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BIRD REPORT 2022 

RECORDING AREA 
Please note there is no public access to Sturminster Marshall GP 
In addition to Sturminster Marshall GP (Marshall Fishery), the recording 
area extends to the adjacent fields, the nearby lake at Dorset Springs Lakes 
and the lower sections of Barton's Ground, Sturminster Marshall Golf 
Course and Moor Lane.  NB: Dorset Springs Lakes were referred to as Bailie 
Gate Lakes in previous reports.    
 

BRIEF SUMMARY 
The best bird sightings of the year were: 
1st: Shag on 10th January - first site record and only the 3rd inland record for 
Dorset. 
2nd: Yellow-browed Warbler on 23rd November (heard only) and 29th 
November (seen briefly) - first site record of this uncommon autumn 
migrant. 
3rd: Firecrest on 29th November - only second site record and seen 30 
seconds after the Yellow-browed Warbler! 
4th: Whinchat and Stonechat on 12th September - both immature birds 
associating together, first records of both species since 2017. 
5th: Greenshank on 1st September - first record since 2018. 
6th: Barn Owl on 25th June - this suggests that the species may still be 
breeding locally. 
7th: Egyptian Goose with 6 young on 23rd February - this seems a very early 
date to produce young, at least 5 survived to fledge.  
 
 

 

Immature Shag diving 
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SYSTEMATIC LIST 
 
Key 
MAIN HIGHLIGHTS IN CAPITALS 
 
Breeding status: C = confirmed, Pb = probable, Ps = possible,  
NB: for estimated breeding numbers for all species see Table at end of report 
 
Monthly max tables: pr = pair, br = breeding, p = present  
 

Mute Swan (Ps) 
Monthly max 

Jan Feb Mar Apr May June July Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec 

4 5 2prs 2prs 2prs pr pr  3 6 10 p 1 

Although there were single pairs at Sturminster Marshall GP from January to 
July and at nearby Dorset Springs Lakes from January to early May, there was 
no sign of successful breeding at either site. A pair bred successfully at the 
latter site in 2021 and 2020. Otherwise small numbers were recorded at 
Sturminster Marshall GP from August to October with a peak count of 10 on 
28th October. This species was largely absent during November and 
December with only 2 records during these months. 
 
Greylag Goose (Ps) 
Monthly max  

Jan Feb Mar Apr May June July Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec 

9+ 19+ 38+ p 34+ 2 2prs p 1 1 0 1 

Although this species has become a well-established breeding species at both 
Sturminster Marshall GP and neighbouring Dorset Springs Lakes since 2017, 
there was no evidence of successful breeding this year.  Otherwise the species 
was regularly present at both sites from January to August with occasional 
large flocks, the highest count being 38+ on 7th March.  The species was very 
scarce during the latter part of the year with a single bird seen on 8 dates 
during the September to December period.  
 
Canada Goose (C) 
Monthly max 

Jan Feb Mar Apr May June July Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec 

10 21 p p p 17+ 27 170+ 200+ 200+ 14 3 

Although this species has become a well-established breeding species at both 
Sturminster Marshall GP and neighbouring Dorset Springs Lakes, breeding 
was only successful at the former site where one pair reared fledged young.    
Unlike the past 2 autumns, there was little overhead passage. However the 
exceptionally low lake level at Sturminster Marshall GP attracted large 
numbers of settled birds, the highest counts being 200+ on 1st September and 
28th October. 
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Egyptian Goose (C) 
After the marked increase in records during 2019, this species is now firmly 
established in the area. During 2022 a pair was present for much of year at 
Dorset Springs Lakes where successful breeding occurred with a brood of 6 
young seen on the surprisingly early date of 23rd February. At least 5 and 
possibly all 6 young successfully fledged. Although favouring Dorset Springs 
Lakes, birds frequently visited neighbouring Sturminster Marshall GP. 
 
Wigeon 
Early winter: a pair on 28th January.  Spring: a male on 2nd March. 
Autumn: 5 on 25th September. 
 
Gadwall 
More records than usual including overwintering birds present from 
November 2021 to mid-February 2022.  Early winter: 1-2 pairs present on 10 
dates from 2nd January to 12th February.  Spring: 1 on 24th March and a pair 
on 1st May.  Summer: 2 on 16th June. 
 
Teal 
Early winter: 4 on 2nd January.  Autumn: 3 on 13th July and 5 on 1st 
September. Late winter: 3 on 12th December. 
 
Mallard (Ps) 
Monthly max 

Jan Feb Mar Apr May June July Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec 

12 7+ p p p 26+ 17 20 14 48+ 30+ p 

Highest count during the year of 48+ on 28th October was an exceptional 
count for the site.  No evidence of breeding this year. 
 
Shoveler 
Early winter: 2 on 3rd January, 3 on 13th January and 1 on 15th January. 
Autumn: 4 on 17th July was an unusual date. 
 
Tufted Duck (Ps) 
Monthly max  

Jan Feb Mar Apr May June July Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec 

53 48+ 36+ 21 11 2prs 1 8 10 7 24 28 

Although for the 4th year in succession birds were seen in all months, there 
was no evidence of breeding. The highest winter counts were 53 on 21st 
January and 28 on 3rd December.   
 
Goosander:  
Early winter: a pair seen distantly flying south along the River Stour on 8th 
February. 
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Little Grebe 
Autumn: singles on 28th August and 12th September.  Winter: 1 on 5th 
November (angler's record). 
 
Great Crested Grebe (C) 
Although a single pair was present at Sturminster Marshall GP for most of the 
year, there was a brief absence from mid-September to the end of October 
when the lake level was exceptionally low. The pair bred successfully with 3 
young first seen on 18th June which successfully fledged. There was a second 
pair at neighbouring Dorset Springs Lakes from January to mid April, but 
there were no further sightings at this site until late in the year with a single 
bird on 29th November and 3rd & 8th December.   
 
Cormorant 
Monthly max   

Jan Feb Mar Apr May June July Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec 

2+ 2 3 1 1 0 1 0 1 1 2 2+ 

This species is most frequently seen during the winter months. 
 
SHAG 
Early winter: a 1st-winter bird on 10th January.  FIRST SITE RECORD and 
only the 3rd inland record for Dorset. This is strictly a marine species.  
Consequently it is an exceptionally rare visitor to inland waters.   
 
Little Egret 
This was the best year for the species since 2016, largely due to the 
exceptionally low lake level at Sturminster Marshall GP during the autumn. 
Spring: 1 on 23rd March.  Autumn: 2 on 15th July, 3 on 20th July (angler's 
record), 2 on 20th September (angler's record), singles on 3rd, 9th & 10th 
October, 2+ on 18th October and singles on 28th & 31st October. Late winter: 
all records from the semi-flooded field immediately adjacent to Sturminster 
Marshall GP with 6 on 23rd November, 1 on 29th November, 6 on 1st 
December and 5 on 3rd December.  
 
GREAT WHITE EGRET 
Early winter: 1 flew south on 28th January (first seen by angler) and 1 on 8th 
February (angler's record).  Autumn: 1 seen distantly flying south along the 
River Stour on 20th September. 
 
Grey Heron 
Monthly max  

Jan Feb Mar Apr May June July Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec 

1 1 2 0 1 0 1+ 1+ 1 2 1 1+ 

 
RED KITE 
Spring: singles on 21st & 24th March with 1 possibly 2 birds on 19th April. 
Autumn: 1 on 28th August. 
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Sparrowhawk (Pb) 
A pair was present for most of the year and probably bred locally.  
 
Kestrel 
A single immature/female bird was regularly present from 2nd January to 
24th March.  Thereafter there were only 3 records involving single birds on 
14th & 24th September and 11th November.  
 
Hobby 
Spring: 2 on 9th May was the only record. 
 
Peregrine Falcon (Ps) 
Single birds were present usually perched on distant pylons on 18 dates from 
11th January to 7th August with 2 on 10th June. Despite some interaction with 
Ravens during the spring, there was no evidence of attempted breeding 
which last took place successfully in 2004.  Otherwise 1 on 20th December 
was the only subsequent record.  
 
Moorhen (C) 
Fledged young seen both at Sturminster Marshall GP and Dorset Springs 
Lakes.  
 
Coot (C) 
Monthly max  

Jan Feb Mar Apr May June July Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec 

55+ 30+ pr pr pr pr 43+ 51+ 57+  50+ 50+ 40+ 

Breeding involved at least 8 possibly 9 pairs at Sturminster Marshall GP and 
at least one pair probably more at Dorset Springs Lakes. Breeding success was 
difficult to accurately record, but several broods involving fledged young 
were seen at both sites. Otherwise there were high numbers in January, 
February and from July to December max 57+ on 23rd & 25th September. 
 
Lapwing 
Although there was a good series of records during 2021 mainly due to the 
cold spell in late January and early February, the species was absent in 2022.  
This is now the 4th year since 2010 and the 2nd year since 2020 without any 
records.   
 
Snipe 
This species remains a scarce visitor.  Spring: singles on 7th March and 21st 
April.  Autumn: singles on 7th August and 22nd September.  Late winter: 1 on 
12th December. 
 
Common Sandpiper 
Spring: singles on 11th & 23rd April.  Autumn: singles on 9th & 15th July.  
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Green Sandpiper 
A welcome return after an absence in 2021.  Spring: 1 on 11th April. Autumn: 
1 on 3rd October.  
 
GREENSHANK 
Autumn: 1 flew south on 1st September. 
 
Black-headed Gull 
Small to modest numbers seen frequently during the year with isolated high 
counts most notably 250+ on 8th February, 200+ on 14th March and 80+ on 
2nd October.  
 
Mediterranean Gull 
This species remains a rare visitor outside the spring and early summer 
periods.  Early winter: 2+ on 8th February and 2 on 23rd February.  
Spring/summer: regularly seen and/or heard from 2nd March to 18th June in 
small numbers with peak counts of 20+ on 13th April, 16+ on 14th March and 
10+ on 15th April and 16th June. Late winter: 3 on 1st December. 
 
Common Gull 
This species remains an uncommon visitor. Early winter: 1 on 23rd January.  
Spring: 4 on 7th March.  Autumn: 2 on 9th October and 1 on 10th October. 
Late winter: 2 on 19th November.  
 
Lesser Black-backed Gull 
Early winter: singles on 31st January and 23rd February. Spring: 3 on 11th 
April, 5+ on 23rd April and singles on 13th and 16th May. Summer: 2+ on 9th 
June, 1+ on 13th June and singles on 18th June and 9th July.  Autumn: singles 
on 7th August and 25th September. 
 
Herring Gull  
Monthly max 

Jan Feb Mar Apr May June July Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec 

35+ 5 27+ 5+ 2+ 10+ 1 2 9 6+ 20+ 5+ 

Small to modest numbers seen frequently during the year 
 
Great Black-backed Gull 

Early winter: 1 on 11th January and 2 on 31st January.  Spring: 1 on 9th March.  
 
Feral Pigeon 
Spring: 6 on 23rd April. Summer: 1 on 16th June. Autumn: 1 on 2nd August.  
 
Collared Dove (Pb) 
Spring/summer: 1 heard on 9 dates from 11th April to 18th June.  
 
 
 



 

 
8 

Cuckoo (Pb)  
Spring/summer: first on 17th April (angler's report) with presumably the 
same bird heard on 10 dates from 19th April to 18th June.   
 
Barn Owl (Ps) 
Summer: 1 on 25th June (angler's report) was the only record this year.   
 
Tawny Owl (Pb) 
One seen briefly at dusk on 16th July. Otherwise frequent reports from 
anglers of birds calling at night mainly during the early spring, late autumn 
and winter periods.  
 
Swift 
This species seems to be in deep decline locally with only one record.  
Summer: 7 on 15th July.  
 
Kingfisher 
Many more records than usual mainly associated with the exceptionally low 
lake level during and autumn.  Spring: 1 on 29th March.  Summer/autumn: 1-
2 birds on 14 dates from 13th June to 13th October. Many other reports from 
anglers. Winter: singles on 1st and 12th December.  
 
Sand Martin 
Exceptionally few records this year associated with the poor spring migration 
nationally. Spring/summer: first 1 on 29th March with 2+ on 21st April and 
5+ on 8th July. Autumn: 10+ on 15th September was a very late date for this 
site.  
 
Swallow 
There were fewer records than usual associated with the poor spring 
migration nationally.  Spring/summer: first 1+ on 11th April with further 
records on only 9 dates from 30th April to 30th July mostly involving 1-2 
birds but 12+ on 30th April, 10+ on 1st May and 10+ on 8th July. Autumn: a 
small passage of birds with records on 10 dates from 28th August to 2nd 
October mostly involving 1-5 birds, but 20+ on 15th September and a flock of 
c50+ on 20th September - see House Martin.  
 
House Martin 
Exceptionally few records this year associated with the poor spring migration 
nationally. Spring: first 1+ on 30th April with 3 on 20th May. Autumn: 3 on 
6th August, 60+ on 20th September and present in small numbers on 24th 
September.  
 
Grey Wagtail 
Early winter: 1 on 11th January.  Autumn: singles on 15th July, 4th August 
and 18th September. 
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Pied Wagtail 
Again very scarce this year. Spring/summer: 1 on 3rd May and a pair on 18th 
June. 
  
REDSTART 
Autumn: 1 on 1st September. 
 
WHINCHAT 
First record since 2017.  Autumn: 1 immature on 12th September. 
 
STONECHAT 
First record since 2017.  Autumn: 1 immature associating with the Whinchat 
on 12th September. 
 
Fieldfare 
After an improvement in 2019, a return to the recent pattern of poor years.  
Late winter: a very distant bird on 23rd November.  
 
Redwing 
Early winter/spring: regularly present from 10th January to 24th March 
mostly in small numbers (1-15 birds) but 60+ on 13th January and 50+ on 31st 
January.  Autumn/late winter: present on 6 dates from 14th October to 20th 
December in very small numbers (1-8+ birds). 
 
Mistle Thrush (Pb) 
Early winter/spring: at least 1 male holding territory from 5th January to 14th 
March but 3 birds seen on 2nd March.  Late winter: 1 on 29th November was 
an unseasonal record for the site. 
 
Cetti's Warbler (Ps) 
Spring: a singing male on 5 dates from 21st March to 15th April but failed to 
establish a territory unlike last year when two males held territory from 16th 
March to 21st July.     
 
Sedge Warbler 
Sadly no records of this once regular breeding species. 
 
Reed Warbler 
This species is no longer a regular breeder.  Autumn: a migrant bird on 10th 
September. 
 
Blackcap (Pb) 
Spring/summer: first 2 on 21st March with only 3 males holding territory 
subsequently compared to the usual 4 to 6 territories in previous years.  
Autumn: 1-2 birds on 9 dates from 2nd August to 18th September.  
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Garden Warbler (Pb) 
Spring/summer: first 1 on 21st April, 8+ on 30th April with 6-7 males holding 
territories subsequently.  Autumn: 1 on 7th August.  
 
Whitethroat (Pb) 
Spring: first on 19th April, 1 on 21st April with only 1 male holding territory 
subsequently compared to 3-4 males last year.  Autumn: singles on 7th & 29th 
August. 
 
YELLOW-BROWED WARBLER 
FIRST SITE RECORD of this uncommon autumn migrant.  Late winter: 1 
heard well on 23rd November and subsequently seen briefly amongst a 
mixed flock of tits (mainly Long-tailed) and crests on 29th November. 
 
Chiffchaff (Pb) 
Early winter: 1-2 birds on 6 dates from 2nd January to 3rd February. 
Spring/summer: first 3 on 28th February with 6-7 males holding territory 
subsequently.  Late winter: 1 on 20th December. 
  
Willow Warbler 
It is astonishing that this once common autumn migrant was only seen once 
this year. Autumn: 1 on 18th September. 
 
Willowchiffs (Willow Warblers and/or Chiffchaffs) 
Autumn:  extremely poor autumn passage involving 1-4 birds from 30th July 
to 10th October with only 1 confirmed record of a Willow Warbler - see above.   
 
Goldcrest (Ps) 
Early winter: singles on 5th, 6th and 11th January. Spring: singles on 2nd and 
14th March.  Autumn: singles on 20th and 22nd September and 31st October. 
Late winter: 2 on 29th November and singles on 8th and 12th December.  
 
FIRECREST 
Late winter: 1 amongst a mixed flock of tits (mainly Long-tailed) on 29th 
November. The SECOND RECORD for the site, the first being in January 
2021. 
 
Spotted Flycatcher 
Another poor autumn by recent standards. Autumn: singles on 28th August 
and 10th September and 2 on 14th and 20th September. 
 
COAL TIT 
Although these are only the 7th-9th records for the site, this species has now 
occurred in 5 of the last 6 years.  Autumn: 1 on 7th August, 1+ on 1st 
September and 1 on 20th September.  
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Nuthatch (Pb) 
Singles on 8 dates from 21st March to 7th October with 2 on 11th July. 
 
Treecreeper (Pb) 
Early winter: 2 on 2nd January with singles on 3rd and 5th January and 12th 
February.  Spring: singles on 2nd and 26th March and 3rd May. Late winter: 1 
on 29th November.  
 
Jay 
Early winter: singles on 21st January and 16th February were the only records 
this year.  
 
Raven (Ps) 
Early winter: singles on 15th and 31st January and 8th February.  Spring: a 
pair was present regularly from early March to early May. Nesting was 
attempted on nearby pylons, but unlike last year was seemingly unsuccessful. 
Autumn/late winter: singles on 4th, 6th and 29th August, 24th September and 
29th November.  
 
Starling 
This species remains a sporadic visitor.  Early winter: 1 on 31st January.  
Spring: 5 on 9th May.  Autumn: 6 on 6th August and a small flock on 7th 
August. Late winter: 8 on 20th December.  
 
House Sparrow 
Although a common inhabitant of nearby Sturminster Marshall village, this 
species mainly a visitor from late spring to early autumn. This year there were 
only 3 records.  Spring: very small numbers on 3rd, 9th and 13th May. 
 
Greenfinch (Ps) 
Early winter: 2 on 31st January.  Spring/summer: 1 on 5th May. Autumn: 
singles on 15th and 16th July and a mixed flock of 25+ finches with Linnets on 
22nd July and 2nd, 4th and 7th August.  Late winter: 2 on 29th November. 
 
Goldfinch (Pb) 
Autumn/late winter: flocks of c100+ on 4th October and c50+ on 11th 
November were exceptional and isolated occurrences. 
 
SISKIN 
Spring: a male on 17th March. 
 
Linnet (C) 
The presence of immature birds in the early autumn suggests that breeding 
took place for the 2nd year in succession.  Spring: a male on 15th April and a 
pair on 21st April.  Autumn: 2 immatures on 13th July, small numbers 
including immatures in a fixed flock of 25+ Greenfinches on 22nd July and 
2nd, 4th and 7th August and 1 on 28th August.  
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Reed Bunting 
Spring: a pair flying overhead on 21st April was the only record.   
 
Other birds recorded during the year:  
Pheasant, Buzzard, Stock Dove, Wood Pigeon, Green Woodpecker, Great 
Spotted Woodpecker, Wren, Dunnock, Robin, Blackbird, Song Thrush, Long-
tailed Tit, Blue Tit, Great Tit, Magpie, Jackdaw, Rook, Carrion Crow, 
Chaffinch, Bullfinch. 
 
TOTAL SPECIES FOR YEAR: 96 
(97 in 2021, 90 in 2020 98 in 2019, 104 in 2018, 95 in 2017, 95 in 2016, 90 in 
2015, 93 in 2014, 96 in 2013, 94 in 2012, 95 in 2011 & 96 in 2010) 
 

 
 

ABUNDANCE & STATUS FOR ALL BREEDING SPECIES 
 

 
Egyptian Geese with chicks 
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C = confirmed, Pb = probable, Ps = possible 

 
SPECIES Number 

of pairs 
*Breeding 

status 
Comments 

Mute Swan 2 Ps Also see text 

Greylag Goose Unknown Ps Also see text 

Canada Goose 1+ C Also see text 

Egyptian Goose 1 C Also see text 

Mallard 1+ Ps Also see text 

Tufted Duck 1 Ps Also see text 

Pheasant Unknown Pb  

Great Crested Grebe 2 1 - C Also see text 

Sparrowhawk 1 Pb Also see text 

Buzzard 1+ Pb  

Peregrine 1 Ps Also see text 

Moorhen Unknown C Also see text 

Coot 10+ C Also see text 

Stock Dove 2+ Pb  

Wood Pigeon Unknown Pb Also see text 

Collared Dove 1 Pb Also see text 

Cuckoo 1 Pb Also see text 

Barn Owl 1 Ps Also see text 

Tawny Owl 2+ Pb Also see text 

Green Woodpecker 1 Pb  
Great Spotted Woodpecker 2 Pb  

Wren 5 Pb  

Dunnock 5 Pb  

Robin 8 C  

Blackbird 6 C  

Song Thrush 2 C  

Mistle Thrush 1 Pb Also see text 

Cetti's Warbler 1 F Also see text 

Blackcap 3 Pb Also see text 

Garden Warbler 6-7 Pb Also see text 

Whitethroat 1 Pb Also see text 

Chiffchaff 6-7 Pb Also see text 

Goldcrest 1 Ps Also see text 

Long-tailed Tit 3 C  

Blue Tit 4 C  

Great Tit 3 Pb  
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BREEDING BIRDS continued 
 

SPECIES Number 
of pairs 

*Breeding 
status 

Comments 

Nuthatch 1 Pb Also see text 

Treecreeper 1 Pb Also see text 

Magpie Unknown Pb  

Jackdaw Unknown Ps  

Rook  5-10 nests C  

Carrion Crow Unknown Pb  

Raven 1 C Also see text 

Chaffinch 2 Pb  

Greenfinch 1 Ps Also see text 

Goldfinch 2 Pb  

Linnet 1 C Also see text 

Bullfinch 2 C  

    
Breeding status:  
C = confirmed (occupied nest and/or fledged young)  
P = probable (pair present in suitable breeding habitat and/or male holding 
territory 
Ps = possible  
 


