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1. IntroducƟon 
Thorncombe Wood Local Nature Reserve (LNR) 
1.1 Thorncombe Wood is a 26-hectare Local Nature Reserve (LNR) located about three miles 

north-east of Dorchester, owned and managed by Dorset Council. Just to the north of the 
LNR is Hardy’s CoƩage, where the novelist and poet Thomas Hardy was born and grew up. 
Both properƟes are served by: Hardy’s Birthplace Visitor Centre; Under the Greenwood Tree 
Café; and a car park. 

1.2 The LNR is predominantly woodland, with some heathland habitats towards the eastern 
edge at Black Heath. In recogniƟon of its importance for nature at the County level, the site 
has been designated as a Site of Nature ConservaƟon Interest (SNCI) by the Dorset Wildlife 
Trust (DWT). The LNR is bordered by agricultural land to the west and south and by 
Puddletown Forest to the east and south-east. The locaƟon of the LNR is shown in Figure 1.1. 

Figure 1.1: Thorncombe Wood Local Nature Reserve 

1.3 The woodland element of the LNR is listed on the Ancient Woodland Inventory and the 
woodland habitats reflect the varied underlying geology and past management.  

1.4  The western part of Thorncombe Wood lies on the Upper Chalk, but the eastern part and 
Black Heath lie on the more acidic Reading Beds, which overlie the Chalk. In parts of the 
wood, and in Puddletown Forest, the erosion of the underlying Chalk by water has formed 
many ‘swallet holes’ (similar to sinkholes) giving the area a very varied topography.   

1.5 Thorncombe Wood comprises mostly deciduous trees including Oak, Ash, Beech and Sweet  
Chestnut with Birch and Sycamore in places. The understory comprises mostly Holly, 
especially in areas where Beech dominates, and Hazel, which has been acƟvely coppiced in 
the southern arm of the wood since the 1980s.  
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1.6 The Roman Road that runs roughly east-west through the wood follows the course of a valley  
where conifers and exoƟc hardwoods were planted long ago. It is thought the original 
intenƟon was to form an arboretum. As well as Scot’s Pine, Douglas Fir and Larch, this area 
also contains some impressive Western Red Cedars, Coast Redwoods and Monterey Pines. 
The Roman Road once linked Dorchester and Badbury Rings and is protected as an Ancient 
Monument.    

1.7 Black Heath is an area of Heather, Gorse and Silver Birch on the eastern edge of the LNR and 
on the westernmost fringe of the heaths of the Poole Basin. The soils of the Reading Beds in 
this area are not as inferƟle as the soils on the heathlands further east, making the control of 
invasive species such as Bracken, Birch and Rhododendron challenging. The grazing of this 
area by the resident herd of Dartmoor ponies is key to maintaining and restoring the 
heathland and to keeping the invasive species in check. Rushy Pond, on the eastern edge of 
Black Heath, provides a watering hole for the ponies and is home to amphibians, dragonflies 
and Grass Snakes. 

 Rushy Pond: June 2022 (leŌ) and January 2023 (right)  

1.8 The LNR adjoins Puddletown Forest, which is managed by Forestry England and can be 
explored on a network of public rights of way. The forest mostly supports conifer plantaƟons, 
but in recent years trees have been cleared from some areas to restore heathland habitats, 
parƟcularly at Duddle Heath, just to the east and south-east of the LNR.  

Bird Surveys: January 2022 to December 2023 
1.9 A transect survey for birds has been carried out on the LNR for many years. Since January 

2022, it has been undertaken on a monthly basis by Trevor Warrick. The results from this 
survey have been the main source of informaƟon for this report.  

1.10 The survey records all species seen or heard along the transect including birds within the 
site, birds flying over the site and birds in adjacent habitats. The distance of any birds from 
the transect is also recorded in the categories: 0 – 25 metres; 25 – 100 metres; and 100 
metres plus.   

1.11 The transect is divided into seven secƟons, as shown in Figure 1.2 and covers all the main 
habitats in the LNR, including the more open ground at Black Heath. The surveys do not 
record birds from Puddletown Forest, unless they are seen from within the LNR. 
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Figure 1.2: Bird Survey Transect Route (shown in blue) 

Other Bird Surveys and Records 
1.12 This report includes records from other surveys and sources of informaƟon, including: 

 Previous (pre-2022) bird transect surveys for Thorncombe Wood LNR; 
 Casual records for the LNR from Claire PlaƩen and other members of the Ranger Team, 

both during 2022/23 and in previous years; 
 Evening surveys for Nightjar on the LNR and in the south-western part of Puddletown 

Forest led by Claire PlaƩen from 2021 to 2023; 
 Records from Dorset Bird Reports between 2008 and 2021; 
 Reports on the Dorset Bird Club sighƟngs page; 
 Reports on social media, including Facebook (Dorchester Bird Group), Flickr and TwiƩer; 
 Records from the ‘Hardy’s CoƩage’ and ‘Puddletown Forest’ ‘e-bird hotspots’: and 
 The list of birds seen in the parish, set out in Appendix 1 of the SƟnsford Neighbourhood 

Plan 2021 - 2038. 
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2. Birds Recorded at Thorncombe Wood LNR 
2.1 The ‘all Ɵme’ list of birds recorded at Thorncombe Wood LNR stands at 76 species, as set out 

below in Figure 2.1.  

Figure 2.1: Birds Recorded at Thorncombe Wood 

 
Species 

During 2022 to 
2023 surveys 

Most recent record 

1 Mallard YES 2023 
2 Pheasant YES 2023 
3 Red-legged Partridge YES 2022 
4 Nightjar YES 2023 
5 Swift NO 2023 
6 Cuckoo NO 2019 
7 Stock Dove YES 2023 
8 Woodpigeon YES 2023 
9 Collared Dove YES 2022 

10 Woodcock NO 2023 
11 Black-headed Gull YES 2023 
12 Mediterranean Gull YES 2022 
13 Common Gull YES 2022 
14 Great Black-backed Gull YES 2023 
15 Herring Gull YES 2023 
16 Cormorant NO 2019 
17 Grey Heron YES 2023 
18 Sparrowhawk YES 2023 
19 Red Kite YES 2023 
20 Buzzard YES 2023 
21 Tawny Owl YES 2022 
22 Kingfisher YES 2023 
23 Lesser Spotted Woodpecker NO 2009 
24 Great Spotted Woodpecker YES 2023 
25 Green Woodpecker YES 2023 
26 Kestrel NO 2022 
27 Hobby YES 2023 
28 Peregrine NO Pre-2021 
29 Jay YES 2023 
30 Magpie YES 2023 
31 Jackdaw YES 2023 
32 Rook YES 2023 
33 Carrion Crow YES 2023 
34 Raven YES 2023 
35 Coal Tit YES 2023 
36 Marsh Tit YES 2023 
37 Blue Tit YES 2023 
38 Great Tit YES 2023 
39 Skylark YES 2023 
40 Swallow YES 2023 
41 House Martin YES 2023 
42 Long-tailed Tit YES 2023 
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Figure 2.1: Birds Recorded at Thorncombe Wood 

 
Species 

During 2022 to 
2023 surveys Most recent record 

43 Willow Warbler YES 2023 
44 Chiffchaff YES 2023 
45 Blackcap YES 2023 
46 Whitethroat NO 2016 
47 Firecrest YES 2023 
48 Goldcrest YES 2023 
49 Wren YES 2023 
50 Nuthatch YES 2023 
51 Treecreeper YES 2023 
52 Starling YES 2023 
53 Song Thrush YES 2023 
54 Mistle Thrush YES 2023 
55 Redwing YES 2023 
56 Blackbird YES 2023 
57 Fieldfare YES 2023 
58 Spotted Flycatcher YES 2023 
59 Robin YES 2023 
60 Pied Flycatcher YES 2023 
61 House Sparrow YES 2023 
62 Dunnock YES 2023 
63 Yellow Wagtail YES 2022 
64 Grey Wagtail NO 2023 
65 Pied Wagtail YES 2023 
66 Meadow Pipit YES 2022 
67 Chaffinch YES 2023 
68 Brambling YES 2023 
69 Hawfinch NO 2018 
70 Bullfinch YES 2023 
71 Greenfinch YES 2023 
72 Linnet YES 2023 
73 Lesser Redpoll YES 2023 
74 Goldfinch YES 2023 
75 Siskin YES 2023 
76 Yellowhammer YES 2023 

 
2.2 A total of 53 species have been recorded at the ‘Hardy’s CoƩage ebird hotspot’ – see Hardys 

CoƩage (NT), Dorset County, ENG, GB - eBird Hotspot. It is likely that most of these records 
will be for the LNR, although some may be for the wider area. Also, 47 species have been 
recorded at the ‘Puddletown Forest ebird hotspot’ – see Puddletown Forest (WT), Dorset 
County, ENG, GB - eBird Hotspot. It is less likely that these records relate to the LNR, but they 
give an indicaƟon of the birds that occur on adjoining land.  

2.3 The records from the ebird hotspots include four species not on the list of birds for the LNR 
in Figure 2.1. These species (for the Hardy’s CoƩage ebird hotspot unless stated) are: 
 LiƩle Owl: 1 on 15 March 1969. Also 2 (in Puddletown Forest) on 20 May 1990; 
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 Lesser Black-backed Gull: 1 on 16 July 2016;  
 Garden Warbler: 1 on 20 May 1990; and 
 Tree Pipit: 1 (in Puddletown Forest) on 07 May 2020.   

2.4 Of the addiƟonal species recorded at the Hardy’s CoƩage and Puddletown Forest ebird 
hotspots: 
 LiƩle Owl has declined massively in Dorset in recent years and is not thought to be 

present in the local area, although there is sƟll a breeding populaƟon on Portland; 
 Lesser Black-backed Gulls will almost certainly pass over the LNR occasionally; and 
 Garden Warbler may also visit the site, most likely as a spring or autumn migrant. 

2.5 The record for Tree Pipit (and earlier records) almost certainly relate to parts of Puddletown 
Forest outside the LNR. 2 singing Tree Pipits were recorded from Duddle Heath on 26 June 
2023. The Dorset Bird Report notes the presence of this species in the 2016 breeding season 
and a single bird recorded on 28 April 2009 was assumed to be a passage migrant. 

2.6 92% of bird species on the ‘all Ɵme’ list (70 of 76) were recorded on surveys (or by other 
observers) between January 2022 to December 2023. Of the 6 species not recorded: 
 Two species probably flew over or visited the site occasionally during this period. These 

are Peregrine, which breed in the surrounding area, and Cormorant, which is more 
typically found along the Frome Valley to the south of the LNR; 

 Cuckoo almost certainly occurred during this period and would have visited during the 
summer months; 

 Whitethroat was only recorded once on the LNR, as a spring migrant in May 2016; 
 Hawfinch was recorded once on the LNR, during the large influx from the conƟnent in the 

winter of 2017/18; and 
 Lesser SpoƩed Woodpecker almost certainly no longer occurs. 

Snow on the path through the coppiced Hazel in SecƟon 6 of the transect in January 2023  
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3. The ConservaƟon and Breeding Status of Birds at Thorncombe Wood LNR 
ConservaƟon Status  
3.1 Since 1996, a coaliƟon of the UK’s leading bird conservaƟon and monitoring organisaƟons 

has regularly reviewed the status of all regularly occurring bird species in Britain. This was 
most recently published in the ‘Birds of ConservaƟon Concern’: fiŌh ediƟon (BoCC5), which 
was produced in 2021. BoCC5 uses a ‘traffic light’ system to place each species on a red, 
amber or green list.   

3.2 The BoCC5 assessment is based on the most up-to-date evidence available. Assessment 
criteria include conservaƟon status at global and European levels. Within the UK, criteria 
include: historical decline; localised distribuƟon; trends in populaƟon and range; 
internaƟonal importance; and rarity. 

3.3  Figure 3.1 sets out the BoCC5 conservaƟon status of each of the species recorded at 
Thorncombe Wood. As populaƟons of Pheasant and Red-legged Partridge are supplemented 
by the release of capƟve-bred birds, their status was not evaluated. 

3.4 Results show that of the 74 species recorded (excluding Pheasant and Red-legged Partridge): 
 19 were in the RED category; 
 22 were in the AMBER category; and 
 33 were in the GREEN category. 

3.5 Some of these species, including Nightjar, Mediterranean Gull, Red Kite, Kingfisher and 
Peregrine are also listed in Annex 1 of the Birds DirecƟve. These species are the subject of 
measures across Europe that require the establishment of Special ProtecƟon Areas (SPAs) to 
ensure their survival and reproducƟon. Mediterranean Gull is one of the species for which 
the Poole Harbour SPA was designated and Nightjar is one of the species for which the 
Dorset Heathlands SPA was designated.    

Figure 3.1: The Status of Birds Recorded at Thorncombe Wood 

 Species BoCC5 Status Highest breeding 
status 

1 Mallard AMBER ON (confirmed) 
2 Pheasant NOT EVALUATED  
3 Red-legged Partridge NOT EVALUATED  
4 Nightjar AMBER D (probable) 
5 Swift RED  
6 Cuckoo RED S (possible)* 
7 Stock Dove AMBER H (possible) 
8 Woodpigeon AMBER H (possible) 
9 Collared Dove GREEN  

10 Woodcock RED  
11 Black-headed Gull AMBER  
12 Mediterranean Gull AMBER  
13 Common Gull AMBER  
14 Great Black-backed Gull AMBER  
15 Herring Gull RED  
16 Cormorant GREEN  
17 Grey Heron GREEN  
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Figure 3.1: The Status of Birds Recorded at Thorncombe Wood 

 
Species BoCC5 Status 

Highest breeding 
status 

18 Sparrowhawk AMBER (confirmed) 
19 Red Kite GREEN  
20 Buzzard GREEN H (possible)* 
21 Tawny Owl AMBER FL (confirmed) 
22 Kingfisher GREEN  
23 Lesser Spotted Woodpecker RED  
24 Great Spotted Woodpecker GREEN ON (confirmed) 
25 Green Woodpecker GREEN S (possible) 
26 Kestrel AMBER  
27 Hobby GREEN H (possible)* 
28 Peregrine GREEN  
29 Jay GREEN FL (confirmed) 
30 Magpie GREEN H (possible) 
31 Jackdaw GREEN H (possible) 
32 Rook AMBER  
33 Carrion Crow GREEN H (possible) 
34 Raven GREEN H (possible) 
35 Coal Tit GREEN FL (confirmed) 
36 Marsh Tit RED (confirmed) 
37 Blue Tit GREEN FL (confirmed) 
38 Great Tit GREEN FL (confirmed) 
39 Skylark RED  
40 Swallow GREEN  
41 House Martin RED  
42 Long-tailed Tit GREEN FL (confirmed) 
43 Willow Warbler AMBER FL (confirmed) 
44 Chiffchaff GREEN FL (confirmed) 
45 Blackcap GREEN S (possible) 
46 Whitethroat AMBER  
47 Firecrest GREEN FL (confirmed) 
48 Goldcrest GREEN FL (confirmed) 
49 Wren AMBER FL (confirmed) 
50 Nuthatch GREEN FL (confirmed) 
51 Treecreeper GREEN FL (confirmed) 
52 Starling RED  
53 Song Thrush AMBER FL (confirmed) 
54 Mistle Thrush RED NY (confirmed) 
55 Redwing AMBER  
56 Blackbird GREEN FL (confirmed) 
57 Fieldfare RED  
58 Spotted Flycatcher RED FL (confirmed) 
59 Robin GREEN FL (confirmed) 
60 Pied Flycatcher AMBER  
61 House Sparrow RED H (possible) 
62 Dunnock AMBER FL (confirmed) 
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Figure 3.1: The Status of Birds Recorded at Thorncombe Wood 

 
Species BoCC5 Status 

Highest breeding 
status 

63 Yellow Wagtail RED  
64 Grey Wagtail AMBER  
65 Pied Wagtail GREEN ON (confirmed)* 
66 Meadow Pipit AMBER  
67 Chaffinch GREEN S (possible) 
68 Brambling GREEN  
69 Hawfinch RED  
70 Bullfinch AMBER FL (confirmed) 
71 Greenfinch RED H (possible) 
72 Linnet RED B (probable) 
73 Lesser Redpoll RED  
74 Goldfinch GREEN FL (confirmed) 
75 Siskin GREEN FL (confirmed)* 
76 Yellowhammer RED  

 

Breeding Status 
3.6 Although the monthly transect survey was not a formal breeding bird survey, any evidence of 

breeding was noted. The behaviour of birds was recorded according to the codes used by the 
BriƟsh Trust for Ornithology (BTO), as set out in Figure 3.2 below.  

Figure 3.2: BTO Breeding Bird Status Codes 

Possible breeding 

H Species observed in breeding season in suitable nesting habitat 
S Singing male present in breeding season in suitable breeding habitat 

Probable breeding 

P Pair observed in suitable nesting habitat in breeding season 

T Permanent territory presumed through registration of territorial behaviour 
(song etc) on at least two occasions at the same place 

D Courtship and display (judged to be in or near potential breeding habitat) 
N Visiting probable nest site 

A 
Agitated behaviour or anxiety calls from adults, suggesting probable 
presence of nest or young nearby 

I Brood patch on adult examined in the hand, suggesting incubation 
B Nest building or excavating nest-hole 

Confirmed breeding 

DD Distraction display or injury feigning 
UN Used nest or eggshells found (occupied or laid within period of survey) 
FL Recently fledged or downy young 

ON 
Adults entering or leaving a nest site indicating an occupied nest or adults 
seen incubating 

FF Adult carrying faecal sac or food for young 
NE Nest containing eggs 
NY Nest with young seen or heard 



10 
 

3.7 The highest breeding codes for each species are set out in Figure 3.1, together with an 
indicaƟon of whether they are considered to be a possible, probable or confirmed breeding 
species. The Dorset Bird Report confirmed breeding Sparrowhawk and Marsh Tit in 2016, but 
did not record a breeding code. 

3.8 Where the breeding behaviour is marked with an asterisk, it is thought that breeding 
occurred (or is more likely to have occurred) outside, but close to the LNR. Cuckoo was 
reported in the breeding season in 2019, 2016, 2009 and 2008, but birds may well have been 
calling from outside the LNR. Although Buzzard and Hobby were recorded over the LNR 
during the nesƟng season in 2023, they are more likely to have bred elsewhere. The Pied 
Wagtail nest was observed just off the LNR in the fields at Pine Lodge Farm in May 2023. 
Whilst juvenile Siskins were seen on the bird feeders outside the Visitor Centre in 2022 and 
2023 (and were reported as confirmed breeders in the 2016 Dorset Bird Report), it is more 
likely that they bred in the coniferous plantaƟons within Puddletown Forest. 

 Juvenile Siskin close to the Visitor Centre in June 2023  

3.9 Figure 3.1 shows that of the 76 species recorded on the LNR, 43 showed at least some signs 
of breeding behaviour. This can be broken down into: 
 27 confirmed breeding species; 
 2 probable breeding species; and 
 14 possible breeding species. 

3.10 More detail on the breeding behaviour of the birds on the LNR is given in SecƟon 4. It should 
be noted that some birds are very secreƟve when nesƟng, so it is enƟrely possible that some 
breeding species (and / or evidence of confirmed breeding) will have been missed during the 
transect surveys.      
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4. The Use of Thorncombe Wood LNR by Birds 
ConservaƟon Status and Use of the LNR 
4.1 This secƟon explains how the various red, amber and green-listed species use Thorncombe 

Wood. The LNR is most important for those species that live there for all or a significant part 
of the year and this may be as a breeding, or a wintering species. Other species will breed 
nearby, but not on the LNR and others will just pass through the site, either as a spring or 
autumn migrant or for other reasons. 

4.2 Each species on the three colour-coded lists has been placed in one of four categories: 
 Species breeding on the site; 
 Species wintering on the site; 
 Species breeding nearby; or 
 Species passing through. 

4.3 This analysis is set out in three tables (Figures 4.1, 4.3 and 4.5), together with a more in-
depth discussion of how the birds use the LNR, based largely on the surveys undertaken in 
2022 and 2023. 

Red List Species 
4.4 5 species on the red list breed on the site, with 1 former breeder, and there are 4 red-listed 

wintering species. A further 8 red-listed species breed nearby, with another 1 recorded as 
passing through. 

Figure 4.1: Birds of Conservation Concern RED LIST species at Thorncombe Wood LNR 

RED LIST species breeding on site RED LIST species breeding nearby 

Lesser Spotted Woodpecker (former breeder) Swift 
Marsh Tit Cuckoo 

Mistle Thrush House Martin 
Spotted Flycatcher Herring Gull 

Greenfinch Skylark 
Linnet Starling 

 House Sparrow 
 Yellowhammer 

RED LIST species wintering on site RED LIST species passing through 

Woodcock Hawfinch Yellow Wagtail 
Fieldfare Lesser Redpoll  

 
Red-listed Species Breeding on Site 
4.5 Historically Thorncombe Wood has been a site that supported breeding Lesser SpoƩed 

Woodpecker, but this species is no longer thought to be present. Lesser SpoƩed 
Woodpecker has suffered one of the steepest declines of all bird species in Europe, 
parƟcularly since 1980, and this trend is echoed in Dorset. 

4.6 Table 4.2 below sets out the records from the Dorset Bird Report at Thorncombe Wood since 
1987. Whilst not all sighƟngs of this species will have been reported to the Bird Club, the fact 
that there have been no records since 2009 strongly suggests that Lesser SpoƩed 
Woodpecker is no longer present on the site. 
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Figure 4.2: Records of Lesser Spotted Woodpecker at Thorncombe Wood from the 
Dorset Bird Report 

Year Record Notes 
1987 Other Present, but no date given 
1988 Other Present, but no date given 
1996 Breeding 2 males heard drumming on 09 March and heard calling on 06 

April, but no nest found 
1997 Breeding Breeding suspected 
1998 Breeding Recorded during the breeding season 
2001 Other 1 on 20 January 
2004 Other 2 on 04 February 
2009 Other 2 on 23 February 

 
4.7 The breeding populaƟon in the UK is at a very low density and in Dorset it is esƟmated that 

there are about 12 pairs across the County. The conƟnuing presence of this species in Dorset 
means that it could re-occur at Thorncombe Wood, but it has not been re-found when 
searched for in recent years. 

4.8 There have been records of Marsh Tit from all months during 2022/23 and these records 
include sighƟng of pairs of birds and singing males. On 10 October 2022 there were 2 birds 
on Black Heath (SecƟon 3 of the transect) and 2 more in the woods. Also on 20 February 
2023, there seemed to be 2 pairs present on the LNR. Singing birds were recorded on 09 
February and 12 June 2023. The Dorset Bird Report records Marsh Tit in all years between 
2021 and 2015 with breeding confirmed in 2016. 

 Marsh Tit at Thorncombe Wood in December 2023 

4.9 The regular records of pairs and singing birds strongly indicates that this species bred on the 
LNR in 2022/23, although this was not confirmed. The records also suggest that there is likely 
to be more than one pair on the site. Marsh Tits have been recorded in secƟons 1, 2, 3, 6 and 
7 of the transect as well as on the feeders by the Visitor Centre and by Hardy’s CoƩage. 
However, the favoured areas seem to be the northern part of the wood in and around the 
Beech woodland and the southern arm of the wood around and west of the coppiced Hazel. 
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4.10 Although on the red list, Mistle Thrush is a common breeding resident in Dorset and was 
regularly recorded on the LNR, usually 1 or 2 birds, in 2022/23. The maximum count was of 5 
birds on 25 April 2022 and on 21 March 2023 when there were 4 birds on Black Heath (in 
SecƟon 3 of the transect) and 1 in the fields at Pine Lodge Farm. Breeding was confirmed on 
the LNR when an adult was seen carrying food on 20 June 2022. An adult feeding young on a 
nest was photographed on 04 May 2015 and a nesƟng pair was also seen on 14 March 2018. 

4.11 Mistle Thrush is difficult to see in the woods and can be easier to view feeding on the ground 
in the fields at Pine Lodge Farm, especially during the winter. Birds also seem to favour the 
open woodland on the southern edge of Black Heath, but can be seen anywhere on the LNR. 

4.12 The surveys in 2022/23 showed that there is a healthy populaƟon of breeding SpoƩed 
Flycatchers at Thorncombe Wood and in the surrounding area. The surveys show that there 
were 3 breeding pairs on the LNR in 2022 with 4 pairs present in 2023. In 2023, a further 2 
pairs were also recorded just off the LNR within Puddletown Forest making 6 pairs in total. 

 Juvenile SpoƩed Flycatcher at Black Heath in August 2022 

4.13 In 2022 the 3 pairs comprised: 
 a pair by Rushy Pond, where an adult was seen with a juvenile on 19 July (in SecƟon 3 of 

the transect); 
 a pair in the tall trees on the western side of the southern arm of the wood, where an 

adult was seen feeding a juvenile on 19 July (in SecƟon 6 of the transect); and 
 an adult feeding a juvenile on the southern edge of Black Heath on the edge of the fields 

at Pine Lodge Farm on 08 August (in SecƟon 4 of the transect). 

4.14 In 2023 there were at least 6 pairs on and around the LNR, with at least 4 on the LNR 
comprising: 
 at least 1 and possibly 2 pairs in the Beech woodland around the swallet holes north of 

the Black Hill enclosure (in Section 2 of the transect). A juvenile was seen being fed by an 
adult in this area on 24 July;  
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 a pair around Rushy Pond on the edge of Duddle Heath (in Section 3 of the transect) 
with a juvenile seen on 24 July;  

 a pair on the western side of the southern arm of the wood, where the birds were seen 
entering a nest hole in a tree on 12 June (in Section 6 of the transect); 

 a pair at the western end of the Roman Road (in Section 7 of the transect). An adult was 
seen feeding a juvenile nearby on 07 August 2023;  

 a pair by the gate in the south-west corner of Duddle Heath, where the private track 
leads to the Blueberry Farm (outside the LNR) seen on 26 June. 3 birds including at least 
1 juvenile seen on the southern edge of the Black Heath enclosure on 24 July may well 
have been from this pair; and 

 a pair along the public right of way on the eastern edge of Bhompston Heath about 
halfway along between the Roman Road and the track down to Hardy's CoƩage (outside 
the LNR) seen on 26 June. 

4.15 The Dorset Bird Report also confirmed breeding on the LNR in 2017 and 2016, when fledged 
young were seen.  

4.16 Greenfinch was not recorded on the transect surveys in 2022, but has been present in 2023. 
The first record was on 24 March, with 3 birds seen on 17 April and a single bird seen on 16 
June. Birds have been seen visiƟng the feeders by the Visitor Centre with a singing bird also 
recorded at Black Heath (in SecƟon 3 of the transect). Given the limited number of records, it 
is not clear whether Greenfinch bred on the LNR in 2023, but a singing male suggests that a 
territory was being held and that breeding was at least possible. 

4.17 In Dorset, Greenfinch is a common but declining breeding resident, passage migrant and 
winter visitor. NaƟonally the breeding populaƟon has declined by over 50% since 1995 
mainly due to a parasiƟc disease (trichomoniasis), although there have been some signs of 
recovery in recent years. The recent recovery make it more likely that Greenfinches will 
breed on the LNR in future years. 

  Linnet at Black Heath in May 2023 
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4.18 Linnet is a species of open country and farmland, which remains a fairly common, but 
declining, breeding resident in Dorset. Linnet was only recorded once on the transect surveys 
in 2022 (2 birds at Rushy Pond on 19 July), but was seen more frequently in 2023. All the 
sighƟngs were from the Black Heath area (SecƟon 3 of the transect). 6 birds were seen on 
the open, heathy areas within Puddletown Forest on 26 June 2023 and it is thought that the 
birds at Black Heath have come from that populaƟon. 

4.19 On 17 April 2023, a pair was seen carrying nest material on the heath near Rushy Pond. On 
15 May a bird was singing from the top of a Gorse bush on Black Heath and on 12 June, 4 
birds were seen, 3 of which were around the same Gorse bush. These records give a strong 
indicaƟon that Linnets bred in this area, but this was not confirmed. 

Red-listed Species Wintering on Site 
4.20 In Dorset, Woodcock is an uncommon breeding resident and locally common winter visitor. 

The BriƟsh populaƟon expands significantly in winter with birds from Finland and Russia. 
There are just three records of Woodcock from the LNR. Single birds were captured twice by 
a night vision camera: on 30 November 2016; and 24 January 2017. On both occasions birds 
were observed walking across the ice on a small pond on Black Heath (in SecƟon 3 of the 
transect). A single bird was also flushed from the same area in October 2023. 

 Night vision shot of a Woodcock on a pond at Black Heath in November 2016 

4.21 As this species is largely nocturnal it is difficult to survey, but in recent years the use of night 
vision cameras and nocturnal ringing in locaƟons such as Wild Woodbury have shown there 
to be a significant wintering populaƟon in Dorset, including an esƟmated 650 birds in the 
Poole Harbour area. Wintering birds are also likely to be present in and around Puddletown 
Forest, although further surveys would be needed to confirm this. 

4.22 Fieldfare is a common winter visitor to Britain from conƟnental Europe, which also breeds at 
very low (and decreasing) numbers in upland parts of the UK. Fieldfare was not seen on the 
transect surveys in 2022/23. The only three records were: a single bird close to the edge of 
Puddletown Forest on 04 November 2021; 3 birds on 26 January 2023; and a flock of 40 birds 
seen in fields to the south of the LNR on 09 February 2023. 
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4.23 Hawfinch is on the UK red list due to its recent decline as a breeding species. However, in 
Dorset it only occurs as a scarce passage migrant and winter visitor with the last evidence of 
breeding in 1998. In Dorset, only a few birds are usually seen in winter, but numbers can 
occasionally be boosted by influxes from the conƟnent. The last major influx was in the 
winter of 2017/18 when birds were recorded from all over Dorset with flocks of 100+ seen in 
the woods at Bryanston, near Blandford Forum. The only record for Thorncombe Wood was 
of a single bird 08 January 2018, as reported on the Dorset Bird Club website. 

4.24 Lesser Redpoll last bred in Dorset in 1997 and is currently considered to be a winter visitor 
and passage migrant. There are four records from the 2022/23 transect surveys. 4 birds were 
seen feeding on the ground in the south-western corner of the Black Heath enclosure on 14 
March 2022. In 2023, 7 birds fed in Birch trees in the woods on 06 November, 12 were seen 
on Black Heath on 17 November with a single bird in the woods on 11 December. This flock 
was seen on at least 11 dates between 06 November and 31 December 2023, with a 
maximum of 40 birds on 29 November.  

4.25 Lesser Redpolls were also present in the area for some Ɵme in early 2022. Records include: 
 15 birds by the Roman Road on 24 February; 
 3 birds at Bhompston Heath on 25 February with Coal Tits; 
 1 bird on the LNR on 26 February; 
 ‘Lesser Redpoll’ with a Coal Tit flock on Bhompston Heath on 13 March; and 
 ‘Lesser Redpoll’ with Tits on the Roman Road on 17 March. 

4.26 The Dorset Bird Report shows that Lesser Redpoll is regularly recorded on the LNR in the 
early part of the year. In addiƟon to 4 birds (including at least 1 male) seen high in the 
treetops near Rushy Pond on 23 January 2023, past early year records include: 8 birds on 18 
February 2021; 1 (in Puddletown Forest) on 12 February 2020; 3 on 01 February 2018; 15 on 
07 January and 5 on 07 February 2017; 4 on 10 January 2015; 10 on 02 February 2014; 6 on 
08 February 2010; and 7 on 16 January 2009. 

 Lesser Redpoll at Black Heath in March 2022 
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Red-listed Species Breeding Nearby 
4.27 Cuckoo was recorded at Thorncombe Wood in the breeding season in 2019, 2016, 2009 and 

2008. It was last recorded on the LNR on 30 May 2019, but was not seen or heard on the 
surveys in 2022/23. In Britain, the main hosts of this parasiƟc species are Dunnock, Meadow 
Pipit, Pied Wagtail and Reed Warbler. As only Dunnock nests at Thorncombe Wood, it is 
unlikely that Cuckoo breeds on the LNR. Cuckoo is more likely to take advantage of the other 
host species (Meadow Pipit and Pied Wagtail), which nest in the surrounding area. 

4.28 SwiŌs and House MarƟns have been recorded feeding over Thorncombe Wood, but as they 
nest in buildings, they do not breed on the LNR. In 2022/23, House MarƟns were most oŌen 
seen over the farm buildings at Higher Bockhampton during the summer, with a peak count 
of 90 birds on 04 September 2023. SwiŌs were not seen on the transect surveys in 2022/23, 
but were noted by the Ranger Team in 2023 and breed in nearby Dorchester.  

4.29 Small numbers of Herring Gulls were seen flying over the LNR throughout the year, with the 
maximum count of 42 birds, including a flock of 31 flying south, on 14 November 2022. 
Herring Gulls nest on rooŌops in nearby Dorchester. 

4.30 The only record of Skylark during the transect surveys was of a single bird singing over the 
fields south of the wood (in SecƟon 6 of the transect) on 24 July 2023. Skylark will almost 
certainly breed on the farmland surrounding the LNR.   

4.31 Flocks of wintering Starlings were recorded with 29 birds on 24 January 2022 and 25 sat on 
wires at Pine Lodge Farm on 20 February 2023. Starling is a widespread resident in Dorset 
and will have bred nearby. House Sparrow is a species more commonly associated with 
human habitaƟon. This species is most oŌen seen around the Visitor Centre, with a 
maximum count of 9 birds on 08 August 2022. House Sparrow is not thought to breed on the 
LNR, but it will almost certainly breed in the local area. 

4.32 There was just one record of Yellowhammer during the 2022/23 transect surveys and that 
was of a single bird sat in a hedge at Pine Lodge Farm on 20 February 2023. Yellowhammer is 
known to breed in the local area, for example, on the predominantly arable farmland to the 
north of Dorchester. The fields immediately adjacent to Thorncombe Wood are mostly 
pasture and are less suitable for this species. A single bird was recorded on 16 June 2016 and 
the 2003 management plan for the site states that Yellowhammer ‘probably breeds’ on Black 
Heath. There was no evidence of breeding in that area in 2022/23, although breeding nearby 
within Puddletown Forest could be a possibility.    

Red-listed Species Passing Through 
4.33 Yellow Wagtail is a passage migrant in Dorset, which is much more frequently seen in the 

autumn. The only records from the 2022/23 transect surveys were of 3 birds around the 
caƩle in the fields north of Pine Lodge Farm on 05 September 2022, with 2 birds in the same 
locaƟon on 04 September 2023.      

Amber List Species 
4.34 10 species on the amber list breed on the site and there is 1 amber-listed wintering species. 

A further 6 amber-listed species breed nearby, with another 5 recorded passing through. 
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Figure 4.3: Birds of Conservation Concern AMBER LIST species at Thorncombe Wood LNR 

AMBER LIST species breeding on site AMBER LIST species breeding nearby 

Mallard Willow Warbler Stock Dove 
Nightjar Wren Kestrel 

Woodpigeon Song Thrush Rook 
Sparrowhawk Dunnock Whitethroat 

Tawny Owl Bullfinch Grey Wagtail 
 Meadow Pipit 

AMBER LIST species wintering on site AMBER LIST species passing through 

Redwing Gulls - Black-headed, Mediterranean, 
Common and Great Black-backed 

 Pied Flycatcher 
 

Amber-listed Species Breeding on Site 
4.35 The only record of Mallard from the 2022/23 transect surveys was of a single female in the 

fields at Pine Lodge Farm on 17 April 2023. A pair nested on Rushy Pond in 2022, but all the 
eggs were eaten by one of the pond’s resident Grass Snakes. A pair fared beƩer on Duddle 
Heath in 2023 where a female was seen with 10 recently hatched ducklings on a pond below 
Rainbarrows on 26 June. 

4.36 Although only amber-listed, Nightjar is one of the species in Annex 1 of the Birds DirecƟve 
requiring measures to be taken across Europe to establish Special ProtecƟon Areas (SPAs). 
Nightjar is one of the species for which the Dorset Heathlands SPA was designated and the 
protecƟon of such sites has helped to maintain healthy populaƟons both in Dorset and 
across the UK. The Dorset Bird Report shows that the populaƟon (on sites surveyed by the 
RSPB in the County) is between 400 and 500 pairs.  

4.37 Although Thorncombe Wood and Puddletown Forest do not form part of the Dorset 
Heathlands SPA, they support a healthy populaƟon of Nightjars. Surveys undertaken in 
recent summers have recorded in excess of 20 birds in the south-western part of Puddletown 
Forest, as shown in Figure 4.4 below.  

 

  

 

 

 
4.38 On the LNR, there is usually just 1 ‘churring’ male on Black Heath, with the bulk of the 

populaƟon being on Duddle Heath, Bhompston Heath and in other open areas within the 
forest. The Dorset Bird Report recorded 4 birds in the breeding season at ‘Thorncombe 
Wood / Duddle Heath’ in 2016 and 6 birds in the breeding season in 2009.  

4.39 The only two records of Sparrowhawk during the 2022/23 transect surveys were of a single 
bird on 05 December 2022 and another single bird on 11 December 2023. The Dorset Bird 

Figure 4.4: Nightjars recorded in the SW part of Puddletown Forest 2021 to 2023 

Year 2021 2022 2023 
Date 11/06 02/07 23/05 17/06 08/07 26/05 16/06 
Nightjars recorded 21 20 11 14 13 13 23 
Locations surveyed 8 8 5 6 6 6 7 
No. of surveyors 19 20 9 12 16 13 11 
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Report confirmed breeding on the LNR in 2016. As this species tends to favour coniferous 
woodland, they are also likely to breed elsewhere in Puddletown Forest.  

4.40 Although the UK’s Woodpigeon populaƟon has steadily increased since the mid-1970s, it has 
shown a shallow decline in recent years, which is the main reason why it is currently amber-
listed. Woodpigeons are present on the LNR all year round and on most visits during 2022/23 
double figures were recorded. The maximum count was of 81 birds (mostly flying north) on 
06 November 2023. This species will almost certainly breed on the LNR, although this was 
not proved on the surveys, where the strongest evidence of breeding was singing birds.  

4.41 Tawny Owls were not recorded on the transect surveys in 2022/23, but 2 birds were heard 
calling to each other near Hardy’s CoƩage on a Nightjar survey on 17 June 2022. Breeding on 
the LNR was confirmed in 2022 with a pair using a nest box and raising young. However, the 
Owls did not use the nest box in 2023. Breeding was also confirmed in Puddletown Forest in 
2019, when a pair was found nesƟng on the ground. The young birds were ringed (and 
photographed) by the Stour Ringing Group. It is likely that several pairs of Tawny Owls breed 
in Puddletown Forest every year.  

 The ground-nesƟng Tawny Owl chicks that were ringed in 2019 (© Ian Lewis) 

4.42 Willow Warbler is a common, but declining breeding visitor to Dorset and also a passage 
migrant. The only records during the 2022/23 transect surveys were of birds on migraƟon in 
autumn. 7 birds were recorded across the LNR on 08 August 2022, with another 2 birds seen 
in trees on the southern edge of Black Heath by the Roman Road (in SecƟon 4 of the 
transect) on 05 September. 2 birds were also seen on 07 August 2023 with a single bird 
singing briefly in the woods on 04 September. The Dorset Bird Report confirmed breeding on 
the LNR in 2014 when fledged young were seen. However, there were no singing males (or 
any other evidence of breeding) during spring 2022 or 2023.  

4.43 Wren is the commonest breeding bird in the UK and has been recorded in all months and in 
all parts of the LNR. The highest count was of 26 birds on 25 April 2022, with double figures 
being recorded on many occasions. Breeding was confirmed on 20 June 2022 and again on 
20 July 2023, when adults were seen with juveniles, although there are likely to be many 
more breeding pairs on the LNR. 
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4.44 Song Thrush was recorded in most months in 2022/23, with a maximum count of 9 birds on 
15 May 2023. That count included a family party of 4 birds, which were flushed from around 
the charcoal burner in the southern arm of the wood (in SecƟon 6 of the transect). Other 
confirmed breeding records include an adult carrying food at the western end of the Roman 
Road (in SecƟon 7 of the transect) on 12 June 2023 and an adult carrying food on the 
western side of the southern arm of the wood (in SecƟon 6 of the transect) on 19 July 2022.   

4.45 Dunnock was recorded in most months in 2022/23, but usually in low numbers. More than 3 
birds were only recorded once during 2022/23, on 14 March 2022, when there was a count 
of 6. The maximum count was of 14 birds on 17 April 2017. Birds are most oŌen seen by the 
Visitor Centre, where breeding was confirmed when a juvenile was seen feeding on the 
ground outside the café on 20 June 2022. 

4.46  Bullfinch was recorded in most months in 2022/23, but more than 2 birds were only seen 
three Ɵmes: with 6 recorded on 05 December 2022; 4 (2 males and 2 females) feeding on the 
ground on the southern edge of Black Heath (in SecƟon 4 of the transect) on 12 June 2023; 
and 3 in the Beech woodland north of Black Heath (in SecƟon 2 of the transect) on 31 
December 2023. Breeding was confirmed when 2 juveniles were seen feeding on 
blackberries within the wood on 05 September 2022.    

Amber-listed Species Wintering on Site 
4.47 In the UK, Redwing only breeds in very small numbers in the far north of Scotland. It is much 

more common as a winter visitor from Iceland and conƟnental Europe. Birds have been 
recorded at Thorncombe Wood between November and March, with a maximum count of 
238 birds on 24 January 2022. Other large counts were of 120 birds on 11 December 2023, 
100 birds on 05 January 2017, 80 on 26 January 2023, 58 on 05 December 2022 and 45 on 14 
November 2022. The southern edge of Black Heath (in SecƟon 4 of the transect) and the 
fields north of Pine Lodge Farm are the favoured locaƟons.  

Redwing at Thorncombe Wood on 11 December 2023 
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Amber-listed Species Breeding Nearby 
4.48 There were only three records of Stock Dove within the woods on the LNR during the 

transect surveys in 2022/23. However, 5 birds were seen together in the fields north of the 
wood on 16 June 2023. Stock Doves typically feed in open farmland areas, but nest in holes 
in large old trees, oŌen in woodland and will certainly breed in the surrounding area. There 
was no evidence to indicate breeding on the LNR in 2022/23, but it is possible that this may 
have been overlooked.    

4.49 Kestrel was not recorded during the 2022/23 transect surveys but has been noted by the 
Ranger Team in recent years, including during task days clearing scrub from Black Heath. 
Kestrels are resident in the local area and will occasionally fly over the LNR. This species 
favours more open country and is likely to breed in the surrounding countryside.    

4.50 Appendix 1 of the SƟnsford Neighbourhood Plan notes that there is a large rookery next to 
the A35 south of Higher Kingston Farm less than a kilometre west of the LNR. Despite that, 
there were few records of Rooks during the 2022/23 transect surveys. The highest counts 
were of birds feeding in the surrounding fields, with 91 in a recently cut field to the south of 
the wood on 15 May 2023 and 52 in fields to the west of the wood on 11 December 2023.    

4.51 The only record of Whitethroat was of a single bird in the coppiced area of the southern arm 
of the wood (in SecƟon 6 of the transect) in May 2016. It was not seen on subsequent 
transect surveys during that year and so was probably a spring migrant. As a common 
breeding species of more open habitats, Whitethroat will almost certainly breed in the 
surrounding area.   

4.52 Grey Wagtail was not recorded on the transect surveys in 2022/23, but was seen in 2023, 
2020 and in previous years visiƟng Rushy Pond. A bird was also recorded flying over the site 
on 08 November 2023. This wetland species will almost certainly breed in the nearby Frome 
Valley. Meadow Pipit was only recorded on the transect surveys in 2022/23 as a late autumn 
migrant. The only records were of 4 birds in a field at Pine Lodge Farm on 10 October 2022 
with 3 birds in the same locaƟon on 14 November 2022. As a common breeding species of 
more open habitats in Dorset, Meadow Pipits are likely to breed in the local area.  

Amber-listed Species Passing Through 
4.53 Black-headed Gull, Mediterranean Gull, Common Gull and Great Black-backed Gull all 

breed in Britain, oŌen in coastal locaƟons. There is just one record of a single Mediterranean 
Gull flying over the northern part of the wood on 20 June 2022, with just two records of 
flyover Great Black-backed Gulls and three records of flyover Black-headed Gulls. Common 
Gull was only seen on one date on the 2022/23 transect surveys (05 December 2022) when 
35 birds were recorded, mostly in a single flock in the fields at Pine Lodge Farm.     

4.54 Breeding Pied Flycatchers are associated with mature upland woodlands in western and 
northern Britain. This species only occurs as an uncommon passage migrant in Dorset. There 
were two records on the transect surveys in 2022/23. On 08 August 2022 a male was seen in 
the open woodland on the southern edge of the Black Heath enclosure (on SecƟon 4 of the 
transect). On 17 April 2023, a female was seen in Beech woodland north of the Black Heath 
enclosure (on SecƟon 2 of the transect).  

Green List Species 
4.55 19 species on the green list breed on the site and there is 1 green-listed wintering species. A 

further 9 green-listed species breed nearby, with another 4 recorded passing through. 
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Figure 4.5: Birds of Conservation Concern GREEN LIST species at Thorncombe Wood LNR 

GREEN LIST species breeding on site GREEN LIST species breeding nearby 

Gt Spot Woodpecker Blackcap Collared Dove 
Green Woodpecker Firecrest Buzzard 

Jay Goldcrest Hobby 
Jackdaw Nuthatch Peregrine 
Raven Treecreeper Magpie 

Coal Tit Blackbird Carrion Crow 
Blue Tit Robin Swallow 

Great Tit Chaffinch Pied Wagtail 
Long-tailed Tit Goldfinch Siskin 

Chiffchaff   

GREEN LIST species wintering on site GREEN LIST species passing through 

Brambling Cormorant Red Kite 
 Grey Heron Kingfisher 

 
Green-listed Species Breeding on Site 
4.56 Thorncombe Wood LNR supports a good range of green-listed common woodland breeding 

species. The evidence from recent surveys showed 14 confirmed breeding species and 5 
possible breeders. In reality all 19 green-listed species almost certainly bred on the LNR in 
2022 and / or 2023. For example, it is highly likely that at least some of the 10 singing male 
Blackcaps recorded on 15 May 2023 stayed to breed, although this was not proved.   

4.57 Confirmed breeding records include: 
 Great SpoƩed Woodpecker: nests with young in 2019 and 2016; 
 Jay: 2 adults with a juvenile in SecƟon 7 of the transect on 16 June 2023; 
 Coal Tit: a family party of 4 at the southern end of the Roman Road (in SecƟon 7 of the 

transect) on 15 May 2023. Also a juvenile at Black Heath on 07 August 2023;  
 Blue Tit: regularly recorded in the nest boxes on the LNR with juveniles oŌen seen on the 

feeders by the Visitor Centre; 
 Great Tit: 2 adults were seen with 3 juveniles on the feeders by the Visitor Centre on 20 

June 2022. 2 juveniles were also seen on the feeders on 07 August 2023; 
 Long-tailed Tit: a pair feeding a juvenile in the woods on 09 May 2022; 
 Chiffchaff: double figures of singing birds were regularly recorded during the spring with 

a maximum of 17 birds on 25 April 2022. Breeding on site was confirmed when a family 
party was seen on Black Heath (in SecƟon 3 of the transect) on 19 July 2022. Recently 
fledged young were also seen on 20 July 2023. The Dorset Bird Report esƟmated 9+ 
territories in 2017; 

 Firecrest: on 07 August 2023, an adult was seen with 3 juveniles in SecƟon 1 of the 
transect, with a different adult and a juvenile in SecƟon 7. These birds were part of a 
maximum count of 8, with 5 birds being recorded on 21 March, 15 May and 12 June 
2023. Birds are present on the LNR throughout the year and there may be more than 2 
pairs nesƟng, as there were 4 singing birds on 15 May 2023 including in the Beech 
woodland north of the Black Hill enclosure (in SecƟon 2 of the transect) and north and 
south of the large conifers along the Roman Road (in SecƟons 5 and 7); 
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 Goldcrest: on 24 July 2023, 2 adults and a juvenile were seen by the mature conifers in 
SecƟon 5 of the transect. On 19 July 2022, an adult and a juvenile were seen at Rushy 
Pond (in SecƟon 3 of the transect). Also an adult and juvenile were seen on the western 
side of the southern arm of the wood (in SecƟon 6 of the transect) on the same date; 

Nuthatch at Thorncombe Wood in March 2022 

 Nuthatch: double figures were regularly recorded on the LNR with a maximum of 12 
birds seen and / or heard on 24 January 2022 and 23 January 2023. Breeding was 
confirmed in 2022 when a juvenile was seen with 2 adults by Rushy Pond (in SecƟon 3 of 
the transect) on 20 June. Juveniles can also be seen on the feeders by the Visitor Centre, 
with 2 present on 12 June 2023. Breeding was also confirmed in 2016 and 2017; 

 Treecreeper: this species is also present throughout the year, but in lower numbers, the 
maximum count being 5 birds on 12 June 2023. This total included an adult feeding a 
juvenile in the southern arm of the wood (in SecƟon 6 of the transect). Breeding was 
also confirmed in 2017; 

 Blackbird: the maximum count was 35 birds on 25 April 2022. Juveniles were oŌen seen 
in various locaƟons throughout the woods in 2022 and 2023; 

 Robin: this is another very common species with a maximum count of 25 birds on 20 
February 2022. Juveniles were oŌen seen in the woods. On 20 June 2022, 4 family 
groups were seen in the woods with a total of 6 juvenile birds; and 

 Goldfinch: a juvenile was seen with adults in trees close to the bird feeders outside the 
Visitor Centre (in SecƟon 1 of the transect) on 24 July 2023. The maximum count was 25 
on 26 January 2023.      
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Treecreeper at the base of a tree in the Black Heath enclosure in April 2022 

4.58 Although Green Woodpecker’s range has expanded in central and eastern England, it has 
declined in Wales and south west England. However, there remains a healthy populaƟon on 
the LNR with birds being recorded throughout the year, with a maximum of 3 heard ‘yaffling’ 
on 14 March 2023. 

4.59 AŌer a long decline Raven ceased to be a breeding species in Dorset between 1976 and 
1982, but since then has recovered to become a fairly common breeding resident in the 
County. Birds are most oŌen seen on the LNR in the late winter and early spring, where they 
seem to favour the tall conifers along the Roman Road. The maximum count was of 5 birds 
on 25 June 2019. Jackdaws are nearly always present on the LNR, with a maximum count of 
24 birds on 17 April 2023. 

4.60 Chaffinch is present throughout the year with numbers highest in the winter. The highest 
count on the transect surveys was 21 on 11 December 2023, but 50 were recorded on 17 
December, with 60 on 31 December and a maximum of 300 birds on 29 November 2023.    

Green-listed Species Wintering on Site 
4.61 Brambling is a locally common winter visitor and passage migrant in Dorset, which was 

recorded four Ɵmes on the recent transect surveys. 1 visited the feeders by the visitor centre 
on 14 March 2022, with another single bird on the feeders on 21 and 24 March 2023. A 
single bird was seen in the woods on 06 November 2023 (and was also recorded on 08, 21, 
22, 28 and 29 November and 31 December) with 2 birds present on 11 and 17 December 
2023. The Dorset Bird Report also records 1 on 09 and 10 February 2021, 2 on 19 February 
and 1 on 21 February 2014.   
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Brambling close to the feeders by the Visitor Centre in March 2022  

Green-listed Species Breeding Nearby 
4.62 A number of species are known (or likely) to breed nearby. In 2022/23 there was liƩle 

evidence that these species bred on the LNR, but they may have been overlooked and could 
possibly breed on site in the future. 

4.63 Although Collared Doves are likely to breed around habitaƟon in the surrounding area, there 
were only four records of this species on the LNR in 2022/23, all of single birds on 24 
January, 15 March and 14 November 2022 and 04 September 2023. 

4.64 Buzzards were frequently seen overhead, but rarely on the LNR. 2 were observed calling 
overhead on 04 November 2021 and 1 was flushed from a small tree on Black Heath (in 
SecƟon 3 of the transect) on 12 June 2023. This species almost certainly breeds nearby in 
Puddletown Forest. Peregrine was not recorded on the transect surveys in 2022/23, but has 
been seen on the LNR prior to 2021. Peregrines hunƟng for prey at Thorncombe Wood may 
well be the birds that breed on the church spires in Dorchester. 

4.65 Although green-listed, Hobby is a rare breeding bird in Britain and is monitored by the Rare 
Breeding Birds Panel. The 2022 Dorset Bird Report esƟmates a populaƟon of about 35 pairs 
in the County, although some observers consider this to be ‘a significant underesƟmate’. 

4.66 The only record of Hobby on the 2022/23 surveys was of a single bird on 16 June 2023, 
which chased the House MarƟns over Higher Bockhampton and then flew over the woods 
towards the heathy areas within Puddletown Forest. A juvenile Hobby was subsequently 
seen in Puddletown Forest on 22 June 2023 and earlier in the year (at the end of May) an 
adult was seen heading into a roost in Yellowham Wood. Appendix 1 of the SƟnsford 
Neighbourhood Plan also states that birds have been seen in the parish between May and 
July every year since 2014. The evidence suggests that Hobby breeds in the local area, but 
probably not on the LNR. 
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4.67 Carrion Crows are regularly seen in small numbers, but usually on the surrounding farmland, 
rather than on the LNR with a maximum count of 11 on 05 December 2022. Magpies are less 
frequently seen (usually in 1s or 2s) also oŌen on the surrounding farmland. Swallows are 
seen in the summer months and will breed in farm buildings in the local area. The maximum 
count was of 20 birds feeding over the fields north of Pine Lodge Farm on 24 July 2023.  

4.68 Pied Wagtails are most oŌen seen in the autumn and winter in the fields and horse 
paddocks adjoining the LNR, usually in small numbers. However, higher numbers can be seen 
during autumn migraƟon with a maximum count of 42 birds, mostly at Pine Lodge Farm, on 
10 October 2022. On 16 May 2023, 2 birds were seen visiƟng a nest at Pine Lodge Farm, 
confirming breeding in the area. 

Siskins on the feeders by the Visitor Centre in June 2023 

4.69 Siskin is another species that breeds in the local area, but probably not on the LNR. They are 
most frequently seen on the feeders by the Visitor Centre and around Rushy Pond where 
they come to drink. However, they can also be heard calling overhead almost anywhere on 
the LNR. They have a preference for conifers, so probably breed in Puddletown Forest rather 
than on the LNR. Records of juveniles include: 1 on the feeders on 20 June 2022; at least 1 in 
a family party of 5 at Rushy Pond also on 20 June 2022; and 1 in a group of 7 on the feeders 
on 12 June 2023. Breeding was also confirmed in the area in 2016.   

Green-listed Species Passing Through 
4.70 There was just a single record of Grey Heron during the recent surveys. On 17 April 2023, 1 

was seen flying past the southern end of the wood in the direcƟon of the valley of the River 
Frome. The river valley is also likely to be where the Cormorants and Kingfishers seen on the 
LNR came from. Kingfishers have mostly been seen at Rushy Pond in spring and early 
summer and one was reported from that area by a local walker in 2023. In late 2023 a bird 
was seen on the small pond on Black Heath on 17 and again on 21 November. 
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4.71 There were just three records of Red Kite during the recent surveys. On 10 October 2022, 1 
flew over the southern arm of the wood driŌing south. 2 birds were seen on 15 May 2023: 1 
flew north over the visitor centre at about 9.30am, with another bird seen over the southern 
arm of the wood around lunchƟme. A single bird was also seen over the southern end of the 
wood on 23 January 2023 and the Dorset Bird Report records 1 on 21 October 2008, when 
this species was much less frequently seen in the County.  

4.72 The UK populaƟon of Red Kites has increased massively following a highly successful re-
introducƟon scheme, but this species is only now starƟng to gain a foothold in Dorset. There 
has been a noƟceable spring migraƟon across the South West of England in recent years, 
parƟcularly in May, when Red Kite is most likely to be seen over the LNR. 

Species Not Evaluated 
4.73 Pheasants can be seen or heard throughout the year mostly on the farmland adjoining the 

LNR. Numbers vary, perhaps reflecƟng when birds are released, with a maximum count of 17 
(including 14 at Pine Lodge Farm) on 21 March 2023.  

4.74 Red-legged Partridges were seen in late 2021 / early 2022, but not since. A group of 5 was at 
Pine Lodge Farm on 04 November 2021 with 9 in the field south of the woods on 16 
February 2022. The last record from the transect survey was on 14 March 2022 when 2 were 
at Pine Lodge Farm and a single bird was flushed from Black Heath (in SecƟon 3 of the 
transect). 3 birds were also seen on 17 March 2022. 

 Robin on Roman Road sign 


