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INTRODUCTION 

Welcome to the 2022 Holes Bay Nature Park report.  

The aim of this annual report is to document the year's wildlife sightings in Holes Bay and Upton 

Country Park. More than that, we hope to promote the areaôs importance for nature, and to allow 

as many people as possible to appreciate the richness of the local wildlife. 

Please refer to the introduction to 2020ôs report (https://www.birdsofpooleharbour.co.uk/surveys/) 

for an overview of the history and ecology of the area. 

   

Hornet (Vespa crabro) 

© Tony Grant 

Banksôs Leaf Bettle 

(Chrysolina banksia) © Nick Woods 

Minotaur Beetles (male and female) 

(Typhaeus typhoeus) © Tony Grant 

   

Harvestman (Leiobunum rotundum) 

© John Butler 

Buff-tail/White-tail Bumblebee 

© Sally Grant 

Large White Caterpillar and 

Brassica Shield Bug © Nick Woods 

Moth Trap ñinvadersò and other insects of UCP 

Holes Bay is recognised nationally and internationally important as a wintering site for waders and 

wildfowl, so this yearôs report continues to concentrate on the birdlife with a full species-by-species 

bird report, as well as a month-by-month account of the birds recorded by Martin Adams. A total of 

130 bird species were recorded in 2022, with last year's Tundra Bean Geese seen again in 

January. Worthy of a mention were the good numbers of wintering birds for which Holes Bay is so 

well known (for example Wigeon and Black-tailed Godwit); the breeding Peregrines and the 

occurrence of a number of species not often recorded in the area including Curlew Sandpiper, 

Kittiwake, Hen Harrier, Water Pipit and Marsh Tit. 

In addition, Stephen F. Smith has collated a list of bird records dating from 1900, which highlights 

the species that have been lost to the area, but also those that are on the increase. 
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Increased sightings of White-tailed Eagles over UCP and Holes Bay bode well for the future, as 

does the success of the re-introduction of Ospreys to Poole Harbour. 

Whilst regular moth surveys using light traps have been carried out at Upton Country Park since 

2020, with 306 species of moth recorded during 2022, we also have some ñhistoricalò records 

dating from the 1970s onwards, which we have now been able to include in our statistics. See 

Sally Grantôs account of the number and variety of moths recorded within UCP and Holes Bay, as 

well as a month-by-month report of our trapping sessions. 

Stephen F. Smith continues with his reporting of the surprising variety of flora present along the 

Holes Bay Road as well as within the area of Bascombe Pond in Upton Country Park, and Martin 

Adams has also contributed a section on Dragonflies and Damselflies with stunning photographs. 

Of great interest is a report on the changes in vegetation along a section of the shoreline of Upton 

Country Park between 1988 and 2018 by Nick Woods. 

Apart from birds, moths and flora, there is a great deal more to be seen. This year Claire Ivey from 

the Bumblebee Conservation Trust (Bumblebee Conservation Trust), has carried out Bumblebee 

transects across the Park, along with one of our volunteers, John Butler, who has also carried out 

regular Butterfly transects. John recorded sightings of three infrequently-reported butterflies that 

were seen in 2022: Silver-washed Fritillary, Brown Argus and Purple Hairstreak. We also regularly 

see, and record, various ñmoth trap invadersò in the form of Crane Flies, May bugs, Parasitic 

Wasps, Hornets, Shield Bugs, Beetles etc. 

 

  
Caddis (Halesus radiatus) © Nick Woods Crane Fly (Tipula rufina) © Sally Grant 

  

Tanner Beetle (Prionus coriarius) 

© Sally Grant 
Red-legged Shield Bug (Pentatoma rufipes) 

© Sally Grant 
Moth Trap ñinvadersò and other insects of UCP 

https://www.bumblebeeconservation.org/
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In 2023 we hope to re-run our reptile survey, monitor for bat activity around Upton House, and 

carry out regular bat surveys within the Park. At least four bat species were known to be present 

during 2022: Chiroptera sp., Common Pipistrelle, Noctule and Serotine, but we suspect there are 

more. 

In order to preserve the information that we collate as a group, bird observations are recorded on 

BTOôs BirdTrack, and other species are recorded on Living Record. This ensures that all records 

are available to Dorset Environmental Records Centre and other interested parties in the future, 

thereby contributing to the protection of the local area. Our team recorded over 600 species of 

plant and animal (including moths) on Living Record during 2022.  

If you would like to contribute to these records, please share any wildlife sightings on our Twitter 

account @bayholes or email us at nick.woods4@btinternet.com 

The authors would like to acknowledge the assistance of Paul Morton (The Birds of Poole 

Harbour) and Geoff Upton (Dorset Bird Club), as well as Upton Country Park for hosting this 

report. Also, Adrian Bicker (Living Record) and Jez Martin (Bournemouth, Christchurch and Poole 

Council) for their ongoing support. 

 

 

Martin Adams, John Butler, Sally Grant, Tony Grant, Jackie Hull, Nick Hull, 

Stephen F. Smith and Nick Woods 

  

mailto:nick.woods4@btinternet.com
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THE BIRDS OF HOLES BAY ï A MONTHLY ROUND UP FOR 2022 

by Martin Adams 

JANUARY 

 
© Martin Adams 

The year started with stunning numbers of birds wintering in Holes Bay. The monthly WeBS 

(Wetland Bird Survey) count recorded 7988 Waders, Wildfowl and Gulls in The Bay including 2671 

Wigeon, 632 Teal, 1168 Dunlin, 484 Avocet, and 1098 Black-tailed Godwit. This total represented 

over a quarter of the birds recorded in Poole Harbour at the time!  

 
© Martin Adams 

Of all the waders in the Bay however, perhaps the most exciting was a single Common Sandpiper. 

Despite the name, as few as 50 are thought to overwinter in Britain, with the bird far more common 

locally as a passage bird in Spring or Autumn.  



7 

 
Common Sandpiper © Martin Adams 

Looking closely for the Common Sandpiper had the benefit of turning up regular numbers of 

Turnstone along the Railway Embankment. A greater focus on the South West produced a few 

records of Spotted Redshank: once a far more common bird in the Northern sectors, and Common 

Snipe: never an easy bird to see in The Bay.  

Brent Geese were also seen more frequently in the SW of The Bay, and there was a high count of 

4 Red Breasted Mergansers and just 1 record of Goldeneye. 

 
Tundra Bean Goose © Richard Adams 
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Three Tundra Bean Geese were perhaps last year's birds of the year. They were still present on 

New Year's Day, before seemingly being scared off by a New Year's Day Fun Run, but returned 

briefly on the 30th. 

A Glossy Ibis that was around Lytchett for a few weeks was seen heading to and from the 

direction of the Bay but sadly wasn't seen in Holes Bay itself.  

There was a semi-regular Pied Wagtail roost of 100+ birds in the Asda carpark, and 300+ 

Starlings occasionally performed a mini murmuration - there were displays 1000s strong in the 

area in the 90's, reflecting the shocking decline of one of our most familiar birds.  

A Blackbird also started singing in the Asda carpark, and birds were already singing in Upton CP. 

As well as the perennial Robins and Wrens, Great Tits and Song Thrush were heard singing and 

Great Spotted Woodpecker were drumming.  

Flocks of 40+ Redwing was recorded in Upton CP, and a few Stonechat and small flocks of Siskin 

were notable winter visitors. A single Marsh Tit was the  best record however, as these once 

common birds have declined by 80% since the 1960's.  

 
Siberian Chiffchaff © Nick Woods 

Chiffchaff - a species that was once only a summer visitor - were recorded in the relative warmth 

of the PC World Drain, including birds of the Siberian sub-species.  

Finally, the grey winters wouldn't be complete without Kingfishers to brighten up the Bay. Although 

usually associated with the river banks where they breed, these iconic birds disperse to other 

water bodies in the winter months. 
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FEBRUARY 

 
© Tanya Hart 

February in Holes Bay generally means slightly less of the same, although 750+ Wigeon are still 

an impressive sight. They gradually came to be outnumbered by Teal as the month went on with 

counts of 300+ recorded. 

 
Teal © Pete Corbin  

Pintail and Shoveler were still present in good numbers at the start of the month. These ducks 

often show particularly well from The Stone Bench, although it is fortunate that they both have 

such distinct silhouettes when the low winter sun is behind them! 

There were up to 12 Little Grebe, another wintering water bird that can be easily recognised by 

their silhouette which is fortunate as they generally hang out under the railway bridge, as far away 

from the shore as it's possible to get. 
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Redshank and Oystercatcher © Martin Adams 

Avocet and Dunlin are usually quite late arrivals and early leavers, so 259 Avocet was a great 

count, although Dunlin were down to a mere 100 (and Godwit a mere 750!) 

Snipe and Turnstone continued to be recorded more regularly, and there were still the occasional 

Lapwing in Holes Bay NW. Lapwing are another bird in dramatic decline: they formerly bred in the 

fields where the Upton bypass now runs, and such habitat loss together with changes in 

agricultural land use is the major reason for their decline.  

There was a sighting of another declining winter visitor, Spotted Redshank on the 27th, and windy 

conditions brought in a flock of Cormorant on the 15th.  

 
Common Snipe © Martin Adams 
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In Upton CP, winter is notable for the roaming flocks of passerines. These birds can come from all 

over Europe and form mixed flocks in search of scarce seasonal foraging opportunities.  

32 Redwing was the highest count this month - down on previous years. These birds are highly 

nomadic; however, the same Scandinavian breeding birds can be recorded in Britain one winter 

and Turkey the next. 

 
Nuthatch © Pete Corbin  

There were 2 or 3 Brambling - a Scandinavian cousin of our resident Chaffinch, and 2 Firecrest on 

7th along with counts of 21 Great Tit, 9 Nuthatch, 20 Robin and 26 Greenfinch.  

 
Grey Wagtail © Rene Goad 

A few Grey Wagtails were sighted - a far more colourful bird than the name suggests. 7 Rooks 

were another good record, as they are surprisingly scarce in Upton CP, although they may be 

overlooked.  

Like corvids, gulls tend to get overlooked, but The Bay sees big winter roosts with 1200+ Black-

headed Gulls and over 200 Herring Gull logged. The Mediterranean Gulls started returning, and 
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there was a high count of 24 Common Gulls. Despite the name they aren't particularly common in 

The Bay, and only as a winter visitor.  

 
Common Gull © Martin Adams 

A Red Kite passed over on the 2nd - these birds have staged a remarkable recovery in the last 

few decades in the M4 corridor, but have been slow to colonise further South, although they are 

becoming more common and now breed in North Dorset.  

Finally, a sign of Spring approaching was at least 50 toads were logged returning to breed in 

Grove Pond.  

 

 
Common Toad © Nick Woods 
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MARCH 

 
© Martin Adams 

March saw the wildfowl numbers steadily decreasing as they started to make their way back to 

their breeding grounds, although there were still highs of around 250 Wigeon and 350 Teal!  

 
Wigeon © René Goad 

The story is slightly more complicated with the waders, with some leaving but the numbers of 

some boosted by birds that had wintered further South stopping off in the harbour.  
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This is especially true of the Godwits, with counts nearing 1000+ along with over 100 Redshank 

regularly recorded.  

 
Dunlin and Back-tailed Godwit © Pete Corbin  

The Avocet stayed slightly longer than last winter, until the 13th, with the last sighting of Dunlin on 

the 21st. 

Common Sandpiper were more elusive, but one sighting in the middle of the month was probably 

still the wintering bird as it was a bit early for passage birds, and there was 1 Knot on the 4th.  

Male Reed Bunting were seen near the Stone Bench and from Symes Road (where it is often a 

challenge to pick them out amongst the numerous House Sparrows)  

 
Reed Bunting © Martin Adams 

13 Siskin on the 4th were still a winter flock, but the resident songbirds were singing 

conspicuously.  
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A Red Kite was seen on the 4th, and at the end of the month the Peregrine's behaviour indicated 

that they were on eggs with nest changeovers witnessed.  

23 + Med Gulls represented a good pre-breeding flock, and a few Common Gulls were still 

present.  

 
Black-headed Gull © Martin Adams 

Sand Martin on the 21st and Sandwich Terns on the 29th were welcome signs of Spring arriving 

and Butterfly species that overwinter as adults such as Brimstone, Red Admiral and Small 

Tortoiseshell started to emerge.  

 
Small Tortoiseshell © Martin Adams 
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APRIL 

 
© Martin Adams 

Over 1500 Black-tailed Godwit at the start of the month was an excellent count for April, as the 

high spring tide pushed them off other parts of the harbour. These birds were probably a mixture 

of 'our' local wintering birds and passage birds from further South.  

 
Whimbrel © Martin Adams 
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The picture is a lot simpler with The Whimbrel, a smaller cousin of the Curlew that we only see on 

passage: the first record of the year was on the 20th, with up to 7 present by the end of the month. 

 
Turnstone © Martin Adams 

Turnstones were still present on the Railway Embankment, looking resplendent in their breeding 

plumage. As with many waders, we don't see the best of them for the majority of the time that they 

are in this country.  

 
Oystercatcher © Martin Adams 
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One wader that is truly a summer resident is the Oystercatcher, and whilst many would be non-

breeders, a pair once again attempted to breed on the roof of a building by the Twin Sails bridge, 

with birds also seen on the roofs around Asda and the RNLI buildings.  

There were still 26 Wigeon at the start of the month, plus the odd Pintail, Teal and Shoveler 

holding on.  

Shelduck were the most numerous waterfowl species, including a Common x Ruddy Shelduck 

hybrid which seemed to get around the harbour quite a bit during the month, a good indicator that 

these (and other) birds use more than one site.  

 
Shelduck and probable Ruddy Shelduck x Common Shelduck hybrid © Nick Woods 

There were a couple of sightings of Wheatear, another classic passage bird, and an Osprey 

passed through. Although Osprey had traditionally been a passage bird in the Harbour, 2022 

would be the year that changed.  

 
Peregrine © Peter Twamley 
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The Peregrines on Barclays House could be seen feeding chicks, although it remained to be seen 

how many had hatched as they remained tantalisingly out of sight on the balcony.  

Up to 6 Linnets were seen on the scrubby margins between Half Moon and Lamb's Leas Field. 

These birds were more common when the SANG was farmed, so it is good to see them back as 

the management of the park changed.  

The summer breeding migrants were also starting to return: Reed Warblers could be heard singing 

their distinctive songs around the edge of the Bay. 12 singing Chiffchaff and 17 Blackcap were 

recorded around Upton CP and a single Willow Warbler was logged. The latter is one of the most 

common migrants in Europe, although less so locally where they seem to have declined, perhaps 

due to climate change.  

Swallows returned and wasted no time checking out the nesting site in the walled garden. This 

iconic bird of summer is also sadly in decline, so it was good to see them holding on here.  

Of course, as well as the migrants, the resident birds were hard at work in the peak of the 

breeding season!  

 
Song Thrush © Tony Grant  

MAY 

Holes Bay entered the summer doldrums, as far as birdwatching is concerned, with most of the 

waterfowl back on their breeding ground, and only a few Oystercatchers, Godwit, Redshank, 

Whimbrel and Curlew left to represent the waders.  

 

Whimbrel © Sue Ketteridge 
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By the end of the month, it was just the 'Oycs' left, but this did include the Twin Sails breeding pair, 

who were now sitting on eggs.  

Of the resident wildfowl, Swans bred SW, and Mallard in the PC World Drain. Shelduck were still 

present but there was no sign of breeding yet. There was still the occasional Gadwall sighting, but 

no sign of breeding.  

 
Mallard © Martin Adams 

There were 16 Reed Warblers singing around Holes Bay and Upton CP and, more surprisingly, 

one in the power station site.  

Starlings bred around the urban fringes, and juveniles of the common woodland species started to 

appear in Upton CP such as Robin, Song Thrush, Great Tit and Treecreeper.  

 
Treecreeper © Nick Woods  
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Willow Warbler were recorded singing again, raising the possibility of breeding and as usual there 

were a few Firecrest around including singing males.  

 
Peregrine © Peter Twamley 

The juvenile Peregrines started to show on the balcony as they grew rapidly, and it was confirmed 

that they had once again hatched 3 chicks.  

 
Juvenile Peregrines © Martin Adams 
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The breeding season of the birds of course coincides with the emergence of the insects.  

 
Scarce Chaser © Martin Adams 

 

 
Beautiful Demoiselle © Martin Adams 

Dragonflies started to emerge, including the Near Threatened Scarce Chaser and the stunning 

Beautiful Demoiselle which could be seen in moth-like flight along Dead Man's Ditch.  
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Small Blue Butterfly egg laying © Martin Adams 

 

 
Mating Common Blue Butterfly © Martin Adams 

The Blue butterflies dominated, with Holly, Common and most notably Small Blue Butterflies on 

the Power Station site and Holes Bay SE. These rare and localised butterflies have colonised 

these infilled verges and brownfield sites.  
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Bank Vole © Martin Adams 

And finally, a relatively rare rodent record - a Bank Vole by the Stone Bench!  

JUNE 

Summer was in full bloom, with Pyramidal Orchids in profusion along the Holes Bay Road along 

with a few Bee Orchids.  

 
Pyramidal Orchids © Martin Adams 


























































































































































































































































































































