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Introduction 

 

This report attempts to bring together as much information as possible relating to the bird species 

recorded at the Hatch Pond LNR in Poole, Dorset. By analyzing annual Bird Reports, the County 

Records database and personal data supplied by individual birdwatchers a definitive, chronological 

list of all species recorded between 1981 and 31 December 2022 is presented. 

In addition, a Systematic List is included describing the current and historic status of each species, 

and notes on changes in population or distribution. Furthermore, the report goes on to present a 

summary of the original available data for each species, in systematic order listed annually under 

each heading, to give the reader as much information as possible about the Birds of Hatch Pond. 

There is also a short section describing the history of the Local Nature Reserve which includes 

notes on surrounding developments, to set the bird records in context; a note on the sources used; 

and a full list of contributors. 

 

The ‘Birding History’ of Hatch Pond falls neatly into three periods. Historic records define the first 

period from 1981 to 1993 for which no source data is currently available. The notes in this report 

for this period refer to the PROVISIONAL LIST OF BIRDS RECORDED IN THE HATCH POND 

AREA OF POOLE published by the Borough of Poole Parks and Open Spaces Service in 1994 

together with records published in the Dorset Bird Reports (1982 to 1991), and supplemented in this 

edition with records from the eBird database. 

The second period, 1993 to 2013, captures Hatch Pond’s identity as one of the premier birdwatching 

sites in Poole and is defined by diligent records made by a network of individuals, and records of 

some rare and unusual birds. During these twenty years the Pond grew a reputation as a great place 

locally to see wildfowl and rare ducks, and wading birds like Bitterns and migrant warblers in spring 

and summer. 

Since 2013, the number of birders visiting the Pond has declined and this recent period is 

consequently defined by fewer available records of less birds. Populations have shifted as the 

landscape has changed. There are still a similar number of bird species recorded each year but they 

are a different selection from those using the pond 15 years ago. 

As might be expected, of the 144 species on The List, there is a core of 32 species that have 

recorded every year over the past 30 years, but within that populations and behaviours have 

changed. It is wildfowl numbers that have declined most, representing national trends perhaps but 

also affected by local change in water levels and the extent of vegetation and changes in water 

quality in the Pond. Foremost among these is the disappearance of Pochard which is unlikely to be 

an annual visitor much longer. 

At the opposite end of the scale, The List includes three species that have no modern records: Little 

Ringed Plover, Red-crested Pochard and Lesser Scaup have not been recorded since before 1993. 

Perhaps the latter is due for a return one day soon? 
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There are also several species that have each only been recorded once, mostly by single observers 

being in the right place at the right time. That is always the way when watching a local patch, 

especially in an urban area. 

 

Hatch Pond is identifiable as an ‘edge-land’ - common ground for wildlife, anglers, dog-walkers, 

naturalists and residents to enjoy respectfully; a complex pocket of wild space and peace in an 

otherwise busy urban landscape. With care and considered intervention, and continued attention to 

the birds and animals using the site, perhaps the next period of its evolution will come to be regarded 

as a positive period of hope and better understanding. 

And of course, the Site List is now within reach of 150 species. What will be next? 

Given local re-introductions and the presence of both species in nearby Poole Harbour, White-tailed 

Eagle and Osprey must be among the favourites to be picked up flying over by a lucky observer one 

day? Another grebe or diver species perhaps? Following national trends, it seems likely that Herons 

and Egrets could be contenders, and best of all would be to see the return of Bitterns after a ten-year 

hiatus. Similarly, increased awareness of the identification of Caspian Gull must make this a 

candidate one cold winter’s morning, and the Pond feels as if it would be a likely place to turn up 

perhaps a Bonaparte’s Gull? Yellow-browed and Aquatic Warbler must also be in there too amongst 

the reeds and scrub. And as every birder hopes, there will one day be a national rarity for the 

twitchers to enjoy. 

In the meantime, many people continue to enjoy the presence of this isolated wild space in the BCP 

conurbation, watching the daily shifts in weather, light and wildlife for its own sake, as mindful 

relaxation and a valuable connection to the simplicity of the natural world in the bustle around us. 

 

Martin Smith – February 2024 
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The history and development of Hatch Pond 

 

The body of water known today as ‘Hatch Pond’ was first established in 1843, when sluices were 

set up across nearby courses to provide water for the Waterloo Iron Foundry at Longfleet, in the 

area now occupied by Lidl and Selco. It is thought that the pond’s name comes from these sluices 

(or ‘hatches’) although at least until the early 20th century it is referred to as Waterloo Reservoir. 

This water is reported to have overflowed in the 1870s, prompting the foundry to move to premises 

further into Poole. In 1894, the former foundry and the pond was acquired by the Council and 

became the site of Poole Waterworks Company - water being pumped from here to serve the 

village of Broadstone. This scheme was abandoned in 1906 after complaints about water quality. 

In 1937, the surrounding land was acquired by Marley Tile Company who began extracting sand 

from the surrounding area to make concrete tiles, establishing a series of gravel pits. By 1960 

there are reports of the ‘hatch’ getting clogged with vegetation and silt again, so measures were 

taken by Poole Town Council to reduce the water levels by diverting flow. Having established a 

depot themselves on the site, the Council appropriated the pond and surrounding land as a public 

park, and the next twenty years are marked with different uses and changing fortunes. Applications 

for use of the pond during this period included fishing, parking, waste dumping, floating bridge 

‘training’, wildfowling (including the introduction of mallard), model boating and wind-surfing. 

Between 1980 and 1984 the pond was re-designed, dredged and landscaped as a balancing pond 

for surface water drainage from housing developments at Canford Heath and Haymoor Bottom, 

and extended to the north to provide a silt trap. 

Housing developments continued to develop all around the pond: Sandyhurst Close was built to 

the east of Plantation Road in 1988, immediately followed by Holnest Road at the north end of 

Stinsford Road. The former effectively cut off the pond from Plantation Wood, while the latter 

reduced the Wood to the four acres it covers today. This was an area particularly favoured by 

reptiles, and in 1988 the British Herpetology Society was unsuccessful in its campaign to protect 

the site. For both these developments, and subsequent others (such as the building of Royster 

Close behind Holly Hedge Lane in 1995) significant groundwork was carried out to manage water 

flow introducing culverts and headwalls around the pond. By the end of the century, almost all the 

remaining ‘waste’ land east of Stinsford Road was developed into the Nuffield Industrial Estate, 

bringing to end the breeding status of Sand Martin, Skylark and Stonechat in this area. 

Twenty years later, the houses of Pond View Close were built on land acquired behind Royster 

Close, requiring the removal of several mature oaks, and most recently individual ‘infill’ projects 

have seen houses further encroaching on the woodland around the pond, along Plantation and 

Waterloo Road. Pressure on the pond environment is not new, but the designation of Local Nature 

Reserve status in May 2000 has given the site some protection and established more or less the 

geography and boundaries we recognise today. 
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There are a number of significant events in the wildlife history of the Pond that are worth revisiting 

here. Little Grebe and Mute Swan were recorded breeding in 1979, when the water was surveyed 

and recorded as 7.5m deep. In 1994, when the first Management Plan was drawn up, the pond 

was found to be less than half this depth at under 3 metres, due to a build up of silt from Canford 

Heath. In 1980, following a successful application by a District Angling Club manage fishing rights, 

50 young Carp were transferred from Poole Park to Hatch Pond, and at the same time the pond 

was also stocked with 20,000 roach. Fishing at the pond today is managed by Wimborne & District 

Angling Club, who currently offer nine swims, and large specimen carp weighing up to 30 pounds 

are regularly landed. 

The first reports of the exceptional population of Common Toad in Hatch Pond was documented in 

1991, when it was estimated that as many as 20,000 toadlets migrated through the site, particularly 

from the north west. The following year a hedge and ditch amphibian barrier was constructed, road 

sign crossings were introduced, a ‘toad tunnel’ was installed and local people joined in ”toad 

patrols” at key times of year to manage the movement. In 1993 the population of Common Toad 

was estimated at 2000 adults. More recently, neighbours still report toadlets in their gardens, but in 

nothing like these exceptional numbers. 

1993 also saw the pond make local and regional news with the arrival of at least two giant 

American Bullfrogs, which had to removed with the aid of nets, boats and press photographs. 

Hatch Pond made the national news again in 1996 when “Trotter the Otter” made his famous 

journey here from Poole Harbour. Sadly, there are no other records of otter since… 

Nationally rare birds Lesser Scaup and Little Egret were both recorded for the first time in 1992; 

the first Bitterns arrived in the reedbeds in 1997; a juvenile Purple Heron was recorded in 1999; 

and the first pair of Cetti’s Warbler nested in 2003. The rest of the site’s ‘bird news’ is detailed in 

the following pages of this report. 

 

 

An Annual Report detailing the birds (and other wildlife) recorded at Hatch Pond during 2023 – 

including details of any significant developments at the site - will be available in spring 2024. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: Hatch Pond Timeline [Poole Leisure Services]  
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The Hatch Pond List 

 

The Provisional List of Birds recorded in the Hatch Pond area of Poole (Poole Borough Council, 

1994) lists 73 species in the period 1981-1993 

 

Analysis and cross-reference of these reports and subsequent study of field data covering 1994 - 

2013 (including the eBird app database] suggests that a further 64 species should be added. 

This brings the list of bird species recorded at Hatch Pond to 137 species for the period ended 

31 December 2013. 

Among these, it should be noted that the initial Marsh Warbler record from 1995/96 was not 

accepted, but the species was added to the list in 2009.  

 

In the period between 1 January 2014 and 31 December 2022, a further seven species were 

added to the Hatch Pond list, including Black Redstart (despite a missing historical record) and the 

most recent Greenshank in December 2022. 

 

The complete Site List of 144 species is presented below. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Disclaimer 

As far as possible, the records presented here are considered as accurate and definitive but errors 

or omissions may still be present when they include personal anecdotes. 

It should be noted that the inclusion of a bird species on the List does not necessarily indicate that 

the records have been accepted by Dorset Bird Club or any other official body. 

 

The Site List presented below has been revised for this second edition to include an Appendix 

which describes unsubstantiated or unproven historical records that have not subsequently been 

verified. Revision of these notes has led to a few changes in the Site List as presented in the first 

edition, and I am grateful to all contributors who have helped with the resulting integrity and 

authority of this document. 
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Chronological list of bird species recorded at Hatch Pond 

 

Part 1: Species recorded to 31 December 1993 (73 species) 

Source: Provisional List of Birds Recorded in the Hatch Pond Area of Poole [Borough of Poole, Parks & 

Open Spaces Service, 1994] and the eBird app database verified by personal anecdotes. 

 

Great Crested Grebe Little Owl 

Cormorant Kingfisher 

Little Egret Green Woodpecker 

Grey Heron Great Spotted Woodpecker 

Mute Swan Kestrel 

Bewick’s Swan Sand Martin 

Pink-footed Goose Swallow 

Canada Goose House Martin 

Shelduck Meadow Pipit 

Wigeon Grey Wagtail 

Teal Pied Wagtail 

Mallard Wren 

Shoveler Dunnock 

Pochard Robin 

Red-crested Pochard Stonechat 

Tufted Duck Blackbird 

Lesser Scaup Fieldfare 

Ruddy Duck Song Thrush 

Sparrowhawk Redwing 

Moorhen Mistle Thrush 

Coot Chiffchaff 

Lapwing Goldcrest 

Little Ringed Plover Long-tailed Tit 

Snipe Coal Tit 

Curlew Blue Tit 

Redshank Great Tit 

Green Sandpiper Jay 

Mediterranean Gull Magpie 

Common Gull Carrion Crow 

Black-headed Gull Starling 

Lesser Black-backed Gull Chaffinch 

Herring Gull Greenfinch 
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Great Black-backed Gull Goldfinch 

Woodpigeon Siskin 

Common Tern Linnet 

Collared Dove Bullfinch 

Reed Bunting 

 

 

 

Part 2: Species added between 1 January 1994 and 31 December 2022 

Including date of first record 

 

[74] Feral Pigeon 22 January 1994 

[75] Raven 1 February 1994 

[76] Stock Dove 9 April 1994 

[77] Willow Warbler 16 April 1994 

[78] Whitethroat April 1994 

[79] Reed Warbler May 1994 

[80] Swift May 1994 

[81] House Sparrow 18 June 1994 

[82] Garden Warbler 15 July 1994  

[83] Black-tailed Godwit 3 September 1994 

[84] Sedge Warbler 3 September 1994 

[85] Tree Pipit 3 September 1994 

[86] Whinchat 10 October 1994 

[87] Dartford Warbler 10 October 1994 

[88] Black-throated Diver 21 January 1995 

[89] Blackcap April 1995 

[90] Common Sandpiper 3 May 1995 

[91] Lesser Whitethroat 6 May 1995 

[92] Cuckoo 21 May 1995 

[93] Rook 22 October 1995 

[94] Water Rail 22 October 1995 

[95] Little Grebe 7 November 1995 

[96] Redpoll 2 December 1995 

[97] Whimbrel 6 May 1996 

[98] Wheatear 12 May 1996 

[99] Peregrine 15 July 1996 

[100] Yellow Wagtail 25 August 1996 
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[102] Mandarin 8 September 1996 

[103] Gadwall 10 November 1996 

[104] Jackdaw 7 December 1996 

[105] Oystercatcher 14 December 1996 

[106] Jack Snipe No date 1996 

[107] Nuthatch No date 1996 

[108] Goosander 4 January 1997 

[109] Smew 11 January 1997 

[110] Avocet 11 January 1997 

[111] Skylark 24 May 1997 

[112] Buzzard 2 August 1997 

[113] Bittern 5 December 1997 

[114] Hobby 14 May 1999 

[115] Purple Heron 28 August 1999 

[116] Iceland Gull 20 January 2000 

[117] Spotted Flycatcher 9 May 2000 

[118] Scaup January 2002 

[119] Treecreeper 16 March 2002 

[120] Pintail 11 January 2003 

[121] Cetti’s Warbler November 2003 

[122] Wood Warbler 15 April 2004 

[123] Woodcock 14 October 2004 

[124] Pheasant 12 December 2004 

[125] Greylag Goose 20 March 2005 

[126] Firecrest 26 November 2005 

[127] Brambling 29 November 2005 

[128] Yellow-legged Gull 21 December 2007 

[129] Marsh Warbler 25 May 2009 

[130] Egyptian Goose 8 November 2009 

[131] Bearded Tit 12 October 2010 

[132] Redstart 18 August 2010 

[133] Waxwing 9 February 2011 

[134] Garganey 24 April 2011 

[135] Merlin 27 November 2011 

[136] Hen Harrier 14 March 2013 

[137] Little Gull 20 October 2013 

[138] Black Redstart* 17 November 2014 

[139] Bar-tailed Godwit 27 September 2015 
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[140] Great White Egret 24 November 2016 

[141] Red Kite 29 October 2017 

[142] Red-breasted Merganser 3 February 2019 

[143] Tawny Owl 27 October 2022 

[144] Greenshank 18 December 2022 

  

Additional species, thought to have escaped from collections or otherwise of feral origin 

Including date of first record 

 

Yellow-billed Teal 26 January 1997 

Black Swan 11 October 1997 

Fulvous Whistling Duck 3 October 1998 

Muscovy Duck 4 February 2018 

 

 

 

Appendix 

Species reported as being present, but records of which are either undocumented, not 

submitted or cannot otherwise be validated. 

NB: Unsubstantiated records for species that have otherwise been seen again and subsequently 

verified (such as Marsh Warbler) are referred to under notes for that particular species in the 

Systematic List below. 

 

SPOTTED CRAKE 

Two records, thought to be of this species, from October 1996 and October 2000. 

On both occasions, identity was not confirmed and classified only as “Crake species”. 

RING-BILLED GULL 

A bird was reported in 1993, but there are no further details. A second record of one being present 

in the morning of January 8 in 2013 was not submitted and cannot therefore be verified. 

GOSHAWK 

A single bird was reported overhead in 2002, but there are no further details. Given the status of 

this species locally at the time (very rare), the record cannot be accepted without further 

verification.  

RICHARD’S PIPIT 

A single bird was reported flying west at 2.50pm on 3 January (and apparently called 

several times) but the record was not submitted and cannot therefore be verified.  
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SYSTEMATIC LIST 

Species summaries 1981 - 2022 

 

This section presents a full list of all the bird species recorded at Hatch Pond, in systematic order, 

between 1981 and 31 December 2022. Each species name is followed by a statement describing 

its status, and a summary of the population and records. 

Details of each species records year-by-year are presented in the next section 

 

COMMON PHEASANT 

Very rare visitor 

Only three records: one in November 2004, a pair in September 2007 and one in November 2020 

 

CANADA GOOSE 

Occasional visitor 

One or two records annually until 2012, usually between January – March and August – 

December. Most records refer to birds flying over in small groups. Maximum 32 in August 2011 

and 17 in August 2012. Rare since then, being recorded only in 2019, despite an increasing local 

population. 

 

GREYLAG GOOSE 

Rare visitor 

First recorded in 2005, and only a few times since. Most records refer to birds flying  

over at any time of year. Exceptional records include eight birds on the pond in April 2013, and 

seven in April 2017 

 

PINK-FOOTED GOOSE 

Very rare visitor 

A single bird was present on one date in November 1993. 

A record of a single grey goose sp. in October 2016 was accepted as either Pink-footed or Tundra 

Bean Goose. 

 

MUTE SWAN 

Resident 

A pair has bred annually at the Pond since 1998, with varying success and occasionally hatching 

up to eight young. There are one or two years when breeding is not proven. Unfortunately, most 

cygnets do not survive to the first winter. Apart from occasional records of other birds flying over, 

no more than two adults are usually present, and they can be seen at any time of the year. 
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BEWICK’S SWAN 

Very rare visitor 

Only one record: four birds flew over on 30 October 1993 

 

EGYPTIAN GOOSE 

Rare visitor 

Single birds were seen flying over in November 2009 and October 2010; and two birds were seen 

together at the Pond in January 2013. 

 

SHELDUCK 

Annual visitor; now occasional 

Recorded in small numbers most years since 1993. A pair was present throughout the spring into 

June in suitable habitat from 2008 to 2014 and breeding was suspected but never confirmed. 

There have been no records since 2015. 

 

MANDARIN 

Rare visitor 

One or two annually from 1996 – 2004 including a female that stayed for long periods. A single 

male bird in December 2010 is the only record since. 

 

GARGANEY 

Very rare visitor 

Only two records: Single male birds in April 2011 and May 2013 

 

SHOVELER 

Winter visitor; declining 

Up to 15 birds were present most years January – March and September – December until 2010, 

when numbers declined to between five and occasionally ten birds. Recently more than three 

together is rare. 

 

GADWALL 

Winter visitor and former breeding species; declining 

First recorded in 1996, and in most winters until 2010 when numbers would reach over 100 birds 

making this a locally important site for the species. A pair bred between 2001 – 2004 and again in 

2011 but not since. Wintering numbers have declined to single figures in the last ten years. 
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WIGEON 

Occasional winter visitor 

Small numbers of up to ten birds once recorded most winters, usually between January and 

February. Very scarce in the last ten years with only four records. 

 

MALLARD 

Resident 

Around 20 birds will be present throughout the year, but breeding success varies and is difficult to 

ascertain as most ducklings are predated. Females tend to be hidden in April and May so counts 

are lower. Counts peak in July and August (when young birds and moulting males swell the 

population), now reaching 50 – 60 birds. This number varies a little each year but the population is 

fairly stable. 

 

PINTAIL 

Very rare visitor 

Only one record: one bird present on 11 January 2003 

 

TEAL 

Winter visitor; declining 

Historically, numbers varied from 10 to 50 birds between January – April and September – 

November until 2010. Numbers rose to over 100 between 2011 – 2013 but since then numbers 

have declined significantly. In more recent years, occasional records are limited to a couple of 

birds in January and December. 

 

RED-CRESTED POCHARD 

Very rare visitor 

Only one record: an adult male was present on 28 December 1990 

 

POCHARD 

Winter visitor in small numbers; declining 

Numbers have fallen since 1993 from 20 or more birds most winters to just one or two birds in 

recent years. This reflects the significantly decreasing European population during this period. Still 

recorded annually but in most recent years there are just one or two records of single birds, usually 

in January 
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TUFTED DUCK 

Winter and seasonal visitor, has bred; declining 

Like most wildfowl at Hatch Pond, numbers present in winter between 1993 and 2013 

subsequently fell significantly, but this species has begun to increase again in recent years. Counts 

now range from a non-breeding pair in midsummer to over 40 birds in winter. One pair bred 

successfully in 2017 and 2019. 

 

SCAUP 

Very rare visitor 

One bird was present during the very cold winter of 2002 into 2003, but there has only been one 

other record since: a single bird was present from 23 January to 1 February 2014. 

 

LESSER SCAUP 

Vagrant 

One bird was present from 28 November to 5 December 1993. This is considered to be Hatch 

Pond’s “most famous” bird as there were less than five other confirmed UK records at the time. 

 

SMEW 

Very rare visitor 

A single bird was present on 11 January 1997, and an escaped male from a collection paid a visit 

in February 2012 

 

GOOSANDER 

Rare winter visitor 

Of the six records, almost all describe single birds seen in January, except for two birds being 

present from November to December in 2010. There have been no records since 2012. 

 

RED-BREASTED MERGANSER 

Very rare visitor 

One was reported presented via BirdGuides on one date in February 2019. 

 

RUDDY DUCK 

Historically rare winter visitor. 

Single birds (and never more than three) were present in 1991 and 1997. Control measures in the 

UK since the late 1990s resulted in a 95% reduction in the Ruddy Duck population by 2010, when 

there were thought to be less than 100 birds left in the country. Single birds were present in 2004 

and 2005, but there have been no records since. 
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SWIFT 

Occasional summer visitor. 

One or two birds (maximum twelve together) are recorded overhead on a couple of dates most 

years between May and August, mostly in June and July (suggesting birds are reasonably local) 

but these have declined since 2014. Some years recently there have been no sightings at all, 

indicative of the species vulnerable status nationally, but their brief visits may not coincide with 

those of observers. 

 

CUCKOO 

Rare summer visitor 

Three historic records of birds calling locally, and all in May: 1995, 1996, and 1999. One was heard 

in May 2013 after an absence of 14 years and then one was seen in the sanctuary six weeks later. 

There have been no records since. 

 

FERAL PIGEON 

Local resident 

Records of racing pigeons and feral pigeons around and over the Pond have steadily increased in 

frequency since 2003, and by 2013 larger groups were being recorded more often. In recent years, 

white doves in particular have come to live in Holnest Road and Plantation Road and can be seen 

at any time, anywhere around the pond and surrounding streets. 

 

STOCK DOVE 

Rare visitor 

Apart from an exceptional sighting of 150 birds flying over in November 1995, there have been 

surprisingly few records of this species. Usually only one or two were confirmed each year, and 

none at all were recorded between 2004 – 2013. Since 2013 there have been no records. Birds 

passing overhead may be overlooked, but there is little suitable habitat locally for this sensitive 

species, especially given the removal of mature trees for housing behind the Sanctuary area. 

 

WOODPIGEON 

Common resident 

Historically under-recorded. Numbers increase to over 150 birds at roosts in winter. As the 

woodland around the Pond is under-watched, there is a strong possibility that many local birds are 

overlooked and records are rarely detailed. The local population of this species has increased in 

recent years, and an estimated 10-15 pairs now breed around the Pond.  
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COLLARED DOVE 

Resident 

There has been little change in the population and recording of this species since 1993. One or two 

pairs breed locally most years and the birds can be seen at any time. In more recent years, activity 

suggests there is a pair at each end of the Pond – Sandyhurst Close and Hatch Pond Road, and 

possibly a third on the Nuffield Industrial estate opposite. 

 

WATER RAIL 

Resident 

First recorded at the Pond in October 1995, and ten years later up to five birds could be heard 

squealing from the reedbeds between January-March and October-December. The population has 

remained stable since, although the secretive nature of this species makes it hard to ascertain 

precise resident numbers. Counts increase in October and may include migrant birds. 

 

MOORHEN 

Resident 

The population appears to have been stable for around eight pairs from 1993 until numbers 

declined after 2003. The population now would appear to represent two or three pairs which meet 

with varying degrees of breeding success as young are often predated. Numbers increase in winter 

 

COOT 

Resident 

The population has increased slowly since 1993 and it is now estimated that four pairs breed at the 

Pond, with varying degrees of success as young are often predated. Numbers can increase to 25 

birds in winter. 

 

LITTLE GREBE 

Former breeding resident, now rare winter visitor 

First recorded in November 1995, and a pair bred successfully in 2003. After 2005, one or two 

birds (rarely three or four) were present between January-March (occasionally early April) and 

November-December (occasionally late October) for the next ten years. Records began to decline 

in 2014, and there have been no sightings since the last record in November 2017. 

 

GREAT CRESTED GREBE 

Resident 

Perhaps Hatch Pond’s most iconic species. There have been two pairs at the Pond since records 

began in 1993 (when Hatch Pond was one of the strongholds in Poole for these birds) but the 

degree of breeding success varies considerably and young birds are often predated. Historically, 
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birds here fledge early (as often as February) but rarely survive. Two or even three broods can be 

raised by a pair during the year. A maximum of seven adults was present in spring 2013, but no 

breeding success was recorded that year. Usually two pairs (four adults) are now present. 

 

OYSTERCATCHER 

Rare visitor 

Two records of single birds flying over in December 1996 and November 1997; and four single 

birds on different dates throughout 2013. There have been no records since, despite large 

numbers on nearby coastal habitat. 

 

AVOCET 

Very rare visitor 

Three turned up among a flock of 3,000 Black-headed Gulls when the pond was frozen over on 11 

January 1997. 

 

LAPWING 

Rare visitor 

There are records of single birds or small flocks from 1995, 1997, 1999 and 2006, 2010 and 2018. 

These coincide with particularly cold winter spells. An exceptionally large flock of 75 birds was 

seen overhead in December 1995 

 

LITTLE RINGED PLOVER 

Historical; very rare visitor 

Recorded in the area in the 1970s and 1980s when a number of ponds were present together with 

large areas of bare and disturbed ground. The last record is dated 26 – 29 May 1988. 

 

WHIMBREL 

Historical; very rare visitor 

Only one record: a single bird was seen on the waste ground opposite the pond on 6 May 1996. 

 

CURLEW 

Historical; rare visitor 

Three records, each of single birds from May 1995, January and February 1996 and May 1998. 

 

BLACK-TAILED GODWIT 

Occasional visitor 

Two historical records exist of small flocks flying over in September 1994. More recently, small 

flocks (of up to 28 birds) have been seen every couple of years since 2004. All refer to birds flying 
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over. The only record of a bird on the ground is one on ice during an exceptionally cold spell in 

January 2020. An exceptional record of 100 birds was seen flying round in November 2022. 

 

BAR-TAILED GODWIT 

Very rare visitor 

Only two records: one on 27 September 2015, and six together on 12 June 2016 

 

WOODCOCK 

Rare visitor 

Two records of single birds from 2004 and 2008, including an injured bird released at the Pond. 

One an exceptional day in January 2010, a visiting photographer saw three birds. 

 

JACK SNIPE 

Very rare visitor 

On the same day as photographing three Woodcock (9 January 2010) the same visitor saw only 

the third record of Jack Snipe at the Pond. Previously one was reported in 1996, but there are no 

further details. It is possible this secretive species is overlooked. 

 

SNIPE 

Winter visitor 

Usually present in small numbers from January-April and October-December, and usually from the 

north end of the pond where birds can be very difficult to see in the reed-fringed areas. Most 

counts are of birds flying out of roost in early evening. Since 2006, management work to cut 

channels in the main area of reeds has made the species easier to see on the ground. High counts 

refer to between 50 and 80 birds, rising to a maximum of 141 in January 2015. Since then, 

numbers have declined to around 20 birds. 

 

GREEN SANDPIPER 

Rare visitor 

First confirmed record is of a single bird in January 2007, but historical reports suggest birds were 

seen in 1993 without giving any further details. Annual since 2007, but there have been no records 

since 2013. 

 

COMMON SANDPIPER 

Rare visitor 

One or two birds have been recorded on passage almost annually since 1999, usually in either 

April - May or September. Maximum four in April 2011. 
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REDSHANK 

Rare visitor 

Only five records since November 1993. A species that could possibly be under-recorded as birds 

are seen passing through only on single days (usually February to April) and only once every few 

years, despite large numbers using nearby Holes Bay. 

 

GREENSHANK 

Very rare visitor 

Added to the Site List in December 2022 

 

BLACK-HEADED GULL 

Regular visitor 

Varying numbers can be seen at any time of the year, especially overhead in the early mornings or 

evening in winter as birds commute between roosts in Poole Harbour and inland feeding sites. 

During the spring and summer, small numbers use the pond to bathe. Maximum counts of birds on 

the water tend to be in colder weather when up to 400 can be present. Exceptional counts include 

over 3000 on ice in January 1997. 

 

LITTLE GULL 

Very rare visitor 

Just one record of a single bird in October 2013 

 

MEDITERRANEAN GULL 

Occasional visitor 

Almost all records prior to 2013 refer to single birds flying over, and usually only one or two records 

(if any) from each year. It is likely that the species has been overlooked, especially given the 

increasing numbers of pairs now breeding locally. 

 

COMMON GULL 

Regular visitor 

Small numbers (maximum 10 birds) recorded most years, usually between January – April and 

October – December, occasionally in August. Like most gulls, numbers at the site will increase in 

colder weather. Up to 50 occasionally present until 1999 . 
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GREAT BLACK-BACKED GULL 

Occasional visitor 

One or two present most years between January-April and October-December, occasionally in 

August. Maximum 5 in March 2009. May also be present in larger numbers amongst the gull flocks 

which regularly commute over the pond. 

 

ICELAND GULL 

Vagrant 

A first-winter bird was present briefly on 20 and 22 January 2000 [SR] 

 

HERRING GULL 

Regular visitor 

Present throughout the year in small numbers, most often seen flying over the pond or coming into 

bathe, particularly in winter months. Counts of up to 50 have been recorded since 1993 but have 

increased in recent years to over 200 birds of all ages. 

 

YELLOW-LEGGED GULL 

Rare visitor 

Up to five were reported present on one date in 1995, but there are subsequently no records for 

twelve years. Between 2007 and 2013, there are records of single birds annually but none since. 

Two adults were present in February 2011. It is possible that this species is overlooked among 

Herring Gulls flying over the pond. 

 

LESSER BLACK-BACKED GULL 

Occasional visitor 

Small numbers are recorded annually, usually between March-July and October-November. It is 

likely that this species is overlooked among larger gulls flying over pond. 

 

COMMON TERN 

Very rare visitor 

Only recorded on four occasions: two birds in July 1990; one in May and July 1995; and one in July 

1998. There have been no records since. 

 

BLACK-THROATED DIVER 

Vagrant 

One sub-adult (send calendar year) bird was present from 21 - 23 January 1995. The bird 

appeared slightly oiled on one flank but was otherwise in excellent condition. 
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CORMORANT 

Regular visitor 

Small numbers (up to ten; usually four or five) can be present throughout the year but are less 

likely between June and September. As well as being seen flying over, birds are often recorded 

spending time in the trees or on fishing platforms around the pond and have been seen to catch 

large eels. 

 

BITTERN 

Rare visitor 

First recorded in December 1997, when a single bird stayed through the winter until February 

1998. One or two birds were then seen well each winter 2003. After an absence of two years in 

2004 and 2005, the species began a seven-year celebrated presence in the reedbeds at the north 

end of the site. Up to three birds were seen well by many observers November -December and 

January - April every year, especially in the evenings, with numbers peaking at four birds (possibly 

five) in December 2012. 

Unfortunately, there have been no further records since two birds were seen flying off in January 

2013. A pollution incident that summer may be a factor in the species sudden disappearance, but 

recent management practise has been targeted towards their hopeful return. 

 

GREY HERON 

Regular visitor 

One or two birds (occasionally three) can be seen throughout the year, especially January-June 

and October-December. Though most likely to be seen in the shallow reed-fringed margins, Grey 

Herons also spend time in the taller pine trees in the Sanctuary area. 

 

PURPLE HERON 

Vagrant 

Only one record: a juvenile bird present from 27 August until 29 September 1999. 

 

GREAT WHITE EGRET 

Very rare visitor 

Only one record: one was present on 24 November 2016. 

 

LITTLE EGRET 

Occasional visitor 

Single birds have been recorded flying over on one or two occasions every year since 1993, 

between January-April and October-December. Very rarely (once or twice) birds have been seen 

perched in pine trees in the Sanctuary area. 
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SPARROWHAWK 

Occasional visitor 

There are records of single birds throughout most years since 1993, but no evidence that the 

species breeds here. Between 2000 and 2002 up to three birds were recorded around the 

Sanctuary area and birds were heard calling, but again breeding was not evidenced. 

 

HEN HARRIER 

Very rare visitor 

One ringtail dropped into the reed bed at dusk on 14 March 2013 

 

RED KITE 

Very rare visitor 

One in October 2017 and one in April 2018. 

 

BUZZARD 

Resident 

The first record of Buzzard at the site is from 1997 when three birds were seen circling overhead 

one day in August. Since then, breeding was first confirmed in the Sanctuary area in 2000 and 

evidenced for five years. Birds can be seen throughout the year, in trees at the Pond and 

overhead, but breeding has otherwise only been proven in 2013 when a young juvenile was 

present in The Sanctuary area in July. Conversation with residents of Sandyhurst Close in June 

2023 would suggest that a pair of Buzzards have nested in the same tree, visible from their first 

floor window, for the last three or four years. 

 

TAWNY OWL 

Overlooked resident or rare visitor? 

Residents of Royster Close report hearing Tawny Owls in the woodland behind the gardens for 

several years, but there are no submitted records. This is presumably because no-one attends the 

site at night? One was heard calling from the sanctuary woodland at 10pm in October 2022  

 

LITTLE OWL 

Historical; very rare visitor 

One was seen on 20 November 1993 being mobbed by local small birds. 

 

KINGFISHER 

Winter visitor 

Usually only single birds recorded, most years between January - March and October- December. 

Almost all records refer to birds present at the north end of the Pond, but occasionally birds can be 
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seen from the fishing platforms along Hatch Pond Road. The only records of more than one bird 

refer to two in January 2008, and (possibly) three in January 2009. 

 

GREEN WOODPECKER 

Occasional visitor / possible resident? 

Single birds were reported (seen or heard) once or twice every year until 2013, then apart from one 

in 2018 there have been no records since. Given the secretive nature of this species (despite its 

loud call), the spread of sightings throughout the year, and the fact that the Sanctuary area is rarely 

visited, it is possible that a pair has bred at the site undetected for some time. 

 

GREAT SPOTTED WOODPECKER 

Resident 

Present throughout the year in woodland to the south and west, but rarely recorded between July 

and September. Birds can be heard drumming well into May from the Sanctuary area at the south-

west and in Plantation Woodland. Between 2013 and 2022, this species was probably under-

recorded because the woodland areas were rarely visited. Neighbours with gardens adjacent to the 

pond report that woodpeckers regularly come to feeders and it is thought that at least one pair has 

nested in this area throughout the period. 

 

KESTREL 

Rare visitor 

There are less than twenty records of Kestrel here, and all refer to birds flying over, except one 

reported hovering over the pond in January 2001. The species has not been recorded since 2015. 

 

MERLIN 

Very rare visitor 

There is just a single record of this species, reported by a member of DBC in November 2011 

 

HOBBY 

Very rare visitor 

Only two records: single birds were seen flying overhead in May 1999, and September 2008. 

Given the species is regularly seen at Canford Heath nearby, it is possible that birds have been 

overlooked.  

 

PEREGRINE 

Very rare visitor 
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One historic record: a large female flew over the pond on 15 July 1996 and was seen to perch on a 

nearby pylon. The only other record, from February 2021, reflects the increasing urban population 

of the species and possibly refers to a bird nesting locally. 

 

JAY 

Resident 

Two or three pairs probably breed at the site: in Plantation Woodland, at the north end of the Pond 

and in the Sanctuary area. Numbers increase when young fledge in April and birds can be very 

active, especially in the evenings. 

 

MAGPIE 

Resident and winter visitor 

At least three pairs breed at the site and numbers have increased in recent years. Hatch Pond is a 

well-established roost site for this species and well over 100 birds are regularly counted in trees on 

winter evenings. Maximum counts include 160 in November 2011. 

 

JACKDAW 

Occasional visitor 

Single birds (or small groups of less than ten) may be seen flying overhead at any time of the year. 

The species is not recorded annually but may be overlooked. There is only one record of a 

Jackdaw seen on the ground (in 2013) and only two records of distant flocks (each of over 50 

birds) seen from the pond. 

 

ROOK 

Very rare visitor. 

There are only three records of this species at the Pond. Single birds were seen flying over in 

October 1995, January 1997, November 2006 and January 2013. Possibly overlooked but given 

the particular habits of Rooks and that Jackdaws are also seen only rarely, this suggests Hatch 

Pond is not on an established flightpath for corvids. 

 

CARRION CROW 

Resident 

Present in small numbers (between two and eight birds) throughout the year. At least one pair 

breeds in the woodland behind Holly Hatch Lane, usually fledging young at the end of March 

 

RAVEN 

Rare visitor; increasing 
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First recorded in 2002, birds were also seen occasionally overhead until 2011. Despite records 

from nearby Holes Bay and possible breeding at Canford Heath, there are no records for over ten 

years at Hatch Pond. 

 

WAXWING 

Very rare visitor 

A flock of up to 50 birds was present in various smaller groups around the pond (and nearby 

properties) in April 2011.  

 

COAL TIT 

Resident 

Present in small numbers throughout the year. Woodland areas have not been regularly visited 

hence the species is probably under-recorded. Regular garden visitor locally and singing birds can 

also be heard in The Sanctuary area and in Plantation Woodland. 

 

BLUE TIT 

Common resident 

Present in small numbers throughout the year. Woodland areas were not regularly visited hence 

the species is probably under-recorded. Regular garden visitor locally and singing birds can also 

be heard in The Sanctuary area and in Plantation Woodland. 

 

GREAT TIT 

Common resident 

Present in small numbers throughout the year. Woodland areas were not regularly visited hence 

the species is probably under-recorded. Regular garden visitor locally and singing birds can also 

be heard in The Sanctuary area and in Plantation Woodland. 

 

BEARDED TIT 

Rare visitor 

First recorded in January 2010, and a party of six birds was present in October the same year. 

Single birds (and occasionally small groups) were then present and seen well in 2011, 2012 and 

again in January-February 2015. One female was present in January 2021. 

 

SKYLARK 

Rare visitor; formerly historical resident 

One or two pairs bred annually from 1997 - 2001 on rough ground opposite and could be heard 

singing from the pond until the area was developed. Since then there has been only one record of 

six birds were seen flying over in October 2004, but similar incidents may have been overlooked 
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SAND MARTIN 

Occasional passage migrant; formerly historical resident 

Historically, up to seventy pairs nested in banks around a series of pools at the site. Since 1995, 

small numbers of birds were seen on migration, usually in March-April and August-September. In 

more recent times, Sand Martins have become increasingly rare at the Pond: there has been only 

one record since 2015. 

 

SWALLOW 

Summer visitor 

Small numbers seen occasionally over the Pond most often on migration in April and May, then 

later in September and October. Records are scarce since 2013, more likely reflecting fewer site 

visits than less birds 

 

HOUSE MARTIN 

Summer visitor, becoming rare 

Recorded annually in small numbers until 2012 (including an exceptional year in 2008) but since 

2014 the species has barely been recorded more than once a year, and only on passage in May or 

September. There were no records at all for five years between 2017 and 2021. 

 

CETTI’S WARBLER 

Winter visitor; former resident 

First recorded in 2003. The population went on to establish three or breeding four pairs, possibly 

five or six, until 2010 when numbers began to decline. Two pairs probably bred in 2012 and 2013, 

but thereafter breeding is unproven and birds have only rarely been heard singing after March. In 

more recent years, birds have also been heard singing in November and December. 

 

LONG-TAILED TIT 

Resident 

Present in small numbers throughout the year. Three or four pairs probably breed, and counts 

increase in winter as birds gather in flocks. 

 

WOOD WARBLER 

Very rare visitor 

Only one record: a singing bird was present on 15 April 2004 

 

WILLOW WARBLER 

Summer visitor 
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Small numbers can be heard singing around the site most years between April and September and 

up to three pairs usually bred until 2008. Since then, no breeding has been evidenced. Numbers 

can increase as migrant birds move through in September. 

 

CHIFFCHAFF 

Summer resident and winter visitor 

Birds can be heard singing around the site every year from early March into October. Numbers 

peak at the beginning and end of the season, and it is estimated that around five pairs currently 

breed. Occasionally one or two birds will overwinter, being recorded in January and December. A 

bird of the Siberian race (tristis) was present from December 2009 to January 2010. 

 

SEDGE WARBLER 

Passage migrant; formerly bred 

Up to three birds were present singing (usually from the north end of the Pond) almost annually 

between 1994 and 2000. A pair was thought to have probably bred in 1997 and 1998. Thereafter 

records have declined to only one or two each year (most often in late April, May and September) 

but there have been none since 2018. 

 

REED WARBLER 

Summer visitor 

Up to ten birds have been recorded singing in the reeds at the Pond between late April and 

September annually since 1994, and at its peak the breeding population was estimated at eight or 

nine pairs. Counts have declined since 2015 and now fix or six birds hold territory through the 

summer, although the secretive nature of this species and difficulty of access to the reedbed mean 

that breeding is difficult to confirm. 

 

MARSH WARBLER 

Vagrant 

One singing bird (thought to be of this species) held territory in the north-east reed bed over the 

summer of 1995 and was present again in 1996. This record was rejected by the Rarities panel in 

1997. A second bird was present in May 2009. 

 

BLACKCAP 

Spring migrant and occasional winter visitor; former resident 

Historically present from late-April and May to September, and up to four pairs bred. In more recent 

years, summer arrivals have become earlier and Blackcaps can now be heard from mid-March into 

June. Breeding has not been confirmed since 2014. One or two birds will occasionally be recorded 

in winter. 
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GARDEN WARBLER 

Rare visitor 

First recorded in July 1994 in a nearby garden subsequently cleared for redevelopment. Since 

then, singing birds have only been recorded on five occasions, the most recent being in 2004. 

 

LESSER WHITETHROAT 

Passage migrant 

First recorded in 1995; single birds being then present annually in May and August until 2003. One 

pair possibly bred in 1998 and 1999 when up to three birds were recorded in July. Absent until 

2008 and 2012, when single birds were again recorded in early May. There have been no records 

since. 

 

WHITETHROAT 

Passage migrant 

Usually recorded from late April. At least two pairs probably bred until 2000. Since then, breeding 

has not been proven, Migrant birds are occasionally recorded from April to May and occasionally 

into October 

 

DARTFORD WARBLER 

Rare visitor 

All records are from the scrub area at the north end of the pond and refer to young birds in October 

1994 and October 1995, then two in May 1996. Two birds were present from mid-February into 

March 2003, but since then there has only been one record, from September 2018. It is possible 

that occasional migrant birds have been overlooked as the scrub area they prefer is not visited 

regularly. 

 

FIRECREST 

Resident; overlooked? 

First recorded in 2005, when one bird was seen associating with a mixed tit flock. No subsequent 

record until 2014, after which single birds have been recorded nearby in line with the regional 

spread of this species. At least one pair now breeds and birds are regularly seen February - April 

coming to gardens behind the Sanctuary. Also probably two pairs in nearby Plantation Woodland. 

It is likely that this species has been overlooked in recent years as woodland areas are not 

regularly visited. 

 

GOLDCREST 

Resident 
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Present in small numbers throughout the year. Birds can be heard singing along Stinsford Road 

and Sandyhurst Close, as well as nearby in Plantation Woodland and at Darby’s Corner 

roundabout. Woodland areas are visited infrequently and there may be fewer records as a result. 

 

WREN 

Common resident 

Present throughout the year. Up to six pairs are thought to have bred regularly The detailed 

Species Notes are generalized because the population has never been surveyed and woodland 

areas have only been visited infrequently. 

 

NUTHATCH 

Resident 

There are only a handful of records until 2007, suggesting the species has been overlooked 

historically. Since then, at least one pair has nested at the southern end of the Sanctuary area and 

the species is a regular visitor to feeders in adjacent gardens. A pair also breeds in nearby 

Plantation Woodland. Especially vocal January to March but tends to be silent during the breeding 

season and there are less records as a result. The detailed Species Notes are generalised 

because the population has never been surveyed and woodland areas have only been visited 

infrequently. 

 

TREECREEPER 

Rare visitor; former resident 

First recorded in woodland at the south end of the Sanctuary in 2002, and then occasionally in 

2005 and 2006 when the species was thought to breed in this area. There have been no records 

since: the removal of mature trees for new residential development may have affected the 

population. 

 

STARLING 

Resident 

Birds can be seen on nearby housing and industrial estates at any time of year, occasionally 

visiting trees around the Pond. Larger numbers gather in winter, when small flocks can be seen 

going to roost locally. 

 

BLACKBIRD 

Common resident 

Present all round the Pond at any time of year; at least 10 pairs now breed locally and numbers 

increase in winter. The detailed Species Notes are generalised because the population has never 

been surveyed and woodland areas have only been visited infrequently. 
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FIELDFARE 

Occasional winter visitor 

There are one or two records most years until 2013, usually between December and February, 

including small migrating flocks overhead. Numbers increase in cold weather. There have only 

been three records since 2013. 

 

REDWING 

Regular winter visitor 

Small groups visit the Pond most winter periods, in larger numbers during cold weather and most 

often between October - December and January – March. 

 

SONG THRUSH 

Resident 

Present throughout the year, although not often recorded between July and October. One or two 

pairs (perhaps up to three) have probably bred, but in recent years records have become fewer. 

 

MISTLE THRUSH 

Occasional visitor 

One or two were recorded most years, although none between 1998 and 2003. Usually seen or 

heard between February – April and October – December, so probably did not breed although a 

pair was seen mating in 2007.  Records have become fewer since 2012 with single birds only 

being present in December 2015 and February 2020. 

 

SPOTTED FLYCATCHER 

Very rare visitor 

Only three records: one in May 2000, one in September 2004 and an unseasonal report of one in 

July 2019 

 

ROBIN 

Common resident 

Seen and heard throughout the year. Estimates until 2013 suggest up to six pairs breed, now 

considered to be 10-12 pairs. The detailed Species Notes are generalized because the population 

has never been surveyed and woodland areas have only been visited infrequently. 

 

BLACK REDSTART 

Very rare visitor 
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There are only two records of this species, and the first (from December 1992) is an unverified 

report from a third-party observer. In November 2014, during thick fog, two birds were present at 

the Council Depot opposite the Pond 

 

REDSTART 

Very rare visitor 

Only one record: two (possibly three) birds near Sandyhurst Close in August 2010. 

 

WHINCHAT 

Rare visitor 

Three historic records, all of single birds recorded in September or October, and none since 2001. 

The development of the Nuffield Industrial Estate on waste ground surrounding the pond may 

account for this species disappearance. More recently, single migrant birds were recorded in May 

2013 and April 2014. 

 

STONECHAT 

Occasional visitor; formerly resident 

One or two pairs bred successfully until 1998, thereafter records have significantly declined. The 

last records were of a single bird in October 2002, and a migrant in 2006. The development of the 

Nuffield Industrial Estate on waste ground surrounding the pond may account for this species 

disappearance. More recently, two birds were reported at the north end of the pond in March 2016. 

 

WHEATEAR 

Rare visitor 

There have only been four records of Northern Wheatear, and all refer to single birds on passage 

in April-May and October. Most birds are seen on the rooftops of nearby industrial units. There 

have been no records since April 2013. 

 

HOUSE SPARROW 

Resident 

Recorded in all months, up to 20 birds in small flocks, anywhere around the pond. Most often seen 

at north end of the site in houses around Sandyhurst Close, where several pairs breed.  

  

DUNNOCK 

Resident 

Recorded in small numbers throughout the year. Historically, singing birds in spring probably 

represented five or six territories but the Sanctuary area has never been surveyed. Recent records 



35 

 

suggest an increase in the population, indicated by the number of birds heard singing at local 

properties surrounding the Pond. At least ten pairs probably breed. 

 

YELLOW WAGTAIL 

Very rare visitor 

Only one record: One on 25 August 1996 

 

GREY WAGTAIL 

Occasional winter visitor 

One or two birds are recorded annually, usually flying over. Most records are between January-

March and September-December. In 2005 it was considered that a few birds roosted in the 

reedbeds at the north end of the pond. 

 

PIED WAGTAIL 

(UK & Ireland subspecies Moticilla alba yarelli ) 

Regular winter visitor; may breed nearby 

Small numbers (one or two) can be seen around the Pond at any time of year except midsummer, 

and birds probably breed locally. Large numbers were first noticed using the reedbed as an 

overnight roost in winter 2004, and from 2011 onwards counts of over 300 have occasionally been 

recorded. In more recent years, numbers have reduced to around 80 birds. 

[WHITE WAGTAIL] 

(European nominate subspecies Moticilla alba alba] 

Occasional migrant 

One or two birds are occasionally seen passing through (mostly in January – February and 

September – October) each year since the first bird of this race at the Pond was identified in 2004. 

 

MEADOW PIPIT 

Occasional visitor; historical resident 

At least one pair used to breed on waste ground opposite the Pond, and in winter small flocks of up 

to 15 birds could be seen in that area. From 2004, small numbers were recorded occasionally most 

years, usually in November-December, until 2011. There are no records since, suggesting migrant 

birds may have been overlooked. 

 
TREE PIPIT 

Very rare visitor 

Only one record: a single bird was present on 3 September 1994. 

 

CHAFFINCH 

Resident 
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Single birds and occasionally small flocks (less than ten birds) can be present January-April and 

October-December, but no survey has been undertaken to establish the size of the population and 

breeding on site has never been proven. More recently, singing birds have been heard in 

Plantation Woodland and in the Sanctuary from January until the end of April but they are not 

thought to breed at the Pond. 

 

BRAMBLING 

Rare visitor 

First recorded in November 2005 and since then there have been only four other records, usually 

in November and once in March. Not recorded since 2013. 

 

GREENFINCH 

Resident 

Historically recorded throughout the year and frequently heard singing, particularly around the 

north end of the site and numbers increased in winter when birds form small flocks. Numbers 

would appear to have declined due to infrequent recording in recent years, but probably a stable 

population of five or six pairs breed locally. 

  

GOLDFINCH 

Resident 

Recorded throughout the year and small flocks (of up to 40 birds) can be seen anywhere around 

the pond in winter. Frequently heard singing, and breeding was first proven locally in 2012. Since 

then one or two pairs have nested annually in the area, though probably not at the Pond itself.  

 

SISKIN 

Winter visitor 

Small numbers gather to feed in the alders and birches around the site most winters, usually 

January-March and October-November. There was a significant decline in reports after 2013, when 

no records were made until December 2022. 

 

LINNET 

Rare visitor 

Until 1998 flocks of birds could be seen on waste ground opposite the pond, but development of 

the Nuffield Industrial Estate there led to a significant decline. There are only three records over 

the next twenty-year period, but it is possible the species has been overlooked during infrequent 

visits. More recently, a small flock of up to six birds have occasionally been recorded in winter on 

or around the Stinsford Road meadow area. 
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REDPOLL 

Occasional visitor, possibly overlooked? 

Small flocks, usually less than five birds can be seen in winter feeding on birch catkins. Records 

are sporadic, often two or three years apart and there have been none since 2013. 

 

BULLFINCH 

Winter visitor; resident? 

Historically, one or two birds could be seen around the pond especially in winter months when 

flocks of up to six were occasionally recorded. Local residents report Bullfinches have been seen 

‘more often than usual’ in recent years, suggesting a pair may have bred for some time but have 

been overlooked in the woodland. 

 

REED BUNTING 

Resident 

Birds can be heard singing from the reed bed between January-April and October-December, but 

they can be difficult to see. Historically, larger numbers (up to eight) birds were recorded in 

January and February. One or two males still hold territory each year (usually in the reeds at the 

north end), but breeding is success is sporadic and has been difficult to prove.  

 

 

 

 

There follows, on page 39 onwards, a detailed summary of all available records of the above 

species, from which this Systematic List is summarized. 
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Map of Hatch Pond 

Showing points of reference mentioned in the text 
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SYSTEMATIC LIST 

Annual records 1981 - 2022 

 

This large chapter presents a detailed summary of the records and status of all the bird species 

recorded at Hatch Pond, in systematic order. Each species name is followed by a year-by-year 

account of all records, collated from Bird Reports and individual observers. 

 

COMMON PHEASANT 

2004 A male was seen on the meadow area by Stinsford Road on 12 November [NW] 

2007 A male was reported by local residents around 21 September and a female on 

another occasion (date not known). 

2020 One present [IB]. No further details. 

 

CANADA GOOSE 

1981 - 1992 Single birds or small flocks reported flying over in most years 

1993 Four flew over on 19 September 

1994 One present on 28 May 

1995 No records. 

1996 Two birds flew over on 23 March [NW], and five flew over south on 8 June [NW]. 

1997 Two flew in and stayed for 30 minutes on 22 February [NW] 

1998 No records 

1999 Two records of single birds on 14 March [ND] and 2 April [NW], then a flock of 15 on 

2 December [SR] 

2000 Party of seven unusually recorded on the water on 14 February [SR]. A flock of 20 

birds was seen flying over nearby Cabot Lane on 20 October [NW] 

2001 One record of a single bird on 28 March [NW] 

2002 Two records: nine flying over on 12 January and four on 19 January [NW]. 

2003 No records 

2004 Four birds flew over north on 18 December [NW] 

2005 Three flew south overhead on 22 January [NW]; four flew north overhead on 27 

November [NW] and seven flew over north on 29 November [NW] 

2006 Eight were seen flying over on 17 September and two on 28 September 

2007 Three birds seen flying over on 18 April and one on 27 April [NW]. A large flock of 

60 birds was seen flying north nearby on 31August [NW]. In addition, a relatively 

tame (Probably sick or injured and put on the pond by a member of the public) was 

present from 26 June to 24 August. 
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2008 Four were on the pond (but then seen to fly off) on 19 January [NW]; three (one on 

lake, three seen flying away) on 29 March [TE]; three circled the lake on 15 April 

[TE]. A single bird of one of the smaller races was present for around a week from 

the 20 August. This bird was very tame and may have been released on the site (an 

RSPCA van was seen around this time apparently). The bird may have been 

predated as following its disappearance some feathers, possibly from the bird were 

found nearby. 

2009 Three on 11 April and six on 9 October which flew in and remained for ten minutes 

before flying off again [NW]. 

2010 20 birds flew over on 9 January; two flew in over and landed briefly on 21 April, and 

3 flew over south on 6 June [NW]. Eight birds were seen flying north on 29 

September. 

2011 An exceptional year for this species. A flock of 32 was seen on the water early in the 

morning on 3 August. They were chased off, calling loudly, by a Mute Swan [NB]. A 

flock of 30 was then seen flying over on 29 September [NW]. It is possible these 

records could refer to the same birds. Two were then seen flying over on nearby on 

27 October [NW] 

2012 Two were present from 19 April to 4 May apparently prospecting for a nest site in 

the marshy area at the north end of the pond and attracting some attention from the 

Mute Swans [NW]. Seventeen were seen flying over on 9 August [TC] and three 

were on the pond on 29 August though were subsequently chased off by the Mute 

Swans. 

2013 No records. 

2014 No records. 

2015 No records. 

2016 No records. 

2017 No records. 

2018 No records. 

2019 Two on 24 November [NB] 

No records since. 

 

GREYLAG GOOSE 

2005 Three birds (presumed feral) were recorded flying over the site on 20 March [NW] 

2006 No records. 

2007 No records. 

2008 One was seen flying over the site on 21 April [KL per TE]; and two flew over on 10 

May [NW] 

2009 No records 
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2010 No records 

2011 seen flying off from the pond on 6 May [NW] 

2012 Five birds were seen together flying south on 19 April [NW] 

2013 Eight were seen together on the pond on 7 April and one was seen to fly in and land 

on 19 April [NW] 

2014 No records. 

2015 No records. 

2016 No records. 

2017 An unusual record of seven birds at the Pond on 21 April, one being attacked by an 

irate Coot [GW]; the same seven birds (presumably?) also present on 7 May [IB] 

2018 Two present on 8 February and again on 20 May [IB] 

2019 No records. 

2020 No records 

2021 No records 

2022 One bird was seen on the pond early evening on 15 September [MS] 

 

PINK-FOOTED GOOSE 

1993 A single bird seen briefly on 7 November 

Small grey-goose (Anser) sp 

2016  A single Pink-footed Goose or Tundra Bean Goose was seen flying over 

  on 6 October [SR] 

 

MUTE SWAN 

1981 - 1992 At least one pair resident throughout this period, but breeding is only confirmed from 

1989 and 1991. 

1993 Highest count during this period (excluding young) is of 3 adult birds on 23 October 

1994 Adult pair BTO rings identified – XZO and 0BP; a third adult (ringed PLF – UT036) 

was present on 25 June and 26 August. 

1995 A nest was found abandoned on 4 February, presumably from last summer. One 

pair failed to breed again this year, but a family of five birds (with 3 young) was seen 

to fly in on 18 November. 

1996 PLF – U2306 was presented all year, often alone. Seen to build two nests but was 

not paired. Four birds were seen to fly over on 4 April, and another pair on 15 

September. 

1997 A bird with BTO ring U7449 was present from January to March but then only seen 

occasionally thereafter. No breeding confirmed again this year. Two adults and one 

juvenile were seen flying north over the pond on 11 October, accompanied by a 

Black Swan. 
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1998 One pair successfully bred for the first time in “several years”, raising 3 young which 

were first seen on 23 May. On 12 June only two cygnets were present, and by 15 

August only one remaining. Sadly, this bird was found dead on 20 August, 

apparently trapped in the outfall on Hatch Pond Road. A third adult was present on 

12 September and 29 December. 

1999 Only recorded (in small numbers) between January and May and not thereafter. 

Maximum six adults on 20 February. The resident breeding pair were seen with five 

young on 6 May and 3 on 26 May. Concerns for the birds’ health led to the family 

being removed to a nearby sanctuary on 31 May. The two adults and 3 juveniles 

released from the sanctuary later were not seen again at Hatch Pond. 

2000 Small numbers recorded January to October.  One pair present most of this time 

and courtship and nestbuilding on the spit, in reeds in the sanctuary and near the 

fishing platform was seen (February, March and August respectively). However, no 

young were seen suggesting any eggs laid did not hatch. Colour-ringed birds 

present as follows: orange ring KOA (left leg) on 28 January, orange ring KNP (left 

leg - no ring on right leg) on 19 February, orange ring SFV on 2 September and 1 

October and orange ring KEY (bird with damaged bill) on 2 September. Birds with 

these rings had not been seen previously on the pond. 

2001 Small numbers (usually including 2 adults and up to 4 young) recorded in all 

months. One pair hatched four young: nesting on west side of spit (earlier attempt to 

build nest close to fishing platform was apparently abandoned). Nesting birds with 

ring numbers X3383 (and orange ring SFV) and Z92150. Young birds were regularly 

present till the beginning of November and at least one was seen to fly around the 

pond. This represents the first successful breeding record at the Pond. One fledged 

youngster was removed from the pond on 23 November as it was thought to be ill - 

the bird subsequently died. 

2002 Small numbers (usually including 2 adults and up to 5 young) recorded in all months 

except December. One pair hatched five young (young first seen on 3rd June with at 

least 3 young riding on the back of one of the parent birds). Nest was initially built on 

the spit, but this site was subsequently abandoned and a nest constructed near the 

disabled fishing platform (the reverse of last year). Nesting birds:  probable male 

with ring numbers X3383 (and orange colour ring SFV) and probably female Z92150 

(or Z92158) almost certainly the same pair as last year. Of the five young, one 

disappeared towards the end of August but four are believed to have fledged.  Other 

records of interest included one with fishing line (removed by Ken Merrimen) on 9th 

March. Six were seen flying over on 7 and 17 April and a dead bird was seen 

(probably an adult) in the middle of the pond on 31 August. 
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2003 Small numbers (usually including 2 adults and up to 8 young) recorded in all 

months.  One pair nested near the fishing platform and hatched eight young (young 

first seen on 11 May). Nesting birds: probable male with ring numbers X3383 (and 

orange colour ring SFV) the same as last year: details of female No records. Of the 

eight young hatched, numbers had dwindled to three by 25 May. These three all 

fledged (they were seen flying around the pond on 8 October) but only two of the 

young (plus both adults) were recorded from 18 October to the end of the year. 

2004 Small numbers (usually including 2 adults and up to 3 young) recorded in all 

months.  One pair nested near on “the spit” running across the pond at the north end 

with three young hatched and probably fledged (young first seen on 15 May). 

Nesting birds:  probable male with ring numbers X3383 (and orange colour ring 

SFV) the same as last two years at least; female with metal ring (Z92150 on left 

leg). Three young last recorded on 2 October 2004 with one present on 9 October 

(when birds were seen taking flight). From 12 November 2004 only one or two birds 

recorded. 

2005 Small numbers (usually including 2 adults and up to 6 young) recorded in all 

months.  One pair nested on the north side of the “spit” running across the pond at 

the north end with six young hatched and four probably fledged (young first seen on 

11 May). Nesting birds probably the same pair as last year:  probable male with 

orange colour ring SFV; no details noted for female. Three young remained with the 

adults at the end of the year (two had been reported dead one being found in the 

outfall in October. A second pair of birds were recorded flying over the lake on 5 

February. 

2006 One pair, probably the same pair as last year nested (male with orange colour ring 

SFV; no details noted for female). At the beginning of the year two adults and three 

of last year’s young were present; the youngsters were recorded as being driven off 

the pond by the adults in late January/early February. The pair nested on the north 

side of the “spit” and hatched six young (first seen on 18 May with some of the 

young trying to ride on the back of one of the adults). Two of the youngsters were 

found dead in the outfall on 30 May).  By the 6 June the brood was down to three 

young (one recovered from the outlet grill on 20 June); these birds were still present 

at the end of the year. Two were recorded flying over on 30 November in addition to 

the resident birds on the pond. 

2007  In the early part of the year, three young birds from last year’s brood were still 

present but were believed to be attracting aggressive behaviour by the resident 

male, two or three of these were subsequently removed by Swan Rescue but a 

dead young bird found around the 27 January may well have been one of the brood. 

One pair, believed to be the same pair as last year, nested on the large pile of cut 
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reeds at the north end of the pond; five young hatched and fledged the first young 

being seen on 20 May. The male parent was reported to be injured on 26 May and 

was found dead a few days later. One of the young was reported dead after flying 

into a nearby cable on 3 November with another of the young injured but returned to 

the pond. The four surviving young were still present at the end of December. 

2008 The female and four young from last year were present until the beginning of April 

when a total of eight young birds were reported by a local resident, one of which 

was subsequently believed to have died. Three young birds, presumed to be from 

last year’s brood were present until early June with the number decreasing to two by 

later that month. There were reports of the young birds being harassed by the 

female and one was probably removed by Swan Rescue for its own safety. The 

female was seen on an apparent nest in April but no new male was seen (following 

the death of the resident bird last year). By mid-July only two birds were present, 

presumed to be the resident female and (probably) one of last year’s brood which 

looked like they might pair up. 

2009 Did not breed. Two birds, probably the long resident female and possibly one of the 

young from 2007, were present in early January but only one bird (thought to be the 

female) was then seen up to early October. However two birds were then present 

until the end of the year. 

2010 One pair bred with a nest near Elborn’s cut produced six young, first seen on 25 

May), five of which fledged and three of which were still present at the end of the 

year. Additional pairs were seen flying over on 5 February and on the pond on 25 

March, when they were apparently chased off by the resident pair. 

2011 Present throughout the year. One pair bred, raising five young which were first seen 

on 10 June. 

2012 Five birds were present till 22 February, these including three young from last year.  

The adults then behaved aggressively to the young, one of which was found dead at 

the north end on 14 March by which time the adults were nest building. The resident 

pair were seen to chase off another pair which landed briefly on the pond in March 

and nested on the far side of the pond producing five young (first seen on 13 May). 

Two adults and four young were still present in November when all were removed 

on 14 November by the RSPCA following a pollution incident. The birds were 

returned on 27 November but one which did not settle was subsequently re-located 

to Holes Bay or Poole Park. Two adults and three young were still present at the 

end of the year. On two occasions the Swans were seen swimming at two or three 

Canada Geese apparently trying to scare them off. 

2013 Three of last year’s young were still present until 20 February and two till 12 March, 

though the adults had been trying to chase them off. The resident pair were seen 
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nest building on 5 March on the spit at the north end of the Pond. One pair bred 

producing six young (first seen on 22 May); two of which were lost by 19 June. 

Three young remained to the end of the year [NB]. 

2014 Present throughout the year, including three young from last year which stayed until 

they were actively chased away by an aggressive adult at the end of March. The 

pair then raised one new chick and all three birds were present until the end of the 

year [NB]. 

2015 One pair and last year’s juvenile were present until 9 March, after which the young 

bird disappeared. No further breeding success is recorded. 

2016 Present all year. One pair bred successfully, raising seven cygnets which were first 

seen on 22 May [NB]; only 4 cygnets were present after 23 July [NB] and then only 

two after 6 November. 

2017 Two adults and two young present until 6 April (NB / IB), after which the young birds 

disappeared. No further breeding success is recorded. 

2018 Present all year, with three adults at the Pond in January and four in April [NB]. 

There is no evidence of breeding success this year. 

2019 Present throughout the year. One pair bred successfully, raising four young which 

were first seen on 9 June [NB]. Only three young were present after 23 June [NB], 

and only two from 10 November [NB]. 

2020 Two young were present with the two adults until 24 May, after which the young 

disappeared. The breeding pair then raised five cygnets which were first seen on 27 

May [IB]. Only four young were present after 14 June, and only two after 12 July 

[NB]. Only one cygnet was seen after 6 September and remained present (with the 

adults) till the end of the year. 

2021 One cygnet remained present with the adults until at least 4 March. After this, the 

pair raised another eight cygnets [NB] Seven young were present until 27 June, and 

five survived until 12 December. Only three young (with two adults) were present on 

6 December [NW] until the end of the year. 

2022 Only two young were recorded at the beginning of the year and remained until 6 

February [NB]. The resident pair then successfully raised four young and all six birds 

were seen regularly together until 10 July. Five birds were present on 17 July, but 

only two adults and two young were present on 16 September. A few days later, 

feathers were seen by the outfall on Hatch Pond Road and only one young bird was 

seen with the adults thereafter [MS]. On 11 December (during an exceptionally cold 

spell), the male bird was found walking up Sandyhurst Close, clearly distressed and 

disorientated. It was escorted back to the pond at the Sandyhurst conduit where it 

slowly made its way back to the water [MS]. The following day, 12 December, only 
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the two adults were present and it is assumed the second cygnet sadly perished in 

the severe weather [MS]. 

 

BEWICK’S SWAN 

1993 The only record is of four birds flying north-west over the pond on 30 October 

 

EGYPTIAN GOOSE 

2009 A single bird flew over on 8 November [EB] 

2010 A single bird seen flying over northwards on 17 October 

2011 No records. 

2012 No records. 

2013 Two were present at 16:45 on 1 January [IB] 

No records since. 

 

SHELDUCK 

1989 One pair is reported to have raised four young (DBR) 

1991 Three birds present 10 April 

1994 Six records as follows: singles on 29 January, 19 May, 28 May and 1 June; two on 

16 April; maximum three on 12 May 

1995 A single bird present on 6 May, and one seen flying over on 2 December. A pair 

were recorded present on 11 May. 

1996 Birds were seen flying over on eight occasions between January and June, usually 

early in the morning. Maximum 4 on 15 June [NW]. 

1997 Two were present on 4 and 5 January; two flew in and stayed for 15 minutes on 30 

April; one present on 3 May and one was reported flying south on 2 August 

1998 One male was present on 13 April, and one flew over on 20 May [NW / CW] 

1999 Two flying high north over the pond on 2 April, and three on 21 October [JM] 

2002 Two birds were seen flying over northwards towards Canford Heath on 1 April [NW]. 

2003 One flying north over the pond on 30 August [NW] 

2004 One flying north over the pond on 21 April and 31 May [NW] 

2005 No records 

2006 No records. 

2007 No records. 

2008 Two were seen circling the pond on 5 May [TE] 

2009 A pair were seen on the pond or the bank at the north end of the pond several times 

April, suggesting they may have been looking for a nest site [NW]; a single bird was 

seen flying over on 25 May [NW] and two birds flew off northwards on 26 December 

[NW]. 
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2010 One to three birds seen on six occasions from 20 March to 21 June in and around 

the “top pool” [NW]. On one occasion the birds were on the bank and on another the 

birds flew around this area when there was a fox in the area. The behaviour of the 

birds suggested they may have been attempting to breed or even had young 

present though no definite evidence of breeding was found [NW. 

2011 Two birds were present on 27 March and then several times in April, with three seen 

on 6 April [NW], and a single bird on several occasions in June [IB, NW] 

2012 One to three birds seen on six occasions from 21 March to 15 May in and around 

the “top pool”. For the third year in a row, the behaviour of the birds suggested they 

may have been attempting to breed though no definite evidence of breeding was 

found. One bird was seen on the bank at the north end and may have gone down 

the entrance hole to the Badger sett there. 

2013 A pair was seen at the north end of the pond on 7, 19 and 24 April [TE], 25 April 

[TC] and again on 7 May [IB] but there is no evidence of breeding and no further 

records. 

2014 One was present on 29 January [IB] and two on both 3 and 15 April [IB] 

2015 One was present on 2 March [SS] 

No records since. 

 

MANDARIN 

1996 A female was present from 8 September to the end of the year, often seen 

associating with other ducks [JL, SR et al]. 

1997 A female was present throughout January, and then recorded again on 30 March, 

30 August and 4 September 

1998 A female was first seen on 28 August and remained for the rest of the year  [JL, SR 

et al]. 

1999 A female was present from January to March [JL, SR], and on various dates from 

June to November. Two females were present on 28 March; and one bird 

(unspecified) on 29 August [JB] 

2000 Singles seen on 15, 22 and 29 January and 5, 19, 21 and 26 February [JL]. 

Ed – there is no record of these being male or female? 

2001 One female on 9 January [CW] 

2002 One female on 31 August [NW]. 

2003 No records. 

2004 A single male was reported on 1 November [TE] and again on 31 December 

2005 No records. 

2006 No records. 

2007 No records. 
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2008 No records. 

2009 No records 

2010 A male was reported on 9 December [TE] 

No records since. 

 

GARGANEY 

2011 One male seen by several observers on 24 April [IB, NW et al] 

2012 No records. 

2013 One male on 21 May [RH] 

No records since. 

 

SHOVELER 

1981-1995 The only record during this period is of six birds on 5 February 1991 

1996 Six birds recorded (4 males and 2 females) from 26 January to 9 March, except five 

males and one female on 8 February [NW]. Five birds present between 14 and 21 

December. 

1997 Recorded in January and February, with maximum ten on 25 January. Then one or 

two recorded throughout December. 

1998 Three on 31 January and one on 7 February, then maximum 4 on 20 December. 

1999 Three on 2 January, then two present from 1 September to 3 December. 

2000 Maximum three on 15 February. 

2001 Maximum five on 19 January, then six on 21 December 

2002 Small numbers present January – April (maximum 18 on 16 February) and October - 

December (maximum eight on 15 December). An increase in numbers present and 

length of time present compared to recent years 

2003 Maximum 14 on 22 February and 18 on 14 December. 

2004 Three present on 2 January and two from September to December. Two (possibly a 

pair) were recorded on 7 March [EB]. 

2005 Small numbers present January – March (maximum nine on 12 February) and 6 

September to December (maximum 11 on 28 November). Numbers slightly less 

than the previous year. 

2006 Small numbers present January - February (maximum 4 on 18 January) and 

November - December (maximum five on 20 December). Numbers less than the 

previous year.   

2007 Small numbers present January – February (maximum nine on 18 February) and 19 

October to December (maximum eight on 25 November). Numbers less than the 

previous year.   
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2008 Small numbers present January – February (maximum six on 1 February) and 30 

October – December, with maximum three on 12 December. 

2009 Small numbers present January – March (maximum four on 3 January) and 20 

September - December (maximum ten on 22 November and 10 December). More 

birds present in the second half of the year than recent years 

2010 Small numbers present January – April (maximum 12 on 26 February) and 

September to November (maximum six on 10 November). Birds may have been 

absent in December due to the cold weather [NW].  

2011 Small numbers present October – December. Maximum five on 14 November [IB] 

2012 Small numbers present in March, August, October and November; maximum three 

on 30 October [IB] 

2013 One on 28 January and then regularly present in small numbers from 8 October to 

the end of the year; maximum ten on 15 November. 

2014 At least two present in January, February and August; and October – December. 

Maximum three on 21 October [IB] 

2015 Maximum three on 26 December [NB] 

2016 Just one record of a single bird on 10 March [IB] 

2017 One on 3 March and then small numbers present October – December. Maximum 

three on 30 October. 

2018 Maximum three on 21 October [EB] 

2019 Just one record of a single bird on 19 October [IB] 

2020 No records. 

2021 No records. 

2022 One male present on 16 and 17 January (NW / NB), one male also on 12 on 13 

October [IB / MS] then on three dates in November [NB]. 

 

GADWALL 

1981-1992 No records. 

1993 No records. 

1994 No records. 

1996 First recorded when seven birds were present on 10 November. Maximum 9 on 30 

November [NW] 

1997 Present January to April and November to December. Maximum ten on 25 January 

and 23 on 18 December [NW]. 

1998 Present throughout the year except June – August. Maximum 38 on 24 January and 

16 on 24 October  
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1999 Maxima 20 on 30 January and 18 on 1 November [NW]. It is worth noting that no 

birds were recorded during a WEBS count on 31 December, and only two Teal were 

recorded on this date either probably due to a local disturbance [NW] 

2000 Maxima 21 on 28 January and 20 on 17 November. 

2001 A male and female present on 7 May and 20 May were seen chased by a coot and a 

mute swan respectively and a single bird was recorded on 3 June suggesting 

breeding might take place. However, no further birds were recorded until 1 

September. Maxima 34 on 16 January and 52 on 22 December 

2002 A local bird watcher reported seeing young in the summer (probably not quite 

fledged) and it is believed one pair probably bred here (the first recorded breeding at 

this site). Maxima 55 on 12 January and 61 on 21 December 

2003 At least a couple of pairs were present in the breeding season, although no proof of 

breeding was seen. There were no records in July. Maxima 68 on 18 January and 

106 on 14 January. 

2004 Present throughout the year except June – August. Maximum 90 on 3 January and 

70 on 27 December [NW]. Significantly more records of more birds than in previous 

years. A female was seen with neck stretched high and giving short quiet alarm calls 

as observer approached lake edge – probably bred [EB]. 

2005 Present throughout the year except May – July. Maximum 64 on 22 January and 39 

on 17 December. 

2006 Good numbers present January – April (maximum 43 on 12 January) and 6 

September – December, with maximum 34 on 7 December.  

2007 Present in smaller numbers than last year from January to May (maximum 34 on 26 

January) and 22 July – December (maximum 27 on 13 December). Two males were 

seen chasing a female on 13 April and a pair was seen on 26 May and 31 August. 

2008 Present in similar numbers to last year from January to May (maximum 27 on 1 

February) and 6 September – December (maximum 44 on 28 December).  

2009 Present in larger numbers to last year from January to May (maximum 46 on 9 

February) and 5 August – December (maximum 61 on 12 December). A pair was 

present until 9 May.  

2010 Present in larger numbers to last year from January to May (maximum 74 on 5 

February) and 18 August – December (maximum 50 on 29 September). A low count 

of 15 in December coincided with a period of very cold weather and two relatively 

heavy falls of snow. Much of the pond was frozen for periods of time and it is 

thought birds moved elsewhere (significant numbers of Gadwall were recorded on 

the River Stour early in late December 2010 and in Holes Bay in early January 

2011). 
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2011 Present throughout the year. Maximum 26 on 26 January [NW]. A pair was present 

throughout the summer, and five fledged young were seen on 19 July [NW] 

suggesting a pair may have bred. Fewer than usual in the winter period: maximum 

14 on 22 December. 

2012  Numbers significantly reduced on previous years. Maxima 10 on 16 February and 

25 on 15 December 

2013  Recorded in all months of the year, suggesting a pair may have bred. Maxima 32 on 

15 January and 31 on 5 October. 

2014 DBR: maximum counts as follows: January (2), February (20), March (9), August 

(8); September (11); October (25); November (8); December (3) 

2015 Maximum counts as follows [NB]: January (15), February (2), June (2), July (3), 

August (3); September (12); October (28); November (24); December (5) 

2016 DBR: maximum counts as follows: January (4), February (7), March (3), August (6); 

September (5); October (5); December (2) 

2017 DBR: maximum counts as follows: January (4), February (2), June (3), July (2); 

September (2); November (2) 

2018 Dorset Bird Report: maximum counts as follows: January (5), July (1); August (2); 

September (3); October (5); November (3) 

2019 Recorded in small numbers throughout most of the year. Maximum four on 7 

February [NB]. 

2020 One record of a single bird in January, then up to two present October – December 

[IB]. 

2021 Up to two present January – April [NW] 

2022 Single birds recorded during April, August and November; maximum three on 9 

December [MS]. 

 

WIGEON 

1981 - 1992 Believed to have been present at least once since 1990, but no details are recorded 

1992 One on 14 January [SS] 

1996 A male and two females were present on 14 December. 

2001 Eight birds on 9 January [CW]. 

2002 Singles on 1 March (male) and 23 March [NW] 

2003 One on 12 January [NW] and 1 November [MJ] 

2004 Three present on 3 January [EB] and singles recorded on 6 April, 24 and 30 October 

[NW] 

2005 Two (male and female) on 29 January [NW], and single males on 12, 16, 26 and 27 

February. 

2006 No records. 
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2007 No records. 

2008 No records. 

2009 Single birds on 3 January [NW], 3 December [JL] and one other date in December. 

2010 One female present on 10 and 26 February [NW] 

2011 This species is on a list of those recorded at Hatch Pond during 2011, but there are 

no further details. 

2012 One on 7 January [NW] and 4 February [IB] 

2013 Two were reported on 1 and 3 November [IB]. 

2014 No records. 

2015 No records. 

2016 No records. 

2017 One on 24 September [NB] 

2018 No records. 

2019 Two on 14 February [IB] 

2020 Two on 19 November [IB] 

2021 No records. 

2022 No records. 

 

MALLARD 

1981-1992 Usually present; may breed. Maximum counts during this period of 115 on 26 

December 1982 (DBR) and 42 on 13 January 1991. 

1993 Maximum 25 on 20 November 

1994 Maximum 30 on 22 January. Probably bred, but no young were seen. 

1995 Maximum 21 on 28 December. Probably bred, but no young were seen. 

1996 Maximum 18 on 18 November. Probably bred, but no young were seen. 

1997 Maximum 25 on 25 January. Probably bred, but no young were seen. 

1998 Maximum 21 on 24 July. Breeding was proven successful for the first time, with two 

ducklings seen on 6 May [ND] but only one on 9 May. A white domestic duck with a 

plume on its head was first recorded on 24 July, and a farmyard Aylesbury Duck on 

15 July [ND]. 

1999 Maximum 30 on 18 December. One small duckling was seen (on its own, not 

associating with any parents) on 17 April. Fledged young were among 16 birds 

counted on 11 July although these may have come from elsewhere. The white 

domestic duck was present until 28 March. 

2000 Maximum 24 on 13 August. One pair bred: 11 small young being seen on 3 June 

and apparently present until at least mid-July, by which time the birds were quite 

large. This is the most young recorded in recent years. A young bird was reported 
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trapped behind the outlet grill on 26 June. A domestic-type bird was present later in 

the year, though the white bird present early last year was No records. again. 

2001 Maximum 32 on 21 July. Recorded in every month of the year. One semi-domestic 

bird present for much of year. One pair bred with 2 young first seen on 3 June 

(number of ducklings small suggesting part of brood may have been lost). 

2002 Maximum 40 on 7 July. Recorded in every month of the year. One domestic white 

duck seen in the summer and two Muscovy type birds present autumn-winter. Three 

pairs are thought to have bred with young first seen on 7 April. Numbers of young in 

observed broods 6, 7 and 8 suggesting some eggs or young may be lost.  This 

represents a greater level of breeding than seen in recent years. 

2003 Maximum 49 on 5 July. Recorded in every month of the year. One domestic white 

duck seen in the spring. A female with one small duckling seen on 23 April proved 

that at least one pair bred though with no other records of young birds it is likely that 

success was very low (as is often the case here). 

2004 Maxima of 44 in July and August, then 49 on 27 November. No successful breeding 

records. 

2005  Present in every month of the year, with maxima 53 on 9 July and 51 on 4 August. 

Down to seven birds (all males) in April, when females are nesting out of sight. At 

least one pair (and possibly more) bred, two broods of single duckling seen and one 

of four. Only one was duckling was recorded as having grown to nearly full size: so 

breeding success probably poor. 

2006  Present in every month of the year, with maxima 59 on 9 July and 41 on 4 August. 

Down to six birds (all males) in April and May when females are nesting out of sight. 

At least one pair bred, with seven very small ducklings seen on 25 April but not. 

subsequently. As usual, it appears breeding and survival was minimal. Occasional 

bird of domestic origin also present.  

2007 Present in every month of the year, with maxima 37 on 26 June and 60 on 27 July. 

Down to ten birds in April and May when females are nesting out of sight. At least 

one pair bred, with ducklings seen on 18 April, and four fledged young seen on 30 

June. As usual, it appears breeding and survival was limited.  

2008 Present in every month of the year, with maxima 46 on 20 July and 38 on 15 

August. Down to five birds (all males) in March and April when females are nesting 

out of sight. One or two pairs bred at or near the pond, with evidence of three 

broods. At least four of the last brood of eight (first seen on 15 August) fledged 

2009 Present in every month of the year, with maxima 58 on 4 July and 67 on 12 August. 

Only five birds counted in March and April when females are nesting out of sight. 

Three pairs probably bred at or near the pond. Twelve fledged young were seen late 

in the summer.   
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2010 Present in every month of the year, with maxima 53 on 7 July and 36 on 22 

September. Only 14 birds counted in April and May when females are nesting out of 

sight. Two or three pairs probably bred at or near the pond.   

2011 Present in every month of the year, with higher numbers than usual in cold weather 

at the beginning of the year. For example, 40 were present on 14 January. First 

brood of five young ducklings seen on 27 April, and another brood of seven on 5 

May [NW]. Maximum 80 on 19 July including moulting birds and sub-adult young. 

2012  More birds present than in previous years. Maximum 128 on 20 November. 

Recorded in every month of the year, but with over 100 present from August 

onwards. At least seven broods of young seen; some of which fledged. A Lesser 

Black-backed Gull was seen diving at some young on one occasion. 

2013  At least 30 present throughout the year, maximum 98 in July 

2014: DBR: breeding confirmed but no details. Maximum counts each month as follows: 

January (30), February (41), March (17), April (18), May (40), June (60), July (100), 

August (50), September (60), October (50), November (48), December (62). 

2015 DBR: breeding confirmed but no details. Maximum counts each month as follows: 

January (53), February (70), March (52), April (31), May (34), June (57), July (73), 

August (67), September (44), October (34), November (50), December (45). 

2016 DBR: breeding confirmed but no details. Maximum counts each month as follows: 

January (36), February (32), March (27), April (22), May (11), June (33), July (48), 

August (52), September (46), October (48), November (40), December (43). 

2017 DBR: breeding confirmed but no details. Maximum counts each month as follows: 

January (41), February (30), March (23), April (23), May (15), June (38), July (51), 

August (41), September (3), October (50), November (40), December (33). 

2018  DBR: breeding confirmed but no details. Maximum counts each month as follows: 

January (37), February (22), March (25), April (25), May (20), June (30), July (49), 

August (46), September (35), October (29), November (45), December (24). 

2019 Maximum counts each month as follows: January (30), February (35), March (19); 

April (11), May (10), June (16 including eight ducklings on 9 June), July (46 – NB), 

August (37 – NB), September (54 – NB), October (18 – NB), November (34), 

December (34) 

2020 Maximum counts each month as follows [NB]: January (34), February (32), March 

(14), no count in April, May (6), June (33), July (57), August (33), September (56), 

October (20), November (30), December (37) 

2021 Maximum counts each month as follows [NB / IB]: January (38), February (26), 

March (20), April (16), May (17), June (56), July (61), August (59), September (59), 

October (39), November (47), December (48) 
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2022  Maximum counts each month as follows [NB / IB]: January (47), February (42), 

March (34), April (28), May (31), June (45), July (53), August (53), September (41), 

October (41), November (36), December (40) 

 

PINTAIL 

2003 One recorded on 11 January [MJ] 

No records since 

 

TEAL 

1981- 1992 Usually present autumn and winter (from January to April and August to December) 

Maximum 36 on 13 January 1991 

1993 Maximum 17 on 5 December. 

1994 Maximum counts of 16 on 22 January and 20 on 17 December. Birds tend to feed in 

shallow weedy areas along the Stinsford Road (east) side of the Pond. If disturbed 

from shallow water at the north end (e.g. by a person walking though the gorse 

area) they tend to take flight and settle in the weedy area south of the spit along the 

Stinsford Road side 

1995 Maximum counts of 38 on 16 January and 35 on 28 December both followed spells 

of cold weather [SS]. 

1996 Maximum 43 on 17 February and 38 on 28 December 

1997 Maximum 34 on 22 February and 20 on 27 December 

1998 Present from January to May (maximum 50 on 24 January) and August – December 

(maximum 62 on 5 December). Not recorded from 18 April to 29 August. 

1999 Present in larger numbers than previous years from January to April (maximum 101 

on 9 January) and 8 September – December (maximum 54 on 22 December). Not 

recorded from May to August. It is worth noting that only two birds were recorded 

during a WEBS count on 31 December, and no Gadwall were recorded on this date 

either probably due to a local disturbance [NW] 

2000 Present from January to May (maximum 50 on 2 February) and 22 September – 

December (maximum 50 on 2 December [SR]. 

2001 Present from January to April (maximum 41 on 6 January) and 17 September – 

December (maximum 37 on 7 December). Smaller numbers than previous years 

2002 Maxima 111 on 1 March and 90 on 21 December. An increase in numbers from 

previous years. 

2003 Maxima 143 on 21 January and 69 on 14 December. A increase in numbers from 

previous years. 

2004 Present from January to April (maximum 77 on 3 January) and 4 September – 

December (maximum 50 on 18 December). Three recorded on 18 April included a 
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male and female together in the north-west of the lake and an apparent lone calling 

bird in the south-west; so possibly bred [NW] 

2005 Present from January to April (maximum 88 on 29 January) and 4 September – 

December (maximum 78 on 11 December) 

2006 Maxima 23 on 18 January and 32 on 20 December. Numbers lower than the 

previous year; maximum counts for both winter periods less than half those for 2005 

[NW]. 

2007 Present from January to April (maximum 54 on 14 January) and 7 September – 

December (maximum 47 on 25 December). Smaller numbers than last year. 

2008 Present from January to April (maximum 39 on 19 January, fewer than in recent 

years) and 25 September – December (maximum 70 on 17 December). 

2009 Present from January to April (maximum 51 on 21 January) and 20 September – 

December (maximum 151 on 4 December). The latter is the highest recorded count 

at the Pond. 

2010 Maxima 96 on 17 January and 40 on 19 November. The low maximum recorded in 

December coincided with a period of very cold weather and two relatively heavy falls 

of snow; much of the pond was frozen for long periods in December and birds 

probably moved elsewhere. 

2011 Recorded in smaller numbers than usual, but in all months of the year. Maxima 77 

on 20 January and 38 on 22 December [NW]. The presence of a female in May, 

June and July suggests a pair may have bred. 

2012 Present from January to May (maximum 20 on 31 January) and 1 September – 

December (maximum 32 on 22 December). Smaller counts than last year 

suggesting numbers are declining. 

2013 Maxima 20 on 31 January and 32 on 22 December. Numbers continue to fall. 

2014 Maximum counts each month as follows: January (no count), February (an 

exceptional count of 68 - NW), March (11), April (4); no records from May to August; 

up to six present for the remainder of the year. 

2015 Maximum counts each month as follows: January (2), February (9), March (8), no 

records from April to August; up to four present for the remainder of the year, except 

11 on 20 December. 

2016 Maximum counts each month as follows: January (6), February (5), March (2), April 

(1); present from September to December [IB] but no counts are recorded. 

Numbers are significantly lower than five years previously. 

2017 Maximum counts each month as follows: January (5), February (12), March (2); April 

(1) no records from May to September; present from October to December [IB] but 

no counts are recorded. 
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2018 Maximum counts each month as follows: January (5); no records in February or 

March; April (2) and then No records. for the rest of the year. 

2019 Maximum 7 on 18 February [RG via eB] and up to four on 10 March [NB] but then 

No records. until November. An exceptional count of 51 on 22 December [NW] 

2020 The only record is of a single bird on 19 January [NW] 

2021 Maximum counts each month as follows: January (5), February (12), March (2); April 

(1) no records from May to September; present from October to December [IB] but 

no counts are recorded.  

2022 Numbers seem significantly reduced. One present on 10 February [AC], but 

otherwise only three birds each on 11 November [MS] and 18 December [RG] 

 

RED-CRESTED POCHARD 

1990 An adult male was present on 28 December [DBR] 

No records since 

 

POCHARD 

1981-1992 Three birds present from February to May 1982 [DBR]; two on 15 February 1991 

and a wintering flock of up to 8 birds from 23 October to the end of the year. 

1993 Small numbers present at the end of the year, Maximum 8 on 11 December. 

1994 Maxima 15 on 29 January and 2 on 20 November 

1995 Maximum six on 4 February. 

1996 Maxima 14 on 10 February and 24 February; and nine on 28 December 

1997 Maximum 26 on 1 February. Only three records of two birds otherwise: on 14 and 23 

November, and 6 December [SR]. 

1998 Maximum five on 31 January and only two records of single birds in December. 

1999 Small numbers recorded from January - March (maximum three on 20 January) and 

between November and December. 

2000 Small numbers recorded from January to March (maximum nine on 21 February) 

and two females on 9 December [NW] 

2001 Small numbers recorded from January – March (maximum five on 19 January) and 

single birds from November – December, except two males and one female on 29 

December [NW].  

2002 Small numbers recorded January – March (maximum 18 on 16 February). and 

October – December (maximum four on 21 December [NW].  

2003 Small numbers recorded January – March (maximum six on 15 February and 

November – December (maximum 3 on 29 December).  

2004 Small numbers recorded January – March (maximum seven on 13 March and 

November - December, with maximum four on 18 December [NW] 
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2005 Small numbers January - March and in November. Numbers slightly less than the 

previous year. Maximum three birds during January and March. 

2006 Single birds present January to 1 February and two from 17 December. 

2007 Up to three birds present January to 22 February and one from 20 December. 

2008 Two on 22 November [NW]. 

2009 Male and female present throughout January and one male from 15 November [NW] 

2010 An increase on previous years. Up to six present January - March and two present 

form 19 November [NW] 

2011 Small numbers present in January and February, with maximum seven on 14 

January [NW], then two males on 22 November [NW] 

2012 One or two recorded January to March and November to December. 

2013 One to four recorded January to March and October to December. 

2014 Up to five present until the end of February and then two into March. One on 2 

November [IB] then two birds present until the end of the year. 

2015 Two present January to March, then an unseasonal record of two on 26 May [IB]. 

No further records this year. 

2016 One bird present on 24 January and 18 December [NB] 

2017 Single birds recorded in January, February and December. 

2018 One record of a single bird on 30 December [NB] 

2019 One on 14 February [RG] then six the following day [IB, RG]. No further records this 

year. 

2020 Single bird present from on 10 January [TE] to 5 February [IB] 

2021 One record of two birds on 26 December [NB] 

2022 One on 2 January and two on 10 January [NB] 

 

TUFTED DUCK 

1981- 1992 Winter visitor in small numbers. Maximum 7 birds present between July and April 

1982. 

1993 One record of a single bird present on 11 December 

1994 One record of a single female on 7 August 

1995 One record of a pair on 10 December 

1996 Two records, each of single male so presumably the same bird) on 17 and 24 

February. 

1997 Four birds (3 males) on 4 January; one female on 19 January and one male on 20 

September. 

1998 One record of two birds on 18 November [SR] 

1999 No records. 

2000 One record of two females on 31 December 
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2001 Three records: a pair on 28 March, and one female on 7 December and 

(presumably the same bird) on 22 December 

2002 A significant increase this year. Recorded on 23 dates between January to May and 

October to December. Maxima 7 on 13 March and 15 December 

2003 Present in small numbers January to March and October to December, with single 

birds present in June and July for the first time. Maximum seven again on 13 March 

2004 Small numbers January to March (maximum ten on 28 February). Single records in 

both July and September, and then maximum five on 27 November.  

2005 Small numbers January to March (maximum ten on 15 February) single records in 

September and November, with maximum three on 26 December. 

2006 Small numbers January to March (maximum 12 on 7 February), then two on 5 

November and seven on 22 December. 

2007 Three on 28 January and 11 on 3 February, being the lowest counts for some years, 

then three each on 22 November and 29 December. 

2008  Small numbers January – April (maximum seven on 21 January) then single birds in 

October and November, maximum seven on 17 December. Unusual to have this 

species present in April. 

2009 More than usual present January - April (maximum 15 on 21 January) and 16 on 21 

December 

2010 Again more than usual present January – March (maximum 21 on 2 March) and 

small numbers October – December up to nine on 31 December. 

2011 Highest numbers counted for some years, including an exceptional 38 on 21 

January [TE] and a pair again present into April. Smaller numbers later in the year, 

with maximum nine on 31 December [NW] 

2012 Small numbers (up to 11) present January - April, then a single bird on 1 May and a 

pair on 27 June. Maximum 22 on 22 November. 

2013  Recorded January – April (maximum 35 on 28 January), and single birds present in 

May, June and August. Up to 14 present October and November. 

2014 Recorded in every month of the year for the first time, with a pair present in May and 

June, and three in July and August. Maxima 28 in February and 23 in December. 

2015 Again recorded in every month of the year, with two in May, six in June, one in July 

and three in August. Smaller counts this year: maxima 18 in January and 14 in 

October. 

2016 Smaller numbers than in recent years, but no less than three birds present 

throughout the year. 

2017 Smaller numbers than in recent years, but no less than three birds present 

throughout the year. Maxima 18 in January and ten in October. One pair bred 
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successfully for the first time: five young ducklings were seen on a pool at the 

northern end on 14 June [ML] 

2018 Present throughout the year; maxima 21 in December and 17 in February. No 

further information is available. 

2019 A slight increase over recent years, and no less than three birds present throughout 

the year. Maxima 41 in February [NB] and an exceptional 51 in December [NB]. A 

pair was reported with three young on 12 July [PR] 

2020 Smaller numbers than in recent years, but no less than two birds present throughout 

the year. Maxima 25 in January [NB] and 38 in December [NB]. No evidence of 

breeding this year. 

2021 Recorded throughout the year, except June and July, with highest counts of 25 in 

February [NB] and up to 49 in November [NB] 

2022 Recorded throughout the year except June and July, with highest counts of 19 in 

January [NB] and up to 48 in December [NB] 

 

SCAUP 

2002 Hatch Pond leaflet suggests “a few birds reported” during this year, but the annual 

summary for 2002 gives no record. 

2003 One was reported by a visitor during a cold spell in the middle of January. 

2014 One on 23 January [IB] remained until 1 February (NW / ML). 

 

LESSER SCAUP 

1992  An immature male “Aythya-type” duck was found on the Pond by Steve Smith on 

the evening of 28 November. Not getting good views in the failing light but very 

clearly seeing a Scaup with strange vermiculations on its flank he discussed the bird 

at the local pub with fellow birders. It was re-found on 4 and 5 December when it 

was seen by around fifty birders and the ID was confirmed as Lesser Scaup. At the 

time it was found, this was only the fifth record for Britain and remains to date as 

probably “Hatch Pond’s most famous bird”. 

 

SMEW  

1997 One was reported to have been seen on 11 January according to a record left at 

Upton Country Park. 

2012 One male was present on 26 February, subsequently identified as being forrom the 

St James Park collection in London [NW] 

No records since. 
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GOOSANDER 

1997 A male was present at the north end of the Pond during a particularly cold spell 

between 4 and 7 January [AC, NW]. 

2010 A female was present on 8 [JL] and 9 January [EB], and a male flew north over the 

pond on 16 January [NW]. A juvenile was recorded on at least three occasions 

between 24 November and 3 December. 

2014 DBR: Recorded as present but with no further details 

No records since 

 

RED-BREASTED MERGANSER 

2019 One reported present on 3 February [BirdGuides] 

 

RUDDY DUCK 

1991  Three present 19 to 25 February, with two on 1 March (DBR) 

1997  One female present on 5 April and 29 May [SR] 

2004  One juvenile present on 23 October [NW] 

2005  One male on 24 June [TE] 

No records since 

 

SWIFT 

1981-1992 No records. 

1993 No records. 

1994 Recorded on six dates between May and July. Maximum 3 on 11 June and 2 July 

1995 Two on 17 June, five on 27 June [SR] and four on 22 July 

1996 Small numbers recorded on seven dates from 5 May to 21 July. Maximum six on 18 

May[ NW]. 

1997 One on 25 June and two on 27 July [NW]. 

1998 One on 14 June [NW] 

1999 Singles on 5 and 22 June [NW] 

2000 Singles flying over on 18 June and 16 July [NW] 

2001 One on 1 July [NW] 

2002 Two on 16 June and one on 21 July [NW] 

2003 Two on 29 June [NW] 

2004 Two on 30 April [NW] then two on 15 July, four on 21 July and four on 31 July [NW] 

2005 One on 13 May, four on 17 June, ten on 26 June and one on 1 July [all NW] 

2006 Single birds on 7 May and 5 July; 3 on 16 July [NW] 

2007 Five records of up to three birds between May and August [NW] 

2008 Three records of up to four birds between April and July 
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2009 Three records of up to three birds between May and July [NW] 

2010 No records. 

2011 Two on 15 July, and one on 19 July [NW] 

2012 One record of 20 birds on 8 June [TE]; singles on 15 and 17 June [IB] 

2013 Four records of up to six birds between 15 June and 1 August [NW] 

2014 Six together on 1 June [NB] and twelve on 15 June [NB] 

2015 No records. 

2016 One on 17 July [NB] 

2017 One on 14 June [IB] 

2018 No records. 

2019 One on 12 June [IB] 

2020 No records. 

2021 No records. 

2022 Two on 12 June [NB] and five on 31 July [NB] 

 

CUCKOO 

1981-1994 No records. 

1995 One heard in the distance on 21 May [NW] 

1996 One present on 12 May [NW] 

1997 No records. 

1998 No records. 

1999 One heard from the direction of Longfleet Drive [to the south] on 3 May [NW] 

2013 One heard in the sanctuary on 5 May [NW] and one seen on 18 July [DP]. 

No records since. 

 

FERAL PIGEON 

1994 Two on 22 January; flock of 50 racing pigeons on 9 April 

1995 No records. 

1996 No records. 

1997 No records. 

1998 No records. 

1999 No records. 

2000 Six on nearby roofs on 5 August 

2001 Six touched down on surface of pond to drink on 12 May, four flew over on 20 May, 

and an exceptional flock of 400 (thought to be racing pigeons) passed north on 26 

May [NW]. Occasional other records throughout the year 

2002 Small numbers of birds occasionally flying over (maximum six on 17 August). A flock 

of 100 seen in the distance on 14 September were thought to be racing pigeons. 
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2003 Small numbers of birds occasionally flying over (maximum 20 on 12th January). A 

flock of 50 seen in the distance on 17 May were thought to be racing pigeons [NW] 

2004 Small numbers of birds occasionally flying over (maximum eight on 6 November). 

Some records may refer to racing pigeons. 

2005 Small numbers of birds occasionally flying over, (maximum 50 on 11th June). Some 

records may refer to racing pigeons. 

2006 Two on 11 February flying over and one on 6 September [NW]; a single Racing 

Pigeon was present on 10 July. 

2007 Small numbers of birds occasionally flying over, but a large increase on previous 

years (when some records may have referred to domestic pigeons used for racing).  

May well now breed in the area e.g. in the depot or similar premises nearby [NW]. 

2008 One to three birds reported on a few occasions; may now breed in the area e.g. in 

the depot or similar premises nearby. 

2009 One to three birds reported on a few occasions; may now breed in the area e.g. in 

the depot or similar premises nearby. Occasional large groups of racing pigeons 

seen flying over. 

2010 One to six birds reported on a few occasions. 

2011  One to three birds reported on a few occasions (maximum 12 flying over); may now 

breed in the area e.g. in the depot or similar premises nearby. 

2012 Small numbers of birds (maximum 20) occasionally flying over, throughout the year. 

2013 Small numbers of birds (maximum six) occasionally flying over, throughout the year 

2014 Recorded present on several occasions, but no specific details. 

2015 No records. 

2016 No records. 

2017 No records. 

2018 No records. 

2019 Recorded present on several occasions, but no details [IB]. 

2020 No records. 

2021 Recorded present on several occasions, but no details [IB]. 

2022 Several birds frequently flying over and in local streets. 

 

STOCK DOVE 

1994 Two on 9 April 

1995 An exceptional record of 150 birds flying westwards over the pond on 18 November 

1996 Just one record of a single bird on 21 September [NW] 

1997 Three on 22 February and one on 31 May [NW] 
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1998 One record of a bird singing in woodland at the Hatch Pond Road end of the 

Sanctuary on 24 January [NW]; two other records of single birds flying over on 7 

June and 1 August. 

1999 No records. 

2000 One on 6 May [NW] 

2001 One on 23 June [NW]. 

2002 One flying over on 22 June [NW]. 

2003 Single birds flying over on 12 and 23 April [NW]. 

2004 No records. 

2005 No records. 

2006 No records. 

2007 No records. 

2008 No records. 

2009 No records. 

2010 No records. 

2011 No records. 

2012 No records. 

2013 Singles on 10 July [NW] and 1 August [IB]. 

No records since 

 

WOODPIGEON 

1981-1992 Small numbers recorded autumn / winter 

1993 Maximum 60 on 18 December 

1994 Present all year – maximum c20 birds. Probably bred among trees on Plantation 

Road side. 

1995 Probably bred among trees on Plantation Road side. Maximum 70 on 28 December 

1996 Probably bred among trees on Plantation Road side. Maximum 50 on 3 February 

1997 Present all year. Probably bred among trees on Plantation Road side. Maximum 50 

on 1 and 28 March 

1998 Present all year. Probably bred among trees on Plantation Road side. Maximum 40 

on 14 March 

1999 Present in good numbers. Probably breeds in woodland around the pond 

2000 Present all year with peak counts of 20+ on 26 February. Singing and probably 

breeding birds were present in the mature scrub and woodland around the pond 

(except the more open southern edge along Hatch Pond Road). At least four pairs 

are thought to have bred and the scrub/woodland and more were probably present 

in the sanctuary area which was not regularly visited. 
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2001 Singing and probably breeding birds were present in the mature scrub and 

woodland around the pond (except the more open southern edge along Hatch Pond 

Road).  At least four pairs are thought to have bred and the scrub/woodland and 

more were probably present in the sanctuary area which was not regularly visited. A 

broken egg probably from this species was found below a lamp-post on which a 

Magpie had been sitting - suggesting possible predation. A count of 30 was made 

on 29 December but birds not usually counted - no large flocks recorded. 

2002 Always present but birds not usually counted - no large flocks recorded. Singing and 

probably breeding birds were present in the mature scrub and woodland around the 

pond (except the more open southern edge along Hatch Pond Road). At least four 

pairs are thought to have bred and the scrub/woodland and more were probably 

present in the sanctuary area which was not regularly visited. 

2003 Always present but birds not usually counted – (largest number recorded was 30 on 

12 January). Singing and probably breeding birds were present in the mature scrub 

and woodland around the pond (except the more open southern edge along Hatch 

Pond Road). At least three pairs are thought to have bred in the scrub/woodland 

along the shore and more were probably present in the sanctuary area which was 

not regularly visited. 

2004 Always present but birds not always counted. Largest count was of 187 arriving to 

roost in trees on west side of lake on 25 January [EB] and a count of 34 on 6 

November; when two flocks of 22 and 12 were recorded flying west and north 

respectively. Singing and probably breeding birds were present in the mature scrub 

and woodland around the pond (except the more open southern edge along Hatch 

Pond Road). A number of pairs are thought to have bred in the scrub/woodland 

along the shore and more were probably present in the sanctuary area which was 

not regularly visited. 

2005 Always present but birds not counted; no exceptionally large flocks noted. A number 

of pairs are thought to have bred in the scrub/woodland along the shore and more 

were probably present in the sanctuary area which was not regularly visited. 

2006 Always present but birds not regularly counted; except for 30 on 27 January and 60 

on 9 November. A number of pairs are thought to have bred in the scrub/woodland 

along the shore and more were probably present in the sanctuary area which was 

not regularly visited. A recently laid egg was found on 28 September. 

2007 Always present but birds not regularly counted; number of pairs are thought to have 

bred in the scrub/woodland along the shore and more were probably present in the 

sanctuary area which was not regularly visited. 
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2008 Always present but birds not regularly counted; number of pairs are thought to have 

bred in the scrub/woodland along the shore and more were probably present in the 

sanctuary area which was not regularly visited. 

2009 Always present but birds not regularly counted; number of pairs are thought to have 

bred in the scrub/woodland along the shore and more were probably present in the 

sanctuary area which was not regularly visited. 

2010 Always present but birds not regularly counted; number of pairs are thought to have 

bred in the scrub/woodland along the shore and more were probably present in the 

sanctuary area which was not regularly visited. 

2011 Always present but birds not regularly counted; number of pairs are thought to have 

bred in the scrub/woodland along the shore and more were probably present in the 

sanctuary area which was not regularly visited. 

2012 Always present but birds not regularly counted; number of pairs are thought to have 

bred in the scrub/woodland along the shore and more were probably present in the 

sanctuary area which was not regularly visited. 

2013 Always present but birds not regularly counted; number of pairs are thought to have 

bred in the scrub/woodland along the shore and more were probably present in the 

sanctuary area which was not regularly visited. A flock of 260 was recorded flying 

east over the site at 8.30am on 23 November [NW]. This kind of movement is typical 

of the species at this time of year, but remains under-recorded 

2014 Always present but birds not usually counted - no large flocks recorded. 

2015 Always present but birds not usually counted - no large flocks recorded. 

2016 Always present but birds not usually counted - no large flocks recorded. 

2017 Always present but birds not usually counted - no large flocks recorded. 

2018 Always present but birds not usually counted - no large flocks recorded. 

2019 Always present but birds not usually counted - no large flocks recorded. 

2020 Always present but birds not usually counted - no large flocks recorded. 

2021 Always present but birds not usually counted - no large flocks recorded. 

2022 Always present but details are not available and birds are not usually counted. Up to 

150 present in the evenings from October – December. 

 

COLLARED DOVE 

1981-1992 Small numbers often present autumn / winter 

1993 Maximum five on 7 November 

1994 One or two usually present. Maximum five on 24 September and 7 October. 

Probably bred – seen with nesting material in Plantation Woodland [NW] 

1995 Small numbers recorded April to December; maximum 4 on 2 December 

1996  Small numbers (one or two) recorded throughout the year. May breed nearby [NW]. 
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1997 Small numbers (maximum four4 on 2 August) recorded throughout the year. May 

breed nearby. 

1998 Small numbers (one or two) recorded January to August. May breed nearby 

1999 One record of a single bird on 9 January [NW] 

2000 Two on 10 June, singles on 1 and 7 October. 

2001 One on 14 December [NW] 

2002 Single birds occasionally throughout the year, usually near or flying towards Hatch 

Pond Depot [NW]. 

2003 Single birds on 8 March and 3 May and two on 18 October; though may still be 

present nearby [NW]. 

2004 Single birds occasionally throughout the year, usually near or flying towards Hatch 

Pond Depot [NW]. Two birds seen in October – may have bred nearby. 

2005 One or two birds in February, June - August and December from the pond and 

around the nearby depot where a pair probably breeds. 

2006 One or two birds February - June, August and November from the pond and around 

the nearby depot where a pair probably breeds. 

2007 Only four records of single birds (three in April and one in September) suggest may 

no longer be breeding or near the site [NW]. 

2008 Up to three birds reported in all months except January and August-September, an 

increase on last year and the bird may well be breeding again nearby. 

2009 Present throughout the year, and occasionally up to four birds, including singing 

males from the pond and around the nearby depot where a pair probably breeds. 

2010 Present throughout the year, and occasionally up to four birds, including singing 

males from the pond and around the nearby depot where a pair probably breeds. 

2011  Records only from January – March [NW], suggesting there is no evidence this year 

of breeding nearby 

2012 One or two birds reported in most months. One or two pairs probably breed nearby 

2013 One or two birds reported in most months. One or two pairs probably breed nearby. 

2014 One or two birds reported in most months. One or two pairs probably breed nearby. 

2015 One or two birds reported in most months. One or two pairs probably breed nearby. 

2016 One or two birds reported in most months. One or two pairs probably breed nearby. 

2017 One or two birds reported in most months. One or two pairs probably breed nearby 

2018 One or two birds reported in most months. One or two pairs probably breed nearby. 

2019 One or two birds reported in most months. One or two pairs probably breed nearby. 

2020 One or two birds reported in most months. One or two pairs probably breed nearby 

2021 One or two birds reported in most months. One or two pairs probably breed nearby. 

2022 One or two birds reported in most months. One or two pairs probably breed nearby. 
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WATER RAIL 

1981-1992 No records. 

1995 First record of a single, approachable bird present at the north end of the pond from 

22 October to 10 December. A second bird was recorded at the Hatch Pond Road 

end on 22 October. 

1996 Single birds were reported in February, March, June and October. 

1997  Single birds were reported on eight dates in February, March, June and October. 

1998 Single birds were reported on four occasions (ND): 9 January, 14 June, 31 October 

and 15 November 

1999 Single birds were reported in January, February, March and October. 

2000 One at the north end near the inlet on 8 October was the only record. 

2001 Two records of birds heard at the north end of the pond on 27 October and 14 

December. 

2002 Calling birds usually at the north end of the pond; one spring record (9th March) the 

remainder from the end of October to mid-December. At least 3 different birds were 

believed to be present on 31 October [NW]. 

2003 Calling birds usually at the north end of the pond. Six records from January-March 

and September-November [NW] 

2004 Calling birds usually at the north end of the pond. Eight records of one to five birds 

in January and October-December [NW]. 

2005 Calling birds usually at the north end of the pond. Six records of one or more birds in 

April, September and November-December. Five were heard on the evening of 20 

October [NW]. 

2006 Records of one or more birds (usually one to three birds) on fifteen dates in January 

to April and October to December. Birds often heard at the north end of the pond. 

2007 Records of up to five birds, usually heard calling at the north end, on a number of 

dates in January to March and October to December 

2008 Records of one or more birds, usually heard calling at the north end, on a number of 

dates in January to March and October to December.  

2009 Records of one or more birds, usually heard calling at the north end, on a number of 

dates in January to March and October to December. Maximum four on 12 

December [NW] 

2010 Records of one or more birds, usually heard calling at the north end, on a number of 

dates in January to February and October to December. Maximum four on 4 January 

and 24 November [NW]. 

2011 Records of one or more birds, usually heard calling at the north end, on a number of 

dates in January to March and October to December. Maximum four in November 

[NW]. 
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2012 Records of one or more birds, usually heard calling at the north end, on a number 

of dates in January to March and October to December. Maximum three in 

November [NW]. 

2013 Records of one or more birds, usually heard calling at the north end, on a number 

of dates in January to March and October to December. 

2014 At least two present in February, and up to four October-December 

2015 At least two in January and up to three in November [IB] 

2016 Just one record of a single bird on 2 January [ML] 

2017 Maximum of two on 16 November [IB] 

2018 DBR – due to its secretive nature, the records received do not give a reliable 

estimate of population. Maximum seven on 21 October [EB] thought to include 

migrant birds. 

2019 Up to two birds reported in January, February, May October and December 

2020 Present in October and November but no further details. 

2021 Just one record of this species being present, on 2 November [IB] 

2022 Maximum five calling at the north end on 13 October [MS]; one bird seen to swim 

across ‘The Glimpse’ along Stinsford Road early morning on 11 November [ MS] 

 

MOORHEN 

1981-1992 Resident; number increase in winter. Definitely bred in 1992 

1993 Maximum 15 on 30 October. 

1994 Maximum 16 on 7 October. At least two pairs bred, probably rearing at least four 

broods. 

1995 Maximum 14 on 10 June. At least two pairs bred, probably rearing at least four 

broods. 

1996 Maximum 15 on 14 July and 21 September. At least three pairs bred, probably 

rearing at least six broods. 

1997 Maximum 12 on 1 November. At least three pairs bred, probably rearing at least six 

broods. 

1998 Maximum 17 on 27 September. At least four pairs bred, probably rearing at least 

eight broods. Young first seen on 3 May 

1999 Maximum 19 on 3 October. At least four pairs bred, probably rearing at least five 

broods. Young first seen on 5 June. 

2000 Maximum10 on 17 November. Definitely bred with at least two pairs probably 

hatching three broods; first young seen on 3 June [NW]. Maximum numbers and 

breeding success seem less than last two years. 

2001 Maximum 22 on 3 November). Definitely bred with around 1-3 pairs probably 

hatching at least three broods; first young seen on 9 June. Breeding success 
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probably similar to last year; maximum numbers higher at the end of the year than 

last year. 

2002 Maximum 22 on 3 November. Definitely bred with around 1-3 pairs probably 

hatching at least four broods; first young seen on 27 April. Breeding success 

probably similar to last year. 

2003 Maximum 23 on 14 September. Definitely bred with around 4-8 pairs probably 

hatching around ten broods; first young seen on 27 April. Breeding success was 

probably greater than last year. One was found dead (probably run over on Hatch 

Pond Road) on 27 December. 

2004 Maximum 13 on 10 July and 4 September. Accurate counts can be difficult if birds 

are hidden in fringing vegetation. Definitely bred with around 3 pairs probably 

hatching around 6 broods; first young seen on 31 May. Breeding success and total 

numbers present were probably lower than last year 

2005 Maximum 12 on 3 October. Accurate counts can be difficult if birds are hidden in 

fringing vegetation. Definitely bred with around 2-3 pairs probably hatching around 5 

broods; first young seen on 2 April.  Breeding success and total numbers present 

were probably similar to last year. 

2006 Maximum 13 on 4 November. Definitely bred with records of (probably) two broods 

in July and apparently fledged youngsters in August. However, breeding success 

much lower than usual with around 1-2 successful pairs probably hatching around 2 

broods; first young not seen until very late in the season on 16 July).   

2007 Maximum 19 on 6 October. Definitely bred with around 4 pairs having an estimated 

5-9 broods; a good year and much better than 2006. First young seen on 27 April.   

2008 Maximum 15 on 9 October. Definitely bred with at least two pairs having a minimum 

of three broods of which some at least fledged. A poorer year than 2007. First young 

No records. until 21 June.  

2009 Maximum 16 on 25 September and 22 October. Definitely bred with at least three 

pairs having a minimum of three broods of which some at least fledged. First young 

seen on 26 April. 

2010 Maximum 15 on 1 September. Definitely bred though only a single brood was 

recorded; first young No records. till 1 September. 

2011 This species is on a list of those recorded at Hatch Pond during 2011, but there are 

no further details. 

2012 Maximum 15 on 24 October [NW]. Definitely bred though only a single brood was 

recorded; first young seen on 22 August. 

2013 Present throughout the year; maximum 14 on 3 January [NW]. At least one pair 

bred, fledged young being record on 6 August [NW]. 

2014 DBR: Maxima five in February and six in December 
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2015 Up to four birds present (probably two pairs) throughout the year, with numbers 

increasing to six in November [NB] and eight in December [BS]. Presumably bred, 

but no evidence recorded. 

2016 Up to five birds present (probably two pairs) throughout the year, with numbers 

increasing to seven on 18 December [NB]. Presumably bred, but no evidence 

recorded. 

2017 Up to four birds present (probably two pairs) throughout the year, with numbers 

increasing to seven in September [SS et al], and eight in November [NB, IB]. 

Presumably bred, but no evidence recorded. 

2018 Up to four birds present (probably two pairs) throughout the year, with numbers 

increasing to five in October [IB et al] Presumably bred, but no evidence recorded. 

2019 Up to two birds present throughout the year, maximum three on 1 December [NB]. 

Presumably bred, but no evidence recorded. 

2020 Up to four birds present (probably two pairs) throughout the year. Presumably bred, 

but no evidence recorded. 

2021 Up to four birds present (probably two pairs) in March [NW]. Presumably bred, but 

no evidence recorded.  

2022 Up to four birds present (probably two pairs) throughout the year. Maximum c10 on 

16 October [MS]; six on 5 November [NB]. Presumably bred, but no evidence 

recorded. 

 

COOT 

1981-1992 Resident 

1993  Present all year. Maximum 13 on 30 October 

1994  Present all year. Maximum 10 on 31 January. At least two pairs bred raising 3 

broods. 

1995 Present all year. Maximum 19 on 28 December. At least two pairs bred raising 3 

broods.  

1996 Present all year. Maximum 21 on 2 March. At least three pairs bred raising 6 broods. 

1997 Present all year. Maximum 23 on 11 January. At least three pairs bred raising 5 

broods. 

1998  Present all year. Maximum 25 on 15 August [NW}. At least six pairs bred raising 7 

broods. 

1999 Present all year. Maximum 16 on 11 September. At least four pairs bred raising 6 

broods. 

2000 Present all year. Maximum 14 on 2 September [NW]. Four to five pairs are thought 

to have raised seven or eight broods. On the whole numbers recorded probably 
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slightly less than last year, though breeding numbers probably similar or slightly 

higher. 

2001 Present all year. Maximum 25 on 16 June [NW]. Four pairs are thought to have bred 

and to have raised approximately 8 broods. First young seen on 28 April. Breeding 

numbers probably similar to last year and recorded maximum numbers slightly 

higher.  

2002 Present all year. Maximum 23 on 10 September [NW]. Five to seven pairs are 

thought to have bred and to have raised at least 8 broods. First young seen on 4 

May. Breeding numbers and counts probably similar to last year. 

2003 Present all year. Maximum 25 on 5 October [NW]. Five to ten pairs are thought to 

have bred and to have raised around 10 broods. The first young were seen on 3 

May. Breeding numbers and counts were similar to last year. A recently hatched 

young bird was seen to be picked from the water by a Lesser Black-backed Gull. 

2004 Present all year. Maximum 24 on 3 January [NW]. Five to ten pairs are thought to 

have bred and to have raised around 10 broods. The first young were seen on 8 

May. Breeding numbers and counts were similar to last year.   

2005 Present all year. Maximum 20 on 9 July [NW]. Five or more pairs are thought to 

have bred and to have raised around 8-9 broods. The first young were seen on 7 

May. Breeding numbers and counts slightly lower than last year. A Great Black-

backed Gull was seen apparently trying to take small chicks from the surface of the 

pond on 15 July. 

2006 Present all year. Maximum 17 on 5 January [NW]. Although two nests were noted 

no young birds were seen; the first time no successful breeding was recorded for 

many years. Numbers of birds in the second winter period were exceptionally low. 

2007 Present all year. Maximum 15 on 17 May [NW]. After a poor year in 2006 breeding 

numbers were similar to earlier years with an estimated four pairs rearing six 

broods. 

2008 Present all year. Maximum 11 on 2 May [NW], an estimated 2-4 pairs rearing four or 

more broods. 

2009 Present all year. Maximum 15 on 26 December at least two pairs breeding [NW]. 

First young seen on 9 May. 

2010 Present all year. Maximum 22 on 21 December [NW]. At least three pairs bred 

producing at least four broods. First young seen on 20 April. Slightly larger numbers 

than usual present in December 2010; possibly due to cold spell. 

2011 Present all year. Maximum 24 on 7 January and 15 on 3 November [NW]. At least 

three pairs bred producing at least four broods. 

2012 Present all year. Maximum 17 on 14 November. At least three pairs bred producing 

at least four broods. First young seen on 4 May.   
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2013 Present all year. Maximum counts of 19 on 3 January and 17 on 25 December. At 

least two pairs bred.  First young seen on 22 May. 

2014 Present all year. Maximum ten on 19 January [NB, ML]. Three visible nests on 1 

April [IB] but successful breeding was not proven and no fledglings were recorded. 

Numbers rose to maximum 21 on 15 December [SS] which could include young 

birds. 

2015 Maximum 17 on 9 February [NB] and numbers generally higher than last year. Two 

fledged young were first seen on 8 May [TE] and another three on 10 May [NB]. 

Maximum 22 on 12 December [NB] 

2016 Present all year with similar numbers to 2015. Maximum 14 on 14 February [NB] 

and 19 on 11 December [NB]. Fledged young were recorded on 28 April and 28 May 

[TE] suggesting at least two pairs bred successfully 

2017 Present all year with similar numbers to 2016. Maximum 15 on 18 January [TE] and 

14 on 9 November [NB]. Fledged young were recorded in May and July, suggesting 

at least two pairs bred successfully 

2018 Present all year with similar numbers to 2017. Maximum 14 on 28 January [NB] and 

15 on 9 December. Fledged young first seen on 20 May [IB] 

2019 Present all year, but numbers slightly lower than 2018. Maximum 12 on 10 February 

[NB]. Four young first seen on 9 June [NB] and thought to be about one week old. 

Maximum 14 on 1 December [NB] 

2020 Present all year, and numbers lower again than the previous year. Maximum 8 on 

23 February [NB] and 8 on 20 September [NB]. No fledglings were recorded and 

successful breeding was not proven. 

2021 Present all year, numbers similar to 2020. Maximum 7 on 21 January [NB]. Fledged 

young first seen on 2 May [NB]. Maximum eight on 12 December [NB] 

2022 Maximum nine on 10 January [NB]. Fledged young first seen on 5 June and another 

brood on 21 August [NB]. Maximum 20 (estimated) on 6 October [MS]. 

 

LITTLE GREBE 

1981 - 1992 No records. 

1993 No records. 

1994 No records. 

1995 Three present on 7 November and one on 18 November 

1996 One on 20 January [NW] 

1997 No records 

1998 No records 

1999 Single birds recorded on 20 November, 27 November, 15 December and 19  

 December. These probably refer to the same individual [NW]. 
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2000 Single birds present on 8 and 22 January [NW]; 25 January; 26 February and 4 

March [NW]; 13 March. These probably refer to the same individual recorded at the 

end of 1999. On 26 February the bird looked as though it may have been starting to 

nest [NW]. 

2001 A single bird recorded on 14 and 27 January, and 2 February [NW]. A second bird 

(or the same bird returning) was then seen on 26 August, 27 October, and 14 and 29 

December [NW] 

2002 Single birds recorded on nine dates between January and March (NW et al), then 28 

September, 10 November and 15 December [NW]. 

2003 Recorded in all months of the year, except August and October. One pair bred for 

the first time, raising four young birds which were first seen on 14 June [NW]) when 

already quite large; nest probably in fringing vegetation in the centre of the west side 

of the lake. 

2004 A single bird present throughout January to 6 March [NW] January and March and 

then from October to December. Two present on 12 November [NW]. One was 

recorded territorially trilling on 14 March [EB]. 

2005 One or two between January and March (NW et al), and then a single bird was 

present from 5 November to the end of the year [NW]. 

2006 Up to three between January and 3 April [NW] and then one or two from 26 October 

to the end of the year. 

2007 One or two between January and 23 March [NW] then one from 11 November to the 

end of the year. 

2008 One or two between January and 27 March (NW et al) then one or two from 13 

November to the end of the year [NW] 

2009 One or two between January and 4 April [NW] then one or two from 15 October to 

the end of the year. Maximum four birds present on 10 December [NW]. 

2010 One or two between January and 20 March [NW], with one heard displaying on 19 

February. Single bird then present on 24 November [NW] and 3 December [NW]. 

2011 One or two between January and 16 March [IB], with maximum three on 14 March 

[NW]. Then one or two again from 3 November [IB] to 31 December (NW et al) 

2012 One reported on twelve dates between 3 January and 8 March, with two on 13 

February [IB]. A single bird then again present from 6 November to 29 December 

[IB]. 

2013 One or two between January and 2 March (NW et al) and then one from 30 October 

to the end of the year (IB, NW) 

2014 One bird present on 21 and 29 January [IB] 

2015 DBR: Recorded as present but with no further details 

2016 One present on 3 October [IB]. 
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2017 One present on 16 November [ML] 

No records since. 

 

GREAT CRESTED GREBE 

1981-1990 Maximum four. 

1991 Known to have been present . 

1992 Birds were seen displaying in 1992 and may have bred. 

1993 A single pair raised two young in 1993. Maximum counts of 4 birds on 19 September 

and 3 October 

1994 Present throughout the year. Maximum of 6 (including 3 young) on 9 April [NW]. A 

pair present raised two broods. First seen on nest on 5 March with two small young 

first seen on 9 April (young seem to have dispersed by mid-June) Two young from 

second brood first seen 6 Sept. Two birds present till end of the year 

1995 Present throughout the year. Maximum of 4 (including 4 young) on 6 and 15 July 

[NW]. Adults may have been flushed from nest on 18 June by anglers in The 

Sanctuary, 

though generally few people seem to venture into this area. 

1996 Present throughout the year. Maximum of 8 (including 4 young) on 12 October. 

Birds were seen displaying in February and one bird was apparently on a nest on 23 

March. However first young were not seen until 25 August (when still young  

 enough to ride on the back of its parent). It is thought two pairs have raised 

 (late) broods of three and one young respectively. Nesting probably took place in 

the reedbed in The Sanctuary side of the pond which seems relatively undisturbed. 

From mid-November onwards a maximum of only 4 birds were present. 

1997 Present throughout the year, usually one to four birds. Maximum six on 6 July.  

 Courtship recorded from 27 January with first young seen on 28 March (probably  

 already a week or two old). Small young riding on the parent’s back were also seen 

on 29 May (three birds) and 7 August, it is thought that one pair reared two broods, 

each of two young, the nest probably being in The Sanctuary area. A second pair 

probably raised a single young. 

1998 Present throughout the year. Maximum of six on 7 July included 4 young. One pair 

 reared two broods. Bird first seen on nest (in The Sanctuary) on 20 February. First 

 young (four birds) were seen on 7 June. It is thought initial nesting attempt was  

 washed out by flooding / heavy rain. Second brood (three young) first seen on 12 

 September, young already quite large. Most young thought to have fledged. 

1999 Present throughout the year. Maximum of 8 (including 4 young) on 14 April. Two 

pairs nested (one in The Sanctuary). First small young seen on the water on 2 April. 

There seems to have been some interaction between two pairs when two birds were 
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seen pointing heads at each other and screeching on 3 May. Second pair 

(apparently nesting near disabled fishing platform along Stinsford Road had four 

young on 5 May [NW]. Both broods seem to have disappeared by 29 May. One pair 

seemed to have a second brood (with four young small enough to ride on parents 

back on 4 July. At least two of these young birds were present until 13 September 

2000 Present most, if not all year (no records made in August) - maximum number 

 recorded 6 on various dates. Courtship was seen on 19 February and 2 pairs were 

thought to be present on 17 March [NW]. Two broods (each probably of four young) 

were raised. Young first seen on 29 April (first brood) and 10 September (second 

brood) - may have been two broods from one pair. At least one of the young fledged 

and was seen preparing to fly off on 7 November [NW] Two birds were seen giving 

courtship display on 31 December. 

2001 Present all year – maximum 9 on 7 September. Breeding confirmed with two pairs 

thought to have raised two broods each (at least 9 young hatched in all). First young 

seen on 28 March and young of last brood first seen on 11 August. One nest near in 

fishing platform on south east side of pond (other may have been in sanctuary area). 

2002 Present all year - maximum number recorded 4. Birds were recorded courting in 

 February and nest building in April (nest in sanctuary). However, only one record of 

young birds was made (one or more very small young riding on the back of the 

 parent bird on 7 April). This suggests only one pair definitely bred and the young 

may not have survived. The numbers also suggest that two pairs may have been 

present till the summer but possibly only one pair from then on. This would be the 

poorest performance for some years. 

2003 Present all year - maximum number recorded 5. Birds were recorded courting from 

late January. Two pairs were probably present and two broods, each of at least two 

 young, definitely hatched. The young of these broods were first seen on 27 April 

and 5 October (young quite large by then) – so it is possible that one of the pairs 

raised both broods. Survival of young was better than last year with one definitely 

fledged from first brood and one or both of the second brood may also have 

survived. One of the breeding Mute Swans was seen to strike at one of the young 

grebes with its bill when the young bird swam too close; however, it dived and 

evaded the Swan’s beak. 

2004 Present all year - maximum number recorded 4.  Birds were recorded courting from 

early February. One or possibly two pairs were present; with one nest in sanctuary 

area on edge of pond. First young seen on 19 May, though only one brood recorded 

and probably a single bird fledged 
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2005 Present all year - maximum number recorded 5 (including young birds).  One pair 

bred (nest probably in sanctuary on edge of pond). First young seen on 29 May, 

though only one brood recorded; two or three young probably fledged. 

2006 Present for much of the year, although no birds recorded between early August and 

mid-November (the first time for many years the bird has apparently been absent 

 from the site). A pair bred but only one young was seen and this is thought not to 

have survived for long; more details given below. A pair was present in the early part 

of the year with courting seen in February and March and a possible nest in the 

sanctuary area noted on 25 March. Three adults were often present in the first 

winter period to early spring with two apparently fighting on 3 April and five adults 

were present on 7 April (as two pairs and one single bird). Three adults were also 

seen on three dates in early May to early June. A bird was seen building a nest on 

an “island” of floating vegetation on 21 April and a bird was regularly seen sitting 

until 26 May; when (after heavy rain) it was thought the nest might have been 

washed out. The nest was occupied again mid-June to mid-July and a single very 

small youngster was seen on the back of the adult on 16 July. However, this was the 

only record of young and it is assumed it did not survive long. 

2007 Present throughout the year. Two pairs were present during the breeding season 

and two broods (of three and one young) hatched and probably fledged.  It is 

possible that both broods were produced by one pair. More details are given below. 

Birds were observed courting in late January and a nest on the south-west corner of 

the pond (near the fishing platform) was in evidence by the 10 March and had young 

in it by the 5 April. The three young from this brood were present until at least mid-

June and probably fledged. The second nest, on the east side of the pond in the 

sanctuary area, was not noticed until early July and a single young bird was first 

noticed in mid-August and was still present in mid-October. Two to four birds were 

then recorded until the end of the year, with courtship seen on 13 December. 

2008 Present throughout the year. Up to five birds in the early part of the year and three 

adults were present during the early part of the breeding season (up to the end of 

March) and two broods (of three and two young) were hatched; both broods were 

probably produced by one pair. More details are given below. The same nest site 

was used for both broods, situated in the reeds on the edge of the  south-west side 

of the pond (within the sanctuary area). The nest was occupied from the middle of 

February and the first young (the brood of two) seen on 9 April. The three young of 

the second brood were first seen on 26 July. Two birds were recorded as present 

from middle of October to the end of the year. 

2009 Present throughout the year; one pair bred. Up to six birds were present in the early 

part of the year and four adults were present during the breeding season.  A single 
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brood of two young was raised and a second nesting attempt may have been 

washed out by heavy rain in June. The nest site was in the reeds on the edge of the 

south-west side of the pond (within the sanctuary area). The nest was occupied from 

early March and the first young (the brood of two) seen on 11 April. One to three 

birds were recorded as present from middle of October to the end of the year. 

2010 Present throughout most of the year, though no birds seen in very cold spell right at 

the end of the year (last recorded on 15 December). Two pairs were present for 

most of year and one is thought to have had two broods, though the first brood may 

not have survived to fledge. First young were seen on 11 May and the second brood 

was first noted on 11 August [NW]. 

2011 Present throughout the year, and six adults were present on 19 March when 

territorial display was noted [NW] suggesting three pairs might be present. One pair 

were seen carrying fledged young on 6 May [NW]. Another pair with small young 

was seen on 7 July [NW] and one young survived until at least 22 September. Five 

birds were present throughout December [NW]. 

2012 Four adults were present for much of the year, probably representing two pairs with 

one pair raising one young. However no young were seen until a single bird on 12 

October [NW] which must have hatched within the preceding two weeks or so. This 

bird was still being fed by its parents into December and is believed to have fledged. 

A pollution incident in November resulted in one bird being removed by the RSPCA 

and others possibly departing. The treated bird did not survive. 

2013 Present throughout the year with a record seven adult birds present on 22 May 

[NW]. Despite courtship behaviour in spring suggesting three pairs on the pond, no 

young were seen and it is thought no breeding took place. Two or three birds were 

present until the end of the year. 

2014 Two birds present throughout the year, occasionally four in November – December. 

Probably two resident pairs but there is no evidence of breeding, successful or 

otherwise. 

2015 One pair bred successfully, fledging two young on 10 May [NB] but these were not 

seen after the end of July and probably did not survive. 

2016 DBR: One pair bred successfully, raising three juveniles. A second pair did not 

appear to raise any young, though three young fledglings were seen on 28 August 

(CLW) that may represent a second brood. 

2017 Two pairs resident as usual, and two young were first seen on 3 March [IB]. One 

stripey juvenile still with adults on 15 September [ML] and 16 December [IB] 

2018 Ian Ballam: we had a very early breeding family. They were first seen with 2 

"humbugs" on 5 Feb and ended up successfully rearing three youngsters. The date 

meant that the eggs were probably laid on 1 January and back then out of c500 date 
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records at BTO only one recorded an earlier "laying" date which was 14 December. 

Two juveniles were still present on 6 November (ClW) 

2019 Two pairs probably nested as usual. One pair was seen with three fledglings on 1 

May (TC) but these were not seen again and may not have survived long. 

2020 Two pairs probably nested as usual, but there is no evidence of breeding success. 

One exceptional record suggests 12 birds were present on 29 August, presumably 

including up to 8 young? 

2022 Two pairs were seen nesting in April, May, and August but there is no evidence of 

breeding success. Up to four birds (two pairs) seen on most visits from September 

to December. 

 

OYSTERCATCHER 

1996  One flew north over the Pond on 14 December [NW] 

1997 One flying around the Pond on 15 November [NW] 

2013 One flying over calling during a cold spell on 22 January [TE]; one nearby over 

Waterloo Road on 31 May [NW]; one flying over on 4 September [NW] and one 

flying round the pond on 1 November [IB]. 

No records since. 

 

AVOCET 

1997 Three turned up among a flock of 3,000 Black-headed Gulls when the pond was 

frozen over on 11 January. Large numbers (200+) were also present at nearby 

Holes Bay at the same time [NW]. 

 

LAPWING 

1995 A flock of 75 birds were seen flying south over the pond during cold weather on 28 

December [NW]. 

1997 Single birds flying over on 25 January [NW] and 30 April. 

1998 Large flock of 90 birds overhead on 23 September [JL]. 

1999 Three birds were seen flying north on 11 July [NW]. 

2006 Singles on 4 and 5 February [NW]. 

2010 Two flying over on 3 December NW]. This was in one of the cold spells which were 

a feature of December. 

2018 Two flying over on 3 March [TE]. 

 No records since. 

 

LITTLE RINGED PLOVER 
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1981-1992 Recorded in the area in the 1970s / 80s when a number of ponds were present 

together with large areas of bare and disturbed ground. 

One record from 26 – 29 May 1988 [DBR]. 

No records since 

 

WHIMBREL 

1996 A single bird was seen on the waste ground opposite the pond on 5 May [NW] 

No records since 

 

CURLEW 

1995 One flew south over the pond on 6 May. No observer recorded. 

1996 Single birds reported flying over on 20 January [NW] and 10 February [NW] 

1998 One flew around the pond and then away eastwards on 9 May [NW] 

No records since 

 

BLACK-TAILED GODWIT 

1994 A flock of 20 flew north over the pond on 3 September, returning south shortly 

afterwards (ND). Eight birds flew over on 8 September (ND) 

2004 Twenty flying over the pond on 13 August [NW]. 

2007 Four flew over on 14 September and circle around as if looking to land but then 

were lost behind trees [NW]. 

2008 Twenty-eight flew over on 22 November and circled around as if looking to land but 

then flew off to the north [NW]. 

2010 A flock of around 50 flying over on 6 January [SR]; one standing on ice on 7 January 

[TE] and ten circling around pond on 23 December (Dorset Bird Club website). 

2011 45 birds flew over on 3 November [NW] 

2022 An exceptional flock of at least 100 birds flew over the pond in the early evening on 

21 November [IB] 

 

BAR-TAILED GODWIT 

2015 One on 27 September [NB] 

2016 Six on 12 June [NB] 

No records since. 

 

WOODCOCK 

2004 EB saw one at 6.57 pm on 14 October flying around north end of pond. This is only 

the second known recent record*. However, a third record has come to light for a 
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previous year (Andy Humber via EB) of an bird injured when it flew into the living 

room of a house in Poole, the bird being subsequently released at Hatch Pond. 

2008 One flushed from the north end of the lake on 6 March [NW]. 

2010 Three recorded on 9 January by a visiting photographer (Mike Coleman) 

No records since 

 

JACK SNIPE 

1996 One bird reported, but no further details [EB] 

2006 Two reported present on 12 and 18 November [BIRDGUIDES] 

2009 One present [AC] 

2010 A single record on 9 January made by a visiting photographer (Mike Coleman) 

2011 One bird reported present on the area of cleared reeds on 12 December [IL] 

2018 One present on 3 March [TE] seen again the following day [NW] 

 

SNIPE 

1981-1992 Small numbers record autumn / winter 1990, Maximum three on 9 February. 

1993 Single birds recorded on five dates during the winter. 

1994  Small numbers on six occasions autumn / winter. Maximum three on 5 November 

[NW]. 

1995 Recorded on four dates from February to April and in November. Maximum three on 

4 February [NW]. 

1996 Recorded on 13 dates until 15 April, often up to ten birds. Maximum 16 on 16 March 

on a bar at the north end of the pond [NW]. Also one or two birds recorded on four 

dates from 10 October to the end of the year. 

1997 Recorded on five dates January to February. Maximum 6 on 26 January [SR]; 

singles on 17 and 22 March, 26 September and 6 December [NW]. Two on 13 

December. 

1998 Single birds on 7 February [NW], 21 November [NW] and 12 December [NW]. 

Maximum 10 on 9 February [SR]. 

1999 Single birds on eight dates in February, March, September, November and 

December. Maximum two on 20 February [NW]. 

2000 Recorded on five dates - 8, 28 and 31 January, 4 November and 31 December [NW] 

- all single birds except 5 on 28 January (ND) and 2 on 31 December 

2001 Recorded on 18 dates January - March and October - December. Usually one to a 

few birds but the following counts were higher than usual: 10 on 27 January, 44 on 

10 March and 12 on 7 December. Birds usually seen in flight or amongst well 

vegetated fringes of pond where large numbers of birds could be concealed.  

Number of records and maximum numbers recorded higher than last year. 
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2002 Recorded on 7 dates January - April, October and December. Usually one to a few 

birds but the following counts were higher than usual: 8 on 12 January and 5 on 

19th January. Birds usually seen in flight or amongst well vegetated fringes of pond 

where large numbers of birds could be concealed. 

2003 Recorded on 15 dates January - April, September and November-December.  

Usually one to a few birds but the following counts were higher than usual: 15 on 24 

January, 6 on 1 February, 12 on 29 November, 61 around end of November (EB via 

Shaun Robson) and 11 on 20 December. Birds usually seen in flight or amongst well 

vegetated fringes of pond where large numbers of birds could be concealed.   

2004 Recorded on 16 dates January - February, April and October-December. Usually 1 

to 12 birds seen around edge of pond but EB had high counts of birds exiting a 

roost: 46 on 1 January, 29 on 21 November and 60 on 26 December 

2005 Recorded on 16 dates January - April and October-December. Usually 1 to a few 

birds seen around edge of pond but higher counts of up to 19 (on 29 January and 5 

February) recorded occasionally. EB recorded the following counts of birds leaving 

the daytime roost at dusk:  51 on 13 February, 16 on 25 February, 16 on 17 March 

and 6 on 20 October; numbers of birds may well have been higher but weather 

conditions made accurate counts difficult. 

2006 Recorded on 21 dates January – March, July, September-December. One to a few 

birds often seen but sometimes larger numbers visible on the ground /in flight or 

counted by EB/TE leaving the site at dusk (including maximum count of 80 – 89 

flying out on 20 December [EB]. Management work to cut channels in the main area 

of reeds has made the species easier to see. 

2007 Recorded January-April and September-December. A handful of birds often seen 

but sometimes larger numbers visible on the ground or counted by EB/TE leaving 

the site at dusk. These are birds leaving their day-time roost (usually in the reeds) 

and most go north in non-frosty weather or towards Poole Harbour in colder 

weather. High counts included: 50 around edge of pond on 3 February and the 

following dusk counts made by EB: 80 leaving the site between 17.38 hrs and 18.00 

hrs on 4 February; 47 leaving the site (in difficult counting conditions) on 18 

February; 19 leaving the site on 8 April and 21 leaving the site on 12 November  

(mostly flying towards the south-west ie towards Poole Harbour – probably due to 

inland frost). Management work to cut channels in the main area of reeds has made 

the species much easier to see. 

2008 Recorded January-April and October-December. A handful of birds often seen but 

sometimes larger numbers visible on the ground or counted by EB/TE leaving the 

site at dusk.  
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2009 Recorded January-April and October-December. A handful of birds often seen but 

sometimes larger numbers visible around the edge of the pond. These numbers do 

not include any counts of birds leaving the site at dusk. Maximum 50 on 18 January. 

2010 Recorded January-April and October-December. A handful of birds often visible 

around the edge of the pond but totals present may have been higher with birds not 

visible within the reedbeds. These numbers do not include any counts of birds 

leaving the site at dusk. Maximum 20 on 9 January 

2011 One bird recorded on 17 April [IB] but significantly more later in the year, including 

19 birds on 23 November [IB] 

2012 Recorded January-April (including 30 on 11 January [IB] and October-December. A 

handful of birds often visible around the edge of the pond but totals present may 

have been much higher with birds not visible within the reedbeds. Counts of 50 on 

10 March [EB] and 80 on 20 October [ML] were probably evening counts of birds 

leaving the site.  

2013 Recorded January-April and October-December. A handful of birds often visible 

around the edge of the pond but totals present may have been much higher with 

birds not visible within the reedbeds. Maximum count on 20 December [IB]. It is not 

known if any counts were made of birds leaving the site at dusk. 

2014 Present until 15 April [IB], with maximum 13 on 1 February [ML]. Present again from 

21 October [IB], with maximum of 58 counted leaving the daytime roost early 

evening on 16 December [IB]. 

2015 An exceptional year for this species. Up to 13 birds present until 9 April [TE] with at 

least 100 present throughout January and February. Maximum 141 birds at roost in 

January (B). Five recorded from 11 October [NB] and at least 30 on 23 November 

[TE]. 

2016 Maximum 60 on 12 January [IB] and 23 on 9 December [NW] 

2017 Maximum 21 on 18 January [TE] and 23 on 16 November [IB]. 

2018 Numbers significantly reduced this year. Maximum of only 6 in February and March. 

2019 Maximum 31 on 26 January (PR) and 40 on 7 February [IB]. 

2020 12 birds present on 19 January is the only record from the beginning of the year [IB] 

and only a single bird was recorded on 19 November [IB] 

2021 Just two records this year – six birds leaving at dusk on 7 February [NW], and two 

on 16 December [NW] 

2022 Three records (each of a single bird) in October, November [IB] and December [NB] 

 

GREEN SANDPIPER 

1981-1992 No records. 

1993 Thought to have been recorded this year but details are not known. 



84 

 

2007 One on 25 November [TE] and one on 20 December [EB] were the only definite 

records (though EB has heard mimicry by great tit and the species may be present 

more often than thought previously). 

2008 One was reported on 6 January. 

2009 One was reported on 12 December [BIRDGUIDES] 

2010 Two records one on 21 December flying around pond as if trying to find somewhere 

and landing briefly in Elborn’s Cut [SD] and on 5 December [DBC]. 

2011 One seen to fly off on 28 October [NW] 

2012 One flying over on 2 December [NW]. 

2013 One seen to fly off on 1 September [TE] 

No records since 

 

COMMON SANDPIPER 

1995 One at the north end of the Pond on 3 May 

1996 One flying around the Pond on 26 August [NW] 

1997 No records. 

1998 No records. 

1999 Two were present on 21 August [NW] 

2000 One on 9 May [SR]. 

2001 Two on 28 April [NW]. 

2002 No records 

2003 No records 

2004 Two on 23 April and three on 30 April [NW] 

2005 Two on 6 September [NW] 

2006 On every approachable bird along the Hatch Ppnd Road bank on 25 April [NW] 

2007 No records. 

2008 Singles on 14 April [TE] and 26 April [NW]. 

2009 No records 

2010 Singles on 21 April [NW] and 7 July [NW] 

2011 Four together on 13 April [SR] and one on 2 May [IB] 

2012 Two on 24 April [NW] and singles on 4 May and 5 November. 

2013 No records 

2014 No records 

2015 Two on 14 April [GW] 

2016 One on 18 April [TE] 

2017 One on 3 August [GW] 

2018 Two on 17 May [GW/IB] 

No records since 
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REDSHANK 

1992 Present on 6 December [AC via eB] 

1993  First record of one bird on 22 November 

2007 One on 24 April and 1 May, possibly the same bird (DBC) 

2012 One 0n 7 February [IB] 

2018 One on 5 February [IB] 

2021 One at midday on 24 July [NB] 

 

GREENSHANK 

2022 First record. One on 18 December 2022 [RG] 

 

BLACK-HEADED GULL 

1981-1992 Flocks often present, especially in autumn and winter, with others flying overhead. 

Maximum 400 in December 1991 [SS]. 

1993 Flocks often present, especially in autumn and winter, with others flying overhead. 

Maximum 350 on 22 November 

1994 Flocks often present, especially in autumn and winter, with others flying overhead. 

Maximum 300 in January [NW], up to 1000 on 8 February [SS] and 450 on 17 

December. 

1995 Flocks often present, especially in autumn and winter, with others flying overhead 

especially during morning visits. Maximum 400 on 2 December. 

1996 Flocks often present, especially in autumn and winter, with others flying overhead 

especially during morning visits. Maximum 300 on 3 February and 250 on 27 July, 

including birds on nearby factory roofs [NW]. 

1997 Flocks often present, especially in autumn and winter, with others flying overhead 

especially during morning visits. Maximum 1000 on 29 November and 3 December, 

all overhead. Large count of at least 3000 birds present on the frozen pond on 11 

January [NW]. 

1998 Present throughout the year if not actually settled on Pond. 10 were seen walking on 

water lilies in May. Significantly lower counts (rarely more than 100 birds), except 

maximum present 1000 on 5 December [NW]. One young bird on water lilies on 4 

July. 

1999 Present throughout the year, overhead if not actually settled on Pond. Maximum 200 

on 11 March [NW] and 288 on 13 November [NW]. 

2000 Recorded in all months of the year. Larger numbers present on the pond in winter, 

especially very cold weather. Maximum 250 when the pond was half frozen on 28 

January [NW]. The fixing of a model owl to the roof of a nearby office unit may have 
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reduced numbers roosting on nearby roofs. Exceptional winter maximum of 600 (all 

on the water) on 31 December [NW] 

2001 Recorded in all months of the year. Highest numbers recorded on pond when water 

completely or partially frozen. Maximum 275 on 22 December 

2002 Recorded in all months of the year, with maximum counts of birds actually on the 

pond given below 150 on 21 December 

2003 Recorded in all months of the year, with maximum counts of birds actually on the 

pond 550 birds on pond on 12 January was when the pond was part frozen).   

2004 Recorded in all months of the year, with maximum counts of birds actually on the 

pond 150 on 12 February 

2005 Recorded in all months of the year, with maximum counts of birds actually on the 

pond given below. From July to September inclusive no records made of birds on 

the pond but overlying birds usually present. Numbers on water were higher in 

winter. Sometimes recorded on nearby roofs (with counts of up to 103 birds).  A sick 

bird, apparently unable to fly was seen on 13 May and birds were seen taking bread 

thrown by visitors for the ducks. Maximum 200 on 17 December 

2006 Recorded in all months of the year, with maximum counts of birds actually on/near 

the pond given below. In July no records made of birds on the pond but overlying 

birds usually present. Numbers on water were higher in winter. Sometimes recorded 

on nearby roofs and birds were seen taking bread thrown by visitors for the ducks. 

Maximum 190 on 27 December 

2007 Recorded in all months of the year, with maximum counts of birds actually on/near 

the pond given below. In June and August no records made of birds on the pond but 

overlying birds usually present.  Numbers on water were higher in winter. 

Sometimes recorded on nearby roofs and birds were seen taking bread thrown by 

visitors for the ducks. Largest numbers recorded when pond part frozen. Maximum 

293 on 21 December 

2008 Recorded in all months of the year, with maximum recorded counts of birds on/near 

the pond (including nearby roofs) given below. In June and August no records made 

of birds on the pond but overlying birds usually present. Numbers on water were 

higher in winter. Birds were seen taking bread thrown by visitors for the ducks.  

Largest numbers recorded when pond part frozen. Maximum 250 on 28 December 

2009 Recorded in all months of the year, with maximum recorded counts of birds on/near 

the pond (including nearby roofs) given below. Maximum 150 on 3 January 

2010 Recorded in all months of the year, with maximum recorded counts of birds on/near 

the pond (including nearby roofs) given below. Small flocks were seen feeding on 

the mown grass and road verges at the end of May and beginning of July and 
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relatively large numbers were recorded on the frozen pond in December 2010. 

Maximum 310 on 9 January 

2011 Recorded in all months of the year with higher numbers in winter. Maximum 253 on 

5 February [NW] 

2012 Recorded in all months of the year with higher numbers in winter. Maximum 154 on 

9 February: significantly lower than most previous years. 

2013 Recorded in all months of the year with higher numbers in winter. Maximum 100 on 

12 March [IB]. 

2014 Recorded in small numbers throughout the year. Maximum counts of 60 on 23 

March [IB] and 75 in October [NB] 

2015 Recorded in small numbers throughout the year. Maximum counts of 65 in February 

[NB], 50 in April [NB] and 80 in December [NB] 

2016 Up to 30 present throughout the year; maximum of at least 50 throughout January 

(NB, IB) 

2017 Maximum 55 on January 15 [NB]; 121 on 3 March [NB] and 70 on 29 October 

2018 Maximum 30 on 11 February [NB]; at least 50 on 8 July [NB] and 30 on 29 

December 

2019 A slight increase in previous years, with counts of 40 in January, 50 in February 

through to April [NB] and 30 throughout December 

2020 Present throughout the year but again in smaller numbers. Maximum 30 on 3 March 

[NB] 

2021 Recorded in small numbers throughout the year. Maximum counts of 50 on 7 

February and 28 November [NB]. 

2022 Recorded in small numbers throughout the year. Maximum 80 on 20 February [NB] 

and 200 (mostly flying over) on 22 November [MS] 

 

LITTLE GULL 

2013 One present around 10am on 20 October [IB] 

 

MEDITERRANEAN GULL 

1981-1992 A good series of records, all thought to refer to single birds: 

28 February and 19 December 1982; 18 July 1990 (a juvenile); 9 and 12 December 

1991. A single bird also reported on 23 December 1992 (NH) 

1993 Single bird present on 23 January, then also single adults on 8 February, 24 

November [SR] and 23 December [SR] 

1994 One flying north with Black-headed Gulls on 7 August. 

1995 No records. 

1996 One first winter bird on 6 January (PD) 
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1997 A single adult present on 1 January [NW] and another reported to wardens on 14 

January. Also a single adult overhead on 30 April [NW]. 

1998 Single adult recorded 28 and 30 January [SR], 16 and 19 November [SR] and 5 

December [JL] 7 December [SR] 

1999 No records. 

2000 One adult on 31 January [SR]. 

2001 No records. 

2002 An adult on 4 November [SR], and another on 10 November 

2003 An adult on 24 January was the only record. 

2004 No records. 

2005 No records. 

2006 No records. 

2007 One second summer bird on 20 May [TE] and an adult on 23 November. 

2008 One adult bird on 22 November. 

2009 No records. 

2010 One reported around 30 January, one adult on 5 February and on 19 March [TE]. 

2011 Single birds overhead on 16 and 18 October 

2012 No records. 

2013 One adult on 12 March and two adults on 2 April. 

2014 Singles on 4 April [NW] and 9 June [IB] 

2015 One overhead on 3 March [IB] and 2 on 16 April [TE]. 

2016 No records. 

2017 Four overhead on 3 March [IB] 

2018 No records. 

2019 No records. 

2020 No records. 

2021 One overhead on 4 March 

2022 No records. 

 

COMMON GULL 

1981-1992 Small numbers recorded in 1991 

1993 Maximum 25 on 22 November 

1994 Small numbers in January and December. Maximum 20 on 8 February [SS] and 8 

on 22 December [NW]. 

1995 Small numbers record in March, July and December. Maximum 19 on 12 December 

during cold weather [SS] 

1996 Small numbers January to February and November to December. Maximum 12 on 

18 December, except large count of 50 present on 29 December [JL] 
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1997 Small numbers January / February, maximum 30 on 1 January [NW]; and November 

– December with maximum 3 on 6 December. 

1998 Small numbers January / February; and November / December. Maximum 10 on 5 

December [NW]. 

1999 Small numbers January to February and November to December. Maximum 8 on 13 

November (5 on Pond and 3 on nearby roofs – NW), then exceptional counts of 20 

on 16 November [JL} and 50 on 20 December [JL] 

2000 Small numbers recorded on pond with Black Headed Gulls January to April (with 

one record in September) and November-December.  May have been present 

amongst large number of over-flying gulls on other occasions. Maximum 10 on 28 

January [NW]. 

2001 Small numbers recorded on pond with Black Headed Gulls January to March and 

November-December. May have been present amongst large number of over-flying 

gulls on other occasions. Maximum 5 on 22 December was when pond was part 

frozen. 

2002 Small numbers (up to three) recorded on pond with Black Headed Gulls January to 

March and October-December. May have been present amongst large number of 

over-flying gulls on other occasions.  

2003 Small numbers (Maximum 10 on 12 January when the pond was part frozen) 

recorded on pond with Black Headed Gulls January to April, August and October-

December. May have been present amongst large number of over-flying gulls on 

other occasions. 

2004 Small numbers (maximum 10 on 28 February) recorded on pond with Black Headed 

Gulls January to March, and October-December. May have been present amongst 

large number of over-flying gulls on other occasions.  

2005 Small numbers (maximum 9 on 12 February and 26 November) recorded on pond 

with Black Headed Gulls January to March, and October-December. May have been 

present amongst large number of over-flying gulls on other occasions.  

2006 Small numbers (maximum 8 on 26 January) recorded on pond with Black Headed 

Gulls January to March, August, and October to December. May have been present 

amongst large number of over-flying gulls on other occasions.  

2007 Small numbers (maximum 14 on 11 November) recorded on pond with Black 

Headed Gulls January to April and 28 October to December. May have been 

present amongst large number of over-flying gulls on other occasions.  

2008 Small numbers (maximum 6) recorded on pond with Black Headed Gulls January to 

March and October (from 24) to December. May have been present amongst large 

number of over-flying gulls on other occasions. 
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2009 Small numbers (maximum 8) recorded on pond with Black Headed Gulls January to 

March and November (from15) to December. May have been present amongst large 

number of over-flying gulls on other occasions. 

2010 Small numbers (maximum 18) recorded on pond with Black Headed Gulls January 

to March and October to December. May have been present amongst large number 

of over-flying gulls on other occasions. 

2011 Present in March, October and November [IB] with also an unseasonal record on 31 

July [IB] 

2012 Small numbers (maximum 15) recorded on pond with Black Headed Gulls January 

to March and October to December. May have been present amongst large number 

of over-flying gulls on other occasions. 

2013 Small numbers (maximum 4) recorded on pond with Black Headed Gulls January to 

March and October to December. May have been present amongst large number of 

over-flying gulls on other occasions. 

2014 Small numbers present January – March and September – December [IB]. 

2015 Small numbers present January – March, maximum 8 on New Year’s Day [NB]. 

Small numbers then present from October to December, with once again an 

unseasonal record on 21 July [IB] 

2016 Maximum two until 3 April [NB], then present again from October – December [IB] 

2017 Maximum three on 18 January [TE] 

2018 Small numbers present January – March and September – December; maximum 4 

on 1 November [TE] 

2019 Small numbers present January – February and November – December 

2020 Only recorded in January, August (unseasonal) and November [IB] 

2021 Small numbers present January – February and November – December 

2022 Two records from January of single birds, then three each on 21 and 28 August 

[NB]; maximum four when the pond was partially frozen on 13 December [MS] 

 

GREAT BLACK-BACKED GULL 

1981-1992 Large group of 34 birds recorded on 26 December 1982 

1993 Two present on 22 November. 

1994 One flying over on 4 January 

1995 Single birds on 11 May and 15 July. Maximum 120 birds present on 28 December 

following cold weather. 

1996 Singles present on 7 and 17 January [NW], and 15 June [NW]. Probably more flying 

over. 

1997 Small number (maximum 3) in January, and singles in May and July [NW]. Larger 

numbers thought to fly over. 
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1998 One or two recorded on seven dates February to April, June / July and December. 

1999 Just one record of a single bird on 2 January [NW], but presumed to be among 

larger numbers of gulls that fly over regularly. 

2000 Two present on 28 January [NW], then singles on 1 April, 6 May and 29 July - 

mostly flying over. May have been present in larger numbers amongst the gull flocks 

which overfly the site. 

2001 Four definite records, all noted as single birds flying over the pond (16 March, 7 

April, 26 May and 22 December). May have been present in larger numbers 

amongst the gull flocks which regularly over-fly the pond. 

2002 One or two noted on 13 dates January - April, June - August and December. Usually 

recorded as birds flying over but occasionally as birds settled on pond.  May also 

have been present in larger numbers amongst the gull flocks which regularly over-fly 

the pond 

2003 One or two noted on 14 dates January -March, May, and November-December. 

Usually recorded as birds flying over but occasionally as birds settled on pond.  May 

also have been present in larger numbers amongst the gull flocks which regularly 

over-fly the pond. 

2004 Small numbers (usually one or two) noted on eight dates January -March, May-July, 

and October-November 2004. Usually recorded as birds flying over but occasionally 

as birds settled on pond. May also have been present in larger numbers amongst 

the gull flocks which regularly over-fly the pond. 

2005 Small numbers (usually one or two) noted on 8 dates January -March, May, July and 

December 2005. Usually recorded as birds flying over but occasionally as birds 

settled on pond. May also have been present in larger numbers amongst the gull 

flocks which regularly over-fly the pond. 

2006 One to three noted in January - February, April - May, July-August and October 

2006. Often recorded as birds flying over but occasionally as birds settled on pond. 

May also have been present in larger numbers amongst the gull flocks which 

regularly over-fly the pond. 

2007 One or two noted in March - May and November 2007. May also have been present 

in larger numbers amongst the gull flocks which regularly over-fly the pond. 

2008 One to three birds noted in January-February, May and November 2008. May also 

have been present in larger numbers amongst the gull flocks which regularly over-fly 

the pond. 

2009 One to five birds noted in January-March and July 2009. 

2010 One or two birds noted in January, April and December 2010.  On 28th April 2010 a 

bird was seen apparently flying at a Great Crested Grebe and a Coot which were on 

the surface of the pond. 
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2011 Single birds present on eight occasions between April and July, then November – 

December [IB] 

2012 Single birds present throughout in January and February, then occasionally in 

March, April and May. Present again from July to the end of the year [IB]. Many of 

these records may refer to the same individual. 

2013 Single birds present throughout the year, except no records in September and 

October [IB]. Many of these records may refer to the same individual. 

2014 Single bird present throughout February and March. Two birds present on 16 [NW] 

and 30 March [NB]. Single birds on three dates in May, July and August [NB] and 

throughout December [IB]. 

2015 Single birds present throughout January – April and then occasionally from May into 

July. Three birds on 12 and 26 April [NB]. Single bird then present again from 17 

October until the end of the year [IB]. Many of these records may refer to the same 

individual. 

2016 Two on 19 February [NB] and four on 14 [NB]. One (occasionally two) present 

between April and July (none recorded in June) but then none until a single bird was 

recorded on 24 December [NB]. 

2017 One (occasionally two) present until 18 June [NB], then one recorded on two dates 

in November [IB] 

2018 Recorded on single dates in January, March and May, with a maximum of 5 together 

on 18 March [NB]. Thereafter just one record of a single bird on 4 December [IB]. 

2019 Single birds recorded in February, May and June (NB, IB) 

2020 No records. 

2021 Two present on 17 January and 4 April [NB], also 20 June and 29 August [NB]. One 

bird present on 2 December [IB] 

2022 One bird recorded present on several occasions January –May and into July [NB]. 

One, presumably the same bird (identified as a sub-adult in its fourth calendar-year)) 

present occasionally in November and December 

 

ICELAND GULL 

2000 A first-winter bird was present for three minutes at 2pm on 20 January - it then flew 

towards Poole Harbour [SR]. Presumably the same bird was seen at the Pond again 

on 22 January [SR, IL]. 

No records since 

 

HERRING GULL 

1993 Occasional records. Maximum 10 on 22 November 

1994 Maximum 100 on 15 October 
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1995 Maximum 20 on 28 December. 

1996 Small numbers (often just one or two birds) recorded throughout the year. 

An injured juvenile bird was removed on 10 September 

1997 Small numbers (often just one or two birds) recorded throughout the year. Maximum 

6 on 11 January. 

1998 Small numbers recorded in all months (usually as flying over); probably present in 

larger numbers in gull flocks which overfly the site every day. 

1999 Small numbers recorded in all months (usually as flying over); probably present in 

larger numbers in gull flocks which overfly the site every day. 

2000 Small numbers recorded in all months (usually as flying over); probably present in 

larger numbers in gull flocks which overfly the site every day. 

2001 Small numbers recorded in all months (usually as flying over); probably present in 

larger numbers in gull flocks which over-fly the site every day; occasionally recorded 

on the pond. Maximum recorded 7 on part frozen pond on 22nd December. 

2002 Small numbers recorded in all months (except October) usually as birds flying over.  

Occasionally recorded on the pond and one on 3rd June sitting on a street lamp 

adjacent to the site. A sick bird was caught and removed on 27 March. 

2003 Small numbers recorded in all months (except September) often as birds flying over; 

10 on the pond on 1 February and 50 on a nearby roof on 5 December were the 

maximum numbers recorded. 

2004 Small numbers recorded in all months often as birds flying over; 33 on the pond on 

14 November was maximum number recorded. 

2005 Small numbers recorded in all months (except September) often as birds flying over; 

14 on the pond on 26 November was maximum number recorded. 

2006 Small numbers (maximum 23 on 18 January) recorded in all months. 

2007 Small numbers recorded in all months except July. A large count of 159 was 

recorded on 21 December when the pond was partially frozen. 

2008 Small numbers recorded in all months. Largest counts of birds on the pond were 40 

on 24 January and 37 on 28 December. 

2009 Small numbers recorded in most months. 

2010 Small numbers recorded in all months with up to 20 recorded on pond in the 

December cold spell. 

2011 Present throughout the year in varying numbers. No count information is available. 

2012 Small numbers (up to 24) recorded in all months. 

2013 Small numbers (up to 27) recorded in all months. A Herring Gull was seen to take 

one Mallard duckling from the pond on 26 June. 
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2014  Present throughout the year in varying numbers. Maximum count:15 on 23 March 

[NB]. It is reasonable to assume many more unrecorded birds visited or flew over 

the site. 

2015  Present throughout the year in varying numbers. Maximum count: 28 on 7 June 

[NB]. It is reasonable to assume many more unrecorded birds visited or flew over 

the site. 

2016  Present throughout the year in varying numbers. Maximum count:47 on 4 

December. [NB]. It is reasonable to assume many more unrecorded birds visited or 

flew over the site. 

2017  Present throughout the year in varying numbers. Maximum count:59 on 12 

December [NB]. It is reasonable to assume many more unrecorded birds visited or 

flew over the site. 

2018  Present throughout the year in varying numbers. Maximum 52 in February and 

December [NB] 

2019 Present throughout the year in varying numbers. Maximum 49 on 20 January [NB].  

2020 Present throughout the year in varying numbers. Maximum 30 in January, March 

and December. 

2021 Present throughout the year in varying numbers. Maximum 70 in January and 30 in 

December [NB] 

2022 Present throughout the year in varying numbers. Maximum 115 mid-August [NB] Up 

to 200 present and flying over during evenings in December [MS]. Often groups of 

up to 50 mixed aged birds pass through bathing early mornings. 

 

YELLOW-LEGGED GULL 

1993 Two on 1 November [SR], and one present from 24 – 30 November [SR] 

1995 Up to five birds present on 12 December [SS]. 

2002 One on 15 December [JL] 

2007 One in adult winter plumage was present on 21 December with around 150 Herring 

Gull when the pond was partially frozen. 

2008 One in adult winter plumage was present on 12 December. 

2009 One on 3 February [BIRDGUIDES] 

2010 Single adults recorded on 4 January, 28 April and 31 May. 

2011 Two adults on 9 February [EB]. 

2012 One on 23 October [IB] 

2013 One on 1 January [ML] and 7 May [IB] 

No records since. 
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LESSER BLACK-BACKED GULL 

1993 15 birds present on 22 November 

1994 3 on 30 March [NW] and 4 on 22 December [NW]. 

1995 Single birds on 4 June (on the water) and again 6 June [NW] and 28 December 

[NW]. 

1996 One or two recorded on six dates in January, May, July, August and November. Two 

on a raft on 12 May [NW]. 

1997 One or two recorded in January, May and November. Maximum 10 on 11 January 

[NW]. 

1998 Singles recorded on the pond on 18 and 30 May [NW] but also presumed to be 

among larger numbers of gulls that fly over regularly. 

1999 One or two recorded on six dates in April / July and December, including one 

mobbing a Grey Heron on 2 April [NW]. 

2000 Small numbers (one or two) recorded on 8 dates January, March, May, June, July 

and November. Birds usually seen in flight and may be present in greater numbers 

amongst the large numbers of gulls that overfly the site. Seen on single occasions 

chasing a grey heron and resting on the bird raft on the pond [NW]. Two were seen 

holding territory to two days on the raft on 9 May [SR] 

2001 Small numbers (maximum 4 on 16 March) recorded on nine dates during January - 

May inclusive, usually amongst mixed gull flocks overlying the pond. On 1 April three 

were on the roof of the nearby Consumer Protection building. 

2002 One or two recorded on five dates during April - May and July, usually amongst 

mixed gull flocks overlying the pond.  

2003 One or two recorded on five dates during February-April, June-October and 

December, usually amongst mixed gull flocks overlying the pond. On 5 July one 

picked a young Coot from the surface of the pond as the gull flew over. 

2004 One or two recorded on twelve dates during March-August and December, usually 

amongst mixed gull flocks overlying the pond.   

2005 One or two recorded on twelve dates during January-June and October-December, 

usually amongst mixed gull flocks overlying the pond.  

2006 One to four recorded on seventeen dates during January-June and September-

December, usually amongst mixed gull flocks; seen taking bread fed by visitors to 

ducks on one occasion.  

2007 One or two recorded in all months except February. One was seen eating a dead rat 

on the grass at Sandyhurst Close and another was seen mobbing a Buzzard; maybe 

nesting nearby but no definite information.  

2008 One or two recorded in all months except February and October-November.  One 

was seen mobbing a Buzzard; maybe nesting nearby but no definite information.  
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2009 Small numbers, usually one or two recorded in January-May and July-August. On 4 

July one was seen making repeated flying over a family of young coots and making 

repeated attempts to take a young bird.  

2010 Small numbers, usually one or two recorded in March-July and December 2010.   

2011 First recorded on 27 March [IB] then one or two birds once or twice a month until the 

end of April. No subsequent records this year. 

2012 Small numbers, usually one or two recorded in February-July; birds were seen 

showing an interest in some small Mallard ducklings on one occasion. NO records 

after the end of July. 

2013 Small numbers, usually one or two recorded in January, March-May then July-and 

August. One present on three dates in October [NB] 

2014 One or two recorded on various dates in March, May and June. 

2015 First recorded 2 February, then occasionally through March - May. Maximum five on 

9 March [SS] and 3 on 7 June [NB]. No records. after 12 July. 

2016 First record of two birds on 28 April [TE] and two again recorded on 22 and 19 May. 

One on 14 December [NB]. 

2017 One on 2 January [IB]; two on 11 February [NW]; one on 13 March [IB]. One on 27 

November [IB]. 

2018 One on 21 January [NB]; two on 26 January (TC); two on 12 June and one on 22 

July [NB]. Singles also on 1 November and 4 December [IB]. 

2019 Singles on 7 and 15 February [IB] and two on 26 May [NB]. One on 1 June [IB]. 

2020 Two on 19 January [IB] and two on 9 August [NB] 

2021 Just one record this year: two birds present on 25 April [NB] 

2022 One on 17 January (NG); one on 26 March [NB]; one on 26 June [NB]; one on 28 

August [NB] and one on 12 October [IB]. 

 

COMMON TERN 

1990 Two on 19 July 

1995 Two flew south over the pond on 21 May [NW] and a single bird was seen sitting on 

one of the floating islands on 27 June 

1998 One flying north on 24 July [NW] 

No records since. 

 

BLACK-THROATED DIVER 

1995 One 2cy bird (slightly oiled) present 21 – 23 January [SR et al] 

No records since 
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CORMORANT 

1981 - 1992 Small numbers recorded every winter since 1990. 

Maximum 25 birds on 5 February 1991. 

1993 Maximum six on 11 December [NW] 

1994 Recorded January to May and November to December, except one record of a 

single bird in August [NW]. Maximum 6 on 15 and 22 January 

1995 Recorded January to May and September to December [NW]. Maximum 6 on 16 

January, with 4 each on 26 February and 28 December. Birds often used newly 

installed floating islands. 

1996 Recorded January to May and September to December. Maximum 6 on 7 January 

and 19 October. Up to five birds were seen using the artificial raft roosts. An oiled 

 bird was reported on 12 December [NW]. 

1997 Small numbers record from January to May and in August, September and 

 December. Maximum 7 on 22 February and 6 on 7 December. Birds continued to 

use the rafts supplied for roosting, though one raft disintegrated during the year 

[NW]. 

An injured bird was released onto the Pond by Wessex Wildlife Trust in January. 

1998 Small numbers recorded from January to May then between September and  

 December [NW]. Maximum 4 on 24 January, 7 March and 19 April 

1999 Small numbers recorded between January and July, then between October and 

 December. When present, often making use of rafts. Maximum 9 on 3 December. 

One found dead at outfall on 5 March (ND) 

2000 Small numbers seen in April to June and November to December, often making use 

of the bird rafts. Maximum 8 on 8 March 

2001 Up to three birds recorded every month except July. Ten flew over together at 5pm 

on 21 October [NW] 

2002 Small numbers recorded in all months except August and September. Often made 

use of remaining bird raft on lake. Maximum four on 24 February, [NW], 2 March 

[NW] then 15 and 22 December [NW] 

2003 Small numbers recorded in all months except July and August. Often made use of 

remaining bird raft on lake. Maximum four on 18 January and 8 February [NW]. 

2004 Single birds recorded on 13 dates in January-April, June and October. One 

 was found dead on the bank in the sanctuary; no obvious injury but unusual location 

if bird had died of natural causes? [NW]. Fewer birds recorded less often than in 

2003. 

2005 Up to four birds recorded between January and April, and from October to 

December 
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2006 Up to five birds recorded between January and June, and up to four from October to 

December. 

2007 Up to six birds recorded between January and June, and from October to 

December. Signs of courtship behaviour were seen on 13 December [EB]. 

2008 One to four birds recorded on 37 dates from January to May, one date in August, 

and between October and December. A young bird was seen eating (with some 

difficulty) an 18”-long eel; the eel wrapping itself around the bird’s neck. It took 

around five minutes for the bird to eventually swallow the eel head-first [NW]. 

2009 One to four birds recorded on 25 dates between January and May, and from 

October to December. Single records from July and August. Groups of 9 and 10 

birds were seen flying over on 3 January and 2 November respectively. 

2010 One to four birds recorded on 16 dates between January and April, and from 

October to December. A single record from July. 

2011 Recorded on single dates in March and April [IB] then not until October. Present 

throughout November and December but no counts are available. 

2012 One to four birds recorded on 27 dates between January and May, and from 

October to December. Unseasonal maximum 12 on 11 August [IB] 

2013 One to four birds recorded on 19 dates between January-April and October – 

December [IB] 

2014 Small numbers present throughout January – March [IB]. No records then until 

October, when one or two birds were present until the end of the year [NB]. 

2015 One or two birds present January – 7 April (IB / NB) then regularly from October – 

December. Maximum five on 26 November (BS). 

2016 Single birds present January – March; No records. between 27 March and 11 

November [IB] 

2017 Up to three birds present January – March, then three throughout May [NB]. One or 

two then present November – December [NB]. 

2018 One or two present occasionally January – March (NB / IB) then one on 28 October 

[NB]. Singles in November and December. 

2019 One or two present occasionally January – March (NB / IB) then one on 11 August 

[NB]. Singles present October – December. 

2020 One or two present occasionally January – February. No records between 8 March 

and 8 October, then occasional single birds in November and December. 

2021 One or two regularly until 25 April, which is an unusually late record [NB]. Then one 

on 6 June [NB] and one or two occasionally between October – December. 

2022 Up to three birds present January until 17 April [NB], then three again on 27 

September [MS]. Up to three then visited the pond occasionally from October to 

December. On 10 November, an unprecedented flock of 185 birds came over the 
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Pond from the SW. Many small groups broke off and circled low but none of the 

squadron was seen to land [MS] 

 

BITTERN 

1981 – 1992 No records. 

1993 – 1996 No records. 

1997 First record. A single bird seen by SR and NS on 5 December. Presumably the 

same bird was reported by EB on 14 December. 

1998 One bird (possibly the same individual present at the end of last year) was present 

on 8, 9, 10 and 12 February [SR] 

2002 One or two birds present from 27 October [EB] to the end of the year, often giving 

good views and although initially seen most often at dawn or dusk, subsequently 

feeding on the edge of the reeds in mid-morning. Birds favoured The Sanctuary area 

including an area of lower-growing fringe vegetation believed to be a species of 

Horsetail. Known records as follows: singles on 27 – 31 October (EB et al); 5, 10, 17 

and 18 November (NW et al); 1, 6 and 7 December (two birds); 8 - 12 December, 15 

December, 19, 26, 28 and 30 December. Probably seen on other dates by other 

observers. 

2003 At least one bird present throughout January and seen by many observers until 23 

February. At the end of the year there were records of single birds on 30 November 

[EB], 10 December (John Lockwood) and 13 December. 

2004 No records. 

2005 No records. 

2006 Single bird seen regularly by many observers from 15 October to at least 18 

November (BirdGuides) 

2007 One and occasionally two birds were seen regularly through January and February 

to 26 March (BirdGuides) often giving good views as they spent time in “Elborn’s 

Channel”. At least two birds present again from 21 October until the end of the year. 

During this period the pattern of behaviour was different with birds most often seen 

around dusk, flying to the main reed bed, often from the east side of the lake close 

to the viewpoint under the pines and spending much less time in view in the 

channel. 

2008 One and occasionally two birds were seen regularly through January until 17  

February. At the end of the year period, one and occasionally two birds were seen 

regularly from 9 November. One bird was most often seen around dusk, flying to the 

main reed bed, often from the east side of the lake close to the viewpoint under the 

pines.  The bird seemed to spend less time than in previous years in full view but 

was very predictable in its roosting behaviour and was seen by many people. 
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2009 One or two (and occasionally three) birds were seen regularly through January to 

early April. Last record of a bird apparently flying off on 4 April [TE]. In the second 

winter period, one and occasionally two birds were seen regularly from 18 October 

until the end of the year. The birds were most often seen around dusk, flying to the 

main reed bed, often from the east side of the lake close to the viewpoint under the 

pines and were seen by many people. 

2010 One or two birds (three from 14 January) were seen regularly to 21 March, with a 

site record of four present on 30 January (BirdGuides). Singles were seen on 31 

August, 1 September and 12 October and then one to three birds regularly till the 

end of the year. The birds were most often seen around dusk, flying to the main 

reed bed, often from the east side of the lake close to the viewpoint under the pines 

and were seen by many people. Four were present on 13 March when three were 

seen circling the pond and calling; of these at least two left to the north (report by 

local birder). Another was seen to depart on 21 March at 7pm calling at least 15 

times whilst circling the lake. 

2011  Up to three seen regularly until 16 March, with four birds seen on 1 and 4 March  

(DBC / NW et al). Up to three then seen regularly from 13 October to the end of the 

year (IB et al). 

2012 One to four birds were seen regularly through January to 28 April. Single birds (two 

on 24 December) were seen on four occasions from 6 November to the end of the 

year. However, these were the only reports unlike the almost daily sightings of the 

last few years; the “traditional” flying to roost at dusk was not observed regularly. 

2013 Two seen on 1 January [ML] with single bird then seen regularly until 27 January A 

pollution incident occurred at the pond in the summer of 2013; this may account for 

the subsequent absence of Bitterns? 

No records since. 

 

GREY HERON 

1981 - 1992 One or two often present, at least from 1990 onwards. 

1993 One present most months. Maximum two on 30 November 

1994 One or two present throughout the year, and often seen to fly into trees on The 

Sanctuary area 

1995 One or two present throughout the year, and often seen to use floating islands 

1996 One or two present in every month except October. Maximum 3 on 15 September. A 

bird with a broken leg was reported on 16 August 

1997  One or two present January to May, and October to December. Maximum 3 on 4 

April. 
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1998  One (occasionally two) present throughout the year. Maximum 3 (including 2 sub-

adults) on 25 July 

1999  One (occasionally two) present throughout the year. Maximum 3 on 20 July. Birds 

were also seen flying to tall pines in The Sanctuary 

2000  One present throughout the year. Maximum two on 1 April [NW]. 

2001  One or two present throughout the year, occasionally seen flying to tall pines in The 

Sanctuary [NW] 

2002  One in every month except July [NW]. 

2003  One seen on at least one date in each month except February and October. 

Maximum three on 12 April [NW].   

2004  One (occasionally two) seen on at least one date in each month [NW] but only 

recorded flying over in June. 

2005  One to three usually present throughout the year (seen perched in trees in 

sanctuary on at least 8 occasions) 

2006  One to three usually present throughout the year (seen perched in trees in 

sanctuary on at least 3 occasions). 

2007  One to two present throughout the year (seen perched in trees in sanctuary on at 

least three occasions). Maximum 5 flew south over the pond on 8 July. 

2008  One, and occasionally two or three, frequently present throughout the year.  Only 

one record made of a bird perched in a tree. 

2009  One, and occasionally two or three, frequently present throughout the year. Five 

records of birds perched in a tree and record of a bird pulling twigs off a willow bush 

as though collecting nest material on 21 March. 

2010  One or two frequently present throughout the year, with five reported by a visitor on 

28 April.  Two records of birds perching in trees in sanctuary. 

2011 One or two present between January – April and November –December [IB] 

2012  One or, very occasionally two, present January to 8 March [IB], then occasionally 

present from 13 October to the end of the year [IB]. Regularly seen to perch in trees 

in the Sanctuary area. 

2013 Single birds often present January – March, and one record from 7 May [NB]; and 

October - December. Maximum three on 10 October [IB]. 

2014 One or two birds present throughout the year, except no records from April. 

2015 One or two birds present throughout the year, except no records from June. 

2016 One or two birds present throughout the year, except no records from March. 

2017 One or two birds present January – February and November – December. No 

records. between April – October this year. 

2018 No records. between 11 February [NB] and 21 October [NB] 

2019 No records. between 23 February [IB] and 24 November [NB] 
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2020 Just one record this year, from 21 June [NB]. This is more likely to reflect a lack of 

submitted records than the absence of birds. 

2021 No records. This is more likely to reflect a lack of submitted records than the 

absence of birds. 

2022  One or two birds present from May to August [NB] and then September to the end 

of the year [MS], often seen flying to perch in the same Scots Pine in The Sanctuary 

area. 

 

PURPLE HERON 

1999  A single juvenile bird attracted many birdwatchers when present from 27 August 

[GD] until at least 5 September and probably 29 September [SR]. The bird spent 

time in reeds on the edge of The Sanctuary and was also seen in pine trees in this 

area. 

No records since 

 

GREAT WHITE EGRET 

2016 One present on 24 November [TC, TE] 

 

LITTLE EGRET 

1981 – 1991 No records. 

1992 One record of a single bird on 5 December. 

1996 A single bird was recorded feeding in the shallow area at the north end of the Pond 

on 18 November and then 7, 13, 21 and 28 December. On at least one occasion it 

was seen to fly into the tall pines in The Sanctuary area 

1997 Single birds were recorded on 19, 25 and 26 January [SR] 

1998 One was seen to fly off from the north end of the Pond on 20 December 

1999 A single bird was recorded on 3, 11 and 15 December [SR] 

2000 Fifteen records of single birds on the following dates:  7, 8, 15 and 28 January; 3, 5 

and 19 February; 4, 13, 15, 17, 18 and 22 March and 26 and 31 December. Two 

birds on the following dates - 22 and 31 January, 24 November and 29 December. 

Dates suggest birds may have been regularly present for short periods. 

2001 Singles on the following ten dates: 6, 17,19 and 27 January [NW], 9 February, 16 

and 24 March [NW], 7 May (NW – seen to fly out from reeds); 27 October and 10 

November [NW]. 

2002 Singles on 16 March and 23 March were the only records, probably referring to the 

same bird [NW]. 

2003 Singles on 3 [BIRDGUIDES], 4 and 18 January [NW]; two on 15 March (NW - 

including one seen flying into reeds), one on 3 May and two on 14 November [NW]. 



103 

 

2004 Single birds flying over on 6 August and 12 November [NW]. 

2005 Single birds on 20 March, 23 March and 28 May, with two on 5 November (including 

one in a tree in The Sanctuary) 

2006  Single birds on four dates:  27 January (flying over), 8 June, 4 November and 13 

December (flying over nearby). 

2007  Single birds on three dates:  1 February (flying over), 13 February (on the pond) and 

19 October (flying over nearby). 

2008 Recorded on nine dates (all singles except four flying over on 19 February) in 

February-April and November-December. Most records were for single birds on the 

pond. 

2009 A single record of one bird on 14 October 

2010 Three records as follows: singles on 31 March and 10 November with two on 20 

October 

2011 One present on 11 and 15 November [IB]. 

2012 Four records (each of a single bird) as follows: singles on 25 February [IB]; 8 June; 

13 November [IB]; and 15 December 

2013 Four records (each of a single bird) on 5 February [IB]; 2 April and 7 April; 23 

November [IB]. 

2014 One on 8 April [IB]. 

2015 One on 30 November [IB]. 

2016 No records. 

2017 One on 16 November [ML]. 

2018 One on 8 February [IB]. 

2019 No records. 

2020 No records. 

2021 No records. 

2022 One bird flew through northwards at dusk on 9 December [MS], and one present 18 

December [RG] 

 

SPARROWHAWK 

1981 – 1992 Resident; sometimes nesting in the woodland nearby 

1993 Recorded at least twice between 1990 and 1993. One present on 9 September. 

1994 Singles recorded on six occasions (May, September, October and December). Bird 

heard calling in tall pines near Holly Hedge Lane in May suggest breeding nearby. 

1995 Singles recorded on six dates between 11 April and 16 December 

1996 Single birds reported on thirteen dates throughout the year; two seen on 30 

November. May breed nearby but no definite evidence. 
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1997 Recorded on 20 dates throughout the year, in all months except February. One pair 

successfully bred, raising one young from a nest in tall pine in The Sanctuary. Birds 

were seen carrying food into this area. 

1998 Single birds throughout the year, and one pair bred in The Sanctuary area. 

1999 Single birds throughout the year. A young bird was seen on 10 March, suggesting a 

pair bred successfully in The Sanctuary area. 

2000 Single birds recorded on nine dates spread through the year, sometimes flying into 

sanctuary where has previously bred. However, number of sightings was less than 

in the previous two years and little evidence of breeding (note Buzzard is thought to 

have bred for the first time in the sanctuary area this year). 

2001 Recorded on 13 dates (usually single birds) through most of the year. On two 

occasions in May and July birds were seen flying into trees in the sanctuary area, 

once with food [NW]. In addition, two (possibly three) birds were seen flying around 

and calling in the sanctuary area on 11 August. This suggests one pair may have 

bred in or near the site [NW]. 

2002 Recorded on seven dates (usually single birds) February to April and November to 

December. Although a bird was seen flying into the sanctuary area on 20 April, the 

number of sightings was only around half that recorded last year and there was no 

clear evidence of breeding [NW] 

2003 Recorded on 12 dates (usually single birds) February to April, July and October. 

Birds were recorded around the sanctuary area on four occasions and may have 

bred but no firm evidence of breeding was obtained [NW]. 

2004 Recorded on five dates (all single birds) in January, but then not until August, 

September and November. No firm evidence of breeding and fewer records than 

last year [NW]. 

2005 Single birds recorded on six dates in March, June, October and December. No firm 

evidence of breeding; similar numbers of records as in the previous year. 

2006 Recorded on 7 dates (mainly single birds) in January, April, October and December. 

No firm evidence of breeding; similar numbers of records as in the previous year. 

2007 Single birds recorded on at least seven dates in January, February, May, 

September, November and December and probably hunts over the site on a regular 

basis. No evidence of breeding. One was seen to take a Snipe on 7 February (Tim 

Balmer via EB). 

2008 Single birds recorded on at least eight dates in February, April and August to 

December, and probably hunts over the site on a regular basis. No evidence of 

breeding. 

2009 Single birds recorded on at least four dates in January, April, July and December 

2009 and probably hunts over the site on a regular basis. No evidence of breeding 
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2010 Single birds recorded on at least six dates in January, March, September and 

October. No evidence of breeding.  

2011 The only record from the beginning of the year is of one seen flying over 15 

February [TE]; then single birds seen flying over on 3 and 25 November [IB]. 

2012 Present on 9 and 23 January [IB]; then single birds recorded on at least six dates in 

August, October, November and December. 

2013 Single birds recorded on at least ten dates (all single birds) in January to April and 

from August to October. 

2014 One recorded overhead on 18 June [IB]; then again on 15 and 20 October [IB] 

2015 No records. 

2016 No records. 

2017 No records. 

2018 No records. 

2019 No records. 

2020 One present on 19 January [IB] 

2021 No records 

2022 Both male and female birds (recorded separately) present on a few occasions 

September-December both over Hatch Pond Road and from the viewpoint near the 

scrub area to the north [MS]. 

 

HEN HARRIER 

2013 A ringtail was reported dropping into the reed bed at dusk on 14 March [EB] 

No records since, but currently subject to review. 

 

RED KITE 

2017 A member of the public reported one overhead on 29 October 

2018 One overhead moving roughly north on 19 April [NW] 

 

BUZZARD 

1997 Three birds soaring at some height to the north of the pond on 2 August. One was 

then seen over The Sanctuary on 19 September and one seen to land in a tree 

there on 4 October 

1998 One seen overhead on 4 February. One seen to fly into The Sanctuary on 6 

October, which was then seen over the pond apparently trying (unsuccessfully) to 

catch ducks (ND) 

1999 Six records (an increase over recent years) of single birds in March, June, 

September and December, including birds perched in The Sanctuary 
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2000 Recorded in all months except February, May and December. One pair is thought to 

have nested in the tall trees near Hatch Pond Road (close to or in The Sanctuary 

area) with one fledged young seen. This is the first known breeding and the overall 

number of recorded sightings increased to 25 this year.  

2001 One to three birds recorded on 23 occasions. Frequently seen entering The 

Sanctuary area, usually flying to tall pine trees near Hatch Pond Road. One pair is 

thought to have bred here and local people report two young being raised [NW]. 

Single birds often seen in the area around the pond, including birds perched on 

lamp posts nearby in Cabot Lane and beside the Broadstone Relief Road. 

2002 One to two birds recorded at or near the site on 17 occasions often in or near the 

sanctuary area. One pair is thought to have bred here and local people report two 

young being raised [NW]. Single birds often seen in the area around the pond, 

including birds perched on lamp posts; a member of the public reported seeing a 

bird feeding on rats near the site of a burger van on a nearby industrial estate. 

2003 One to two birds recorded at or near the site on 21 occasions often in or near the 

sanctuary area. One pair is thought to have bred in the “usual” area of the sanctuary 

towards Holly Hedge Lane and local people report at least one young being raised. 

Single birds often seen in the area, including birds perched on lamp posts; a 

member of the public reported the young being fed on gull chicks believed to be 

taken from nearby roof nesting birds, and one bird was seen to take the remains of a 

dead bird from the frozen surface of the lake [NW]. 

2004 One to three birds recorded at or near the site on 13 occasions often in or near the 

sanctuary area. One pair may have bred in the “usual” area of The Sanctuary 

though this is confirmed [NW]. Single birds often seen in the area, including birds 

perched on lamp posts; one was seen perched on a lamp post beside the busy 

Fleetsbridge roundabout at 4pm (despite the usual heavy traffic). 

2005 One to three birds recorded at or near the site on 19 occasions (every month except 

July).  One pair may have bred in the “usual” area of the sanctuary (though not 

confirmed). Single birds often seen in the area around Hatch Pond, including birds 

perched on lamp posts. 

2006 One to three birds recorded at or near the site on 12 occasions (January, April, 

June, August, September, October and December). Birds seen flying into sanctuary 

on a number of occasions but no direct evidence of breeding. 

2007 One or two birds recorded at or near the site on 11 occasions (February, April-

August and October-December). No evidence of breeding. In July bird was seen 

being mobbed by Lesser Black-back Gulls which may have bred nearby. [A local 

reported that Buzzards had nested three years in a row but not in 2007 or 2006]. 
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2008 Single birds recorded at or near the site on 11 occasions (February, June-August 

and October-December). No evidence of breeding. In June bird was seen being 

mobbed by Lesser Black-back Gulls over nearby business units. 

2009 Single (or occasionally two) birds recorded at or near the site on 12 occasions 

(January-March, June and August-November). No evidence of breeding on site but 

a young bird was in a nearby garden in August so may have bred nearby. 

2010 Single birds recorded at or near on at least 4 occasions (July-August, October and 

December). No evidence of breeding on site and fewer records than in recent years. 

2011 One present on 13 March [IB], but then not recorded until 2 November [IB]. 

Thereafter present occasionally until the end of the year 

2012 Single birds recorded on several dates in February, March and May but then not 

present until November. 

2013 Recorded on at least 12 dates in January-August, October and December. Usually 

single birds, though a fledged young bird with an adult was reported on 24 July. 

Records were often of birds flying into the woodland of the sanctuary and a local 

resident thought the bird had possibly nested there. 

2014 Single birds present in February, March and April (IB, NB) then just one record on 

18 September [IB] 

2015 Single birds present occasionally January – May [IB] then on 4 [IB] and 26 

November [SS] 

2016 No records 

2017 Single birds present on 14 July [IB] and 30 October [IB]. 

2018 Only one record this year, of a single bird present on 28 October [NB] 

2019 Recorded present only on two dates in February [IB]. 

2020 No records 

2021 One on 16 December [NW]. 

2022 Single bird seen regularly in the same area around The Meadow and the north 

Sanctuary area from September, with two there on 8 October [MS] 

 

TAWNY OWL 

2018 One was heard calling from nearby Fleets Corner on 8 February [EB].d 

2022 One heard calling in the evening from The Sanctuary area on 27 October [MS] and 

twice in early November. Residents of Royster Close report hearing Tawny Owls in 

the woodland behind the gardens “occasionally” over several years. 

 

LITTLE OWL 

1993 One was seen on 20 November being mobbed by blackbirds, chaffinches and a 

robin 
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KINGFISHER 

1982-1991 Recorded on three dates during winter 1990 / 1991 

1993 No records 

1994 Single birds recorded on 29 October, 12 November and 27 November 

1995 Single birds recorded on 22 July and 21 September 

1996 Single birds recorded throughout January and on 10 September 

1997 Single bird recorded on 20 September 

1998 Single birds recorded on nine dates: 8 and 29 August, 5 and 19 September, 25 

October, 21 November then 5, 7 and 11 December 

1999 One recorded on five dates: 1 and 5 September, 1 and 2 November and 3 

December 

2000 Singles recorded on 12 dates between January to March, and August to December 

2001 Just two records from 10 and 24 November [NW] 

2002 Single birds recorded on 17 and 24 August [NW] 

2003 Single birds on 14 June, 30 August, 14 September, 8 October [NW] and also 30 

November, 

2004 Three records of a single bird in January suggested roosting [EB]; otherwise eight 

records of single birds in July, September and November [NW]. 

2005 Just two records from 21 May and 6 September 

2006 Single birds recorded on at least 21 dates January – February and July – 

September; two birds present on 6 November 

2007 Maximum three on 31 August 

2008 At least eight records of single birds in January, February, June, September and 

October; two birds present on 8 January 

2009 Eight records of a single bird in August, October, November and December; two 

birds present on 20 November 

2010 Single birds recorded January and July-December; up to three in January 

2011 Single bird present on 13 December [IB] 

2012 Three records, each of single birds, on 1 March, 5 March [IB] and 14 October. 

2013 Single birds on 5 and 20 October [IB] and 25 December 

2014 No records 

2015 One on three dates in January [IB] and one on 14 September [NB]. 

2016 One on 3 October [IB] 

2017 One on 2 and 3 January [IB]; one on 15 September and 16 November [ML]. 

2018 Two present on 9 October [NB]; one on 1 November [IB]. 

2019 No records 

2020 No records 

2021 One on 2 November [IB] and 21 November [NB] 
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2022 A single bird recorded eight times between September and the end of the year, 

almost always at the north end of the pond (photographed in reeds) and Sandyhurst 

conduit where it was seen perched up several times [MS] 

 

GREEN WOODPECKER 

1981-1992 No records. 

1993 Recorded twice during autumn/winter 

1994 Singles seen or heard on five occasions between March and September 

1995 No records. 

1996 One on 15 June [NW] 

1997 Recorded on six dates in March, August, October, November and December [NW] 

1998 Singles on five dates in January, March, October, November and December [NW] 

1999 Single on 15 October, 22 and 31 December [NW] 

2000 Singles heard on seven dates in February, April, May, August and September [NW] 

2001 Singles on five dates in May, August and November [NW] 

2002 Single birds on seven dates in March – May, July – September and November [NW] 

2003 Single birds on nine dates January – March, July-August and November-December 

[NW] 

2004 Single birds as follows: 17 January, 27 March, 3 April (on the ground in the meadow 

area) and 5 June [NW] 

2005 Single birds as follows: 2 January, 5 February, 9 August and 6 September [NW] 

2006 Single birds as follows: 16 and 21 July, 4 August and 11 November [NW] 

2007 Single birds recorded on 8 and 22 July [NW] and 22 November [NW] 

2008 No records. 

2009 The only record is of one on 6 August [NW] 

2010 Single birds on 20 April [NW] and 24 August [NW] 

2011 Single birds on 22 March [NW], then 3 and 24 August [NW] 

2012 Single birds on 4 April and 15 May [NW] 

2013 Single birds as follows: 19 April, 5 June, 13 August and 3 September [NW] 

2014 No records 

2015 No records 

2016 No records 

2017 No records 

2018 One record of a single bird on 29 April [NB]. 

No records since. 

 

GREAT SPOTTED WOODPECKER 

1981-1992 No records. 
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1993 Recorded twice during autumn/winter 

1994 One or two birds seen on eight occasions, including one drumming in Plantation 

Woodland on 5 March [NW]. 

1995 One or two birds recorded on four dates in March, April (in Plantation Woodland), 

October and December [NW] 

1996 Singles on three dates in January, May and November 

1997 Singles on two dates in March and September and a bird calling from Plantation 

Woodland was seen carrying food on 29 May [SR] 

1998 The only record is of one bird on 9 May [NW] 

1999 The only record is of one on 31 December [NW] 

2000 The only record is of one on 12 November [NW] 

2001 No records. 

2002 Single birds on 19 January, 4 May and 10 November [NW] 

2003 The only record is of one on 1 June [NW] 

2004  Eight records in January-April and December. This was an increase over the last 

few years and mainly due to a number of records from the woodland at the south-

west corner of the site where drumming was heard on 28 February and a pair seen 

on 13 March [NW]. Although not proved, it is thought a pair may have bred here. 

2005 Single bird heard drumming from woodland on south-west side on 29 January 

suggesting a pair might have bred here [NW]. Single birds otherwise recorded on 

nine dates January – March, July and September. 

2006 Two birds recorded in the south-west woodland in February suggest a pair may 

have bred here [NW]; otherwise nine records from June, August, October and 

December 

2007 Single birds in June – September and November. A pair is believed to have bred in 

woodland to the southwest or a garden nearby [NW]. 

2008 Single birds recorded between February – June and August – November. A single 

pair is believed to have bred successfully in an apple tree on nearby Holly Hatch 

Lane [NW]. 

2009 Single birds recorded throughout the year and drumming heard from The Sanctuary 

area in March [NW]. 

2010 Single birds recorded throughout the year and drumming heard from The Sanctuary 

area in March [NW] 

2011 Drumming was heard in Plantation Woodland in February and The Sanctuary on 9 

June [NW]: a single bird was seen on 16 December [IB]. 

2012 Single birds recorded throughout the year and drumming heard from The Sanctuary 

area in February and March [NW] 
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2013 Single birds recorded throughout the year. Birds bred in the sanctuary area near 

Hatch Pond Road [NW]. 

2014 Single birds recorded on 10 February [IB] and 18 May [NB] 

2015 Single birds recorded on 26 May [IB]; 28 June [NB] and 26 November [SS]. 

2016 One on 11 March [SS] 

2017 No records 

2018 No records 

2019 One present on 10 November [NB] 

2020 No records 

2021 No records 

2022 Up to two birds seen and heard regularly in the Sanctuary area woodland; 

occasionally single birds seen at Sandyhurst conduit and in trees along Stinsford 

Road. 

 

KESTREL 

1981-1992 No records. 

1993 One on 15 December [SR] 

1994 Single birds recorded on at least eight occasions, usually flying over the site. 

1995 The only record is of a single bird on 4 March. 

1996 No records. 

1997 The only record is of a single bird flying over the nearby Council depot on 4 

December [NW]. 

1998 The only record is of a single bird on 4 July [NW]. 

1999 The only record is of a single bird hovering over the waste ground opposite the north 

end of the pond on 30 October [NW] 

2000 No records. 

2001 The only record is of a single bird hovering over the pond on 14 January [NW]. 

2002 The only record is of a single female flying over on 26 October [NW] 

2003 No records. 

2004 No records. 

2005 No records. 

2006 The only record is of a single bird on 22 January. 

2007 No records. 

2008 The only record is of a single bird on 16 February [TE]. 

2009 No records. 

2010 No records. 

2011 One on 9 April [IB] 

2012 No records. 
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2013 The only record is of a single bird flying over on 25 January (TC). 

2014 One on 17 August [NB] 

2015 One on 1 February [NB] 

No records since 

 

MERLIN 

2011 A record of one reported by a Dorset Bird Club member on 27 November [per NW] 

 

HOBBY 

1999 One was seen in the evening of 14 May 

2008 One flying north over the pond on 9 September [NW] 

 

PEREGRINE 

1996 A large female flew over the pond on 15 July and landed on a nearby pylon (ND) 

2021 One was seen flying over on 24 February [IB]. 

 

JAY 

1981-1992 Small numbers recorded in the autumn / winter 

1993 Small numbers recorded in the autumn / winter 

1994 Usually one or two recorded in most months 

1995 Usually one or two recorded in most months. Maximum 6 (including young) on 9 

September [NW] 

1996 Usually one or two recorded in most months. Maximum 5 on 15 September [NW] 

1997 Usually one or two recorded in most months, but not seen in November or 

December. Present also in Plantation Woodland. Maximum 3 in August, including 

young birds [NW]. 

1998 One or two recorded in most months, but not seen in November or December. 

Maximum 6 on 14 March, suggesting a pair may have bred. Also present in 

Plantation Woodland in October [NW]. 

1999 One or two recorded in most months. Maximum 3 on 18 September [NW].  

2000 One or two recorded in most months. Maximum 3 on 15 October [NW]. 

2001  Only recorded from June – December this year [NW] 

2002 One or two recorded in most months. Maximum 8 on 10 September, in two groups 

of four. More records than last year [NW]. 

2003 One or two recorded in most months. Maximum 3 on 5 October [NW]. 

2004 One or two recorded in most months. Maximum six on 6 March, suggesting a pair 

may have bred [NW]. 

2005 Up to three recorded in all months except December [NW] 
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2006 Recorded only in February, April and August [NW]. 

2007 One or two recorded in most months [NW]. 

2008 One or two recorded in most months. No records from April – November [NW] 

2009 One or two recorded in most months. No records from May – October [NW] 

2010 One or two recorded in most months. Three fledged young were seen on 7 July 

indicating a pair may have bred [NW]. 

2011 One or two recorded in most months. No records from April – September (NW, IB). 

Maximum four on 15 October. 

2012 Up to four recorded throughout the year. No records from March (NW, IB) 

2013 One or two present throughout the year (NW, IB) 

2014 Not recorded at the site between 29 January [IB] and 15 December [SS] 

2015 Recorded only in January [IB] 

2016 No records 

2017 Two on 16 November [ML] 

2018 Recorded only in February [IB] and September [NB]. 

2019 Two on 1 May (TC) 

2020 Recorded only in May [IB] and September – December (NB et al) 

2021 Recorded only in September, November and December (IB et al) 

2022 Up to three recorded throughout the year (NB, MJS et al) 

 

MAGPIE 

1981-1992 Small numbers recorded in the autumn / winter 

1993 Small numbers recorded in the autumn / winter 

1994 Small numbers present throughout the year, increasing in winter. Maximum 20 on 3 

October [NW] 

1995 Small numbers present throughout the year. Maximum 10 on 22 July [NW] 

1996 Small numbers recorded in the autumn / winter. Maximum 15 on 9 March [NW] 

1997 Small numbers recorded in the autumn / winter, except no records between April 

and July. Maximum 26 on 26 September [NW] 

1998 Small numbers recorded in the autumn / winter. Maximum 14 on 31 January [NW] 

May bred at or near the site. 

1999 Present all year. Maximum 16 on 19 December. May bred at or near the site, 

possibly along Stinsford Road [NW]. 

2000 Up to nine recorded throughout the year. A large count of 70 birds made at 4.15pm 

on 26 September suggests birds may be congregating to roost [NW] 

2001 Small numbers present throughout the year (NW et al) Maximum 60 coming to roost 

in The Sanctuary area on 9 January [CW] 
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2002 Small numbers present throughout the year. Maximum 30 coming to roost in The 

Sanctuary area on 7 December [NW] 

2003 At least one pair bred along Stinsford Road. Maximum 119 coming to roost on 3 

January [BIRDGUIDES]. 

2004  At least one pair bred along Stinsford Road. Maximum roost counts: 99 on 9 

January [EB] and 123 on 26 December [EB] 

2005  Present all year. Maximum 16 on 19 December [NW]. May bred at or near the site. 

No large roost counts were made 

2006 Small numbers present throughout the year. May have bred. Maximum 125 roosting 

in The Sanctuary area in mid-December [NW] 

2007 Small numbers present throughout the year. May have bred. Maximum 85 roosting 

in The Sanctuary area on 19 November [NW]. 

2008 Small numbers present throughout the year. At least one pair bred. Maximum 144 

roosting in The Sanctuary area on 24 November [EB] 

2009 Small numbers present throughout the year. At least one pair bred. Maximum 144 

roosting in The Sanctuary area on 12 December [EB] 

2010 Small numbers present throughout the year. At least one pair bred. Maximum 158 

roosting in The Sanctuary area on 30 January [NW] and 161 on 29 November 

[BIRDGUIDES]. 

2011 Small numbers present throughout the year. At least one pair bred. Maximum roost 

counts: 110 on 6 January [NW]; 121 on 8 January [NW] 158 on 30 January [NW] 

and 70 on 14 November [NW]. 

2012 Small numbers present throughout the year. At least one pair bred. Maximum 100+ 

on 16 January [IB] 55 roosting in The Sanctuary area on 1 March and 76 on 21 

October [NW]. 

2013 Small numbers present throughout the year. At least one pair bred. Maximum 95 

roosting in The Sanctuary area on 10 February [NW] and 35 on 5 October [NW] 

2014 Maximum roost counts of 100 on 14 October [IB] and 140 on 21 October [IB] 

2015 Maximum roost counts of 91 on 4 November [IB] and 108 on 17 November [IB] 

2016 Maximum roost count of 34 on 2 January [ML]. No roost counts were made later in 

the year. 

2017 Maximum roost counts of 109 on 2 January [IB], 122 on 11 February [NW] 138 on 5 

November [IB] and 66 on 26 November [NW] 

2018 Maximum roost counts of 31+ on 24 October [EB] and 75 on 31 December [NW]. 

2019 Maximum roost counts of 143 on 29 October [IB] and 129 on 14 December [NW]. 

2020 Maximum roost count 53 on 25 October [NW]. 

2021 Maximum roost count of 171 birds on 7 February [NW] and 98 on 2 November [IB] 
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2022 Usually at least ten birds present. Maximum roost counts 148 on 16 January [NW] 

and 150 on 22 November [MS] 

 

JACKDAW 

1981-1992 No records. 

1993 No records. 

1994 No records. 

1995 No records. 

1996 One over on 7 December [NW] 

1997 One flying south on 5 April [NW] 

1998 Four soaring over the site on 18 April [NW]. 

1999 No records. 

2000 No records. 

2001 One on 12 May and two heard overhead on 9 November 

2002 Three records of birds overhead: singles on 11 May and 10 November [NW]; two on 

28 September [NW] 

2003 Singles flying over on 12 April and 25 May [NW] 

2004 No records. 

2005 One flying over on 5 November [NW] 

2006 No records. 

2007 Singles flying over on 18 April and 7 September [NW], then two on 16 September 

[NW] 

2008 Two overhead on 24 May [NW] and one on 14 June [NW] 

2009 Two flying over on 26 April [NW] one on 11 September [NW] and two on 2 

November [NW]. A large flock of 70 corvids, thought to be of this species, was seen 

from a distance on 14 October (per NW) 

2010 Two on 5 May and 10 November [NW]. A large flock of c50 corvids, thought ot be of 

this species, was seen from a distance on 17 October [NW]. 

2011 Three flying over on 7 November [NW]. 

2012  One was seen on the ground in a field adjacent to the Pond on 11 January, with a 

large mixed flock of Black-tailed Godwits and Canada Geese [NW]. 

2013  No records. 

2014  No records 

2015  No records 

2016  No records 

2017  No records 

2018  No records 

2019  One flying over on 2 February [IB] 
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2020  One flying over on 27 May [IB] 

2021  No records 

2022  Five overhead on 10 September [MS], eight on 11 November [MS] and one on 26 

December [NB] 

 

ROOK 

1981-1992 No records. 

1993 No records. 

1994 No records. 

1995 One was seen flying over on 22 October, mobbed by Black-headed Gulls [per NW]. 

1996 No records. 

1997 One flying over on 19 January [JL] and another reported on 15 December [SR] 

1998 No records. 

1999 No records. 

2000 No records. 

2001 No records. 

2002 No records. 

2003 No records. 

2004 No records. 

2005 No records. 

2006 One overhead on 20 November [EB] 

2007 No records. 

2008 No records. 

2009 No records. 

2010 No records. 

2011 No records. 

2012 No records. 

2013 One overhead on 12 January [ML] 

No records since 

 

CARRION CROW 

1981-1992 Small numbers recorded in the autumn / winter 

1993 Small numbers recorded in the autumn / winter 

1994 One or two usually present 

1995 Up to three usually present 

1996 Up to four present throughout the year 

1997 Up to four present throughout the year 

1998 Small numbers recorded throughout the year. Maximum 7 on 31 January [NW]. 
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1999 Small numbers recorded throughout the year. Maximum 6 on 8 May. At least one 

pair probably bred [NW] 

2000 Up to four birds present throughout the year. Probably bred. Woodland areas were 

not regularly visited hence the species is probably under-recorded 

2001 Up to nine birds present throughout the year. Probably bred. Woodland areas were 

not regularly visited hence the species is probably under-recorded 

2002 Up to eight birds present throughout the year. Probably bred. 

2003 Small numbers (up to three) throughout the year. No records from July. 

2004 Small numbers (up to three) throughout the year. Maximum 15 in two groups on 24 

September (NW) 

2005 Small numbers (up to three) throughout the year. No records in September 

2006 Small numbers (one or two) throughout the year. 

2007  Present all year. Maximum 11 on 2 March [NW] 

2008 Small numbers (one or two) throughout the year. 

2009 Small numbers (one or two) throughout the year. No records from July 

2010 Small numbers (one or two) throughout the year. No records from July 

2011 Small numbers (one or two) throughout the year. 

2012 Small numbers (one or two) throughout the year. 

2013 Small numbers (one or two) throughout the year. 

2014 Small numbers (one or two) throughout the year. 

2015 Small numbers throughout the year. 

2016 Small numbers throughout the year. 

2017 Small numbers throughout the year. 

2018 Small numbers throughout the year. 

2019 Small numbers throughout the year. 

2020 Small numbers throughout the year. 

2021 Small numbers throughout the year. 

2022 Up to six throughout the year. Maximum 10 on 12 November 

 

RAVEN 

1994 One flying over on 1 February [SR] 

1995 No records. 

1996 No records. 

1997 No records. 

1998 No records. 

1999 No records. 

2000 No records. 

2001 No records. 
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2002 Reported at least once during the year. Details from EB 

2003 One on 23 February [BirdGuides] 

2004 No records. 

2005 No records. 

2006 No records. 

2007 One (heard) on 12 May [NW] 

2008 Two on 9 October [NW] 

2009 No records. 

2010 No records. 

2011 One on 11 October [TE] and one overhead mobbed by Magpies on 10 November 

[NW]. 

No records since 

 

WAXWING 

2011 A flock of 21 was seen on 9 February [EB, TE], followed by a member of the public 

reporting six birds nearby on 23 March. 70 birds were seen together at the nearby 

sorting office on 31 March, when 50 of these flew to Hatch Pond and settled in the 

hedge along Stinsford Road [NW]. On 6 April, a member of the public reported 16 

birds in a tree along Hatch Pond Road, six of which were seen to fly from the 

reserve to a baited apple tree [NW]. 14 birds were last seen on 18 April [SR] 

No records since 

 

COAL TIT 

1981-1992 Recorded between 1990 and 1992 

1993 Recorded but no further details 

1994 No records. 

1995 No records. 

1996 Recorded on four dates, including singing birds and possibly young birds present on 

23 June [NW]Probably bred. 

1997 One or two recorded throughout the year, singing heard in May. Probably bred. 

1998 Recorded March to May, with singing birds present in April. Also recorded in 

Plantation Woodland [NW]. May have bred 

1999 One opposite Sandyhurst Close on 4 July is the only record [NW]. Woodland areas 

were visited less frequently than in previous years and there may be fewer records 

as a result. 

2000 Three were recorded on 22 July but this is the only record [NW]. Woodland areas 

were not regularly visited hence the species is probably under-recorded 
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2001 Recorded at the north end of the pond on four occasions [NW]. Woodland areas 

were not regularly visited hence the species is probably under-recorded 

2002 Present in small numbers throughout the year. Probably bred. 

2003 Only three recorded but additional birds may be present in areas not visited [NW]. 

Probably bred. 

2004 Six records including birds singing at the north end and at the south end of the 

sanctuary [NW]; one or more pairs may have bred in the sanctuary area. Additional 

birds may have been present in areas not regularly visited. 

2005 Recorded in all months except February, March and August. At least one singing 

bird; one or more pairs may have bred in the sanctuary area. Additional birds may 

have been present in areas not regularly visited. 

2006 Only three recorded but additional birds may be present in areas not visited. 

Probably bred. 

2007 Present in small numbers throughout the year. Probably bred. 

2008 Present in small numbers throughout the year. Probably bred. 

2009 Present in small numbers throughout the year. Probably bred. Woodland areas were 

not regularly visited hence the species is probably under-recorded 

2010 Present in small numbers throughout the year. Probably bred. Woodland areas were 

not regularly visited hence the species is probably under-recorded 

2011 Present in small numbers throughout the year. Probably bred. Woodland areas were 

not regularly visited hence the species is probably under-recorded  

2012 Present in small numbers throughout the year. Probably bred. Woodland areas were 

not regularly visited hence the species is probably under-recorded 

2013 Present in small numbers throughout the year. Probably bred. Woodland areas were 

not regularly visited hence the species is probably under-recorded. 

2014 Probably bred. Woodland areas were not regularly visited hence the species is 

probably under-recorded. 

2015 Probably bred. Woodland areas were not regularly visited hence the species is 

probably under-recorded. 

2016 One present on 2 January [ML]. Probably bred. Woodland areas were not regularly 

visited hence the species is probably under-recorded. 

2017 One present on 16 November [ML]. Probably bred. Woodland areas were not 

regularly visited hence the species is probably under-recorded. 

2018 Probably bred. Woodland areas were not regularly visited hence the species is 

probably under-recorded. 

2019 Probably bred. Woodland areas were not regularly visited hence the species is 

probably under-recorded. 
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2020 One present on 1 March [NB]. Probably bred. Woodland areas were not regularly 

visited hence the species is probably under-recorded. 

2021 Present in small numbers throughout the year.  

2022 Present in small numbers throughout the year. Birds seen regularly coming to 

feeders in a Royster Close garden from November 

 

BLUE TIT 

1981-1992 No records. 

1993 Small numbers recorded autumn / winter. 

1994 Present in small numbers throughout the year. Probably bred. 

1995 Present in small numbers throughout the year. Probably bred. 

1996 Present in small numbers throughout the year. Probably bred. 

1997 Present in small numbers throughout the year. Probably bred. 

1998 Present in small numbers throughout the year. Probably bred. 

1999 Present in small numbers throughout the year. A number of pairs bred. 

2000 Present in small numbers throughout the year. A number of pairs bred. 

2001 Present in small numbers throughout the year. A number of pairs bred. 

2002 Present in small numbers throughout the year. A number of pairs bred. 

2003 Present in small numbers throughout the year. A number of pairs bred. 

2004 Present in small numbers throughout the year. At least four pairs bred. 

2005 Present in small numbers throughout the year. A number of pairs bred. 

2006 Present in small numbers throughout the year. At least three pairs bred. 

2007 Present in small numbers throughout the year. A number of pairs bred. 

2008 Present in small numbers throughout the year. A number of pairs bred. 

2009 Present in small numbers throughout the year. A number of pairs bred. 

2010 Present in small numbers throughout the year. A number of pairs bred. Woodland 

areas were not regularly visited hence the species is probably under-recorded. 

2011 Present in small numbers throughout the year. A number of pairs bred. Woodland 

areas were not regularly visited hence the species is probably under-recorded. 

2012 Present in small numbers throughout the year. Probably bred Woodland areas were 

not regularly visited hence the species is probably under-recorded 

2013 Present in small numbers throughout the year. A number of pairs bred. Woodland 

areas were not regularly visited hence the species is probably under-recorded. 

2014 Present in small numbers throughout the year. A number of pairs bred. Woodland 

areas were not regularly visited hence the species is probably under-recorded. 

2015 Present in small numbers throughout the year. A number of pairs bred. Woodland 

areas were not regularly visited hence the species is probably under-recorded. 
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2016 Present in small numbers throughout the year. A number of pairs bred. Woodland 

areas were not regularly visited hence the species is probably under-recorded. 

2017 Present in small numbers throughout the year. A number of pairs bred. Woodland 

areas were not regularly visited hence the species is probably under-recorded. 

2018 Present in small numbers throughout the year. A number of pairs bred. Woodland 

areas were not regularly visited hence the species is probably under-recorded. 

2019 Present in small numbers throughout the year. A number of pairs bred. Woodland 

areas were not regularly visited hence the species is probably under-recorded. 

2020 Present in small numbers throughout the year. A number of pairs bred. Woodland 

areas were not regularly visited hence the species is probably under-recorded. 

2021 Present in small numbers throughout the year. A number of pairs bred. Woodland 

areas were not regularly visited hence the species is probably under-recorded. 

2022 Present in small numbers throughout the year. A number of pairs bred. Present in 

small numbers throughout the year. A number of pairs bred. Woodland areas were 

not regularly visited hence the species is probably under-recorded. 

 

GREAT TIT 

1981-1992 No records. 

1993 Small numbers recorded autumn / winter. 

1994 Present in small numbers throughout the year. Probably bred. 

1995 Present in small numbers throughout the year. Probably bred. 

1996 Present in small numbers throughout the year. Probably bred. 

1997 Present in small numbers throughout the year. Probably bred. 

1998 Present in small numbers throughout the year. Probably bred. 

1999 Present in small numbers throughout the year. A number of pairs bred. 

2000 Present in small numbers throughout the year. A number of pairs bred. 

2001 Present in small numbers throughout the year. A number of pairs bred. 

2002 Present in small numbers throughout the year. A number of pairs bred. 

2003 Present in small numbers throughout the year. At least two pairs bred. 

2004 Present in small numbers throughout the year. At least four pairs bred. 

2005 Present in small numbers throughout the year. At least two pairs bred. 

2006 Present in small numbers throughout the year. At least three pairs bred. 

2007 Present in small numbers throughout the year. A number of pairs bred. 

2008 Present in small numbers throughout the year. A number of pairs bred. 

2009 Present in small numbers throughout the year. A number of pairs bred. 

2010 Present in small numbers throughout the year. A number of pairs bred. 
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2011 Present in small numbers throughout the year. Several pairs probably bred. 

Woodland areas were not regularly visited hence the species is probably under-

recorded 

2012 Present in small numbers throughout the year. Several pairs probably bred. 

Woodland areas were not regularly visited hence the species is probably under-

recorded 

2013 Present in small numbers throughout the year. Several pairs probably bred. 

Woodland areas were not regularly visited hence the species is probably under-

recorded 

2014 Present in small numbers throughout the year. Several pairs probably bred. 

Woodland areas were not regularly visited hence the species is probably under-

recorded 

2015 Present in small numbers throughout the year. Several pairs probably bred. 

Woodland areas were not regularly visited hence the species is probably under-

recorded 

2016 Present in small numbers throughout the year. Several pairs probably bred. 

Woodland areas were not regularly visited hence the species is probably under-

recorded 

2017 Present in small numbers throughout the year. Several pairs probably bred. 

Woodland areas were not regularly visited hence the species is probably under-

recorded 

2018 Present in small numbers throughout the year. Several pairs probably bred. 

Woodland areas were not regularly visited hence the species is probably under-

recorded 

2019 Present in small numbers throughout the year. Several pairs probably bred. 

Woodland areas were not regularly visited hence the species is probably under-

recorded 

2020 Present in small numbers throughout the year. Several pairs probably bred. 

Woodland areas were not regularly visited hence the species is probably under-

recorded 

2021 Present in small numbers throughout the year. Several pairs probably bred. 

Woodland areas were not regularly visited hence the species is probably under-

recorded 

2022 Present in small numbers throughout the year. Several pairs probably bred. 

Woodland areas were not regularly visited hence the species is probably under-

recorded 

 

 



123 

 

BEARDED TIT 

2010 One unconfirmed report on 6 January and around six seen on 12 October [TE]. 

2011 One or two birds present and seen well from 27 October to the end of the year [EB, 

IB et al] 

2012 Single bird present from 3 January to 30 January [IB, NW et al] 

2015 A single bird reported by a member of the public on 5 January, and then present 

from 11 February [GW] to 25 February [IB] 

2021 One reported during the week of 14 October [per TE] 

 

SKYLARK 

1981-1992 No records. 

1993  No records. 

1997  One or two birds were recorded (including one always singing) between 24 May and 

6 July from waste ground opposite the north end of the pond, suggesting a pair may 

have bred there [NW]. 

1998 At least one bird was heard singing over waste ground opposite the north end of the 

pond between January and June, suggesting a pair may have bred there [NW]. 

1999 At least one bird was heard singing over waste ground opposite the north end of the 

pond between March and August, suggesting a pair may have bred there [NW]. 

2000  Single birds recorded, usually singing, on 9 days (and two birds on one date) 

between 15 March and 10 June suggest one pair again bred on open ground 

opposite north end of the pond. However, development of this land continued with a 

large building being put up on the land immediately opposite the north end of the 

pond later in the year. Seems unlikely that breeding birds will be able to continue to 

use the site for much longer [NW]. 

2001 Single singing birds on three dates (9 June, 1 and 7 July) - all from area to north 

east of pond now being developed as industrial estate. Records suggest one pair 

may have tried to breed despite the loss of much of the open land in this area. 

However, reduction in records since last year to this suggests may soon be unable 

to breed here [NW]. 

2002 No records. 

2003 No records. 

2004 Six in flight on 16 October [EB]. 

No records since. 

 

SAND MARTIN 

1981-1992 Breeding colony present on a sandpit nearby (now filled in) in the late 1980s. 80 

occupied nest holes in 1987 and 70 in 1988 
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1993  No records. 

1994  No records. 

1995  Two flying south on 15 July. 

1996  One on 13 April and two on 23 June [NW] 

1997  No records. 

1998  One on 11 April and four on 30 June [NW] 

1999  One on 4 July [NW] 

2000  Singles on 8 April [NW] and 26 August [NW]. 

2001  One flying north on 24 March [NW] and a late record of 16 on 7 November [NW]. 

2002  No records. 

2003 Two over the pond on 27 July [NW]. 

2004 Birds were recorded flying over the pond on 19 March [NW], four on 19 May [NW] 

and two on 4 September [NW]. 

2005 No records. 

2006 No records. 

2007 Two flying over on 15 April [NW]. 

2008 Singles seen at the local council depot nearby on 16 March [TE], and one 

unseasonal record on 21 June [NW]. 

2009 One record of a single bird passing through on 11 September [NW] 

2010 Twelve on 30 March and one on 31 March [NW] 

2011 No records 

2012 One record of 30 on 4 May. A relatively large count and the only record made [NW]. 

2013 No records. Several small groups (up to 20) recorded at nearby Holes Bay 

throughout March [IB] 

2014 One on 1 September [NB] and one on 27 July [NB], both recorded mid-afternoon 

2015 No records 

2016 No records 

2017 No records 

2018 No records. Only one record, on 12 September, from nearby Holes Bay [IB] 

No records since 

 

SWALLOW 

1981-1992 No records. 

1993  Small numbers recorded in the autumn. 

1994  Recorded in small numbers throughout the summer. Maximum 75 flying north on 24 

September. 

1995  One flying south on 22 July. 
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1996  Small numbers recorded between 5 May and 12 October. Maximum 6 on 8 

September [NW] 

1997  Small numbers recorded 10 May and 20 September. Maximum 20 flying south on 

13 September [NW] 

1998  One on 18 May and three on 23 May [NW] 

1999 Small numbers recorded on eight occasions between 3 May and 15 October. 

Maximum 30 flying north in small groups on 8 September and 20 on 25 September. 

Much more in evidence than last year [NW]. 

2000  Recorded on eight dates from 24 April to 22 September, usually one or two birds 

Maximum ten on 10 September [NW]. 

2001 Recorded on seven dates from 28 April to 17 September with small numbers flying 

over. Maximum 5 on 28 April [NW]. 

2002 Small numbers recorded flying over from 20 April to 19 October. Maximum 6 on 14th 

September [NW]. 

2003 Recorded in small numbers from 12th April to 6 September [NW], and more records 

than any previous year. Maximum ten feeding over the pond on 11 August [NW]. 

2004  Recorded in small numbers between 21 April and 9 October [NW], with incidents 

similar to last year. Maximum thirty in a 90-minute period on 30 April [NW] and six 

on 9 October [NW] 

2005 Noticeably less records than the previous two years. Single birds were recorded on2 

April [NW], 21 July [NW] and 17 August [NW]; and three on 2 October [NW]. 

2006 Recorded on four dates as follows [NW]:  one on 3 April, three on 17 September, 

two on 8 October and maximum seven on 16 October. 

2007  Recorded in small numbers between 5 April [NW] and 30 September [NW]. 

Maximum seven on 21 September [NW]. 

2008  Recorded on 21 June, then only on 17 and 25 September when ten birds seen 

relatively high above with around 40 House Martins [NW] 

2009  Three records of single birds between 17 April and 9 October [NW]. 

2010  Recorded on three occasions between 20 March and 24 August [NW]. 

2011 One on 11 May [NW] and two on 15 July [NW] 

2012  Recorded in small numbers on five occasions from 13 April [TE] to 13 October [IB]. 

Maximum ten on 4 May [NW]. 

2013  Three on 5 May and 6 on 22 May were the only records made [NW]. 

2014 No records 

2015 No records 

2016 One on 28 April [TE] 

2017 No records 

2018 One on 20 May [IB] 
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2019 Two on 13 April [IB], then single birds present on 12 May [IB] and 1 June [IB] 

2020 No records 

2021 No records 

2022 Small numbers present on several occasions in September, with maximum 12 on 22 

September [MS]. 

 

HOUSE MARTIN 

1981-1992 First recorded on 11 August 1991 

1993  No records. 

1994  No records. 

1995  Two present on 22 October (late record?) 

1996  No records. 

1997  No records. 

1998 One on 4 July [NW] and two on 8 August [NW] 

1999 One on 1 August [NW] 

2000 No records. 

2001  One on 1 and 14 July [NW] two on 29 July [NW], and four on 17 September [NW]. 

2002  Four on 21 July [NW], 7 maximum seven on 24 August (including birds feeding over 

the pond), and four on 14 September [NW] 

2003  Small numbers recorded on seven dates from 21 June to 6 September [NW]. 

Maximum six feeding over the pond for at least one hour) on 11 October [NW]  

2004  Two on 23 April [NW] than a good series of records thr oughout the summer 

until maximum eight together on 4 September [NW]. An exceptional year for this 

species. 

2005 One on 7 May [NW], one on 4 June [NW] and two on 17 June [NW]. 

2006 One on 10 July [NW] and two on 28 July [NW] 

2007  No records. 

2008 Four on 20 July [NW], two on 26 July [NW], then an exceptional record of 40 birds 

flying high over the site (with swallows) on 25 September assumed to be on 

migration [NW]. 

2009  One on 4 July [NW] 

2010 One on 30 March [NW] and one on 28 July [NW] 

2011 One on 15 July [NW], one on 22 September [NW] and one very late record on 11 

November [IB] 

2012 Nine on 4 May [NW] and four on 5 October [NW] 

2013 Three on 1 August [NW]. 

2014 Five on 1 September [NB] 

2015 One on 24 April [NB] 
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2016 Three on 23 July [NB] 

2017 No records 

2018 No records 

2019 No records 

2020 No records 

2021 No records 

2022 Two, with swallows, on 10 September [MS] 

 

CETTI’S WARBLER 

2003 One heard at the end of November [EB, per SR]. 

2004 A calling or seen bird on 1, 9 and 25 January, 7 February [NW], 24 November and 3 

December 2004 (song phrase also heard on these last two dates).  

2005 Recorded on at least thirty-two dates in January-June and September-December, 

usually as singing birds. On a number of occasions it was thought two singing birds 

present. Although breeding was not proved, it seems likely that the big increase in 

records reflects that this species is now breeding on the site (following the first know 

records in 2004). Birds usually heard at the north end of the pond, often near the 

inlet but sometimes in scrub some distance away. Not recorded between 17 June 

[NW] and 6 September [NW]. 

2006 Recorded in all months often as singing birds; an increase over last year. On a 

number of occasions, it was thought at least two singing birds were present and 

there may now be two to four territories based around the north end of the pond. 

2007 Recorded in all months usually as singing birds. On a number of occasions it was 

thought at least two singing birds were present and there may now be four or more 

territories around the pond. Three on 22 February [NW]. Most of the records were 

from the north end of the pond but birds were also heard from the shore along the 

south side of the sanctuary and along much of the east shore. 

2008 Recorded in all months usually as singing birds. On a number of occasions it was 

thought three or more singing birds were present [NW] and there may now be four to 

eight territories around the pond. Most of the records were from the north end of the 

pond. 

2009 Up to five pairs probably bred. Most of the records were from the north end of the 

pond. Not recorded between 7 June [NW] and 4 September [NW] 

2010 One or two birds singing every month, except July [NW] and three or four pairs 

probably bred, suggesting a decline from recent years. 

2011 One or two recorded throughout the year. Three on 8 January [NW] and then three 

again in March and early June [NW]. No records after 23 June, suggesting a decline 

from recent years. 
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2012 Birds were regularly recorded from February to 11 July [NW] and none thereafter. 

Two or more pairs probably bred. 

2013 Two records of singing birds present in January [IB] 

2014 Only one record- a singing bird was present on 16 December [IB] 

2015 One or two birds present from 31 March [IB] to 7 June [NB] 

2016 One singing on 29 May [NB] 

2017 One on 17 March [IB] and one on 1 and 5 November [IB]. Two present on 16 

November [ML] 

2018 One or two birds present throughout May [IB, NB] and again October- December 

[IB, NW]. 

2019 No records 

2020 One on 4 November [IB] and one on 19 November [NW] 

2021 One on 16 December [NW] 

2022 One bird singing from 11 November and occasionally thereafter [MS]. 

 

LONG-TAILED TIT 

1981-1992 No records. 

1993 Small numbers recorded autumn / winter. Maximum 8 on 11 December 

1994 Recorded January to April and September to December. Maximum 21 on 15 

October which will include young birds fledged this year [NW] 

1995 Recorded from 7 January to 29 October. Maximum 12 on 29 October. Thought to be 

nesting in May, and one young seen on 10 June [NW]. 

1996 Recorded throughout the year. Maximum ten on 7 December [NW]. 

1997 Present in small numbers throughout the year. One or two pairs probably bred. 

Maximum 15 on 12 October [NW]. 

1998 Present in small numbers throughout the year. One or two pairs probably bred. 

Maximum 24 on 20 June [NW]. 

1999 Present in small numbers throughout the year. One or two pairs probably bred. 

Maximum ten on 15 October {NW] 

2000 Present in small numbers throughout the year. One or two pairs probably bred. 

Maximum ten on 5 February [NW]. 

2001 Present in small numbers throughout the year. One or two pairs probably bred. 

Maximum five on 19 February (fewer than usual0. 

2002 Present in small numbers throughout the year. One or two pairs probably bred. 

Maximum 10 on 3 June, included fledged young [NW] 

2003 Present in small numbers throughout the year. One or two pairs probably bred. 

Maximum 12 on 14 June [NW] 
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2004 Small numbers present throughout the year, but no records between June and 

August. Maximum eight on 27 November [NW]. A bird was frequenting a gorse bush 

at the north end of the pond in April in a way that suggested nesting and 2 broods 

were present on 29 May [NW]. 

2005  Present in small numbers throughout the year. One or two pairs probably bred. 

Fledged young were seen on 29 May, 26 June and 29 July [NW]. 

2006  Present in small numbers throughout the year. One or two pairs probably bred. 

Fledged young were seen on 8 June, 21 July and 4 August [NW] 

2007  Present in small numbers throughout the year. One or two pairs probably bred. 

Maximum 14 on 14 September [NW] 

2008 Recorded in lower numbers and on fewer occasions than in previous years. One or 

two pairs probably bred, but there are no records between 17 May [NW] and 3 

December [NW] 

2009  Recorded in lower numbers and on fewer occasions than in previous years. One or 

two pairs probably bred, but there are no records between 17 May [NW] and 3 

December [NW]. Maximum 12 on 3 January [NW] 

2010 Significantly fewer records than in previous years. One was seen on 28 April [NW] 

but then there are no records until 22 September. Maximum 15 on 15 December 

[NW] 

2011 Small numbers recorded throughout the winter until 31 March [IB, NW] but no 

breeding evidenced. Eight on 22 September [NW] and six on 6 October [NW] 

2012  Small numbers present throughout the year [IB], but five on 6 June [NW] and 12 on 

25 July [NW] are the only summer records. 10 – 12 birds were recorded on several 

occasions between October – December [NW]. 

2013  Present in small numbers throughout the year. One or two pairs probably bred. 

Maximum ten on 3 January [NW] and 6 August [NW] 

2014 Recorded in march, then September – December [IB]. Maximum seven on 15 

December [SS]. 

2015 Small numbers present January – May, then October – December. Maximum six on 

28 November [SS]. 

2016  Small numbers recorded throughout the year, but there are no records between 4 

May [IB] and 6 September [IB] and no breeding was evidenced. Maximum five on 28 

April [TE]. 

2017 Small numbers recorded throughout the year, but there are no records between 20 

March [IB] and 16 August [IB] and no breeding was evidenced. Woodland areas 

were not regularly visited hence the species is probably under-recorded 
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2018 Fewer records than in previous years, and birds only recorded present in January 

[NB] and October [IB]. Woodland areas were not regularly visited hence the species 

is probably under-recorded 

2019 Small numbers record on single dates in February, May and August. Regularly seen 

from August, with maximum six on 22 December [NW] Woodland areas were not 

regularly visited hence the species is probably under-recorded 

2020  Recorded present only on 4 November [IB]. Woodland areas were not regularly 

visited hence the species is probably under-recorded. 

2021 Small numbers present January – April. No records between 2 May [NB] and 30 

November [IB] 

2022 Present in small numbers in January, February, April and October. 

 

WOOD WARBLER 

2004 One present on 15 April singing trill part of song only as moved around trees beside 

lake [NW]. 

 

WILLOW WARBLER 

1981-1992 No records. 

1993 No records. 

1994 Often present singing from 16 April to 24 September. In late summer, often seen in 

scrub areas to the north and west of the pond. 

1995 Very scarce compared to last year. Singing heard briefly on 21 May and 22 July. 

Probably did not breed on this site, but six birds seen together on 6 August may 

have been a local brood dispersing. 

1996 Recorded on at least eight occasions from 13 April to 21 September, the species 

being much more evident than last year. 

1997 Singing birds in three different locations from 12 April to 26 September; probably 

bred. Maximum ten “willow-chiffs” on 13 September at the north end of the site. 

1998 Recorded on twelve occasions between 11 April and 3 October; distribution 

suggests three possible breeding pairs. 

1999 Recorded on ten occasions between 10 April and 25 September, including one bird 

(thought to be of this species) with a Chiffchaff on 12 February; distribution suggests 

3-4 breeding pairs 

2000 Recorded on 7 dates between 15 April and 8 October. Singing birds were present in 

the scrub in the north part of the sanctuary (and occasionally elsewhere). One or 

two birds were thought to have bred in the north part of the sanctuary area. 
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2001 Present from 7 April and “willow-chiffs” recorded until 13 October. Up to 3 pairs are 

thought to have bred around the edge of the pond (east side - south, sanctuary - 

north and the south end of the sanctuary). 

2002 Only one spring record - a bird singing briefly on 1 April at the north end, suggests a 

big reduction in numbers with no breeding pairs. Three records of birds singing in 

autumn with additional records of “willow/chiffs” suggesting birds moving through. 

2003 No records of singing birds and only records of “willow-chiffs” passing through in 

autumn (see Chiffchaff for details). 

2004 In contrast to last year there were records of singing birds on six dates and one to 

three pairs are thought to have bred. Small groups of “willow/chiffs” were recorded in 

the autumn with presumed migrants often seen at the north end of the pond. 

Maximum 11 on 4 September). 

2005 Singing birds only recorded on three dates (two in the south end of the sanctuary nr 

Hatch Pond Road and one on the Stinsford Road side of the pond); one pair may 

have bred.   

2006 Singing birds recorded on six dates between 3 April and 16 June mainly at the north 

end and along the Stinsford Road side of the pond. A “fall” of birds on 3 April saw 

around 12 present including four singing birds (with two in the same bush). One to 

three pairs may have bred. Numbers of “willow-chiffs” recorded in the autumn 

especially at the north end were probably migrants. 

2007 A singing bird on the 18 April was the only spring record, but presumed migrants 

were recorded from 13 July until 30 September. Numbers of “willow-chiffs” recorded 

in the autumn especially at the north end were probably migrants, 20 such birds 

(definitely including some Willow Warblers) were recorded on 14 September). 

2008 Small numbers recorded from 27 March until 25 September. Singing birds were 

recorded on at least four occasions in the spring in a number of locations, mainly at 

the north end of the pond and one was seen carrying food in that area on 17 May, 

suggesting one, or possibly, more pairs may have bred.  Numbers of “willow-chiffs” 

recorded in the autumn especially at the north end were probably migrants, 30 such 

birds (definitely including some Willow Warblers) were recorded on 25 September 

2008). 

2009 Small numbers recorded from 11 April until 25 September. Although a couple of 

birds were recorded singing there was no strong evidence of birds having bred. 

2010 Small numbers recorded from 30 March to 7 October. Although a couple of birds 

were recorded singing there was no strong evidence of birds having bred. 

2011 One on 6 April [NW] then up to four “willow-chiffs” on 7 July and throughout August. 

Five on 22 September [NW] 
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2012 An increase in records over 2011, with spring records from 12 April to 6 June, 

usually of singing birds. One or more pairs may have bred. In the autumn small 

numbers recorded regularly from 4 August to 12 September. Numbers of migrant 

“willow-chiffs” seen in autumn; including c 20 on 16 August. 

2013 Present from 12 April to 4 September. One or more pairs may have bred. 

2014 One on 21 September [NB] 

2015 One on 4 October [NB] 

2016 One on 23 July [NB] and one on 11 and 18 September [NB] 

2017 No records 

2018 No records 

2019 One on 23 June [NB] 

2020 No records 

2021 One on 8 August [NB] then one on 12 and 19 September [NB] 

2022 One in spring on 24 April [NB]. Then single birds on 14 August [NB], 25 September 

[NB] and 9 October [NB]. 

 

CHIFFCHAFF 

1981-1992 Assumed present but No records. 

1993 One singing on 3 October 

1994 One or two present from 9 April to 6 October. Probably bred in scrub areas to the 

north and west of the pond. One was seen collecting nest material. 

1995 A single was seen on 7 January and 26 February. Birds then recorded on ten dates 

from 13 March to 18 November. May have bred. Maximum four on 9 September 

1996 Recorded form 16 March to 19 October, and one in winter on 7 December. May 

have bred. Maximum 10 “willow-chiffs” were recorded in spring and autumn, from 

scrub areas at the north end. 

1997 Up to three birds recorded from 1 March to 12 October, and one in winter on 6 

December; may have bred. 

1998 Recorded from 7 March (six birds) to 17 October; winter records from January, 

February and November-December. Maximum 20 “willow-chiffs” present on 19 

September 

1999 Recorded from 11 March to 19 October, and breeding birds totalled 3 – 6 pairs. 

Maximum five “willow-chiffs” recorded in September-October at the north end 

around the reedbed. 

2000 Recorded on twenty-seven dates between 18 March and 1 October. Wintering birds 

were recorded on 7 (one bird), 8 (four birds) and 15 (one bird) January - often fly 

catching at the north end of the pond. Birds were regularly present from 18 March to 

1 October with singing birds in the scrub of the sanctuary (especially the north end) 
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and the scrub on the east side of the pond. Distribution of singing birds suggested 6-

9 pairs may have bred. 

2001 Present from 16 March and “willow-chiffs” recorded until 13 October. No winter 

records. Five to seven pairs are believed to have bred, mainly in the scrub and 

developing woodland in the northern part of the sanctuary and around the north end 

of the pond. 

2002 Present from 23 March to the end of the year with one or two wintering birds 

recorded in 6 dates in November and December. Four to six pairs are believed to 

have bred, mainly in the scrub and developing woodland in the northern part of the 

sanctuary and around the north end of the pond.  Three records were made of bird 

singing in the autumn.  Up to 6 “willow/chiffs” were recorded in the autumn with 

presumed migrants often seen at the north end of the pond 

2003 Wintering birds included one on 13th January (Shaun Robson) and one on 8th 

February at the north end of the pond and one, sometimes two, regularly present at 

the north end of the pond October through to December. Four to six pairs are 

believed to have bred, mainly in the scrub and developing woodland in the northern 

part of the sanctuary and around the north end of the pond.  A number of records 

were made of bird singing in the autumn. Small groups of “willow/chiffs” were 

recorded in the autumn with presumed migrants often seen at the north end of the 

pond. 

2004 Recorded in all months, with single wintering birds often recorded at the north end of 

the pond. Three to six pairs are believed to have bred around all sides of the pond 

(except along Hatch Pond Road). A number of records were made of bird singing in 

the autumn. Small groups of “willow/chiffs” were recorded in the autumn with 

presumed migrants often seen at the north end of the pond. Maximum 11 on 4 

September). 

2005 Recorded in all months, with up to 3 recorded in the first winter period and 4 in the 

second winter period of the year (most wintering birds at the north end of the pond) 

an increase in numbers over previous years.  Two to six pairs are thought to have 

bred around the pond.  Up to 7 “willow-chiffs” were recorded in the autumn at the 

north end of the pond. 

2006 Recorded in all months except December (first winter period often two or more 

present).  Singing birds recorded at north end and in sanctuary and near Holly 

Hedge Lane suggest 2-5 pairs bred around pond.  Numbers of “willow-chiffs” 

recorded in the autumn especially at the north end were probably migrants. 

2007 Recorded from 15 March to the end of December (including 3 on 25 November . 

Unusually no records made in the first winter period. Singing birds recorded along 

both west and east sides of lake suggest 6 – 7 pairs may have bred around pond. 
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Numbers of “willow-chiffs” recorded in the autumn especially at the north end were 

probably migrants, 20 such birds (definitely including some Chiffchaffs) were 

recorded on 14 September). 

2008 Two records in the first winter period (two on 4 January and one on 16 February) 

and then recorded regularly from 6th March 2008 to the end of the year, with 

apparent migrants present until early October. In the second winter period 1 to 3 

birds were recorded on 13, 15, 22 and 26 November and 12 December. Singing 

birds recorded along both west and east sides of lake suggest 5 – 8 pairs may have 

bred around pond.  Numbers of “willow-chiffs” recorded in the autumn especially at 

the north end were probably migrants, 30 such birds (definitely including some 

Chiffchaffs) were recorded on 25th September 2008). A bird with an unusually loud 

and “sweet” call, which was also noticeable grey with buff-ish flanks was recorded 

on 13 November and may have been a different subspecies. 

2009 One two birds present in the first winter period and then recorded regularly from 11th 

March. In the second winter period at least two birds were present from end of 

November through to the end of December with a Siberian Chiffchaff reported on a 

number of occasions. Singing birds recorded along both west and east sides of lake 

suggest 3-4 pairs may have bred around pond. 

2010 Two birds present on 4 January included a bird of the P.c. tristis subspecies 

“Siberian” Chiffchaff [TE]. One to two birds also recorded on 16 and 17 January. 

Present from 1 March to 17 October with around four pairs thought to have bred and 

fledged young seen. 

2011 Present in spring from 4 April [IB], and one winter bird seen on 15 November [IB]. 

2012 Present from 8 January [IB], with maximum six present on 20 February [IB]. Spring 

birds from 21 March to 19 October [IB]. Three or four pairs are thought to have bred; 

numbers of migrant “willow-chiffs” seen in autumn; including c20 on 16 August. No 

wintering birds seen. 

2013 Present from 21 April [IB] to 10 October [IB] with a number of pairs thought to have 

bred. No wintering birds recorded. 

2014 Present from 2 April to 9 June [IB] and wintering birds were recorded in October, 

November and December [SS] 

2015 One present throughout January [IB]. Spring birds recorded from 25 March to 5 

June [IB]. No records through the summer, or in the following winter period. 

2016 Recorded in spring from 30 March [TE] and in the winter period on 9 December 

[NW] 

2017 Present from 3 March [IB] to 30 October [IB]. Maximum six on 11 September [SS] 

suggesting that at least two pairs bred. 

2018 Present from 20 May [IB} but no wintering records. 
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2019 Present from 14 April [IB] to 19 October [IB] but no wintering records. 

2020 Records only from 27 May [IB] and 25 October [NW] suggesting the species was 

under-recorded this year. 

2021 Present from 21 March [NB] into July, and one present on 16 December [NW] 

2022 Present from 27 March [NB] with maximum four on 10 September [MS]. One 

recorded in October and November [MS] 

 

SEDGE WARBLER 

1981-1992 No records. 

1993 No records. 

1994 One on 3 September in reeds at the north end of the pond 

1995 Single birds singing on 9 May [per NW] and 18 August [NW]. 

1996 Singles on 12 May and 14 July; two on 15 September [NW]. Maximum six on 28 

May. 

1997 One or two recorded on ten dates until 13 September. One pair probably bred, 

constituting the first breeding record for this site. 

1998 Four records of singing birds from 10 May to 14 June; one pair may have bred 

1999 Just one record of a single bird on the spit on 1 August [NW] 

2000 Two on 16 July [NW]. 

2001 No records. 

2002 Recorded on at least one occasion, but no further details [per EB] 

2003 No records. 

2004 Two birds present on 30 April, and one heard briefly from “the spit” area on 1 May 

[NW]. 

2005 One was recorded singing at the east end of the spit on 7 May [NW] and another 

was seen on 4 August [NW]. 

2006 Three records of singing birds on 21 April, 30 April and 21 July [NW] – the first two 

in roughly the same location and the last at a different part of the site. Probably a 

bird on passage rather than a breeding territory. 

2007 Two records of singing birds on 15 and 18 April [NW]. Probably a bird on passage 

rather than a breeding territory. 

2008 Single birds on 27 April [EB] and 26 July and up to three around 5 May [EB]. 

2009 A single bird on 1 May was the only record [NW]. 

2010 Single birds on 21 and 28 April [NW] and two singing on 5 May [NW]. Single birds 

also present on 11 and 24 August [NW] 

2011 One singing on 11 May [NW] 

2012 Single bird present on 4 May [NW] and three singing on 7 May [NW]. One on 12 

September [NW]. 
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2013 Single bird present and singing on 5 May [NW] and one seen on 5 October [NW] 

2014 One present on 6 May [NW] 

2015 No records 

2016 No records 

2017 No records 

2018 One on 3 June [EB] 

No records since 

 

REED WARBLER 

1981-1992 No records. 

1993 No records. 

1994 A single bird was singing from the reeds at the north end of the Pond on five dates 

between May and August. May have bred 

1995 Single birds singing form the reeds between 6 May and 6 August. Two singing (one 

from each end of the Pond) on 22 July. Two birds seen on 6 August. May have bred. 

1996 One singing from 5 May to 24 October. Four singing on 1 June when birds were 

seen carrying food and faecal sacks. It is thought two pairs bred on the site [NW]. 

Maximum seven on 21 July was thought to include young birds. The general level of 

activity was considered much greater than in recent years, perhaps reflecting the 

increase in extent of the reedbeds, especially at the north end of the pond. 

1997 Singing birds present from 30 April to 12 September; maximum seven on 21 July 

[NW]. At least six or seven pairs are thought to have bred, suggesting the species is 

increasing at this site. 

1998 Singing birds present from 24 April and 19 September; maximum seven on 14 June 

and 24 July. Between seven and ten pairs are thought to have bred. This suggests 

an increase on last year, with birds now apparently breeding on both sides of the 

pond as well as at the north end [NW]. 

1999 Singing birds present from 24 April and 28 August; maximum eight on 4 July and 7 

August [NW]. Distribution suggests that between eight and twelve pairs bred. Ten 

seen on 7 August may have included young birds [NW] 

2000 Singing birds present from 24 April to 7 October; maximum seven on 10 June. 

Seven to nine pairs are thought to have bred: two-thirds at the north end of the pond 

and others mainly around the east side of the pond with one probably pair at the 

south end of the sanctuary. Other birds may have been present along the sanctuary 

side of the pond but this was not visited regularly. Singing birds were seen in thick 

scrub at the north end of the pond away from the reeds fringing the lake [NW]. 

2001 Singing birds present between 28 April and 11 August, maximum seven on 20 May 

and 23 June. Approximately eight pairs are thought to have bred: two at the north 
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end of the pond and the remainder around the edge of the pond (except the south 

side). Other birds may have been present along the sanctuary side of the pond but 

this was not visited regularly. Singing birds were seen in thick scrub at the north end 

of the pond away from the reeds fringing the lake [NW]. 

2002 Singing birds present between 20 April and 14 August, maximum six on 13 July. 

Seven or eight pairs are thought to have bred: two at the north end of the pond and 

the remainder around the edge of the pond (except the south side). Other birds may 

have been present along the sanctuary side of the pond but this was not visited 

regularly [NW].  

2003 Singing birds present between 27 April and 30 August; maximum five on 1 June. 

Five to nine pairs are thought to have bred: mostly at the north end of the pond, on 

the east side, but also around the edge of the pond (except the south side). Other 

birds may have been present along the sanctuary side of the pond but this was not 

visited regularly [NW].   

2004 Singing birds present between 28 April and 14 October; maximum seven on 15 May. 

Six to nine pairs are thought to have bred: mostly at the north end of the pond, on 

the east side, but also around the edge of the pond (except the south side). Other 

birds may have been present along the sanctuary side of the pond but this was not 

visited regularly [NW]. 

2005 Singing birds present between 7 May and 18 September. Five to eight pairs are 

thought to have bred: mostly at the north end of the pond, on the east side, but also 

around the edge of the pond.  Fledged young seen on two occasions. Other birds 

may have been present along the sanctuary side of the pond but this was not visited 

regularly [NW]. 

2006 Singing birds present between 21 April and 31 August; maximum five on 23 August. 

Five to seven pairs are thought to have bred around the edge of the pond. Fledged 

young seen and a family party moving along the wildlife corridor in the Sanctuary. 

Other birds may have been present along the sanctuary side of the pond but this 

was not visited regularly [NW].   

2007 Singing birds present between 27 April to and September; maximum five in June. 

Seven to nine pairs are thought to have bred around the edge of the pond. Fledged 

young seen and a singing bird in the wildlife corridor in the sanctuary. Other birds 

may have been present along the sanctuary side of the pond but this was not visited 

regularly NW].   

2008 Present from 22 April to 17 September. Around five to seven pairs are thought to 

have bred around the edge of the pond with fledged young seen. Other birds may 

have been present along the sanctuary side of the pond but this was not visited 

regularly [NW].   
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2009 Present from 17 April to 25 September. Around five to eight pairs are thought to 

have bred around the edge of the pond with fledged young seen. Other birds may 

have been present along the sanctuary side of the pond but this was not visited 

regularly [NW]. 

2010 Present 28 April to 24 August. Around four to seven pairs are thought to have bred 

around the edge of the pond along the east side with two probable pairs in the 

sanctuary [NW] 

2011 Present from 9 April [IB] to 24 August [NW]; maximum seven on 1 June [NW]. Five 

to seven pairs probably bred, and two family parties were seen on 19 July [NW] 

2012 Present from 24 April to 12 September. Around four to seven pairs are thought to 

have bred around the edge of the pond along the east side with one or two probable 

pairs in the sanctuary [NW]. 

2013 Present from 19 April to 13 August, but with fewer than previous years. Around five 

pairs are thought to have bred around the edge of the pond along the east side with 

one or two probable pairs in the sanctuary [NW]. 

2014 Singing birds present from 24 April [PR] to 6 July [NB]: no other information is 

available. 

2015 Singing birds present from 24 April [RW] to 6 July [NB]: Two singing birds, 

presumably males holding territories [DBR] 

2016 Singing birds present from 22 May (two birds) [NB to 11 September [IB]. Two 

singing birds, presumably males holding territories [DBR]. 

2017 Singing birds present from 24 April [GW] to 25 July [IB]: Three singing birds, 

presumably males holding territories [DBR] 

2018 Singing birds present from 20 May [IB] to 1 July [NB] with at least five on 3 June 

[EB]. No breeding information is available but the July record suggests at least five 

males held territories 

2019 Singing birds present from 1 May [TC] to 5 June [NB]. No breeding information is 

available but the data suggests at least two males held territories. 

2020 Singing birds recorded from 24 May [NB] to 21 June [NB]. No breeding information 

is available but the data suggests at least three males held territories. 

2021 Singing birds recorded from 23 May [NB] to 20 June [NB]. No breeding information 

is available but the data suggests at least two males held territories. 

2022 Singing birds recorded from 29 May [NB] to 19 June [NB]. No breeding information 

is available but the data suggests at least two males held territories. 

 

MARSH WARBLER 

1996 One singing male – thought to be of this species - held territory in the north east 

reed bed over the summer and previously did so in 1995 
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This record was rejected by the Rarities Panel in 1997. 

2009  One was present singing on 25 May. The bird was sound recorded by the finder 

[EB} and both seen and heard by other observers, and subsequently accepted by 

the Dorset Records Panel 

 

BLACKCAP 

1981-1992 No records. 

1993 No records. 

1994 Recorded singing on four occasions April to June. May have bred to west of lake or 

(less likely) in scrub along Stinsford Road. 

1995 Up to two birds singing on three dates from 6 May to 10 June; may have bred 

1996 Just one record of a bird calling on 28 May 

1997 Single birds recorded on eight dates from 12 April to 14 August. Most of the records 

refer to singing birds at four different areas around the site [NW]. Did not necessarily 

breed. 

1998 Single birds recorded on eleven dates from 11 April to 8 August, with two on 20 

June [NW] Two or three pairs may have bred. 

1999 Four singing birds present on 17 April and four on 24 April [NW]. No later records 

suggest the birds may have moved on rather than bred on the site 

2000 Three records (6, 15 and 28 May) refer to singing birds in the woodland at the south-

west side of the site and the scrub/woodland on the east edge of the pond (south 

end). At one point birds were heard singing simultaneously from these two areas 

[NW]. One or two birds may have bred although the absence of later records 

suggests these may just have been birds passing through. 

2001 Singing birds recorded between 7 May and 1 September represents an increase on 

last year. Birds sang in two areas: scrub/woodland on more or less midway up the 

east edge of the pond and at the south end of the sanctuary suggesting one or two 

pairs may have bred. 

2002 Singing birds recorded between 13 April and 24 August, and also two presumed 

wintering birds on 5 January [NW] and 16 November [NW]. Singing birds at the 

south end of the sanctuary, at the north end of the pond and in various places along 

the east side of the pond, though some of these may have been birds singing on 

migration suggesting two or three pairs may have bred. 

2003 Singing birds recorded between 6 April and 6 September, and a presumed wintering 

male on 14 December [NW]. Birds were regularly recorded singing between 6 April 

to 15 July; two or possibly three pairs may have bred. Singing birds at the south end 

of the sanctuary, at the north end of the pond and in various places along the east 

side of the pond. 
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2004 Singing birds recorded on 27 March and 3 April [NW] and a male was also seen on 

4 September [NW]. 

2005 An exceptional year, with one or two singing birds present from 2 April [NW] to 26 

November [NW] suggesting one or two pairs may have bred in the scrub/woodland 

along the Stinsford Road edge of the pond. A fledged juvenile was seen on 21 July. 

2006 Nine records – one winter record (11 February) and the remainder from 12 May to 8 

October [NW]. Two records of singing birds in May from wooded area near Holly 

Hedge Lane were followed by no records until August suggesting the species did 

not breed. 

2007 Recorded from 10 March to 11 October, with many records of singing birds [NW], 

suggesting at least three pairs possibly bred. Pairs located at the south end of the 

sanctuary, at the north end (south of the cycleway) and in the woodland along the 

eastern shore. 

2008 Two records in February (8 and 16) and then recorded from 12 April to 17 

September [NW]. Many records of singing birds (and one of birds carrying food) – 

suggesting three pairs (possibly more bred), pairs located at the south end of the 

sanctuary, at the north end (south of the cycleway) and in the woodland along the 

eastern shore. 

2009 One on 16 March (JL) and then recorded from 11 April to 25 September. Many 

records of singing birds (and one of birds carrying food) – suggesting three pairs 

(possibly more) bred. Pairs located at the south end of the sanctuary, at the north 

end (south of the cycleway) and in the woodland along the eastern shore. A female 

on 6 December [NW] and a male on 26 December [NW] were the only records from 

the second winter period. 

2010 One or two recorded in January to March and then present from 9 April to 7 

October. Three or even four pairs are thought to have bred around pond [NW]. 

2011 One female present on 8 February [NW] and 22 March [NW]. Singing males present 

from 6 April to 9 June [NW] suggesting two or three pairs may have bred. 

2012 One on 11 January [NW] and 28 January [IB] and then present and singing from 26 

March [NW] to 19 September [NW]. Around four pairs are thought to have bred. No 

records from October to December. 

2013 One reported from a nearby garden on 6 February. Singing birds were heard from 

19 April [NW] to 6 July [NW] and present until 4 September [NW]. One to four pairs 

may have bred. 

2014 One on 18 May [NB] is the only record submitted this year No summer records 

suggests that birds may not have bred at the site 

2015 Singing birds present form 12 April [NB] until 24 May [NB]. No summer records 

suggests that birds may not have bred at the site. 
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2016 Singing birds present from 12 April [NB] Three on 28 April [TE] 

2017 One on 4 June [NB] and one on 13 and 14 June [ML] 

2018 The only record is of a single bird on 15 July [NB] 

2019 At least one present from 29 April to 16 June [NB] 

2020 The only record is of a single bird on 24 May [NB] 

2021 At least one present from 4 April to 20 June [NB] 

2022 At least one present from 3 April to 17 July [NB] 

 

GARDEN WARBLER 

1981-1992 No records. 

1993 No records. 

1994 One singing from woodland near the garden of No. 4 Plantation Road on 16 July. 

This area was subsequently cleared for development. 

1995 No records. 

1996 A single bird recorded on 25 August [NW] 

1997 One seen (not singing) on 6 July in scrub at the north end of the pond [NW] 

1998 No records. 

1999 One singing north of the fishing platform on 3 May [NW] 

2000 No records. 

2001 One singing in scrub along Stinsford Road on 1 September [NW] 

2002 No records. 

2003 No records. 

2004 One was recorded at the north end of the pond on 13 August [NW] 

No records since. 

 

LESSER WHITETHROAT 

1981-1992 No records. 

1993 No records. 

1994 No records. 

1995 A singing bird was recorded near Stinsford Road on 6 and 10 May [ND] 

1996 One was heard singing briefly on 5 May [NW] 

1997 One singing along Stinsford Road towards the top end of the pond on four 

occasions between 4 May and 30 August [SR, NW] 

1998 One on 18 July [NW] 

1999 One singing along Stinsford Road towards the top end of the pond on eight 

occasions between 3 May and 28 August [NW], and again on 30 August [SR]. Three 

birds were seen together on 7 July suggesting a pair may have bred NW]. 
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2000 Two on the 6 May were the only birds recorded: one in scrub at the north end of the 

pond and one singing in scrub along the east side of the pond [NW]. 

2001 No records. 

2002 One singing on at the north end on 4 May [NW], two nearby on 11 May [NW] and 

one on 4 August in the same area [NW]. 

2003 No records. 

2004 One on 30 April [NW] 

2005 No records. 

2006 No records. 

2007 No records. 

2008 One was heard singing on 5 May [TE] 

2009 One was heard singing on 1 May [NW] 

2010 No records. 

2011 No records 

2012 Single birds on 4 and 7 May and 12 October. 

No records since. 

 

WHITETHROAT 

1981-1992 No records. 

1993 No records. 

1994 One singing from scrub at the north end of the Pond on four dates between April 

and July 

1995 No records. 

1996 One or two birds recorded on seven dates from 27 April to 15 September [NW]. 

Birds were seen carrying nesting material on two occasions. Probably bred in the 

scrubby area at the north end of the pond, by the path from Stinsford Road to 

Sandyhurst Close. 

1997 One was recorded singing in the scrub at the north end from 30 April to 24 May 

[NW]. A second bird was singing from the landscaping around the industrial units 

nearby om 3 May [NW]. One pair probably bred. 

1998 No records. 

1999 No records. 

2000 One or two birds recorded on four dates 24 April to 16 July; three records referred to 

singing birds and all were from the scrub at the north end of the pond - suggesting 

one pair may have bred in the same area as 1997 [NW] 

2001 One singing in scrub along the north-east of the pond on 28 April was the only 

record [NW]. 

2002 Two at the north end of the pond on 22 June was the only record [NW]. 
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2003 No records. 

2004 No records. 

2005 Single birds on 7 May (singing in the hedge along Stinsford Road) [NW] and 4 

August [NW]. 

2006 Single birds on 21 and 25 April [NW] and 24 August [NW] were probably migrants 

passing through. 

2007 Records of singing birds on 12 and 17 May [NW] were probably migrants passing 

through. 

2008 Single birds on 22 April, 24 May, 15 August and 28 August [NW] 

2009 Single bird on 14 August [NW]. 

2010 Single bird on 4 August [NW] 

2011 No records 

2012 Single birds on 4 and 7 May [NW] and 12 October [NW] 

2013 No records. 

2014 One on 15 June [NB] 

No records since. 

 

DARTFORD WARBLER 

1981-1992 No records. 

1993 No records. 

1994 One on 10 October (ND) 

1995 One young bird at the north end of the site on 22 October 

1996 Two in scrub at the north end of the pond on 28 May 

1997 No records. 

1998 No records. 

1999 No records. 

2000 No records. 

2001 No records. 

2002 No records. 

2003 Two reported by a visitor in the sanctuary area on the north-west side of the pond on 

22 February and one heard in the same area on 1 March [NW] 

2004 No records. 

2005 No records. 

2006 No records. 

2007 No records. 

2008 No records. 

2009 No records. 

2010 No records. 



144 

 

2011 No records. 

2012 No records. 

2013 No records. 

2014 No records. 

2015 No records. 

2016 No records. 

2017 No records. 

2018 One on 25 September [EB] 

No records since 

 

FIRECREST 

2005 One was seen on 26 and 28 November [EB] Probably present for a few days in the 

scrub at the end of Sandyhurst Close associating with a flock that included Long-

tailed Tits, Goldcrests and Chiffchaffs. 

2006 No records. 

2007 No records. 

2008 No records. 

2009 No records. 

2010 No records. 

2011 No records. 

2012 No records. 

2013 No records. 

2014 A member of the public reported three birds present on 29 October [per PM] 

2015 One in the nearby Fleetsbridge area on 27 January [Paul Morton] 

2016 One at nearby Holes Bay in January / February, and on at Hatch Pond on 3 

September [IB] 

2017 One on 18 October [IB] and up to four nearby at Holes Bay [IB] 

2018 No records 

2019 One on 22 December [NW] 

2020 No records 

2021 No records 

2022 Two birds started coming regularly to a garden in Royster Close from the sanctuary 

area in November 

 

GOLDCREST 

1981-1992 No records. 

1993 One present on 20 November. 
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1994 Recorded on three occasions, including Plantation Woodland. Maximum four on 15 

October 

1995 Recorded from 4 March to 10 December. Maximum 4 on 18 November. 

1996 Recorded throughout most of the year. Maximum 8 with a tit flock on 30 November 

[NW]. May breed. 

1997 Present in small numbers throughout the year, and heard singing in Plantation 

Woodland. A juvenile bird was seen on 13 September [NW] suggesting at least one 

pair probably bred. 

1998 Present in small numbers throughout the year. Two juveniles were seen on 29 

August [NW] suggesting at least one pair probably bred. 

1999 Present in small numbers throughout the year. Probably bred. Maximum 6 in one 

party along Stinsford Road on 20 November [NW]. 

2000 Present in small numbers throughout the year, and heard singing in Plantation 

Woodland. Fewer records than previous years, perhaps because woodland areas 

were visited less. 

2001 Present in small numbers throughout the year. Woodland areas were not regularly 

visited hence the species is probably under-recorded 

2002 Present in small numbers throughout the year. Woodland areas were not regularly 

visited hence the species is probably under-recorded 

2003 Present in small numbers throughout the year. Probably bred. Woodland areas were 

not regularly visited hence the species is probably under-recorded 

2004 Although only recorded on seven dates (1-3 birds) in January-March, September-

October and December [NW]; the main woodland areas were not visited to any 

great extent and the species may have been present all year and could have bred. 

2005 Present in small numbers throughout the year. Probably bred. Woodland areas were 

not regularly visited hence the species is probably under-recorded 

2006 Present in small numbers throughout the year. Probably bred. Woodland areas were 

not regularly visited hence the species is probably under-recorded 

2007 Present in small numbers throughout the year. Probably bred. Woodland areas were 

not regularly visited hence the species is probably under-recorded 

2008 Recorded in small numbers all months, except September 2008. Singing birds were 

present in the south end of the sanctuary and in woodland/scrub at the north end of 

the pond probably indicating breeding. 

2009 Present in small numbers throughout the year. A family party was present on 14 

July, suggesting at least one pair probably bred [NW] 

2010 Present in small numbers throughout the year. Probably bred. Woodland areas were 

not regularly visited hence the species is probably under-recorded 
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2011 Present in small numbers throughout the year. A family party was present on 3 

August [NW]. Woodland areas were not regularly visited hence the species is 

probably under-recorded 

2012 Recorded in all months except June 2012 and November 2012, with fledged young 

seen on 12 September suggesting at least one pair probably bred [NW]. 

2013 Present in small numbers throughout the year. Probably bred. Woodland areas were 

not regularly visited hence the species is probably under-recorded 

2014 Fewer records than usual (and only from November), but woodland areas were not 

regularly visited hence the species is probably under-recorded 

2015 Fewer records than usual (only from January, March and November), but woodland 

areas were not regularly visited hence the species is probably under-recorded 

2016 No records, but as woodland areas were not regularly visited the species is probably 

under-recorded 

2017 Present in small numbers throughout the year and probably bred, but as woodland 

areas were not regularly visited the species is probably under-recorded 

2018 Fewer records than usual (and only from November), but as woodland areas were 

not regularly visited the species is probably under-recorded 

2019 Fewer records than usual (and only from November [NW], but as woodland areas 

were not regularly visited the species is probably under-recorded 

2020 Fewer records than usual and only from January and November [IB], but as 

woodland areas were not regularly visited the species is probably under-recorded. 

2021 Very few records, but as woodland areas were not regularly visited the species is 

probably under-recorded 

2022 Present in small numbers (up to four) from September to December. Probably bred. 

 

WREN 

1981-1992 Small numbers recorded in autumn / winter 

1993 Small numbers recorded in autumn / winter 

1994 Present throughout the year; probably bred 

1995 Present throughout the year; probably bred 

1996 Present throughout the year; probably bred 

1997 Present throughout the year; probably bred 

1998 Present throughout the year; probably bred; maximum five singing on 13 April 

1999 Present throughout the year; probably bred 

2000 Present in all months of the year; four to seven pairs are thought to have bred in the 

scrub and woodland around the pond (note the woodland/scrub areas in the 

sanctuary were not regularly visited). 
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2001 Recorded most of the year (though no records for August or September).  Four to 

seven pairs are thought to have bred in the scrub and woodland around the pond 

(note: sanctuary area not surveyed). 

2002 Recorded in every month. Three to six pairs are thought to have bred in the scrub 

and woodland around the pond (note: sanctuary area not surveyed). Fledged young 

seen. 

2003 Probably present all year (no records made in September or October). Six to nine 

pairs are thought to have bred in the scrub and woodland around the pond (note: 

sanctuary area not surveyed). 

2004 Present all year.  Four to six pairs are thought to have bred in the scrub and 

woodland around the pond (note: sanctuary area not surveyed). 

2005 Present all year.  Four to six pairs are thought to have bred in the scrub and 

woodland around the pond (note: sanctuary area not surveyed). 

2006 Present all year.  Four to seven pairs are thought to have bred in the scrub and 

woodland around the pond (note: sanctuary area not surveyed). 

2007 Present all year.  Four to nine pairs are thought to have bred in the scrub and 

woodland around the pond (note: sanctuary area not surveyed). 

2008 Present all year.  Four to eight pairs are thought to have bred in the scrub and 

woodland around the pond (note: sanctuary area not surveyed). 

2009 Present all year. At least five pairs are thought to have bred in the scrub and 

woodland around the pond (note: sanctuary area not surveyed). 

2010 Present all year. At least five pairs are thought to have bred in the scrub and 

woodland around the pond (note: sanctuary area not surveyed). 

2011 Present all year. At least five pairs are thought to have bred in the scrub and 

woodland around the pond 

2012 Present all year. At least five pairs are thought to have bred in the scrub and 

woodland around the pond (note: sanctuary area not surveyed). 

2013 Present all year. Probably bred. 

2014 Present all year. At least five pairs are thought to have bred in the scrub and 

woodland around the pond 

2015 Present all year. At least five pairs are thought to have bred in the scrub and 

woodland around the pond 

2016 Present all year. At least five pairs are thought to have bred in the scrub and 

woodland around the pond 

2017 Present all year. At least five pairs are thought to have bred in the scrub and 

woodland around the pond 

2018 Present all year. At least five pairs are thought to have bred in the scrub and 

woodland around the pond 
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2019 Present all year. At least five pairs are thought to have bred in the scrub and 

woodland around the pond 

2020 Present all year. At least five pairs are thought to have bred in the scrub and 

woodland around the pond 

2021 Present all year. At least five pairs are thought to have bred in the scrub and 

woodland around the pond 

2022 Present every session from September – December, averaging 5-6 birds per visit. 

With rear garden access to the sanctuary and woodland areas of Hatch Pond, MS 

was able to confirm the presence of a larger population than previously reported 

 

NUTHATCH 

1981-1992 No records. 

1993 No records. 

1994 No records. 

1995 No records. 

1996 One or two recorded on three dates, including one singing in Plantation Woodland 

1997 Singles recorded on two dates, including one singing in Plantation Woodland on 22 

March [NW] 

1998 One in Plantation Woodland on 10 May is the only record [NW]. 

1999 No records. 

2000 One in Plantation Woodland on 31 December is the only record [NW]. Woodland 

areas were not regularly visited hence the species is probably under-recorded 

2001 No records. 

2002 No records. 

2003 No records. 

2004 No records. 

2005 No records. 

2006 No records. 

2007 A single bird in the south end of the sanctuary on 8 July was the only record (note 

Plantation Woodland not visited). 

2008 No records. 

2009 One on 3 January at the south end of the sanctuary was the only record 

2010 Recorded on three dates in June, July and October all at the south end of the 

sanctuary where a pair may have bred. 

2011 Recorded on a few occasions throughout the year, with possibly as many as seven 

heard in May. All at the south end of the sanctuary where a pair may have bred. 

2012 One on 21 March was the only record. 
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2013 Eight records usually in south end of sanctuary in February-April and June-July, 

including birds carrying food – probably bred in this area. 

2014 Present all year. One or two pairs are thought to have bred in the woodland around 

the sanctuary area 

2015 Present all year. One or two pairs are thought to have bred in the woodland around 

the sanctuary area 

2016 Present all year. One or two pairs are thought to have bred in the woodland around 

the sanctuary area 

2017 Present all year. One or two pairs are thought to have bred in the woodland around 

the sanctuary area 

2018 Present all year. One or two pairs are thought to have bred in the woodland around 

the sanctuary area 

2019 Present all year. One or two pairs are thought to have bred in the woodland around 

the sanctuary area 

2020 Present all year. One or two pairs are thought to have bred in the woodland around 

the sanctuary area 

2021 Present all year. One or two pairs are thought to have bred in the woodland around 

the sanctuary area 

2022 Birds regularly seen coming to feeders in Royster Close from November. One pair 

singing from September onwards 

 

TREECREEPER 

2002 One at south end of the sanctuary on 16 March [NW] 

2003 No records. 

2004 No records. 

2005 Three records of single birds at the south end of the sanctuary on 15 July [NW] and 

the north end on 3 and 8 December [NW] 

2006 Two records of single birds on 17 and 24 February both near Holly Hedge Lane 

[NW]. 

No records since 

 

STARLING 

1981-1992 Small numbers present in the autumn / winter. 

1993 Small numbers present in the autumn / winter. Maximum 50 on power cables on 9 

October 

1994 Small numbers throughout the year. Larger flocks seen flying to roost locally include 

250 on 26 August and 150 on 3 October 
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1995 Recorded from February to October; maximum 11 on 4 February. Two were seen 

carrying food on 6 May – probably bred at or near the site 

1996 Small numbers (up to six) recorded throughout the year 

1997 Singles recorded on 12 March and 18 October 

1998 Recorded in small numbers March to May and in October. Maximum six on 23 May. 

Birds usually seen flying to and from nearby houses. 

1999 Recorded in small numbers throughout the year. Maximum 10 on 21 August. Birds 

usually seen flying to and from nearby houses. Probably bred nearby 

2000 Recorded on 10 dates in January, February, April, May, June and December.  

Numbers small (maximum 6 on 28 January).  Usually seen flying over or in/over 

nearby gardens. 

2001 Recorded in small numbers in January, March to July and October - November.  

Maximum six on 16 November. Birds were seen with nest material, carrying food 

and with fledged young suggesting breeding nearby (possibly in local houses); birds 

usually seen flying over site. 

2002 Recorded on thirteen dates through most of the year. Numbers small, maximum 10 

on 7 October. Birds were seen carrying food and may have bred on site or nearby 

(possibly in local houses); birds usually seen flying over site. 

2003 Recorded on at least 12 dates through most of the year (except August and 

September). Numbers small, maximum 30 on 8 August. Birds were seen carrying 

food and are may have bred nearby; birds usually seen flying over site. 

2004 Recorded on at least 9 dates through most of the year (except June-September and 

December). Numbers small, maximum 10 on 30 October. Birds were seen singing 

on the northern boundary of the site on two occasions and 3 fledged young were 

seen being fed by a parent bird in the same general area. One or more pairs 

probably bred nearby. 

2005 Recorded throughout the year (except August-September). Numbers small, 

maximum 23 on 6 October. Fledged young seen on two occasions; may have bred 

nearby. 

2006 Recorded throughout the year (except June). Numbers small, maximum 20 on 12 

January.   

2007 Recorded throughout the year (except June). Numbers small, maximum 20 on 12 

January. Birds were seen carrying food and with fledged young in the vicinity of 

Sandyhurst Close and there may well be breeding birds in nearby houses or 

gardens. 

2008 Recorded in small numbers throughout the year (except July and September). Birds 

were heard singing, seen carrying food and with fledged young in the vicinity of 
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Sandyhurst Close and there are probably breeding birds in nearby houses or 

gardens. 

2009 Recorded in small numbers for most of the year (largest flock 20 on 28 October. 

2010 Recorded in small numbers in all months of the year except October. An adult was 

seen carrying food as were fledged young and probably bred nearby north of pond.   

2011 Recorded in small numbers in all months of the year except February; probably bred 

nearby on the housing areas. 

2012 Recorded in small numbers in all months of the year; probably bred nearby on the 

housing areas. 

2013 Recorded in small numbers in all months of the year except May, August and 

September; probably bred nearby on the housing areas. 

2014 Recorded only in January, but the site was not visited regularly this year. 

2015 Recorded only in April, May and November. Maximum 35 birds on 24 November 

[SS] 

2016 A flock of 60+ present in January [NB] but there are no other records. 

2017 Small flock of 9 present on 18 January [TE]. The only other record is of a two birds 

on 2 June [NB] 

2018 One record of birds present on 17 May [IB] 

2019 No records 

2020 Small flocks of 20+ on 19 January [IB] and 6 on 20 October [NW] 

2021 One record of birds present on 2 November [IB] 

2022 Local birds, presumably breeding, present throughout the year in Sandyhurst Close 

and nearby residential area; small flocks (up to 20 birds) overhead in the evenings 

from September [MS]. Maximum 30 on 28 November [SS]. 

 

BLACKBIRD 

1981-1992 Small numbers in autumn / winter 

1993 Small numbers in autumn / winter. Maximum six on 23 December 

1994 Present all year; probably bred. Maximum 8 on 19 February. 

1995 Present all year; probably bred. Maximum 10 on 10 June. 

1996 Present all year. Probably bred; adults seen carrying food. 

1997 Present all year; probably bred. Maximum 8 on 15 November. 

1998 Present all year; probably bred. Maximum 10 on 5 August when several young birds 

were seen around the site. 

1999 Present all year; one or more pairs probably bred. Maximum 7 on 23 January. 

2000 Present all through the year with up to 5 birds counted, at least 3-6 pairs are thought 

to have bred in scrub/woodland areas around the pond. 
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2001 Present all year; 4 - 6 pairs are thought to have bred around the pond (note: 

sanctuary area not surveyed). 

2002 Present all year; 3 - 5 pairs are thought to have bred around the pond (note: 

sanctuary area not surveyed). Fledged young seen.  Nine were seen on 2nd 

November with 3 or 4 birds together in a couple of locations suggesting possible 

migrants. 

2003 Present all year; 4 - 5 pairs are thought to have bred around the pond (note: 

sanctuary area not surveyed). Fledged young seen.  

2004 Present all year; 3 - 6 pairs are thought to have bred around the pond (note: 

sanctuary area not surveyed). 

2005 Present all year; 3 - 4 pairs are thought to have bred around the pond (note: 

sanctuary area not surveyed) with fledged young recorded. 

2006 Present all year; 3 - 5 pairs are thought to have bred around the pond (note: 

sanctuary area not surveyed). At the north end (south of the cycleway) a male with 

loud and distinctive song may well have been mimicking the loud and distinctive 

whistle of a man believed to work nearby. 

2007 Present all year; 4 - 6 pairs are thought to have bred around the pond (note: 

sanctuary area not surveyed). At the north end (south of the cycleway) the male 

present last year – with a loud and distinctive song (apparently mimicking the loud 

and distinctive whistle of a man believed to work nearby) was again recorded. 

2008 Present all year; 4 - 6 pairs are thought to have bred around the pond (note: 

sanctuary area not surveyed).  

2009 Present all year at least 4 pairs are thought to have bred around the pond (note: 

sanctuary area not surveyed).  

2010 Present all year around 4 pairs are thought to have bred around the pond (note: 

sanctuary area not surveyed).  

2011 This species is on a list of those recorded at Hatch Pond during 2011, but there are 

no further details. 

2012 Present all year around 4 pairs are thought to have bred around the pond (note: 

sanctuary area not surveyed).  

2013 Present all year around. Small numbers probably breed on site, but the population 

has never been surveyed and woodland areas were rarely visited 

2014 Present all year around. Small numbers breed on site, but the population has never 

been surveyed and woodland areas were rarely visited 

2015 Present all year around. Small numbers breed on site, but the population has never 

been surveyed and woodland areas were rarely visited 

2016 Present all year around. Small numbers breed on site, but the population has never 

been surveyed and woodland areas were rarely visited 
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2017 Present all year around. Small numbers breed on site, but the population has never 

been surveyed and woodland areas were rarely visited 

2018 Present all year around. Small numbers breed on site, but the population has never 

been surveyed and woodland areas were rarely visited 

2019 Present all year around. Small numbers breed on site, but the population has never 

been surveyed and woodland areas were rarely visited 

2020 Present all year around. Small numbers breed on site, but the population has never 

been surveyed and woodland areas were rarely visited 

2021 Present all year around. Small numbers breed on site, but the population has never 

been surveyed and woodland areas were rarely visited 

2022 Present all year around. Small numbers breed on site, but the population has never 

been surveyed and woodland areas were rarely visited. Maximum ten on 9 

December [MS] 

 

FIELDFARE 

1981-1992 Two present on 9 February 1991 

1993 No records. 

1994 No records. 

1995 No records. 

1996 One on 10 February [NW] 

1997 Two on 5 January were feeding on berry-bearing shrubs around the nearby 

industrial units [NW]. 

1998 One flying over on 21 November [NW] 

1999 Two on 6 February [NW], one on 11 February [JL] and singles on 11 February [JL], 

then 17 and 22 December [NW] 

2000 Two on 15 January [NW], and singles on 5 and 26 February [NW]. 

2001 One on 10 March [NW]. 

2002 No records. 

2003 One reported by a visitor on 22 February was said to have plumage less marked 

than usual. 

2004 Ten birds were on the meadow area on 10 January [NW]; 9+ were also reported as 

flying in to roost between the pond and the lake [EB]. 

2005 Seven on 15 January [NW] 

2006 Singles on 27 January [NW] and around 6 November. 

2007 No records. 

2008 Two on 30 January [SR]. Eleven flying over on 16 November [NW]. 

2009 Four on 7 February [NW] and one on 21 February [NW] 
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2010 Exceptional numbers reported at the beginning of the year, including 40 on 9 

January [NW] and 60+ on 11 January [TE]; two present in snow on 23 December. 

2011 No records. 

2012 No records. 

2013 Five on 24 January [NW] 

2014 No records. 

2015 No records. 

2016 Six on 11 March [SS] 

2017 No records. 

2018 No records. 

2019 No records 

2020 No records 

2021 No records 

2022 Two flew over calling on 19 November [MS] 

 

REDWING 

1981-1992 No records. 

1993 Twenty flew east over the site on 5 December 

1994 No records. 

1995 No records. 

1996 Up to four present in February and March. One heard singing along Stinsford Road 

on 2 March [NW] 

1997 Three on 1 January [NW] and 12 on 5 January [NW] were feeding on berry-bearing 

shrubs around the nearby industrial units. 

1998  No records. 

1999 No records. 

2000 No records. 

2001 No records. 

2002 No records. 

2003 No records. 

2004 One was recorded on 31 January, with a possible flock nearby [NW]. 

2005 One was on 5 February [NW]. 

2006 Eight flying over on 13 December [NW]. 

2007 Three flying over on 17 November [NW] 

2008 One on 8 February [NW] and two on 4 November [NW]. 

2009 One on 11 May [NW] 
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2010 Present in small numbers during cold weather from January to March. Maximum 

eight on 8 January [NW] and up to 20 when snow lay on the ground in December 

[NW]. 

2011 Present in small numbers during cold weather from January to March. Maximum 18 

on 21 January [NW] and a flock of 30 was seen flying over on 2 November [NW] 

2012 Small numbers in February and October; maximum six on 16 February [NW]. 

2013 Ten on 24 January [IB, NW] and one on 20 February [NW]; then four on 26 October 

and six on 22 December [NW]. 

2014 No records 

2015 No records 

2016 A flock of at least 30 was present on 11 March [SS] 

2017 No records 

2018 A flock of 32 was present on 16 January [SS], and 20 on 23 March [TE] 

2019 Three on 22 December [NW] 

2020 Nine on 1 January [IB] and also recorded present on 4 November [IB] 

2021 Approximately ten birds present on 16 December [NW] 

2022 Small numbers present around the Sandyhurst Conduit and the south end of the 

Sanctuary at Holly Hedge Close from late October. Maximum 6 in December [MS] 

 

SONG THRUSH 

1981-1992 Small numbers in autumn / winter 

1993 Small numbers in autumn / winter 

1994 Single birds recorded on four occasions; may also breed in Plantation Woodland 

1995 Single birds on 22 July and 2 December 

1996 Single birds on 17 February and 14 December [NW] 

1997 One or two birds recorded on 11 dates in May, April, May, July and November. One 

bird singing regularly in spring suggests a pair probably bred [NW] 

1998 One on 1 August [NW]. 

1999 One on 23 January and one singing on 8 May along Stinsford Road [NW] 

2000 Small numbers, usually singles, recorded in January, April-August and October-

November. Singing birds were seen on two occasions and fledged young in August - 

one pair is believed to have bred in woodland/scrub on east side of pond [NW]. 

2001 Five records in January - March and one record in August [NW] One or two birds 

recorded singing on two occasions from woodland and scrub on east or north sides 

of pond. At least one pair may have bred at the pond or nearby, but the woodland 

and sanctuary areas were not visited frequently. 

2002 Single birds seen on 16th March, one date in May and 21st December [NW]. 

2003 Single birds seen on 7 June (singing north of pond), 5 July and 14 December [NW]. 
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2004 Recorded on eight dates in January, May-July and November [NW]. Birds were 

recorded singing in three locations. Including Plantation Woodland, and one or two 

pairs may have bred on the site or nearby. 

2005 Recorded on seven dates in January-February, April-July and November-December, 

including singing birds on a number of occasions [NW]; one or possibly two pairs are 

thought to have bred on or near the site. 

2006 Recorded January-June and October, including three singing birds on a number of 

occasions [NW] suggesting up to four pairs are thought to have bred on or near the 

site. 

2007 Recorded January-June and December, including singing birds at a number of 

locations on at least three occasions; with four in song in and around the reserve on 

28 January [EB] but not consistently in any one place. No proof of breeding on the 

reserve. 

2008 Recorded January-June and November, including singing birds at a number of 

locations and regularly at the north end of the pond, where one pair probably bred. 

2009 Recorded January-May and November, including singing birds at a number of 

locations; one seen carrying food in May [NW] suggesting one pair may have bred. 

2010 Recorded January-February, June-July, October-November and December, 

including singing birds at a number of locations; one pair may have bred. 

2011 One or two singing birds were present around the Pond from January to July, when 

a bird was seen in Sandyhurst Close carrying food [NW]. One or two pairs probably 

bred. 

2012 Recorded February-April and June, including singing birds and fledged young in 

June [NW]; one pair may have bred. 

2013 Recorded February-July and November-December, including singing birds which 

may have bred [NW]. 

2014 Singing birds present in January [IB] and February [ML] but there are no subsequent 

records 

2015 No records 

2016 Two present on 11 March [SS] but no subsequent records. 

2017 One on 17 November [ML] 

2018 No records 

2019 One on 7 February [IB] 

2020 One present in June [NB] 

2021 One present in February and May [NB] 

2022 One present in January [NB] and February [PB]; one singing from the area around 

the Sandyhurst conduit on 13 October and seen occasionally thereafter [MS] 
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MISTLE THRUSH 

1981-1992 No records. 

1993 Small numbers in autumn / winter. Maximum four on 11 December 

1994 No records. 

1995 No records. 

1996 One or two recorded on three dates January to May, including a bird in Plantation 

Woodland [NW] 

1997 One or two on three dates in January, February and October [NW] 

1998 Two flying over on 23 May [NW] 

1999 No records. 

2000 No records. 

2001 No records. 

2002 No records. 

2003 No records. 

2004 One on 23 October [NW]. 

2005 One to three recorded on at least three dates in January, April and three flying over 

on 5 November [NW]. The April bird was singing on the east side of the pond and 

one was also recorded singing from the south-west edge of the pond [NW]. 

2006 Singles recorded in February, April-May and November-December including singing 

birds on two occasions NW]. 

2007 A pair was seen mating on 31 March [NW] and one heard singing on 30 June 

suggesting birds may have bred locally. 

2008 Birds recorded in January and February including one singing at north end of the 

pond [NW]. 

2009 Birds recorded in February, May and December including occasional singing birds. 

2010 Birds recorded in January and December with one record of a singing bird. 

2011 One present in cold weather on 19 February [NW] and one on 4 November [IB] 

2012 One on 21 January [IB] 

2013 No records. 

2014 No records 

2015 One on 17 December [SS] 

2016 No records 

2017 No records 

2018 No records 

2019 No records 

2020 One on 5 February [IB] 

2021 No records 

2022 No records. 
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SPOTTED FLYCATCHER 

2000 One on 9 May [SR] 

2004 A single bird on 26 September at the south end of the sanctuary [NW]. 

2019 One (unseasonal) record of a bird present on 12 July [PR] 

No records since 

 

ROBIN 

1981-1992 Small numbers recorded in autumn / winter 

1993 Small numbers recorded in autumn / winter 

1994 One to four throughout the year; at least one pair bred. Young birds seen in August 

[NW] 

1995 One to four throughout the year; at least one pair bred. Young birds seen in 

September [NW]. 

1996 Present throughout the year; probably bred at the pond and in Plantation Woodland. 

1997 One to four throughout the year; at least one pair bred. Young birds seen in May 

[NW]. 

1998 One to four throughout the year; at least one pair bred. Young birds seen in August 

[NW]. Numbers increase in October suggesting migrant birds present. 

1999 One to four throughout the year; at least one pair bred. Young birds seen in July 

[NW] 

2000 Present all year with at least four pairs probably breeding in woodland/scrub around 

pond [NW]. 

2001 Present all year with 3 to 6 pairs thought to have bred around pond (note: sanctuary 

area not surveyed). Fledged young seen in May [NW].. 

2002 Present all year with 3 to 6 pairs thought to have bred around pond (note: sanctuary 

area not surveyed). Fledged young seen in June [NW]. 

2003 Present all year with 3 to 6 pairs thought to have bred around pond (note: sanctuary 

area not surveyed). Fledged young seen in June [NW]. 

2004 Present all year with 3 to 5 pairs thought to have bred around pond (note: sanctuary 

area not surveyed). Fledged young seen from at least two broods. At least five were 

present in a small part of the site on 27 December 2004 – possibly including migrant 

birds. 

2005 Present all year with 1 to 4 pairs thought to have bred around pond (note: sanctuary 

area not surveyed). Fledged young seen from in a number of places on site [NW]. 

2006 Present all year with 3 to 5 pairs thought to have bred around pond (note: sanctuary 

area not surveyed). Fledged young seen from in a number of places on site [NW]. 

2007 Present all year with 4 to 6 pairs thought to have bred around pond (note: sanctuary 

area not surveyed). Fledged young seen in July [NW]. 
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2008 Present all year with 4 to 6 pairs thought to have bred around pond (note: sanctuary 

area not surveyed). Fledged young seen in August [NW]. 

2009 Present all year with 4 to 6 pairs thought to have bred around pond (note: sanctuary 

area not surveyed). Fledged young seen in July [NW]. 

2010 Present all year with around 4 pairs thought to have bred around pond (note: 

sanctuary area not surveyed). Fledged young seen in May, June and July [NW]. 

2011 Present all year with around five pairs thought to have bred around pond (note: 

sanctuary area not surveyed). Fledged young seen in June [NW]. 

2012 Present all year with around 5 pairs thought to have bred around pond (note: 

sanctuary area not surveyed). Fledged young seen in June [NW]. 

2013 Present all year. Probably bred. 

2014 Present all year, but there are more detailed records or counts. Several pairs are 

presumed to have bred. 

2015 Present all year, but there are more detailed records or counts. Several pairs are 

presumed to have bred. 

2016 Present all year, but there are more detailed records or counts. Several pairs are 

presumed to have bred. 

2017 Present all year, but there are more detailed records or counts. Several pairs are 

presumed to have bred. 

2018 Present all year, but there are more detailed records or counts. Several pairs are 

presumed to have bred. 

2019 Present all year, but there are more detailed records or counts. Several pairs are 

presumed to have bred. 

2020 Present all year, but there are more detailed records or counts. Several pairs are 

presumed to have bred. 

2021 Present all year, but there are more detailed records or counts. Several pairs are 

presumed to have bred. 

2022 Present every session from September – December, averaging 6-8 birds per visit. 

With rear garden access to hear the sanctuary and woodland areas of Hatch Pond 

every day, MJS was able to confirm the presence of a larger population than 

previously reported. 

 

BLACK REDSTART 

1992 One female reported to NW on 22 December [JM] 

2014 Two reported in the nearby Council Depot on 17 November [TE et al] 

 

REDSTART 
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2010 Two (possibly three) birds amongst grass and scrub near Sandyhurst Close on 18 

August [NW]. 

No records since. 

 

WHINCHAT 

1981-1992 No records. 

1993 No records. 

1994 One on 10 October [ND] 

1995 No records. 

1996 One on 15 September [NW] 

1997 One on 26 September [NW] 

1998 No records. 

1999 No records. 

2000 No records. 

2001 No records. 

2002 No records. 

2003 No records. 

2004 No records. 

2005 No records. 

2006 No records. 

2007 No records. 

2008 No records. 

2009 No records. 

2010 No records. 

2011 No records. 

2012 No records. 

2013 One on 17 May [IB] 

2014 One on 24 April [PR] 

No records since 

 

STONECHAT 

1981-1992 No records. 

1993 One or two birds recorded on three dates in autumn / winter 

1994 One or two present March to October. Breeding took place in area of gorse at north 

end of pond and young birds were first seen on 28 May [NW]. 

1995 Recorded from 26 February to 18 November. Breeding took place in the area of 

gorse at north end of pond and a single young bird was first seen on 17 June [NW]. 
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1996 One to four birds present from February to December. Birds seen carrying food and 

two broods of fledged young recorded [NW]. 

1997 Present for most of the year; one pair bred probably raising two broods. The same 

or another pair were seen with young birds on the undeveloped land opposite the 

north end of the pond [NW]. 

1998 One to three birds present January to August. Two males were reported chasing 

each other at the north end of the pond on 14 March. Two young were reported on 1 

August suggesting a pair bred [NW]. 

1999 A pair present on 28 March and one or two birds heard calling from waste land to 

the north end of the pond on 10 April [NW]. No evidence of breeding this year. 

2000 One was recorded as singing on 24 April [CW]. This single record compares with the 

five years from 1994 to 1998 when a pair bred around the north end of the pond. 

The lack of sightings in this year (and 1999 - two sightings) is probably due to the 

nearby development opposite the north end of the pond reducing the available 

habitat, though the remaining habitat may now be less suitable as the area and 

density of scrub has increased. 

2001 No records. 

2002 A male at the north end of the site on 19 October [NW]. 

2003 No records. 

2004 No records. 

2005 No records. 

2006 A male on 20 October was the only record and the first of this species (which once 

bred here) for a while. 

2016 Two birds present on 15 March [GW] 

2022 One present in the reeds at the north end [AC] 

 

WHEATEAR 

1996 One flying north on 12 May [NW] 

1997 Two on a nearby rooftop on 26 September [NW] 

2000 One was reported by Dave Bird on the open area opposite the north end of the pond 

on 13 March. 

2008 One was seen nearby (in Hatch Pond depot) on 3 October [TE] 

2013 One on nearby roof on 26 April, thought to be a sick bird [NW] 

No records since. 

 

HOUSE SPARROW 

1981-1992 No records. 

1993 No records. 
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1994 The only record is of a single bird on 18 June. 

1995 Rarely seen on the site. Five birds were together on 21 May and may have been a 

family group. The family was carrying food [NW] 

1996 Recorded on six dates from May to September. Maximum four birds. Young birds 

were seen on 1 June suggesting a may have bred nearby [NW] 

1997 Two near Sandyhurst Close on 20 December [NW] 

1998 Recorded on six dates this year. Maximum eight on 24 July. Almost all records are 

from the area at the end of Sandyhurst Close 

1999 An increase on previous years. Maximum six on various dates. Probably bred in or 

around houses on Sandyhurst Close. 

2000 Recorded in all months of the year; maximum seven. Birds usually present on edge 

of site/nearby gardens at the north end of the site [NW]. Heard singing on a number 

of occasions. Small breeding colony probably present in this area; birds only 

occasionally seen on the east side of the pond and rarely elsewhere on the site. 

2001 Recorded in all months of the year; maximum 12 on 28 March [NW]. Most often 

seen at north end of site on the edge of Sandyhurst Close - birds thought to be 

breeding here with birds heard singing and with nest material. Birds occasionally 

seem along east side of pond. 

 2002 Recorded in all months of the year; maximum 18 on 31 August [NW] Most often 

seen at north end of site on edge of houses immediately to the north of the pond - 

birds thought to be breeding here with birds heard singing. Birds occasionally seem 

along east side of pond. 

2003 Recorded in all months of the year; maximum 12 on 14 September. Most often seen 

at north end of site on edge of houses immediately to the north of the pond - birds 

thought to be breeding here with birds heard singing. Birds occasionally seem along 

east side of pond. 

2004 Recorded in all months of the year; maximum 18 noted on 21 July [NW] Most often 

seen at north end of site on edge of houses immediately to the north of the pond - 

thought to be breeding here with birds heard singing. 

2005 Recorded in all months; maximum six on 7 September [NW]. Most often seen at 

north end of site on edge of houses immediately to the north of the pond - birds 

thought to be breeding in nearby houses.  

2006 Recorded in all months; maximum nine 11 February [NW]. Most often seen at north 

end of site on edge of houses immediately to the north of the pond - birds thought to 

be breeding in nearby houses; fledged young seen.  

2007 Recorded in all months; maximum four on 22 February [NW]. Most often seen at 

north end of site on edge of houses immediately to the north of the pond - birds 

thought to be breeding in nearby houses.  



163 

 

2008 Recorded in all months except September; maximum 12 on 20 July [NW]. Most 

often seen at north end of site on edge of houses immediately to the north of the 

pond - birds thought to be breeding in nearby houses.  

2009 Recorded in all months except September; maximum 12 on 26 December [NW]. 

Most often seen at north end of site on edge of houses immediately to the north of 

the pond - birds thought to be breeding in nearby houses.  

2010 Recorded in all months; no maximum count available. Most often seen at north end 

of site on edge of houses immediately to the north of the pond - birds thought to be 

breeding in nearby houses.  

2011 Recorded in all months; maximum 15 on 7 January [NW]. Most often seen at north 

end of site on edge of houses immediately to the north of the pond - birds thought to 

be breeding in nearby houses. 

2012 Recorded in all months; maximum 20 on 16 August [NW]. Most often seen at north 

end of site on edge of houses immediately to the north of the pond - birds thought to 

be breeding in nearby houses.  

2013 Recorded in small numbers in all months of the year except September; maximum 

eight on 22 May [NW]. Probably bred nearby on the housing areas. 

2014 Maximum six on 14 July [NB]. Probably bred in nearby houses. 

2015 Maximum four on 21 June [NB]. Probably bred in nearby houses. 

2016 Recorded March to November; maximum nine on 28 April [TE]. Probably bred in 

nearby houses. 

2017 Maximum 35 (an exceptionally high count) on 18 January [TE]. Probably bred in 

nearby houses, but not recorded after July. 

2018 Few records submitted this year: present only in January, April, July and October 

[NB]. Probably bred in nearby houses. 

2019 Few records submitted this year: present only in May [TC]. Probably bred in nearby 

houses. 

2020 Maximum three on 12 July [NB]. Probably bred in nearby houses. 

2021 Recorded throughout the year [NB] but no counts submitted of more than two birds. 

2022 Occasional small flocks (6 – 8 birds) both in and around Sandyhurst Close, along 

the hedge on Stinsford Road and in occasionally bushes at the Hatch Pond Road 

end. Probably bred in nearby houses. 

 

DUNNOCK 

1981-1992 Small numbers recorded in autumn / winter 

1993 Small numbers recorded in autumn / winter. Maximum 4 in December 

1994 One to four throughout the year; probably bred 

1995 Present throughout the year; probably bred 



164 

 

1996 Present throughout the year; probably bred. Maximum six on 17 February 

1997 Present all round the site, but not recorded between May and October; probably 

bred[NW] 

1998 Present throughout the year; probably bred. Maximum 3 on 18 April [NW]. 

1999 Present throughout the year; probably bred 

2000 Probably present most of year, though birds only recorded January-June, October 

and December. Singing birds recorded in spring probably representing at least two 

territories in the scrub/woodland along the east edge of the pond [NW]. 

2001 Probably present most of year, but not recorded in December. Singing birds in 

spring with probably representing at least two territories in scrub/woodland on the 

east side and north end of the pond (note: sanctuary area not surveyed). 

2002 Probably present most if not all of year (no records for June). Singing birds in spring 

probably representing at least three to four territories in scrub/woodland on the east 

side and north end of the pond (note: sanctuary area not surveyed). 

2003 Recorded in every month. Singing birds in spring probably representing 5 to 7 

territories in scrub/woodland on the east side and north end of the pond (note: 

sanctuary area not surveyed). 

2004 Recorded in every month. Singing birds in spring probably representing 3 to 5 

territories in scrub/woodland on the east side and north end of the pond (note: 

sanctuary area not surveyed). 

2005 Recorded in every month. Singing birds in spring probably representing 3 to 5 

territories in scrub/woodland on the east side and north end of the pond (note: 

sanctuary area not surveyed). Fledged young seen from in a number of places on 

site. 

2006 Recorded in every month. Singing birds in spring probably representing 3 to 6 

territories in scrub/woodland on the east side and north end of the pond (note: 

sanctuary area not surveyed). Fledged young seen. 

2007 Recorded in every month. Singing birds in spring probably representing 4 to 7 

territories in scrub/woodland on the east side and north end of the pond (note: 

sanctuary area not surveyed). 

2008 Recorded in every month. Singing birds in spring probably representing 4 to 7 

territories in scrub/woodland on the east side and north end of the pond (note: 

sanctuary area not surveyed). 

2009 Recorded in every month. Singing birds in spring probably representing at least 4 

territories in scrub/woodland on the east side and north end of the pond (note: 

sanctuary area not surveyed). 



165 

 

2010 Recorded in every month. Singing birds in spring probably representing at least 3 

territories in scrub/woodland on the east side and north end of the pond (note: 

sanctuary area not surveyed). Fledged young seen. 

2011 Up to three birds recorded between March and July, then October and November; 

no records outside these periods. 

2012 Recorded in every month. Singing birds in spring probably representing at least 4 

territories in scrub/woodland on the east side and north end of the pond (note: 

sanctuary area not surveyed). 

2013 Present all year. Probably bred. 

2014 No records between May and October [NB], but probably bred. 

2015 Recorded all round the Pond in small numbers from the beginning of the year to the 

end of May [IB]; thereafter only recorded in July and October [NB], but probably 

bred. 

2016 No records after 4 September [NB] but probably bred. 

2017 Five present on 18 January [TE] then recorded regularly until 18 June. Probably 

bred. One on 16 November [ML]. 

2018 Fewer records submitted this year, and only confirmed present in March and May 

[IB] but probably bred. 

2019 Fewer records submitted this year, and only confirmed present between February 

and April [NB] but probably bred. 

2020 Very few records submitted this year, from January, February and June [NB] but 

probably bred. 

2021 Very few records submitted this year, and only confirmed present in April [NB] but 

probably bred. 

2022 Present every session from September – December, averaging 2-3 birds per visit. 

With rear garden access to the sanctuary and woodland areas of Hatch Pond, MJS 

proposes the population is larger than previously reported. 

 

YELLOW WAGTAIL 

1996 One on 25 August at the north end of the pond (PD) 

 

GREY WAGTAIL 

1981-1992 A single bird recorded in the autumn / winter 1990/1991 

1993  A single bird recorded in the autumn / winter. 

1994  Singles on 29 January, 29 September, 3 October and 22 December 

1995  Singles on 22 and 29 October [NW] and 2 December [NW] 

1996  Single birds recorded in February, March, September and December; maximum two 

on 17 November [NW] 
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1997  Single birds recorded in January and September-December; maximum two on 20 

September [NW] and 29 November [NW] 

1998  Single birds on 24 January, 15 August (young bird by outfall), 15 November and 29 

December [NW 

1999  Single birds recorded in March, June and August-December. Maximum two on 3 

December at the outfall. 

2000 One to three birds on seven dates in January and September to October; maximum 

three on 8 and 15 October [NW] 

2001  Single birds 18 February, 16 March [NW], 1 September [NW], 6 October [NW], 10 

November [NW] and 29 December [NW]. 

2002 Two on 5 January [NW] and singles on 28 January, 22 September and 28 

September [NW]. 

2003  Singles recorded on 11 August [NW], 14 September [NW], 8 October [NW] and 14 

December [NW] 

2004 Single birds on 26 September [NW] and 14 November. 

2005  During the day single birds on five dates in February, September and December. In 

addition EB recorded one arriving in the evening on many dates, presumably to 

roost (two on the evening of 15 January 2005). 

2006  Single birds on eleven dates in January-March and August-December; maximum 

two on 9 November [NW] 

2007 Regular in small numbers at dusk and probably roosts regularly [EB]. Bred nearby at 

the Broadstone Sewage Works this year where song and food begging calls of 

young heard. Otherwise maximum to in January and September [NW] 

2008  Single birds reported on seven dates September-November. 

2009 Small numbers (up to four) reported on seven dates in February and September-

December. 

2010 Single birds recorded on four dates in July, September, October and December. 

2011 Single birds recorded on two dates each in September and October [NW], and two 

on 10 November [SS] 

2012 Single birds on 11 January [IB],19 September [NW]r and 18 November [NW]. 

2013 One on 1 January [ML] and one on 5 October [NW]. 

2014 One on 14 December [NW]. 

2015 One on 17 November [IB]. 

2016 No records 

2017 One on 17 September [NB]. 

2018 At least two on 28 November [EB] 

2019 No records 

2020 One on 4 November [IB] 
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2021 One nearby at Fleetsbridge on 21 January [NW]. One at Hatch Pond on 24 February 

[IB] and one on 2 November [IB]. 

2022 Single birds recorded flying over on five occasions between September and 

November [MJS, NB] 

 

PIED WAGTAIL 

(UK & Ireland sub-species Moticilla alba yarelli) 

1981-1992 No records. 

1993  Small numbers recorded in the autumn / winter. 

1994  Up to three seen through most of the year, including a pair together in May. 

1995  Small numbers recorded in February and from June to September. A young bird 

was seen begging for food from an adult on 6 June, suggesting a pair may have 

bred nearby. 

1996  Up to four seen through most of the year. A parent was seen feeding two juveniles 

on 18 June, and a young bird was seen begging for food from an adult on 23 June, 

suggesting a pair may have bred nearby [NW] 

1997  Recorded in small numbers on six dates in January and September-November. 

Maximum 30 on 26 September and 6 October [NW] suggesting birds may roost 

nearby. 

1998  Small numbers present in January, March, May, October and November. Maximum 

5 on 24 October [NW] 

1999  One or two birds present throughout the year. A young bird was seen on the grass 

by Sandyhurst Close on 19 June, suggesting a pair may have bred nearby [NW]. 

2000  One to two birds on 13 dates in January to April, June, August, September and 

November to December [NW] 

2001 One to two birds on 8 dates more or less throughout the year. A fledged youngster 

was seen near Hatch Pond Road on 16 June [NW], suggesting a pair may have 

bred nearby. 

2002 Recorded on 16 dates more or less throughout the year. Usually just one or two 

seen but ten present on 28th September [NW] and four on 13 October [NW]. Birds 

were seen walking across the lily pads on the pond on at least three occasions. 

2003 Recorded on six dates in April, July, August, October and December; usually 

recorded in vicinity of Hatch Pond Road. 

2004 Recorded on 16 dates in January, March, May-August and October-December. An 

apparent pair with fledged young were seen on a number of occasions; one pair 

probably bred nearby (usually seen in vicinity of Hatch Pond Road). A flock of 50 

were seen flying around the Nuffield industrial estate nearby on 13 October, 

suggesting there may be a roost nearby [NW]. 
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2005 Up to five birds reported on 12 dates in February-April, June-August, October and 

December. A pair was seen opposite Hatch Pond Depot in June and birds may have 

bred nearby [NW]. 

2006 Up to four birds reported on 15 dates in January, March-May and September-

December. Two adults and two fledged young were seen on 26 May [NW], 

suggesting a pair may have bred nearby. 

2007 Up to four birds reported on 15 dates in January-March, May and August-December. 

Fledged young were seen in May suggesting a pair may have bred nearby [NW]. 

Four were seen at dusk on 14 December (and a similar number seen on another 

day in December) apparently going to roost in the main reed-bed [NW]. 

2008 Up to four birds reported on 16 dates in January-March, May, August and October-

December. A female was seen feeding young opposite the depot and fledged young 

were seen near the fishing platform suggesting may have bred nearby, possibly in 

the depot [NW]. 

2009 One to two birds seen six dates in January, May and October-December [NW].   

2010 Small numbers recorded April to December with a family party in July; may have 

bred nearby. 

2011 One or two (occasionally three) present around the site January – May, except 30 

reported flying into the reedbed in the evening of 30 January [NG] and 160 going to 

roost there on 4 March [NW].150 again on 15 October [NW]. 

2012 Small numbers recorded March-April and September-December. Evening reedbed 

roost of 112 on 1 March [NW], and exceptional counts of 363 on 19 October [NW] 

and 234 on 5 November [NW]. 

2013 Small numbers recorded January, July, October and November. Evening reedbed 

roost counts of 80 on 5 October [NW] and 200 on 8 October [IB] 

2014 Small numbers occasionally January – March and October – December. No roost 

counts reported this year. 

2015 Small numbers occasionally January – March and October – December. No roost 

counts reported this year. 

2016 Small numbers occasionally January – March and October – December. No roost 

counts reported this year. 

2017 Very few records this year. Reported present only in January and November. 

2018 No records 

2019 No records 

2020 Reported present only on 1 January [IB] 

2021 Evening roost count of 250 birds on 2 November [IB], suggesting birds have been 

present thus since 2013 but are rarely observed or counted. 
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2022 One or two birds around the site from September – December. Birds observed using 

roost site from November; maximum 65 on 9 December [MS] 

 

[WHITE WAGTAIL] 

(European nominate race Moticilla alba alba)  

2014 One on 14 December [NW]. 

2015 One present from 4 January to 1 February [NB] 

2016 No records 

2017 One from 12 – 19 February [NB] and two on 2 June [NB] 

2018 No records. 

2019 No records. 

2020 One on 27 September [NB], 11 October [NB] and an exceptional record of five birds 

on 25 October [NW]. 

2021 One on 26 September [NB] 

2022 Single birds on 18 September [NB] and 4 December [NB] 

 

MEADOW PIPIT 

1981-1990 No records. 

1991 Ten present on waste ground opposite the pond on 10 November [SS] 

1992 No records 

1993 Small numbers recorded in the autumn / winter. Maximum 8 on 3 October 

1994 Small numbers recorded in the autumn / winter. Maximum 15 on 29 October. A bird 

was seen making song flights from the roof of a nearby house on 18 June and 2 

July. It is not known if it bred nearby. 

1995 One on 22 October, four on 10 December and three on 29 December [JL] 

1996 Two birds present on 12 October and 10 November 

1997 Small numbers recorded in February and September – November. Maximum 20 on 

23 November on waste ground opposite the north end of the pond [NW]. 

1998 Recorded in small numbers January-March and October-December. One was 

singing briefly in “compartment 4” on 21 March [NW]. Most records were from waste 

ground opposite the north end of the pond. 

1999 Two on 16 January, two on 6 March and up to four between 3 October and 27 

November. All records were from waste ground opposite the north end of the pond 

[NW]. 

2000 One on open ground opposite north end of the pond on 1 October. Fewer records 

than last year possibly because of the spreading development of the open land 

opposite the north end of the pond [NW]. 

2001  A single bird on 11 March at the north end of the pond [NW] 
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2002  No records. 

2003  No records. 

2004  Seven plus north on 25 January [EB] and one flying over on 6 November 2004  

[NW]. 

2005  Two in the meadow area on 9 April [NW] 

2006  One flying over on 3 November [NW] 

2007  Singles flying over on 19 November [NW] and 1 December [NW]. 

2008  No records. 

2009  No records. 

2010  A single bird, very approachable and possibly in poor condition was present in the 

cold spell on 3 December [NW]. 

2011  No records. 

2012 No records 

2013 No records. 

2014 No records. 

2015 No records 

2016 No records 

2017 No records 

2018 No records 

2019 No records 

2020 No records 

2021 No records 

2022  One calling in flight from the meadow area in the morning of 5 December [MS] 

 

TREE PIPIT 

1994  One on 3 September. 

 

CHAFFINCH 

1981-1992 Small numbers recorded in the autumn / winter 

1993 Small numbers recorded in the autumn / winter 

1994 One in Plantation Woodland on 5 March is the only record. 

1995 Only recorded on two occasions. One was singing nearby on 10 June and may have 

bred. 

1996 Up to three birds present on various dates from February to September. A female 

was seen collecting nest material and probably bred nearby. 

1997 Up to four recorded throughout the year, including singing birds at various parts of 

the site. 
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1998 Recorded March – June and November. Maximum three on 14 June. Singing bird 

also heard in nearby Sandyhurst Close. 

1999 Only five records, either from Sandyhurst Close or Holly Hedge Lane at opposite 

ends of the pond. 

2000 Recorded on six dates in January, February, July and November; usually at north 

end at Sandyhurst Close or at the south end of the sanctuary. A flock of 16 were 

present on 22 January [NW], the largest number ever recorded here. However, likely 

breeding areas (pine woodland in the sanctuary and Plantation Road wood) were 

not regularly visited, hence was probably under-recorded and breeding birds may 

not have been detected. 

2001 Recorded on in January to March and October to November, usually at north end or 

south end of sanctuary. Birds heard singing at both these locations (once at each). 

May have bred nearby and may be under-recorded as sanctuary area not visited to 

any great extent. 

2002 One to three birds recorded January to April and November to December. Birds 

heard singing on two occasions (north and south end of sanctuary) and may have 

bred nearby; may be under-recorded as sanctuary area not visited to any great 

extent. 

2003 One to four birds recorded on 9 dates in January to April and October to December; 

may be under-recorded as sanctuary area not visited to any great extent. 

2004 One to four birds recorded on 17 dates in January to April and September to 

November; may be under-recorded as from areas of the site not well visited. Birds 

were recorded singing on a number of occasions at three locations around the site 

(at the north end, at the south end of the sanctuary and between Stinsford Road and 

the pond). One to three pairs may have bred around the area (but not necessarily 

within the site). 

2005 Recorded on ten dates in January-March, May and November-December; usually 

one or two birds. Birds recorded singing at the south and north ends of the 

sanctuary on single occasions; may have bred nearby. 

2006 Recorded on eleven dates in all months except July-August and October-November 

2006; usually one or two birds but eight on 1 February. Birds recorded singing at the 

south end of the sanctuary on three occasions; one or more pairs may have bred. 

2007 Recorded in all months except July-September; usually in low numbers.  A bird 

recorded singing at the south end of the sanctuary suggest may have bred (possibly 

in nearby gardens). 

2008 Recorded in all months except May, July and September-October; usually in low 

numbers. Birds were recorded singing at the south end of the sanctuary and near 

Sandyhurst Close suggest may have bred nearby. 
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2009 Recorded in most months usually in low numbers.  Birds were recorded singing at 

the south end of the sanctuary and may have bred nearby. 

2010 Recorded in most months except July-October usually in low numbers.   

2011 Only two records this year indicating birds were present in April [IB] and November 

[IB] 

2012 Recorded January-March, May and November-December in low numbers.   

2013 Recorded in low numbers most months with singing birds in the sanctuary on a few 

occasions – may have bred in this area (possibly in nearby gardens).   

2022 One or two birds recorded in the woodland behind Royster Close 

 

BRAMBLING 

2005 One calling 10+ times on 29 November [EB]; possibly the first record for the site? 

2006 One in the south end of the sanctuary on 1 February with a mixed finch flock) and 

one on 20 November [EB]. 

2007 No records. 

2008 One was recorded flying over on 15 November (reported via TE). 

2013 A single bird recorded on 14 March [EB]. 

No records since. 

 

GREENFINCH 

1981-1992 Small numbers recorded in the autumn / winter 

1993 Small numbers recorded in the autumn / winter. Maximum 5 on 5 December 

1994 Usually present in small numbers. Maximum 4 on 26 March. Probably bred. 

1995 Usually present in small numbers. Maximum 12 on 10 December. Three birds were 

singing on 6 May; probably bred. 

1996 Present most of the year. Maximum 10, including singing birds, on 2 March [NW]. 

1997 Up to six recorded January to April and August to November. Numbers and 

frequency reduced from last year. 

1998 Recorded January-August, November and December. Maximum five in Janaury and 

six on 20 June [NW]. Estimated 4 – 6 pairs bred and young were seen on 15 August 

[NW]. 

1999 Recorded throughout the year; maximum nine, including singing birds, on 20 March 

[NW]. Frequently heard singing and young were seen on 8 May [NW]. Four or more 

pairs probably bred. 

2000 Recorded throughout the year - maximum nine on 20 March [NW]. Frequently 

recorded singing. At least three pairs and probably 5-6 pairs probably bred in the 

usual areas i.e., at the north end of the site, north end of the sanctuary and along 

Stinsford Road opposite the spit. 
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2001 Recorded throughout the year - maximum ten on 6 January [NW]. Frequently 

recorded singing. At least 4 pairs and probably seven pairs bred, mainly in the usual 

areas i.e., at the north end of the site, north end of the sanctuary and along Stinsford 

Road opposite the spit. 

2002 Recorded throughout the year - usually 1- 6 birds but maximum an exceptional 25 

birds on 24 February [NW]. Frequently recorded singing; at least three pairs and 

probably 6 pairs bred, mainly in the usual areas i.e., at the north end of the site, 

north end of the sanctuary and along Stinsford Road opposite the spit. 

2003 Recorded throughout the year - usually 1- 6 birds but maximum ten on 1 February 

and 5 July [NW]. Frequently recorded singing; 4-8 pairs probably bred, mainly in the 

usual areas i.e., at the north end of the site, north end of the sanctuary and along 

Stinsford Road opposite the spit. 

2004 Recorded throughout the year - usually 1- 8 birds but maximum ten on 28 February 

[NW]. Frequently recorded singing: 4-7 pairs probably bred, mainly in the usual 

areas, ie at the north end of the site, north end of the sanctuary and along Stinsford 

Road opposite the spit. 

2005 Recorded throughout the year; maximum 20 on 5 February [NW]. Frequently 

recorded singing 7-10 pairs probably bred, mainly in the usual areas i.e., at the north 

end of the site, north end of the sanctuary and along Stinsford Road opposite the 

spit; but one pair probably present at the south end of the sanctuary and possibly 

near the disabled fishing platform. 

2006 Small numbers recorded throughout the year. Frequently recorded singing: 5-7 pairs 

probably bred, mainly in the usual areas i.e., at the north end of the site, north end 

of the sanctuary and along Stinsford Road opposite the spit; but one pair probably 

present at the south end of the sanctuary and possibly near the disabled fishing 

platform [NW]. 

2007 Small numbers recorded throughout the year. Frequently recorded singing 5-7 pairs 

probably bred, mainly in the usual areas i.e., at the north end of the site, north end 

of the sanctuary and along Stinsford Road opposite the spit; but one pair probably 

present at the south end of the sanctuary and possibly near the disabled fishing 

platform (almost exactly the same pattern as last year). 

2008 Small numbers recorded throughout the year. Frequently recorded singing: 4 -7 or 

more pairs probably bred, mainly in the usual areas i.e., at the north end of the site 

and the north end of the sanctuary. Also recorded along Stinsford Road opposite the 

spit and at the south end of the sanctuary and possibly near the disabled fishing 

platform (almost exactly the same pattern as last year). 
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2009 Small numbers recorded throughout the year. Frequently recorded singing: a few 

pairs probably bred, mainly in the usual areas i.e., at the north end of the site and 

the north end of the sanctuary. 

2010 Small numbers recorded throughout the year. Frequently recorded singing: a few 

pairs probably bred, mainly in the usual areas i.e., at the north end of the site and 

also south-east part of the site and possibly the north end of the sanctuary. 

2011 Small numbers (one or two) present April – May and November – December [IB]; 

maximum five on 8 February [NW] and 8 June [NW]. Frequently recorded singing: a 

few pairs probably bred, mainly in the usual areas i.e., at the north end of the site 

and the north end of the sanctuary. 

2012 Small numbers recorded in all months of the year - a few pairs probably bred, mainly 

in the usual areas i.e., at the north end of the site. Maximum six on 9 February [NW] 

and 16 October [NW] 

2013 Small numbers recorded in all months of the year - a few pairs probably bred, mainly 

in the usual areas i.e., at the north end of the site. Maximum six on 12 April [NW]. 

2014 Small numbers recorded in all months of the year. Fewer records of less birds this 

year, due to infrequent visits. 

2015 Small numbers recorded occasionally during the year. Fewer records of less birds 

this year, due to infrequent visits. 

2016 Small numbers recorded occasionally during the year. Fewer records of less birds 

this year, due to infrequent visits. 

2017 Small numbers recorded occasionally during the year. Fewer records of less birds 

this year, due to infrequent visits. 

2018 Small numbers recorded occasionally during April and May. Fewer records of less 

birds this year, due to infrequent visits. 

2019 Small numbers recorded, and only in May [TC]. Fewer records of less birds this 

year, due to infrequent visits. 

2020 No records, probably due to infrequent visits. 

2021 No records, probably due to infrequent visits. 

2022 Two or three birds around the Meadow area from September – December [MS] 

 

GOLDFINCH 

1981-1992 Small numbers recorded in the autumn / winter 

1993 Small numbers recorded in the autumn / winter. Maximum 3 on 3 October 

1994 Three on 4 January, two on 15 October and seven on 27 November 

1995 Recorded only in October and November. Maximum 6 on 29 October. 

1996 Recorded in June, July and November; maximum 10 on 10 November [NW]. A 

young bird was seen on 1 June suggesting a pair may have bred nearby [NW]. 
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1997 Six on 1 January, two on 8 March and six on 22 October [NW]. 

1998 Maximum six on 9 January [NW]. One heard singing on 28 March 

1999 Two on 24 April and one on 11 September [NW] 

2000 Small numbers (one or two) recorded on ten dates in January-March and August-

November. Only record of birds singing was one on 22 January. 

2001 Singles on 14 January, 16 November and 22 December [NW], and two on 29 

December [NW]. 

2002 Six on 19 January, one on 16 March, one on 26th May, three on 26 October and 

four on 23 November [all NW]. 

2003 Small numbers recorded on eight dates in January-April, August-October and 

December; maximum six on 23 August [NW]. 

2004 Small numbers recorded on nine dates in January-March, May and October-

December; maximum ten on 23 October [NW]. 

2005 One to eight recorded on sixteen dates in January-March, June-August, October 

and December. A singing bird was recorded at the south end of the sanctuary and 

fledged young seen on two occasions; may have bred nearby [NW]. 

2006 One to six recorded on seven dates in January-March, May-June, August and 

December. Maximum six on 12 January [NW]. A singing bird was recorded at the 

south end of the sanctuary on one 19 March [NW].  

2007 Up to four recorded on four dates in August, November and December. 

2008 Up to three recorded on eleven dates in January-March, June, August, October and 

December. 

2009 One to six recorded on eighteen dates throughout the year; not thought to have 

bred. 

2010 Recorded on sixteen dates; singing birds recorded on three dates so could have 

bred. Maximum ten on 3 November [NW]. 

2011 Small numbers recorded throughout the year. Maximum eight on 5 February [NW]. 

Young birds seen on 27 July [NW]. 

2012 Small numbers recorded in all months except January with larger flocks towards the 

end of the year (largest 31 on 2 December). A number of records of singing birds 

and fledged young seen; at least one pair is thought to have bred. 

2013 Small numbers recorded in all months with larger flocks towards the end of the year 

(largest 20 on 7 December). A number of records of singing birds - may have bred. 

2014 Small numbers recorded in all months. A number of records of singing birds - may 

have bred. 

2015 Small numbers recorded in all months. Fewer records of less birds this year, due to 

infrequent visits. 
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2016 Small numbers recorded in all months. Fewer records of less birds this year, due to 

infrequent visits, except maximum 42 on 10 January [NW] 

2017 Small numbers recorded in all months. Fewer records of less birds this year, due to 

infrequent visits. Maximum 12 on 18 January [TE] 

2018 Small numbers recorded in all months. Fewer records of less birds this year, due to 

infrequent visits. 

2019 Small numbers recorded in all months. Fewer records of less birds this year, due to 

infrequent visits. 

2020 Small numbers recorded in all months. Fewer records of less birds this year, due to 

infrequent visits. Maximum seven on 19 January [IB]. 

2021 Small numbers recorded in all months. Fewer records of less birds this year, due to 

infrequent visits. 

2022 Up to six occasionally around Royster Close and Sandyhurst Close 

 

SISKIN 

1981-1992 No records. 

1993 Two on 23 December 

1994 Two on 15 January 

1995 No records. 

1996 No records. 

1997 No records. 

1998 No records. 

1999 Two feeding (and singing) on young alder at the north end on 27 February [NW]. 

2000 Four on 22 January at north end of pond and six on 26 February, including one 

singing briefly in alders in the south part of the sanctuary [NW]. 

2001 Nine on 19 January and three on 10 March [NW]. 

2002 Six on 16 February, 12 on 15 December and one on 28 December [NW]. 

2003 14 birds in alder on 18 January [NW] 

2004 No records. 

2005 Six on 27 November; two flying north on 28 and one flying north on 29 November 

[NW]; one on 8 December and 12 on 22 December. All records in alder at north end 

of pond. 

2006 One on 18 January, three on 1 February and one on 17 February. 

2007 One on 29 December was the only record. 

2008 Singles reported on 6 January and 15 November, with eight on 17 December [NW]. 

2009 Up to seven reported on six dates in January and December. 

2010 Up to four reported on six dates in January and November-December. 

2011 Four on 11 January [NW], one on 19 February [NW] and three on 7 November [NW] 
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2012 Up to three reported on 16 October and 18 November. 

2013 Up to four reported on 1 and 15 January, 5 March and 29 October. 

2014 No records, probably due to infrequent visits. 

2015 No records, probably due to infrequent visits. 

2016 No records, probably due to infrequent visits. 

2017 No records, probably due to infrequent visits. 

2018 No records, probably due to infrequent visits. 

2019 No records, probably due to infrequent visits. 

2020 No records, probably due to infrequent visits. 

2021 No records, probably due to infrequent visits. 

2022 Two in alder near Sandyhurst Close on 14 December [MS]. Residents of Royster 

Close report seeing this species coming to bird feeders for several years 

 

LINNET 

1981-1992 No records. 

1993 Six on 3 October 

1994 Recorded on five dates. Maximum 10 on 5 November, on rough land nearby. 

1995 Two on 17 June. 

1996 Recorded in April, May and September; maximum 6 on 13 April 

1997 No records. 

1998 One or two recorded on eight dates between March-June, including a pair together 

on 18 April. A number of records refer to birds seen flying around waste ground 

opposite the north end of the pond. 

1999 No records. 

2000 No records. 

2001 No records. 

2002 No records. 

2003 One on 7 June was the only record [NW]. 

2004 No records. 

2005 No records. 

2006 Two on 28 July was the only record [NW]. 

2007 No records. 

2008 No records. 

2009 No records. 

2010 No records. 

2011 No records. 

2012 No records. 

2013 No records. 
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2014 No records. 

2015 No records. 

2016 No records. 

2017 Three on 2 June [NB] 

2018 No records. 

2019 No records. 

2020 No records. 

2021 No records. 

2022 At least two birds occasionally in the meadow / grass area off Stinsford Road 

between September and December, Maximum six on 25 September [MS] 

 

REDPOLL 

1981-1992 No records. 

1993 No records. 

1994 No records. 

1995 Eight birds were feeding in birch catkins on the north side on 2 December 

1996 No records. 

1997 A party of 12 birds on 11 January and three on 27 December feeding in birch catkins 

at north end and along Stinsford Road [NW] 

1998 No records. 

1999 Four birds feeding in birch catkins at north end and along Stinsford Road on 31 

December [NW] 

2000 One record of 11 birds on 18 March included one singing briefly at north end [NW]. 

2001 No records. 

2002 Six on 12 January and two on 19 January [NW]. 

2003 No records. 

2004 No records. 

2005 One flying over on 29 November [EB]. 

2006 No records. 

2007 No records. 

2008 Three were reported flying over on 15 November. 

2009 One on 9 January [TE]. 

2010 No records. 

2011 This species is on a list of those recorded at Hatch Pond during 2011, but there are 

no further details. 

2012 No records. 

2013 One record of a bird flying over on 29 October [per TE]. 

No records since. 
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BULLFINCH 

1981-1992 No records. 

1993 One male on 11 December 

1994 Two on 28 May 

1995 No records. 

1996 No records. 

1997 Single birds on 5 January [NW], 11 January [NW], 26 January [SR] and a female on 

7 November [NW]. A pair on 13 December. 

1998 Single birds on 5 January and 5 December. Two on 9 January (ND) and 7 February 

[NW]. Three (a male and two females) on 31 January [NW]. 

1999 No records. 

2000 Singles on 15 January [NW], 19 August [NW] and 16 December [NW]. 

2001 One male on 3 November [NW] 

2002 One or two birds recorded on 13 dates [NW] representing a big increase on last 

year; January-February, April-May and September-December. 

2003 One or two birds recorded on three dates [NW] representing a big decrease on last 

year: two on 12 January, one on 8 February and one on 6 April. 

2004 Recorded on nine dates in January, March, April and October-December; usually 

one or two birds but five seen on 6 November [NW]. 

2005 One to three birds recorded on ten dates in January-February, May and October-

December. 

2006 One to three birds on nine dates in January-May and August; possible nest in south 

end of sanctuary. 

2007 One or two birds on nine dates in March-May, September and November; a bird was 

heard singing on 5 April [NW]. 

2008 Singles were recorded on 22 November and 3 December. 

2009 Two to five birds reported on three dates in January and February. 

2010 No records. 

2011 This species is on a list of those recorded at Hatch Pond during 2011, but there are 

no further details. 

2012 Two on 8 January [IB] 

2013 No records. 

2014 No records 

2015 No records. 

2016 One on 14 January [NW] 

2017 One on 18 January [TE] 

2020 One male on 10 January [TE] 

No records since 
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REED BUNTING 

1981-1992 No records. 

1993 Singles on 7 November and 20 November 

1994 Recorded from 19 March to 17 September. Male probably held territory at the north 

end but did not breed. 

1995 Male singing from 4 March to 11 May. Probably held territory at the north end but did 

not breed. Four on 2 December. 

1996 One to three birds present from February to August and again in November and 

December. Young birds were seen in June and July, suggesting a pair bred in the 

scrubby area to the north of the pond [NW]. 

1997 Record on ten dates February – April and October - December. Maximum six on 31 

March (a male and two females at the north end, then at least two others singing 

either side) [NW]. A bird was heard singing briefly on one occasion but the species 

was less obviously present than last year. 

1998 Recorded on 14 dates from January-May, August, November and December. 

Maximum three on 1 August. One young bird was seen at the north end on 1 August 

indicating that a pair bred successfully [NW]. 

1999 One or two birds recorded between January and August. One pair bred successfully 

at the north end of the pond [NW]. 

2000 Small numbers (usually one or two - maximum six on 8 January) recorded in all 

months except August and September, maximum 4 on 4 November. Frequent 

records of singing birds from spit area - one pair believed to have bred in this area 

[NW] 

2001 Usually one or two recorded January to June; then one record from November [NW]. 

Frequent records of birds singing from spit area suggest one pair bred though no 

indication of success was seen. 

2002 Usually one or two recorded February to July; then one record from October [NW]. 

Frequent records of birds singing from spit area suggest one pair bred though no 

indication of success was seen. 

2003 Usually one or two recorded January to June; then one record from December [NW]. 

Frequent records of birds singing from spit area suggest one pair bred though no 

indication of success was seen. 

2004 Single birds on 6 April, 5 June and 18 December. No singing birds reported, and no 

evidence of breeding. 

2005 Seven records of one to four birds in January - May and then one record of two 

females on 27 November [NW]. The three records in May were of singing birds 

suggesting one bird may have held territory, though no female bird was seen and 

there was no other evidence of breeding. 
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2006 Usually one or two recorded January to June, except (highest ever) maximum eight 

birds in reeds at the north end on 2 March [NW]. Then single birds occasionally 

October - December. A number of records of singing birds from around the spit 

suggest one pair probably bred. 

2007 Usually one or two recorded January to June, except maximum five birds in reeds at 

the north end on 3 February [NW]. A number of records of singing birds from around 

the spit suggesting one pair may have bred. 

2008 One or two recorded January and February, except maximum three birds in reeds at 

the north end on 10 February [TE], then single birds in and November and 

December; few of singing birds suggest the species may not have bred. 

2009 One or two recorded January to April, except maximum four birds in reeds at the 

north end on 6 March [NW], then July and September - December including regular 

reports of a bird singing in spring suggest one pair may have bred. 

2010 Maximum 5 birds on 17 January and 15 December. Three reports of a bird singing 

in May and June suggest one pair may have bred. 

2011 Maximum three birds in February and a breeding pair present in March [TE]; singing 

birds also heard in June. Single birds present October to December [TE, NW]. 

2012 One or two singing birds present March through to June including four reports of a 

bird singing suggest one pair may have bred. Maximum eight on 4 February [IB]. 

Single birds reported October to December. 

2013 One (or occasionally a pair) in February to July including seven reports of a bird 

singing suggest one pair bred. Single birds also reported in October [TE, IB] and 

November [IB] 

2014 One or two recorded February to July, and one in October [IB]. Probably bred but 

not evidenced. 

2015 One or two recorded February to July, and October to December [TE, IB]. Probably 

bred but not evidenced. 

2016 Three on 10 January [NB] otherwise one or two present March to June. No records 

later in the year. 

2017 One on 18 January [TE] and no subsequent records this year. 

2018 One on 20 May [IB] and no subsequent records this year. 

2019 Single birds recorded in February, March and June [IB]. 

2020 One on 27 May [IB] and no subsequent records this year. 

2021 One on 16 December [NW]. No earlier records this year. 

2022 No records. 
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Additional species, thought to have escaped from collections or otherwise of feral origin 

 

[Black Swan] 

1997 One bird arrived with three Mute Swans (two adults and a juvenile) on 11 October 

2021 Two birds present on 21 January [RG] 

 

 [Fulvous Whistling Duck] 

1998 A single bird (presumed from a local collection) was present on 3 October 

 

[Speckled or Yellow-billed Teal] 

1997 A single bird was present on 26 January [SR] and recorded again from 21 October 

to 1 November, associating with Common Teal 

 

[Muscovy Duck] 

2018 One present on 4 February [NB] 

2019 One (perhaps the same bird) was seen again on 17 February [NB] 

2020 Two were present on 19 January [NB] 

 

 

 
 

 


