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Introduction: 

 

This report is the third annual report for the Bridport recording area following the initial 2021 report 

published by the Bridport Bird Club in early 2022. 

 

A map of the Bridport Recording Area used for this report is shown on page three. 

 

 

2023 highlights 

The standout highlight of the year was the series of Great Shearwater records seen just offshore at West Bay. 

Having never been recorded in the area before to have at least four different individuals seen was a major 

surprise. See the main section of the report for details. 

The other first record for the recording area this year was the Caspian Gull at West Bay in October. 

 

Others highlights included Garganey, Spoonbill, two Ruff, Grey Phalarope, Goshawk, Waxwing, two 

Yellow-browed Warblers, Richard’s Pipit and Snow Bunting 

 

 

Explanation of terms used in this report 

1) The term ‘Nocturnal migration’ (abbreviated to noc-mig in the rest of the report) is the use of sound 

recording equipment to record the calls of birds flying over at night. Gavin Haig ran noc-mig equipment at 

Bradpole again this year and highlights are mentioned in the main section of the report. 

 

2) The term ‘Visible migration’ (abbreviated to vis-mig in the rest of the report) is watching migrating birds 

fly past a given point. The point chosen is usually a high point in the local terrain and is usually, but not 

exclusively, at a coastal location. Tom Brereton has been conducting regular vis-mig counts in the autumn for 

many years from the top of West Cliff. This was continued this year and produced a number of records which 

are detailed in the main section of the report. 
 

 

 

The current known list of species that have been recorded at least once in the recording area between 1980 

and 2023 is given in appendix 1 
 

 

 

 

List of contributors to this report in alphabetical order are; 

 

Trevor Adams, Ian Andrews, Alan Bottomley, Paula Brereton, Tom Brereton, Maurice Budden, Rosie Carter, 

Glyn Clarke, Richard Cook, Steve Cox,  Arun Denman, Malcolm Dowty, Pete Forrest, Richard Gillingham, 

Gavin Haig, Andrew Hay, Richard Haydon, Graham Hansford, Ed Hanson, Andrew Hay, Chris Jones, James 

Philips, Luke Philips, Richard Phillips, Martin Reeves, David Smith, Andrew Strong, Margaret Town, Jack 

Warmington, Kevin Waterfall, Anne Wheatcroft, David Wilkinson, Rob Wilkinson, Brian Wilson, G. 

Woodward, and Denise Youngs 

 

Apologies to any contributor inadvertently omitted from the list above. 

 

Contact Pete Forrest to submit sightings for 2024: peteforrest81@gmail.com 
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The recording area: 

This is the area within a one mile distance of the main built up area of Bridport. (including the proposed 

Vearse Farm development area) This is shown on the map below as the area within the thick red line. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

SYSTEMATIC LIST FOR 2023 
 

 

 

List order and taxonomy follows the British Ornithologists Union, British List. 

 

 

1) BRENT GOOSE    Branta bernicla 
 

Seen flying past West Bay on several dates during January to April and again between September and 

November. All counts were of six or less individuals. 
 

 

2) CANADA GOOSE    Branta canadensis 
 

Fairly common around the recording area. 

 

 

3) MUTE SWAN    Cygnus olor 
 

All records were from West Bay. The records were of one or two birds on four dates. 

 

 

4) SHELDUCK     Tadorna tadorna 
 

More records than usual this year. Small flocks of less than ten birds each were noted flying past West Bay 

on ten dates between 13
th
 March and 14

th
 August. Additionally a larger flock of twenty-one birds flew past 

West Bay on 27
th
 July. 

 

 

5) GARGANEY    Spatula querquedula 

 

A juvenile bird was present with the Mallard flock near The Rise restaurant on the 19
th
 & 20

th
 of August. 

 

 

6) WIGEON      Mareca penelope 
 

The single male from last year continued to associate with the Mallard flock around the harbour of West Bay 

from 1
st
 January until 3

rd
 June. 

Other records were; two offshore at West Bay on 26
th
 February, one offshore at West Bay on 8

th
 October and 

two noc-mig records of singles flying over Bradpole in March. 
 

 

7) MALLARD     Anas platythynchos 
 

Common and widespread throughout the recording area. Peak count was a flock of 61 on the River Brit at 

West Bay on 8
th
 November. 

 

 

8) PINTAIL      Anas acuta 

 

A single flew past West Bay on 4
th
 April. 

 

 

 



 

9) TEAL     Anas crecca 
 

Few records this year as follows. One past West Bay on 29
th
 October, two at Mangerton pond on 4

th
 March 

and one noc-mig record of a single over Bradpole on 27
th
 March. 

 

 

10) TUFTED DUCK    Aythya fuligula 
 

A pair was seen at Mangerton pond on several dates from early March until the end of April and presumably 

attempted to nest there. 

The only other records received were from West Bay with three on 4
th
 May and two on 27

th
 July. 

 

 

11) EIDER     Somateria mollissima 
 

Two flying past West Bay on 13
th
 March were the only records. 

 

 

12) VELVET SCOTER    Melanitta fusca 
 

One offshore at West Bay on 10
th
 April was the only record. 

 

 

13) COMMON SCOTER   Melanitta nigra 
 

Fairly common throughout the year flying past West Bay normally in small flocks of up to ten birds. The 

largest flock noted was one of 94 birds on 13
th
 October. 

 

 

14) GOOSANDER     Mergus merganser 
 

In January a single bird was noted at various locations along the River Brit between West Bay and Pymore. 

This bird was present between the 3
rd

 & 25
th
 of January. 

The only other record concerned another single on the River Brit, near the brewery, on the 10
th
 December. 

 

 

15) RED-LEGGED PARTRIDGE  Alectoris rufa 
 

Sporadically recorded throughout the year in the rural parts of the recording area. 

 

 

16) PHEASANT    Phasianus colchicus 
 

Fairly common and widespread in the rural parts of the recording area. 

 

 

17) SWIFT     Apus apus 
 

First seen over Bridport on 28
th
 April. Although no nest counts were taken Swifts were a notable feature 

throughout the summer around the recording area until the last record on 30
th
 August. 

Additionally three late swifts were seen in October (two on 23
rd

 & one on 24
th
) at West Bay. Unfortunately 

the views of these birds were not sufficient to confirm them as either Pallid Swift or Common Swift. 
 

 

 

 

 



 

18) CUCKOO     Cuculus canorus 
 

Singles over Allington on 19
th
 and 28

th
 April were the only records. 

 

 

19) STOCK DOVE    Columba oenas 
 

An uncommon breeding resident in the area. Peak vis-mig count in the autumn was of 350 birds on 17
th
 

November. 
 

 

20) WOOD PIGEON    Columba palumbus 
 

Common and widespread throughout the recording area. Peak vis-mig count was of 28,040 birds on 17
th
 

November. Other vis-mig counts of over 20,000 birds were as follows; 5
th
 November (25,000), 6

th
 November 

(20,750) and 11
th
 November (21,000) 

 

 

21) COLLARED DOVE   Streptopelia decaocta 
 

Common and widespread throughout the recording area. 

 

 

22) WATER RAIL    Rallus aquaticus 
 

Small numbers winter at various wetland areas in the recording area. Water Rail were recorded from 1
st
 

January to 2
nd

 April and again from 11
th
 November until the end of the year. All records were of single birds. 

 

 

23) MOORHEN    Gallinula chloropus 
 

Common and widespread at wetlands throughout the recording area. 

 

 

24) COOT     Fulica atra 
 

Only recorded by noc-mig this year where noted on twelve dates between March and May at Bradpole. 

 

 

25) LITTLE GREBE    Tachybaptus ruficollis 
 

Regular records from the River Brit and Highlands End pond during the winter. Also recorded from 

Mangerton pond in April and possibly bred there. 

 

 

26) GREAT CRESTED GREBE  Podiceps cristatus 
 

A few offshore at West Bay on many dates between 3
rd

 February and 11
th
 April. Peak count was of four on 

21
st
 February. 

The only later records this year was of one on 27
th
 June and two on 5

th
 August. 

 

 

27) SLAVONIAN GREBE    Podiceps auritus 

 

A single at West Bay on 15
th
 February was the only record. 

 

 



 

28) OYSTERCATCHER   Haematopus ostralegus 
 

Small numbers past West Bay on several dates between 24
th
 April and 4

th
 June. Peak count was of five birds 

on 5
th
 May. The only subsequent record at West Bay was of two birds on 5

th
 August. 

Oystercatcher were recorded by noc-mig over Bradpole on ten dates between 21
st
 March and 6

th
 May. 

 

 

29) AVOCET     Recurvirostra avosetta 
 

The only record was of a single bird past West Bay on 3
rd

 May. 
 

 

30) LAPWING     Vanellus vanellus 
 

The wintering flock on the flooded fields near West Bay peaked at 120 birds on 5
th
 January. 

 

 

31) GOLDEN PLOVER   Pluvialis apricaria 
 

Recorded at West Bay in small numbers during January to March and again during October and November. 

Peak count was of twenty birds on 8
th
 January. Also recorded by noc-mig over Bradpole with six records in 

March. 
 

 

32) RINGED PLOVER    Charadrius hiaticula 
 

A single at West Bay on the 1
st 

May and seven there on 3
rd

 May were the only records. 
 

 

33) LITTLE RINGED PLOVER  Charadrius dubius 
 

One Noc-mig record over Bradpole on 22
nd

 April. 
 

 

34) WHIMBREL    Numenius phaeopus 
 

Recorded in small numbers from 15
th
 April and 10

th
 May flying past West Bay. Peak day count was of 61 on 

27
th
 April. 

Noc-mig records at Bradpole were on eleven dates between 16
th
 April and 2

nd
 May. 

 

 

35) CURLEW     Numenius arquata 
 

Eight past West Bay on 13
th
 March were the only records 

 

 

36) BAR-TAILED GODWIT   Limosa lapponica 
 

At West Bay noted on five dates between 27
th
 April and 3

rd
 May with a peak of eleven on 3

rd
 May. The only 

autumn records at West Bay was of a single on 18
th
 October. 

Noc-mig records over Bradpole were of singles on 19
th
 April and 2

nd
 May. 

 

 

37) BLACK-TAILED GODWIT  Limosa limosa 
 

One Noc-mig record over Bradpole on 27
th
 March. 

 



 

 

38) TURNSTONE    Arenaria interpres 
 

Recorded at West Bay on five dates between 27
th
 April and 21

st
 May. Peak counts were of four birds on 27

th
 

April and 19
th
 May. In the autumn four were present at West Bay on 19

th
 September with one still present the 

next day. 
 

 

39) RUFF      Calidris pugnax 

 

Two were present on the flooded fields upstream of West Bay on 31
st
 August. One of these birds then stayed 

in the same area until 3
rd

 September. 

 

 

40) SANDERLING    Calidris alba 
 

Noted at West Bay on three dates between 27
th
 April and 28

th
 May. Peak count was of eight birds on 28

th
 May. 

 

 

41) DUNLIN     Calidris alpina 
 

Recorded at West Bay on five dates between May and November. Peak count was of four birds on 8
th
 

November. 
 

 

42) PURPLE SANDPIPER   Calidris maritima 
 

Up to four birds were seen on many dates at West Bay pier between 17
th
 January and 26

th
 April. A single at 

West Bay pier on the 8
th
 November was the only record in the second half of the year. 

 

  

43) WOODCOCK    Scolopax rusticola 
 

The only records were of a single along the River Mangerton on 17
th
 January and another single at Vearse 

Farm on 30
th
 January. 

 

 

44) SNIPE     Gallinago gallinago 
 

Occasional records of up to ten birds from the reed-bed along the River Brit at West Bay during the winter 

months. 
 

 

45) GREY PHALAROPE    Phalaropus lobatus 
 

A single at a small pool in the flooded fields near West Bay on 3
rd

 October. 

 

 

46) COMMON SANDPIPER   Actitis hypoleucos 
 

All visual records were from West Bay where first seen on 17
th
 April. Fewer records this year into early May 

and no autumn records this year. Peak count of five on 2
nd

 May.  Also recorded by noc-mig flying over 

Bradpole on four dates during the year. 
 

 

 

 



 

47) REDSHANK    Tringa totanus 
 

Scarce in the recording area and all records are given as follows; Singles at West Bay on 31
st
 March and 1

st
 

April, six at West Bay on 8
th
 January, plus one noc-mig record over Bradpole on 9

th
 April. 

 

 

48) WOOD SANDPIPER    Tringa glareola 

 

A single was heard flying over West Bay on 7
th
 August. 

 

 

49) GREENSHANK     Tringa nebularia 

 

A single at West Bay on 30
th
 April was the only record. 

 

 

50) KITTIWAKE    Rissa tridactyla 
 

Recorded in all months of the year at West Bay and the peak count was of 166 birds on 12
th
 August. 

 

 

51) BLACK-HEADED GULL   Chroicocephalus ridibundus 
 

Most records were from the West Bay area with a peak count of 700 on 14
th
 February. 

 

 

52) LITTLE GULL    Hydrocoloeus minutus 
 

A single was at West Bay on 8
th
 January. 

 

 

53) MEDITERRANEAN GULL  Ichthyaetus melanocephalus 
 

Most records were from West Bay with a peak count of 160 on 8
th 

October. 

 

 
54) COMMON GULL    Larus canus 
 

A regular winter visitor and passage migrant with a peak count at West Bay of about 200 birds on 12
th
 March. 

 

 

55) GREAT BLACK-BACKED GULL  Larus marinus 
 

Regular at West Bay in small numbers. 

 

 

56) HERRING GULL    Larus argentatus 
 

Common and widespread throughout the recording area. Peak count of about 400 birds at West Bay on 14
th
 

February. 
 

 

57) CASPIAN GULL    Larus cachinnans 

 

A single was at West Bay on 12
th
 October. The bird was aged as a first winter. 

 

 



 

58) YELLOW-LEGGED GULL    Larus michahellis 

 

A sub-adult was noted at West Bay on three dates between 1
st
 and 6

th
 May. 

 

 

59) LESSER BLACK-BACKED GULL Larus fuscus 
 

Occasional at West Bay and Bridport town centre. 

 

 

60) SANDWICH TERN   Thalasseus sandvicensis 
 

All records were of birds flying past West Bay. First noted on 22
nd

 March and then noted most days until 28
th 

May. The peak count during this period was of 41 birds on 22
nd

 April. 

In the autumn records were less frequent with records on nine dates between 5
th
 August and 1

st
 November. 

 

 

61) COMMON TERN    Sterna hirundo 
 

More records than last year and seen offshore at West Bay on six dates between 12
th
 April and 27

th
 July. The 

peak count was of eight birds on 23
rd

 April. 
 

 

62) ARCTIC TERN    Sterna paradisaea 
 

The only confirmed record this year was a single at West Bay on 19
th
 October. 

 

 

63) GREAT SKUA    Stercorarius skua 
 

Singles at West Bay on 5
th
 May and 13

th
 October were the only records. 

 

 

64) POMARINE SKUA   Stercorarius pomarinus 
 

Singles at West Bay on 5
th
 May and 5

th
 August were the only records. 

 

 

65) ARCTIC SKUA    Stercorarius parasiticus 
 

First recorded on 26
th
 April at West Bay. Slightly commoner than the other two Skua species with several 

records and a peak counts of nine on 13
th
 October. 

 

 

66) GUILLEMOT     Uria aalge 
 

Occasional in small numbers flying past West Bay. This years peak count was of twenty-three birds on 4
th
 

May. 

 

 

67) RAZORBILL    Alca torda 
 

Regular winter visitor at West Bay in small numbers. This years peak count was of eight birds on 5
th
 

February. 

 

 

 



 

68) RED-THROATED DIVER   Gavia stellata 
 

Up to four birds were usually present close inshore feeding at West Bay from January until early May and 

again from mid-October until the end of the year. As well as these records two larger counts of birds flying 

past West Bay were noted as follows; a flock of eight flew past on 29
th
 March and fourteen flew past on 14

th
 

December. 
 

 

69) GREAT NORTHERN DIVER  Gavia immer 
 

Only noted on five dates this year as follows; one on 26
th
 April, two on 27

th
 April, two on 23

rd
 May, one on 

29
th
 October and one on 8

th
 November. All records were of birds offshore at West Bay. 

 

 

70) STORM PETREL     Hydrobates pelagicus 

 

Two flew past West Bay on 20
th
 September. 

 

 

71) LEACH’S PETREL   Oceanodroma leucorhoa 
 

Fewer records than last year. As last year all records were offshore at West Bay as follows; a single on 3
rd

 

January, two on 1
st
 November and another single on 8

th
 November. 

 

 

72) FULMAR      Fulmarus glacialis 
 

This species breeds on the cliffs East of West Bay and some are normally present there or out to sea 

throughout the year. 

 

 

73) SOOTY SHEARWATER    Ardenna griseus 

 

A single flew past West Bay on 13
th
 October. 

 

 

74) GREAT SHEARWATER   Ardenna gravis 
 

Having never previously being seen in the recording area this years run of records was a surprise. Firstly a 

single flew past on the 20
th
 September. Then on the 13

th
 October a single, followed by two and then a further 

single flew past. All records were close offshore at West Bay. 
Additionally on the 13

th
 October there were another twenty-seven large shearwater further out in Lyme Bay. 

It was felt that these were also Great Shearwater but they were all a little too far away for certain 

identification. 
 

 

75) MANX SHEARWATER   Puffinus puffinus 
 

First noted flying past West Bay on 21
st
 March and recorded fairly regularly there from then on until the last 

of the year on 19
th
 August. Most counts were of less than ten birds. However a count of 1005 past West Bay 

on 9
th
 May was an exceptional one for the recording area. 

 

 

76) BALEARIC SHEARWATER  Puffinus mauritanicus 
 

Recorded at West Bay on five dates between 18
th
 September and 13

th
 October. All counts were of less than 

ten birds except on the 19
th
 September when fifty were seen. 



 

 

 

77) GANNET     Morus bassanus 
 

Regular offshore at West Bay, normally in small numbers, but peak counts of up to 250 birds on a few dates. 

 

 

78) SHAG     Phalacrocorax aristotelis 
 

Occasional in small numbers at West Bay between February and September. 

 

 

79) CORMORANT    Phalacrocorax carbo 
 

Regular offshore at West Bay and also inland along on the River Brit. 

 

 

80) SPOONBILL    Platalea leucordia 
 

A single was present feeding in a small pool of one of the flooded fields near West Bay for a few hours on 

12
th
 August. 

 

 

81) CATTLE EGRET     Bubulcus ibis 
 

A flock of thirteen flew past West Bay on 7
th
 August. Additionally a single was present in the flooded fields 

near West Bay on 3
rd

 September. 
 

 

82) GREY HERON    Ardea cinerea 
 

Occasional records at wetlands throughout the recording area. 

 

 

83) GREAT WHITE EGRET    Ardea alba 

 

Three records involving four individuals this year. Firstly two flew East over Bridport on 15
th
 October. 

Secondly a single flew past West Bay on 23
rd

 October and finally another single flew past West Bay on 24
th
 

October. 

 

 

84) LITTLE EGRET    Egretta garzetta 
 

Occasional records at wetlands throughout the recording area. 

 

 

85) OSPREY      Pandion haliaetus 
 

One flew North over Bridport on 17
th
 April. 

 

 

86) SPARROWHAWK    Accipiter nisus 
 

Occasional records throughout the year.   

 

 

 



 

87) GOSHAWK    Accipiter gentilis 

 

One flew over the flooded fields near West Bay on 6
th
 November. 

 

 

88) HEN HARRIER    Circus cyaneus 

 

A single was present at West Bay on 7
th
 November. The bird was of the ringtail type. 

 

 

89) RED KITE     Milvus milvus 
 

Regularly seen flying over the recording area between 11
th
 February and 16

th
 October. Another good series of 

records this year with peak day counts of thirteen on 16
th
 May and fifteen 3

rd
 May. 

 

 

90) BUZZARD     Buteo buteo 
 

Common and widespread throughout the recording area. 

 

 

91) BARN OWL    Tyto alba 
 

Seen near Bingham’s Farm on one date. Also a series of records between late September and early November 

of an individual which was roosting in the old quarry at West Cliff. 

 

 

92) SHORT-EARED OWL   Asio flammeus 

 

The only record was of a single seen at West Cliff on 24
th
 October. 

 

 

93) TAWNY OWL    Strix aluco 
 

Often heard calling at night throughout the recording area. 

 

 

94) KINGFISHER    Alcedo atthis 
 

Occasional records throughout the year at various points along the rivers Asker, Brit, Mangerton and Simene. 

 

 

95) GREAT SPOTTED WOODPECKER Dendrocopus major 
 

Common and widespread throughout the recording area. 

 

 

96) GREEN WOODPECKER   Picus viridis 
 

Common and widespread throughout the recording area. 

 

 

97) KESTREL     Falco tinnunculus 
 

Regularly recorded throughout the area. 

 

 



 

98) MERLIN     Falco columbarius 
 

A single at West Bay on 15
th
 October was the only record. 

 

 

99) HOBBY     Falco subbuteo 

 

Singles over Allington on 5
th
 April and over Mangerton fishing lake on 29

th
 April were the only records. 

 

 

100) PEREGRINE    Falco peregrinus 
 

Regular records along the cliffs at West Bay from 1
st
 January until 23

rd
 October. 

 

 

101) JAY     Garrulus glandarius 
 

Common and widespread in the recording area. 

 

 

102) MAGPIE     Pica pica 
 

Common and widespread in the recording area. 

 

 

103) JACKDAW    Coloeus monedula 
 

Common and widespread in the recording area. 

 

 

104) ROOK     Corvus frugilegus 
 

Common and widespread in the recording area 

 

 

105) CARRION CROW   Corvus corone 
 

Common and widespread in the recording area. 

 

 

106) RAVEN     Corvus corax 
 

Widespread in the recording area but in lower numbers than the other Corvid species. 

 

 

107) WAXWING     Bombycilla garrulus 

 

A single was heard calling in flight over Bridport on 9
th
 November. 

 

 

108) COAL TIT    Periparus ater 
 

Common and widespread in the recording area. 

 

 

 

 



 

109) MARSH TIT    Poecile palustris 
 

A handful of records from the North of the recording area around Mangerton. This species almost certainly 

continues to breed in the Mangerton area in low numbers. However this part of the recording area is under-

watched and the true situation is hard to determine. 

 

 

110) BLUE TIT   Cyanistes caeruleus 
 

Common and widespread in the recording area. 

 

 

111) GREAT TIT    Parus major 
 

Common and widespread in the recording area. 

 

 

112) WOODLARK     Lullula arborea 
 

Only recorded this year flying over West Cliff during vis-mig sessions. Full records were as follows; 9
th
 

October (5 seen), 14
th
 October (2 seen), 15

th
 October (13 seen) and 23

rd
 October (1 seen) 

 

 

113) SKYLARK    Alauda arvensis 
 

Small numbers continue to attempt to breed in the recording area. The peak vis-mig count was of 2688 birds 

past West Cliff on 15
th
 November. 

 

 

114) SAND MARTIN    Riparia riparia 
 

The first of the year was a single on 13
th
 March. A few more records of one or two birds until the last of the 

spring on 29
th
 April. 

In the autumn only noted on one date with four birds flying over West Bay on 6
th
 July. 

 

 

115) SWALLOW    Hirundo rustica 
 

Present from 28
th
 March until 24

th
 October. 

 

 

116) HOUSE MARTIN    Delichon urbicum 
 

Present from 8
th
 April until 15

th
 October. Additionally a later record of a single past West Cliff on 17

th
 

November. 

 

 

117) CETTI’S WARBLER   Cettia cetti 
 

Occasional records of singing birds from the West Bay area throughout the year. A survey of singing birds in 

May suggested that at least three and possibly as many as five pairs were present in the recording area. 

 

 

118) LONG-TAILED TIT   Aegithalos caudatus 
 

Common and widespread in the recording area. 

 



 

 

119) YELLOW-BROWED WARBLER  Phylloscopus inornatus 
 

One at West Bay on 3
rd

 November and one at Walditch on 25
th
 December were the only records. 

 

 

120) WILLOW WARBLER   Phylloscopus trochilus 
 

First noted on 16
th
 April at West Bay. No large counts of migrating birds noted this year. No confirmed 

breeding records this year. 
 

 

121) CHIFFCHAFF    Phylloscopus collybita 
 

First noted on 2
nd

 January in Bridport. No large counts of migrating birds noted this year. Present in the area 

until 31
st
 October. 

 

 

122) SEDGE WARBLER   Acrocephalus schoenobaneus 
 

Few records this year and did not appear to hold territory in the area. 

 

 

123) REED WARBLER   Acrocephalus scirpaceus 
 

Present during the summer in the reed-bed along the River Brit at West Bay but no counts taken. 

 

 

124) GRASSHOPPER WARBLER  Locustella naevia 

 

One in song on Allington Hill on 17
th
 April was the only record. 

 

 

125) BLACKCAP    Sylvia atricapilla 
 

A few records of wintering birds and a common summer visitor. 

 

 

126) GARDEN WARBLER   Sylvia borin 
 

Two at West Bay on 23
rd

 April and one bird present at West Cliff from 7
th
 to 10

th
 August were the only 

records. 

 

 

127) LESSER WHITETHROAT  Sylvia curruca 
 

Two pairs appeared to breed this year. One near Highlands End pond and the other near the recycling centre. 

 

 

128) WHITETHROAT    Sylvia communis 
 

A common summer visitor but few records taken this year. 

 

 

129) DARTFORD WARBLER   Sylvia undata 

 

One was present at Vearse Farm on 30
th
 January. 



 

 

 

130) FIRECREST    Regulus ignicapilla 
 

Noted in small numbers at West Bay and Bridport in January and February only. 

 

 

131) GOLDCREST    Regulus regulus 
 

Very common throughout the recording area. 

 

 

132) WREN     Troglodytes troglodytes 
 

Very common throughout the recording area. 

 

 

133) NUTHATCH    Sitta europaea 
 

Widespread in low numbers throughout the wooded parts of the recording area. 

 

 

134) TREECREEPER    Certhia familiaris 
 

Widespread in low numbers throughout the wooded parts of the recording area. 

 

 

135) STARLING    Sturnus vulgaris 
 

Common and widespread in the recording area. 
 

 

136) RING OUZEL     Turdus torquata 
 

One on 21
st
 October at West Bay was the only record. 

 

 

137) BLACKBIRD    Turdus merula 
 

Very common throughout the recording area. 

 

 

138) FIELDFARE    Turdus pilaris 
 

A fairly common winter visitor throughout the recording area during the winter months. No large wintering 

flocks were noted but several large counts were noted by vis-mig at West Cliff in November with a peak 

count there of 500 on 17
th
 November. 

 

 

139) REDWING    Turdus iliacus 
 

Common and widespread throughout the recording area during the winter months. No large wintering flocks 

were noted but several large counts were noted by vis-mig at West Cliff in November with a peak count there 

of 530 on 11
th
 November. 

 

 

 



 

140) SONG THRUSH    Turdus philomelos 
 

Common and widespread throughout the recording area. 

 

 

141) MISTLE THRUSH   Turdus viscivorus 
 

Widespread and fairly common throughout the recording area. 

 

 

142) SPOTTED FLYCATCHER  Muscicapa striata 
 

Two at West Bay on 27
th
 May and six at Allington Hill on 9

th
 April were the only records received. 

 

 

143) ROBIN     Erithacus rubecula 
 

Very common throughout the recording area. 

 

 

144) BLACK REDSTART   Phoenicurus ochruros 
 

A good series of records this year which are summarised as follows. At West Bay two were present between 

January 1
st
 until 28

th
 February with one remaining until 27

th
 March. There was also one seen in Bridport on 

25
th
 February. 

In the autumn there was again a series of records from West Bay between 24
th
 October and the end of the 

year. The peak count was of three birds on 16
th
 November. Again there was also a single record from 

Bridport during this period of one on 15
th
 November. 

 

 

145) REDSTART      Phoenicurus phoenicurus 
 

One at West Bay on 23
rd

 April and one at Bridport on 20
th
 October were the only records. 

 

 

146) STONECHAT    Saxicola rubicola 
 

Small numbers are present along the coast throughout the year. A count of 11 around West Bay on 20
th
 April 

was higher than usual and presumably some of these were migrants. 

 

 

147) WHEATEAR    Oenanthe oenanthe 
 

First noted on 15
th
 March when two were at West Bay. A steady movement of birds through the area into 

early May. Peak count was of eleven at West Bay on 20
th
 April. First returning bird was at West Bay on 9

th
 

August followed by regular records until 22
nd

 September. Additionally there was one later record of a single 

bird at West Bay on 15
th
 October. 

 

 

148) DIPPER     Cinclus cinclus 
 

Present year round along several of the rivers in the recording area. 

 

 

149) TREE SPARROW    Passer montanus 

 

Six were seen during a vis-mig session at West Cliff on 8
th
 October. 



 

 

 

150) HOUSE SPARROW    Passer domesticus 
 

Very common throughout the recording area. 

 

 

151) DUNNOCK    Prunella modularis 
 

Very common throughout the recording area. 

 

 

152) YELLOW WAGTAIL   Motacilla flava 
 

A single spring record of one on West Bay golf course on 1
st
 May. In the autumn recorded most days between 

13
th
 August and 22

nd
 September with all records coming from the West Bay area. Peak count was of 65 on 

10
th
 September. 

 

 

153) GREY WAGTAIL    Motacilla cinerea 
 

Resident in the recording area in small numbers. Also occurs on passage but no counts taken. 

 

 

154) PIED WAGTAIL    Motacilla alba 
 

The winter roost in the centre of Bridport was used again with at least 350 birds being present on 20
th
 January. 

 

 

155) RICHARD’S PIPIT   Anthus richardi 

 

A single flew over, calling, at West Cliff on 17
th
 October. 

 

 

156) MEADOW PIPIT    Anthus pratensis 
 

Present in the recording area throughout the year in variable numbers. 

 

 

157) TREE PIPIT    Anthus trivialis 
 

 Singles at Bridport on 16
th
 August and West Bay on 9

th
 October were the only records received. 

 

 

158) WATER PIPIT    Anthus spinoletta 

 

A single at West Bay on 25
th
 October was the only record. 

 

 

159) ROCK PIPIT    Anthus petrosus 
 

Present year round along the coast in small numbers. 

 

 

 

 

160) CHAFFINCH    Fringilla coelebs 



 

 

A very common resident throughout the recording area. A peak vis-mig count at West Cliff of 1507 on 11
th
 

November. 
 

 

161) BRAMBLING    Fringilla montifringilla 
 

All records this year were from West Cliff during vis-mig counts. Brambling were noted on eight dates 

between 14
th
 October and 17

th
 November with a peak day count of 30 on 6

th
 November. 

 

 

162) BULLFINCH    Pyrrhula pyrrhula 
 

Fairly common throughout the recording area. 

 

 

163) GREENFINCH    Chloris chloris 
 

Very common throughout the recording area. 

 

 

164) LINNET     Linaria cannabina 
 

Fairly common throughout the recording area. Peak vis-mig count at West Cliff was of 868 on 16
th
 October. 

 

 

165) LESSER REDPOLL   Acanthis cabaret 
 

Four were seen at Vearse Farm on 30
th
 January. All other records this year were of birds flying over during 

vis-mig sessions and were assumed to be this species rather than Mealy Redpoll. At Allington Hill 22 flew 

over on 15
th
 October. At West Cliff noted on ten dates between 8

th
 October and 17

th
 November with a peak 

day count of 32 on 23
rd

 October. 
 

 

166) CROSSBILL    Loxia curvirostra 
 

Eighteen over Allington Hill on 15
th
 October. At West Cliff vis-mig records on four dates with a peak count 

of four on 7
th
 November. 

 

 

167) GOLDFINCH    Carduelis carduelis 
 

Very common throughout the recording area. 

 

 

168) SISKIN     Spinus spinus 
 

All records this year were of birds flying over during vis-mig sessions. At Allington Hill 55 flew over on 15
th
 

October. At West Cliff noted on eleven dates between 3
rd

 October and 11
th
 November with a peak day count 

of 409 on 9
th
 October. 

 

 

169) SNOW BUNTING   Plectrophenax nivalis  

 

A single flew over, calling, at West Cliff on 24
th
 October. 

 

 



 

170) CORN BUNTING    Emberiza calandra 

 

All records this year were of birds flying over during vis-mig sessions at West Cliff. Noted on four dates 

between 21
st
 October and 22

nd
 November with a peak day count of nine on 11

th
 October. 

 

 

171) YELLOWHAMMER   Emberiza citrinella 

 

All records this year were of birds flying over during vis-mig sessions. At Allington Hill one flew over on 

15
th
 October. At West Cliff noted on fifteen dates between 8

th
 October and 22

nd
 November with peak day 

counts of nine on both 14
th
 October and 11

th
 November. 

 

 

172) CIRL BUNTING    Emberiza cirlus 

 

Singles at West Cliff on 24
th
 October and 22

nd
 November. 

 

 

173) REED BUNTING    Emberiza schoeniclus 

 

A few pairs bred in the area as usual. Also a flock of up to ninety birds was present in an area of set-aside 

near Bridport during January and February. Peak vis-mig count at West Cliff was of 45 on 15
th
 October. 

 

 

 

Appendix 1  LIST OF BIRD SPECIES KNOWN TO HAVE OCCURRED IN THE RECORDING 

  AREA  BETWEEN 1980 AND 2023. (list order follows the latest 2023 BOU checklist) 

 

 

 Common Name Scientific Name 

1  Brent Goose Branta bernicla 

2  Canada Goose Branta canadensis 

3  Greylag Goose Anser anser 

4  Pink-footed Goose Anser brachyrhynchus 

5  White-fronted Goose Anser albifrons 

6  Mute Swan Cygnus olor 

7  Bewick’s Swan Cygnus colombianus 

8  Egyptian Goose Alopochen aegyptiaca 

9  Shelduck Tadorna tadorna 

10  Garganey Spatula querquedula 

11  Shoveler Spatula clypeata 

12  Gadwall Mareca strepera 

13  Wigeon Mareca penelope 

14  Mallard Anas platyrhynchos 

15  Pintail Anas acuta 

16  Teal Anas crecca 

17  Red-crested Pochard Netta rufina 

18  Pochard Aythya ferina 

19  Tufted Duck Aythya fuligula 



 

 Common Name Scientific Name 

20  Eider Somateria mollissima 

21  Velvet Scoter Melanitta fusca 

22  Common Scoter Melanitta nigra 

23  Long-tailed Duck Clangula hyemalis 

24  Goldeneye Bucephala clangula 

25  Goosander Mergus merganser 

26  Red-breasted Merganser Mergus serrator 

27  Red-legged Partridge Alectoris rufa 

28  Quail Coturnix coturnix 

29  Pheasant Phasianus colchicus 

30  Nightjar Caprimulgus europaeus 

31  Swift Apus apus 

32  Cuckoo Cuculus canorus 

33  Stock Dove Columba oenas 

34  Wood Pigeon Columba palumbus 

35  Turtle Dove Streptopelia turtur 

36  Collared Dove Streptopelia decaocto 

37  Water Rail Rallus aquaticus 

38  Moorhen Gallinula chloropus 

39  Coot Fulica atra 

40  Common Crane Grus grus 

41  Little Grebe Tachybaptus ruficollis 

42  Red-necked Grebe Podiceps grisegena 

43  Great Crested Grebe Podiceps cristata 

44  Slavonian Grebe Podiceps auritus 

45  Stone Curlew Burhinus oedicnemus 

46  Oystercatcher Haematopus ostralegus 

47  Lapwing Vanellus vanellus 

48  Golden Plover Pluvius apicaria 

49  Grey Plover Pluvius squatarola 

50  Ringed Plover Charadrius hiaticula 

51  Little Ringed Plover Charadrius dubius 

52  Whimbrel Numenius phaeopus 

53  Curlew Numenius arquata 

54  Bar-tailed Godwit Limosa lapponica 

55  Black-tailed Godwit Limosa limosa 

56  Turnstone Arenaria interpres 

57  Ruff Calidris pugnax 

58  Curlew Sandpiper Calidris ferruginea 

59  Sanderling Calidris alba 



 

 Common Name Scientific Name 

60  Dunlin Calidris alpina 

61  Purple Sandpiper Calidris maritima 

62  Woodcock Scolopax rusticola 

63  Jack Snipe Lymnocryptes minimus 

64  Snipe Gallinago gallinago 

65  Grey Phalarope Phalaropus fulicarius 

66  Common Sandpiper Actitis hypoleucos 

67  Green Sandpiper Tringa ochropos 

68  Redshank Tringa totanus 

69  Greenshank Tringa nebularia 

70  Kittiwake Rissa tridactyla 

71  Sabine’s Gull Xems sabini 

72  Black-headed Gull Chroicocephalus ridibundus 

73  Little Gull Hydrocoloeus minutus 

74  Mediterranean Gull Ichthyaetus melanocephalus 

75  Common Gull Larus canus 

76  Great Black-backed Gull Larus marinus 

77  Glaucous Gull Larus hyperboreus 

78  Iceland Gull Larus glaucoides 

79  Herring Gull Larus argentatus 

80  Caspian Gull Larus cachinnans 

81  Yellow-legged Gull Larus michahellis 

82  Lesser Black-backed Gull Larus fuscus 

83  Sandwich Tern Thalasseus sandvicensis 

84  Little Tern Sternula albifrons 

85  Common Tern Sterna hirundo 

86  Arctic Tern Sterna paradisaea 

87  Whiskered Tern Chlidonias hybrida 

88  Black Tern Chlidonias niger 

89  Great Skua Stercorarius skua 

90  Pomarine Skua Stercorarius pomarinus 

91  Arctic Skua Stercorarius parasiticus 

92  Long-tailed Skua Stercorarius longicauda 

93  Guillemot Uria aalge 

94  Razorbill Alca torda 

95  Puffin Fratercula arctica 

96  Red-throated Diver Gavia stellata 

97  Black-throated Diver Gavia arctica 

98  Great Northern Diver Gavia immer 

99  Storm Petrel Hydrobates pelagicus 



 

 Common Name Scientific Name 

100  Leach’s Storm Petrel Oceanodroma leucorhoa 

101  Fulmar Fulmaris glacialis 

102  Sooty Shearwater Ardenna grisea 

103  Great Shearwater Ardenna gravis 

104  Manx Shearwater Puffinus puffinus 

105  Balearic Shearwater Puffinus mauretanicus 

106  White Stork Ciconia ciconia 

107  Gannet Morus bassanus 

108  Shag Phalacrocorax aristotelis 

109  Cormorant Phalacrocorax carbo 

110  Spoonbill Platalea leucorodia 

111  Cattle Egret Bubulcus ibis 

112  Grey Heron Ardea cinerea 

113  Great White Egret Ardea alba 

114  Little Egret Egretta garzetta 

115  Osprey Pandion haliaetus 

116  Sparrowhawk Accipites nisus 

117  Goshawk Accipiter gentilis 

118  Marsh Harrier Circus aeruginosus 

119  Hen Harrier Circus cyaneus 

120  Red Kite Milvus milvus 

121  Black Kite Milvus migrans 

122  Buzzard Buteo buteo 

123  Barn Owl Tyto alba 

124  Tawny Owl Strix aluco 

125  Little Owl Athene noctua 

126  Short-eared Owl Asio flammeus 

127  Hoopoe Upupa epops 

128  Kingfisher Alcedo atthis 

129  Wryneck Jynx torquilla 

130  Great Spotted Woodpecker Dendrocopos major 

131  Green Woodpecker Picus viridis 

132  Kestrel Falco tinnunculus 

133  Merlin Falco columbarius 

134  Hobby Falco subbuteo 

135  Peregrine Falcon Falco peregrinus 

136  Golden Oriole Oriolus oriolus 

137  Jay Garrulus glandarius 

138  Magpie Pica pica 

139  Jackdaw Coloeus monedula 



 

 Common Name Scientific Name 

140  Rook Corvus frugilegus 

141  Carrion Crow Corvus corone 

142  Raven Corvus corax 

143  Waxwing Bombycilla garrulus 

144  Coal Tit Periparus ater 

145  Marsh Tit Poecile palustris 

146  Blue Tit Cyanistes caeruleus 

147  Great Tit Parus major 

148  Woodlark Lullula arborea 

149  Skylark Alauda arvensis 

150  Shore Lark Eremophila alpestris 

151  Sand Martin Riparia riparia 

152  Barn Swallow Hirundo rustica 

153  House Martin Delichon urbicum 

154  Cetti’s Warbler Cettia cetti 

155  Long-tailed Tit Aegithalos caudatus 

156  Wood Warbler Phylloscopus sibilatrix 

157  Yellow-browed Warbler Phylloscopus inornatus 

158  Willow Warbler Phylloscopus trochilus 

159  Chiffchaff Phylloscopus collybita 

160  Sedge Warbler Acrocephalus schoenobaenus 

161  Reed Warbler Acrocephalus scirpaceus 

162  Marsh Warbler Acrocephalus palustris 

163  Grasshopper Warbler Locustella naevia 

164  Blackcap Sylvia atricapilla 

165  Garden Warbler Sylvia borin 

166  Barred Warbler Sylvia nisoria 

167  Lesser Whitethroat Sylvia curruca 

168  Whitethroat Sylvia communis 

169  Firecrest Regulus ignicapilla 

170  Goldcrest Regulus regulus 

171  Wren Troglodytes troglodytes 

172  Nuthatch Sitta europaea 

173  Treecreeper Certhia familiaris 

174  Rose-coloured Starling Pastor roseus 

175  Starling Sturnus vulgaris 

176  Ring Ouzel Turdus torquatus 

177  Blackbird Turdus merula 

178  Fieldfare Turdus pilaris 

179  Redwing Turdus iliacus 



 

 Common Name Scientific Name 

180  Song Thrush Turdus philomelos 

181  Mistle Thrush Turdus viscivorus 

182  Spotted Flycatcher Muscicapa striata 

183  Robin Erithacus rubecula 

184  Nightingale Luscinia megarhynchos 

185  Pied Flycatcher Ficedula hypoleuca 

186  Black Redstart Phoenicurus ochruros 

187  Redstart Phoenicurus phoenicurus 

188  Whinchat Saxicola rubetra 

189  Stonechat Saxicola rubicola 

190  Wheatear Oenanthe oenanthe 

191  Dipper Cinclus cinclus 

192  House Sparrow Passer domesticus 

193  Tree Sparrow Passer montanus 

194  Dunnock Prunella modularis 

195  Yellow Wagtail Motacilla flava 

196  Grey Wagtail Motacilla cinerea 

197  Pied Wagtail Motacilla alba 

198  Richard’s Pipit Anthus richardi 

199  Meadow Pipit Anthus pratensis 

200  Tree Pipit Anthus trivialis 

201  Water Pipit Anthus spinoletta 

202  Rock Pipit Anthus petrosus 

203  Chaffinch Fringilla coelebs 

204  Brambling Fringilla montifringilla 

205  Hawfinch Coccothraustes coccothraustes 

206  Bullfinch Pyrrhula pyrrhula 

207  Greenfinch Chloris chloris 

208  Linnet Linnaria cannabina 

209  Lesser Redpoll Acanthis cabaret 

210  Crossbill Loxia curvirostra 

211  Goldfinch Carduelis carduelis 

212  Siskin Spinus spinus 

213  Lapland Bunting Calcarius lapponicus 

214  Snow Bunting Plectophenax nivalis 

215  Yellowhammer Emberiza citrenella 

216  Cirl Bunting Emberiza cirlus 

217  Ortolan Bunting Emberiza hortulana 

218  Reed Bunting Emberiza schoeniclus 

 



 

 

 

 


