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Welcome to the 32nd consecutive Lytchett Bay annual report and surely our best ever cover photo ï many 
thanks to Gary Watton for capturing this image of this yearôs Forsterôs Tern and allowing us to use it. The 
data that we have gathered & published over the period constitutes a comprehensive log of the siteôs 
ornithological importance since 1992. Since 2014, thanks to work led by Nick Hull, we have widened the 
report to cover a much wider taxa, interest in this section is growing year on year (page 52).  
 
A turbulent and often wet year. A cold spell in January produced little and soon gave way to heavy rain. 
Whilst the odd cold spell occurred into March it was the wind and rain which persisted, well into May, 
meaning that the spring rainfall was above average. June to the contrary was the driest and sunniest on 
record. Just as we began to get excited about a classic hot July and August it all changed. In fact it seemed 
like we might not ring at all during our peak migration period at one point. Wind and rain was the typical 
daily weather for almost the whole period. September started hot and still and but by mid-month this all 
changed. South Westerly storms became the norm for the rest of the autumn and continued with only 
minimal respite until the year end. 
 
Despite this unhelpful weather it was another exciting year for birds. Whilst not matching 2022 for its record 
diversity we were blessed with some remarkable quality. 164 species were recorded. Three new species 
were added to the Lytchett Bay list moving it on to 237. Ringing effort was well down on recent years ï this 
was mostly down to the weather but also due to the departure of the ever enthusiastic Joe Parker to a new 
and exciting role at Lundy Bird Observatory.  
 
The highlights of the year included our first Forsters Tern, Red-rumped Swallow and Great Grey Shrike 
ï yes you did read that right. These three species occurred at Lytchett Bay in 2023. A Common Scoter 
was the first to be seen since 1981! Not quite so rare but becoming increasingly so was the first Turtle 
Dove for 6 years. Great Northern Divers put on a record breaking show,  Wryneck continued its great run 
with our 7th record. 2 Cranes likewise, occurring for the 7th time. 
 
Brent Goose, Shoveler, Swift, Stock Dove, Mediterranean Gull, Cattle Egret, Osprey, Jackdaw, Swallow 
and Linnet occurred in greater numbers than ever before.  
 
With the possibility of the recording area list reaching 250 in the not too distant future, and on-going 
debates of what the next new species will be, we thought it would be fun to predict the next addition to the 
list and informative to remind readers of the 237 species which have already occurred. 
 
Six of the highest current Lytchett Bay listers were asked to predict their next 5 species. The outcome of 
this optimism is written up in Appendix 2. The article also details the growth of the area list since 1992 and 
some of the fantasy predictions which have been made previously. The systematic list itself includes a brief 
note on the status of all 237 species ï see note below at the introduction to that section. 
 

 
A misty morning from Lytchett Bay View © Shaun Robson 
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Lytchett Bay ï people and wildlife 
 
The undoubted highlight of 2023 has been the establishment of Rock Lea View as a popular and very well 
visited facility. Having opened in autumn 2022 it has now been discovered and enjoyed by a large number 
of local people and birdwatching visitors on a daily basis.  
 
The views of Lytchett Bay and its wildlife get better and better as the birds become habituated to the fact 
they can feed undisturbed. By the year end Brent Geese, Avocets and Spotted Redshank are regulars in 
front of the platform as the tide rises and falls. Ospreys were seen every day between 1st August and 29th 
September, sometimes several on view at once. White-tailed Eagles have been recorded on 57 dates, 
Marsh Harriers almost daily and Hen Harriers have put on great show this winter. 
 

   
 
 
Lytchett Bay View, the original raised viewpoint mitigating against disturbance and providing awesome 
views of the local area received a gold award for large conservation areas by South and South-East in 
Bloom. A fitting reward recognizing the excellent work led by Lytchett Minster and Upton Town Council at a 
site that they describe as ñThe jewel in their crownò. It is especially sad that we lost Councilor Martyn 
Chase, an enthusiastic and supportive friend who helped us achieve so much at Lytchett Bay View and the 
Lytchett Bay Nature Partnership. 
 
Earlier in the year Dorset Wildlife Trust in partnership with the students and staff of the media department 
at Bournemouth and Poole College made a series of films on the Turlin Moor shore. These had multiple 
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purposes ï developing the studentôs creative skills and promoting the nature value of Lytchett Bay primary 
among them. 
 
The finished films can be viewed via the following links and are well worth a watch. 
 

College DWT final major project ð a ten minute film about the project and the local nature 

(starring some familiar faces) 
 

 

Dorset Wildlife Trustôs Chief 
Executive describing the 
importance of nature in the 
major project film. © Shaun 
Robson 

 

 
 

THE CREATURE FROM GILLMAN LAKE - Short Film ð a 10 minute comic horror set on 

the shores of Lytchett Bay.  
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3hYgkxttQ3U
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=L8FK7REOjro
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=L8FK7REOjro
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Work parties were again a feature of our efforts to 
maintain and improve the area. A litter pick of 
Chadôs Copse at Easter, cleaning the ditches 
around the lower end of Watery Lane to reduce 
flooding, path clearance at RSPB Lytchett Fields 
and the provision of bird food and operation of the 
feeding station were all brilliantly supported by our 
volunteers. The Turlin Moor litter pickers did a great 
job on the first Sunday of every month. Bulb planting 
led by BCP Parks Foundation team should brighten 
the Turlin Fields in the coming year. 

 
 
Dorset Dogs ran a pitstop encouraging responsible 
dog ownership at Lytchett Bay View. Thanks to 
everyone for their support. 
 
Anyone who has ever explored the boundary 
between the private land at the entrance to footpath 
12 and the reedbed to its west canôt have failed to 
notice the apparent manmade cutting through the 
land. It is something that SR had noticed 25 years 
ago, had referred to as ñThe Gutò, and had puzzled 
as to its origin. This year, thanks to Ray Griffin an 
article about this landscape feature was brought to 
our attention. It turns out that it was a canal to 
transport clay ñof the most excellent qualityò from 
Upton through Lytchett Bay which opened in 
1831é..to find out more turn to Appendix 4 on page 
48.  
 
The year ahead looks like an exciting one full of 
opportunities. The western part of the area is 
included in a landscape recovery project pilot 

Projects of Landscape Recovery scheme announced 

- GOV.UK (www.gov.uk). The foundations of which 

are still being put in place and will take many years 
to deliver but hold potential. 
 
More immediately the RSPB has agreed a new 
management agreement with Natural England. 
Watch this space for some positive changes in land 
management and access.  
 
As we write a positive planning application to 
increase the size of the SANG and its associated 
car park at Frenches Farm is under consideration. 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/projects-of-landscape-recovery-scheme-announced
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/projects-of-landscape-recovery-scheme-announced
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Nick Hullôs map above gives a complete overview of the recording area. Whilst we have named as many sites as we can, please remember that some areas 
remain private and we would be grateful if visitors stick to the extensive network of public and permissive pathways that are available. There is a wide 
selection of viewpoints that provide visibility of the area. 
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Bird Ringing 2023  
Collectively, ringing activities took place on only 29 dates, the poorest in the last 10 years (average 51 
2014-2023) largely due to poor weather. A total of 863 new birds of 41 species were ringed, with more than 
100 birds ringed in 3 sessions. Efforts were spread between three sites: Lytchett Fields (RSPB) ï Aquatic 
and Pipit projects, 16 dates, Lytchett Heath (ARC and DWT) ï 9 dates and Sandy Close Pond (Private 
Garden) ï 4 dates. 
 
A dreadful year for Aquatic Warbler migration through Britain and Ireland. For a while it looked like none 
might be recorded at all, only for some late field records to save the day, alas none locally. Our Pipit project 
was almost flooded out but surprisingly we ringed 6 new Water Pipits. Scandinavian Rock Pipits on the 
other hand were very thin on the ground, presumably not helped by the huge areas of flooded fields around 
the harbour and elsewhere. There is no doubt about the ringing highlight of the year, look up the account 
for Great Grey Shrike for all the details. 
 
Thanks to some keen eyed observation, largely by Ian Ballam, we had an excellent number of colour ring 
reads to supplement the data gathered by conventional ringing. The map below gives an overall picture of 
the bird movements to and from Lytchett Bay. See the systematic list for the fine details. 
 
 

Lytchett Bay 2023 notable ringing recoveries 
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Appendix 3 summarises species ringing totals. Details of recoveries and controls are detailed under 
species accounts. Since 1983, at least 35,601 birds of 88 species have been ringed at Lytchett Bay. We 
continue to research historical data and add new data and discoveries as we find them. 
 
Our ringing data is published on Trektellen. We are endeavouring to add our historical data to this 

accessible database. All input data is available at [Trektellen.org] - Totals Lytchett Bay RS (Dorset, 

England) -1 
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SR would like to add particular thanks to Ian Ballam for his continued commitment to birding and bird 
recording at Lytchett Bay and for his support with various volunteer activity at Lytchett Fields. To friends at 
Stour Ringing Group for companionship and support. Many thanks to fellow editor Nick Hull for his survey 
work and assistance in researching and writing this report. To Stephen F Smith for his work on plants at 
RSPB Lytchett Fields (see Appendix 4 for latest survey results). To the Lytchett Fields work party crew for 
their continued help in managing the reserve. 
 
Stour Ringing Group would like to thank the RSPB, Post Green Estate, DWT & ARC for their kind 
permission to ring at Lytchett Bay. 
 
Many thanks to all the observers who supplied records and comments via BirdTrack, e-Bird, Twitter and 
other information sources. Finally, to everyone who has allowed us to use their ever impressive 
photographs which brighten and decorate this report. Please keep them coming. 
 
Systematic List 2023 -  Shaun Robson 
 

3495 specific records were collated during the year via the @BirdTrack and @Team_eBird databases 
covering 164 species. In addition, many more records of common species were submitted via ñcomplete 
listsò to both databases. Each of the main sites at Lytchett Bay have been set up as e-Bird ñHotspotsò ï 
including Rock Lea Viewpoint. Users of e-Bird are encouraged to log their sightings against these. If 
anyone would like advice on the use of e-Bird then SR is very happy to try and support. BirdTrackôs site 
mechanism is based around 1km squares, again records logged against the actual square are most helpful. 
 
BTO Wetland Bird Surveys (WeBS) are conducted monthly from September to March. RSPB Lytchett 
Fields is surveyed completely bi-weekly on the high tide. This data is incorporated within the species 
accounts. 
 
Nocturnal sound recording conducted by Nick Hull at Lytchett Way continues to provide surprising 
information about the unseen migration over our area and the highlights of this research are included in the 
systematic list. 
 
BirdTrack functionality has been used to generate graphs showing the weekly maxima throughout the year 
for some regularly occurring species. The interpretation of these requires some caution as not all ñgraphedò 
species are counted every week; this can lead to gaps in the data. Where necessary this is clarified in the 
text.  
 
Bird records were received from the recording area each day with the exception of Christmas Day, a new 
record in the level of coverage. 
 
The systematic list follows the latest IOC list as followed by the Dorset Bird Club.  
 
Species names are followed by 2 or 3 numbers. The first is the record known count recorded at the Bay. 
This now includes historical counts by observers going back to 1975. The middle figure is the maximum 
day count in the period since 1992 (if less than the first). The final figure is the number of years in which the 
species has been recorded since 1992 (max 32), the year in which the current spell of comprehensive 
coverage began. 

https://trektellen.org/site/totals/1829/-1/0/0
https://trektellen.org/site/totals/1829/-1/0/0
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The symbol which follows each species name shows the direction of travel of the species status at Lytchett 
Bay over the last 5 years. We think these are quite intuitive; strongly increasing, increasing, stable, 
declining and strongly declining. Hopefully this feature will enable others to compare the data from this site 
with experiences at their own site and engender some debate and understanding. 
 
Each species or sub-species listed in blue did not occur in 2023 but has occurred previously as detailed. 
 
Dark-bellied Brent Goose: (148 ï 24) n 
Common winter visitor. Present until 31st Jan when 37 were still present. 2 spring migrants on 23rd Apr. First 
of the winter 25th Oct after which birds were present almost daily until the year end. Max 148 on 29th Nov, a 
record count for the Bay (previously 144 on 11th Jan 2019) 
 
Pale-bellied Brent Goose:  
4th record. 5 were with the Dark-bellied flock in front of Rock Lea View on 15th Dec (SR). 
 
2022: 3rd record. One on 25th Jan (NHu). Accidently omitted from last yearôs report. Previous records in 2018 & 2019 

 
Black Brant: 1 record. 2018. 

 
Canada Goose: (602 ï 32) k 
Increasingly frequent visitor. 3 pairs bred successfully. Max 300 on 11th Oct. 
 
Barnacle Goose: Scarce visitor. Recorded in 12 years since 1992. Last record 2022. 
 
Greylag Goose: (40 ï 24) n 
Uncommon feral wanderer. Recorded in 7 months on at least 24 dates. Max 13 feeding on Lytchett Fields 
on 24th Oct. 
 
White U136 was present on 4th Apr 2023. It had been ringed as a pullus 283 days earlier on 25th Jun 2022, 
8km south-east at Poole Park, Dorset. 
 
Pink-footed Goose: 1 record. 1981 
 
Tundra Bean Goose: 1 record. 2022. 
 
White-fronted Goose: Scarce visitor. Recorded in 6 years since 1992. Last record 2021. 
 
Mute Swan: (58 ï 32) n 
Uncommon resident, increases in winter. Bred between 2002-2007 and in 2015. Another poor year. A flock 
of up to 16 on 13th - 14th Oct was the only double figure count of the year. 
 
Bewickôs Swan: 1 record. 1983. 
 
Whooper Swan: Rare visitor. 4 records. 2010, 2016, 2017, 2018. 
 
Egyptian Goose: (13 ï 10) k 
Scarce feral visitor. The first record was in 2011. The poorest year for a while. Recorded on 5 dates across 
the year, mostly fly overs. Max 6 on 20th Nov. 
 
Shelduck: (645 ï 548 ï 32) m 
Occasional breeder and winter visitor. 2 family parties noted, one in Jun and one in Jul. The max count was 
39 on 22nd Nov. Worse than last year but still not as bad as 2012, which was the worst year on record. 
 
Mandarin Duck: 2 records. 2003 & 2011 
 

Garganey: Scarce visitor. Recorded in 8 years since 1992. Last record 2022. 
 
 



10 

 
Shoveler: (32 ï 30) n 
Scarce visitor, which can occur at any time. The year started with a record count when 32 flew over on 2nd 
Jan (PVH), previously 28 on 22nd Nov 2015. After this the year was far more typical with records in single 
figures on 16 dates across the year. By way of comparison NW Holes Bay, approximately 1km away, 
hosted 312 on 30th Dec 2023! Demonstrating the importance of habitat diversity within any locality. 
 
Gadwall: (73 ï 26) n 
Uncommon visitor and occasional breeder. 1 pair again bred, hatching 9 juveniles in early Jun. There was 
no repeat of the spring gathering of non-breeding adults and there were no double figure counts of full 
grown birds. 
 
Wigeon: (732 ï 32) n 
Common winter visitor. Absent from 28th Apr until 5th Sep. Max 578 on 3rd Dec. 
 
Mallard: (123 ï 32) n 
Breeds at several sites around the recording area. Very regular on Sandy Close Pond. Fewer in winter. 
Max 93 on 18th Aug. 
 
Northern Pintail: (21 - 24) n 
Scarce visitor. A poor year with 13 bird-days on 5 dates until 20th Feb and from 15th Oct. Max 6 on 5th Jan. 
 
Teal: (1345 ï 32) k 
Winter visitor and passage migrant. 6 juveniles on 9th July again suggested local breeding. Max 554 on 2nd  
Oct.  
 
Green-winged Teal: 3 records. 2000, 2016-17 & 2022. 
 
Pochard: (24 ï 17) 
Scarce visitor. 1 was at a flooded Lytchett Fields on 26th Jan and another in the Bay on 19th Oct. 
 
Tufted Duck: (20 ï 19) n 
Scarce visitor. 1 on 6th Aug was the only record. 
 
Scaup: 1 record. 1986. 
 
Common Scoter: (? ï 3) 
6th record. Last year we said, ñone day we will see one swimming on the water in the Bayò. This was that 
year! Following stormy weather on 2nd Nov a juv was found swimming in the Rock Lea channel (SR et al). 
To the delight of all local listers it lingered. In fact to everyoneôs surprise it fed actively in the Bay until 28th 
Nov. This was the first to be seen at the Bay since 27th Jul 1981! 
 

 
Even though this bird was present daily for almost a month it never came close to the shore and a competition for the least-worst 

picture developed. This phone scoped effort just about won © Shaun Robson 
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Goldeneye: Previously uncommon winter visitor. Now rare. Recorded in 25 years since 1992. Last record 
2018. 
 
Smew: 4 records, 1980, 1997, 2001 & 2014. 
 
Goosander: Scarce visitor. Recorded in 11 years since 1992. Last record 2022. 
 
Red-breasted Merganser: (73 ï 32) n  
Winter visitor. Recorded on at least 48 dates until 29th Mar and from 19th Nov. April departures and October 
arrivals were once the norm. Max 8 on 12th Jan. 
 
Ruddy Duck: 2 records, both 2001. 
   
Grey Partridge: 1 record since 1992, in 1999. 
 
Pheasant:  n 
Common resident.  
 
Red-legged Partridge: (4 ï 8) 
Scarce introduced visitor. One on 28th Feb.   
 
Nightjar: (3 ï 24) n 
 

 

Irregular breeder. A pair present at 
Lytchett Heath from at least 3rd Jun ï 
16th Aug. Breeding likely as juvenile 
recorded in daylight on last date. 2 
migrants recorded at Lytchett Fields on 
8th Aug. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Finding a bird in the open at its daytime roost is 
a very fortunate event © Ian Ballam 

 

Swift: (140 ï 32) n 
Passage migrant and occasional local breeder. Recorded between 27th Apr ï 5th Sep (latest date, 
previously 28th Aug 2012). At least 140 over Lytchett Fields on 4th Jul was a record count for the Bay, 
surpassing 113 on 23rd Jul 2000. It was thought that more were present. Otherwise counts were small and 
usually in single figures. 
 
Cuckoo: (2 ï 31) n  

Scarce visitor in spring. A poor year with only 4 records. Singles on 20th Apr, 27th Apr (sound recorded),19th 
May and 22nd May. 
 
Feral Pigeon: (- - 32) 
Common resident. 
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Stock Dove: (138 ï 32) k 
Common resident, increasing. Again bred in the vicinity of Lytchett Fields. The arable field attracted more 
than ever. Max 76 in first winter period on Mar 26th and then record breaking numbers in second period 
peaking at 138 on 7th Dec (previous record 72 on 13th Nov 2013). 
 
Woodpigeon: (17,785 ï 32) n 
Common resident and autumn migrant. Autumn movements were again few in the predominantly windy 
weather. Max 1000 west in 45 minutes on 5th Nov. 
 
Turtle Dove:  (2 ï 12)  
Previously uncommon but almost annual visitor, now rare. 1 flew north over Turlin Moor on 4th May (SC), 
the 4th record this century (earliest record, previously 6th May 1984). Found by a visiting birder looking for 
the Forsterôs Tern. First record since 22nd Oct 2017. 
 
Collared Dove: (18 ï 32) n 
Resident. Recorded across the site on a daily basis. Max 10 at on location on 11th Jan. 
 
Water Rail: (67 pairs ï 32) n 
Common resident and winter visitor. No perceived change in status after 2013ôs complete breeding survey 
found 67 prs.  
 
Corncrake: 1 record. 1996. 
 
Spotted Crake: 4 records. 1983, 1992, 2014, 2016. 
 
Moorhen: (18 ï 32) k 
Common resident. Breeds widely across the area, much more so than in the past. The Sandy Close Pond 
birds moved on after reed cutting in autumn 2022. 
 
Coot: (62 ï 21) 
Very scarce visitor, though night recording is proving that they are very frequent overhead nocturnal 
migrants. The first was sound recorded on 14th Mar at the Lytchett Way listening station and on a further 13 
dates in spring until 26th Apr! There was one nocturnal bird in autumn on 5th Oct. There were no field 
sightings this year. 
 
Common Crane: (8 ï 5) 
Rare visitor. 7th record. 2 circled over Lytchett Fields on 22nd Feb (IB et al). They looked like they might land 
in the arable field but were spooked before touch down. They eventually drifted off north. 
 

 
A call from Ian Ballam brightened a dull February afternoon © Shaun Robson 
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Little Grebe: (12 - 32) n                          

Winter visitor. Present in the Bay, and occasionally on Lytchett Fields, on many days until 8th Mar and from 
21st Aug. Nocturnal migrants were recorded up to 4th Apr. Max 7 on 26th Oct.  
                                          

Great Crested Grebe; (7 - 29) k 

Increasingly frequent visitor. Seen on at least 104 dates, a remarkable increase even compared to recent 
good years. Records from every month except Jun. Max 6 on 6th - 8th Dec. 
 
Slavonian Grebe: 1 record. 1989. 
 
Black-necked Grebe: 2 records. 1994, 2019. 
 
Stone Curlew: 1 record. 2019. 
 
Oystercatcher: (400 ï 32)  
A common winter visitor and passage migrant. Turlin Fields and Turlin Shore at high tide remain the 
favored locations, with fewer birds remaining in the bay to feed at low tide. Increasingly birds are seen on 
Lytchett Fields, particularly in spring and summer.  
 
After a quiet start to the year numbers using Turlin fields improved in the second winter period and 
continued into 2023. Max 135 on 12th Nov. Birds were present during the breeding season at Lytchett 
Fields but any attempt at breeding was unsuccessful again. 
 
Ofl(11)//m+//R - present at Turlin Fields, Lytchett Bay on 22nd Nov 2024 

 

 
Ringed as a pullus on 25th Jul 2023 at Wisğa, 
Zastów Karczmiski, Lubelskie, POLAND.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
© Ian Ballam 

 
Black-winged Stilt: 2 records. 2014 & 2016. 
 
Pied Avocet: (327 ï 31) k 
Increasingly regular winter visitor and passage migrant. Year on year occurrence seems less reliant on cold 
weather. Present almost daily until 11th Feb and from 10th Oct. Nocturnal migration (nm) was sound 
recorded on night of 1st - 2nd May when three separate flocks flew over. Max 238 on 1st Dec. 
 
Monthly max: 

JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC 
162  126    2    2  nm   1   0    2    0   35   97  238 

 
Lapwing: (3000 ï 32) n 
Formerly bred, now a non-breeding visitor in smaller numbers. Bred regularly during early 1990ôs. Last 
confirmed breeding 1999. Present during Apr & May but there was no evidence of a breeding attempt. Max 
625 on 1st Feb. 
 
Monthly max: 

JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC 
495  625   40    2    9   40  60   50   31   76  151  221 
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G//GN + Nfl//Bm - present at Lytchett Bay on 10th Feb 2023. 

 

 
It was ringed on 16th Apr 2021 as an adult female at 
Watton's Ford, Avon Valley, Hampshire, UK. A 
movement of 24 km. The bird has previously been 
observed at Lytchett Bay in autumn 2021, May, Jun, 
Jul & Oct 2022. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
© Ian Ballam 
 

 
Golden Plover: (160 ï 18) 
Scarce visitor, surprisingly so. 38 overhead on 2nd Jan was a good count but the only record of the year. 
 
Grey Plover: (18 ï 26) n 
Scarce visitor. Recorded on 7 dates. 2 on 25th Feb, 1 calling over Sandy Close Pond on 3rd Apr, 2 on 4th 
Apr. There were no further records until 1 on 27th Sep. 3 on 11th Oct, 1 on 21st Oct and 2 on 25th Oct. 
 
Ringed Plover; (50 ï 28) n 
Passage migrant, previously scarce. 297 bird-days on 59 dates. A small reduction on last yearôs peak. 
 
Spring migration 15th Mar (sound recorded) ï 16th Jun. Max 35 on 23rd May. Autumn migration 25th Jul ï 4th 
Oct. Max 18 on 25th Aug. There was one unusual winter record, a single on 22nd Nov. 
 

 
Flocks of  waders briefly dropping in before flying off north over the observerôs head is one of the most thrilling aspects of spring 

migration. Ringed Plover and Dunlin beautifully captured here by © Stuart Utting at Rock Lea View. 
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Little Ringed Plover: (15 ï 21) k 

Increasingly frequent summer visitor, but this was a poor year. The first was on 17th Mar. Birds were then 
seen frequently until 9th Jun. The peak count was 4 on several dates. 1 pair were present until mid-May but 
did not breed. 
 
Return passage was light and brief with birds only recorded on 11 dates between 20th Jun and 31st Jul. Max 
5 on 29th Jun.  
 
Whimbrel: (157 ï 32)  
Passage migrant, most numerous in Spring. The first was recorded at the noc-mig Listening Station on 24th 
Mar. After which there was a good passage of 308 bird-days up to 26th May. Max 50 on 9th May.  
 

 
         © Peter Corbin 

 
Autumn passage occurred between 29th Jun ï 15th Sep involving 93 bird-days, max 5 on 13th Aug.  
 
Curlew: (116 ï 32) n 
Common winter visitor and passage migrant. Frequently seen on Lytchett Fields in small numbers. Each 
monthôs count was slightly higher than 2022. Colour ring reading provided a fascinating insight into the 
diverse origins of our visiting birds. 
 

  Monthly max: 
JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC 
41 37 28 12 12 26   48 20 n.c. 25 n.c. 31 

 
M//R+R//WR (FP45756) - present at Lytchett Bay during winter 2022/23 until at least 17th Feb, arriving back 
the following season on 16th Jun 2023 and continuing until the end of the year. 

 

 
It was ringed as an adult female at Strodgemoor, Burley Street, 
New Forest, Hampshire, UK on 25th May 2018. The bird was 
fitted with a GPS tag, but unfortunately this fell off one month 
after fitting. It was seen in the Avon Valley, Hants in Mar 2019, 
presumably on its way back to its breeding site. First 
encountered at Lytchett Bay on 16th Sep 2018, the bird has 
returned to over-wintered every year since. Many thanks to Pete 
Potts for this information. 
 
 
© Ian Ballam 
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Yfl(T6)R+Y ï was present at Lytchett Fields on 6th May.  

 

 
This bird had was part of a head starting program 
and had been released in the South Downs, nr 
Arundel, Sussex on 13th Jul 2022. This was the first 
record of the bird since release. Information about 
the the project can be found at 

https://www.birdguides.com/news/headstarted-

curlews-released-in-sussex/.  Many thanks to Chris 

Heward for this information. 
 
 
 
 
© Ian Ballam 

 

R//M+W(K1M) ï was present at Lytchett Bay on 28th Oct and 13th Nov and continued in to 2024. 

 

 
It had been ringed as a pullus at Siikalatva, 
Pohjois-Pohjanmaa, Oulu, FINLAND on 1st Jul 
2023. This is our first recovery of a bird from that 
country. Very exciting, even though it is known that 
a lot of Finnish Curlews move to the UK to winter. 
Many thanks to the University of Helsinki for this 
information. 
 
 
 
 
 
© Ian Ballam 

 
Bar-tailed Godwit: (110 ï 28) n 
Scarce visitor. 16 bird-days on 13 dates. Spring passage between 25th Mar ï 26th Apr. In autumn between 
27th Jul ï 24th Sep. 2 singles in Dec. No counts greater than 2. 
 
Black-tailed Godwit: (1240 ï 32) n 
Common passage migrant and winter visitor. Spring passage was again strong. Max 891 on 23rd Mar. The 
first juv of the year was seen on 3rd Aug. Relatively scarce in both winter periods. 
 

 

https://www.birdguides.com/news/headstarted-curlews-released-in-sussex/
https://www.birdguides.com/news/headstarted-curlews-released-in-sussex/
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Over the last 26 years colour ringed birds have proved that birds visiting Lytchett Bay breed in Iceland 
(L.l.islandica). Birds seen at Lytchett Bay also visit western France, Portugal, Ireland, Scotland, The 
Netherlands, Belgium, Germany, E England as well as many locations along the south coast. 
 
WNY+YRY - present at Lytchett Bay on 21st Feb 2023. 

 

 
It was ringed at Axe Estuary, Seaton, Devon on 
18th Jan 2015. It has previously been 
encountered at Lytchett Bay in 2015, 2017 & 
2018 and 2021. Until Apr 2023 all sightings had 
come from the UK. However it was then seen 
twice at Akureyri, N ICELAND 
 
 
 
© Ian Ballam 

 
LNL+YRY - present at Lytchett Bay on 15th Feb 2023. 

 
 

 
It was ringed at Axe Estuary, Seaton, Devon on 10th Nov 
2013. It has previously been encountered at Lytchett 
Bay in 2014, 2015, 2017, 2018, 2021 & 2022. All recent 
records are from Poole Harbour. 
 
 
 
 
© Ian Ballam 
 

LNY+YRY was present on 31st Mar 2023. 

 
 

It had been ringed on 10th Nov 2013 as an Ad 
at Axe Estuary, Devon. It was previously 
seen at Lytchett Bay in Jul & Aug 2015. 
Other English sightings extend as far as 
Lincolnshire. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
© Ian Ballam 

 
Left leg always given first, all rings above the tibia (unless preceded by the mark //). Recently some birds 
have been marked with leg flags rather than rings. Colours are: 
 
O = Orange L = Lime (this can look very washed out in the field, approaching white) 
R = Red G = Green 
W = White B = Blue 
Y = Yellow N = Niger 
  
Many thanks to Pete Potts and the Farlington Ringing Group, Böðvar Þórisson and the Iceland Wader 
Group for supplying this information. 
 
Turnstone: (9 ï 12) 
Scarce visitor. After none in 2022 it was good to have 3 records this year, all at Lytchett Fields. 2 on 30th 
Jul, 1 on 2nd Aug & 1 on 27th Aug. 
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Red Knot: (300 - 48 ï 23) n 
Scarce visitor. Another poor year with records on only 8 dates between 2nd Aug ï 9th Oct. Max 2 on first 
date. Note the revised all-time record total. A record of 300 on 6th Oct 1978 has just come to light. 
 
Ruff: (11 ï 28) n 
Scarce visitor. The poorest year since 2012 when there were none. Singles on 11 dates. One on 7th Jan 
was a good winter record. Single spring record on 16th Mar. The remainder were between 26th Aug and 29th 
Sep. 
 
Stilt Sandpiper: 1 record. 2017. 
 
Curlew Sandpiper: (13 ï 17) k 
Scarce autumn migrant. A good year, even if not matching the excesses of 2022. 66 bird-days on 27 dates 
between 11th Sep ï 6th Nov. Max 6, 3rd ï 5th Oct. 
 
Temminckôs Stint. 1 record. 2014. 
 
Sanderling: (7 ï 8) 
Rare visitor. 1 on 22nd May was the only record.  
 
Dunlin: (1800 ï 1200 ï 32) n 
Regular winter visitor and passage migrant. Both winter periods were again decent by recent standards, 
Max 305 on 10th Mar and 474 on 17th Nov. No records between 2nd Jun  & 10th Jul. The huge majority of 
birds were seen at Lytchett Fields.  
 
Little Stint: (7 ï 17) k 
Scarce autumn migrant. Like the rest of Dorset, a very poor year. 1 at Lytchett Fields on 17th Aug was the 
only record. 
 
Buff-breasted Sandpiper: 1 record. 2017. 
 
Pectoral Sandpiper: Rare Visitor. 4 records. 1992, 2014, 2021, 2022. 
 
Long-billed Dowitcher: 1 record. 2020. 
  
Woodcock: (5 ï 22) n 
Scarce but under recorded winter visitor. The number of records of this species is largely a reflection of the 
effort made to see them. Nick Hopper studied Woodcock during early 2014 on behalf of The Birds of Poole 
Harbour. Following transects at Lytchett Bay the estimated winter population was predicted to be 8 birds 
(No more than 5 have ever been seen on one visit). Again, very little effort was made to survey birds at 
Lytchett Fields. Recorded on 4 dates to 27th Feb. One at Holton Pools on 21st Apr was interesting. Birds 
have been recorded roding at nearby Holton Lee in recent years. 
 
Jack Snipe: (6 - 23) n 
Scarce but under recorded winter visitor. Like Woodcock, records are to a degree a reflection of birder / 
survey effort as much as presence. This year there was relatively little effort. Recorded on 5 dates to 1st 
Mar, Max 2, and on 2 dates from 3rd Oct. 
 
Snipe: (160 ï 132 ï 32) n 
Winter visitor and passage migrant. Recorded until 25th Apr, returning on the 13th Jul. Max 50 on 25th Jan 
and 35 on 19th Dec.  
 
Grey Phalarope: 3 records. 1978, 1999 & 2020. 
 
Common Sandpiper: (18 ï 32) n 
Uncommon passage migrant. 11 bird-days in spring between 17th Apr ï 4th May. Autumn passage 30th May 
ï 9th Oct. 193 bird-days, max 13 on 9th Aug. 1 ringed. 
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Green Sandpiper: (30 ï 32) k 
Common non-breeding visitor. Lytchett Fields and western most part of the Bay is the favored area. 
Present until 20th Apr and from 12th Jun. A single bird on 13th May could have been either a very late 
departer or a very early returner? Max 13 on 9th Aug. 
 
Lesser Yellowlegs: 1 record. 2016 -17. 
 
Redshank: (608 ï 436 ï 31) m 
Common winter visitor. The first breeding record since 2018. One pair raised at least 1 young at Lytchett 
Fields. Nonetheless there is an overall impression that the numbers of migrant and wintering birds are 
declining gently year on year. 
 

Monthly max: 
JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC 
115 92 86 70 2 3    93 110 161 138 163 86 

 
N//NYL (right leg) ï present at Lytchett Fields on 16th Mar 2023. 

 

 
It was ringed as an adult 12 years earlier on 20th 
Feb 2011 at Fianteira, Sanxenxo (Pontevedra), 
SPAIN. Since then it has been recorded on 58 
occasions, mainly at the ringing site. However it 
was also seen in The NETHERLANDS in 2016, 
2017 & 2021. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
© Ian Ballam 

Wood Sandpiper: (5 ï 20) 
Scarce migrant. Only 1 record, a brief bird on 29th Aug. Disappointing given the reasonable showing 
elsewhere in Dorset. 
 
Spotted Redshank: (68 ï 42 ï 32)  
Scarce passage migrant and scarce winter visitor. Another good year with records on 160 dates with 218 
bird-days. Not quite the 90ôs but we will gratefully welcome the improvement. Present until 21st Apr, Max 3 
on 2 dates. From 9th Jul till the year end. Max 3 on several dates. 
 
Greenshank: (49 ï 27 ï 32) n 
Common non-breeding visitor. This species is enjoying a series of good years at the Bay. There were no 
records between 4th Jun and 30th Jun but present almost daily outside that period. Max 24 on 28th Aug. 
Lytchett Fields was by far the most used habitat. 
 
RN+GB (DT00415) was present from the beginning of the year until at least 6th Apr 2023. It returned for its 
9th season on 19th Jul 2023 and continued into 2024. 

 
 

It was ringed as a juvenile at Seabrook, 
Montrose Basin, Scotland on 29th Sep 
2015. A seasoned visitor to Lytchett Bay, 
it was first encountered on 4thï12th Apr 
2016, returning for the non-breeding 
seasons of 2016-17, 2017-18, 2018-19, 
2019-20, 2020-21, 2021-22, 2022-23. It 
was recorded at Steart, Somerset in Dec 
2015. 
© Ian Ballam 
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Our obsession with flying waders continues. Top ï Black-tailed Godwit & Redshank © Mark Wright. Bottom ï juvenile Spotted Redshank and Green Sandpiper © Peter Corbin. 
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Kittiwake: (4 ï 8) 
Scarce visitor. A 2cy in Lytchett Bay on 4th Jan (IB). 
 
Bonaparteôs Gull: 1 record. 2022. 
 
Black-headed Gull: (15000 ï 32) n 
A very common visitor. Again excellent numbers visited the Bay pre-roost during mid - late February. Max 
10,000 on 27th. The first local juv was seen on 10th Jun. 
 
Little Gull: (2 ï 18) 
Scarce visitor. 5 individuals on 7 dates represents a remarkable year, probably the best ever. All records 
listed. Ad 1st May, 2cy 15th May, 2cy 1st - 3rd Jun, Juv 23rd Oct, Ad 7th Dec. Shared between Lytchett Bay 
and Lytchett Fields. 
 
Mediterranean Gull: (205 ï 31) n 
Spring and early summer visitor, occasional at other times. Assessing actual numbers in spring is very 
difficult due to the number of calling birds passing overhead. A record count of 329 on 3rd Apr (previously 
205 on 27th Feb 2022) achieved by counting birds flying south into the Bay over Sandy Close Pond for 75 
mins in late afternoon. It was a very good year for juveniles bathing at Lytchett Fields which peaked at 13 
on 15th Jul. 

Monthly max: 
JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC 

3 117 90 329 10 6 15 1 0 2 0 5 
 
3HY5 (white ring) ï present at Turlin Fields, Lytchett Bay on 15th Mar, 9th Apr & 22nd Apr 2023 

 

 
It was ringed as an Ad on 18th May 2019 at Antwerp, 
Flanders, BELGIUM. 
 
The bird has also been observed in FRANCE & 
Cornwall. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
© Ian Ballam 

. 
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3JX5 (White ring) ï present at Turlin Fields, Lytchett Bay on 15th Mar & 22nd Apr 2023. 

 
 

 
It was ringed as an Ad on 18th May 2019 at 
Antwerp, Flanders, BELGIUM. 
 
This bird has been seen in Dorset, Sussex 
and the Isle of Wight. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
© Ian Ballam 

Common Gull: (3000 ï 32)  
A common winter visitor and passage migrant, especially in spring. Max 350 on 27th Feb. Not recorded 
between 5th May and 14th Jul. 
 
Ring-billed Gull: Rare visitor. Recorded in 10 years since 1992. Last record 2020. 
 
Iceland Gull: Rare visitor. Recorded in 5 years since 1992. Last record 2008. 
 
Great Black-backed Gull: (151 ï 32) n 
Daily visitor throughout the year in small numbers, usually single figures. The max count for the site of 151 
was way back in 2003 when Corfe Mullen Tip was in its hey-day. No specific records submitted. 
 
P:30A ï was present at Lytchett Bay on 11th Jun 2023. 

 

 
It was ringed as a pullus at Portland Harbour, Dorset on 11th 
June 2012 and had previously been seen at Lytchett Fields on 
4th Jun 2016 & 4th Feb 2019. However it has not been recorded 
anywhere else since 2013. 
 
It has also been seen in Guernsey in Jan 2013. 
 
 
 
 
 
© Ian Ballam 

 
Herring Gull: (2500 ï 32) n 
Common winter visitor and passage migrant. Numbers much lower than 90ôs/early 00ôs when Corfe Mullen 
tip attracted large numbers of gulls to the wider area. Max 271 on 13th Aug. 
 
Herring Gull x Lesser Black-backed Gull hybrid:  
The bird first seen in Dec 2020 remained and continued to confuse many throughout the year. 

 
American Herring Gull: 1 record. 2002. 
 
Yellow legged Gull: (65 ï 31) , 
Increasingly uncommon visitor. Recorded on only 10 dates, similar to 2022 (9). All were singles between 
Jan and Aug. Quite why this species is doing so badly at The Bay remains a mystery, numbers in Poole 
Harbour are declining but not to the extent that they are here. Record evaluation remains difficult due to the 
on-going presence of presumed Herring x Lesser Black-backed hybrid (see above) which is a trap for the 
unwary.  
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Mediterranean Gulls reached a new peak © Mark Wright. Common Gull in flight showing its distinctive wing tip pattern © Peter Corbin. The ever confusing putative hybrid Herring x Lesser Black-
backed Gull © Shaun Robson. 2cy Kittiwake always a surprise at the Bay © Ian Ballam. 2cy Little Gull in summer plumage, this species probably had its best year ever © Ian Ballam 
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Lesser Black backed Gull: (2128 ï 32) n 
Common passage migrant and uncommon winter visitor. Numbers are much lower now than they were in 
the 90ôs/early 00ôs when up to 2000 would occur associated with Corfe Mullen Tip. Another very poor year 
with no counts greater than 20. 
 
Lesser Black-backed Gull (L.f.intermedius) 
A very black-backed adult on 19th Apr was considered to be of this race. 

 
Sandwich Tern: (14 ï 32) k 
Summer visitor. 97 bird-days on 53 dates between 30th Mar ï 8th Nov. Max 7 on 8th Aug. 
 
Little Tern: Rare visitor. Recorded in 7 years since 1992. Last record 2022. 
 
Common Tern: (26 ï 32) n 

Uncommon summer visitor. 120 bird-days recorded on 45 dates between 1st May ï 2nd Sep. Max 13 on 18th 
Aug. Records split between the Bay and Lytchett Fields. An excellent year. 
 
Arctic Tern: Rare visitor. Recorded in 4 years since 1992. Last record 2020. 
 
Forsterôs Tern: 
First record. One of the biggest surprises and least expected species to have occurred at the Bay. A 2cy 
was found feeding off Rock Lea View by sharp eyed observers on 23rd Apr. Having caused a major panic, it 
flew off before anyone else could get to the site. Kindly it gave itself up the next morning and showed very 
well until 26th, reappearing briefly on 3rd May, causing the biggest twitch in the siteôs history (SFS, JW et al). 
After spending some time around Poole Harbour it set off on a tour of the south coast before returning to 
Lytchett Fields for 20 minutes on 15th Jul (SR, IHA) and then settling at Arne for the remainder of the 
summer. See Steveôs finders account on page 40. 
 

  
Rock Lea View was a great location for a close flyby © Simon Craft but the birds favourite perch was a large buoy off South Haven, 
Turlin Moor © Shaun Robson 

 
Black Tern: Rare visitor. Recorded in 4 years since 1992. Last record 2022. 
 
Arctic Skua: 1 record. 2011. 
 
Common Guillemot: 1 record. 2021. 
 
Red-throated Diver: 4 records. 1985, 1998, 2011 & 2013. 
 
Black-throated Diver: 1 record. 1977. 
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Great Northern Diver: 
7th & 8th records. A record 
breaking year by some margin. 
A juv was present following 
stormy weather on 8th Nov. 
Further rough weather 
produced an astonishing 3 
together on 13th. 2 were still 
present the next day and one 
continued until 28th Nov. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
© Ian Ballam 

 
 
Black Stork: 1 record. 2011 
 
White Stork: Rare visitor, now helped by reintroduction scheme. 1 record. 2021. 
 
Cormorant: (500 ï 32) k    

Daily visitor. Large feeding flocks now occur frequently in autumn. Max 400 on 23rd Oct. 
 
Glossy Ibis: Rare Visitor. Recorded in 4 years since 1992. Last record 2022. 
 
Spoonbill: (25 ï 14) n 

Increasingly frequent visitor. A much better year than 2022. Records on 30 dates. 28 bird-days to 1st Feb, 
Max 6. 1 on 4th Jul, 92 bird-days from 25th Aug to year end. Max 20 on 13th Sep when a flock flushed by a 
White-tailed Eagle from Brownsea Lagoon flew west over the Bay. 
              
B(AE)+W(AE) was present on 17th & 19th Oct, 7th Nov and 8th Dec 2023. 

 

 
It was ringed as a pullus at Schiermonnikoog, 
NETHERLANDS on 19th Jul 2006, and is now 17 
years old! A familiar visitor to Lytchett Bay, it has 
previously been encountered in 2013, 2015, 
2017, 2018, 2020, 2021 & 2022. The bird 
commutes back and forth between SW England 
and the Netherlands where it was again recorded 
breeding at its place of hatching in 2023. In 
previous years, the bird has also been seen en 
route at Somme, FRANCE during late Sept and 
Oct. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
© Ian Ballam 

 
Bittern: Rare visitor. Recorded in 7 years since 1992. Last record 2020 
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Cattle Egret: (5 ï 10) k 
Increasingly frequent visitor. 60 bird-days on 25 dates was again the most ever. Max 9 on 26th Nov (IB) was 
a new record count (previously 5 on 9th Aug 2020). 
 
Grey Heron: (13 ï 32) n 

Daily visitor in small numbers. Max 5 on 3 dates. 
 

 
© Peter Corbin captured a series of arresting images of two Grey Herons fighting in front of Rock Lea View. This was our favourite. 

 
Purple Heron: 2 records. 1992 & 1994 
 
Great White Egret: (7 ï 11) k 
Uncommon but increasing visitor. Recorded on 17 dates, the most yet. Max 3 on 25th Nov. 
 

 
Flyby egret flocks can no longer be dismissed as Littleôs. Both Cattle and Great White are becoming increasingly likely. This tight 
group of three Great Whites produced a finely composed image © Alison Copland 
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Little Egret: (67 ï 31) n                                                                                                                                                              

Daily visitor. The largest counts occur in the early morning or late afternoon when birds arrive from or 
prepare to set off to roost. Max 29 on 30th Aug. 
                 
Osprey: (5 ï 31) n 
Annual passage migrant. Recorded on at least 93 dates! Another brilliant year. The Poole Harbour pair 
fledged 3 young. 
 

Our first was on 26th Mar, when the local male 022 was seen from Rock Lea View. This set the scene for 
this location which established itself as one of the primary Osprey watching and photographic locations in 
Dorset. Seen on 22 further spring dates to the 21st May.  
 
After occasional sightings to 29th July the species became a daily fixture to 29th Sep! Often, several were on 
view at once, reaching a peak of 5 on 27th Aug. Quite how many individuals were seen on some days canôt 
be answered, probably a good few more than 5.  
 
B(5E0)+m a juvenile hatched in a nest at Morenish, Loch Tay, Perthshire, Scotland on 9th Jul 2023 was 
seen at Lytchett Bay on 28th Aug & 16th Sep. It remained in Poole Harbour until at least 24th Sep. Typical of 
Scottish migrants which often stop to use the harbour as a fueling station on their journeys south. 

 
We have seen some jaw dropping photos of Ospreys at Lytchett Bay over the years but this might be the best? © Peter Corbin  

 
Or then again you might prefer this one. Taken from Rock Lea View just before the talons hit the water © Peter Corbin 
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Honey-buzzard: (1 ï 9) 
12th record. One flew over Turlin Moor on 19th Aug (DW) 
 
Sparrowhawk: (4 ï 32) n 

Uncommon. Recorded on at least 89 dates throughout the year. A bird carrying food in Jun suggested local 
breeding. 1 ringed. 
 
Goshawk: (1 ï 6) 
Rapidly increasing visitor. Not quite as many as we had hoped for given 6 records last year (and the Ed still 
needs to see one!) 
 
1 over Lytchett Fields on 7th Feb, a female over same location on 19th Feb (IB) and one over the Bay on 
15th Mar. 
 
Marsh Harrier: (6 ï 31) k 
Increasingly regular visitor. Noted on at least 202 dates. Not surprising as this species continues to prosper 
in Poole Harbour and Dorset. Recorded in every month of the year. Max 5 on 4th Jan. 1 roosted 
occasionally at both ends of the year. 
 
Hen Harrier: (2 ï 31) n 
Irregular Visitor. Recorded on at least 21 dates, probably the best since intensive recording began in 1992. 
Hopefully a sign of the improving fortunes of this sadly still much persecuted species. Recorded on 3 dates 
in Jan and then 18 dates from 3rd Nov. 2 were seen on 4 dates, a grey male and a ringtail on each. 
 
Montaguôs Harrier: 2 records. 1995 & 2017  
 
Red Kite: (29 ï 18) k 
Scarce migrant, increasingly expected on spring migration. Recorded on at least 32 dates between 16th Jan 
& 1st Dec. Max 5 on 22nd & 28th May. 
 
White-tailed Eagle: (3 ï 3) 
Scarce wanderer from Isle of Wight reintroduction scheme. This scheme started in 2019 and 25 birds had 
been released by the summer of 2021. Further releases are currently curtailed by the prevalence of avian-
flu in the UK. These birds have satellite tags and are tracked. Many have made prolonged explorations 
away from the release area before returning to the island, one as far as Germany. Wild European birds are 
also possible vagrants. The European population is doing well and expanding towards the North Sea coast. 
In 2020, 2 untagged birds were recorded in Dorset. 2023 witnessed the first breeding by the introduced 
birds, in West Sussex, when 1 chick fledged. 
 
After an incredible 44 dates in 2022 we enjoyed them on 59 this year! 2 were seen on many dates and they 
were recorded in every month except June. Rock Lea View is a prime eagle watching location. 
 
The future looks bright and hopefully this magnificent creature will be a regular feature in these reports. The 

project can be followed at White-tailed Eagle Reintroduction on the Isle of Wight - Roy Dennis Wildlife 

Foundation 
 
Rough-legged Buzzard: 1 record. 2005. 
 
Common Buzzard: (15 ï 32) n 
The commonest raptor of the area. Breeds widely in the vicinity. Max 8 on 3rd Apr. 
 
Barn Owl: (2 ï 22) 
Bred at Frenchôs Farm until 2009. Shortly after this the nest box was removed. Since then the species has 
been hard to see. One at the Bakers Arms roundabout on 16th Jun was the only sighting of the year. 
Nocturnal sound monitoring at our Listening Station recorded them on a surprising 18 dates in spring and 
autumn confirming that there are birds in the area but that they are strictly nocturnal. 
 
Little Owl: Previously resident breeder. Now very rare. Recorded in 12 years since 1992. Last record 2003. 

https://www.roydennis.org/isleofwight/
https://www.roydennis.org/isleofwight/
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Short Eared Owl: Scarce visitor. Recorded in 9 years since 1992. Last record 2022. 
 
Tawny Owl: (2 territories ï 32) n 
Uncommon resident. Heard occasionally throughout the year from 3 locations ï Sandy Close Pond, 
Lytchett Heath and Rock Lea View. A record from Turlin Moor in Nov was new. Successful breeding 
thought likely but not proven. 1 was seen flying from tree to tree in daylight on 16th May. 
 
Hoopoe: Rare visitor. Recorded in 4 years since 1992. Last record 2021. 
 
Kingfisher: (5 ï 32) n 
Passage migrant and uncommon, but frequently seen, winter visitor. Bred in 2000, 2020, 2021 and possibly 
in other years. Recorded from all round the Bay until 6th Mar and from 17th Jul. 4 ringed. 
 
SH05655 ï A 1cy ringed at Lytchett Bay on 28th Aug 2022 was re-trapped there on 4th Oct 2022 before 
being re-trapped on 14th Oct 2022 at Carey Flood Plain, Wareham, Dorset. By the 6th Nov it had returned to 
Lytchett Bay. The bird was re-trapped as an Ad F with a re-feathering brood patch on 9th Aug 2023 
suggesting that it bred somewhere locally, probably on the Sherford River?  
 
Wryneck: (1 ï 6) 
7th record. 1 was at Lytchett Fields on 23rd Sep. Found in flight, it briefly landed in a hedge before 
disappearing into the arable field (IB). 
 
Lesser Spotted Woodpecker: Scarce visitor. Recorded in 11 years since 1992. Last record 2021. 
 
Great Spotted Woodpecker:  k 
Breeding Resident. Seen regularly in most parts of the Bay. Drumming heard in most areas during spring. 1 
ringed. 
 
Green Woodpecker: ,  
Declining catastrophically. We noticed this change in 2021 but never expected it to be so quick or severe. 
This species has gone from uncommon breeder to locally very rare in the space of 3 years. We thought that 
17 dates in 2022 was poor but in 2023 we only have two records! Singles on 27th Mar & 1st Jun. Will 2023 
be our first ever blank year? 
 
Kestrel: (3 ï 32) n 

 

Uncommon resident. Recorded on at least 38 dates 
(probably under recorded) in every month except 
Dec. The nest box was not used and there was no 
evidence of local breeding. 2 birds were seen 
occasionally.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Juvenile Kestrel © Pete Davies 
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Merlin: (2 ï 28) n 
Scarce visitor. Recorded on only 6 dates, a decline after a series of good years. 4 dates until 7th Feb and 2 
from 15th Oct. 
 
Hobby; (4 ï 30) n 
Irregular summer visitor. 14 bird-days on 13 dates between 16th Apr ï 1st Sep. Max 2 on last date. Almost 
identical to 2022 and a relatively poor showing by recent standards. 
 

Peregrine: (3 ï 31) n 
Frequent visitor. Noted in every 
month of the year on at least 52 
dates, a very typical year.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Juvenile Peregrine © Mark Wright 

 
 

 

Ring-necked Parakeet: 3 records. 1993, 2002 & 2020 
 
Red-backed Shrike: 1 record. 1988. 
 
Great Grey Shrike: 
First record and a fabulous event. A presumed migrant flew across the Whimbrel Field, landed in the hedge 
and within seconds dropped into an open mist net on 3rd Nov (SR et al). After release it soon moved on. A 
ringed 1cy subsequently seen at both Morden Bog and Wild Woodbury during late November, almost 
certainly this bird. (see finders account on page 43). 1 ringed. 
 

  
The first view as the shrike landed in the old hedge. The sharp eyed will notice the ringing pole and net loops to the right. 
 © Shaun Robson. In the hand © Phil Saunders 

 
Woodchat Shrike: 1 record. 2011. 
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Golden Oriole: 1 record. 1993. 
 
Jay: (20 ï 32) n 

Resident. Regularly seen throughout the year but most often in autumn.  
 
Magpie:  n 
Common Resident.  
 
Jackdaw: (750 ï 32) n 
Resident. Recorded throughout the year. In autumn a strong flight at the beginning and end of the day was 
noted flying towards a roost in Holes Bay. This peaked with a record of 750 on 1st Nov (previously 610 on 
31st Jul 2017. 
 
Rook: (185 ï 32) k 
Breeds on edge of recording area. 22 nests were found at the Watery Lane colony (11 ï 25 nests 2010 ï 
2023). 
 
Carrion Crow: (100 ï 32) n 
Common Resident. Breeds widely across the area. 
 
Raven: (15 ï 29) k 
Uncommon but increasing. Recorded throughout the year, in particular during autumn.  
 
Waxwing: Rare visitor. Recorded in 1996, 2010, 2011, 2013.  
 
Coal Tit:  k 
Uncommon resident, increasing. Recorded from most sites across the calendar. 1 ringed. 
 
Marsh Tit: Rare visitor. Recorded in 7 years since 1992. Last 2022. 
 
Willow Tit: 2 records. 1982 & 1998. 
 
Blue Tit:  n 
Common resident. 45 ringed. 
 
Great Tit:  n 
Common resident. 13 ringed. 
 
Penduline Tit: 2 records. 1998 & 2015. 
 
Bearded Tit: (40 ï 32) k 
Scarce breeder and uncommon passage migrant. The survey in 2019 found at least 4, and possibly 8, pairs 
east of the Sherford. Bred successfully but no survey undertaken. Max 10 on 22nd Oct. 17 ringed. 
 
AJB2840 -  a unaged F ringed at Lytchett Bay on 4th Dec 2018 was re-trapped at the same location on 22nd 
Oct 2023 showing that the bird was at least 5 years old. The oldest known bird is 7 yrs 3mths and the 
typical lifespan is 3yrs. 
  
Woodlark: Previous winter visitor. Now scarce migrant. Recorded in 20 years since 1992. Last record 2021. 
 
Skylark: (781 - 32) n 
Scarce breeder and passage migrant. A singing male was recorded in Mar - Jun but breeding success is 
unknown. Rather scarce in each winter period, Max 3. Autumn passage was obvious during Oct, Max 15 on 
20th. 
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Sand Martin: (5000 ï 32) m 
Common passage migrant. Recorded from 25th Mar until 4th Oct. Numbers were poor throughout, not 
exceeding 20 on any one day. 
 
Swallow: (10750+ ï 32) n 
Common passage migrant, breeds at Frenchôs Farm. Recorded from 24th Mar until 21st Nov. A record year. 
Spring migration peaked with an ordinary 134 on 25th Apr. Late Sep and early Oct saw a huge wave of 
migrants. In 3 hours on the morning 27th an incredible 10,000 flew SW over the Lytchett Fields viewpoints. 
Birds were moving all day and a further 750 roosted in the evening (previous record was 1000 on 7th Aug 
1984). The day total is anyoneôs guess! 612 flew through Lytchett Way in 20 minutes on 2nd.  
 
Red-rumped Swallow: 
First record. A long anticipated addition to the Bay list. As feared and expected it was a 20 second bird. 
Observers watching the Forsterôs Tern from the Turlin Shore on the morning 25th Apr were treated to a 
migrant fly by (JSP, LB, RS et al). (See finders account on page 42) 
 
House Martin: (1800 ï 32) n 
Common passage migrant, breeding colony on edge of recording area at Watery Lane. Present from 4th 
Apr until 19th Oct. 
 
The colony at Watery Lane continued spread into Seaview Road and has extended into Slough Lane / 
Beach Road thanks to the provision of nest boxes. Access to a private garden also found 4 nests on a 
house which may have been used for several years? A good year but numbers are not directly comparable. 
The newly installed House Martin nest tower attracted some interest when sound lures were played but the 
only bird that nested was House Sparrow. 
 
No of House Martin nests at the Watery Lane colony 2009 ï 2023. No of nest collapsed or destroyed in 
brackets. 

2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 

15 
(5) 

8 
(7) 

13 
(4) 

2 
(0) 

4 
(1) 

? 7 
(3) 

10 
(4) 

18 
(?) 

17 
(?) 

12 
(4) 

18  
(-) 

11     
(-) 

10  
(-) 

20 
(3) 

 
Cetti's Warbler: (11 males ï 30) n 
Breeding resident. Despite this specieôs rapid and continuing expansion across the UK it is struggling at 
Lytchett Bay. Sika deer grazing seems to be limiting habitat with low scrub being browsed out or severely 
disturbed. Singing birds were found at only 4 locations around the recording area and some of these were 
quite sporadic. At this species peak in 2005 & 2015 it occupied 7 locations with up to 11 singing birds. 7 
ringed. 
 
Long tailed Tit:   k 
Common resident. Regularly recorded from most sites at the Bay. 8 ringed. 
 
Wood Warbler: 2 records. 1998 & 2013 
 
Yellow-browed Warbler: Rare visitor. Recorded in 8 years since the first record in 2003. Last record 2022 
 
Willow Warbler: (60 ï 32) n 
Passage migrant. This species has been lost as a regular breeder. Recorded between 27th Mar & 4th Oct. 
Numbers were poor but in autumn this may have been a reflection of the hugely reduced ringing effort due 
to the poor weather in late Jul and early Aug. 32 ringed. 
 
Chiffchaff: (142 ï 32) k 
Breeding summer visitor and passage migrant. No breeding survey was undertaken but the population 
seemed stable at 7 ï 10 territories east of the Sherford found in 2019. 
 
Typically singles were seen at Lytchett Bay View, Lytchett Fields, Sandy Close Pond occasionally in Jan & 
Feb. 3 on 16th Mar suggested the start of spring migration. The measurement of autumn migration was 
influenced by the reduced ringing effort. Max 55 at Lytchett Heath on 22nd Sep and 30 at Lytchett Fields on 
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26th Sep. 2 were seen regularly at Rock Lea View in Dec. 91 ringed. 
 
Siberian Chiffchaff: Rare visitor. 14 records in 10 years. Last record 2022. 

 
Aquatic Warbler: Rare visitor. 10 records involving 12 individuals. Last record 2022 
 
Sedge Warbler: (219 ï 32) n 
Passage migrant. No sign of a good spring. 9 recorded on only 7 dates between 17th Apr & 5th May. 
Monitoring of autumn passage was limited due to the poor weather in the peak period. Commencing on 24th 
Jul and continuing to 22nd Sep. Max 34 on 16th Aug. 153 ringed. 
 
A typical series of recoveries from western France of birds ringed at Lytchett. Information on the older ones 
has only just been received. 
                 
Z807094 ï A 1cy ringed on 5th Aug 2016 at Lytchett Bay was re-trapped 5 days later on 10th Aug 2016 at 
Le Bonhomme, Saint-Philbert-de-Grand-Leiu, Loire-Atlantique, FRANCE. A S movement 406km. 
 
ABE8014 ï An AdF ringed on 3rd Aug 2019 at Lytchett Bay was re-trapped 8 days later on 11th Aug 2019 at 
Donges, Loire-Atlantique, FRANCE. A S movement of 378km. 
 
AYR3162 ï A 1cy ringed on 19th Aug 2021 at Lytchett Bay was re-trapped 342 days later on 27th Jul 2022 
at Plaisance, Saint-Froult, Charente-Maritime, FRANCE. A S movement of 540km. 
 
AYR7622 ï A 1cy ringed on 14th Aug 2022 at Lytchett Bay was re-trapped 386 days later on 17th Aug 2023 
at Chenal, Chenac-Saint-Seurin-d'Uzet, Charente-Maritime, FRANCE. A S movement of 587km. 
 
T634398 ï A 1cy ringed on 12th Aug 2022 at Lytchett Bay was re-trapped 11 days later on 23rd Aug 2023 at 
Mars-Ouest, Sant-Philbert-de-Grand-Lieu, Loire-Atlantique, FRANCE. A S movement of 401km. 
 
ABX6398 ï A 1cy ringed on 29th Aug 2023 at Lytchett Bay was re-trapped 11 days later on 9th Sep 2023 at 
Noyant, Soulaire-et-Bourg, Maine-et-Loire, FRANCE. A SSE movement of 369km. 
 
Reed Warbler: (107 males ï 32)   n 
Common summer visitor. Present between 15th Apr and 15th Oct. 107 singing males were recorded in a full 
survey in 2019. 108 ringed. 
 
S391531 ï a juvenile ringed on 18th Jul 2018 at Lytchett Bay was re-trapped on 17th Apr 2023, 1734 days 
later, at Lepe CP, Hampshire. A E movement of 54km. 
 
Melodious Warbler: 1 record. 2015 
 
Grasshopper Warbler: (33 ï 25) n 
Passage migrant, predominantly in autumn. Under recorded. Bred in 1986. 
 
No spring records. 35 between 28th Jul & 6th Sep. All ringed. Max 9 on 16th Aug. 35 ringed. 
 
Blackcap: (75 ï 32) k 
Passage migrant, summer visitor and scarce winter visitor. No breeding survey undertaken but population 
felt stable at 14 - 18 territories found in 2019.  
 
Seen regularly at Sandy Close Pond, Lytchett Way and Lytchett Fields in the first two months. 
 
9 at Lytchett Bay View on 17th Apr was the best day of spring. Good autumns continue with Max 39 on 22nd 
Sep in a year with limited ringing coverage. 55 ringed. 
 
ABX6034 ï A 1cyM ringed on 3rd Oct 2022 at Lytchett Bay was re-trapped 222 days later on 13th May 2023 
at Alton Farm, East Dunbartonshire, Scotland. A N movement of 599km. 
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Garden Warbler: (7 ï 30) n 
Scarce passage migrant. 2 in spring, singles 22nd Apr at Lytchett Fields and 23rd Apr at Lytchett Bay View. 
A poor 4 bird-days in autumn between 10th ï 21st Aug. 2 ringed. 
 
Lesser Whitethroat: (3 ï 29) n 
Scarce passage migrant, which occasionally breeds or holds territory.  
 
Another thin year. Singles on 24th Apr, 7th Sep and 22nd Sep (equal latest ever with 2014). 1 ringed. 
 
Whitethroat: (18 ï 30) n 
Uncommon passage migrant. Bred in 2013.12 bird-days in spring between 17th Apr ï 1st May. In autumn, 
34 bird-days between 11th Aug ï 22nd Sep. Max 5 on 16th Aug. 11 ringed. 
 
Dartford Warbler: (2 pairs ï 29)  
1 pair present at Lytchett Heath, bred successfully. The only other record was a migrant at Lytchett Fields 
27th Aug. 1 ringed. 
 
Firecrest: (9 ï 20) k 
Recent colonist, previously scarce migrant. Hard to find during the breeding season this year but it is 
thought that 1 pair bred.  
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Always a difficult species to photograph. É Ian Ballamôs 
picture nicely illustrates the bronze shoulder patch a subtle 
but beautiful characteristic of this gorgeous species. 

 
Birds were found frequently at either end of the year at Rock Lea View, Lytchett Heath and Lytchett Bay 
View. Max 6 on 6th Oct. 4 ringed. 
 
Goldcrest: (27 ï 32) n 
Passage migrant, which occasionally 
breeds. Present during the breeding 
season at Lytchett Fields and Turlin Moor.  
Autumn migration was fairly typical with 
widespread records of up to 5 on any one 
date at one location. 18 ringed. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Both Goldcrest and Firecrest are best found in 
Holly around the recording area © Ian ballam  
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Wren:  n 
Common resident. 6 ringed. 
 
Nuthatch:  n 
Uncommon. Seen occasionally throughout the year from sites stretching from Lytchett Fields to Sandy 
Close Pond, seen frequently in the summer and autumn. 
 
Treecreeper:  n 
Scarce resident. Recorded occasionally across the year from Lytchett Way to Kingsbridge. Probably 
present throughout but the population is obviously small.  
 
Rose-coloured Starling. 1 record. 2008. 
 
Starling: (35000 ï 5600 ï 32) n 
Common resident. No notable counts submitted which suggests that there were no significant gatherings 
during the year. 3 ringed. 
 
Song Thrush: (1256 ï 32) n 
Breeding resident and passage migrant. Estimated population 11 pairs. No diurnal migration witnessed, 
though 71 calls were recorded at the Listening Station overnight on 9th - 10th Oct.  3 ringed. 
 
Mistle Thrush: (60 - 20 ï 32) n 
Uncommon resident. 1 pr present throughout the spring at Lytchett Fields & Kingsbridge, probably bred. 
There were records throughout the year but no single count greater than 4. 
 
Redwing: (1000 ï 514 ï 32) n 
Winter visitor and passage migrant. Recorded until 23rd Apr when one was sound recorded (latest 
departure date, previously 20th Apr 2003) and from 9th Oct. 
 
Small numbers around Lytchett Fields in the first two months. Noc-mig recordings were frequent at Lytchett 
Way Listening Station, peaking with 161 ï between 21:01hrs - 05:42hrs  on 18th ï 19th Mar. 
 
Diurnal migration was weak due to the lack of N winds during migration period. Max 52 at Lytchett Bay 
View on 17th Oct, though 170 calls were recorded at the Listening Station overnight on 9th - 10th Oct. Up to 
60 were around Lytchett Fields in Dec. 7 ringed. 
 
Blackbird: (45 ï 32) n 
Common Resident. No significant records submitted. 6 ringed. 
 
Fieldfare: (559 ï 32) m 
Uncommon winter visitor. Seen on two dates early in the year, 1 on 21st Jan & 9 on 22nd Feb. One was 
sound recorded on 18th Mar. The first of autumn was 3n on 17th Oct. After which recorded on at least 9 
dates, Max 19 on 15th Dec. 
 
Ring Ouzel: (3 ï 14) 
Scarce migrant. A male was on Turlin Moor mound on 16th Apr before flying north. 
 
Spotted Flycatcher: (8 ï 6 ï 32) n 
Passage migrant, previously bred. In spring 2 at Lytchett Fields on 30th Apr. 22 bird-days in autumn, a 
decent number, between 20th Aug & 26th Sep. Max 4 on 2 dates. Records from all parts of the recording 
area. 
 
Robin:  n 
Common resident. 11 ringed. 
 
Bluethroat: 2 records. 1971 & 2015. 
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Nightingale: 3 records. 1970, 1991 & 2012. 
 
Pied Flycatcher: (1 - 13) 
Scarce migrant. 1 at Turlin Moor on 11th Aug was the first since 2018 when a nocturnal migrant was sound 
recorded. The last field record was in 2015. 
 
Black Redstart: Rare visitor. Recorded in 8 years since 1992. Last record 2022. 
 
Common Redstart: (2 ï 26) n 
Scarce migrant. 2 singles in spring ï 21st Apr & 17th May. 2 in autumn, one on 21st Aug & 2 on 3rd Sep. 1 
ringed. 
 
Whinchat: (11 ï 30) n 
Scarce passage migrant. None in spring. 22 bird-days in autumn between 16th Aug ï 29th Sep. Max 3 on 
26th Sep. 
 
Stonechat: (23 ï 31) k 

Returning breeding resident (7 pairs in 2002). We never understood why this species disappeared as a 
breeding species in 2006 and now we donôt understand why they are coming back. After a gap of 12 years, 
they bred again in 2018 and each year since. Probably only 1 pr but these had 2 broods. 
 
Present in every month of the year and recorded at a wide range of sites around the bay. Max 10 in autumn 
at Lytchett Fields.  2 ringed. 
 
Northern Wheatear: (39 ï 32) n 
Uncommon passage migrant. Almost every record of this species occurs in the north-west of the recording 
area. The preferred short grass habitat has declined in recent years. 
 

 © Ian Ballam 
 
23 bird-days in spring from 17th Mar ï 28th Apr. Max 10 on 17th Apr. 
8 bird-days between 2nd Aug ï 25th Sep. All singles. 
 
Tree Sparrow: 2 records. 1981 & 1995 
 
House Sparrow: (101++ ï 32) n 
Resident. Usually recorded around the urban fringe, seems to be doing well in many areas around the Bay. 
A good season at Turlin Moor produced a post breeding flock in excess of 100 at the LNR on 11th Aug. 3 
ringed. 
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Dunnock:  n 
Common resident. 7 ringed. 
 
Yellow Wagtail: (150 ï 32) n 
Uncommon passage migrant. 11 bird-days in spring between 20th Apr ï 10th May. Max 4 on two dates. 
Autumn migration was very poor with only 56 bird-days between 15th Aug ï 17th Sep. Max 15 on 25th Aug. 
Almost exclusively at Lytchett Fields. 
 
Blue-headed Wagtail: 4 records. 1983, 2013 (2) & 2014 
 

Grey Wagtail: (15 ï 32) n 
Winter visitor, passage migrant and occasional breeder. 1 pair raised two broods at the Water Works. 
 
Pied Wagtail: (650 ï 32) n 
Recorded throughout the year, common in autumn. A surprising and very poor year. Out of the blue this 
species was very scarce at its usual stronghold of Lytchett Fields. We had become accustomed to large 
flocks on the fields from early autumn but this year it did not happen. Further, occasional monitoring of the 
roost at Lytchett Heath also produced very small numbers. Max 30 in Oct. We are not aware that other 
local sites witnessed this change so we hope that things return to ñnormalò in 2024. 
 
White Wagtail: Scarce migrant. 4 bird-days between 8th Apr ï 1st May. All singles 

 
Meadow Pipit: (460 ï 32) n 
Historic breeder, now common passage migrant and winter visitor. Spring migration peaked with a miserly 
23 on 30th Mar. Max in autumn 100 on 22nd Sep. 103 ringed. 
 
Tree Pipit: (18 ï 28) n 
Scarce passage migrant, rare in spring. 18 bird-days between 15th Aug ï 3rd Sep, Max 9 on 21st Aug. 4 
ringed. 
  
Water Pipit: (20 ï 26) n 
Uncommon winter visitor. Records have returned to the previous levels since the creation of Lytchett 
Fields. A reasonable year with records on at least 56 dates (likely that birds were present throughout the 
winter). Present until 26th Mar, Max 4 on several dates. The first returning bird on 26th Oct. After which birds 
were encountered regularly until the year end. Max 3 on several dates. 
 
Six individuals ringed and colour marked as part of a national project. A total of 21 birds have now been 
colour-marked at Lytchett Bay since Nov 2020! 
 
1K (yellow ring) - A 1cy ringed at Lytchett Bay on 7th Nov 2020 which had returned in autumn 2021 & 2022 
remained until 11th Mar & returned for a fourth consecutive season on 10th Dec. 
 
Scandinavian Rock Pipit: (50 ï 32) n 
Common winter visitor. All Rock Pipits at Lytchett Bay are considered to be from Scandinavia of the race 
littoralis. Recorded until 7th Mar and from 5th Sep, earliest return date (previously 16th Sep 2022). However 
this disguises what was a very poor year for this species. The autumn was very wet everywhere and it can 
only be concluded that birds were thinly spread across a wide area rather than being concentrated in the 
historically favoured locations. Max 5 on 7th Nov. 2 ringed and colour marked. 
 
BT (white ring) ï An Ad ringed at Lytchett Bay on 20th Nov 2021 was seen on 3 dates up to 6th Mar. 
Another nice example of winter site fidelity. 
 
Chaffinch: (450 ï 32) n 
Breeding resident and winter visitor. Max 50 on 13th Feb around the arable field. 3 ringed. 
 
Brambling: (10 ï 28) 
Scarce winter visitor. Singles on 9th Jan and 9th ï 11th Dec at the feeding station. 
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 © Aspen Stobart 
 

Hawfinch: (2 ï 6) 
Rare visitor. One was sound recorded at 01:30 on 27th Apr over the Listening Station continuing our 
remarkable run following the first during the influx of autumn 2017. Three calls can be heard on the 
following recording (best with headphones). 
 

Hawfinch 2023 - 04 - 27 by Two Owls (soundcloud.com) 

 
Bullfinch: (20 ï 32) m 
Uncommon, in decline after an increase earlier in the century. Very few records this year (records only 
received for 10 dates, though this seems an understatement?) and never more than 2 recorded together. 
Turlin Moor and Lytchett Fields just about hanging on to birds. 
 
Greenfinch: (60 ï 32) n 
Uncommon breeding resident, which has declined due to on-going Trichomoniasis disease in the 
population. This arrived in late summer 2006 and has had a severe impact on English Greenfinch 
populations. Bred widely in small numbers and the small signs of a recovery first noted in 2020 continued. 
Seen widely around the Bay. Max 30 in Jan at Lytchett Fields and 8 on several dates at Turlin Moor. 
 
Twite: 1 record. 1983. 
 
Linnet: (475 ï 32) n 
Uncommon breeding resident. Probably bred at Lytchett Heath. The arable field proved increasingly 
attractive in both winter periods. Record numbers were present in the first winter period peaking at 475 on 
26th Feb (previously 250 on 1st Jan 2002). 103 on 16th Oct was the peak count in the second half of the 
year. 
 
Lesser Redpoll: (40 ï 26) n 
Scarce passage migrant. Only recorded in Oct when numbers were excellent. 76 bird-days between 6th -
31st. Max 20 on 22nd. 34 ringed. 
 
Crossbill: (21 ï 17) 
Scarce passage migrant. 3 on 11th Jul, 2 on 29th Sep, 3 on 3rd Nov and 8 on 29th Nov. All overhead 
migrants. 
 
 
 

https://soundcloud.com/two-owls/hawfinch-2023-04-27
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Goldfinch: (120 ï 32) n  

Common breeding resident and passage migrant. Notable counts included 53 at Lytchett Bay View on 16th 
Oct and 61 at Lytchett Fields on 16th Dec. 5 ringed. 
 
Siskin: (280 ï 29) n 
Uncommon resident. Recorded throughout the year in very small numbers. 90 over Rock Lea View on 13th 
Sep was an excellent migration record. 
 
Lapland Bunting: 2 records. 2006 & 2015. 
 
Snow Bunting: 1 record. 1993. 
 
Yellowhammer: (13 ï 21) 
Extinct breeding species. Scarce passage visitor. 1 over Rock Lea View on 8th Dec was the only record. 
 
Ortolan Bunting: 2 records. 2018 & 2021. 
 
Reed Bunting: (110 ï 32) n 
Breeding resident, c23 prs found in 2019 survey. Regularly seen at Lytchett Fields and Sandy Close Pond 
feeding stations. 45 ringed. 
 
Category E species: 
 
White-cheeked Pintail, South American & Caribbean species: With Wigeon off Rock Lea View on 13th Dec. 
 
Red-breasted Goose: 1 record 2020. 

 
Great Bustard: 1 record 2014. Wiltshire reintroduction project. 

 
Records received from: I.Ballam (IB), N Beswick, L Bissell (LB), M Brookes, M Buglar, S Colenut (SC), 
A.Collyer, A.Copland, P.Corbin, T.Elborn, D.Foster, T.Furnell, R.Gifford, R.Goad, A.N. Gould, S.Haggett  
P.V.Harvey  M&L Highfield, C Hilder, F.Hockey, J.Hull, N.Hull, S.Isherwood-Harris, P.Kirby, I.M.Lewis, 
B.Maxted, P.Morton, D Nash, G.Owen, J.S.Parker (JSP), R.Pitts, S.Robson (SR), P Saunders, 
R.Stephenson (RS), A Stobart, L Stobart, W. Stobart, P.Sutton, P.Swann, A.Taylor, S Utting, C.Walker, 
S.Walls, J. Westacott, J Whitall (JW), D.White (DW), C Wilcox, M.Wood, L.Woodford, M.Wright. With 
additional information from Bird Track, e-Bird, Birds of Poole Harbour, Rare Bird Alert and the Dorset Bird 
Club. Apologies for any omissions. 

 

 
Kestrel against the rising moon © Daniel Nash 
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Appendix 1 ï Finders accounts  
 

Forsterôs Tern - 23rd April ï Stephen F Smith 
 
I was standing with Julia Whittall on the new Rock Lea viewing platform scanning Lytchett Bay at high tide 
at about 12:15 on 23rd April 2023, when we picked up a tern heading northwards across the Bay from Otter 
Island towards the small bays and spits on the Lytchett Heath shore. We both immediately said óCommon 
Ternô, but as the bird came closer [to within about 100 metres], I began to have serious doubts about the 
head pattern. As the bird passed at its closest, it was clear that it did not have a black cap but the black 
oval eye-patches characteristic of Forsterôs Tern. Alarm-bells immediately started ringing in my mind, but as 
this was the first tern of any species that I had seen for several weeks, I was conscious that I had not really 
ógot my eye inô, and I exercised caution before voicing my opinion that this was a Forsterôs.  
 
For the next five minutes or so, the tern patrolled in and out of the bays on the Lytchett Heath shore, diving 
for food now and again. The diving action was the low-level óflopô into the water with raised wings, similar to 
that of Common Tern, and I was glad to eliminate the óvertical diveô of Sandwich Tern, always being 
conscious of possible confusion with winter-plumage Sandwich.    
 
The bird then turned south again and headed back across the Bay the way it had come. This gave me the 
opportunity to check the head pattern again [this time from the other side of course], and to verify that the 
eye-patches did not join at the nape. I also checked the primary pattern as far as I could, but could not see 
any dark areas on the under-primaries. The upper primaries and mantle seemed paler than I would have 
expected on Common Tern.  
 
The bird continued southwards and I was torn between following it and getting the news out. At this point I 
told my co-observer, Julia, that I thought this was a Forsterôs Tern, but as she was not familiar with the 
species, she could offer no comment. I then texted Shaun Robson and in the process lost track of the by 
now distant bird. When I had finished texting, I picked up the bird again, flying back and forth over the 
reedbeds on Otter Island with some Black-headed Gulls. It was still diving at intervals into some pools 
which were hidden by the reeds, and by then the only pointers that I could pick up were the forked tail and 
the size, which was noticeably smaller than the Black-headed Gulls. I continued watching it for perhaps 
another ten minutes, but as it did not get any closer I moved to the Frenchôs and Sherford Viewpoints bur 
did not see the bird again. 
 

 
Our eye-patched visitor, head on © Peter Corbin 
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[Postscript ï after considerable effort on the 23rd there was no sighting of the bird until it turned up on the 
Brownsea Island webcam just before dusk. At this point it seemed that there was little prospect of the bird 
returning to Lytchett Bay. The following morning it was re-found sitting on a marker buoy off Ham Common, 
however no sooner than it had been found then it flew towards Lytchett Bay. With running commentary 
from Paul Morton, who was watching the bird from a boat, it flew over the Black Bridge and back into the 
Bay where Ian Ballam was waiting for it at Rock Lea View. Shaun Robson and Nick Hopper were both soon 
enjoying it from Rockley Park as it fed in the Turlin Channel. The bird remained until 26th April and became 
the subject of the biggest twitch ever at the Bay. It reappeared briefly on 3rd May before going on a tour of 
the south coast. After an absence of more than 2 months it was re-found at Lytchett Fields on 15th July by 
SR and Ian Alexander. After which it relocated to Arne where it spent the rest of the summer and autumn. 
The 2nd Dorset record] 
 

 
Glistening upperparts. © Peter Corbin 

 
Red-rumped Swallow, 25th April 2023 ï Joe Parker 
 
A group of 11 birders were gathered at South Haven Viewpoint, Lytchett Bay on the morning of 25th April. 
Skies were clear, winds a light north easterly and the crowd were in good spirits as they enjoyed the 
Forsterôs Tern actively feeding around the Bay. Four Yellow Wagtail had just pushed north and a couple of 
vocal Whimbrel were moving around locally. 
 
Small flocks of Barn Swallow had been moving through and at 10:15 came a relaxed ñswallowò call from 
within the group. In unison, binoculars were casually lifted towards the hirundine at 10 metres and hurtling 
closer still, immediately revealing the long body, pale rump, rusty collar and squared-off, uniformly dark 
undertail coverts.  
 
Although only visible for no more than 10 seconds, views were excellent and perfectly lit before being lost 
to the treeline to the east. A phone call was promptly made to Shaun Robson who moved into position at 
Lytchett Bay View. All hirundines were scrutinised for the next hour from South Haven, and while Barn 
Swallow, Sand and House Martin were all encountered, the bird could not be re-located. 
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ñA picture says a thousand wordsò or in 
this case, two do. Quick on the trigger 
© Richard Stephenson. 

 
Great Grey Shrike, 3rd November 2023 ï Shaun Robson 
 
I had long dreamt of finding Great Grey Shrike at Lytchett but had always assumed it would involve scoping 
from Lytchett Fields across the Sherford River to Holton Lee where it would be sitting in a distant pineé.. 
 
I was continuing with my colour ringing project for Water and Rock Pipits and had just erected the nets. I 
returned to my base and poured a cup of tea when I looked toward the nets to see a large pale passerine 
land in the top of the hedge. Lifted binsé.OMG a GREAT GREY SHRIKE! 
 
A quick pic and I rang patcher Ian B. He was on a boat IN Poole Harbour! At that moment it dropped from 
the hedge into my pipit nets. I yelled into the phone ñItôs in the net!!ò and started sprinting, a distance which 
was far too far for a person of my age, a little bit of blood (mine not the shrikes) and it was safely extracted. 
 
A 1cy ringed and released in front of people who were close by and able to arrive quickly, it showed briefly 
in an oak on the edge of the arable field before flying up the hedge and out of sight. 
 
One of my best ever mornings in 32 years at Lytchett. 
 

 
The white tips to the greater coverts age the bird as a 1cy. © Phil Saunders 
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Appendix 2 ï The growth of the Lytchett Bay list 1992 to 2023 ï What will be next? 

Shaun Robson 

As of the 31st Dec 2023, the Lytchett Bay list stands at 237 species. 65 species have been added since the 

7th April 1992 when the list was 172. 

173 Purple Heron 8th April 1992 (GJA et al) 

174. Dartford Warbler 28th June 1992 (unknown) 

175. Pectoral Sandpiper 11th September 1992 (ESB et al) 

176. Honey Buzzard 15th September 1992 (ESB) 

177. Garganey 28th September 1992 (ESB et al) 

178. Yellow-legged Gull 12th May 1993 (ESB) 

179. Golden Oriole 20th May 1993 (ESB, NHa) 

180. Osprey 13th August 1993 (SR, SFS) 

181. Ring-necked Parakeet 30th August 1993 (per DBR93) 

182. Red Kite 1st November 1993 (NS) 

183. Snow Bunting 23rd December 1993 (per DBR93) 

 
At the end of 1993 I predicted what the next 10 additions might beé. 
 

I. Brent Goose 

II. Shag 

III. Turnstone 

IV. Firecrest 

V. Nightingale (It was subsequently discovered that it had already occurred in 1970) 

VI. Iceland Gull 

VII. Black Redstart 

VIII. Woodlark 

IX. Black-necked Grebe 

X. Glaucous Gull 

 
The 8 species in green had been recorded by the time I made my next prediction at the end of 2003. 

 
184. Goshawk 4th April 1994 (ESB, RH) 

185. Ring-billed Gull 6th April 1994 (SR et al) 

186. Hoopoe 6th May 1994 (ESB) Two previous records now discovered from 1980ôs. 

187. Spoonbill 3rd July 1994 (IML) 

188. Brent Goose 6th November 1994 (SR et al) 

189. Black-necked Grebe November 1994 (per WEBS, date unknown) 

190. Raven 12th April 1995 (TE, AM) 

191. Montaguôs Harrier 26th April 1995 (AM, SR, NS) 

192. Turnstone 4th May 1995 (SR) 

193. Waxwing 3rd February 1996 (GJA, ESB, IP, SR) 

194. Firecrest 23rd September 1996 (SR) 

195. Corncrake 25th September 1996 (SR) 

196. Black Redstart 9th November 1996 (SR) 

197. Iceland Gull 15th March 1997 (SR) 

198. Woodlark 9th April 1997 (GJA) 

199. Penduline Tit 20th January 1998 (ND, CW et al) 

200. Wood Warbler 18th August 1998 (SR) 

201. Green-winged Teal 14th Apr 2000 (SR et al) 
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202. Ruddy Duck 1st January 2001 (SR, MS) 

203. American Herring Gull 18th March 2002 (DT) 

204. Mandarin Duck 26th October 2003 (SR, MS) 

205. Yellow-browed Warbler 5th December 2003 (SR et al) 

 
The following 10 predictions were made by me at the end of 2003 

 
I. Shag 

II. Glaucous Gull 

III. Wryneck 

IV. Red-necked Grebe 

V. Great White Egret 

VI. Woodchat Shrike 

VII. Red-legged Partridge 

VIII. Serin 

IX. Pallasôs Warbler 

X. Red-rumped Swallow 

 
Despite 9 additions between then and 2011 when I made my next set of predictions, only the 2 species in 
green had been recorded! 

 
206. Red-legged Partridge 23rd March 2005 (BC, SR et al) 

207. Rough-legged Buzzard 16th October 2005 (TE, RG, SR) 

208. Lapland Bunting 14th October 2006 (IML) 

209. Cattle Egret 3rd November 2007 (MG, SR et al) 

210. Rosy Starling 10th September 2008 (SR) 

211. Whooper Swan 27th October 2010 (SR et al) 

212. Woodchat Shrike 10th April 2011 (DB et al) 

213. Black Stork 1st May 2011 (SR) 

214. Egyptian Goose 5th May 2011 (SR) 

 
In mid-2011 I made a new set of predictions for the next 10 speciesé..(I had given up on Shag). This was 
made just as Lytchett Fields was changing and once again water would inundate the site. At the time I had 
no idea of how profound this change would be or what it would mean for the future of birding at Lytchett 
Bay! 

I. Great White Egret 

II. Wryneck 

III. Glaucous Gull 

IV. Pallasôs Warbler 

V. Red-rumped Swallow 

VI. Temminckôs Stint 

VII. Black Kite 

VIII. Quail 

IX. White Stork 

X. Hawfinch 

 

3 of the above species occurred before the next prediction in 2016 and another 3 have occurred since 
despite not being in the 2016 list of predictions (in italics).  

215. Arctic Skua 25th October 2011 (SR) 

216. Bluethroat 1971 ï added at end of 2011 following discovery of old record in DBR71. 

217. Great White Egret 15th April 2012 (PM) 
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218. Black-winged Stilt 21st May 2014 (IB et al) 

219. Temminckôs Stint 17th May 2014 (PM et al) 

220. Wryneck 16th Apr 2015 (DJ et al) 

221. Sanderling 12th May 2015 (IB, SR) 

222. Melodious Warbler 14th Aug 2015 (IB, IML) 

 

The next set of predictions occurred in February 2016 instigated by Ian Ballam who collected suggestions 
from 9 observers including myself. This list was completely unfiltered and is reproduced in full. It included 
some extremely optimistic suggestions.  

I. Stilt Sandpiper 

II. Red-footed Falcon 

III. Marsh Warbler 

IV. Collared Pratincole 

V. White-rumped Sandpiper 

VI. Citrine Wagtail 

VII. Little Bunting 

VIII. Greater Yellowlegs 

IX. Solitary Sandpiper 

X. Alpine Swift 

XI. Ortolan 

XII. Greenish Warbler 

XIII. Whiskered Tern 

XIV. White-winged Black Tern 

XV. Least Sandpiper 

XVI. Savisô warbler 

XVII. Dusky Warbler 

XVIII. Long-billed Dowitcher 

XIX. White-tailed Lapwing 

XX. American Wigeon 

XXI. Red-throated Pipit 

XXII. White-tailed Eagle 

XXIII. Pallasôs Warbler 

XXIV. Killdeer 

XXV. Red-breasted Flycatcher 

 

Not surprisingly only 4 have put in an appearance and I donôt know anyone who would have put serious 
money on Stilt Sandpiper which has! 15 species have been added in the 8 years since the last prediction. 

223. Lesser Yellowlegs 18th September 2016 (IB et al) 

224. Buff-breasted Sandpiper 15th June 2017 (IB, LW) 

225. Stilt Sandpiper 21st September 2017 (IB, SR et al) 

226. Hawfinch 26th October 2017 (JH, Nhu) 

227. Ortolan 27th August 2018 (noc mig, per PM) 

228. Stone Curlew 18th June 2019 (SR) 

229. Long-billed Dowitcher 29th September 2020 (IB et al) 

230. White-tailed Eagle 16th March 2021 (LW) 

231. White Stork 14th July 2021 (JH) 

232. Common Guillemot 23rd December 2021 (PVH et al) 

233. Tundra Bean Goose 29th January 2022 (IB et al) 

234. Bonaparteôs Gull 9th February 2022 (PVH, SR et al) 

235. Forsterôs Tern 23rd April 2023 (SFS, JW et al) 
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236. Red-rumped Swallow 25th April 2023 (LB, JSP, RS et al) 

237. Great Grey Shrike 3rd November 2023 (SR et al) 

 

With the occurrence of Forsterôs Tern outstripping even Stilt Sandpiper in its unexpectedness and the list 
growing more rapidly than we ever dared to consider I thought it time to predict the next ten. Given that 7 of 
my previous predictions have still yet to put in an appearance (Shag, Glaucous Gull, Red-necked Grebe, 
Serin, Pallasôs Warbler, Black Kite and Quail) I thought Iôd again widen the input and have asked 6 other 
keen Lytchett listers to suggest their next 5 additions. 

Remarkably and optimistically 22 species have been suggested. These have been ranked by votesé.. 

I. Caspian Gull (3 votes) 

II. Bee-eater (3 votes) 

III. White-rumped Sandpiper (3 votes) 

IV. Red-necked Phalarope (2 votes) 

V. Eider (2 votes) 

 

The following species all received 1 vote. 

VI. Kentish Plover 

VII. Shag 

VIII. Blue-winged Teal 

IX. Pallasôs Warbler 

X. White-winged Black Tern 

XI. Marsh Sandpiper 

XII. Collared Pratincole 

XIII. Marsh Warbler 

XIV. Pallid Harrier 

XV. Saviôs Warbler 

XVI. American Wigeon 

XVII. Long-tailed Duck 

XVIII. Red-necked Grebe 

XIX. Citrine Wagtail 

XX. Great Reed Warbler 

XXI. Dusky Warbler 

XXII. Black Kite 

 

Here is to dreaming about the next additions to our growing listéé 

The Bird finders; GJ Armstrong, I Ballam, D Banfield, L Bissle, E S Brodie, B Chard, N Douglas, T Elborn, R 
Gifford, M Gould, N Haggar, PV Harvey, R Howell, J Hull, N Hull, D Jones, IM Lewis, A Morris, P Morton, 
JS Parker, I Prophet, S Robson, M Smith, SF Smith, R Stephenson, N Symes, D Thewlis, J Whittall, C 
Whitbourne, L Woodford. 
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Appendix 3 ï Bird ringing at Lytchett Bay 2023 
 

Species Name New Retrap /control Total 

    

Common Sandpiper 1 0 1 

Sparrowhawk 1 0 1 

Kingfisher 4 2 6 

Great Spotted Woodpecker 1 0 1 

Great Grey Shrike 1 0 1 

Coal Tit 1 0 1 

Blue Tit 45 15 60 

Great Tit 13 1 14 

Bearded Tit 17 3 20 

Cetti's Warbler 7 1 8 

Long-tailed Tit 8 6 14 

Willow Warbler 32 0 32 

Chiffchaff 91 0 91 

Sedge Warbler 153 1 154 

Reed Warbler 108 10 118 

Grasshopper Warbler 35 0 35 

Blackcap 55 1 56 

Garden Warbler 2 0 2 

Lesser Whitethroat 1 0 1 

Whitethroat 11 1 12 

Dartford Warbler 1 1 2 

Firecrest 4 0 4 

Goldcrest 18 4 23 

Wren 6 2 8 

Starling 3 0 3 

Song Thrush 3 0 3 

Redwing 7 0 7 

Blackbird 6 0 6 

Robin 11 1 12 

Redstart 1 0 1 

Stonechat 2 1 3 

House Sparrow 3 0 3 

Dunnock 7 2 8 

Meadow Pipit 103 1 104 

Tree Pipit 4 0 4 

Water Pipit 6 0 6 

Rock Pipit 2 0 2 

Chaffinch 3 0 3 

Lesser Redpoll 34 0 34 

Goldfinch 5 0 5 

Reed Bunting 45 5 50 

    

Total 863 58 921 
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Appendix 4 ï The Thompsonôs Clay Canal 
 

ñShortly before 1831, a canal was built to transport clay from clay pits in Upton to Lytchett Bay in Poole 
Harbour. Interest in the canal, which is the first and only canal in Dorset, began when local historian Bryan 
Gambier discovered two newspaper reports from 1831 and 1834, giving information on the canalôs purpose 
and opening ceremonyò. This is the opening paragraph of a fascinating paper published in the Proceedings 
of the Dorset Natural History and Archaeological Society, Volume 136, 2015. 
 
Further investigation by Alan Hawkins found the canal marked on an 1880 Ordinance Survey map, though he 
concluded that by this time it was probably out of use. Field work by AH and Keith Jarvis discovered that 
approximately 300m of the canal is still visible after which it had been destroyed by housing development.  
 
The extract for the Dorset and Somerset Herald for 3rd August 1831 gives us a flavour of the enterprise: 
 
ñA vein of very excellent pipe clay having been lately discovered on the estate of Wm Thompson Esq. (é) that 
gentleman has prepared pits for working and cutting a canal from the spot to Lytchett Bay which opened 
yesterday with more than ordinary ceremony and festivities. A great number of Mr. Thompsons friends having 
been invited, (é) and after partaking of refreshments in the garden, a band playing at intervals, they embarked 
in eight boats for the canal under salute of fire from the Duke of Gloucester yacht (é) To prove the depth of 
water in Lytchett Bay, the Anna, one of the largest class coastal vessels, lay at anchor at the mouth of the canal, 
which had been excavated 10 yards wide and 700 yards longò 
 
In 1834 it was reported that a boat was loaded with thirty tons of clay and towed down the canal ñby the peopleò. 
 
The authors conclude that the enterprise was short lived and probably overtaken by the railway age which soon 
followed. 
 

 
Today the outline of vertical sided cutting can still be made out even though they are now heavily vegetated. The bottom of the 
canal is soft mud filled with saltmarsh plants. © Shaun Robson 

 

To read the full story go to ñThe Thompson's clay canal - A clay working enterprise near Lytchett Bay, 
Poole in the 1830'sò B Gambier, A Hawkins, K Jarvis. Proceedings of the Dorset Natural History and 

Archaeological Society, Volume 136, 2015. We are very grateful to Dorset Natural History and 
Archaeological Society for permission to reproduce extracts from the original paper and to Ray Griffin for 
bringing it to our attention and solving a long standing puzzle. 
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Appendix 4 ï Plant survey of wet fields at Lytchett Bay RSPB Reserve, 2023.  
Stephen F Smith 

 
Tetrad reference: SY 99R  
Centre of site: SY 970 926  
 
Surveyor: Stephen F. Smith thesmiths@southroad.plus.com   
 
I am very grateful to Trevor Warrick for sharing his knowledge of wetland plants.  
 
GENERAL DESCRIPTION OF SITE   
 
The area surveyed consists of four adjacent low - lying fields on the SE side of Slough Lane, which were 
accessed via the metal farm gate in Slough Lane, opposite Old Qoins cottage.  
 
Field A:  The largest of the four fields, it includes a large U - �V�K�D�S�H�G�� �R�S�H�Q�� �S�R�Q�G���� �U�H�I�H�U�U�H�G�� �W�R�� �K�H�U�H�� �D�V�� �µ�W�K�H��

�G�U�D�J�R�Q�I�O�\�� �S�R�R�O�¶�� �D�Q�G�� �I�H�G�� �E�\�� �W�K�H�� �µ�V�K�D�O�O�R�Z�� �F�K�D�Q�Q�H�O�¶�� �Z�K�L�F�K�� �G�U�D�L�Q�V�� �Z�D�W�H�U�� �R�I�I�� �6�O�R�X�J�K�� �/�D�Q�H���� �7�K�H��
channel quickly dried out after even short periods of dry weather, and by the end of June even 
the dragonfly pool was reduced to the state shown here:   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Field B:  includes extensive areas of mire, covered in parts by up to 5 cm of water.  

Bordered by sallow carr on SE border.   
 

Field C:  drier than field B; notable for a stand of 26 Southern Marsh Orchids near the centre.  
 
Field D:  the driest of the four fields, bordered to the south -east by woodland / scrub, which is thickly 

overgrown with Rhododendron.   
 
FIELD A  
 
Meadow Buttercup    Ranunculus acris  
Several scattered plants noted.  
 
Creeping Buttercup   Ranunculus repens  
Scattered plants.  
 
Hairy Buttercup   Ranunculus sardous   
A few plants in the shallow channel in May.   
 
Lesser Spearwort   Ranunculus flammula   
Present.  
 
Greater Spearwort   Ranunculus lingua  
Fairly numerous in the shallow channel. The species is now rare in the truly wild state in Dorset, and plants 
are likely to be escapes from garden ponds [Bowen 2000].   


