulbarrow / Hove next to Lower Hove Wood and over Peewit / Sherford South next to 
Wareham Forest. 

Commentary 
In Dorset, Buzzard is a common breeding resident. Given the numerous sightings it is likely that 
Buzzard bred on Wild Woodbury and almost certainly bred in the adjoining woodlands. 
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Barn Owl 
2021/2022 Sightings 
The only record of Barn Owl during the baseline year was of a single bird at Woodbury 3 on 04 
February 2022. This bird was seen hunting over the site when bird ringing was taking place at night. 
Pellets on the ground in one of the buildings at Court Farm show that Barn Owls sat on the rafters to 
consume prey. There is a Barn Owl box in another building at Court Farm. However, it was not used 
by Barn Owls to breed in 2022 as it was occupied by a family of Feral Pigeons. In late December, 
after the end of the baseline year, a Barn Owl was also seen in the brick barn at Court Farm.  

Commentary 
In Dorset, Barn Owl is a scarce breeding resident, but there is a breeding population in and around 
the western edge of Poole Harbour. Barn Owls nested at Swineham in 2017 and at least 2 pairs bred 
on (and in close proximity to) Wareham Common in 2022. Barn Owls could breed at Wild Woodbury 
in future years, especially if the less intensive management increases the availability of prey, which 
would also encourage other local birds to hunt over the site. 

Barn Owl at Wareham Common (Trevor Warrick) and Barn Owl pellet at Court Farm (Seb Haggett) 

Tawny Owl 
2021/2022 Sightings 
The only record is of a single Tawny Owl at Brickhills on 04 February 2022. This bird was recorded 
when bird ringing was taking place at night.      

Commentary 
In Dorset, Tawny Owl is a common breeding resident, generally in woodland. This species is known 
to breed in nearby Wareham Forest and could possibly breed in the smaller woodlands at Wild 
Woodbury. As Tawny Owls are nocturnal, they have not been recorded on any of the daytime 
surveys. The single night-time record shows that this species is present in the area. There would 
almost certainly be more records if the site was surveyed more frequently at night.  
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Tawny Owl videograb (Bournemouth University)  

Kingfisher 
2021/2022 Sightings 
There were just 3 records of Kingfisher during the baseline year. The first record was of a single bird 
around Court Farm on 03 March 2022. Single birds were also seen at Frooms on 30 August and 12 
September.  

Commentary 
In Dorset, Kingfisher is a fairly common breeding resident, which nests in burrows in low stream 
banks. It is unlikely that this species breeds on Wild Woodbury, but it will almost certainly breed on 
the banks of the adjacent Bere Stream. If the re-naturalisation of the upper reaches of the Sherford 
River results in there being water in the ditches and channels throughout the year, then Kingfisher 
could potentially also use these banks to nest. 

Great Spotted Woodpecker 
2021/2022 Sightings 
There were 6 records of Great Spotted Woodpecker in the baseline year. The first was of a bird seen 
in Lower Hove Wood on 25 January 2022. A bird was then seen in George’s Copse on 12 April. Birds 
were also recorded by the Stour Ringing Group on 26, July, 10 August (2), 18 August and 06 October.  

Commentary 
In Dorset, Great Spotted Woodpecker is a common breeding resident. The 3 small woodlands 
provide suitable breeding habitat for this species, but it is not clear from the limited number of 
records whether this species bred at Wild Woodbury in the baseline year. It will certainly breed in 
neighbouring Wareham Forest and so may breed on site in future years. 

Green Woodpecker 
2021/2022 Sightings 
Whilst ringing on the site, the Stour Ringing Group noted Green Woodpecker flying between Lower 
Hove Wood and George’s Wood fairly frequently in the spring. There were only 3 subsequent 
records of single birds at Peewit on 09 August 2022, on 18 August and on 11 October from 12 Acres.    

Commentary 
In Dorset, Green Woodpecker is a common breeding resident. The 3 small woodlands provide 
suitable breeding habitat for this species, but it is not clear from the limited number of records 
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whether this species bred at Wild Woodbury in the baseline year. It will certainly breed in 
neighbouring Wareham Forest and so may breed on site in future years.  

Kestrel 
2021/2022 Sightings 
Kestrel was recorded in 10 of the 12 months in the baseline year. Typically just a single bird was 
seen, although 2 birds were seen on 3 occasions with a maximum of 4 observed on 06 September 
2022. On that occasion there was 1 bird at Brewers, 2 at Brickhills and 1 at Woodbury 1. Most 
records were from the Brewers / Brickhills, Aeroplane / 12 Acres and Sherford North / Peewit areas. 

Commentary 
In Dorset, Kestrel is a fairly common breeding resident and passage migrant. The frequent sightings 
suggest that this species breeds on or very close to the site, with the most likely locations being the 
southern end of Lower Hove Wood, George’s Copse and on the edge of Wareham Forest.   

Merlin 
2021/2022 Sightings 
2 Merlin were observed hunting Linnets in 12 Acres on 17 October 2022, with a female seen again 
on 14 November. 

Commentary 
In Dorset, Merlin is an uncommon winter visitor and passage migrant. Wintering birds are regularly 
recorded around Poole Harbour, at Morden Bog in Wareham Forest and on agricultural habitats in 
the Milborne St Andrew area. Merlin was not recorded in winter 2021/22, perhaps suggesting that 
the less intensive management at Wild Woodbury over the last year is now making the site more 
suitable for this species. 

Hobby 
2021/2022 Sightings 
There were reports that Hobby had nested in the adjoining part of Wareham Forest in previous 
years. In 2022, Hobby was observed attempting to nest in trees just south of Peewit, although 
successful breeding was not confirmed. There were several sightings of birds hunting over the site 
during the summer. On the transect surveys 2 birds were seen in 12 Acres on 17 May 2022. On that 
date, single birds (probably the same individuals) were also seen in Frooms and Peewit. A bird was 
seen flying through Woodbury 3 on 26 July and birds were also seen as late as 18 August.  

Commentary 
In Dorset, Hobby is a localised breeding summer visitor and passage migrant. The breeding 
population in Dorset is estimated to be 30 to 35 pairs, with breeding birds often associated with 
heathland. Hobby breeds on the heathlands around Poole Harbour and within Wareham Forest with 
birds also hunting over the wet bog areas. Whilst successful breeding could not be confirmed in 
2021/22, the spread of records certainly show that Hobby uses Wild Woodbury to hunt.  

Peregrine  
2021/2022 Sightings 
There were only 3 records of Peregrine in the baseline year, all of single birds. The first record was 
on 10 August 2022. A female was seen on 26 October and the final sighting was over Court Farm on 
09 November.  
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Commentary 
Peregrine is a scarce breeder in Dorset, with an estimated breeding population of 32 pairs in 2019. 
Peregrines nest in Wareham Forest, often on pylons and the records for Wild Woodbury are 
probably of local birds visiting the site to hunt. 

Jay 
2021/2022 Sightings 
Jays were recorded in 9 of the 12 months during the baseline year, with no records for February, 
March and May 2022. Most of the records were from, or close to, woodlands with the favoured 
areas being George’s Copse, Masterman’s Copse, in and on the edge of Lower Hove Wood (including 
at Brewers and Brickhills), Bloxworth and Peewit (on the edge of Wareham Forest). The maximum 
count was of 8 birds at Bloxworth on 14 April 2022. Although birds were seen in suitable nesting 
habitat (at George’s Copse and Masterman’s Copse) during the nesting season, there was no further 
evidence of breeding.  

Commentary 
In Dorset, Jay is a common resident and scarce passage migrant. Given the number of records in 
many different locations, this species almost certainly breeds on or close to Wild Woodbury. 
Breeding was confirmed at nearby Wareham Common in 2020. 

Magpie 
2021/2022 Sightings 
Magpies were seen in every month of the baseline year. They were seen in a wide variety of 
locations with a maximum of 9 birds seen on 06 September 2022, comprising 3 at Court Farm, 5 at 
Frooms South and 1 at Woodbury 1. Although birds were seen in suitable nesting habitat (at Court 
Farm, George’s Copse and Masterman’s Copse) during the nesting season, there was no further 
evidence of breeding.      

Commentary 
In Dorset, Magpie is a very common resident and is likely to breed at Wild Woodbury. 

Jackdaw 
2021/2022 Sightings 
Jackdaws were seen in 8 of the 12 months during the baseline year, with no records during the 
height of summer (June, July and August) 2022. The maximum count was of 47 birds on 21 
December 2021 comprising 20 at Frooms and 27 at Bulbarrow.     

Commentary 
In Dorset, Jackdaw is a common breeding resident, winter visitor and passage migrant. The absence 
of records during the summer perhaps suggest that Jackdaws did not breed at Wild Woodbury in 
2022, although they will certainly breed in adjoining woodland areas, such as Wareham Forest. 

Rook 
2021/2022 Sightings 
Rooks were recorded in all months of the baseline year. The maximum count was of 43 birds on 22 
March 2022 comprising 8 birds at Court Farm and 35 at Bulbarrow. Rooks nest at Wild Woodbury in 
a small rookery in trees next to the A35 behind Court Cottages. On 12 April, 17 nests were seen, but 
only 6 were obviously occupied. Rooks have been seen in a variety of locations, but most records in 
the baseline year were from Court Farm, Frooms, Bulbarrow and Hove.    
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Commentary 
In Dorset, Rook is a very common breeding resident, winter visitor and passage migrant. As well as 
the small rookery at Wild Woodbury, there is also a larger rookery to the west of the Bere Stream, 
south of Bere Regis.   

Carrion Crow 
2021/2022 Sightings 
Carrion Crows were recorded in all months of the baseline year and from a wide variety of locations 
across the site. The maximum count was of 20 birds on 18 August 2022. Although birds were seen in 
suitable nesting habitat (at Fannys, George’s Copse, Frooms North and Peewit) during the nesting 
season, breeding was not confirmed.   

Commentary 
In Dorset, Carrion Crow is a very common breeding resident, winter visitor and passage migrant and 
is likely to breed on, or in habitats close to, Wild Woodbury. 

Raven 
2021/2022 Sightings 
Ravens were seen in 6 of the 12 months during the baseline year. Birds were only seen during spring 
(March to May 2022) and in the autumn (September, October and November). Records were usually 
of 1 or 2 birds. Most records were from locations close to the edge of Wareham Forest (Peewit and 
Sherford North), but birds were also seen at Brickhills, Claycutts and Wilcoxs.    

Commentary 
In Dorset, Raven is a fairly common breeding resident, which has been increasing. Ravens are known 
to nest in Wareham Forest, both in trees and on pylons. The number and location of records perhaps 
suggest that the Ravens seen at Wild Woodbury are birds from Wareham Forest.  

Coal Tit 
2021/2022 Sightings 
Coal Tits were only recorded in November 2021 and March, April and July 2022 during the baseline 
year. Most records were from woodland areas, including George’s Copse, Mate’s Coppice and in 
conifers at the edge of Wareham Forest in Peewit. Birds were also seen at Aeroplane and Bloxworth. 
On 12 April 2022, a singing male was recorded in George’s Copse.      

Commentary 
In Dorset, Coal Tit is a common breeding resident. It has a preference for conifer plantations and 
breeds in Wareham Forest. Most of the birds recorded at Wild Woodbury are probably from 
Wareham Forest or other large woodland blocks in the area. There is suitable nesting habitat in the 
small woodlands at Wild Woodbury and a singing male in George’s Copse, indicates that this species 
could breed, although this was not confirmed. 

Marsh Tit 
2021/2022 Sightings 
Marsh Tits were heard calling in George’s Copse early in 2022, but it was not until 26 April that there 
was a confirmed sighting. 1 or more birds continued to be seen or heard on perhaps 50% of visits to 
the wood during the breeding season and a family party was seen on 06 October. Birds continued to 
be seen into the autumn with records from 11 October, 26 October (2 birds) and (beyond the end of 
the baseline year) 08 November and 02 December.    
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Commentary 
In Dorset, Marsh Tit is an uncommon declining breeding resident. This species has undergone a 
severe decline as a breeding species in Britain in recent years, but was still recorded during the 
breeding season at Morden Bog in 2020 and at Sherford Bridge (in Wareham Forest) in 2019. 
Although it is possible that the family party seen in October was just visiting Wild Woodbury, the 
records throughout the year indicate that the birds almost certainly bred on the site.  

Blue Tit 
2021/2022 Sightings 
Blue Tits were recorded in every month of the baseline year. On 15 March 2022, 13 singing males 
were recorded comprising 1 at Court Farm, 2 at Bulbarrow, 2 in Dodding's Lane, 4 in George's Copse, 
3 in Masterman's Copse and 1 in Snatford Copse. Recently fledged juveniles were seen at Court Farm 
on 24 May and in George’s Copse on 14 June. 2 juveniles were also seen in Mate’s Coppice on 26 
July. 19 Blue Tits were ringed in 2022.      

Commentary 
In Dorset, Blue Tit is a very common breeding resident. The number of singing males suggests a 
healthy breeding population, which was confirmed by juveniles being seen in 3 locations. There were 
probably many more breeding pairs in 2022 than the confirmed breeding records indicate.  

Great Tit 
2021/2022 Sightings 
Great Tits were recorded in every month of the baseline year. On 15 March 2022, 6 singing males 
were recorded comprising 3 in Hove, 2 in George's Copse and 1 in Masterman's Copse. 13 Great Tits 
were ringed in 2022, including 8 birds on 29 May. Some of these were recently fledged birds, 
confirming breeding on the site.  

Commentary 
In Dorset, Great Tit is a very common breeding resident. The number of singing males suggests a 
breeding population, which was confirmed by ringing. There were probably more breeding pairs in 
2022 than the confirmed breeding records indicate. 

Woodlark 
2021/2022 Sightings 
A Woodlark was heard singing at the southern end of Bulbarrow on 28 June 2022 and again on 03 
July. 2 adults and 3 juveniles were first seen at the northern end of Hove on 26 July, confirming 
breeding on the site. These 5 birds were seen again in the same area on 09 August and 11 October.  

Commentary 
In Dorset, Woodlark is a scarce breeding resident, which forms flocks after the breeding season that 
remain throughout the winter. Woodlarks generally favour heathland as a breeding habitat, so it was 
largely unexpected that a pair would breed on former farmland at Wild Woodbury, especially in the 
first year after intensive agriculture ceased. 

In 2021 a survey of Woodlarks in Dorset was undertaken. This showed that the Wareham Forest 
area, including the Trigon and Carey House Estates, was particularly important for this species. 
Records from 2020 also show a significant post-breeding population in the area. 07 September 2020, 
17 birds were recorded on the Trigon Estate, with a further 21 birds on the adjacent Carey House 
Estate. The less intensive management of Wild Woodbury may potentially attract flocks of post-
breeding and wintering Woodlarks in future years. 



 
39 

 

Woodlark on the Trigon Estate (Trevor Warrick) 

Skylark 

Juvenile Skylark in Peewit (Trevor Warrick) 
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2021/2022 Sightings 
Skylarks were recorded in every month and the population has grown significantly in the baseline 
year. A survey in the summer of 2021 recorded 2 singing Skylarks (1 in each of the Pieces fields), but 
this had increased to 18 singing birds in 2022. Breeding was confirmed when a very young juvenile 
was discovered on the ground in Peewit on 14 June 2022. Skylarks were more or less confined to the 
less intensive pastures in 2021, but in 2022 after agriculture had ceased, they favoured the ex-arable 
fields, such as Peewit. Numbers of wintering birds also increased significantly, suggesting a 
successful breeding season. On 09 November 2021, just 3 Skylarks were recorded at Wild Woodbury, 
whereas 65 birds were recorded on 26 October 2022, with 66 birds observed on 08 November.   

Commentary 
In Dorset, Skylark is a declining breeding resident, winter visitor and passage migrant. Despite 
declining numbers in Dorset, the less intensive management of Wild Woodbury during the last year 
has seen a significant increase in numbers, bucking the trend across the County. The population 
increase reflects breeding success on the site and the increase in winter numbers may also be as a 
result of birds moving in from elsewhere.  

Sand Martin 
2021/2022 Sightings 
There were only 2 records of Sand Martins in the baseline year. The first was of a single bird over 
Court Farm on 12 April 2022 and the second was of 25 birds feeding over Sherford South on 06 
September. 

Commentary 
In Dorset, Sand Martin is a locally common breeding visitor and passage migrant. This species nests 
in burrows in steep, sandy cliffs usually around water and is often associated with sand and gravel 
extraction. The records for Wild Woodbury are either of birds on migration, or of birds from nests 
nearby, perhaps associated with quarrying along the Puddletown Road.   

Swallow 
2021/2022 Sightings 
Swallows were recorded between 12 April 2022 and 11 October during the baseline year. The first 
record was of 17 birds on 12 April comprising 15 over Court Farm with single birds at Sherford North 
and Hove. The maximum count was of 75 birds on 10 September. Other large counts were of 46 
birds on 28 June (including 35 feeding over Sherford South) and 40 over Hove on 05 July. An 
occupied nest was seen in the farm buildings in Dodding’s Lane on 24 May and breeding was 
confirmed when a juvenile was seen on the wires with 2 adults at Brewers on 12 July.  

Commentary 
In Dorset, Swallow is a common breeding visitor and passage migrant. The farm buildings in 
Dodding’s Lane where Swallows bred are just outside the Wild Woodbury site. There was no 
evidence of breeding in the farm buildings at Court Farm in 2022, even though they seem to offer 
suitable nesting habitat for this species.  

House Martin 
2021/2022 Sightings 
House Martins were recorded between 26 April 2022 and 16 September during the baseline year, 
mostly feeding over Court Farm and Frooms. The first record was of 2 birds over Court Farm on 26 
April 2022. The maximum count (and final record) was of 50 birds over the site on 16 September.   
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Commentary 
In Dorset, House Martin is a common breeding visitor and passage migrant. This species builds mud 
nests often under the eaves of buildings, so may nest on suitable buildings at or near Wild 
Woodbury. However, there was no evidence of breeding in 2022.      

Cetti’s Warbler 
2021/2022 Sightings 
Up to 4 singing males were recorded in April and May 2022 in the valley of the Bere Stream. This 
included 1 bird around the streamside scrub at Court Farm, 1 on the Bere Stream by Frooms North 
and 2 by the stream at Frooms South. Breeding was not confirmed in this area, but a juvenile was 
caught and ringed well away from the floodplain on 07 July 2022. 

Commentary 
Cetti’s Warbler is a recent colonist from the continent, the first record for Poole Harbour being on 
Brownsea Island in 1976. In Dorset, Cetti’s Warbler is now a locally common breeding resident. It is 
estimated that about a third of Dorset’s breeding Cetti’s Warblers occur in the Poole Harbour area. 
In 2017 it was estimated that there were 23 pairs in the Swineham area (i.e., the Frome and Piddle 
Valleys east of Wareham). Birds also nest further up the Piddle Valley with 7 pairs on Wareham 
Common and 3 singing males on the Carey House Estate in 2020.  

The regularly recorded singing males suggest that there is a healthy population of Cetti’s Warblers 
along the Bere Stream. It is clear that there are a number of territories in this area, although 
breeding in this location was not confirmed. However, the ringing record of a juvenile well away 
from the floodplain in July 2022, strongly suggests that breeding occurred locally. 

Long-tailed Tit 
2021/2022 Sightings 
Long-tailed Tits were recorded in every month of the baseline year, except June. The maximum 
count was of 11 birds on 11 October 2022 comprising 2 at Hove, 1 at Mate’s Coppice and 8 at 
George’s Copse. 10 birds were also seen across the site on 09 November 2021. Breeding behaviour 
was first noted on 15 March 2022, when a bird was seen carrying nest material on the southern edge 
of Peewit and a pair was seen in Masterman's Copse. Singing birds were also noted at Court Farm 
and Mate’s Coppice on 24 May.       

Commentary 
In Dorset, Long-tailed Tit is a common breeding resident. There were probably more breeding pairs 
in 2022 than the records indicate. 

Willow Warbler 
2021/2022 Sightings 
There was just 1 spring record of Willow Warbler in the baseline year, which was a singing male at 
Bloxworth on 14 April 2022. Most Willow Warblers recorded in autumn were ringed birds. A total of 
19 birds were ringed between July and September with 5 ringed on 26 July and 10 ringed on 10 
August. Birds continued to be seen into October with 2 birds seen at Peewit on 10 October, with a 
single bird in the same location on 16 October.     

Commentary 
In Dorset, Willow Warbler is a common but declining breeding visitor and passage migrant. The 
records from 2022 show that this species passes through Wild Woodbury on migration in spring and 
autumn. In 2020 there were 6 territories at Morden Bog in Wareham Forest, so this species could 
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breed at Wild Woodbury. However, other than the singing bird at Bloxworth in April, there was no 
evidence of this in 2022.  

Chiffchaff 
2021/2022 Sightings 
The first record in the baseline year was of a single wintering Chiffchaff at Dodding’s Farm on 21 
December 2021. Following that, there were no further records until 15 March when 9 singing birds 
were recorded across the site, comprising 1 at Hove, 1 in Dodding's Lane, 2 at Peewit, 2 in George's 
Copse, 2 in Masterman's Copse and 1 in Snatford Copse. By 12 April, the number of singing birds had 
increased to 16 with birds also singing at Court Farm, Bulbarrow, Hove (3), Fannys and Sherford 
North. The strongest evidence of Chiffchaffs breeding at Wild Woodbury was of a bird taking food 
into a Bramble bush (presumably to a nest) at Hove on 24 May. A total of 58 birds were ringed 
during the year, including 35 on 06 October. On that day it was estimated that there were 50 birds in 
total on the site.    

Commentary 
In Dorset, Chiffchaff is a very common breeding visitor, increasing winter visitor and common 
passage migrant. Given the status of this species in Dorset, Chiffchaff will almost certainly breed on 
the site (although this was not proven in 2022). The ringing records also show that this species 
passes through the site in spring and autumn on migration. The wintering bird at Dodding’s Farm 
almost certainly survived by feeding along the Bere Stream or at Dodding’s Farm Cress Beds. The re-
naturalisation of the upper reaches of the Sherford River is likely to provide an additional supply of 
insects for Chiffchaffs to feed on during the winter.  

Sedge Warbler  

 
Sedge Warbler at Wild Woodbury (Seb Haggett) 
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2021/2022 Sightings 
The first records were on 10 May 2022 when 2 birds were heard singing from the scrub by the Bere 
Stream: 1 at Court Farm and 1 at Frooms North. Birds were subsequently recorded at Frooms on 17 
May, 08 June and 05 July. 6 birds were ringed in the autumn comprising 2 on 26 July, 3 on 10 August 
and 1 on 18 August. 

Commentary 
In Dorset, Sedge Warbler is a common breeding resident and passage migrant. It is possible that  
Sedge Warblers bred at Wild Woodbury, as they were heard singing along the Bere Stream in May 
and were seen in the same location subsequently. However, this was not proven. The small numbers 
of Sedge Warblers ringed in late July and August well away from the Bere Stream were likely to have 
been migrants rather than local birds.  

Reed Warbler  
2021/2022 Sightings 
The first record was of a singing male at Frooms on 26 April. Singing birds were subsequently 
recorded in the same location on 10, 17 and 24 May. 5 birds were ringed in the autumn comprising 3 
on 26 July and 2 on 18 August. 

Commentary 
In Dorset, Reed Warbler is common breeding visitor and passage migrant. Large numbers breed in 
Poole Harbour and in 2020, 7 pairs bred on Wareham Common. This species requires reedbeds, 
reed-fringed ditches or similar habitats to breed. Breeding at Wild Woodbury is possible, but only 
along the Bere Stream, which is currently the only place such habitats exist. The creation of new 
wetland habitats has the potential to increase nesting opportunities at Wild Woodbury for this 
species. The small numbers of Reed Warblers ringed in late July and August well away from the Bere 
Stream were likely to have been migrants rather than local birds. 

Grasshopper Warbler  

Grasshopper Warbler in the hand and showing streaked undertail-coverts (Seb Haggett) 
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2021/2022 Sightings 
Grasshopper Warblers were only recorded during ringing in 2021/22. 3 were caught on 26 July 2022 
with another 2 caught on 18 August. 

Commentary 
In Dorset, Grasshopper Warbler is an uncommon passage migrant that occasionally breeds. It is 
likely that the birds caught at Wild Woodbury were autumn migrants. In future years singing birds 
may also be recorded in the spring, but due to their skulking behaviour, they will be difficult to see.  

Blackcap 
2021/2022 Sightings 
Many singing Blackcaps were recorded on site in spring 2022 and breeding was confirmed later in 
the year through ringing. Singing birds were recorded during the spring in George’s, Masterman’s 
and Snatford Copses within the site and also from Mate’s Coppice just outside. Singing birds were 
also recorded from hedgerows in a variety of locations. Maximum numbers of singing males were 8 
on 06 June with 7 heard on 24 May. A total of 32 birds were ringed during the year, including 17 in 
July strongly suggesting a healthy breeding population on the site. There were also a number of late 
autumn records. A male was seen in Dodding’s Lane on 09 November 2021. In 2022, 15 birds were 
seen on 06 October with 2 males and a female seen in the Hove / Fanny’s area on 11 October.     

Commentary 
In Dorset, Blackcap is a common breeding visitor and passage migrant and an uncommon winter 
visitor. The number of singing males heard and other birds recorded in the spring indicate that this 
species breeds in a variety of habitats at Wild Woodbury. Although there were no records of 
Blackcap later than 09 November, this species may overwinter on the site in small numbers.   

Garden Warbler 
2021/2022 Sightings 
A singing Garden Warbler was recorded on several occasions during the spring in the hedgerow 
between 12 Acres and Claycuts. It was first heard at 12 Acres on 17 May, then along the track 
between 12 Acres and Aeroplane on 24 May 2022 and continued to be heard in this area until 01 
June. A singing bird in the same location on several occasions indicates that it was holding territory, 
but breeding was not confirmed. 

Commentary 
In Dorset, Garden Warbler is a local breeding visitor and fairly common passage migrant, but is only 
a sporadic breeder in the Poole Harbour area. However, the records indicating that there was a 
permanent territory in the hedgerow between 12 Acres and Claycuts in the spring, suggest that 
breeding probably took place on the site. 

Lesser Whitethroat 
2021/2022 Sightings 
During the baseline year there was just one record of Lesser Whitethroat. That was a singing bird in 
the hedge at Woodbury 1 on 10 May 2022. 

Commentary 
In Dorset, Lesser Whitethroat is a fairly common breeding visitor and passage migrant. In 2021, birds 
bred on Wareham Common and on the southern edge of Wareham Forest. The singing bird in May 
2022 was probably a migrant, as it was only heard on one occasion. As a species that nests in scrub, 
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the less intensive management of Wild Woodbury is likely to provide more nesting opportunities for 
this species in the future.  

Whitethroat 
2021/2022 Sightings 
In 2022, Whitethroat was recorded on migration and probably also bred. The first sighting was of a 
single bird on the edge of Frooms South on 26 April, with 6 birds seen across the site on 10 May. All 
of these were thought to be spring migrants. Breeding was strongly suspected in the Woodbury 1 / 3 
area, although this could not be confirmed. A singing bird was heard in this area on 24 May with 
display flight from the wires over Woodbury 1 observed on 14 June. Birds were also seen in the 
same area on 28 June and 26 July (2 birds). Whitethroats continued to be seen into August, but 
these may have been birds on autumn migration. 

Commentary 
In Dorset, Whitethroat is a common breeding visitor and fairly common passage migrant. The 
numerous sightings of birds in the Woodbury 1 / 3 area strongly suggests breeding in the hedges in 
that area. Whitethroats often breed in scrub, so the less intensive management of the site in the 
future is likely to give this species a wider choice of nesting habitats.     

Firecrest 
2021/2022 Sightings 
There were only 3 records of Firecrest in the baseline year. The first was of a bird at George’s Copse 
on 15 May 2022. A bird was ringed on 06 October and another bird was seen in Mate’s Coppice on 
11 October. 

Firecrest in the hand (Seb Haggett) 
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Commentary 
Firecrest was formerly a rare breeding bird in Britain, but its range has increased and it is known to 
breed in Wareham Forest and in the Poole Harbour area. In 2020, a minimum of 3 pairs bred on the 
nearby Carey House Estate, with a fourth singing male at Carey Outdoor Education Centre. Birds 
have also overwintered in recent years on the Carey House Estate and on Wareham Common. Given 
the limited number of records at Wild Woodbury, it seems unlikely that Firecrest bred in the 
baseline year. They often favour woods, particularly where there is dense understorey of Holly and if 
breeding does occur in the future, it is most likely to be in one of the woods. 

Goldcrest 
2021/2022 Sightings 
Goldcrests were recorded in 7 of the 12 months during the baseline year. They were seen in all 
winter months up until February 2022. After that, they were only seen in May and June before being 
seen again in October. The maximum count was of 6 birds on 06 October 2022. Most records were 
from the woodlands including George’s Copse, Mate’s Coppice and Snatford Copse, but birds were 
also seen at Bulbarrow, Dodding’s Lane and Peewit. Breeding was confirmed when a pair was seen 
feeding a juvenile bird in George’s Copse on 14 June. 

Commentary 
In Dorset, Goldcrest is a common breeding resident, winter visitor and passage migrant. This species 
breeds in a variety of habitats, often favouring coniferous woodland. At Wild Woodbury Goldcrest 
could breed in any of the small woodlands. There will also be a large breeding population in nearby 
Wareham Forest.  

Wren 
2021/2022 Sightings 
Wren was recorded in all months of the baseline year and from a wide variety of locations across the 
site. The highest count was of 20 birds on 12 April 2022. These were all singing males at Court Farm 
(4), Bulbarrow, Hove (2), Frooms South (2), Peewit (2), George's Copse (3), Snatford Copse (3) and 
Masterman's Copse (3). Breeding on site was confirmed by ringing.   

Commentary 
In Dorset, Wren is a very common breeding resident and the large number of singing birds in the 
spring suggest there is a healthy breeding population at Wild Woodbury. 

Nuthatch 
2021/2022 Sightings 
Nuthatches were recorded in 8 of the 12 months during the baseline year. All the records were from 
(or on the edge of) woodlands on the site, in particular George’s Copse, Lower Hove Wood and 
Mate’s Coppice. Birds were seen in George’s Copse during the breeding season and a singing male 
was recorded in Mate’s Coppice on 12 April 2022. However, breeding was not confirmed.  

Commentary 
In Dorset, Nuthatch is a fairly common breeding resident. This species breeds in nearby Wareham 
Forest and given the number of records is also highly likely to breed in the woods at Wild Woodbury.   
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Treecreeper 
2021/2022 Sightings 
Treecreepers were recorded in 7 of the 12 months during the baseline year. All the records were 
from George’s Copse, Lower Hove Wood or Mate’s Coppice except on 15 March 2022 when a bird 
was seen in the trees on the edge of Wareham Forest from Peewit. A pair was seen in George’s 
Copse on 14 June, but breeding was not confirmed.  

Commentary 
In Dorset, Treecreeper is a fairly common breeding resident and is likely to breed in the woodlands 
at Wild Woodbury.  

Starling 
2021/2022 Sightings 
Starlings were seen at Wild Woodbury from November 2021 until January 2022 and then only in 
April and May until October. Although only seen at Wild Woodbury in 6 of the 12 months during the 
baseline year, Starlings can almost always be seen on the church in Bere Regis from Court Farm at 
any time of year. The maximum count was of 18 birds at Court Farm on 25 January 2022. 17 birds 
were also seen across the site on 26 October.   

Commentary 
In Dorset, Starling is a widespread but declining breeding resident, winter visitor and passage 
migrant. Given the limited number of records during the spring and summer, it is unlikely that 
Starlings bred at Wild Woodbury in 2022. However, they will almost certainly breed in gardens and 
roof spaces in Bere Regis.  

Blackbird 
2021/2022 Sightings 
Blackbirds were recorded in all months of the baseline year and from a wide variety of locations 
across the site. The maximum count was of 10 birds on 21 December 2022 comprising 2 birds at 
Court Farm, 1 at Frooms North, 2 in Dodding's Lane and 5 at Peewit. Singing birds were also 
recorded in a wide variety of locations and breeding was confirmed when a recently fledged juvenile 
was seen in Brickhills on 14 June.   

Commentary 
In Dorset, Blackbird is a very common breeding resident, winter visitor and passage migrant. This 
species will certainly breed at Wild Woodbury and in far greater numbers than the single confirmed 
breeding record indicates. 

Fieldfare 
2021/2022 Sightings 
During the baseline year there were 6 records of Fieldfare, 5 of which were between 09 November 
2021 (when a flock of 30 birds was seen in Brickhills) and 22 February 2022 (when a single bird was 
seen at Sherford North). There were then no further records until 14 birds were seen on 26 October. 
During the winter months birds favoured the Sherford North / South and Peewit areas, with a 
maximum count of 50 birds on 21 December 2021.    

Commentary 
In Dorset, Fieldfare is a common winter visitor and passage migrant. In early winter birds may pass 
through Wild Woodbury, but the records from December 2021 until February 2022 indicate that 
they overwintered close to the edge of Wareham Forest at Sherford North / South. 
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Redwing 
2021/2022 Sightings 
During the baseline year there were 8 records of Redwing with birds recorded from a wide variety of 
locations. All but one were in the winter months (November 2021 to March 2022). The first record 
was of 3 birds in the hedges at Brickhills on 09 November 2021. Numbers increased with 101 birds in 
December (including 50 at Brickhills), a maximum of 121 in January 2022 (including 70 at Snatford 
Copse) with 82 in February (all in Sherford North). Numbers then reduced greatly with just 3 birds 
recorded at Masterman’s Copse on 15 March. There were then no further records until 2 birds were 
seen in Frooms South on 11 October.    

Commentary 
In Dorset, Redwing is a common winter visitor and passage migrant. The records show that Redwings 
begin to arrive at Wild Woodbury in the autumn. A population of over 100 birds stayed throughout 
the winter during the baseline year with numbers decreasing as the next spring approached. A 
similar pattern of usage can be expected in future years. 

Song Thrush 
2021/2022 Sightings 
Song Thrushes were recorded in 8 of the 12 months during the baseline year. Most records were of 1 
to 3 birds, but a maximum of 8 was seen on 21 December 2021, including 7 together in the hedge 
adjoining Sherford North at Peewit. Birds were also recorded at Bloxworth, Dodding’s Lane, Frooms 
South and Hove. On 25 April, a singing male was heard in George’s Copse, but there was no further 
evidence of breeding.     

Commentary 
In Dorset, Song Thrush is a common breeding resident, winter visitor and passage migrant. Although 
only seen in small numbers, this species may breed at Wild Woodbury, either in the hedgerows or 
the woodlands.  

Mistle Thrush 
2021/2022 Sightings 
Mistle Thrushes were seen in 6 of the 12 months during the baseline year, although the maximum 
count was just 3 birds (on 22 February 2022). There were records from each month between 
November 2021 and February 2022, but after that birds were only seen in May and June. The 
favoured locations were Brickhills / 12 Acres and Peewit / Sherford North, but birds were also 
recorded from Bloxworth and Hove.   

Commentary 
In Dorset, Mistle Thrush is a common breeding resident, winter visitor and passage migrant. 
Although a bird was seen in suitable nesting habitat at Peewit in the breeding season (June 2022), 
there is no other evidence to suggest that this species bred at Wild Woodbury.  

Spotted Flycatcher 
2021/2022 Sightings 
At least 1 pair of Spotted Flycatchers bred at Wild Woodbury, although sightings suggest there may 
have been more. On 12 July 2022, a Spotted Flycatcher was seen in Dodding’s Lane with another 
bird at the entrance to the Cress Beds. A bird was seen in Dodding’s Lane again on 06 September. 
Breeding was confirmed when juveniles were seen at the top end of Brickhills on 05 July. A juvenile 
was also seen on the edge of Brewers in the trees in Mate’s Coppice on 26 July. These records 
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suggest that at least 2 pairs bred: 1 in the Brewers / Brickhills area; and 1 in the Dodding’s Lane / 
Cress Beds area, although breeding was only confirmed for the former.  

Commentary 
Spotted Flycatcher is in serious decline nationally and is a fairly common but declining breeding 
visitor and passage migrant in Dorset. Although formerly more common, only about 5 to 10 pairs 
bred in the Poole Harbour area in recent years. This species also breeds on the nearby Trigon and 
Carey House Estates. The less intensive management of Wild Woodbury will increase populations of 
insects, which is likely to benefit breeding Spotted Flycatchers in the future.  

Spotted Flycatcher at Wild Woodbury (Hamish Murray) 

Robin 
2021/2022 Sightings 
Robins were recorded in all months of the baseline year. A maximum of 14 singing males were 
recorded on 15 March 2022, comprising birds at Hove, Dodding's Lane, 12 Acres (2), Peewit, 
George's Copse (4), Masterman's Copse (2) and Snatford Copse (3). Breeding was confirmed when a 
bird was seen carrying food at Bloxworth (in late March) and recently fledged birds were seen at 
Snatford Copse (in June) and Dodding’s Lane (in July).  

Commentary 
In Dorset, Robin is a very common breeding resident, winter visitor and passage migrant. There will 
be many more breeding pairs at Wild Woodbury than the 3 confirmed records indicate. 

Redstart 
2021/2022 Sightings 
There were 5 records of Redstart in the baseline year. The first was on 22 June 2022 along the track 
between 12 Acres and Aeroplane. Another bird was seen in the same location on 24 June with a 
second bird in Aeroplane. On 30 August a single bird was seen at Frooms with another bird seen by 
the Stour Ringing Group on 10 September.  
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Commentary 
In Dorset, Redstart is a scarce breeding visitor and fairly common passage migrant. Breeding is now 
concentrated in the Poole Basin area, particularly Wareham Forest. The nearest recent breeding 
records are at Morden Bog, although there are also historic breeding records for the Trigon Estate. It 
is possible that this species could breed at Wild Woodbury, but this seems unlikely. However, in 
future years Redstarts will continue to be seen on migration in spring and autumn.  

Whinchat 
2021/2022 Sightings 
The first record was a male in Brickhills on 05 July 2022. A single bird was also seen in Brickhills on 30 
August. On 06 September there were 2 birds in Brickhills with another 2 birds on the hay bales in 
Frooms North.   

Commentary 
In Dorset, Whinchat is a fairly common passage migrant, which is likely to pass through Wild 
Woodbury in small numbers every year during spring and autumn. 

Stonechat 
2021/2022 Sightings 
Stonechats were recorded in every month of the baseline year. On 15 March 2022, 4 obvious pairs 
were seen at Frooms North, Brickfields, Woodbury 1 and Peewit. Breeding was confirmed on site 
when juvenile birds were subsequently seen at 5 locations, which were: Frooms South – 3 juveniles 
on 28 June; Frooms North - 1 juvenile on 26 July; 12 Acres / Brickfields – 2 juveniles on 28 June; 
Peewit - 2 juveniles on 10 May and 4 on 24 May; and Bulbarrow – 2 juveniles on 14 June. Stonechats 
probably also bred at Woodbury 1 as they were regularly seen there during the breeding season. On 
11 October, 35 Stonechats were recorded across the site, including 10 at Woodbury 1. 

Commentary 
In Dorset, Stonechat is a fairly common breeding resident, winter visitor and passage migrant. It 
nests in a range of habitats including on heathlands, but at Wild Woodbury favoured the hedgerows 
on the site. The survey shows a healthy population of 5 to 6 confirmed / probable pairs. The high 
count in October suggests there is also some post-breeding dispersal to the site, perhaps from 
heathlands in Wareham Forest and from other habitats nearby.  

Stonechat at Wild Woodbury (Trevor Warrick) 
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Wheatear 
2021/2022 Sightings 
Wheatear was first recorded at Wild Woodbury in 2021. In 2022, the first record was of 6 birds (3 
pairs) in Brickhills on 05 May when the males were singing. This species was not seen again until 09 
August when a single bird was observed sitting on a hay bale in Frooms South.  

Commentary 
In Dorset, Wheatear is a rare breeder and fairly common passage migrant. In Dorset only 1 or 2 pairs 
breed each year, usually in coastal locations. Although birds were heard singing in May 2022, this 
was only on one occasion, so these were probably birds on migration. Migrating Wheatears will pass 
through Wild Woodbury in small numbers every year during spring and autumn, but are unlikely to 
stay to breed. 

House Sparrow 
2021/2022 Sightings 
House Sparrows were seen in 9 of the 12 months in the baseline year. The first record was of 4 birds 
at Sherford North on 25 January 2022. Birds were then seen in every month from March onwards. 
Birds were found in 2 main locations. Firstly, in the Court Farm, Frooms and Dodding’s Lane area and 
secondly, in the Sherford North / Peewit area. The maximum count was of 42 birds in the hedge 
between Peewit and Sherford North on 06 September. 27 birds were seen in the same location on 
30 August.     

Commentary 
In Dorset, House Sparrow is a common, but declining breeding resident. It is likely to breed at Wild 
Woodbury around Court Farm and / or Dodding’s Farm and probably also breeds just off the site at 
Lower Woodbury Farm. The large counts in August and September at Peewit / Sherford North were 
birds from Lower Woodbury Farm coming into the fields to feed, clearly benefitting from the less 
intensive management of the site.  

Dunnock 
2021/2022 Sightings 
Dunnocks were recorded in small numbers in all months of the baseline year. Birds were most 
frequently seen around Court Farm, but were also recorded in a wide range of other locations, 
including Frooms, Bulbarrow, Hove, Dodding’s Lane, Brickhills, Aeroplane, 12 Acres, Mate’s Coppice, 
Masterman’s Copse, Peewit, Sherford North and Bloxworth. In May and June, singing males were 
heard at Court Farm, Sherford North and Masterman’s Copse and breeding was confirmed by 
ringing.   

Commentary 
In Dorset, Dunnock is a very common breeding resident and records indicate that there is a healthy 
breeding population at Wild Woodbury. 

Yellow Wagtail 
2021/2022 Sightings 
The only records in the baseline year were of 3 birds in Woodbury 3 and a single bird in Woodbury 1 
on 30 August 2022 and of 2 birds flying over the site on 05 September.  

Commentary 
In Dorset, Yellow Wagtail is a fairly common passage migrant. Typically, few birds are seen in spring, 
with much higher numbers recorded in the autumn. In September 2020, a maximum of 78 birds was 
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recorded nearby on Wareham Common, with a maximum of 34 birds seen on the Trigon Estate. 
Yellow Wagtails often associate with livestock, so the planned introduction of low intensity grazing 
to Wild Woodbury may see an increase in numbers in future years.    

Grey Wagtail 
2021/2022 Sightings 
There were only 2 records of Grey Wagtails at Wild Woodbury in the baseline year. The first was of a 
single bird at Peewit on 25 January 2022 and the second was of 2 birds on 26 October. Grey Wagtails 
were also present at Dodding’s Farm Cress Beds throughout the year. Very soon after work to 
restore the upper reaches of the Sherford River had taken place, Grey Wagtails started to appear on 
the new wetter areas in Peewit and Sherford North, with a single bird seen on 02 December and 4 
birds present on 10 December.  

Commentary 
In Dorset, Grey Wagtail is a locally common breeding resident, winter visitor and passage migrant. 
Grey Wagtails often nest close to artificial structures on watercourses and breeding was confirmed 
at the adjacent cress beds when a juvenile was seen with 2 adults on 26 July. Further downstream 
on the River Piddle Grey Wagtails breed on the Trigon Estate, the Carey House Estate and Wareham 
Common. The records from late 2022 show that this species is already benefitting from the works to 
re-naturalise the upper reaches of the Sherford River. 

Pied Wagtail 
2021/2022 Sightings 
Pied Wagtails were seen in 10 of the 12 months in the baseline year and were only not recorded in 
January and August 2022. The majority of records were from around Court Farm, but birds were also 
seen in Frooms North, Dodding’s Lane, Brewers, Woodbury 1 and Peewit. Pied Wagtails were also 
present throughout the year at Dodding’s Farm Cress Beds. A pair was seen around the barns at 
Court Farm on 10 May and 2 birds were seen again in the same are on 26 July, one of which was 
carrying food. Very soon after work to restore the upper reaches of the Sherford River had taken 
place, Pied Wagtails started to appear on the new wetter areas in Peewit and Sherford North, with 4 
birds present on 02 December.  

Commentary 
In Dorset, Pied Wagtail is a common breeding resident, winter visitor and passage migrant. The bird 
seen carrying food at Court Farm on 10 May strongly suggests that this species bred on the site. The 
record from late 2022 shows that this species is already benefitting from the works to re-naturalise 
the upper reaches of the Sherford River.  

Meadow Pipit 
2021/2022 Sightings 
Meadows Pipits were recorded in all months of the baseline year, except June and July 2022. They 
were seen in a wide variety of locations with a peak in numbers during autumn migration. The 
maximum count was of 250 birds in 12 Acres on 20 September. Other high counts were 35 at 
Bloxworth on 16 September, 52 across the site (including 40 at 12 Acres) on 11 October and 40 on 
26 October.  

Commentary 
In Dorset, Meadow Pipit is a common breeding resident, passage migrant and winter visitor, which 
recently bred on heathland on the Trigon Estate and at Morden Bog. There was no evidence of 
breeding at Wild Woodbury in the baseline year, although the records show that small numbers 
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winter on the site and occur on spring migration, with many more birds visiting the site on autumn 
migration. Meadow Pipits often breed on grasslands, so are likely to benefit from the less intensive 
management of Wild Woodbury in the future.  

Tree Pipit 
2021/2022 Sightings 
The first record was of a single bird flushed from the ground in George’s on 26 April 2022. This was 
thought to be a spring migrant, but on 24 May a bird was observed singing from the top of the 
thistles in Aeroplane. On 22 June, 2 Tree Pipits were caught in the nets when ringing. 1 was a female 
with a brood patch and the other was a juvenile, confirming breeding on the site. On 09 August 
calling birds were initially heard in Brickhills, which then flew up and sat on the wires between 
Brickhills and 12 Acres. There were 5 birds, which was presumed to be a family party of 2 adults and 
3 juveniles. 7 Tree Pipit were ringed on 10 August, with another 6 birds caught on 18 August.   

Commentary 
In Dorset, Tree Pipit is a locally common breeding visitor and fairly common passage migrant. This 
species often breeds on or in association with heathland and is known to breed nearby in Wareham 
Forest and on the Trigon Estate. Given its preference for heathlands, it was largely unexpected that 
Tree Pipit would breed on former farmland at Wild Woodbury, especially in the first year after 
intensive agriculture ceased. The autumn ringing records also suggest that post-breeding birds from 
elsewhere (perhaps Wareham Forest) moved onto the site to feed.  

Tree Pipit at Wild Woodbury (Trevor Warrick) 
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Chaffinch 
2021/2022 Sightings 
Chaffinches were recorded in all months of the baseline year and from a wide variety of locations 
across the site. The maximum count was of 100 birds in Aeroplane on the edge of George’s Copse on 
15 March 2022. 73 birds were also seen on 21 December 2021, including 60 at Aeroplane. In the 
spring, singing males were recorded at Court Farm, Brewers, Brickhills, Masterman’s Copse, Snatford 
Copse and Peewit. Birds were also seen in George’s Copse in the breeding season.    

Commentary 
In Dorset, Chaffinch is a very common breeding resident, winter visitor and passage migrant. The 
records show that Chaffinches winter at Wild Woodbury, particularly in and around Aeroplane. 
Given the number of records of singing birds, it is highly likely that this species breeds on the site, 
although this was not proven.     

Brambling 
2021/2022 Sightings 
There were 2 records of Brambling in the baseline year. The first was of a single bird with the 
Chaffinches in Brickhills on 09 November 2021 and the second was also of a single bird with the 
Meadow Pipits in 12 Acres on 11 October 2022.   

Commentary 
In Dorset, Brambling is a locally common winter visitor and passage migrant. Birds come to Britain in 
the winter from Scandinavia and Russia in varying numbers, depending on the weather conditions 
and the availability of food. They are likely to be seen at Wild Woodbury in future years, especially 
when wintering birds migrate from continental Europe in large numbers.  

Brambling at Wild Woodbury (Trevor Warrick) 
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Bullfinch 
2021/2022 Sightings 
Bullfinch was seen in 10 of the 12 months in the baseline year and was only not recorded in February 
and July 2022. The records were generally of 1 to 3 birds, with a maximum of 6 recorded on 11 
October, including 4 at Snatford Copse. Most records were from the Snatford Copse / Brickhills area, 
but birds were also seen at Court Farm, Frooms South, Bloxworth, Sherford North and Peewit. 2 
birds were ringed on 02 May 2022 and one of them showed a brood patch suggesting that it was 
incubating eggs nearby.     

Commentary 
In Dorset, Bullfinch is a fairly common breeding resident. The records from a variety of locations and 
the brood patch on a bird that was ringed strongly suggest that this species bred at Wild Woodbury 
in 2022. Birds also overwinter in small numbers.  

Greenfinch 
2021/2022 Sightings 
Greenfinches were seen in 7 of the 12 months in the baseline year. They were noted in November 
and December 2021 and then were not seen again until April, after which they were seen in all 
months except May and August. Most sightings were of 1 or 2 birds with a maximum of 3 seen at 
Court Farm on 21 December 2021. Most sightings were from Court Farm, but birds were also seen in 
Frooms South, Dodding’s Lane and Bloxworth. A singing male was heard in Dodding’s Lane on 14 
June 2022 and birds were also seen in suitable nesting habitat at Court Farm in the breeding season, 
but breeding was not proved.   

Commentary 
In Dorset, Greenfinch is a common but declining breeding resident, passage migrant and winter 
visitor. Nationally the breeding population has declined by over 50% since 1995 mainly due to a 
parasitic disease (trichomoniasis), although there have been some signs of recovery in recent years. 
Despite the decline, the records show that this species is present at Wild Woodbury, including during 
the breeding season. Greenfinch probably did not breed at Wild Woodbury in 2022, but as the 
population recovers this species may well breed in the future.  

Linnet 
2021/2022 Sightings 
On 09 November 2021, 64 Linnets were recorded across the site on the transect survey. Numbers 
fell during the winter but recovered to a high of 151 birds on 12 April 2022. Breeding was confirmed 
when a pair with 3 juveniles was seen in 12 Acres on 14 June and ‘pairs in suitable breeding habitat’ 
were seen in many other locations during the summer. After the breeding season, 100 birds were 
seen across the site on 09 August, but numbers fell away again during the autumn.      

Commentary 
In Dorset, Linnet is a fairly common but declining breeding resident, common migrant and winter 
visitor. There was a significant population of Linnet at Wild Woodbury prior to the site being 
purchased and this population continued to thrive in the baseline year. Linnets also breed in nearby 
Wareham Forest and on the Trigon Estate. The fall in numbers during the winter months suggests 
that birds go elsewhere in the winter. In future years, the less intensive management of the site may 
encourage them to stay. 
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Lesser Redpoll 
2021/2022 Sightings 
The only record in the baseline year was of 4 birds seen at Aeroplane on 02 November 2021.      

Commentary 
In Dorset, Lesser Redpoll is a scarce breeding resident, fairly common winter visitor and passage 
migrant. There have been no confirmed breeding records in Dorset since 1997, although birds are 
occasionally seen in the breeding season and breeding was suspected in 2018. Given the lack of 
breeding records in Dorset over the last 20+ years, this species is only likely to occur at Wild 
Woodbury as an autumn migrant or a winter visitor.       

Crossbill 
2021/2022 Sightings 
There were 3 records of Crossbills during the baseline year. The first record was of 2 birds on 08 July 
2022. 3 birds were then seen at Peewit on 30 August, with a single bird seen in the same location on 
12 September.   

Commentary 
In Dorset, Crossbill is an uncommon breeding resident, irruptive passage migrant and winter visitor. 
This species only started to breed in Dorset in the 1980s and prefers conifer forests, such as 
Wareham Forest. In recent years, breeding was confirmed at Morden Bog and wintering birds have 
been seen regularly in the Sugar Hill / Lower Hyde Heath area to the south of Wild Woodbury. The 
birds seen at Peewit will almost certainly have been from the population in Wareham Forest.   

Goldfinch 
2021/2022 Sightings 
Goldfinches were recorded in every month of the baseline survey year, but prior to the 2022 
breeding season no more than 30 birds (on 09 November 2021) had been recorded on any of the 
monthly transect surveys. Since then numbers have increased significantly. Breeding was confirmed 
on 12 July 2022 when recently fledged birds were seen at Bulbarrow, Hove and Frooms South. ‘Pairs 
in suitable breeding habitat’ were seen in many other locations across the site during the summer. 
After the breeding season numbers increased significantly. On 06 September 2022 about 350 
Goldfinches were seen on the survey transect, including a flock of around 200 birds at Bulbarrow. 
Similar, or greater numbers were seen by other observers around that time.  

Commentary 
In Dorset, Goldfinch is a very common breeding resident, winter visitor and passage migrant. The 
larger numbers in the autumn are likely to be post-breeding flocks including birds that bred at Wild 
Woodbury and other local birds from elsewhere. This species has clearly benefitted from the less 
intensive management of the site. The large flocks were nearly always seen in the former arable 
fields feeding on seeds from thistles and other plants.     

Siskin 
2021/2022 Sightings 
Siskin was recorded in 9 of the 12 months in the baseline year. The first record was of a single bird at 
Aeroplane on 02 November 2021. The next sighting was of a single bird at Sherford South on 22 
March 2022. Birds were then seen in every subsequent month. All records were of just 1 or 2 birds, 
with about half the sightings coming from Bloxworth. Birds were also recorded from Court Farm (on 
24 May) and Peewit (on 10 October).         
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Commentary 
In Dorset, Siskin is a locally common resident, fairly common passage migrant and winter visitor.  
This species breeds in conifer woodland and has been recorded breeding in Wareham Forest and on 
the Trigon Estate in recent years. Although there are a number of records of this species, they are all 
of just 1 or 2 birds, which are almost certainly wandering individuals from the population in 
Wareham Forest. 

Yellowhammer 
2021/2022 Sightings 
There was no formal survey of Yellowhammers in 2021, but sightings suggested they were mostly 
confined to the hedges along Lane End Road. In 2022, up to 28 singing birds were recorded across 
the site with several pairs observed in suitable habitat. Breeding could not be confirmed on the 
transect surveys, but it was through ringing, where juvenile birds were observed. Winter counts and 
ringing results strongly suggest a very successful breeding season. On 09 November 2021, just 7 
Yellowhammers were recorded at Wild Woodbury, whereas on 08 November 2022, there were 51 
birds across the site as a whole. During 2022, a total of 67 different Yellowhammers were ringed 
including 38 in September, just after the breeding season.    

Commentary 
In Dorset, Yellowhammer is a declining breeding resident and passage migrant. As well as breeding 
at Wild Woodbury, there are also populations at Sugar Hill and Morden Bog within Wareham Forest 
and on the Trigon Estate. This species has benefitted from the less intensive management of the site 
over the last year with a significant increase in the breeding population. It is also likely that birds 
from other local populations visit the site.  

Yellowhammer at Wild Woodbury (Seb Haggett) 
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Reed Bunting 
2021/2022 Sightings 
A Reed Bunting was first recorded at Frooms South on 22 February 2022 and there were single birds 
at Frooms North and Frooms South on 15 March. Birds continued to be seen at Frooms until 
September, with a pair seen on 10 May and 2 birds seen on 08 June. A juvenile was also seen in the 
same location on 14 June confirming breeding on the site. Later in the year birds were seen in a 
variety of locations including at 12 Acres, Peewit, Sherford North and Woodbury 1. On 06 
September, 11 birds were seen on site, including 6 at Peewit and during September 9 birds were 
ringed. On 26 October, a baseline year maximum of 25 Reed Buntings was recorded across the site 
as a whole. However, on 13 December, 59 birds were recorded across the site, including 46 sat 
together on wires over Woodbury 1. 

Commentary 
In Dorset, Reed Bunting is a declining breeding resident, winter visitor and passage migrant. They 
breed in numbers in Poole Harbour and in 2020 were also recorded breeding at the Carey House 
Estate (3 pairs) and on Wareham Common (6 pairs). The surveys in 2022 also show that Reed 
Buntings breed in the habitats along the Bere Stream at Wild Woodbury.  

Ringing strongly suggests that breeding birds from Poole Harbour disperse to spend the autumn and 
winter further up the Piddle Valley (and beyond). On the Carey House Estate 108 birds were ringed 
between 17 July and 17 October 2020, including 85 ringed in August. It is thought that these birds 
continue up the Piddle Valley to winter on agricultural land (for example at Trigon) and on the 
damper heathland areas in Wareham Forest. The records in late 2022 show that wintering Reed 
Buntings are now making extensive use of Wild Woodbury.   

Reed Bunting at Wild Woodbury (Hamish Murray)  
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5. Other Birds Recorded Nearby 

5.1 A number of species that have not been recorded at Wild Woodbury in recent years have 
been recorded on other sites nearby. Some of these species, particularly ducks and waders, 
will be more likely to visit the site once the proposals to restore nature start to take effect. 

5.2 The list below includes records and commentary from recent Dorset Bird Reports and from 
the ‘Bere Regis Cress Beds’ ebird hotspot - Bere Regis Cress Beds, Dorset County, ENG, GB - 
eBird Hotspot (also known as Dodding’s Farm Cress Beds).  

Duck: The only species of duck recorded at Wild Woodbury is Mallard, reflecting the lack of wetland 
habitats on the site. A wide range of duck species visit the nearby Piddle Valley and Poole Harbour 
and could be attracted to newly created wetlands, particularly when flooding occurs in the winter. 
The most likely species to occur are dabbling ducks including: Shoveler, Gadwall, Wigeon and Teal.   

Grey Partridge: This species is an uncommon declining resident in Dorset with numbers 
supplemented by releases for shooting. Grey Partridge still occurs on the chalk downs north of Bere 
Regis, including at Milborne St Andrew. On 11 October 2022, 2 birds were flushed from Hove, which 
were thought to be Grey Partridges, but the identification could not be confirmed. The less intensive 
management of the site may make it more suitable for this farmland species in the future. 

Water Rail: This species is a locally common breeding resident, winter visitor and passage migrant in 
Dorset, but its secretive nature makes it difficult to know the true extent of the population. Most 
records come from coastal locations, including Poole Harbour, but birds have also been recorded 
closer to Wild Woodbury on Wareham Common and the Trigon Estate. The re-wetting of parts of the 
Wild Woodbury site will make it more attractive to this species.    

Juvenile Moorhen at Wareham Common (Trevor Warrick) 
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Moorhen: This species is a common breeding resident in Dorset. A single bird was seen at Dodding’s 
Farm Cress Beds, adjoining Wild Woodbury on 24 February 2022, with 4 birds seen together there 
on 12 July 2022. Given the very close proximity of an existing population, it highly likely that this 
species will be recorded at Wild Woodbury in the near future, either on the newly created wetlands 
or on the existing pond at Bloxworth. 

Golden Plover: In Dorset, this species overwinters on arable land and occasionally visits coastal sites 
in small numbers, including sites in Poole Harbour. Maiden Castle is the favoured overwintering 
location, but birds may also occur on the northern chalk in locations like Badbury Rings. In late 2022, 
after the end of the baseline year, a small flock of Golden Plover visited Bloxworth with a maximum 
of 17 birds on 13 December.       

Waders: A wide range of waders occurs downstream within Poole Harbour and some of these 
species move up the river valleys to feed on wet grassland areas. The re-wetting of parts of the Wild 
Woodbury site is likely to attract a wider range of waders including: Black-tailed Godwit, Curlew, 
Ruff and Redshank, all of which have been recorded on Wareham Common in recent years. 

Black-tailed Godwit at Wareham Common (Trevor Warrick)  

Common Sandpiper: This species is a fairy common passage migrant and scarce winter visitor to 
Dorset. It has been recorded from a number of inland locations including a single bird at Dodding’s 
Farm Cress Beds on 07 October 2021. The re-wetting of parts of the Wild Woodbury site will make it 
more attractive to this species. 

Grey Phalarope: This species is a scarce autumn and rare winter visitor to Dorset, usually after gales. 
Most records are from the coast, but this species does occasionally turn up inland. A juvenile was 
recorded at Dodding’s Farm Cress Beds on 27 and 28 August 2009.  

Common Gull: A variety of Gull species were recorded at Wild Woodbury in 2021/22, primarily birds 
flying over the site, but Common Gull had not been recorded by the end of the baseline year. This 
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species winters in large numbers in Poole Harbour (for example 979 in February 2019) and birds 
have been recorded venturing upstream to Wareham Common (for example 22 on 21 February 
2020). Small numbers will venture further up the Piddle Valley and on 13 December 2022, just after 
the end of the baseline year, a single bird was seen flying over Bulbarrow. 

White Stork: This species remains a rare passage migrant to the UK, but it has been recorded much 
more frequently in Dorset in recent years following re-introduction schemes, including at Knepp 
Castle in Sussex. A blue colour-ringed bird (GB63) was seen in the Bere Regis area from 16 
September until 05 October 2020. Whilst it is possible that the re-wetting proposals for Wild 
Woodbury may attract a genuine wild bird, future sightings are more likely to be of released birds 
from the re-introduction schemes. 

Cattle Egret: this species used to be rare both nationally and in Dorset. However, in recent years it 
has started to breed in West Dorset and Somerset, with individuals and flocks turning up in and 
around Poole Harbour. Favoured locations include the Frome Valley either side of the Wareham / 
Stoborough Bypass, Swineham and East Holme. In 2008, when this species was still a national rarity, 
an adult was present ‘near Dodding’s Farm’ between 12 January and 09 February 2008. As Cattle  
Egrets often associate with cattle, the introduction of conservation grazing at Wild Woodbury is 
likely to make the site more attractive to this species.  

Cattle Egret at Ferncroft Farm near Wareham (Trevor Warrick)      

Marsh Harrier: this species winters in varying numbers in Poole Harbour and has bred in recent 
years. In late November 2022, 30 birds were seen emerging from roosts in the western part of Poole 
Harbour. Birds have occasionally been recorded flying up both the Piddle Valley (over Wareham 
Common) and the Frome Valley (at East Stoke) in recent years. Birds may also visit Wild Woodbury in 
the future, especially when the proposals to restore nature start to take effect.    
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Short-eared Owl: a Short-eared Owl was flushed from cleared forestry in the Lower Hyde Heath area 
to the south of Wild Woodbury on 03 March 2020. It was likely that this bird was on migration. This 
species also overwinters in Poole Harbour in most years with sometimes as many as 4 or 5 birds. The 
less intensive management of the site may make it more attractive to this species in the future.  

Short-eared Owl at Lower Hyde Heath (Trevor Warrick) 

Lesser Spotted Woodpecker: Wareham Forest and the western fringes of Poole Harbour have 
traditionally been strongholds for this scarce and declining breeding resident in Dorset. The limited 
amount of woodland probably means it is unlikely that this species would breed at Wild Woodbury, 
but it may visit the site.  

Great Grey Shrike: This species is a scare passage migrant and winter visitor to Dorset. A single bird 
has regularly overwintered in the Sugar Hill / Lower Hyde Heath area, within Wareham Forest in 
recent years. This is only a short distance to the south of Wild Woodbury and this species could be 
attracted in the future by the proposals to restore nature.    

Yellow-browed Warbler: This species is an uncommon autumn passage migrant that occasionally 
overwinters in Dorset. It has become more frequent in Dorset in recent years and whilst most 
records are from coastal sites, a single bird was recorded nearby at Cold Harbour in Wareham Forest 
on 16 and 17 October 2020. 

Dartford Warbler: This species is a rare breeding bird nationally, but a locally common breeding 
resident in Dorset mainly on heathland. Individuals will occasionally wander to other sites within the 
heathland zone. For example, birds have been recorded on Wareham Common in each of the last 3 
winters (2020 to 2022). Although it is unlikely that Dartford Warbler would breed at Wild Woodbury, 
it may visit the site during post-breeding dispersal and in the winter. 
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Ring Ouzel: In Dorset, this species is a scarce passage migrant, especially in autumn. Whilst most 
records of migrating birds are from the coast, this species is occasionally reported from inland sites 
and could be seen at Wild Woodbury in the future. 

Nightingale: This species is an uncommon breeding visitor and passage migrant in Dorset. In 2020, a 
single bird was seen on migration at Bere Regis on 01 May. Nightingales have been recorded from 
the Lower Piddle Valley for the last four years (2019 to 2022) and breeding was finally confirmed on 
the edge of Wareham Common in 2022. Although it is unlikely that Nightingales would breed at Wild 
Woodbury, they may visit the site. 

Pied Flycatcher: This species is an uncommon passage migrant in Dorset that has been recorded in 
Wareham Forest and on Wareham Common in recent years. It is likely to be seen on migration at 
Wild Woodbury at some point in the future. 

Black Redstart: This species is a locally common passage migrant and winter visitor that occasionally 
breeds in Dorset. In recent years, birds have been recorded at Wareham, mainly in the Lady St Mary 
churchyard and in 2021 one wintered at Trigon House from late January until at least 30 March. 
Black Redstarts are often associated with buildings, so the most likely location to see one at Wild 
Woodbury would be around Court Farm. 

Water Pipit: This species is a scarce winter visitor and passage migrant. It breeds in the Alps and 
other mountain ranges in southern and central Europe migrating northwards in the winter. Some 
birds overwinter in central and southern England. Water Pipits are regularly recorded in the winter 
at Lytchett Bay in Poole Harbour and 2 were seen at Dodding’s Farm Cress Beds on 12 December 
2020. The wetland habitats to be created at Wild Woodbury are likely to be attractive to this species.  

Corn Bunting: In Dorset, Corn Bunting is a locally common breeding resident, which is mainly 
associated with the chalk and limestone outcrops in the County. The 2020 Dorset Bird Report 
indicates that the nearest breeding population is at Milborne St Andrew. Although not seen at Wild 
Woodbury during the baseline year, 12 birds were recorded on the site on 10 December 2022.             

Corn Bunting at Badbury Rings (Trevor Warrick)  
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Appendix 1: Baseline habitat descriptions in early 2022 
Introduction 
For the purposes of describing the habitats that were present at Wild Woodbury in early 2022, the 
site can be divided into four sections, which are: 

 North-west of Lower Hove Wood; 
 South-east of Lower Hove Wood; 
 North-east of Lower Hove Wood; and 
 The areas south-east of Lane End Road and north-west of the Bere Road. 

North-west of Lower Hove Wood 
The part of the site north-west of Lower Hove Wood lies between the A35 and the Bere Stream and 
runs from the southern edge of Bere Regis in the north-west to Lower Hove Wood and Mate’s 
Coppice in the south-east. It is bisected by Spear’s Lane with land within and adjoining the floodplain 
of the Bere Stream along the south-western edge, rising up to Spear’s Lane and beyond to a high 
point where the northern end of Lower Hove Wood meets the A35. 

Horse paddocks 
There are allotment gardens on the southern edge of Bere Regis, with a small area of scrubby 
deciduous woodland on their eastern edge. To the south and east of the allotments are a series of 
horse-grazed paddocks, which lie to the north of the entrance road into the site and surround Court 
Farm Cottages. In early 2022, the paddocks were grazed by four horses, except the field immediately 
south of the allotments, which was un-grazed. One of the farm cottages seemed to be occupied by 
the owner of the horses.  

Farm Buildings   
South of the entrance road and verge there are scrubby Sallow trees beneath the power lines 
adjacent to the Bere Stream. The entrance road leads to an area of hardstanding immediately west 
of the Court Farm agricultural buildings. In early 2022 there were some Brambles and weedy 
margins on the western edge of the hardstanding area and the farm buildings were largely 
unoccupied. 

Frooms 
Frooms is a long narrow strip of land adjoining the eastern edge of the floodplain of the Bere Stream 
and the northern part of Dodding’s Farm Cress Beds. In early 2022, Frooms was improved pasture 
throughout with quite lush growth, apart from a small, narrow, wetter meadow immediately south 
of Court Farm adjacent to the Bere Stream, with extensive patches of Brambles at the northern end. 
The improved pasture at Frooms was divided by post-and-wire fences into three fields (North, 
Central and South Frooms). There was also a post and wire fence along the western margin 
separating the land from the adjacent public footpath. Frooms has a mature hedge along Spear’s 
Lane on the eastern edge. The northern end of the adjacent cress beds is overlooked from Frooms 
although views are curtailed at the far northern end by a group of mature Holm Oaks.  

Bulbarrow / Hove / Fanny’s 
East of Spear’s Lane, the more elevated ground of Bulbarrow and Hove had arable stubble in it in 
early 2022 with a number of ‘bare ground specialist’ plants, including Field Pansy and Round-leaved 
Fluellen appearing later in the year. The much smaller field known as Fanny’s was improved 
grassland with a few weedy margins and small patches of Brambles. All three fields are separated by 
mature hedges. At the northern end of Bulbarrow is an area of planted deciduous trees. The higher 
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ground on the eastern edge of Hove close to Lower Hove Wood has escaped cultivation, at least in 
recent years, and in early 2022, supported an area of scrubby grassland. In early 2022 some of the 
scrub close to the A35 had been cleared in order to establish an access route at the northern edge of 
Lower Hove Wood between Hove and Claycuts.  

Field Pansy at Bulbarrow (left) and Round-leaved Fluellen at Hove (right) (Trevor Warrick) 

Lower Hove Wood / Mate’s Coppice 
Lower Hove Wood and Mate’s Coppice are both excluded from the Wild Woodbury site and in early 
2022 remained in private ownership. There are public footpaths along the eastern and western 
edges of Lower Hove Wood and another public footpath passes through the southern end of Mate’s 
Coppice between Fanny’s and Brewers. The wood contains Oak standards with some Ash, Sycamore 
and other trees and a relatively sparse understorey, including Holly and Hazel. The ground flora 
includes Bluebells and Dog’s Mercury. 

South-east of Lower Hove Wood 
This area adjoins Lane End Road on the south-eastern edge and Spear’s Lane on the south-western 
edge. Part of the north-eastern edge is defined by a track between two mature hedges running from 
Lower Hove Wood to Masterman’s Copse. The north-western edge is formed by Lower Hove Wood 
and Mate’s Coppice. This area comprises a largely south-east facing slope, which runs down towards 
Lane End Road, where drainage is impeded in a few places.  

Brewers 
Brewers occupies higher ground on the edge of Lower Hove Wood and Mate’s Coppice. There is a 
track running along the eastern edge and some residential properties (outside the Wild Woodbury 
site) at the southern end. In early 2022, it was improved grassland with a few isolated mature Oaks 
and a few patches of Nettle. There is a metal water tank in the middle of the field and a few small 
Bramble patches towards the southern end close to the houses. 
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Brickhills / 12 Acres 
In early 2022, Brickhills and the much smaller 12 Acres contained largely maize stubble. The fields 
are divided by a mature hedgerow. There was an uncultivated area of rough grassland in Brickhills 
occupying a shallow depression running from close to the north-western edge of Snatford Copse, 
south-west towards Spear’s Lane and into the valley of the Bere Stream. In early 2022, this area was 
damper than the rest of the field with a few small patches (puddles) of standing water. After heavy 
rain, it appeared to be fed from a spring in the field. Whilst these fields generally slope towards the 
south-east, there is also an area of more raised ground just to the north of Snatford Copse, where 
the soil appears to be more acidic. There is a small copse, mainly of Oak on the northern edge of 
Brickhills by the track past the houses.    

Snatford Copse 
The northern part is a rough grassy area with a few patches of Bramble, leggy Gorse and Bracken, 
suggesting more acidic soils. The central part is an area of woodland dominated by Silver Birch, with 
a sparse Holly understorey and areas of Bracken. In early 2022, the trees were largely single-
stemmed and seemed to be mostly even-aged. The southern part of this area is rank grassland with 
Bracken and scattered young trees. In early 2022, it was being encroached upon by trees from the 
woodland area and by scrub.  

Wilcox’s 
In early 2022, Wilcox’s had been fairly recently resown as improved grassland, with very few herbs 
evident although plants such as Common Centaury, Wild Carrot and Common Cudweed emerged 
later in the year. This field is flatter than Brickfields but still has a very shallow slope to the south-
east, where in early 2022, there was some pooling of water towards the Lane End Road.  

Common Centaury and Common Cudweed in Wilcox’s (Trevor Warrick)       
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North-east of Lower Hove Wood  
This area is bordered by Lower Hove Wood to the west, the A35 / Bere Road to the north and north-
east and Lane End Road to the south-east. Part of the south-western boundary is formed by the 
track, which runs from Lower Hove Wood to Masterman’s Copse. The fields in this area form part of 
the upper catchment of the Sherford River and in addition to the hedges, many of the boundaries 
have fairly deep ditches associated with them. The land generally slopes to the south and south-east 
from a high point around Claycuts and George’s Copse by the A35. 

George’s Copse, Georges, Claycuts and Aeroplane 
George’s Copse has mainly Oak standards with an open understorey at the southern end becoming 
denser towards the north with more Hazel and occasional Holly. The ground flora includes 
Moschatel and Twayblade. The southern part of the wood is bordered by drainage ditches on both 
the northern and southern sides, with a little Gorse on the southern edge. In early 2022, the 
surrounding three fields of George’s, Claycuts and Aeroplane contained arable stubble and all were 
bordered by thick hedgerows. There was an uncultivated rough, grassy margin on the south-eastern 
edge of Aeroplane, bordering a fairly deep ditch.  

Moschatel (left) and Scarlet Elf Cap (right) in George’s Copse (Trevor Warrick)  

Masterman’s Copse, Masterman’s 1 and 2, Pieces 1 and 2 and Woodbury 1, 2 and 3    
Masterman’s Copse contains mostly Oak standards with some Silver Birch. The trees are mostly 
single-stemmed, although there are a few multi-stemmed and spreading trees on the edges. In 2022, 
the open nature of the wood with small, low Holly bushes and sparse Bramble suggested grazing 
probably by Deer. The four small fields to the north and east (Masterman’s 1 and 2 and Pieces 1 and 
2) are all largely flat with improved grassland and a few rushes, particularly in Pieces 1. There is a 
line of trees dividing Masterman’s 1 and 2, while Pieces 1 and 2 are divided by a ditch with a little 
Gorse along it. A ditch also divides Pieces 1 from Wilcox’s. Hedges border Lane End Road and the 
adjoining Woodbury fields. In early 2022, Woodbury 1 was an area of rough grassland with some 
scattered patches of Bramble and Rushes towards the northern end on higher ground. Woodbury 2 
and 3 contained arable stubble and Woodbury 1 and 2 were divided by a Bramble hedge.     
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The areas south-east of Lane End Road and north-west of the Bere Road 
Most of the Wild Woodbury site is contained by the A35 / Bere Road to the north and Lane End Road 
on the south-eastern edge. These roads meet at a crossroads, just north of Lower Woodbury Farm. 
The three fields south of the crossroads (Peewit and Sherford North and South) and the one to the 
north (Bloxworth) also form part of the site.  

South-east of Lane End Road: Peewit and Sherford North and South 
In early 2022, much of Peewit was arable stubble, with an uncultivated, grassy area along the 
southern margin, where in places there are also strips of Bracken and a little Gorse adjoining the 
edge of Wareham Forest. There is a rushy area towards the western end of Peewit at the southern 
edge, adjoining some spreading Sallows on the edge of Wareham Forest, where in early 2022 there 
was also a dump of organic material. The far south-eastern extension of the field is also a damper, 
rushy area. The margin between Peewit and Sherford North and South is a ditch, which is the upper 
channel of the Sherford River. The ditch is accompanied by a mature hedge with some trees and a 
scrubby (and weedy) margin, mostly of Bramble on the southern (Peewit) side.    

In early 2022, Sherford North was fairly lush improved pasture and separated from Sherford South 
by a post-and-wire fence with a little Bramble scrub. Sherford South was rough grassland with a 
small, drier area at the northern end, with a few small patches of Nettle. This quickly became 
damper with extensive areas of rushes further south. Sherford South also has a variety of deciduous 
trees around the edge where it adjoins Wareham Forest.   

Bloxworth 
This area lies to the north of the Bere Road and is isolated from the rest of the Wild Woodbury site. 
It supports mainly rough grassland with patches of Bramble along fence lines and ditches. In early 
2022, the three fields formed a single grazing unit. There is a pond in the southern corner of 
Bloxworth, which is covered by overhanging Sallow trees. Between the pond and the field gate, is a 
pile of organic material with some associated nettles and docks. The margin of the easternmost 
section of Bloxworth is defined by a ditch with fairly extensive patches of Brambles along it.   

 Narrow-leaved Lungwort in Spear’s Lane (Trevor Warrick) 


